
The personal 
information of 
583,000 Canada Stu-
dent Loan borrowers 
and 250 departmen-
tal employees was lost 
after an external hard 
drive went missing from 
a Human Resources 
and Skills Development 
Canada (HRSDC) office 
in Gatineau, Québec.
 This loss of infor-
mation will affect stu-
dents who took out a 
student loan between 
2000 and 2006. How-
ever, it will not affect 
borrowers from Qué-
bec, Nunavut and the 
Northwest Territories 
at this time, as these 
systems are managed 
separately.
 The information was stored on the external hard drive as a backup stor-
age option for the information. 
 Although Human Resources and Skills Development Canada states that 
the hard drive did not contain any banking or medical information, the sen-
sitive nature of this personal information is troubling for many individuals. 
Names, birth dates, social insurance numbers, Canada Student Loan bal-
ances, and addresses were among the information lost on the hard drive. 
 The requirements for obtaining a driver’s license are a birthdate, full 
legal name, signature, photograph, and address. With the full name, date 
and location of birth, address, and parental information, one can apply for 
a birth certificate. It is with identification such as this that an individual can 

apply for a credit card or bank account.
 “The department will be making every effort to contact the individuals 
whose information was lost,” stated the Honourable Diane Finley, Minister 
of Human Resources and Skills Development in a statement released on 
January 11th, 2013. “This includes direct notification to those for whom we 
have current contact information. I am releasing all details on the breach 
publicly and we will be working with a number of external partners to ensure 
that Canadians are made aware of the data loss. The Department is con-
tinuing its investigation. The Office of the Privacy Commissioner has been 
consulted. My office has engaged the Royal Canadian Mounted Police on 
this matter, given its serious nature.” — continued on page 7

Katie Driedger
Personal information of 583,000 student loan borrowers on lost hard drive 
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Many students at Brandon University have been speaking out against 
the recently implemented Healthy Living Centre fee. The Brandon University 
Students’ Union (BUSU) has listened to these concerns, and responded.
 At a council meeting earlier this month, BUSU voted unanimously to in 
favor of a motion which outlined the condemnation of the mandatory $35 
per term Healthy Living Centre fee.
 “The idea behind the motion was to express council’s dissatisfaction 
with the imposition, by the university, of a mandatory user fee for all stu-
dents,” explains BUSU Vice President Internal Raymond Thomson. “There is 
no opt-out mechanism for students. All students must pay $35 per term. It 
doesn’t matter if they have a disability or if they are never, ever going to use 
the gym.”

 The fee was originally approved in February of 2008 by the Brandon 
University Board of Governors. Thomson notes that while a memorandum 
of understanding was signed at the time, it should not hold much influence. 
“That’s a separate generation of students,” he says. “It’s a non-essential fee 
that was implemented by the university without proper consultation with the 
current leaders of BUSU, and students.”
 Thomson adds he has heard a lot of frustration from students over the 
fee, which was first charged to students this semester. “I brought [the mo-
tion] forward because I had listened to dozens of students [....] The number 
one issue was: ‘why do I have to pay a user fee [for] a gym that I’m never 
going to set foot in?’”
 Moving forward, the goal for BUSU council is not to totally abolish the 
fee, but rather make it optional. — continued on page 6

Brady Knight

Assistant
Editor-in-Chief

Students’ complaints result in motion to condemn new gym fee
BUSU Council Condemns Mandatory HLC Fee
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Wednesday, January 30th   
 Last day for 50% tuition refund on Second Term courses.  
Wednesday, March 6th

 Last day for Voluntary Withdrawal from Both Term courses.
Friday, March 22nd

 Last day for Voluntary Withdrawal from Second Term courses.
Wednesday, April 10th   
 Second Term and Both Term courses end.

The Brandon Curling Club is hosting a free learn-to-curl clinic for adults on 
Saturday, January 26th from 1:00 – 4:00 pm.  Anyone ages 16 and over inter-
ested in trying out the sport is welcome.  No equipment is necessary.  For more 
information, call Darlene at 204-728-5211 or Gil at 204-726-3560.

Do you know of an event that the campus should hear about?  Drop us a line 
at eic@thequill.ca.  Classified ads of up to 30 words (excepting textbook ads) 
are free for students and clubs!

Important Dates & Events

Holly Kalyniuk

Review: Ye’s Buffet
Our intrepid reporter goes out on the town, just for you

Move over, Kim Lung and Wah 
Lee: there’s a hot new destination 
for Asian food in town! Disappoint-
ingly not actually called “Yes” (as in: 
“Is that a new restaurant in Brandon 
that I see?” “YES!”), Ye’s Buffet has 
very recently started calling 18th 
Street home. Located across from 
The 40 and beside Lady of the Lake 
in a large, red building impossible to 
miss, Ye’s provides a somewhat so-
phisticated twist to Brandon’s stan-
dard approach to the buffet dining 
experience and Asian cuisine.
 While most people can enjoy 
the majority of Chinese buffets for 
their selection and albeit greasy 
stereotypical collection of western-
ized Asian staples, Ye’s challenges 
Brandonites to think differently. 
Perhaps the most startling culinary 
choice is their negligence to provide 
guests with fortune cookies, an odd-
ly refreshing prospect. Maintaining 
classics like cabbage rolls, sweet-

and-sour chicken 
balls and chow 
mien noodles, 
Ye’s offers guests 
a plethora of oth-
er spiced meats, 
exotic salads (in-
cluding crab salad 
and seaweed salad, both of which 
are worth your while), tantalizing 
desserts, noodles, sashimi, maki, 
and sushi with all necessary fixings, 
all under the umbrella of a standard 
lunch buffet. 
 Sushi was prepared right be-
fore your eyes by a trio of chefs bus-
ily wrapping and rolling seaweed 
and sticky rice behind the sushi bar 
(a section of a train of buffet bars 
stretching across the length of the 
building), and the sushi available 
ranged from popular California to 
Red Tuna to Spicy Red Dragon Rolls 
(all fantastic). The somewhat scat-
tered seating arrangement noncha-

lantly accommodates large 
crowds and ridiculously 
long line ups both at the 
door and along the buffet 
bar. High ceilings and the 
lack of solid walls eases 
any possible feelings of 
claustrophobia due to the 
steady flow of people mov-
ing about, while simultane-
ously implying some sense 
of privacy. 
   To stake their claim, 
provide closet Asian food 
fanatics an excuse to re-
emerge, and establish a 
following, Ye’s offered fifty 
percent off their entire 
menu on their opening 
day, and twenty percent 

off throughout the following week 
(January 13th-20th). As a result, the 
lunch buffet for two people was 
around $25, an unbeatable price 
in Brandon if one demands both 
westernized Asian classics and su-
shi (which, yes, I do). Even The Sushi 
Hut’s $17 all-you-can-eat lunch deal 
can’t compete. 
 Staff was courteous, handling 
the swarms of hungry patrons with 
grace and ensuring the buffet table 
was never empty. Although prices 
are subject to change once their first 
week on the market expires, Ye’s 
definitely packs a punch in terms of 
getting what you pay for, both in din-
ing experience and fine cuisine. 
 Ultimately, however, The Sushi 
Hut is still arguably the best solution 
to calming your wild and unruly sushi 
cravings that, yes, everyone is liable 
to experience and indulge in even-
tually. But while the novelty lasts, 
and until I cease to grapple with the 
reality that sushi and a top-notch 
dish of chow mein noodles are be-
ing served side-by-side in Brandon 
of all places, Ye’s is definitely worth 
visiting again, a splendid break from 
the mundane cooking scene in my 
kitchen.
 Rating: 4 inappropriately giddy 
“Yes!”’s out of 5. §

Not sure about that one restaurant?  
Comment on this article at thequill.
ca and we’ll send someone out!

Is your voIce

goIng unheard?

solve that problem!

comment at

theQuIll.ca!
tell us

precIsely what 

you have to say!
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I suffer from depression.
 There, I said it.
 You know why I said it right off the bat?
 Because now you know someone who suf-
fers from depression. Because I’m going to talk 
about mental illness and whom it affects—but 
if I had started this article with a statistic about 
how many people suffer from mental illnesses in 
Canada, I would be willing to bet that quite a lot 
of you would have skipped to the next headline. 
In fact, it’s taking quite a lot of self-control for me 
to not crumple this article up, per 
se, and start again with an opener 
that doesn’t reveal to the entire 
campus that I suffer from depres-
sion. But. Deep breath.
 Moving on.
 I’ve chosen to print the fact 
sheet from Let’s Call BULLS#!T, a 
campaign being run by the nation-
al charitable organization Partners 
for Mental Health. I think this cam-
paign is great: not only because it’s 
incredibly relevant and particularly 
well-conceived as it targets youth, 
and, by extension, university stu-
dents. Let me say that again. Yes, 
you count. Don’t let anyone tell you 
otherwise, age bracket or not. 
 I’ve also chosen to put this 
article and the fact sheet on the 
third page of The Quill, rather than 
filling this with news stories. Some 
people might criticize me for that, 
but I think it is just as important, if 
not more important, for you to hear 
this message than it is for you to 
hear what’s going on in your com-
munity and on your campus – be-
cause, quite frankly, mental illness 
affects you just as much as a fee 
increase, a new professor or ad-
ministrative appointment, or even 
local news and entertainment.
 Why? Because you matter, 
and your friends matter, and your 
family matters. I am fairly certain 
that most of you reading this know 
someone else who struggles with a 
mental illness, whether you know 
it or not.  Mental illness is hard to 
talk about, even for those of us 
who have grown up with it – either 
a family member who suffers, or 
a friend, or a family friend … be-
cause there is so much stigma at-
tached to it that no one feels they 
can speak out. I call BS.
 In our society, an inability to 
function, for whatever reason, is 
condemned.  While I am not mak-
ing an argument against productiv-
ity (the clock does tick, and things 
do need to get done), I do argue 

that perhaps we need to focus more on our re-
lationships and the health of ourselves and our 
family and friends before our work.  The world is 
going to keep on turning no matter what, believe 
it or not, and I’d rather wake up in the morning 
feeling like a real person rather than a to-do list.
 Those of you reading this who are not suf-
fering from a mental illness: please help those 
who do.  You would be surprised how much even 
just the option of having someone to talk to can 
mean.  If a friend wants to talk, please listen – 
and please don’t assume anything at all about 

anything.  Be prepared to toss your ideas of what 
mental illness is out the window.  Don’t think you 
have to be perfect, either: just be there.  
 Those of you reading this who suffer from a 
mental illness: speak out.  Talk to someone you 
trust, or call the Westman Mental Health centre 
at 204-578-2400, or call the Mental Health Cri-
sis Line at 204-725-4411. You can get help, and 
there will be people who will care about you and 
want to help you. You do not have to live the way 
you are living now. Trust me. Life can get better.
 Life can get better for all of us. §

Emily Diehl

Editor-in-Chief

I’m calling bulls#!t, and so should you
Mental health issues and mental illnesses affect you whether you know it or not, so listen up
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It’s 2013, and the mayan apocalypse didn’t happen, so we are go-
ing to have to think about other things than the world ending as we look 
back on 2012. Why not entertainment? 2012 saw a number of highly antici-
pated projects come to fruition. We were introduced to some great new cre-

ations and we said goodbye to some of the biggest and best 
commodities in history. Here, in no particular order, is the best 
in entertainment media from 2012 according to The Quill.

Movies
The Avengers – Earth’s mightiest heroes assembled to take 
on a greater foe than the world had ever seen, and they did 
so in mind-blowing, super-power-owning, ass-kicking fashion. 
Arguably one of the best action movies ever.
Django Unchained – Tarantino’s signature wit and brutality is 
finally back in full force. The West is wild and the South sound 
doesn’t so great either. 
This is 40 – An awkward, uncomfortable, wonderful look into 
the inner workings of marriage. A film that will make you shud-
der at the things life will throw at you while making you long 
for the comfort of having someone unconditionally watch your 
back. 
The Secret World of Arriety – Breathtaking animation in yet 
another magnificent tale from Studio Ghibli. A wondrous peek 
into the world of the tiny beings known as Borrowers. 

The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey – The long awaited return to Middle-
earth marks the beginning of a brand new trilogy full of elves, dwarves, 
wizards, and fantasy. The Pale Orc, Azog the Defiler, may have been the 
best villain all year. 

Games
Halo 4 – One of the world’s most popular franchises is reborn into a sleek, 
fast, class based shooter. The best-looking Xbox 360 game to date. 
Journey – Remarkably beautiful game design meets emotion-evoking si-
lent narrative in one of the most moving gaming experiences you may ever 
experience. 
The Walking Dead: A Telltale Series – A game tailored around the choices 
you make. The horrible, haunting choices where nobody wins and no one 
forgets.
Mass Effect 3 – The first saga in the industry’s most detailed and expan-
sive universe reaches its pinnacle. Every decision you make affects the 
ultimate fate of the galaxy, and it couldn’t be more fun. 
Soul Calibur V - The ultimate in pick-up-and-play ease, combined with pains-
taking detail for those who wish to become competent. Thrilling swordplay 
without the usual blood and gore, Soul Calibur V’s accessibility for gamers 
of all types and ages is what makes it so fantastic. 

For the best albums and television of 2012, look over on page 5!

Richard Wong

Senior Reporter

The best of 2012 in Entertainment
Movies, video games, music: we have it all
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Albums
The Heist by Macklemore and Ryan Lewis – Conscious rap at its very best. Tackling 
a variety of tough subjects, Macklemore never stumbles, and still drops unbelievable 
verses. Some of the best production value on a rap album seen in quite some time, 

thanks to Ryan Lewis’s unique ear and inclination towards instrumentals.
Celebration Rock by Japandroids – The Canadian duo’s signature style of rock just 
makes you feel happy. It is an energy infused ride that takes you high and then takes 
you higher. This is the kind of music you dance to when you think no one is watching. 

Some Nights by Fun – Played to death 
on the radio but for understandable rea-
sons. Fun’s second studio album makes 
you feel exuberant and inspired every 
time. 
Red by Taylor Swift – Perhaps defying 
logic as to what makes a good album, 
this writer has seen more people lose 
their minds to Taylor Swift’s fourth studio 
effort than any album all year. People of 
all genders, ages, and creeds will jam 
out when it is playing and they will jam 
out hard, no matter the time, location, 
or their company. If that doesn’t make a 
good album then nothing does. 

Television
The Walking Dead – No show will imbue 
you with a more extreme sense of ten-
sion than the Walking Dead. Any char-
acter could die the most atrocious of 
deaths and any moment and it leaves 
viewers with mangled bitten nails while 
they teeter precariously on the edge of 
their seats.  
Community – A massive fan favourite 
due to its grand-scale concepts within 
contained story arcs, Community didn’t 
miss a step in season three. Episodes 
“Remedial Chaos Theory” and “Digital 
Estate Planning” are two of the most bril-
liant half hours of comedy you may ever 
see. 
New Girl – Zooey Deschanel brings her 
adorkable antics to the small screen and 
while it would be easy to dismiss the 
show as a run-of-the-mill sitcom trying to 
get by on the back of its big name star, 
New Girl is bolstered by its outstanding, 
hilarious writing and the fantastic chem-
istry of its incredibly likeable cast. 
Breaking Bad – Walter White is evil now. 
Everyone is going to have to accept it. 
The meek high school chemistry teacher 
is now the biggest, baddest meth dealer 
on the block, and things are just starting 
to get interesting. 
Game of Thrones – Everyone in Weste-
ros is evil. Everyone. No, that guy is too. 
Yup, even him. Television’s best political 
thriller is a cacophony of clashing steel 
and dragon fire and it may just be the 
very best thing you can tune in to. 

There you have it! That’s our call on the 
best of 2012 in the entertainment indus-
try. Do you agree with us or do you think 
our choices belong in the trash bin?  Let 
us know online at thequill.ca or on Twitter 
at @quillbu! §

The best of 2012 in Entertainment
Continued from previous page
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Lindsay Moore

The Gateway
(University of
Alberta)

Edmonton (CUP) — In response to any 
degree requirements, I hereby write this article, 
exempting myself from having to take any writing-
oriented classes here at the U of A. My written 
consent for making me sit through lectures about 
writing is needed at all times. Anyone reading this 
can copy and paste this and post it anywhere. 
This will place them under protection from the Ac-
ademic advisers. The violation of this exemption 
is punishable by law UofA1-088-02-10-0012-3 
and the Geneva Convention.
 This statement, while untrue, could be per-
ceived as real information without a little com-
mon sense and some online research. However, 
just because a person states exemption or pro-
tection from something using some technical 
jargon does not mean it’s applicable in real-life 
scenarios. Take the recent rash of pointless 
privacy-exempting Facebook statuses as an ex-
ample.
 Users believed that a lengthy, poorly written 
status could exempt them from certain usages of 
their personal information. In a matter of hours, 
the comedy website College Humor came out 
with a video explaining some of the contents of 
this “exemption” to all us Internet idiots. It’s fair 
to think someone is a bandwagon jumper or even 
simply an idiot for having posted the same un-
true status as 40 of their closest friends and it’s 
equally fair to be upset for being called a moron. 
However, this isn’t something to be distressed 
about.
 The real problem is that people are mindless-
ly fueling hoaxes and spreading unreliable infor-
mation online. Although some of it can be funny, 
people who don’t take a small amount of time 

to research these hoaxes pollute social media by 
spreading it around as facts.
 The web has never been a 100 per cent fac-
tual place to obtain information. Any user can 
contribute to what is presented on news feeds, 
personal blogs, encyclopedia pages and forums. 
Just because it was found on the Internet doesn’t 
make it true.
 This isn’t the first Internet hoax to be circulat-
ed virally, and it certainly won’t be the last. Just 
look at the Invisible Children fiasco that tried to 
bring attention to Joseph Kony’s use of child sol-
diers. The slogan KONY2012 spread like wildfire 
and many people planned to participate in protest 
events. Instead of this project running smoothly, 
many people quickly discovered that it was more 
of a hoax than a mission. It was quickly realized 
that Kony had been out of power for years and 
this campaign accomplished very little. Many 
new-found “activists” lost interest. It’s amazing 
what a little research can do. Most Internet users 
will never know if in fact the information they re-
ceived was true, nor will they know if their actions 
impacted any cause other than giving hits to a 
heart-wrenching video.
 Due to the sometimes-unreliable nature of 
the web, Internet users should take everything 
they watch or read with a grain of salt. It isn’t dif-
ficult to spend a couple minutes making sure a 
new Facebook status is accurate or if a play on 
words will insult a specific group of people. The 
World Wide Web is a database for an incredible 
amount of information and users should make 
use of this resource without polluting it. People 
need to think before they post. §

Putting thought into posts prevents problems
Fact-check that Facebook status, people!
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“It gives students flexibility, it gives them the op-
tion, nothing is imposed on them – it’s a better 
way of doing business,” says Thomson.
 He notes both students and the university 
have been comparing this fee to the $15 per 
year U-Pass fee that is also charged to students, 
which he says is unfair.
 “We negotiated with the city on [the U-Pass], 
whereas the HLC fee, there were no negotiations, 
and there were no consultations with students in 
recent memory,” says Thomson. “Students have 
collective control over [the U-Pass], but the uni-
versity has sole control over the HLC fee – they 
can raise it, they can adjust it as they see fit.” He 
adds students voted overwhelmingly in favour of 
the U-Pass, while voting against the HLC fee dur-
ing last spring’s BUSU elections.
 Thomson says the next step is to bring their 
concerns to the Board of Governors, who have 
final authority, and where the fee could be made 
optional. He hopes the board will listen to their 
argument and give it due consideration.
 Overall, Thomson says he has been unim-
pressed with the university’s handling of the fee. 
“They need this mandatory fee to keep that gym 
open, and they’re using students as a cash cow 
to pay for the gym. That to me is completely unac-
ceptable.”
 “Students have come to us and they’ve said, 
‘Why on earth are we paying an additional, non-
essential fee?’ And I say [...], ‘I don’t know.’” §

HLC fee condemned
Continued from front page

Jessica Lampard

The Martlet
(University of
Victoria)

Victoria (CUP) — When I first heard about 
genetically-modified (GM) food, I reeled at the 
ingenuity of customizing a food product through 
the very source: DNA. The prospect sounded like 
something from a science fiction film. To be hon-
est, it was a little unnerving. For the time being, 
though, I shrugged off the idea that I might per-
sonally have eaten GM foods. I assumed I’d know 
one if I saw one.
 When I later read that Canadian grocery 
stores are teeming with the stuff, I was less than 
thrilled. Why had I never seen any labels advertis-
ing GM ingredients? Where were all these futuris-
tic foods hiding?
 After some investigation, I found out GM 
foods often look and taste just the same as non-
GM foods and, despite this fact, the Canadian 
government doesn’t require them to be labelled 
as such.
 In other words, we’re basically stripped of the 
ability to choose what we prefer to buy — GM or 
non-GM — as soon as we enter a grocery store. 
The shelves are lined with laboratory-born cre-
ations. In fact, roughly 70 per cent of the pro-
cessed food sold in Canada contains at least one 

GM ingredient. But trying to identify them is futile 
unless you’ve first done some research. And even 
then, the task is somewhat hit-or-miss.
A short history of GM
GM food made its world debut in 1994, two 
years after the U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion dubbed it “not inherently dangerous.” The 
ground-breaking first GM food was the Flavr Savr 
tomato sold in the United States, which was de-
signed to stay fresh longer than the average to-
mato. Canada began selling GM food in 1996, 
and now ranks fourth among the world’s top GM 
producers after the U.S., Argentina, and Brazil.
 The only four GM crops grown in Canada 
are soy, corn, canola and sugar beet; but multi-
ingredient snacks such as cookies, pizza, chips, 
etc. often contain at least one of those four crops 
in some form or another. For example, sucrose is 
made from sugar beets.
 It’s easy to see why controversy has been 
buzzing since the start, given that GM is pretty 
much all around us in disguise. Opponents warn 
of potential danger — including risk to our health 
and to the environment — while supporters say 
GM food could actually boost overall health of the 

world population and do the environment some 
good.
The science behind it
Let’s back up for a moment to review some basic 
biology. Every life form has unique genes, and it’s 
the genes that determine the unique set of traits, 
or characteristics, an organism displays.
 For instance, for each of your own traits — 
such as your hair colour, height, whether or not 
your skin is freckled, etc. — there is a specific 
gene or sequence of genes to thank. If you re-
placed just the genes that determine eye colour, 
you would appear unchanged except for your eye 
colour.
 Similarly, there’s a gene (or genes, depending 
on the trait) responsible for each trait in other life 
forms, such as plants, as well. When genetically 
modifying, scientists basically aim to slice out 
the relevant genetic material from one organism 
and insert that material into another organism. 
After the act is done, the enhanced organism can 
pass along its new genes by reproducing, just like 
natural life forms.
 Gene swaps are usually performed between 
same-species organisms (i.e., plant to plant), but 
it’s possible to mix the genes of any life form re-
gardless of species. Corn that’s been given DNA 
from bacteria is just one example. §
 This is the first part of a multi-part series. 
Check back next week!

Are you eating a mutant meal?
Breaking down genetically-modified food
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Raymond 
Thomson

BUSU 
Vice-President 
Internal

Structural inequality threatens to 
erode the societal fabric that binds together Can-
ada’s social democracy. Fundamental Canadian 
values of fairness, cooperation, compassion and 
egalitarianism have been swept aside and forgot-
ten by Canada’s public leaders. The philosophy 
of neoliberalism and its central tenants of com-
petition, individualism, deregulation, and wealth 
accumulation are transforming the socio-cultural 
landscape of Canada. 
 Political parties have been the main mecha-
nism used to dismantle democracy in Canada. 
Elected representatives at both the provincial 
and federal levels of government have introduced 
legislation (e.g., C-38 and C-45) to further the 
neoliberal economic order. 
 Government was once a strong advocate for 
Canadians, but a partnership between small-gov-
ernment politicians and corporations has dimin-
ished it as a main institution of collective power. 
In Canada, social democracy is threadbare and 
near extinction. Citizens must organize in a col-
lective effort to ensure public leaders uphold the 
principles of democracy. 
 An elite group benefits from the destruction of 
the Canadian state. Limited government results 

in less protection for a majority of Canadians. A 
reduction in the size and potency of government 
is particularly troubling for the underprivileged so-
cial classes. Traditional marginal groups require 
legislative pro-
tection from 
the ruling ma-
jority. Legis-
lative reform 
that reduces 
g ove r n m e n t 
responsibility 
further pushes 
these social 
groups to mar-
gins of society. 
Lack of govern-
ment regulation creates an open and purely mar-
ket-based economy. In this set of circumstances, 
market forces define the values and customs of a 
society. 
 Corporate bosses use well-funded and highly 
organized lobby groups to exert influence over 
political institutions in Canada. The Canadian po-
litical system is saturated with corporate special 
interest groups. Provincial and federal politicians 

seem to be more concerned with the interests of 
corporations than the social welfare of all Canadi-
ans. Government spending on social programs to 
help improve the condition of its citizens has de-

clined. The wealthy see expen-
ditures as wasteful spending. 
 Economic growth 
means prosperity for the rich-
est Canadians. Better wages 
for blue-collar Canadians is 
long overdue. Wages are stag-
nating and are not increasing 
at the same rate as corporate 
profits. Underemployment and 
unemployment remain per-
sistent problems for workers. 
Union leaders do not have the 

bargaining clout they once had. Government has 
enacted tough laws to make union activities dif-
ficult. Resource development threatens to further 
marginalize First Nations Canadians. 
 Canadians must take collective action. Com-
munity organizing and mobilization will be impor-
tant strategies. Citizen engagement is the great 
awakening that will oust the autocratic provincial 
and federal regimes. §

Structual Inequality Threatens All Canadians
BUSU Vice President Internal Raymond Thomson’s take on Canadian society
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“Canadians must 
take collective action.”

 It was on November 5th, 2012 that it was first discovered by a 
Human Resources and Skills Development Canada employee that 
the hard drive was missing and the subsequent search efforts be-
gan. The HRSDC departmental security officer was notified twenty-
three days later on November 28th. It was on December 6th that it 
was detected that the hard drive contained the personal informa-
tion of Canada Student Loans program clients. The Office of the Pri-
vacy Commissioner was notified on December 14th. It was only on 
January 7th that the Royal Canadian Mounted Police were notified. 
The news of this event was finally released to the general public on 
January 11th, sixty-six days after the hard drive was lost. 
 This event was announced just months after a USB stick car-
rying the personal information of 5,000 Canadians was lost in No-
vember by the Human Resources and Skills Development Canada. 
That USB stick contained social insurance numbers, medical re-
cords and birth dates. It was during the investigation of this USB 
stick that it was realized that the external hard drive was missing.
 “I have requested that HRSDC employees across Canada re-
ceive comprehensive communications on the seriousness of these 
recent incidents and that they participate in mandatory training on 
a new security policy to ensure that similar situations do not occur 
again,” said Finley. “Further, I have instructed that the new policy 
contain disciplinary measures that will be implemented for staff, up 
to and including termination, should the strict codes of privacy and 
security not be followed.”
 If you believe that you may be affected by this security breach, 
you can contact HRSDC at 1-866-885-1866, from 8:00 am – 8:00 
pm EST. §
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Holly Kalyniuk Rumours began circulating last week about an 
aboriginal man who was allegedly taken by Brandon 
City Police, driven to the outskirts of the city, and left 
to walk back with no reason. Days after news of the 
incident surfaced on social media sites, the victim ad-
mitted it was all a lie.
 The story claimed the following: abducted by Bran-
don Police after having left a house party on the week-
end, then driven to Brandon Airport, 20-year-old Jay 
Moosetail was forced to walk in frigid temperatures 
back to the city after officers stole his winter coat and 
sweater. On social media sites, including Facebook, 
the officers present were accused of uttering racist ob-
scenities while making reference to the “Idle No More” 
movement. As a result, the RCMP was called in to in-
vestigate the BPS.
 Moosetail came forward about his false Facebook 
message, and the post has since been removed. “I am 
really sorry I made that up,” Moosetail said. “It never 
happened. I was just mad because of the way they 
treated me.” Moosetail said he was stopped by police 
while walking home from a weekend party, searched, 
and called “a dirty Indian.”
 Constable Ron Burgess, a spokesman for the 
Brandon Police Service, said a formal complaint from 
the victim was never received. Regardless, Moosetail’s 
accusations are being taken seriously and a formal 
outside investigation by the RCMP is underway. §

Idle No More/Police Incident a Hoax
Inflammatory comments on social media lead to police investigation



 8 – Diversions

Quill Classifieds  Used desks for sale! Desks are metal and laminate; 
fairly well-used, but sturdy. 
Asking $30 or better offer.  For more information, 
contact gm@thequill.ca.

Ask Miss Q 
Q:

Dear Miss Q,

How do I know if I need to get fit? What 
level of workout is good? I feel like I’m 
maybe too lazy, and I don’t want to be 
unhealthy, but I’ll be honest – working 
out is hard and I’m not a big fan. How 
can I be healthy without becoming a fit-
ness nut? It’s not my style.

Sincerely,
Healthfully Lazy?

A:

Dear Lazy,

Luckily, it’s possible to be fit and healthy 
without becoming, as you put it, a “fit-
ness nut”. Nonetheless, I’m unfortu-
nately going to have to tell you that you 
will have to do some physical activity!

The first third of the fitness problem is 
sleep. Sleep for the amount of hours you 
need to, on the schedule that makes the 
most sense. You may need to adjust that 
depending on your classes, though!

The second third is diet. Eat whole 
grains, fruits and vegetables, and lean 
meats as well as non-meat proteins. 
Avoid highly processed food. A good 
marker is the ingredient list: aim for five 
ingredients or less.

The final third: physical activity. To intro-
duce some into your daily life, try walk-
ing! If it’s too cold (or too far) to walk 
to school, check out the Healthy Living 
Centre’s new walking track: I’ve heard 
great things. You could work out with 
a friend on non-cardio workouts, like 
strength or endurance training. 

The best level of physical activity for you 
can only be determined by a doctor, but 
if you’re feeling good and you can run 
up a set or two of stairs without being 
out of breath... you’re likely pretty good.

My best,
Miss Q

Do you have a question for Miss Q? 
Email it to us at missq@thequill.ca.

 We buy and sell quality new and used furniture for students.
People’s Marketplace, 32 13th Street, 204-727-4708.
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