
From January 
24th to 27th, Bran-
don’s 7 Ages Produc-
tions brought to life the 
hilarious, and arguably 
offensive comedy, The 
Producers. Originally 
a 1968 film, The Pro-
ducers was brilliantly 
adapted into a play by 
Mel Brooks (Blazing 
Saddles, Silent Movie, 
and Spaceballs) and 
Thomas Meehan (Annie 
and Hairspray), hitting 
Broadway with Nathan 
Lane (MouseHunt and 
voice roles in The Lion 
King) and Matthew 
Broderick (Farris Beul-
er’s Day Off) taking the 
reins as money-hungry 
Max Bialystock and the 
mewling, incompetent 
Leo Bloom. 
 “It is the most out-
rageously funny musi-
cal I have ever seen,” 
said 7 Ages director 
George Buri. “I saw it on 
Broadway in 2006 and 
have wanted to do it ever 
since.” (By George, aren’t we glad he did!) Fans of both the film, and 7 Ages 
Productions set the bar high, and Buri and his team rose to the challenge. 
 For a modestly-titled production, The Producers packs a distinct, argu-
ably offensive punch. A “goldmine of satire, farce, and parody,” the play 
tossed all notions of political correctness out the window just as fast as 
unabashedly proud Neo-Nazi Franz Liebkind’s mechanical pet pigeons 
could flap their swastika-decorated wings. While leaving every age, gender, 
race, and culture pleasantly offended before the curtain’s final descent, 
one couldn’t help but feel slightly liberated by the production’s blunt antics. 
From an immaculately casted Max Bialystock portrayed by Jeremy Lancaster 
screaming, “Who do you have to fuck to get a break in this town?” only min-
utes in, to performers dancing in Nazi uniforms chanting, “Don’t be stupid, 
be a smarty: come and join the Nazi party!”, The Producers left no sensitive 
subject untouched and materialized every grossly offensive thought to cross 
the audience’s mind on stage. But as director George Buri said lightly, “It is 
a night of silliness.”
 Phenomenally cast, every actor truly enabled the production to reach its 
full potential. “Casting this show was wonderful because all the perfect pieces 
fell into place,” Buri admitted. From Clint McLachlan’s impersonation of the 
quivering Leo Bloom, to Kenna Simpson’s brazen portrayal of Bialystock’s sexy 
Swedish assistant Ulla, to more minor roles like Trish Buri as a comical, sex-

crazed elderly woman, each actor executed their role to near perfection. The 
Quill’s own Tye Dandrige-Evancio car-
ried out a stunningly flawless portrayal 
of Carmen Ghia – definitely one of the 
most entertaining personalities in the 
production. Sean Keogh’s Franz Lieb-
kind captivated the audience, rivalling 
the protagonists, especially during his 
“Nazi hoedown,” while 7 Ages regular 
Jeremy Lancaster wowed the audience 
with his Nathan Lane accent, which he 
sported for the entire play - even while 
playing around with other accents and 
singing.
 “Our cast and crew are incredibly 
talented and devoted,” said Quill Editor 
in Chief Emily Diehl, who played one of 
Bialystock’s horny elderly patrons. “I’ve 
never been in a production that was so 
complicated, but everything has pulled 
together and it’s been great fun.” - con-
tinued on page 2 

Holly Kalyniuk
Shocking, outrageous, insulting - and thoroughly entertaining
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The Producers: Absolutely Hilarious

Max Bialystock (left), portrayed by Jeremy Lancaster, with Leo Bloom (Clint McLachlan) during Sunday’s matinée performance of “The Producers.”
Photo credit Brady Knight.
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Wednesday, January 30th   
 Last day for 50% tuition refund on Second Term courses.  
Wednesday, March 6th

 Last day for Voluntary Withdrawal from Both Term courses.
Friday, March 22nd

 Last day for Voluntary Withdrawal from Second Term cours-
es.
Wednesday, April 10th   
 Second Term and Both Term courses end.

The Brandon University Anti-Bullying Society (BUABS) has orga-
nized a Movie Night for Wednesday, January 30th at 7:00pm in 
the Elephant Room (3rd Floor of the KDC Building). There will be 
a silver collection at the door if you would like to help the club. 
We will provide some popcorn, veggie/fruit tray, pop, water and 
juice, but you can bring more snacks if you’d like. We also en-
courage you to bring your favourite to watch since we will decide 
a movie that night. 

Enactus members will be giving a presentation, called Money 
Management, on money saving tips and budgeting. The presenta-
tion is for BU students and they will be presenting in room 206 of 
CHO on Thursday, January 31st from 6:30-8:30 p.m. At the end 
of the presentation we will then give students the choice to par-
ticipate in the Enactus Spending Journal Challenge, which comes 
a chance to win money that will be put directly into the winner’s 
Brandon University Account. They will then decide whether to put 
it towards tuition or books. The Spending Journal Challenge will 
take place over a month where participants will track their spend-
ing for the month and see how much money they save.

Volunteer Opportunity - The Brandon Youth Association is offering 
an exciting short term introductory bowling program for kids be-

tween the ages of 5 and 12 years old.  Sessions are 45 minutes 
in length where they are introduced to the basics of bowling. A 
presentation for BU students will be held in room 206 of CHO on 
Thursday, January 31st from 6:30-8:30 PM. No experience is re-
quired regarding bowling - you just need to have patience and love 
kids, we’ll teach you the basics.  This program runs for a total of 
8 weeks and the two sessions we require help with are Tuesdays 
from 5:15 p.m. - 6:30 p.m., and Saturdays from - 10:45 until noon. 
For more information please give Wanda a call at 204-727-2695 
or email info@thunderbirdbowl.ca.

Do you know of an event that the campus should hear about?  
Drop us a line at eic@thequill.ca.  Classified ads of up to 30 words 
(excepting textbook ads) are free for students and clubs!

Important Dates & Events

Katie Driedger

Justin Trudeau Set To Visit BU Campus
Federal Liberal leadership candidate will stop in Brandon during Manitoba tour

Justin Trudeau will be 
making an appearance at Brandon 
University.
 Mr. Trudeau will be at the uni-
versity on Thursday, January 31st for 
a presentation slated to start at ten 
o’clock in the morning. The event is 
touted as, “A Conversation with Jus-
tin Trudeau,” and is being hosted by 
the Brandon University Politics Soci-
ety. It will be held in the Ceremony 
Room, 141 Health Studies Building.
 Justin Trudeau is in the midst of 
an extensive campaign in the Liber-

al Party of Canada leadership race. 
He will be travelling throughout the 
province of Manitoba on January 
31st. After his short visit at BU, he 
has scheduled presentations in Por-
tage la Prairie and Selkirk. 
 Presently, Mr. Trudeau serves 
as the Member of Parliament in the 
Montreal riding of Papineau, where 
he was first elected in 2008. His 
responsibilities as an MP have in-
cluded position as the Liberal Party 
Critic for Youth, Post-Secondary 
Education, Amateur Sports, and 

Multiculturalism, as well as Citizen-
ship and Immigration. Mr. Trudeau 
has also sat on the Parliamentary 
Committee on the Environment and 
Sustainable Development, and Citi-
zenship and Immigration.
 Justin Trudeau, the eldest son 
of the late Right Honourable Pierre 
Elliott Trudeau and Margaret Sin-
clair Trudeau Kemper, was born on 
December 25th, 1971. He is cur-
rently married to Sophie Grégoire, 
with whom he has two children: 
Xavier James and Ella-Grace. §

 The stage was elaborately decorated for every scene and the 
costumes were incredible. This was especially true for dance num-
bers such as the catchy “Springtime For Hitler,” where Ulla strut-
ted down a set of stairs wearing a scandalous skin-toned leotard 
and enormous iridescent wings while Nazi banners hung behind 
her. The glamorously dressed Roger DeBris, Carmen Ghia, and 
their various associates fashionably stole the show, both in terms 
of their personal attire, and influence in “Springtime for Hitler.”
 The musical numbers couldn’t have been more impressive. 
With an intricate dance featuring interlocking arms and rapid spin-
ning during the opening number, and ornate lifts, jumps, splits, 
and dives throughout the musical, there was nothing that could 

have been improved upon. At one point, a legion of elderly women 
stormed the stage and paraded around with their walkers, and lat-
er on, Lancaster carried his own under a single spotlight through 
“Betrayed.” “Springtime For Hitler” was equally as lyrically, musi-
cally, and visually charming, with Kenneth Jackson “show[ing] the 
world the Hitler” we didn’t know through Roger’s flouncy dancing, 
and “Keep It Gay” was utterly fabulous!
 Wholly witty, immensely entertaining, and ridiculously hilari-
ous, The Producers is bound to go down as one of 7 Ages’s most 
spectacular productions yet. Much like the play within the play, 
ironically enough, The Producers was “shocking, outrageous, in-
sulting…and I loved every minute of it!” §

The Producers: Absolutely Hilarious
Continued from front page
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Print journalism? Not for me – or so 
I thought. 
 While I have had ambitions of becom-
ing a journalist for a long time, I never really 
gave much thought to print. I thought it was 
a dying medium. Before I came to Brandon 
University, I worked (and still do) at the lo-
cal radio station in my hometown. I hope to 
continue in radio, and eventually make the 
switch to television. For me, broadcast jour-
nalism is where I want to work. 
 I started writing for The Quill in my first 
month at BU. While I was not an aspiring 
newspaper writer, I needed experience, and 
it represented an opportunity to develop 
much-needed skills. Needless to say, I have 
quite enjoyed writing for The Quill, while work-
ing with some fantastic people.
 However, it was not until earlier this month 
that I started to believe print journalism was not 
dying a slow and drawn-out death.
 From January 9th to 13th, I had the privilege 
of going to NASH, the annual national student 
journalism conference hosted by the Canadian 
University Press (CUP). For those of you who 
haven’t been so lucky as to attend this event, it 
is filled with incredible speakers, seminars, a ple-
nary, and different social events every evening – 
essentially student journalists “nerding out” for 
five days.
 Throughout the conference I heard many dif-
ferent opinions on the direction of print journal-
ism. When talking to younger people like myself, 
many believe it is on a permanent decline. And 
until I arrived at NASH, I would have agreed.
 But over the course of the conference, I came 
to the realization that while print journalism may 
be on the dying in the traditional sense, it is actu-
ally adapting and transforming into a unique new 
medium.
 Today, more and more people – especially 
the younger generation – are getting their news 
online. Over the past five years in particular, 
there have been tremendous gains in the world 
of online journalism. Breaking news stories now 
spread worldwide in minutes. Just think of how 
the Twitterverse exploded in activity during the 
tragic shootings in Newtown last month. This 
swiftly flowing river of information, combined with 
the burning desire of citizens to obtain as many 
details as possible, has revolutionized news orga-
nizations.
 Consumers expect to have immediate and 
complete coverage of breaking news events. Be-
cause of this, news organizations must find the 
balance between being first, and taking the risk 
of being wrong, or risking the wait for verification 
to preserve their reputation. That is part of the 
reason why during the above-mentioned crisis, 
the shooter was incorrectly identified in original 
reports.
 This speedy flow of information has long 
been present in television. The world is filled 

with news coverage that has been reduced to a 
formula. Watch any newscast and you can see 
it – breaking news at the top of the hour, sum-
ming up with a “feel-good” story, and a variety of 
90-second pieces in between. The nature of this 
instantaneous, emotion-based, sound-bite jour-
nalism has allowed newspapers to step in and fill 
an important gap. The rest of the story.
 In his keynote address to NASH delegates on 
Friday night, Brian Stelter of the New York Times 
talked about the importance of less breaking 
news coverage, and more “why did it break?” sto-
ries. Most newscasts are pretty much identical – 
footage of the same locations, the same people, 
and the same media scrums. Everything is then 
edited down to the all-important 90 seconds.
 However, this leaves a gap between the basic 
information and in-depth coverage. This is where 
print publications get their chance to shine. 
Think about the last time you heard something 
on the news that piqued your interest. Perhaps it 
was the “Idle No More” movement, a story about 
your city increasing taxes, or maybe allegations 
of corruption brought forth against government 
officials. How did you go about finding more in-
formation? Which media sources did you use? 
Chances are, if you are looking for details, you will 
find them in print.
 The articles you found when searching were 
probably longer. But they had the specifics – in-
depth interviews with many of the parties in-
volved, detailed analysis, and answers to those 
questions left untouched by television reporters.
Print publications have the time to produce cap-
tivating stories, and the space to allow for exten-
sive information. During a session at NASH, it 
was standing room only when Chris Jones from 
Esquire spoke about interviewing for feature ar-
ticles. As a case study, he used his piece “Ani-
mals” about the tragic events that unfolded in 
Zanesville, Ohio in October 2011. When you read 
the article (which you should, if you haven’t al-
ready - http://www.esquire.com/features/zanes-
ville-0312) the incredible details are what sets it 
apart from other news coverage. You can picture 
the entire scene in your mind, and once you begin 
reading, it is impossible to stop. While it wasn’t 

published until nearly five months after the 
incident, Jones told the most compelling story, 
unveiling a side many had never heard.
 Journalism is about informing citizens, pro-
viding information, and telling the stories of the 
day – the primary goal of all media outlets. But 
you will never see such a compelling story as 
Jones’s on a supper-hour newscast.
 There is no doubt the world of print journal-
ism is changing. Today, reporters must have many 
of the same skills as a television videographer – 
the ability to write, report, and make use of mul-
timedia. Reporters are using video, pictures, and 
creating interactive features for their websites. 
The web also gives them greater ability to cover 
breaking news, along with the various social me-
dia platforms, particularly Twitter.
 The print industry is diversifying, and com-
ing to grips with the fact many people no longer 
read papers to get their daily dose of information. 
Newsrooms are cutting jobs as budgets shrink 
in an incredibly competitive market. But at the 
same time, slowly but surely, they are changing 
how they deliver content.
 At NASH there were multiple sessions each 
day dealing with web content and social media. 
From growing your online audience and tips for 
working with WordPress, to apps for mobile plat-
forms, the journalists who presented these ses-
sions demonstrated the print world is adapting to 
the new online culture. With paper subscriptions 
falling, and the demand for online content con-
stantly growing, there is little choice for papers. 
They must keep up if they want to remain com-
petitive. So far, many are holding their own – still 
firmly entrenched in their respective niches – and 
stand to be around for countless years to come.
 While print publications might not be the first 
place people go for breaking news, they are still 
incredibly relevant. They have, and must continue 
to adapt to the ever-changing world of journalism. 
They may not look like a “traditional” newspaper 
anymore, but print journalism plays a vital role in 
media coverage, and will continue to do so in one 
way or another well into the foreseeable future. 
The presentation may be changing, but the power 
of the written word still remains. §

Brady Knight

Assistant 
Editor-in-Chief

Print Journalism is Changing, Not Dying 
In today’s fast-paced world of news, print is finding its niche

Chris Jones speaks to delegates at NASH75 in Toronto. Photo credit Brady Knight.
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If one were to listen to this unique treasure as a single song, the sto-
ryline would go something like this: the protagonist and his friends visit hell, 
and a bar, to save their lady friends. After meeting and conversing with Sa-
tan for a while, the prince of demons convinces his guests to join him in the 
dining room where the head of the waiter is served. 
 Two realities clash in this album: the fantastical dream world and the 
‘real’ world. One must consider the possibility that the protagonist suffers 
from schizophrenia, and that hell is a bar, not, perhaps confusingly, a bar in 
hell, or, perhaps most simply, that these events are only happening inside 
the mind of the protagonist as he sleeps. The bar transforms into a forest, 
and our hero and company find themselves on a sing-along quest for the 
beer. The beer is quickly  acquired, and in returning to the bar, our fellowship 
exposes the frivolity of social conventions: specifically competitive courting 
rituals, as the male members of the company sport fancy suits and fake the 
French language to impress a French woman named Joanna.
 The division between the dream world and ‘real’ world is revealed as 
the protagonist wakes, lying on a sidewalk somewhere in Winnipeg, being 
offered a ride in a fire truck. The protagonist rejects the offer and exclaims, 
“being escorted by a fire truck is worse than being alone!” Had the firefight-
ers stuck around, a brutal streak of reckless murders may have been pre-
vented. Following their departure,  haunted by visions of hell and his own 
mental instability, the protagonist plays the role of a serial killer, murdering 
his victims in a distinct signature style. This killing spree reaches its melodic 
climax and the listener is thrown into a mellow yet somehow chaotic scene 

of hapless swimming lessons (and confusion), which concludes the final 
track. 
 Whether Mr. Basham intended these six songs to be enjoyed as one is 
unknown to me, but it’s certainly possible. I swear he told me it was about 
a schizophrenic serial killer when he gave me Don’t Swimmin’, but during 
an intimate kitchen performance he prefaced each with a description of the 
events which inspired the compositions.
 The lyrics are laced with bizarre and dark humour sung in a matter-
of-fact style , which may result in a raised eyebrow or two, accompanied 
by outbursts of laughter. At times the songs sound incomplete, a notable 
example being Five Alarm Hangover. The majority of this song takes a slow, 
trudging,  tempo. Then, near the end, the song kicks into double time. Here 
I expected some transformation to elevate the song to a new level, but after 
only few seconds it abruptly stops, leaving the listener unsatisfied and hun-
gry for more.  On the other hand, nothing is redundant or repetitive, and all 
of the songs progress towards a climax. The best song is probably Bridge 
Without A Bridge, on which Mr. Basham leaves his bass and drums to stand 
alone with his voice and guitar, while successfully saving a man, much to 
his displeasure, from jumping off a bridge.
 You can listen to the whole thing for free here: http://stevebasham.
bandcamp.com. §

Do you know a band we should review? Email us at eic@thequill.ca.

Graham Janz

CD Review: Don’t Swimmin’
Steve Basham takes you on a series of fantastical adventures
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A book hangover, for those who may be unaware, is the inability to 
start a new book because you are still living in the last book’s world. This 
phenomenon happens often to book lovers, and I recently had the joy of 
re-experiencing this wondrous and annoying feeling again. The cause of my 

two-week-long book hangover? Seraphina by Rachel Hartman. 
 Seraphina is a fantastical book about a world in which humankind and 
dragons  co-exist peacefully, thanks to a treaty created forty years in the 
book’s past by the human monarch and her dragon counterpart. In order 

for the dragons to function in human 
society, they possess the ability to ‘fold’ 
themselves into human form, often 
lending their intelligence to human uni-
versities. Although there is peace in the 
realm, there is great mistrust between 
the humans and the dragons. 
  Born during this peaceful reign, 
Seraphina Dombegh is a gifted musi-
cian who has reason to fear both spe-
cies. Offered a position at court as the 
Assistant Music Mistress, Seraphina 
joins the court at an unfortunate time: 
a member of the royal family is found 
murdered in a suspiciously draconian 
fashion, which dredges up old hostilities 
on both sides. Drawn into the investiga-
tion, Seraphina works closely with the 
captain of the Queen’s Guard, Prince 
Lucian Kiggs – a dangerously percep-
tive individual. The more the sinister 
plot to destroy the peace is uncovered, 
the more Seraphina is forced to struggle 
to protect her own secret, one so power-
ful that it could mean her very life. 
 This book kept me turning the 
pages. I literally read this novel in a 
day. The characters are rich, intelligent, 
witty, and full of odd quirks that make 
them larger than life. Hartman’s writing 
style stands out from the typical Young 
Adult fiction writers. There is no dumb-
ing down of words, no patronizing men 
who deal with a bland heroine, and a 
strong female lead who discovers her 
true self. Although Hartman writes in 
a way that makes you feel like you are 
missing important information without 
actually missing important information, 
everything is explained quite satisfacto-
rily in the plot, keeping the reader from 
feeling too unintelligent. This amaz-
ing story is a well-rounded mixture of 
genres, including fantasy, adventure, 
and suspense. This is a must-read for 
all fantasy lovers, and anyone who loves 
a well-written, well-developed novel. §

Taylor Coppicus

Reviewing Rachel Hartman’s Seraphina
Warning: reading could result in a book hangover

Comments?
Let us know!

eiC@thequiLL.Ca
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Jessica Lampard

The Martlet
(University of
Victoria)

Victoria (CUP) — When I first heard about 
genetically-modified (GM) food, I reeled at the 
ingenuity of customizing a food product through 
the very source: DNA. The prospect sounded like 
something from a science fiction film. To be hon-
est, it was a little unnerving. For the time being, 
though, I shrugged off the idea that I might per-
sonally have eaten GM foods. I assumed I’d know 
one if I saw one.
GM on the farm
For centuries, farmers have been selectively 
breeding their crops to produce hybrids — new 
plants that display characteristics of both par-
ent varieties. The process of naturally attaining 
an ideal hybrid can take years, as there are of-
ten bad traits passed along with good traits. But 
GM allows farmers to grow new versions of crops 
that are guaranteed to display certain sought-
after traits. Nowhere are benefits more immedi-
ate than on the farms where crops take root and 
grow.
 One of the most common GM crops is pest-
resistant corn. This corn contains genes from a 
type of bacteria that produces protein lethal to in-
sects. Among other common GM crops are those 
with a tolerance to toxic chemical sprays. These 
weed-killers would normally kill the crops along 
with the weeds.
 Farmers can also grow GM crops made to 
thrive in soil that would otherwise be too dry or 
salty to support life, and crops immune to plant 
diseases. The appeal to farmers is clear. They 
can potentially reap more product than usual at 
harvest. To sum it up, farmers can theoretically 
cash in on GM crops — at least in the short term.
Control issues
Although sometimes farmers manage to benefit, 
choosing to grow GM can, in some cases, lead to 
financial loss. This outcome often occurs when 
the companies that sell the GM seeds controls 
how those seeds are used.
 A small number of companies are respon-
sible for supplying the majority of GM seeds. The 
largest of these companies is Monsanto, who 
also owns the patent to a popular brand of weed 
control products known as Roundup.
 Monsanto exerts considerable control over 
the use of its products. According to the Centre for 
Food and Safety, before buying Roundup Ready 
seeds farmers must sign an agreement, specify-
ing that they “will not save and replant seeds pro-

duced from the seed they buy from (Monsanto).”
 In other words, buyers must agree to let the 
seeds produced by their GM crops go to waste. 
Presumably, they will buy new seeds every year 
from Monsanto — making this rule very lucrative 
for the company. Also, Roundup Ready seeds 
always must be bought from Monsanto, not pur-
chased indirectly through other farmers.
 When Monsanto believes its rules have been 
violated, the company has a history of taking le-
gal action against the farmer in question. One of 
the most well-known cases occurred when farm-
er Percy Schmeiser was found to have illicit cano-
la growing in his fields. Schmeiser said the GM 
seeds had blown over from a neighbouring farm. 
Monsanto, however, wanted Schmeiser to pay a 
fee regardless. The company went forward with 
a trial despite having zero proof that Schmeiser 
had illicitly obtained the GM canola.
 The fact that GM crops can and do spread via 
wind gives credibility to Schmeiser’s claim. Such 
a natural phenomenon may account for many of 
the cases in which Monsanto has pursued legal 
battles with farmers for allegedly obtaining GM 
seeds illegally. According to Monsanto, the laws 
are in place to protect licensed growers.
 To eliminate any chance of replanting seeds 
or otherwise using them for personal profit, a new 
type of GM seed has been developed that pro-
duces sterile crops. If these “terminator seeds” 
are put on the market, the farmers who plant 
them will have no choice but to re-purchase a 
new supply every year.
Safety testing and health
While benefits to companies that sell GM prod-
ucts are clear, benefits to the rest of us are up 
for debate. A concern among some experts is the 
way the Canadian government tests GM foods 
for safety — namely, that it does not. Instead of 
performing independent tests on each new GM 
food, Health Canada relies heavily on information 
given by the GM companies themselves about 
their proposed products.
 Also, a concept called “substantial equiva-
lence” is relied upon during the safety assess-
ment process. Health Canada compares the pro-
posed new GM food to non-GM foods that have 
been around long enough to be accepted as safe, 
and factors the degree of similarity into the deci-
sion.
 Many people see such screening methods 
as simply not good enough given that, according 

to certain scientists and organizations such as 
the World Health Organization and Greenpeace, 
there are potentially unique health risks from GM 
foods.
 Greenpeace, for example, lists on its website 
that “development of antibiotic resistance, aller-
gic reactions, nutritional changes, creations of 
toxins” are among the possible health hazards of 
GM, and also asserts that GM food is “a giant ge-
netic experiment with unpredictable and possibly 
irreversible risks.”
 But the experts are divided on whether or not 
GM food is safe for humans to eat. Perhaps the 
real cause for concern, according to the scientific 
report “Beyond risk: a more realistic risk assess-
ment of GMOs,” which was published by The Eu-
ropean Molecular Biology Organization in 2008, 
is that the public is excluded from meaningful 
discussion about what safety means to them.
 “Scientific experts ... are certainly not experts 
at determining and evaluating what the public 
might consider to be acceptable types of risk for 
several reasons,” according to the report.
 And while the report also indicates that an 
open discussion about safety could have its own 
problems, such as varying degrees of scientific 
knowledge and difficulty coming to a consensus, 
the authors conclude that “it seems more com-
patible with the values of a democratic society 
to overcome these problems rather than to sim-
ply eliminate the public from decisions that will 
have a significant impact on their lives.”
 After all, no tests have been done to prove 
long-term health effects of GM food — although 
we, the consumers, must deal with whatever im-
pacts come about. Many people feel that they 
haven’t been adequately engaged in decisions 
about whether growing and selling GM foods in 
Canada is even a good idea. §
 This is the second part of a multi-part series. 
The first part was published January 22nd. Check 
back next week for part three!

Are you eating a mutant meal?
Breaking down genetically-modified food

Taylor Coppicus

Deadline for Work Study Program Fast Approaching
Funding available for faculty to hire students

Since 2002, the Brandon University Students’ 
Union has offered its members a Work Study pro-
gram. This program allows students to find gainful 
employment in their chosen fields of study. Through 
this program, Brandon University faculty may re-
ceive funding when they hire undergraduate and 
graduate students as research assistants. These 
positions are for both full-time and part-time work 
during the year, for any amount of time.

  Students can apply to their faculties for any 
positions that become available. Any faculty want-
ing to apply for funding for research assistants can 
download an application form from the BUSU web-
site, or pick one up at the BUSU office. All funding 
requests must be returned to BUSU by February 
13th, 2013. If students or faculty have questions, 
they can contact the BUSU office on the first floor of 
the Knowles-Douglas building. §

is your voiCe
going unheard?

soLve that 
probLem!

Comment at
thequiLL.Ca!



Scott Hastie

The Silhouette 
(McMaster
University)

Hamilton (CUP) — The winds of change 
are blowing around the Canadian Inter-univer-
sity Sport (CIS). On Dec. 16, David Grossman 
of Sportsnet 590 hosted CIS President Leo 
MacPherson to discuss a recent meeting of uni-
versity presidents. Important issues were cov-
ered in the meeting regarding the short and long 
term.
 MacPherson spoke at length about worries of 
a “talent drain” which hampers the quality of play 
in the CIS.
 “We don’t have a consensus that we have a 
crises on our hands for young Canadian prospec-
tive student-athletes for the CIS migrating to the 
National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA),” 
said the CIS President. “But there is some con-
cern.”
 He went on to explain that the league is judg-
ing the loss of Canadian talent on a sport-by-sport 
basis, pointing to women’s hockey as a particular 
area of concern.
 The CIS also discussed a Canada West pro-
posal to have a “tiered-league” in Canada. In the-
ory, the CIS would turn into a nation wide confer-
ence instead of the current division set-up. The 
Ontario University Athletics, Atlantic University 
Sport, Réseau du sport étudiant du Québec, and 
Canada West conferences would be absorbed 
into one new super-league. MacPherson was 

skeptical of the idea.
 “We have a very, very broad geographic land 
mass that we have to cover in Canada. I just don’t 
see the financial feasibility of that happening, but 
it is provocative dialogue,” said MacPherson.
 One of the major points of the interview was 
insight into the workings of the CIS recruitment 
and eligibility rules, and the lack of a compliance 
office. The league boss explained how the CIS 
operates on an honour system and that there 
have been minimal problems thus far.
 Eligibility talk didn’t stop there; the CIS is dis-
cussing elongating the eligibility for student-ath-
letes. The CIS allows students five years of eligi-
bility in seven years after leaving high school, but 
this could be increased to seven or eight years 
per MacPherson’s comments. However, the he 
was not the biggest advocate for the idea.
 “I think we’ve got it just about right at five 
years,” MacPherson argued.
 The final issue discussed was the status of 
scholarships in contrast to the NCAA.
 The American operation has the ability to of-
fer “full-ride” scholarships, meaning athletes can 
get residence, food, tuition and fees covered by 
their sport endeavors. In the CIS, scholarships 
can only cover tuition and fees, and the dollar 
amount that can be distributed varies from con-
ference to conference.

 The reason for less money available to CIS 
athletes is tied to budgets of athletic depart-
ments.
 Scholarships “are based on the ability to pay,” 
said MacPherson. “What we see in the NCAA 
is the upper echelon of Division I, with packed 
football stadiums and packed basketball arenas. 
There is some serious dollars tied to that.”
 MacPherson commented that the meetings 
were much better than he expected. The viability 
of the CIS is a debatable topic, but the league is 
acknowledging this and will continue to look for 
input from all university administrations. §

CIS address competition with NCAA
CIS President discusses a wide variety of issues
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Suz Duff

BUSU 
Vice-President 
External

At the beginning of each school 
year, BUSU and BU Student Services 
team up to put on a number of orienta-
tion events. This year, BUSU wanted to 
have a second-term orientation as well 
as our regular first-term orientation. We 
held events for two weeks (January 7th-
January 18th) and called it “Snowienta-
tion.” Our hope for Snowientation was 
that we would be able to connect with 
students who were starting in January, 
as well as giving returning students a lit-
tle bit of a pick-me-up before school got 
too busy.
 Some of our more popular events 
were free pizza, Trivia Night, free burgers, 
The Young Pixels social, and karaoke. It 
was really exciting for us to see so many 
students at these events, because one of 
our main goals for the year was to give back to 
our members as much as we could. It also gave 
us, the BUSU executive and council, the ability to 
talk to students and be as approachable as pos-
sible. 
 One particular event that proved to be quite 

successful was karaoke at SUDS. Not only did we 
have many students in attendance, but we also 
had several BU administrators make a musical 
appearance, including BU President Dr. Deborah 
Poff, Dr. Dean Care, Dave Rowland, and Glenn 
Kirby. SUDS bar supervisor, Karla Voth, said that 
it was the “second most successful night that 
SUDS has had since [she’s] been there.” Events 

such as these that reveal what a spe-
cial environment we have here at BU. 
Students, administration, and faculty 
can get together and sing karaoke, 
compete in Trivia Night, and really get 
to know each other on a personal lev-
el. 
 On behalf of BUSU I would like 
to thank all of the people who made 
Snowientation such a success: Karla 
and her team at SUDS, all the BUSU 
Commissioners, Ashley Andrews and 
the BUSU office staff, Look Music, The 
Young Pixels, and of course all of the 
students who attended.
  For the last three months of our 
term, the BUSU Council would really 

love to host more activities for students. We 
want students to know how essential they 

are to the university and to the union. If you have 
any ideas for events that you would like to see 
happen before the end of the year, please email 
me at vpe@busu.ca or stop by the BUSU office 
any Wednesday morning between 8:30 am and 
9:30 am. §

Snowientation A Smashing Success
BUSU’s second-term orientation featured free food, entertainment, and karaoke

the new thequiLL.Ca is Live!
Comments? suggestions? emaiL us: eiC@thequiLL.Ca

Brandon University President Dr. Deborah Poff, and BUSU President Carissa Taylor 
take part in karaoke at SUDS during Snowientation. Photo credit Jenna Clinton.

do you have 
Comments

or questions?
read this artiCLe 

and others at

thequiLL.Ca today!
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Quill Classifieds  Used desks for sale! Desks are metal and laminate; 
fairly well-used, but sturdy. 
Asking $30 or better offer.  For more information, 
contact gm@thequill.ca.

Ask Miss Q 
Q:

Dear Miss Q,

There’s this person who wants to be my 
friend, but they’re going way overboard 
and it’s getting really creepy.  They’re 
always texting me, calling me, trying 
to catch me in the hallway.  I don’t re-
ally share any interests with them, and 
while I don’t dislike them, I don’t really 
have any interest in hanging out with 
them on a regular basis – and their be-
haviour is really starting to annoy me!  
What can I do?

Sincerely,
Harassed and Confused

A:

Dear Harassed,

It sounds like you need to sit down and 
have a talk with this person. Be clear 
with yourself beforehand what you want 
the boundaries to be between you and 
them, and then be very firm and clear 
with the other person as to what those 
boundaries are.  Tell them that their be-
haviour is frustrating and unacceptable, 
and that you aren’t okay with it.

Then, you need to stop responding.  
Don’t respond to their texts, or their 
calls.  If they catch you in the hallway, 
be polite and courteous, but remind 
them if they complain that you set your 
boundaries and that you intend to abide 
by them.

It’s not okay for anyone to invade your 
privacy or your personal space.  Re-
member to be polite, but be clear.

Best of luck,
Miss Q

Do you have a question for Miss Q? 
Email it to us at missq@thequill.ca.

 We buy and sell quality new and used furniture for students.
People’s Marketplace, 32 13th Street, 204-727-4708.
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