
Groceries, rent, Inter-
net, clothing, fuel and vehicle 
maintenance, hydro bills, cell 
service, (more than) the odd 
night out: young adults, myself 
included, stereotypically spend 
a lot of money, and more often 
than not on things that may 
not be strictly necessary. As 
students, we spend that much 
more. As students of Brandon 
University, we are obliged to 
pay student fees upon enrol-
ment, and one of the services 
provided, whether you believe 
it to be useful or useless, is 
access to the Brandon Transit 
service. 
 For the cost of $15.51, 
we receive a thumb-nail sized 
sticker (available at the BUSU 
office) to adhere to our student 
cards which enables us to ride 
Brandon Transit from Septem-
ber through August. In addition 
to supplying students with the option of saving 
money on gas and outrageous on-campus park-
ing fees, public transit reduces harmful green-
house gas emissions and provides a safe means 
of transportation around the city during the day 
and after dark.

 “I live over twenty blocks away [from the uni-
versity],” says BU student Alanna Downey, “So 
the fact that it’s only a ten minute bus ride is 
phenomenal.” Vehicle-less, Downey uses the ser-
vice to commute to work and to other locations 
across the city, much like other BU students living 
both on- and off-campus who would otherwise be 

forced to walk long distances 
in often frigid temperatures. “It 
really does make it a lot faster 
to get around the city, espe-
cially to get groceries,” Downey 
says. 
     Students at Brandon’s Assini-
boine Community College pay a 
similar fee for public transit. “It 
helps me,” R.L., a second-year 
student who rides the bus to 
school daily, says, “but it sure 
doesn’t help the majority.” In ad-
dition to suggesting that buses 
operate on Sundays, R.L. and 
Downey both stated that Bran-
don Transit buses often arrive 
before their scheduled time, 
leaving students stranded until 
the next bus stops, which is an 
incredible inconvenience for all 
commuters, not just students.
      For non-students, the regu-
lar price for a monthly bus fare 

in Brandon is $66, which is 
comparable to Winnipeg’s fee of $77 per month 
in 2012 and $82.80 per month in 2013 for regu-
lar passes, and $61.50 per month for students. 
Unlike in Brandon, neither the University of Mani-
toba nor the University of Winnipeg have added a 
public city transportation — continued on page 3

Holly Kalyniuk
You pay for a U-Pass. What’s the verdict around the province?
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Transit for Students

Whether you are looking for a carton of milk 
for your cereal or a container of ice cream for your 
late-night stress-induced cravings, it can be hard 
to find a grocery store within a fifteen-minute walk 
from campus. While larger shopping centres can be 
found at both the north and south ends of Brandon 
in the Corral Centre and the Shoppers Mall, they 
are at minimum twenty-five minutes away on foot. 
 There are a multitude of grocery stores acces-
sible without a car or bus. Smaller convenience 
items can be found within a five- to ten-minute walk 
at Clemmensen’s Movies & More, which is located 
at 2340 Rosser Avenue and 24th Street.  Another 
option is a five minute stroll to Hurl’s Food Mart at 
1608 Princess Avenue. A fifteen-minute jaunt from 
campus leads to a variety of food and personal 
items obtainable at the Real Canadian Superstore 

at 920 Victoria Avenue. An additional option for an 
assortment of goods can be purchased at Giant 
Tiger, located at 2626 Victoria Avenue. Ready-to-
go meals, fresh and frozen meats are available at 
Clancy’s Meat Co. located at 839 18th Street. Spe-
cialty frozen foods can be purchased at M&M Meat 
shop at 99 18th Street. 
 If you are struggling with a sore throat or a 
sprained ankle, or any other general medical needs, 
there are walk-in clinics within walking distance of 
the university. The Newmount Medical (Walk-in) 
Clinic is a five minute walk from campus, located 
at 624 18th Street. Miller’s Pharmacy is located in 
the same building as the Newmount Clinic. An alter-
native is Wheat City Medical and Walk-In Clinic, lo-
cated in the Real Canadian Superstore where there 
is also a pharmacy. §

Katie Driedger

Shopping and Services near BU
Getting what you need without trekking across the city

Photo credit Flickr/Danielle Scott.  Yes, we know, it’s in Toronto.
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Wednesday, January 16th

 Last day for Second Term registration and course changes.   
 Last day for 100% tuition refund on Second Term courses.   
 Last day for 50% tuition refund on Both Term courses.
Wednesday, January 30th   
 Last day for 50% tuition refund on Second Term courses.  
Wednesday, March 6th

 Last day for Voluntary Withdrawal from Both Term courses.
Friday, March 22nd

 Last day for Voluntary Withdrawal from Second Term courses.
Wednesday, April 10th   
Second Term and Both Term courses end.
NOTE: Start/end dates for Undergraduate Education courses 
(Depts. 01-04 & 05 methods) will vary.  Please refer to the Finance 
and Registration website for further details on these dates.

For a full calendar of upcoming BUSU events, refer to page 7.

Important Dates this Term

As a youth, a resident of Brandon, and a member 
of the Youth Advisory Committee, I see the tremendous 
benefit that a youth centre in town could provide. A 
youth centre is a safe environment where you can chill 
with your friends and join in fun activities. It’s a place 
to go to experience new things, meet some new people 
and learn something new. It’s a place that can have 
homework clubs, arts or music workshops, recreational 
games and activities that is available to youth of all eth-
nicities, orientations, and income levels. It is a place 
that will be led by youth and allow them opportunities to 
make positive life choices. If this sounds like something 
that interests you I encourage you to support the devel-
opment of a Youth Centre in Brandon: that is, support 
Project Youth. 
 What can you do to help? You can log on to brand-
onyouth.ca and take the survey to show support for a 
Youth Centre, and while there, take a look at the infor-

mation about the Youth Advisory Committee to see if 
it is something you are interested in and how you can 
be more involved in the development of a Youth Centre 
through it. You can call, write, or email the Mayor and 
Council and tell them why they should support a youth 
centre. 
 In general, you can spread the word about the 
benefits of having a youth centre and encourage your 
friends and family to show their support. Start as soon 
as you can because the beginning of the year is when 
the City starts finalizing its budget!
 Remember, a youth centre can be almost anything 
you want it to be if you are interested and involved in 
the process and the benefits to the community can be 
immense. 
 More information can be found on the brandony-
outh.ca website or you can send me an e-mail: chran-
ord34@brandonu.ca. §

Ryan Chranowski

Project Youth
You can help Brandon get a youth centre!

I’ve heard that STIs can’t be cured. Is this true?
 This is an excellent question, one with an answer that many people 
struggle to understand.  An STI (short for sexually transmitted infection) is 
an infection that you can get from having any kind of sex (oral, anal, vagi-
nal) with an infected partner.  An STI can be caused by bacteria, parasites, 
or a virus.  Some STIs can be cured, while others cannot.  
 An STI that is caused by bacteria or parasites can be cured.  This 
means that an individual can receive treatment (e.g. antibiotics) that will 
make the infection go away.  Examples of bacterial or parasitic STIs in-
clude chlamydia, gonorrhea, syphilis, and pubic lice (crabs).  Be careful 
though – even if you’ve received treatment for a curable STI, you can be 
re-infected with the same STI.  That’s why it’s important to always practice 
safer sex!
 An STI that is caused by a virus cannot be cured.  This means that 
the virus lives in the body of an infected person forever.  Examples of viral 
STIs include genital herpes, HPV and genital warts, and HIV.  Treatment is 
available for the symptoms associated with viral STIs, however once a viral 
STI is contracted there is nothing a person can do to rid their body of the 
virus.  That’s why it is very important to use preventative measures (e.g. 
always using condoms). §
Information provided by the Sexuality Education Resource Centre.  Do you 
have questions about sexuality?  Send them to thefactsoflife@serc.mb.ca 
The information provided in this article is not intended as medical advice.  
Should you have any questions, please contact your health care provider. 

Kaitlyn White

Sexuality
Education
Resource
Centre

SERC Tips of the Week
STIs - curable or not?
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pass onto student fees, though 
they are now contemplating doing 
just that. 
 For U of W student Justin 
Pawluk, public transit isn’t ben-
eficial. Given he owns a vehicle 
and lives further away from a bus 
stop than the university itself, “it 
doesn’t make sense,” he says. 
“It’s usually more practical for 
me to walk or drive.” Tardy buses 
are also a problem in Winnipeg, 
Pawluk says. “This fall, I ended up 
waiting for a bus that was almost 
twenty minutes late while it rained 
and hailed on me, since the bus 
shack was full.” 
 On the other side of the board, 
University of Manitoba student 
Bailee Ploshynsky disagrees. De-
spite living on-campus and owning 
a bike, the Bison soccer athlete 
rides Winnipeg city buses at least 
three times a week during winter, 

and isn’t in favor of paying a man-
datory bus fare. “It is unreason-
able for those who have their own 
vehicles to pay for a service they 
will not use,” Ploshynsky argues. 
“In my opinion, the fee should be 
optional.”
 As the heated debate rages 
on, Brandon University students 
are obliged to pay for a year-round 
bus ticket regardless, and may 
as well reap the benefits of Bran-
don Transit. Even if you own a car, 
maintaining a sour outlook on the 
subject is arguably pointless. The 
cost is minimal and every vehicle 
is bound to break down on the 
day you really need to get to your 
doctor’s appointment on the other 
side of the city at least once. As 
for students who use the service 
regularly, it’s likely the most re-
warding $15 ever spent. §

Transit for Students
continued from front page

On december 3rd, students were charged a 
$35.00 student fitness fee. This fee entitles stu-
dents to membership for the Healthy Living Centre. 
With over 100 hours of operation per week, the 
facility provides members with a walking/jogging 
track, change rooms complete with showers and 
complimentary lockers, and a fitness facility with 
state-of-the-art cardio equipment.
 The fee is charged $35 per term, to a maximum 
of $70 annually. The fee is priced similarly to those 
at other Canadian universities, such as the Univer-
sity of British Columbia. The fee is included in tu-
ition much like the University of Winnipeg and the 
University of Regina. In comparison with other fit-
ness facilities in Brandon, the membership is eco-
nomical with the sessional fee of $8.75 per month. 
For example, year-long student memberships paid 
in full at the Brandon YMCA and Frederickson Per-
formance Centre are $420 and $398 respectively. 
 There is no opt-out policy in place for the stu-
dent fitness fee. It will be charged to all on-campus 
students, both full and part time. Many students 
have expressed displeasure with the fee being 
mandatory, including those with a recent purchase 
of a membership to another fitness facility, individ-
uals with a preference for facilities or equipment 
unavailable at the Healthy Living Centre, students 
with practicums outside of Brandon, and individu-
als who believe that involvement in a gym does not 
fit their personal lifestyle, amongst other concerns. 
The fee is similar to those associated with student 
services, the student union, or U-Pass, which are 
all available to students without an opt-out clause, 
even though not all individuals choose to utilize the 
benefits of these services. 
 The HLC will be open to students on January 
14th. §

Katie Driedger

The HLC Fee
How does that $35 compare?

Hello all you friendly people.  As 
I start my second term as The Quill’s 
Editor in Chief, I’d just like to take the 
opportunity to inform you all of the 
various things that have gone on in 
these parts since September.
 Our largest undertaking this year 
was the redesign and launch of the 
new TheQuill.ca, which went live late 
last term. We are currently working 
towards updating our website with 
new content more frequently than 
our print schedule; if you would like to 
earn some tuition credit this term by 
writing for us, whether online or print, 
please send me an email and I’ll hook 
you up.
 The big push this semester is 
going to be pictures.  The Quill has 
always been a strong source of text-
based journalism, but we like a good 
picture as much as we know you do.  
To that end, if you like taking pictures 
of things and people, you should also 
drop us a note – you can  get tuition 
credit for that, too.
 I’d also like to take this quarter-
page of an opportunity to give you all a 
heads-up that The Quill’s Annual Gen-
eral Meeting will be occurring in the 
next two or three months; keep an eye 
out as we will be announcing the date 
in the print edition sooner than later. 

Usually coming to our AGM means you 
get free food, so there’s that, but we’d 
love to give you the down-low on every-
thing that’s been going on as we up-
date the Quill’s business stuff so that 
we can continue to function as BU’s 
prime news source for many years 
to come. Here’s to another hundred 
years.
 As always, my inbox is open 24/7, 
and I always appreciate getting let-
ters from our readers.  Nothing tells 
me I’ve done a good job more than 
hearing someone give me their hon-
est opinion on an article we ran, or 
getting emails about local bands play-
ing  who need a reporter sent to cover 
their shows, or just plain old story tips.  
We’re your newspaper, so please, let 
us know how we’re doing— and tell us 
what sort of stories you’d like to read!
 If you’re interested in joining up 
with us for this term, the Quill staff 
meets on Tuesdays at 5:00 pm in our 
office, which is on the second floor of 
the Knowles-Douglas Student Union 
Building (one floor above BUSU, two 
floors above SUDS).  Alternatively, 
feel free to send me an email at  
eic@thequill.ca, and I can add you to 
our mailing list. None of us bite, but 
we’d love some new blood... 
 Here’s to another great term! §

Emily Diehl

Editor in Chief

A small hello to 2013
A new day dawns, and with it comes a million things to do

C
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eic@
thequill.ca
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From time to time, The Quill receives EPs and full discs from artists 
looking for a review. This year, I have taken on the job of reviewing these 
proffered gifts, and today present two more albums for your judgment: Rel-
ic’s Miles to Go and Ghost Lights’ Saltwater.

Miles to Go by Relic
 Miles to Go but to where? The stencilled image of a train 
on the album cover suggests Relic, also known as Rel McCoy, 
may choose the railway as his preferred means of transporta-
tion. Flipping over the album case, I notice a stencilled bus 
superimposed over onto a one-way road sign. Is it the bus or 
is it the train, Relic? Either way, one thing is for sure: Relic is 
an avid supporter of public transportation, and, wherever his 
destination lies, he has miles to go. 
 Miles to Go is fresh, while staying true to a traditional hip-
hop sound. The music isn’t aggressive or vulgar, void of derog-
atory comments and profanity. The beats are crisp and clear, 
but at times the music disappears, leaving Relic standing on 
his own rhymes. The lyrics are reflective of Relic’s personal ex-
periences and struggles: his involvement in music, social prob-
lems, substance abuse, personal beliefs, et cetera. I suppose 
the thesis of the album is that, although Relic is experiencing 
success in his musical career, he still has a long way to go, 
miles even, and, as we all know, an indefinite amount of miles 
can seem like a long distance either on foot, bus, or train. Relic 

produced and engineered this album entirely on his own. The only other 
credits belong to his friends who appear as guests in a few songs. I generally 
avoid listening to hip hop, but I recommend this album to anyone who does 
enjoy the causal injection. It is truly a milestone.
Listen to the full LP here: 
 http://relic.bandcamp.com/album/miles-to-go-2

Saltwater by Ghost Lights
 Saltwater is the product of Noah Cebuliak’s transcendental experiences 
in the wilderness of Alberta and British Columbia. The vocals are a bit dull, 
but reminiscent of a less-layered Bon Iver. The lyrics are noticeably influ-
enced by preeminent transcendentalist David Thoreau in their descriptive 
qualities, likening valley fog to some vast mysterious and organic being, as 
one example. The song structure is not straightforward, but at times winds 
like a meandering river. The production is crisp and the traditional rock in-
struments are, on one occasion, accompanied by a minimal orchestra. The 
music has a lounge quality to it, far from what I expected from a transcen-
dentalist poet. I was expecting noises to imitate the rustling of leafs and the 
bubbling of a mellow brook. Perhaps for the listener, the guitar and voice of 
Cebuliak will be sufficient. I suggest this album to anyone who enjoys the 
indie-folk genre.
Listen to the full EP here: 
 http://ghostlights.bandcamp.com/album/saltwater-ep

Graham Janz

CD Reviews: Miles to Go and Saltwater
Hip-hop and transcendentalism to start off your new year
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It’s official. We are all alive and well, which 
means we’ve made it to another new year and 
the beginning of a new semester. Congrats! I’m 
sure you made adult school look like child’s play. 
 It is almost an absolute certainty that all of 
you have spent your time flipped upside down 
and sliding off the edge of your couch this holiday 
season. So with all the information so carefully 
tucked between your ears for safekeeping until 
the day when you need it (give or take… never) 
let the question be posed: was there anything 
worth keeping between those ears? That is, did 
you learn anything?
 Now, that is not an invitation for a review 
of any science, mathematics, or literature class 
you may have attended. Or maybe it is if that’s 
all you’ve learned, but then I wouldn’t suggest 
sticking around for much longer. You see, that’s 
why it’s adult school – not just because you live 
alone, or perhaps with annoyed parents working 
two jobs to pay for it, but because you learn more 
than just the facts you hear in class. Or at least, 
you’re meant to learn more than that. Let’s re-
view, shall we? 
 The first lesson one may have learnt this year 
is the importance of sleep.  I really do think the 
bell rings true when I say we’ve all learned how 
much we really need to lay our heads down on a 
pillow, close our eyes, and just shut off for a while.  
It’s a necessity. Quit pretending you have some-
thing better to do; even the workaholics need 
some z’s. But let’s also call it as we see it: too 
much is too much. It’s almost guaranteed you will 
feel gut-wrenchingly sick to your stomach if you 
go to bed at ten then wake up near noon. At that 
point you will most definitely have better things to 

do. Try not to pass out after a marathon session 
at your computer screen: that is a surefire way to 
make those pleasant hours of bliss much harder 
to reach and full of headaches; read a book in-
stead before drifting off. 
 This year was all about trying to get back to 
normal for a lot of us, hav-
ing just had the strike ad all. 
With that came the realiza-
tion that as all the work of 
your course load gets piled 
on top of you, there is not 
going to be a randomly se-
lected time when all of it will 
stop and allow you to catch 
your breath. Just like in the 
real world we hear about so 
often (I’m beginning to un-
derstand it’s like the horizon in its ideology) these 
things just come at you, then whiz past, with or 
without you. The key is to take on that work or 
those personal errands head-on, and do them 
now: grab on as they pass by and see where it 
all leads. Waiting until you are moments away 
from the deadline to try and make things happen 
only accomplishes filling a river with your tears 
and nothing more.  What’s worse is you get about 
half of the mark you could have accomplished at 
best. 
 But it isn’t only your work ethic that has been 
enlightened.  Some, especially those of you still 
in the first year of your studies, spent first term 
learning your limits. How much homework can 
be handled? How many hours are you willing to 
spend studying? How many different avenues 
can you explore before you implode? It seems 

like there’s this urgent rush to get out into the 
world, such a rush that we take as many courses 
as we can, then one or two part-time jobs on the 
top to pay for all this. For some, this worked just 
fine, while others either saw it all come crashing 
down or made it through bordering on the edge 

of insanity all the while. 
 In this way, the second 
term can and should act as a 
sort of second chance: a way 
to start things anew. If you are 
in the group that nearly lost it 
towards the end, even just a lit-
tle bit, it’s time to sit down and 
reflect.  Don’t just reflect on the 
work ethic. Reflect on you and 
your choice to take this load. 
Can you handle it? Why not, or 

why so? Are you at all interested in these courses 
or this faculty?
  It’s all right to say no. If you do, it is not ab-
solute.  You are not saying you can’t handle uni-
versity or another kind of secondary education. 
What you are saying is that you’ve tried some-
thing and it just wasn’t for you, not at this time 
anyways. Even more important than the outcome 
of this introspection is the process itself: the pro-
cess of sitting down, looking at what you’ve done 
and accomplished, what you haven’t, and decid-
ing what you can change to make the cycle run 
smoother.  
 Overall, there are many things we’ve discov-
ered this past year. Be it within ourselves, others, 
or the world itself, it’s all important. These three 
are just a sample of the few things we should 
take note of and carry with us into 2013. §

Tye Dandridge-
Evancio

2013: A New Beginning?
On returning for the new year and what we’ve learned (or not) last year

“Let’s review, 
 shall we?”

Anna-Lilja 
Dawson

The Sheaf
(University of
Saskatchewan)

Saskatoon (CUP) — More than one million 
hard-copy books are set to be removed from Uni-
versity of Saskatchewan libraries in the coming 
years.
 The move, which will wipe the shelves at four 
of the seven campus libraries, is the third phase 
in the library’s long-term plan to become efficient 
in the digital age. This third phase follows phases 
of renovations that included the major renewal 
of the Murray Library and the addition of the Uni-
versity Learning Centre and Learning Commons, 
which nearly doubled student learning areas and 
service spaces in the Murray Library.
 The removal of the 1.1 million books will be-
gin with the Veterinary Medicine Library in Sep-
tember 2013, followed by the Engineering Library 
in 2014. Both the Law Library and the Education 
and Music Library will be gutted at an undeter-
mined later date.
 The remaining books will create a three-
branch collection in the main Murray Library, the 
Leslie and Irene Dubé Health Sciences Library, 
which will open in the spring of 2013, and the 
soon-to-be renamed Sciences Library, currently 
the Natural Sciences Library in the Geology Build-

ing.
 According to the official planning docu-
ment, the number of books that students have 
been taking out has dropped 42 per cent in the 
past decade. The university acquired 1.6 million 
books from 2008 and years previous, of those 
books, 1.1 million have been deemed suitable for 
disposal or storage.
 Books that are moved into the high-density 
storage facility will be available for students to 
read upon request in a provided location.
 Ken Ladd, associate dean of the U of S Li-
brary and co-author of the planning document, 
told the Star Phoenix that most universities are 
revamping their libraries with a shift towards a 
more digital book collection. The goal for most fa-
cilities, he said, is to decrease book space by at 
least 20 to 30 per cent.
 Despite the strategic move away from the 
printed copy, Vicki Williamson, dean of the U of 
S Library, told the Star Phoenix that visits to the 
Murray Library skyrocketed since the renovations 
three years ago.
 This space will be used to create a classroom, 
a reading room, graduate student commons, ad-

ditional space for special collections and archives 
as well as a digitization centre where resources 
can be made easily available beyond the U of S 
community .
 Ladd told On Campus News that the third 
and current phase of the plan will help define the 
university’s library by allotting new space for ar-
chives and special collections.
 “With the way electronic resources are going, 
libraries are becoming more similar to each other 
except for their archives and special collections. 
These, as well as service and facilities, are what 
makes libraries unique from each other.”
 The planning document describes the 
amount of books that will be removed as equiva-
lent to 32 kilometres of bookshelves. §

1.1 million books to be removed from U of S libraries
Making space for the digital age

cOmmenTs?
eic@TheqUill.ca
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Kevin Menz

The Sheaf
(University of
Saskatchewan)

Saskatoon (CUP) — The grassroots move-
ment Idle No More is rapidly gaining indigenous 
and non-indigenous support as First Nations, 
Métis and Inuit people fight against what they 
perceive to be threats to their sovereignty in Can-
ada.
 While many of the movement’s supporters 
don’t want to restrict Idle No More’s message to 
Canadian lands, the bulk of the dissent is cen-
tred upon the federal government’s omnibus Bill 
C-45.
 Critics of C-45 argue that it does not honour 
the treaties and it drastically eliminates protection 
of many lakes and rivers. However, as Jeff Denis 
wrote in the Toronto Star December 20th, “one 
could feel the movement brewing for years.”
 Denis highlights actions Prime Minister Ste-
phen Harper’s government has taken during its 
time in power that have pushed Canada’s aborigi-
nal community to revolt.
 “Since 2008, the Harper government has cut 
aboriginal health funding, gutted environmental 
review processes, ignored the more than 600 
missing and murdered Indigenous women across 
Canada, withheld residential school documents 
from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, 
abandoned land claim negotiations, and tried to 
defend its underfunding of First Nations schools 
and child welfare agencies.”
 Harper was also criticized by many Canadi-
ans and federal opposition parties last year for 
his handling of a housing crisis in Attawapiskat, 
Ont.
 Attawapiskat Chief Theresa Spence, who has 
emerged as an icon for Idle No More, made head-
lines last year when she declared a state of emer-
gency in the northern Ontario town located along 
James Bay. Spence, along with other community 
leaders, cited inadequate housing and a lack of 
electricity and running water as major problems 
that needed to be addressed before winter hit 
that year.
 Harper removed Attawapiskat’s finances from 
the local government’s control and placed the 
town under third-party management. Federal op-
position parties as well as Spence criticized this 
move and many opposition leaders urged Harper 
to visit the town, which he declined to do.
 Now Spence has joined the Idle No More 
movement and has been on a hunger strike since 
December 11th, urging Harper and the Governor 
General to meet with her and other First Nations 
leaders. The strike, which Spence began one day 
after the movement’s National Day of Action, 
helped bring widespread media attention to Idle 
No More.
 Idle No More was founded by four Saskatch-
ewan women — Nina Wilson, Sylvia McAdam, 
Jessica Gordon and Sheelah McLean — and the 
movement held its first event on November 10th 
at Station 20 West in Saskatoon. This first event 
was a small  discussion — especially compared 
to the larger rallies held more recently — on Bill 
C-45. The next week, events were held across the 

province in Regina, Prince Albert and North Bat-
tleford as well as in Winnipeg.
 The movement picked up a lot of its steam on 
December 10th with the National Day of Action. 
The day of action, which occurred one week af-
ter First Nations chiefs were denied entrance into 
the House of Commons following an attempt to 
express their frustrations with C-45, saw protests 
held in Toronto, Vancouver, Saskatoon, White-
horse and several other Canadian cities.
 These cities, along with an increasing num-
ber of Canadian communities, have hosted nu-
merous other rallies since December 10th.
 The movement has now spread into the U.S. 
and Europe as people all across the world use so-
cial media to express their solidarity with Idle No 
More.
 Idle No More first crossed the border Decem-
ber 21st when rallies were held 
in front of the Canadian con-
sulates in Los Angeles and San 
Francisco.

Bill C-45
Senate passed Bill C-45 in the 
House of Commons December 
14th. It will become law once the 
Governor General signs it.
 The Idle No More movement 
and several other First Nations 
refuse to honour the bill. They 
claim that C-45 violates the Unit-
ed Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
because it does not honour the 
treaties or indigenous sover-
eignty and because the federal 
government did not adequately 
consult with First Nations before 
instituting the legislation.
 Idle No More spokesperson 
Eriel Deranger told Global News 
that changes to the Indian Act 
will make it easier for the federal 
government to remove land from 
the First Nations. She said that 
not only can the Minister of Ab-
original Affairs now call a refer-
endum for land removal but also 
that the referendum’s results 
will stand no matter how few 
members of a First Nation at-
tend — previously, a referendum 
had to include all members of a 
First Nation.
 She also said that changes 
to the Navigable Waters Protec-
tion Act, Fisheries Act and Envi-
ronmental Assessment Act will 
weaken Canada’s environmen-
tal laws.
 The 130-year-old Navigable 
Waters Protection Act will be 
changed to the Navigation Pro-

tection Act, which will see thousands of Canadian 
lakes and rivers removed from federal protection. 
The government argues that the new act makes 
it easier to begin necessary infrastructure proj-
ects along waterways but Idle No More support-
ers believe the amendment too highly prioritizes 
industrial development over the environment.
 C-45 critics also argue that changes to the 
Fisheries Act, which previously required com-
panies to build new lakes or streams when one 
of their projects damaged waterways, will allow 
companies to opt out of these environmental 
commitments. They also argue that changes in 
the Environmental Assessment Act will too signifi-
cantly relax the environmental review process. §

Do you have comments about this piece? Write 
us at eic@thequill.ca.

Bill C-45 and Idle No More: outlining the connections
A closer look at the complaints levelled by the Idle No More movement against Bill C-45
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Suz Duff

BUSU
Vice-President
External

The brandon university Student Music 
Educators’ Association (BUSMEA) is a very ac-
tive student group on campus. The group is not 
limited to music students, being open to anyone 
interested in music education. The fee to join 
the group is ten dollars; this allows members to 
receive the club publication, the BUSMEA Buzz 
(a newsletter about student music educators), 
three times a year, as well as the option to attend 
several professional development sessions, with 
the exception of their largest annual conference 
called Da Capo, which is discounted for BUSMEA 
members. 
 I spoke with BUSMEA member Claire Powell 
about BUSMEA, their events, and the Da Capo 
conference that will be held in second semester. 

Suz Duff: What events has BUSMEA held so far 
this year?
Claire Powell: In terms of fundraising activities, 
we have held a Halloween bake sale, a chili sale, 
and a gingerbread cookie auction. For profession-
al development sessions we have held a “Clinic 
on Clinics” session with Graydon Cramer and Jan-
ine Waynes, which was centered on the details of 
clinics and how to run a successful clinic. We also 
held “Students Working with Students” which fo-
cused on specific instruments, “Portfolio Develop-
ment” with Barbara Miller, and “Lesson and Unit 
Planning” with Cam Symons who focused on the 
fundamental classroom lesson and unit plans. 

SD: I have been told that BUSMEA’s largest event 
of the year is the Da Capo Conference. What is 
Da Capo and when are you planning to host the 
event?
CP: The 7th Annual Da Capo conference will be 
held on January 19th, 2013 from 
about 8:30 am–5:00 pm.  It is a one-
day professional development con-
ference which BUSMEA members 
host and orchestrate. The aim of the 
event is to allow as many people as 
possible to enhance their music edu-
cation experience, including fields 

that they may not be comfortable in. Lots of learn-
ing happens!

SD: How long does it take BUSMEA to organize 
this event each year?
CP: We start planning right from the beginning 
of the year, in August or September. In the initial 
stages, we think about what topics we might want 
to present, of people who really like presenting, 
and who we want to return or new people we 
would like to have as presenters. From there, 
we divide into subcommittees: hospitality, regis-
tration, and technology; but the planning for the 
whole event is a group effort. Generally, it takes 
up the to the very last night to plan.

SD: Is the conference only for Brandon University 
student music educators, or are other universi-
ties involved?
CP: We have recently become an international 
event. Last year, we had a group of six students 
from Northern State University from South Da-
kota. They gave us really positive feedback and 
would like to come back this year. We have also 
had groups from the University of Saskatchewan 
and we’re in contact with the Universities of Re-
gina, Manitoba, and Canadian Mennonite Univer-
sity. We try to generate more interest from the 
schools in our area, because it is a great event 
and anyone who is interested should feel wel-
come to attend. In addition to students, a large 
base of music educators and people who are just 
generally interested from the Westman area and 
Brandon community come and attend. You don’t 
have to be a student or a music educator to at-
tend the event.

SD: What is the scheduling looking like for this 
year’s conference?
CP: It’s looking really great so far. We have a few 
of our old favourites coming back. Dr. Wendy Mc-
Callum presents every year and we love her. Kevin 
Doell, from Sunrise School Division, is doing pre-
sentations on interview sessions for education in-
terviews and he’s great; he comes back year after 
year and always has positive things to say about 
the event. We’re also having Dr. Earl Davey, vice 
president academic at Canadian Mennonite Uni-
versity, as keynote speaker. Also, we have some 
local presenters such as Jaime Chinchilla, Son 
Latino Band leader, with a presentation on per-
cussion. Kelsey Simpson and Christine Penner 
are our elementary presenters. Corey Taylor, a 
retail mentor, is presenting on connections to 
retail stores for instruments for Yamaha. Sheryl 
and Darryl Ferguson are presenting on good rep-
ertoire selections and the social experiences of 
students in the band class.

SD: Anything else you’d like to tell us?
CP: This year’s council is great, and every coun-
cil every year has been amazing, or else BUSMEA 
wouldn’t be where it is. Every year the group 
gains a higher standing and I am just so happy to 
be part of it. We have such a great group; we can 
have a laugh and still get a lot of work done at the 
same time. I would encourage anyone who has 
interest in music education to attend the event.

The costs for Da Capo are $40 for non-students, 
$20 for BUSMEA students, and $25 for regular 
students.  More information can be found on the 
BUSMEA website, their Facebook, and their Twit-
ter pages. §

Suz Duff Presents ... BUSMEA
Brandon University’s veritable fountain of music education information

The neW TheqUill.ca is live!
cOmmenTs? sUggesTiOns? 
email Us: eic@TheqUill.ca

Health and Dental
The opt-in deadline for second term health and den-
tal coverage is Friday, January 18th.  Please direct 
any questions to vpi@busu.ca.

Hockey Team
Students will once again be facing off against admin-
istration and faculty in a hockey game.  The game 
will take place on Saturday, February 9th.  Please 
email pres@busu.ca if interested.

Snowientation
Monday, January 7th

10:00 am–3:00 pm: Come learn about services 
offered by BUSU as well as those offered by CFS. 
Pick up your Student Saver Card or get an ISIC Card 
made.  At 11:30 am, free pizza!

Tuesday, January 8th

Trivia night in SUDS at 8:00 pm.  Free nachos for 
participating teams!

Wednesday, January 9th

11:30 am: Free BBQ in the Mingling Area. With burg-
ers.  Classy BBQ.

Thursday, January 10th

Snowman building competition!  Sign up with BUSU; 
build your own snowman on campus.  Winner will re-
ceive a $25 SUDS gift card.  Judging will take place 
at 4:45 pm.  Bring your own carrots.
Clubs Day in the Mingling Area from 9:30 am–3:30 
pm.

Friday, January 11th

Ten Dollar Tailgate at the Main Dining Hall, followed 
by Women’s and Men’s Bobcat Basketball at the 
HLC.  Attend both the tailgate party and the basket-

ball game to receive free cover for a social at SUDS.  
$5 cover for everyone else.  Doors open at 9:30 
pm.

Spirit Week
For each of the days below, participants can enter a 
draw in the BUSU office for a chance to win a Wii and 
Wii fit package!  One entry per day.

Monday, January 14th: Pyjama day
Tuesday, January 15th: Wacky hair day
Wednesday, January 16th: ‘90’s day. 
 Karaoke in SUDS beginning at 8:30 pm.  
Thursday, January 17th: Nerd or jock day.   
Friday, January 18th: School spirit day.  

Ferris Bueller’s Day Off will be played at 8:00 pm in 
SUDS.  Free popcorn!

BUSU News and Events
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Quill Classifieds  Used desks for sale! Desks are metal and laminate; 
fairly well-used, but sturdy. 
Asking $30 or better offer.  For more information, 
contact gm@thequill.ca.

Ask Miss Q 
Q:

Dear Miss Q,

The new term’s barely started and I 
already feel tired and overwhelmed.  I 
don’t feel like I got a break over Christ-
mas holidays and I just don’t know what 
to do.  I feel like I’m going to burn out 
before reading week.  Help!

Sincerely,
Vacation? What Vacation?

A:

Dear Vacation,

I feel your pain. Too often, we schedule 
so many things to do in our vacation time 
that by the time we have to go back to 
work, we need another vacation! In any 
case, it’s too late now to relax over De-
cember, so here are some tips for you.

Schedule yourself break time. I know it 
seems like your schedule is too full to 
even take half an hour, but the truth is, 
you do it anyway – and if you gave your-
self permission to take thirty minutes 
off here and there, you’d actually relax 
during that time rather than stress out 
about how you have no time to take as 
break.

My second tip is to work on one project 
at a time for a set amount of time, then 
take a break, then move on to some-
thing else.  Don’t stress out about every-
thing at once or else you won’t be able 
to think about anything at all.

Enlist some help! Get a study group or 
a homework group together where you 
can encourage each other to actually 
get some work done.

Remember that without your sanity, 
you won’t get anything done anyway. So 
breathe: the world isn’t going to go any-
where.

Best of luck,
Miss Q

Do you have a question for Miss Q? 
Email it to us at missq@thequill.ca.

 We buy and sell quality new and used furniture for students.
People’s Marketplace, 32 13th Street, 204-727-4708.
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