
Brandon university Fine Arts student 
Nicole Myker presented her thesis exhibition 
this past week.  Titled “Crude”, the show is an 
exploration of heavy 
machinery as well 
as other themes as-
sociated with the oil 
industry.  “I wanted 
to put myself out of 
the element of what 
I usually do, [so I] 
chose machinery and 
steel,” says Myker.  
 The show meshes 
of a variety of media.  
On one wall, a series 
of expressively-drawn 
images of pump jacks 
in a prairie landscape 
are flanked by large 
vividly-coloured im-
ages of industrial ma-
chinery on either side.   
In another area of the 
galley, there are sev-
eral cut-out images 
depicting bucket-
wheels and a Wabco 
truck in an abstracted 
manner.  
 Perhaps the most 
arresting of the im-
ages sits on a central 
wall of the gallery, vis-
ible from outside as 
well: an impressive 
mixture of rigid lines 
with loose and expres-
sive strokes that add 
life, character, and 
beauty.  It is a power-
ful image, presenting 

the world of oil and machinery with a warm and 
inviting smile that draws passersby off the street 
and into the gallery for a closer look. 

 While the images are all visually appealing, 
Myker’s purpose went far beyond the creation of 
the images [...] — continued on page 5

Tye Dandridge-
Evancio

BU fine arts student challenges our perception of the oil industry 
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“Crude”: Oiling the Art Machine

Nicole Myker presenting one of her works. Photo credit Tye Dandridge-Evancio.
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Friday, March 22nd

 Last day for Voluntary Withdrawal from Second Term courses.
Wednesday, April 10th   
 Second Term and Both Term courses end.

Tuesday, March 12th

 Karl Orff’s Carmina Burana,7:30 pm, WMCA.
Wednesday, March 13th

 3:40 pm, Brodie Building 1-35 
 Sarah Plosker presents “Private Quantum Channels”.
Thursday, March 14th 
 6:00 pm – 10:00 pm, Sutherland Gallery of Art
 Opening reception for Angela Tompkins’ ‘Evolving’.
  Exhibition runs until March 23rd.
Friday, March 15th

 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm, Clark Hall 104
 Kenton Storey, History - “Full Disclosure? Governor James 
  Douglas, Aboriginal Violence in British Columbia and 
  the Colonial Office”
Thursday, March 14th – Saturday, March 16th

 Brandon Jazz  Festival. Events at the Lorne Watson Recital 
  Hall, WMCA, Evans Theatre, and Kinsmen Hall.
Saturday, March 16th – Sunday, March 17th

 50 Years of Bond at the Evans Theatre. All seats are $6.
Monday, March 18th 
 BU Athletics Awards Night.  Drinks at 5:30 pm and supper at 
  6:00 pm. Tickets are $30 dollars at the HLC front desk.

Tuesday, March 19th 

 6:30 pm Brodie Building 3-18
 MCAT prep workshop. Info from Dr. Patrick Jackson 
  at 204-727-9777.
Friday, March 22nd

 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm, Clark Hall 104
 Kurt Noll, Religion - “There is No Such Thing as Divine 
  Revelation (And It’s a Good Thing Too)”

Important Dates & Events Formal notice is hereby given that

The Quill, Incorporated 
will hold its

Annual General Meeting
on 

Tuesday, March 12th, 2013
at 12:30 pm

in SUDS.
All fee-paying students are encouraged to come

to discuss and vote on the workings 
of their student newspaper.

(Also, there will be food. It’ll even be free.)

Being curious about what students think of the 
upcoming BUSU election, The Quill asked them what 
would determine their voting choice come March 18th 
and 19th. Many of the students we questioned informed 
us that they had been paying very little attention to the 
campaign and were not familiar with the candidates, 
and thus did not have a choice in mind. However, we 
found that international students tended to be far more 
engaged with the campaign proceedings than Canadi-
an students. Below is a select sample of the responses 
we received.
 Anthony Rempel: “The slate I voted for personal-
ly searched everyone in residence out, asked decent 
questions, and asked for my opinion. They showed con-
cern for faculty and labs’ needs, and I was really satis-
fied with their commitment to clubs, no matter the size. 
They also gave me a cookie.”
 Alisha Ross: “I didn’t know that graduating stu-
dents could vote and, because of this, I didn’t think I 
could vote. They should advertise this more clearly. I 
don’t know the candidates, but now I will look into it 
and figure out who to vote for.”
 Mike Dubois: “I don’t really care about politics at 
BU. I won’t be here when any of these things make a 
difference. Hi, campus!” 
 Kathleen Hyndman: “Their involvement in student 
activities and whether they actually show care for stu-
dents.”
 Barbara Harrison: “My perception of their level of 
experience and competence. There are a lot of flighty 
people who are actually quite competent. The beauty of 
this is that I know a lot of these people running.”
 Whitney Redman: “I’m just here to get my educa-
tion. I’m not here to vote on political stuff.”
 Kelly Whitmore: “One guy gave me a cookie last 

week. I think he’s going in the election. I don’t know 
anything about it.”
 Adam Stoesz: “I’m not going to vote in a school 
election. I see no direct causal relation between who I 
vote for and how the school is.”
 Matthew Berry, Brandon University alumnus: “I 
pay attention to what their platform is, and whether I 
think they are likely to address pertinent issues or bring 
something that could benefit as many people as pos-
sible. I don’t like hypocrites and liars.”
 Billy Kay: “I’m in conflict right now because I’ve 
been approached by both and they’re both very nice. 
So I will be flipping a coin. But really, it depends on how 
many pancakes I get.”
 Nathan Mackrith: “If you know who the person is, 
personally or by what they do. In other words, relatabil-
ity. Knowing who they are and what they stand for is 
most important to me.”
 Kyle Koksal: “I’m voting for Baraa. He’s taking care 
of our rights. He’s telling our problems to BUSU, even 
though it is not his responsibility right now. He comes 
to the AP office and talks to us. I’m voting for Yusuf be-
cause she is the most friendly person I’ve met in my life. 
She’s given good advice to us. I feel sad that Raymond 
isn’t running again because he has helped me. Sarah, 
too, is doing very well. We all know her name and she 
is very active. Other than these people I’ve mentioned, 
I haven’t seen anyone actively seeking us out.”
 Aleah Bridges: “I’m going to vote for Ilarion because 
I know him.” 
 Breanne Messner: “I got pancakes. That’ll probably 
determine who I vote for.” 
 Charlee McLaughlin-Vernor: “I don’t know too much 
about it or who is running. Who I vote for will be deter-
mined by whatever activities and plans they have.”
— continued on opposite page

Graham Janz

The Students Have Spoken: Who are You Voting For?
Voted off the island this week is... no, we’re kidding, that’s not how it works



 Dustin Dilay: “I don’t know. I don’t know when it is. 
They need to put up lots of signs in the middle of the hall. 
There are so many posters that I don’t even bother read-
ing them. Oh look [gesturing toward a cluster of posters], 
there’s a collage! Whoever gives me the most money will 
have my vote. I heard we’d get back five hundred dol-
lars.”
 Comments from students declining to be named:
 “I’ve seen some of the posters and I’ll vote based on 

what I read there. I’ve also talked to some of the candi-
dates.”
 “I think in voting for these kinds of things, we’ve got 
to keep in mind that each competing party is seeking 
to preserve themselves. They are not in it for altruistic 
reasons, so we’ve got to determine which candidates will 
abuse their position of power the least. You can usually 
tell by how desperate the candidates are by the amount 
of free things they’re giving away. These are the ones to 

avoid. They have a shallow platform and need 
to offer these digestible incentives.”
   “Personally I don’t think it’s going to make 
a difference who we vote for. I’ve been here 
for three years now and nothing has overly 
changed. They usually try to make sure ev-
erything is working for everyone. Although I’d 
like to believe that voting makes a difference, 
if voting actually changed anything, it would 
have been banished a long time ago, which is 
why I don’t vote.”
   “I’m voting for people I know.”
   “I’m not going to vote. There’s too much dra-
ma; I never [feel] like they do anything specifi-
cally for me. Last time there was a strike I felt 
they weren’t connected with the students. Too 
pro-prof, not pro-student.”
   “I don’t know yet. I get the emails and see 
the posters. I’ll probably vote for the familiar 
names. I have no idea how it works. This is my 

fourth year and I’ve never voted. They did a really good 
job with their posters though.”
 “We went to the debate and we listened to them, 
even though it was more of a forum.”
 “I have no idea. I honestly have no idea. I don’t really 
follow this.”

 There you have it! The students have spoken.  What 
do you think?  If you have further opinions or comments 
you’d like to share, feel free to post them in the com-
ments for this piece on our website, TheQuill.ca.  You 
can also share your thoughts on our Facebook page 
(search for The Quill), or send us a tweet at @quillbu. §

Next week, BU students will choose their 
new BUSU executive and council, elect student 
senators, and representatives to several boards. 
In recent years, much like in federal elections, 
voter turnout has been extremely poor at BU. 
In fact, it is not uncommon to see less than ten 
percent of the student population cast a ballot. 
This trend is not unique to BU. At the University of 
Manitoba last year, only 7.3% of students came 
out to the polls.
 Just some of the reasons voiced include, “I 
don’t have time,” or “I don’t know anyone who’s 
running,” and the ever-popular “I really don’t 
care.” If any of these sound familiar to you, here 
are five reasons why you should care, and take 
the time to vote.
It takes very little time. 
 Voting literally takes two minutes. Walk up 
to the polling station, show your student ID card, 
get your ballot, mark your choice, put it in the 
box – you’re done. Even informing yourself on 
the different candidates is incredibly easy. Most 
campaigns have websites or Facebook pages to 
showcase their platforms and highlight issues 
they believe to be important. Attending debates 
can help you put a face to the name, and atten-
dance allows you to ask questions – or simply get 
to know the candidates. In total, making an in-
formed decision and voting takes only a couple of 
hours (maximum) out of your time.
It gives you the right to complain.
 There is little more annoying than people 

who complain about their student representa-
tives and the decisions they make all year long, 
but have failed to actually vote. When you cast 
your ballot, you are putting your faith in the can-
didate for whom you voted. You can hold them 
accountable throughout the year, and remind 
them of their election promises. If your preferred 
candidate doesn’t make it into office, you can still 
hold the winner responsible, and scrutinize their 
decisions. Your voice will carry very little weight if 
people know you didn’t bother to vote.
Your vote makes a difference.
 Due to BU being a relatively small university, 
your vote can actually make a difference. For ex-
ample, last year only 77 votes separated the top 
two candidates for President. In an institution 
with a total student population of approximately 
3,000, that is a very slim margin of victory. Ad-
ditionally, BU’s size allows you to get to know can-
didates personally and really become engaged 
in the electoral process. Unlike the University of 
Manitoba, with a total enrollment of over 29,000, 
the students running here are the same people 
you see in the halls every day and in your class-
es.
These people are going to spend your money.
 Like it or not, as a full-time or part-time stu-
dent, you are a fee-paying member of BUSU. For 
the 2012-13 academic year, all students paid 
$10.02 for every three credit hours of classes. 
For a student with a full course load, that totals 
$100.20 – a substantial amount considering 

the number of complaints about the $15.51 U-
pass fee. This year, BUSU’s budget indicated 
$210,210.05 of income from student union fees. 
The total budget was for $483,916.36 – almost 
half a million dollars. The rest of the money 
comes from contracts, grants, services, revenue 
from various events such as Rock the Block, and 
reserve funds. BUSU must produce a balanced 
budget each year, and cannot run a deficit. That 
is a lot of money to divvy up, and every year there 
are debates as to where it should be spent. In-
forming yourself of the issues and casting a bal-
lot gives you a voice in these decisions.
It is a right and a privilege.
 You don’t have to go back very far in history 
to find a time when not everyone could vote. In 
fact for the better part of the evolution of “democ-
racy,” unless you were an elite male member of 
society, you could not participate in the electoral 
process. How would you feel if all these posi-
tions were appointed, and you had no say? This 
is your chance to exercise your democratic right, 
and have your voice heard. Populations fought for 
many years to earn all citizens the right to vote. It 
is not only a right, but a privilege – don’t put it to 
waste.
 Regular polling for the BUSU elections is on 
March 18th and 19th. You can vote in the Min-
gling Area and at various other locations across 
campus. Take two minutes out of your day, cast 
your ballot, and make your voice heard. §
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Editor-in-Chief

Why should you vote?
Here’s why. No, really.

comment on 
this Article 

And others At

theQuill.cA!

The Students Have Spoken: Who are You Voting For?
Continued from page 2



Despite the dramatic snowfall that 
touched down in southern Manitoba, the south-
western portion of the province is predicted to 

experience near-normal weather 
patterns this spring. 
 In the 2013 Spring Outlook re-
leased by The Weather Network 
on Tuesday, March 5th, Brandon 
is anticipated to receive an early 
spring, with near-normal values for 
both temperature and precipitation.
Brandon is projected to experience 
an average daytime high for March 
anticipated to be at -1°C, followed 
by 10°C in April, and 19°C in May. 
 Whereas the southeastern and 
south-central portions of Manitoba 
will experience above-average pre-
cipitation, The Weather Network’s 
Meteorologist Gina Ressler is fore-
casting “near-normal precipitation 
amounts for the Brandon area. 
There are no expectations for a 
wetter or drier than normal spring 

for Brandon.” Ressler is anticipating Brandon 
to have 100 millilitres of precipitation within the 
next three months, which is down considerably 
from the 137 millilitres recorded in the same 
time period a year ago, and the 186.5 millilitres 
recorded in the spring of 2011. 
 Ressler is still expecting a turbulent weather 
pattern for Manitoba in the coming weeks, as “we 
still have the chance of having a few more winter 
storms.”
 Temperatures are anticipated to rise signifi-
cantly as the average amount of sunlight increas-
es heading into April.  
 Many Manitobans are left concerned with the 
possibility of flooding this spring given the recent 
snowfall. Ressler added that although we have 
seen a rather large amount of precipitation as of 
late, it should not drastically affect the flood fore-
cast due to the lower precipitation experienced 
heading into the winter months. She stated that 
the while there is a small possibility of flooding, 
“we are in a better position than in 2011” with 
the normal values expected this spring. 
 The spring outlook stated that the city of 

Brandon will not be affected by the below-normal 
temperatures slated to affect British Columbia, 
and the above-normal temperatures predicted 
to hit southern Ontario, Quebec, portions of Nu-
navut, and select regions in the Maritimes.
  Above-normal precipitation is also expected 
for the Midwest, descending from the Interlake 
region in Manitoba along the southern segment 
of the Great Lakes to central Ohio. 
 Although it is difficult to calculate a value that 
accurately indicates a “normal” condition for a 
continental climate such as Canada that reflects 
the average temperature or amount of precipi-
tation, a representational value is able to serve 
as a benchmark through the calculation of the 
mathematical mean.
 The values collected for the normal are col-
lected from the 30-year period of 1961 to 1990 
in accordance with an international agreement. 
The “normal” for a weather statistic such as tem-
perature or precipitation is calculated through 
the averaging of the observed values collected 
for that particular condition, by adding the total 
values and dividing the sum by thirty. §
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Katie Driedger

Worried about flooding? Yes, you are.
The Weather Network’s spring outlook forecasts a normal spring, though we’re not sure what that is
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“Crude”: Oiling the Art Machine
Continued from front page

The suds board is looking for opportunities 
to raise additional capital, including the possibil-
ity of a student levy.
 Board Chair Suz Duff states there have been 
discussions on how to complete much-needed 
upgrades to the kitchen. “Essentially, the cur-
rent kitchen we have right now is only running 
because [it is] expect[ed] that we will be doing 
upgrades,” explains Duff. “We’re not using some 
of the proper kitchen appliances [that should be 
found] in an industrial kitchen. So people wanted 
to talk about ways in which we could start putting 
money towards these upgrades, so we can actu-
ally make SUDS a fully-functioning restaurant.”
 In light of this, one idea brought forward 
was to implement a levy for each student, much 
like the KDC (Knowles-Douglas Building) levy. “It 
would go toward doing those kitchen upgrades,” 
says Duff, “and that would be maybe a five dol-
lar levy that would end up to be something like 
fifteen thousand dollars. It would be a substantial 
amount over a period of time.”

 The original idea came forth from current 
BUSU President Carissa Taylor. As she is currently 
running for re-election, election by-laws prohibit 
her from speaking to The Quill on this issue at 
this time. 
 Duff notes most board members were sup-
portive of finding additional funds, but uncertain 
about introducing a new fee to students. “Person-
ally, I really think it would be beneficial to SUDS, 
but at the same time I don’t necessarily support 
tacking on more costs associated with a student’s 
tuition. I think it would be better if we could find it 
from some other area. Whether it’s in the BUSU 
budget, or we have a fundraiser each year [...] or 
some other alternative to the levy.”
 She says SUDS has been doing well over the 
past two years, and the board is eager to see that 
trend continue. “It’s actually looking hopeful that 
we will break even or even make some money 
this year,” she says, adding that Bar Supervisor 
Karla Voth and the staff have done a great job, 
which has made a big difference.

 The possibility of a levy was on the agenda for 
the BUSU Semi-annual General Meeting, which 
was scheduled to be held last Wednesday. Unfor-
tunately, quorum (50 students) was not achieved 
and the meeting could not take place.
 “I don’t think the intention around the con-
versation was to actually implement [the levy], it 
was more to see if student support was there,” 
says Duff. They were hoping to “see how much 
[students] care about SUDS, [and] how much 
they’re willing to put in to make sure that SUDS is 
something that keeps running.” §

What do you think? Would you be willing to pay 
five or ten dollars a year to upgrade the facilities 
at SUDS? Do you ever eat or party at SUDS? Your 
ability to consume alcohol and non-cafeteria food 
at the  same time while remaining on-campus 
(and not having to cook in your dorm room in a 
microwave) is hanging in the balance! Post your 
thoughts online at TheQuill.ca! 

Brady Knight

Assistant
Editor-in-Chief

How to fund the Students’ Union Drinking Spot?
Did you know that was what SUDS meant? Whoever came up with that was pretty clever

“I’ve basically taken images [which] an acquain-
tance of mine who works in the oil patch sent me 
and I [put] them into my art work for this exhi-
bition. I really wanted to tie these pieces in with 
the oil industry,” she says.  “So what I did was I 
actually mixed oil, motor oil specifically, in with 
the paints.”  But with beauty also comes pain, as 
Myker admits that the process was not always 
smooth sailing.  “It was not my favorite whatso-
ever,” Myker laughs while relating her experi-
ence with the overpowering scent of the motor 
oil. “Sometimes you could only spend about two 
hours in the studio depending on how much oil 
you were using.” 
 Not one to dwell on the negative, Myker goes 
on to explain her fondness towards the comple-
tion of her project.  “It was just the physical process, ‘cause I really 
got attached to a lot of the pieces here, but also made me realize 
why I was really doing this- which was basically finding a new ‘my-
self’, […], and finding another interest. […] Right now, machinery, 
and factories, and anything with steel and metal is really interesting 
to me.” She laughs with a grin. 
 This is the first in several student-presented thesis exhibitions. 

Be sure to stop by the Sutherland Gallery of Art for “Evolving”, a 
thesis exhibition by Angela Tompkins. The exhibition starts Thurs-
day, March 14th and goes until Saturday, March 23rd. §

Check out TheQuill.ca for an exclusive inter-
view with Ms. Myker!

Photos by Tye Dandridge-Evancio.
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John Liedtke

The Lance
(University of 
Windsor)

Windsor (CUP) — Ontario New Democratic 
Party leader Andrea Horwath is hoping to bring a 
new youth employment program to the legislative 
table.
 Horwath, a member of the Legislative Assem-
bly of Ontario representing the riding of Hamilton 
Centre, was chosen as NDP leader in 2009.
 As the first woman to lead the Ontario NDP 
and the second-ever female leader with repre-
sentation in the provincial legislature, Horwath 
has made waste of glass ceilings and intends to 
do the same to the minority Liberal government.
 “We have heard loudly and clearly from On-
tarians,” said Horwath. “They want some action 
and that is why I really think we can start actually 
achieving things. People have been on the back 
burner for far too long; we need to get some re-
sults for people. The focus has got to be getting 
back to business and getting results for Ontario 
families.”
 Horwath believes that the lack of job oppor-
tunities for youth is creating “pressure where 
families are torn apart as young people leave.” 
For Horwath, the youth retention issue is directly 
connected to the debt that burdens graduates. 

Horwath claims that she, if elected, would seek 
to freeze tuition in an effort to “find the way to en-
sure that post-secondary education is affordable 
and of high quality.”
 Having toured the province soliciting input 
from young Ontarians, Horwath is seeking to 
lower the youth unemployment rate through job 
creation. Statistics Canada reports a national 
unemployment rate for youth (ages 15 to 24) of 
13.5 per cent last month compared to seven per 
cent for adults over 25.
 Howath’s brain child is the First Start Pro-
gram. Aimed at Ontarians aged 16-26, the four- to 
six-month job placement program would incorpo-
rate a training component and subsidize wages 
to employers, who would only have to pay hires 
$12 hourly.
 While existing programs exist to assist youth, 
Horwath explained that First Start “wouldn’t re-
quire a lot of hoops to be jumped through or other 
requirements to be fulfilled. It really is about get-
ting a chance to learn and learn.”
 Under the program, employers would pay 
a certain amount of wage and the government 
would cover majority of it providing the employer 
offers both on-site learning and meaningful work 

experience.
 Horwath said she would close tax loopholes 
to fund the program.
 “[Ontarians are] more supportive of programs 
to help young people get their first job than they 
would allow companies to write-off expensive 
meals and entertainment for their customers for 
example.”
 Horwath’s success as a woman in politics 
has been influential to many young women she 
has met in her recent campus appearances. She 
is openly excited to know her position creates op-
portunities and influences young women.
 “When you look at all of the municipal coun-
cils, provincial legislatures and the federal gov-
ernment, women are still less than 30 per cent 
representation and that is not a good thing,” said 
Horwath.
 “It’s a matter of making sure those other 
ranks are being equally filled by women.”. §

What do you think? Would this be a program you 
would be interested in if it were available here in 
Manitoba? Post your thoughts on our Facebook 
page, or email us at eic@thequill.ca!

NDP’s Horwath says she can cure youth unemployment
Concerned about job prospects? Ontario NDP leader might have a solution

Brian Collins

The Argus
(Lakehead
University)

Thunder bay (CUP) — The mandatory na-
ture of student unionism in Ontario is in direct 
violation of the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms. Specifically, the fact that we as stu-
dents are forced to be a member of the student 
unions violates our right to free association. This 
also violates the United Nations Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights, which states, “no one 
may be compelled to belong to an association.”
 It’s hard to believe that a fundamental hu-
man right is denied to students in Ontario by a 
provincial law that forces all post-secondary stu-
dents to belong to a student union, and to make 
union fees compulsory.
 Student unions should be voluntary. There 
are a few arguments against this, such as: stu-
dent unions are a kind of government; student 
unions represent the issues of all students; and 
students who do not join the union benefit from 
actions of those who do. All of these arguments 
are false and misleading. The vocal proponents of 
mandatory student unionism argue that student 
unions are a form of government. This is simply 
not true, as the definition of a government is a 
“political authority that can legislate and enforce 
laws to protect the civil rights of individuals.”
 Student unions obviously fit into the defini-
tion of a union, as they exist to represent a spe-
cific group of individuals to secure their particular 
interests. This is even specifically admitted to by 
the Canadian Federation of Students on their 
website: “we organize students on a democratic, 
co-operative basis in advancing our own inter-
ests.”
 The problem is clear when one looks at the 

varying interests of students. The union institutes 
fees and has political events and views that not 
all students agree with, yet they can claim they 
have the support of their members. My personal 
gripe is that the union has always advocated for 
tuition to be free. This view is far from universally 
supported. Free tuition will predominantly benefit 
students coming from wealthy and upper mid-
dle-class families, compared to the progressive 
system in place today that has tuition subsidies 
for low income students. This is strange, as the 
student union claims to be progressive, but this 
policy is clearly regressive in nature.
 Students have a large number of varying 
opinions on this and other issues and what the 
solutions are, but since we are forced into the 
union, we only have one voice.
 The largest argument for mandatory student 
unions is that they provide a public service — that 
students that do not join benefit from the actions 
of those who do. This is known as the free rider 
problem, and has been accepted as an argument 
for compulsory employment union membership. 
But student unions are not employment unions, 
and this free rider problem simply does not ex-
ist. All services provided by the student union are 
easily excludable to those who don’t join by use 
of ID cards and a voluntary union could still pro-
vide all of the services provided by the mandatory 
one.
 The free rider argument does not hold when 
we look at services. The second portion of this 
argument deals with bargaining between the stu-
dent union and the university. Again, this does 
not hold true because there is no true bargain-

ing by the union. Rallies hosted by the union are 
simply political rallies for the interests of select 
students. The right not to associate with certain 
groups is violated in this case as not all students 
support the political views of the minority. This 
issue has also been investigated by the public 
think-tank, Frontier Centre for Public Policy, which 
came to this conclusion in their study, “The Case 
for Voluntary Student Unionism,” as posted on 
their website:
 “To ensure that student unions remain le-
gitimate, effective and accountable, member-
ship should become voluntary. Not only would it 
amount to restoring a fundamental human right, 
it would dramatically decrease operating budgets 
and compel student union officials to allocate 
resources according to what a majority of asser-
tive students are willing to pay for, as opposed 
to what a minority assume a majority of passive 
students might want in return for their compulso-
ry fees. In other words, by allowing individuals to 
make an active choice upon entering university, 
voluntary student unionism would ensure that 
student unions are composed of members who 
actually share in the goal of advancing common 
interests.”
 The student union can never do its job when 
students are forced to join. The Ontario govern-
ment should act swiftly to restore the right of free 
association to students.
 At least give us a way to opt out. §

Would you rather be an independent student 
than a BUSU member? Share your thoughts on 
our Facebook page or at eic@thequill.ca!

Mandatory student union membership is a violation of our rights
Would problems with student unions be solved if they simply became ... voluntary?



Brandon’s wal-mart located in the Cor-
ral Centre on 18th Street was recently upgraded 
to a Supercentre, benefiting students living near-
by who are in need of, well, virtually anything. 
Known for providing shoppers with affordable 
prices, “Wally World” finally caters to all your pos-
sible shopping needs—from that hamster wheel 
your beloved (and now obese) rodent Fluffy has 
been missing or a fabulously cherry car freshener 
to a $10 classic like Ferris Bueller’s Day Off to fill 
your Friday night. However, both in spite of and 
because of recent additions, the store isn’t nec-
essarily worth all the hype generated.
 Compared to Superstore’s consistently well-
priced foodstuffs, Wal-Mart falls short, disap-
pointingly. Customers are presented with a fair 
assortment of vegetables and fruits, but most 
times produce is at least $0.20 more, which may 
seem like a nit-picky observation, but everything 
adds up over time. The deli department and bread 
shelf is extensive, but more expensive. Beside a 
fairly complete chip aisle, the cracker aisle—or 
half-aisle, more accurately—lacks more than just 
one flavor of Wheat Thins, and the milk coolers at 
the very far recesses of the building have been 
known to contain as little as a single—yes, only 
one—jug of milk (which I took on that occasion). 
Even Giant Tiger offers customers remarkably 
better food prices, though a severely compro-
mising selection. However, that isn’t to say all 
merchandise is overpriced. Wal-Mart prices are 
by and large the most affordable in the city, es-

pecially compared to those of 
Sobeys and Safeway.
 While departments are 
maintained relatively well, with 
little clutter and few pieces of 
oddly misplaced merchandise from other areas 
of the store, Sobeys and Safeway definitely have 
the upper hand in terms of more comfortable at-
mospheres. It could be lighting, the (dare I say) 
‘posh’ vibe constructed by higher food prices, 
the décor, or simply the fact that it’s not Wal-
Mart and simultaneously housing a multitude of 
other unrelated departments, but located only a 
few box malls away in the Corral Centre, Safeway 
provides a much more pleasurable shopping ex-
perience, if one can compromise financial afford-
ability. Having mentioned that, students rushing 
into Wal-Mart to pick up that last minute bottle 
of Clam likely care very little about the ambiance, 
and are more often than not taking advantage of 
what everyone knows Wal-Mart can guarantee: 
low prices. 
 In expanding the building to accommodate 
many more aisles, they also expanded the cloth-
ing department, allowing for a more and arguably 
better selection in men’s, women’s and kids’ fash-
ion. They also reorganized the layout of the entire 
building, making the store intimidatingly difficult 
to navigate. Price checkers are scarce through-
out the store given the new magnitude of the 
premises, adding to the relative insanity inside 
the building during Wal-Mart’s busiest times. The 

so-many-items-or-less checkout lanes help ease 
the congestion caused by the lines of customers 
that have the capacity to frequently extend into 
the main aisle and make the store even more dif-
ficult to traverse, a problem also characteristic of 
Superstore despite their implementation of the 
self-checkout section.
 Perhaps due to high expectations established 
by otherwise fantastic deals in every other de-
partment, the Wal-Mart Supercentre is second-
rate. A humanly-innate initial distrust of change 
could prompt my dislike for the situation, but I did 
prefer Wal-Mart prior to the modifications made. 
Yet, of course Wal-mart will remain a very useful 
one-stop shop with a spacious parking lot, usual-
ly clean facility, great selection of seasonal mer-
chandise (i.e. Christmas lights) and generally low 
prices. And I can guarantee that students, my-
self included, will not cease to become patrons 
of the establishment any time soon, helping the 
corporation on its way to becoming the ultimate 
all-dominating superpower into which it could po-
tentially evolve. §

Do you shop at Wal-Mart? Do you hate Wal-Mart? 
Do you fit into both categories? Let us know on-
line at TheQuill.ca!
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Polling Information
Regular Polls 
March 18th

Mingling Area: 9:00 am to 7:00 pm
Brodie Building: 11:00 am to 1:00 pm
Health Studies: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Cafeteria: 5:00 to 7:00 pm

March 19th

Mingling Area: 9:00 am to 7:00 pm 
Music Building: 11:00 am to 1:00 pm 

BUSU Candidates
Slates: 
Just Students Matter
Stephanie Bachewich (President)
Matthew May (Vice President Internal)
Julia Stoneman-Sinclair 
 (Vice President External)
 
Carissa-Jenna Slate 
Carissa Taylor (President)
Jenna Clinton (Vice President External)
 
Connecting Students
Lauren Dobko (Music Commissioner) 
Adham El-Emam 
 (Residence Commissioner) 
Greg Monias (Aboriginal Commissioner)

Baraa Salama 
 (Racialised Commissioner) 
Firdausi Zaki Tusuf 
 (International Commissioner)
 Students Together 
Ilarion Bonhomme (Arts Commissioner)
Cameron Flamand 
 (Residence Commissioner)
Manuel Godoy 
 (Racialised Commissioner)
Kristina Richbow 
 (Science Commissioner)
Sarah Tomchak 
 (Women’s Commissioner)
 
Individual Campaigns:
Kuot Abraham (Science Senator)
Manuel Godoy (Arts Senator)
Christopher Hunt 
 (Quill Director at Large)
Brady Knight (Quill Director at Large)
Greg Monias (Music Senator)

For more information about the BUSU 
elections, or if you have any questions, 
please contact Returning Officer Derek 
Booth at ro@busu.ca. §

BUSU News and Events
Election dates and times: all you need to know

Holly Kalyniuk

The Wal-Mart Supercentre: yea or nay?
You are A) a student, B) hungry, C) broke. Wal-Mart, then?
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Quill Classifieds  Welders Supplies Limited is hiring a part-time per-
manent Customer Service Assistant for its Brandon 
branch. Apply at: hr@ppghr.com. View full job posting 
at: www.ppghr.com.

Ask Miss Q 
Q:

Dear Miss Q,

I made a serious mistake in talking  to 
a friend the other day. I thought I knew 
what I was talking about, and a mutual 
friend told me later that I really didn’t 
and that I’d really hurt my friend’s feel-
ings. What do I do? How do I apologize? 
I think they’re really mad...

Sincerely,
Breaking the Silence

A:

Dear Silence,

My sympathies. When we’re convinced 
of our facts, we often don’t stop to think 
about any other view of the situation. I 
won’t presume anything about the ac-
tual slight, but I can give some advice.

If the mutual friend has any more in-
formation for you, ask about it. Before 
you can truthfully apologize, you need to 
find out how you were wrong! And even  
before that, you need to let yourself be 
okay with being proven wrong. It hap-
pens, and it’s okay. If we’re never wrong, 
I’m not sure we can ever learn.

Once you’ve figured out the reality of the 
situation, and decided whether or not 
you were right or wrong, there remains 
yet the issue of apologizing. Sometimes 
it honestly doesn’t matter whether you 
were right or wrong, by the way: if the 
friendship is important enough to you, 
you may need to agree to disagree and 
apologize for any offense you may have 
caused.

Finally, talk to your friend. Admit up-
front that you didn’t know everything 
you thought you did, and apologize for 
hurting them. You could also ask for 
their help understanding their point of 
view. Aim for two-way communication.

Best of luck,
Miss Q

Do you have a question for Miss Q? 
Email it to us at missq@thequill.ca.

 We buy and sell quality new and used furniture for students.
People’s Marketplace, 32 13th Street, 204-727-4708.
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