
In canada, one in three people living with 
HIV don’t know they even have the virus.
 This past Friday, a World AIDS Day event 
was held in the Mingling Area at Brandon Uni-
versity, with the aim of changing those num-
bers. HIV is the virus that causes AIDS, which 
is a disease of the immune system that can 
be treated, but currently has no cure. The 
event was hosted by the Sexuality Education 
Resource Centre (SERC).
 “World AIDS Day is actually December 1st 
of every year, and that kind of kick starts AIDS 
awareness week,” says Kaitlyn White, a Sexual 
and Reproductive Health Facilitator at SERC. 
“[It] is a global event, acknowledging HIV, and 
commemorating people who have lost their 
lives to HIV and AIDS, and [working] towards 
a reduction in the transmission and lowering 
the HIV rate.”
 White stresses that while many people 
think HIV and AIDS is only a concern in third 
world countries overseas, that is not the case. 
“We try really hard to dispel that kind of myth. 
I think a lot of people think that HIV and AIDS 
really isn’t present here, [therefore] it’s not 
an issue for us here in Canada, and we know 
that’s absolutely not true.”
	 “HIV	 is	 definitely	 present	 here	 in	 Canada.	
In fact, every day in Canada, eleven people are 
newly infected with the virus, and we also have 
quite high rates here in Manitoba.”

 
 One of the goals of AIDS Awareness Day is to 
get information out to people, White adds. “We 
also estimate that one in four people don’t know 

their HIV status,” she notes, adding they are 
trying to reduce that number. “We’re here try-
ing to provide information to people; we also 
have	on-site	testing	for	people	to	actually	find	
out their status.”
  If you don’t know your status, White en-
courages you to visit your family doctor for 
information, testing, and treatment. She says 
there are also many other places to go if you’re 
looking for more information on this compli-
cated and often misunderstood subject.
  “We also have Public Health [services] 
here in Brandon, again for information, test-
ing, and treatment. The Sexuality Education 
Resource Centre can also be accessed as well. 
We provide information, and referrals to where 
people could access testing. We also provide 
free condoms.”
  White feels that it is imperative to provide 
the public with as much information as pos-
sible. “The most important thing is just getting 
the message out there, because [...] a lot of 
people are under the impression that HIV re-
ally isn’t a problem for us here in Manitoba, 
and even for us here in Canada, and we know 
that’s not true.”
  “Really the information [...] is key,” she 

says. “Getting that out there, knowing that peo-
ple can be at-risk, and [that] they do need to be 
taking measures to protect themselves.” §

Brady Knight

Assistant
Editor in Chief

Facts and figures about HIV/AIDS in Canada
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AIDS Awareness Day

From november 29th to Decem-
ber 2nd, Brandon’s Mecca Productions 
brought ‘A Christmas Carol’ to life at 
the Western Manitoba Centennial Au-
ditorium. With a modernized script and 
some other minor adaptations to Dick-
ens’	hundred-and-fifty-year-old	story,	the	
heartwarming tale of a bitter, greedy old 
man’s epiphany struck a chord in every 
heart in the audience.
 Mecca provided a production that 
was jam-packed with cheerful, foot-tap-
ping musical compilations and equally 
as colourful dance numbers. Every role 
in the production seemed to be carefully 
and pristinely cast, from the unabash-
edly adorable presence of the young and 

talented Tyson Dornn, who portrayed 
Tiny Tim with all necessary innocence, to 
other Mecca favorites like James Com-
rie,	who	flawlessly	embodied	the	very	es-
sence of prickly Mr. Scrooge. They beau-
tifully incorporated young and old actors 
alike without bias, as Mecca always 
does,	which	added	a	flair	of	chaotic	order	
during songs like “Christmas Together,” 
where	almost	the	entire	cast	flooded	the	
stage. 
 The costume design was phenom-
enal, and the musical included not only 
unexpectedly ghoulish scenes, like the 
appearance of Scrooge’s dead business 
partner Jacob Marley where chain-bur-
dened [...] — continued on page 3

Holly Kalyniuk

Mecca’s A Christmas Carol 
Mecca hits all the right notes in this year’s production

Photo credit Flickr/Sidney Hunter.
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Tuesday, December 4th to Thursday, December 6th

 Brandon University School of Music New Music Festival
Thursday, December 6th to Friday, December 14th

 Winter Sale: A Student Art Exhibition
Friday, December 7th

 Brandon University Chorale presents their winter concert at St. Matthew’s Cathedral 
  at Louise and 13th at 8:00 pm. Admission charge.
Friday, December 7th to Sunday, December 9th

 The Evans Theatre presents Inescapable. $6 cash admission at the door.
Monday, December 10th

 Last day of classes!

Events on Campus

Dear Editor,
 In regards to last week’s article on Col-
lective funding, I wanted to add a few more 
points that were not addressed, as well 
as state my opinion on the matter, being 
a member of the current Women’s Collec-
tive.
 To begin, from what I’ve seen, BUSU 
has made various rationales as to why they 
want to cut the Women’s Collective fund-
ing. Originally it was to move money into 
club funding, but as we see here this is not 
happening. Now it is to create a new collec-
tive. It has also been because they are tight 
on money, but I believe that the clubs and 
collectives are where most students are 
actively involved, compared to many other 
areas where BUSU’s funding goes, so fund-
ing should not need to be cut from one of 
these collectives in order to be added to 
any club or other collective’s funding. I per-
sonally think that BUSU can come up with 
$2,000 for an Aboriginal Collective without 
cutting $3,000 from the Women’s Collec-
tive.
 In regards to the reasoning being that 
we rarely spend over $2000, I do not be-
lieve that this is true. The Women’s Col-
lective has invested a lot in an extensive 
library	 (all	 of	 which	 was	 lost	 in	 the	 fire),	
speakers, and events in past years. Even 
if the Women’s Collective has rarely spent 

the full budget, BUSU did not seem to ac-
knowledge that we created a budget for 
$5,000 this year, that the new Collective 
has excellent ideas for the future of the 
Women’s Collective, and that we are build-
ing up from the bottom, since all of our 
belongings	were	 lost	 in	 the	fire	 last	 year.	
We have some great plans for events and 
services – such as free pregnancy tests, 
textbooks for Women and Gender Stud-
ies courses for students who can’t afford 
them to borrow, free tampons and pads, 
DivaCups for sale for sustainable menstru-
ation, self-defence classes, information 
on resources for women in Brandon, fun 
nights, et cetera – and it’s only a matter of 
getting everything funded and started, and 
then future Women’s Collectives can sim-
ply carry on the work we began and build 
on it. For BUSU to cut funding during a year 
where a full $5,000 budget was created, 
saying it is because the Women’s Collec-
tive never spends all of its money, just does 
not make sense.
 As far as fundraising goes, I am very 
much opposed to this. Clubs fundraise be-
cause they are serving their own interests. 
I am in no way opposed to clubs, but col-
lectives have a different purpose. Collec-
tives exist to address the needs of a demo-
graphic. We are a Collective, which means 
we address issues and supply services for 

women on campus 
that we deem to be 
a necessity for the 
university to have. 
Our actions do not 
serve our own in-
terests, but rather 
the needs of all 
female students. 
To fundraise would 
take away time 
and energy that 
could be spent on 
addressing these 
issues related to 
women. And trust 
me, planning ser-
vices, events and 
speakers takes up 
a lot of time.

 I’d also like to say that I do not be-
lieve that the Women’s Collective is more 
‘important’ than the LGBTTQ* Collective 
or the Aboriginal Collective and that this 
is why we need more money than they 
do – rather, we serve a higher number of 
students and so need more funding for 
more students. Also, the Women’s Collec-
tive’s members include Aboriginal women 
and LGBT women as well, in addition to all 
other women of different ethnicities, sexu-
alities and class. We want to start to ad-
dress issues that affect them in regards to 
their gender, and the other two collectives 
can address issues that affect them more 
because of their ethnicity or sexuality. I do 
not want to take money away from either 
collective,	instead	I	believe	BUSU	can	find	
the $2,000 that is proposed for the Ab-
original Collective from somewhere else in 
the budget, and leave the $5,000 with the 
Women’s Collective.

Sincerely,
Nicole Peel
Treasurer/Secretary of the
Brandon University Women’s Collective

The Quill welcomes letters from all our 
readers!  Email us your comments, ques-
tions, opinions, and even your criticism at 
eic@thequill.ca.  All content is edited for 
clarity and is subject to editorial oversight. 
We promise we’ll read everything you send 
us, but we can’t promise to print every-
thing.  Also, check out our website!

Letter to the Editor



3 — Volume 103, Issue 14 — December 4th, 2012

Do you knoW, or are you yourself, 
a reCent bu graDuate?

the Quill Wants your story!
DroP us a note at eiC@theQuill.Ca.

Volume 103, Issue 14 — December 4th, 2012 — 2

On Campus – 3

phantoms trudged across the 
stage in a sort of zombie-walk 
dance, but also the jovial reunion 
in	 the	 final	 scene	 where	 a	 light-
hearted Tiny Tim speaks his most 
famous line.  
 The musical successfully drove 
home the crucial importance of 
year-round generosity, goodwill and 
gaiety. Though the glitz and glam-
our of the play sometimes threat-
ened to conceal the message, 
it shone through nonetheless, a 
feat made even more remarkable 
by	the	highly	inflated	holiday	it	re-
volves around. While charity is at 
the heart of the play, there is an 
even more general concept pres-
ent, one of a self-imposed capacity 
for change. Regardless of our age 

or state in life, Dickens reminds 
the audience of the less shallow 
aspects of the season and the 
importance of remembering the 
bare essentials required in life: 
love and family. (And thank good-
ness we don’t require a visit from 
any of the three Ghosts of Christ-
mas to get the message!)
 Regardless of your level of 
sentimentality and perspective on 
the rapidly approaching holiday 
season, a production as merry as 
‘A Christmas Carol’ is guaranteed 
to bring any audience member into 
the festive spirit. Hats off to cast, 
crew and everyone else involved 
in creating a highly enjoyable and 
heartfelt production. §

Mecca’s A Christmas Carol
continued from front page

Originally hailing from Hamiota, Manitoba, 
Left of Centre would seem to many just another small-
town	prairie	band.	Upon	first	listen,	however,	the	case	
is quite the opposite.  With sounds that are greatly 
reminiscent of Foo Fighters, Three Days’ Grace, 
Thornley, and Seether, the band maintains a tradi-
tional grunge-band sound for the modern age. With 
the recent release of their second album, Hwy 21, 
the former BU students hope to take things one step 
further to making it big. Band member Corey Badger 
was able to answer some questions regarding the 
band’s beginnings, their style and inspirations and 
ultimately- what’s next for the up and coming band?
 
The Quill: As a Manitoban artist, what do you think 
you bring to the industry?  What is your viewpoint? 
Any cause you strongly believe in and support? 
Corey Badger:	Well,	I’ll	be	the	first	to	tell	you	that	we	
aren’t politically directed at all, despite the name. 
We started the band to have fun and entertain our 
friends, and that mentality has stayed with us over the 
years. Maybe that has a bit to do with being small-town prairie boys, but we 
feel like we have done our job if everyone in the audience has had a great 
time. I think a lot of the modern rock acts have lost that mentality in their 
approach to music. Sure, it’s a business, but having fun out there is number 
one. If we aren’t having fun, there is no way that our fans are going to have 
any fun either. 

TQ: How would you describe yourself as an artist? What do you consider to 
be	the	greatest	influence	for	your	music	today?	
CB: That’s	honestly	the	hardest	question	I	find	to	answer.	You	would	think	
that because I am in the band I would know how to best describe our style, 

but I have a really hard time putting a label on it. Our 
influences	are	pretty	vast,	and	I	really	think	that	be-
cause	we	first	learned	how	to	play	as	‘Left	of	Centre’,	
it’s almost as if we started with a blank slate. Sure, we 
all had our favorite artists and genres of music, but 
we were forced to develop our own individual styles 
as we developed the group identity. The two are re-
ally one in the same as they happened at the same 
time.	To	me	that	is	the	greatest	influence	on	‘Left	of	
Centre.’ I don’t know very many bands that have that 
element to them.

TQ: What type of audience do you hope to attract with 
your music?
CB: We honestly don’t discriminate… any audience is 
a good audience. We know if we get up there and put 
on our best show, that people are going to connect 
through our energy. We see all kinds of people out 
there on a nightly basis.  We enjoy the fact that we 
don’t have a stereotyped crowd segment, we tend to 

bring them all together.

TQ: What all goes into the production of a single song? How long did it take 
for your album to come together as a whole?
CB: Our	writing	process	is	pretty	fluent	for	the	most	part.	Usually	Alex	or	Tra-
vis will bring a riff, or series of riffs to a practice session and we will jam that 
out as a band until we have the composition of a song. Each person gener-
ally	composes	their	own	part	or	adds	their	own	flare	to	the	basic	bones	of	
the song. Then we generally sit on it for a practice or two while I write the 
lyrics/melody	and	Alex	fine-tunes	his	leads	and	solos.	Then	we	sew	it	all	to-
gether and get feedback from the group on anything we want to change. The 
fourteen songs that appear on the album [...] — continued on page 4

Tye Dandridge-
Evancio

An Interview with Left of Centre
Prairie rock coming to a bar near you, part two

Photo credit Left of Centre.



have	been	written	over	a	number	of	years.	We	definitely	
have seen our own level of maturation on some of the 
newer stuff, but we are constantly writing. We have 
some material that is so new it isn’t even on the newly 
released album.

    The recording pro-
cess took place at 
Private Ear Studios 
in Winnipeg. We 
started in November 
of 2011, and initially 
we planned a block 
of	 five	 days	 to	 get	 it	
done. However after 
five	 exhausting	 14-
hour days, we decid-
ed that we needed 
more time in order to 
complete it properly. 
We went back in for 
a day in January and 
finally	finished	up	the	
studio work. We then 
spent the summer 
mixing it and decid-
ing on the artwork 

before sending it away for pressing. We then had a se-
ries of three CD release shows (Winnipeg, Brandon, and 
Hamiota) at the start of October, 2012.  

TQ: What is the name of your CD? What can you tell me 
about it? 
CB: The album is titled Hwy 21. We chose that as we all 
grew up in communities along Highway 21, and our old 
jam space was on the highway as well. We just felt like 
we had put a lot of miles on that highway and it had seen 
‘Left of Centre’ grow from nothing into what it is now. The 
songs themselves are pure rock. We really tried our best 
to capture the energy of our live show on the recordings. 
Seeing as the content spanned so many years of writing 
there is a good mix of music, right from riff driven crunch 
to more harnessed melodic energy.

TQ: Tell me what your favorite song is from the album 
and why?
CB: One of the unfortunate things about being in a band 
is that it is very tough to assess your own music at face-
value. I mean, we poured everything we have into this 
album and there are a lot of emotions in there. Almost 
to the point where we don’t even really know what we 
have,	so	 I	find	 that	my	 favorite	 track	changes	with	 the	
weather. If I was going to highlight one track though, I 

think it would be “White Collar”. The song is about the 
internal struggle that we all deal with; the one between 
our day jobs and our career as musicians that gets you 
thinking, “what if?” I think this song is just one of those 
rare combinations of melodic rhythm, inspired writing, 
and a climactic solo. It doesn’t matter how many times I 
listen to it, I still get chills on the back of my neck when 
that song peaks.

TQ: What is next for you? 
CB: I think the next step is really the biggest for Hwy 21. 
We are going to spend some of our down time heavily 
promoting the album and get it in as many hands as we 
possibly can. We have an excellent reputation as self-
promoters, and it’s one of the main reasons we have 
risen to the level that we are at now.  When we have 
something that we put this much effort into, we really 
want to give it the best possible chance for success. As 
always, we will be hitting the road again very soon… §

Do you have a favourite local band you’d like to see The 
Quill interview? Is someone playing here in Brandon and 
you’d like the scoop?  Let us know: email us contact info 
or showtimes at eic@thequill.ca, and we’ll send one of 
our intrepid reporters to cover the groove.

An Interview with Left of Centre
Continued from page 3
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Connor Thorpe

Capilano Courier
(Capilano 
University)

North vancouver (CUP) — Despite Can-
ada’s relatively graceful recovery from the world-
wide economic meltdown of 2008, the quality of 
life Canadians experience is on the decline.
 According to the Canadian Index of Wellbeing 
(CIW), a study conducted in conjunction with the 
University of Waterloo, Canadians’ quality of life 
plummeted by 24 per cent between 2008 and 
2010.	Based	on	CIW	findings,	the	culprit	is	an	ex-
cessive focus on the economy and issues related 
to it.
 “In a society that is preoccupied with the 
economy	and	working	hard,	among	the	first	casu-
alties are those things that ironically matter to us 
the most,” said Bryan Smale, director of the CIW. 
“We forget to protect time for family and friends, 
and to enjoy those pursuits that bring meaning to 
our lives.
 “We want to bring some balance to the con-
versation by reminding people that a good life in-
cludes those things that too many people regard 
as being less important than work and making 
money.”
 The correlation between wellbeing and eco-
nomics has been demonstrated by earlier CIW 
studies. From 1994 to 2008, Canadian wellbeing 
— as measured by the CIW — rose by 7.5 per cent. 
In the aftermath of the economic crisis, and Can-
ada’s subsequent recovery, that number dropped 
by 5.7 per cent in just a two-year period.
 “The concern then, and even more so now, 
was that policy was being driven primarily by a 
concern with the economy and little else,” Smale 
went on to say. “Our concern was that Canadians’ 
wellbeing was suffering because we were not at-

tending to other aspects of our lives that contrib-
uted to quality of life. Certainly, the economy mat-
ters, but [not] to the exclusion of everything else 
that makes our lives worthwhile.”
 Canadian quality of life has primarily taken a 
hit in the broader areas of environment, time use, 
leisure and culture, though Smale explains that 
the	CIW	is	based	on	64	specific	indicators.
 “Among the indicators that showed the great-
est declines were such things as: fewer social 
contacts, worsening green gas emissions, a larg-
er ecological footprint, an increase in the percent-
age of people with diabetes, continuing declines 
in visitation to our national parks and historic 
sites,” Smale said.
 “Less volunteering for culture and recreation 
organizations, less time spent in social leisure, 
reduced economic security, increased long-term 
unemployment, longer commute times, and per-
haps most troubling, [a] growing income gap be-
tween rich and poor.”
 In Smale’s opinion, that income gap and re-
duction of the middle class is where the problem 
lies.
 “The growth in an economy is not necessarily 
a bad thing, but the increasing income disparity, 
with those at the lower end stagnating and the 
middle class shrinking, that seems to be accom-
panying this period of slow recovery is jeopardizing 
other aspects of our lives,” he said. “Adherents to 
‘trickle-down’ economics have failed to produce 
any evidence that the wealth generated at the top 
of	society	has	benefited	those	at	the	bottom.”
 While it might seem that an economic recov-
ery would increase social engagement, leisure 

time and cultural participation, the solution is not 
that simple unless “that recovery creates more 
opportunity for everyone.”
 “The wellbeing associated with engagement 
in leisure and cultural pursuits does not simply 
require	having	sufficient	funds	to	purchase	recre-
ational products and services,” said Smale.
 “There must be the will among policy makers 
to ensure that such opportunities are available 
to all and that economic pressures do not bring 
about the decline of leisure, recreation, arts and 
cultural services, programs and other opportuni-
ties. It is through our social relationships in lei-
sure, our time spent in meaningful pursuits, and 
our enjoyment of the people and the world around 
us that enrich our lives, bring us closer together, 
and	defines	our	humanity,	that	matter.”
 It’s important to understand that the CIW’s 
definition	of	wellbeing	does	not	equate	to	general	
public happiness.
 “Quality of life — or wellbeing — is a broader 
concept that includes both those things that are 
internal to us like our health, happiness and life 
satisfaction, as well as those things that are ex-
ternal to us that affect our quality of life, such 
as our social relationships, our environment, our 
communities and access to opportunities to en-
hance our lives,” said Smale. “Happiness is really 
linked to just emotion and general life satisfac-
tion, although many others treat it as equivalent 
to wellbeing, perhaps because it is a more famil-
iar concept to people.”
 Smale emphasizes, “Happiness is about 
emotion,	whereas	wellbeing	 is	about	 flourishing	
in our lives.” §

Quality of life in Canada on the decline according to study
All work and no play makes Canadians rather dull, eh

Cara McKenna

The Voice
(Langara College)

Vancouver (CUP) — A crowd of activists, 
professionals and academics gathered at the 
Unitarian Church in South Vancouver on Novem-
ber 6th to discuss if protests can result in real 
change.
 The event, called “How does protest help?” 
was part of Simon Fraser University’s Philoso-
phers’ Café series, with discussions on different 
topics taking place throughout Metro Vancouver.
 A group of about 20 sat in a circle led by Sar-
ah Fleming, a senior lecturer in the department 
of Linguistics at SFU.
 A wide array of topics were covered surround-
ing protest, including government spending, the 
importance of speaking up, education and apa-
thy in society.
 Fleming asked the group tough questions, in-
cluding “What is required of protests?” “What is 
the goal of protests?” and “Will the government 
ever get good enough that we don’t need to pro-
test?”
 Citing uprisings from across history and 
around the world, the group discussed both major 
and minor issues in their two-hour discussion.
 Although there was a general consensus that 
protests can have power, there were some differ-

ing opinions among the crowd.
 Seymour Kelly, who works in investment man-
agement, noted his surprise at the ineffectiveness 
of the Occupy Wall Street movement and empha-
sized	that	protests	must	be	specific	to	work.
 “The public purse is depleted. We don’t have 
all these excesses where we can say, ‘what do we 
want?’ because guess what folks, we’re operat-
ing	in	a	deficit,”	said	Kelly.
 “We’ve got to manage our resources better 
because our system is — and I’ll use a very kind 
word — broken.”
 Although some disagreed, Kelly added that 
he believes the power in protest is in numbers.
 “[We have] the power individually, but we 
have to use it collectively,” he said.
 Chris Dalton, an activist and retired post of-
fice	 employee,	 said	 consuming	 nothing	 at	 all	
would be the most effective way of dealing with 
governments.
 He said that becoming non-consumers but be-
ing focused could have an effect. “Money seems 
to be the thing that’s in control of this planet,” he 
said.
 He also said he believes protest won’t work 
unless it affects people directly.

 “It’s got to be close to home. It has to be al-
most life-threatening,” said Dalton, adding that 
this is a problem, since sometimes things aren’t 
so black and white. “Some of our rights are start-
ing to get chiseled at,” he said.
 The media’s role in protests was also a hot 
topic, with a general agreement that without me-
dia coverage, protests wouldn’t be nearly as ef-
fective.
 But some were left questioning who controls 
the media, and expressed disappointment at the 
way protests like the Occupy Movement were cov-
ered in the news.
 Multiple Philosophers’ Café events will be 
taking place throughout November and Decem-
ber across Vancouver. §

“How does protest help?” brings vivid discussion to South Vancouver
Protest: useful tool for civil disobedience, or just plain annoying?
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Raymond 
Thomson
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Vice-President
Internal

Brandon university should develop a 
comprehensive plan to recruit international stu-
dents. Most Canadian universities have interna-
tionalized their student enrolment management 
plan to include student recruitment in non-tradi-
tional foreign countries. 
 The Canadian government annually distrib-
utes	public	dollars	to	the	provinces	to	finance	pro-
vincial health systems, post-secondary education, 
and other social welfare programs. Government 
is	 the	major	financial	source	 for	post-secondary	
institutions in Canada. Tuition paid by students is 
another important revenue source. 
 Federal transfers used for social spending 
by the provinces began to decrease in the mid-
1990s. The Liberal and Conservative federal po-
litical parities legislated a series of austerity mea-

sures	 that	 significantly	 reduced	 once	 generous	
social welfare programs in Canada. Both parties 
told	 Canadians	 that	 fiscal	 restraint	 and	 limited	
government would ensure economic growth and 
prosperity for all Canadians.
 The lack of federal support for post-second-
ary education has led to chronically underfunded 
Canadian universities. Cash-strapped post-sec-
ondary institutions have reacted to government 
fiscal	restraint	by	 increasing	tuition	and	fees	for	
students. International students pay much higher 
tuition and fees than domestic students. 
 The international student market represents 
an important economic opportunity for Canadian 
universities to exploit. Brandon University would 
do well to market itself on the world stage, partic-
ularly to rapidly growing countries in Latin America 

and Asia. Countries in these regions of the world 
are bursting at the seams with young people look-
ing to satisfy their intellectual curiosity. Brandon 
is a wonderful place for international students to 
receive a quality post-secondary education. 
 Recruitment of international students would 
have important positive economic and cultural 
benefits	 to	 Brandon	 University.	 An	 international	
student recruitment plan is an essential growth 
measure used by quality post-secondary institu-
tions in Canada. Senior administration ought 
to develop an international enrolment plan that 
promotes Brandon University to the international 
community that would help grow the institution’s 
educational capacity. §

International Student Recruitment at BU
A recommendation from BUSU’s Vice-President Internal

Graham Janz Last week our student representatives and 
administrators gathered for the biannual meeting 
with Manitoba Student Aid. This event gives our 
representatives	a	chance	to	discuss	financial	top-
ics, especially student loans. I thought I’d start 
my own discussion on this particular topic, and 
asked Ben Horne, BU alumnus and comic artist, 
to	 fill	me	 in	 on	what	 it’s	 like	 to	 have	 a	 student	
loan. “I have them and I have to pay them back,” 
he said.
 To contrast Mr. Horne, I asked University of 
Winnipeg student and musician Marshall Birch to 
comment. He said, “I don’t have student loans so 
I don’t know much about them really. […] Should 
school be free? Yeah! It leads to the most good. 
[…] Student loans shouldn’t have to be paid back 
until	people	get	a	job	in	[the]	field	they	were	aim-
ing at. Maybe good grades equals less payment 
for student loans? Maybe no interest on them? 
Student loans, student schmoans.”
 Brett Baloun, a BU student, recently received 
an $1,800 bursary from the Manitoba Govern-
ment. Students in Manitoba are automatically 
eligible for such bursaries and grants when they 
have an outstanding student loan. In addition to 
this, Ms. Baloun is happy to learn that the Mani-
toba government has reduced the interest rate by 
1.5%, leaving behind only the prime interest rate 
set by the Bank of Canada. This isn’t anywhere 
near the free education Mr. Birch 
suggests, but this kind of positive ac-
tion lessens the burden of debt itself 
and is perhaps a step in the right di-
rection. 
	 “I	 didn’t	 qualify	 at	 first,”	 Ms	
Baloun said, in reference to her 
loan, “because my parents made 
too much money even though they 
weren’t helping me pay for school. I 
either had to wait until a few years 
after I graduated from high school or 
completely disown my parents, which 
I really wasn’t interested in doing.” 
She had to postpone her university 

education	until	 she	qualified.	 I	asked	her	about	
the future of her loan and she replied, “If I can 
get into dental school, which is what I want to do, 
I’ll easily be able to pay off my loan. But it’s very 
difficult	to	get	into	dental	school	and	if	I	don’t	get	
in, I’ll have a huge debt. It’s scary.”
 Mike Hayden, BU alumnus, poet, and phi-
losopher, commented, “I think loans are great in 
concept. Most students cannot afford school if 
they, and their families, are expected to pay for 
the whole of their education. This said, the inter-
est rates the government has set are outrageous 
and discouraging to students. Loans should be 
tax free. Why? Well, for one thing, students and 
their families pay GST on everything. We are par-
tially already funding our own loans because the 
money is being, or ideally is supposed to be, cre-
ated through a social monetary contract between 
citizens. Regardless of the fact that our loan mon-
ey already partially comes from us, there is still 
the fact that as a society we see education as a 
good thing and understand that loans are need-
ed. Does this mean we need interest at exuber-
ant and crippling rates? Of course not! It means 
we need a referendum on how the loan system in 
Canada is structured.”
 Carissa Taylor, BUSU President, had this to 
say: “Student loans create a system in which stu-
dents from less privileged backgrounds are disad-
vantaged. If a student cannot afford to pay for uni-

versity upfront, they face interest rates, meaning 
they pay more for their university education than 
others.	Student	 loans	are	beneficial	 in	that	they	
allow students [to attend] who would otherwise 
be unable to attend university. The government 
of Newfoundland and Labrador have eliminated 
interest on provincial student loans, and this is a 
step in the right direction. The repayment assis-
tance plan is also a positive step, as the govern-
ment will cover the cost of interest for students 
who are part-time or have graduated and cannot 
afford their loan payments.”
 More and more people are seeking higher ed-
ucation as high school is being seen as less and 
less legitimate in terms of the level of education 
needed to function in society. Not only does so-
ciety	as	a	whole	benefit	from	education,	through	
providing the intellectual tools needed to achieve 
higher paying jobs which equates to higher taxes, 
and enabling people to make more informed de-
cisions, it further enriches the lives of individuals 
who seek higher education in an intrinsic sense. 
Should these riches, these positive externalities 
be muddied by strenuous, stressful, and some-
times scary debt looming overhead? §

What is your student debt situation? How does it 
affect your life? Write us a letter and let us know 
at eic@thequill.ca.

Student Loans: How do you cope?
In conversation with BU students about their life with student loans

the neW theQuill.Ca is live:
CheCk it out toDay! 

Comments? suggestions? 
email us: eiC@theQuill.Ca



 8 – Diversions

Quill Classifieds  Used desks for sale! Desks are metal and laminate; 
fairly well-used, but sturdy. 
Asking $30 or better offer.  For more information, 
contact gm@thequill.ca.

Ask Miss Q 
Q:

Dear Miss Q,

What do I get for my best friend for 
Christmas? Honestly, it seems like she 
has everything. I don’t want to get her 
something she won’t use or that she 
won’t like – plus we’ve been friends for 
years and I want to get her something 
she’ll really appreciate. I’m out of ideas! 
Please help!

Sincerely,
Giftless and Confused

A:

Dear Giftless,

I think you’re looking at it the right way. 
It’s clear that you really care about this 
friend	 and	 you	 want	 to	 find	 her	 a	 gift	
that embodies your friendship. Good on 
you!  A lot of people would have given 
up and bought a gift card at this point – 
not that there’s anything wrong with gift 
cards, of course.

So now what do you do? Well, have you 
considered asking your friend if there’s 
anything she’s had her eye on? It may 
not be the most original idea in the 
book,	but	then	you’re	assured	of	finding	
a gift that will be useful or desired. Alter-
natively, it may spike your imagination 
and give you some ideas for other gifts 
in the same vein.

A different route would be to make her 
something, if you’re the crafty type, or 
even to get some sort of gift that you 
could do together in the lead-up to 
Christmas: a gingerbread house kit, for 
instance, or maybe an evening of mak-
ing	 paper	 snowflakes.	 Giving	 a	 good	
friend the simple gift of time at Christ-
mas can mean a lot when we are so 
busy at this time of year.

Above all, give your friend friendship. 
That will mean more than anything.

Best of luck,
Miss Q

Do you have a question for Miss Q? 
Email it to us at missq@thequill.ca.

 We buy and sell quality new and used furniture for students.
People’s Marketplace, 32 13th Street, 204-727-4708.
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