
Ottawa (cup) — Hundreds of fed-

eral science employees, students and 
supporters in Canada came together Sep-
tember 16th in protest of the alleged muz-
zling of scientists by the Harper govern-
ment that has occurred in recent years.

Gary Corbett is the president of the 
Professional Institute of the Public Ser-
vice of Canada, a union that represents 
roughly 20,000 Canadian scientists work-
ing for various governmental research 
institutions. He said new government 
policies have resulted in cuts to many im-
portant scientific organizations and labo-
ratories, such as the experimental lakes.

“We have seen a dismantling of sci-
ence programs over the last number of 
years,” Corbett said. “These actions in-
clude removing funding to go to conferenc-
es and a dismantling of programs. This af-
fects many of our members’ jobs and even 
more importantly, it eliminates strong or-
ganizations which are there to inform de-
cision-makers on what is really going on.”

Corbett said 
there have been a 
growing number of 
cases of federally 
employed scientists 
publishing papers 
on controversial is-
sues before having 
them removed by 
the government. 
He said this in-
formation is kept 
from the public in 
order to protect 
the industries that 
benefit from having researchers silenced.

Jean-Philippe Ouellette, a student 
at the University of Ottawa, attended the 
protest to emphasize the importance 
of open dialogue in scientific study.

“When you start muzzling sci-
entists, there is a problem,” Ouel-
lette said, waving a large red flag.

University of Ottawa graduate Ka-
tie Gibbs organized the Parliament Hill 
rally, which drew in hundreds of pro-

testers. Upon finishing her thesis for 
her degree in conservation biology 
last fall, she started Evidence for De-
mocracy, the group behind the rally.

Gibbs was inspired by the idea of stand-
ing up against the government when it cut 
the mandatory long-form census in 2011.

“Anybody who has a basic stats 
course under his or her belt understands 
that changing it from an obligatory to a 
voluntary long-form census is even worse 

than not doing a census 
at all, due to the augmen-
tation of bias,” she said. 
“That was really frustrating 
as they didn’t listen to any 
statisticians or scientists on 
why abolishing the manda-
tory census was a problem.”

Gibbs said more than 
18 universities across the 
country have become en-
gaged with Evidence for 
Democracy to lobby the 
government for more scien-
tific freedom. She said get-

ting involved in manifestations becomes 
increasingly essential as the Harper gov-
ernment changes the societal opinion of 
the science profession, and scientists are 
no longer respected as they used to be.

“Students should be active as what 
it means to be scientists becomes re-
defined,” Gibbs said. “[Being a scien-
tist now] includes doing things like this, 
speaking out about its importance, as 
opposed to just submitting research. §
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Stand Up For Science
Scientists across Canada protest actions of Harper government

Daniel leroy, The Fulcrum (u oF o)

Stand Up for Science protesters gather on Parliament Hill. Photo credit Tina Wallace/The Fulcrum.

The winnipeg International Writers’ 

Festival, otherwise known as THIN AIR, 
is a gathering of writers (both local and 
from far away) for a week of readings, lec-
tures, interviews, book launches, and so 
much more. Each year, the festival sends 
authors out beyond the Perimeter, having 
hosted events in Brandon, Portage, Dau-
phin, and more.  

Last year, BU played host to Seán 
Virgo, a delightfully quick-tongued writ-
er of fantasy (check out his Dibidalen if 
you’d like to reconsider fairytales), and 
Corey Redekop, who read from a book 
about a zombie coming to terms with … 
being a zombie.This year, Brandon read-
ers enjoyed a reading at Lady of the Lake 
by mystery writer Gail Bowen on Monday, 
and on Thursday, September 26th, novelist 

and poet Lauren Carter will share from her 
debut novel Swarm. Swarm is described 
on the THIN AIR website as a “compelling 
dystopia of a near future when depleted 
oil supplies and environmental and social 
collapse have driven a ragtag group of 
friends to the brink of survival.”

This is a very apt description: Swarm 
is not what I would call a hopeful look at 
our future. I had the good fortune to get 
my hands on a galley copy of Swarm earli-
er this month. After devouring it, I emailed 
a list of questions to the debut novelist, 
seeking out her deeper thoughts on the 
subject matter of her book.  

The Quill: Are you of the opinion that the 
events in Swarm could take place at any 
time, even tomorrow? Swarm is deliber-
ately vague about time and place, but it 
feels immediate and nearby. Do you think 

we’re that far gone, as a society? Do you 
think we can repair the damage?
Lauren Carter: I started thinking about 
Swarm in 2008 when the seriousness 
of the economic crisis was really becom-
ing known. At that time it seemed like we 
were on the verge of a rapid downturn 
that would not get better. I started read-
ing/thinking about the role that peak oil 
had to play in it all. From what I’ve read 
in both The Long Emergency by James 
Howard Kunstler and Why Your World Is 
About To Get A Whole Lot Smaller by Jeff 
Rubin the kinds of ups and downs in gas 
prices and the health of the economy is 
to be expected in these waning years of 
oil supply so yes, in that respect I do think 
we’re pretty far gone. I don’t think that 
we can repair any damage related to this 
problem, except perhaps to get serious 
about alternative energy use (although 

even that wouldn’t provide all the power 
that we need). 

In Swarm, the characters are re-
sponding to the last days of this essential, 
affordable resource that has maintained 
our society as we know it for so long. The 
question I asked myself was “what would 
the world look like in those conditions”? 
When I was writing it, gas was hover-
ing around $1.40 a litre so it seemed a 
lot closer. Now, I’m not so sure. It might 
take longer and there are other variables 
(fracking, oil exploration in the Arctic, etc), 
but this provides a sense of hopelessness 
as our reliance on this resource continues 
to destroy our planet

TQ: For whom did you write this novel? 
Would you consider it a challenge, or a cry 
for help? — continued on page 3

Winnipeg Int’l Writers’ Festival sends Dystopia to Brandon

emily Diehl, eDiTor-in-chieF

We talk with Lauren Carter about her new novel Swarm



On tuesday, september 17th, Bran-

don University hosted a novel reading by 
Canadian author Yves Meynard. Not only 
did Meynard read a captivating excerpt 
from his science fiction novel Chrysanthe, 
but also gave students and faculty insight 
into the life of a writer and the driving force 
behind his own passion for the art.

The bilingual Quebec native first be-
gan writing fiction at the age of twelve, ten 
years before his first official publication. In-
trigued by literature from an early age, Mey-
nard fondly recalled his initial introduction 
to reading—manifesting itself in the form 
of a series of books owned by his mother. 
Since the experience, he has refined his 
preferences in literature, and in 1986 won 
his first writing competition for a story com-
posed in only an hour, as the contest re-
quirements specified.

Gravitating towards science fiction due 
to the genre’s ability to provide “a very good 
focus to talk about something in an indirect 
fashion,” Meynard revealed he was initially 
inspired to write when he discovered the re-
ality that not all books are good. Never de-
siring to inherit “a taste,” he has described 
his loss of innocence as “a curse.”

Admitting he writes to “scratch an itch” 
like all writers who feel “compelled to” do 
so, Meynard aspires to be both original and 
exhibit a unique style in his literature. “I 
want something that feels new,” he said. “I 
write the story that I want to read.”

Jokingly discussing the pessimistic 
financial situation faced by most writers, 
and bitterly mentioning the descent from 
fame experienced by his colleagues in the 
field, he admitted to confronting challenges 
in his writing, which were solved by sitting 
down and forcing himself to do it, or through 
an display of willpower. 

Aside from his sci-fi pursuits, he worked 
with the editorial staff for the Québécois 
SF magazine Solaris from 1994 to 2001. 
Having also received a Ph.D. in Computer 
Science from the Université de Montréal, 
Meynard has also written several applica-
tions for the Mac. §
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The Quill@quillbu

Tuesday, September 24th

Taking Better Lecture Notes: 
How can I tell what’s im-
portant?

10:40–11:30 am/11:40 am – 
12:30 pm, McKenzie 005 

12:40–1:30 pm, McKenzie 
003

Curve Sketching
12.40–1.30 pm, Brodie 1-35

Thursday, September 26th 
Taking Better Lecture Notes: 

How can I tell what’s 
important?

1:40–2:30 pm, McKenzie 
003

Dodgeball
DAYS: Mon–Wed, 
 Sep 9th–Dec 11th

TIME: 6:00 pm
LOCATION: Henry Champ Gym
COST: BU Students: Free

Floor Hockey
DAYS: Tues/Sun, 
 Sep 11th–Dec 11th

TIME: Sun 12:00 pm; 
 Tues 7:00 pm
LOCATION:  Henry Champ Gym
COST: BU Students: $10.50 per 

term
 
Basketball
DAYS: Mondays, 
 Sep 9th–Dec 9th

TIME: 8:00 pm – 10:45 pm
LOCATION: Henry Champ Gym
COST: BU Students: $10.50 per 

term
 
Volleyball
DAYS: Wed/Fri, 
 Sep 11th–Dec 11th

TIME: Wed 7:00 pm; 
 Fri 5:00 pm
LOCATION: Henry Champ Gym
COST: BU Students: $10.50 per 

term
 
Badminton
DAYS: Fridays, 
 Sep 13th–Dec 6th

TIME: 8:00 pm – 10:45 pm
LOCATION: Henry Champ Gym
COST: BU Students: Free 

Ultimate
DAYS: Thursdays, 
 Sep 12th–Dec 12th

TIME:  6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
LOCATION: Henry Champ Gym
COST: BU Students: Free

Endurance Club
DAYS: Mon–Sun, 
 Sep 16th–Dec 2nd

TIME:     TBA
LOCATION: Outside, HLC Track, 

HLC Fitness Centre
COST: BU Students: Free

Capoeira
DAYS: Fridays, 
 Sep13th–Dec 20th

TIME: 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm
LOCATION: Henry Champ Gym
COST: $4.00 drop-in rate

Archery Club
DAYS: Tues/Sun, 
 Sep 15th–Dec 10th

TIME: 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm
LOCATION: HLC Mezzanine
COST: BU Students: $10.50 per 

term 

Fencing Club
DAYS: Tues/Thurs, 
 Sep 10th–Dec 19th

TIME: 7:00 pm – 10:00 pm
LOCATION: HLC Mezzanine
COST: BU Students: $26.25 per 

term

Judo Club
DAYS: Mon/Wed, 
 Sep 9th–Dec 11th

TIME: 6:00 pm set up; Classes 

start at 6:30 pm (Youth); 
7:30 pm (Adult)

LOCATION: HLC Mezzanine
COST:  Adults: $65 per term

Soccer Club
DAYS: Thurs/Fri/Sun, 
 Sep 12th–Dec 8th

TIME: Thurs 4:00 pm–6:00 pm; 
Fri 3:30 pm–5:00 pm; 

 Sun 9:00 am–12:00 pm
LOCATION: Henry Champ Gym
COST:    BU Students: Free
 
Table Tennis Club
DAYS: Tues/Wed/Thurs/Sat/

Sun, Sep 9th–Dec 11th

TIME: Tues 5:00 pm, Wed 4:00 
pm, Thurs & Sat 3:00 
pm, Sun 7:00 pm

LOCATION: HLC Mezzanine
COST: BU Students: Free

*Public: $4.00 drop-in rate for 
non-students.

Intramurals Schedule
Want to get moving? Feeling sedentary? Have a look!

Yves Meynard at BU
Sci-fi writer chats about life and art

holly KalyniuK

Comment

online

at 

theQuill.Ca!



I never have any luck with printers, 

copiers, scanners, or faxiers… faxers? But 
that is okay. In the BU library, there are 
always trained professionals to help me 
around the complexities of clicking print 
and walking over to the printer. It is even 
reasonably cheap to do so at 10 cents a 

page. (Although it only costs 5 cents at 
BUSU, and 25 cents for colour.) 

This year there has been a change in 
the printing credit system. In years past, 
new students would receive three dollars 
of printing credit to start the new school 
year. Enough for one thirty-page report, 
or thirty one-page reports, if you are in a 
bunch of Blaikie’s classes. This year, there 

is no credit for first years. According to the 
Director of IT Services, Al Dunthorne, this 
is due to budgetary restraints and recov-
ery. In the long run this should balance 
the printing and copying service, making it 
equal for everyone. He went on to say that 
even though the three dollar gift to first 
years is gone, they have replaced it with 
a much more versatile system. Now you 

can add money in the library 
and print at any lab on cam-
pus. In the future they hope 
to add to this functionality by 
adding colour printing.

Interestingly, when you 
contrast this to the services 
at ACC, there is no compari-
son. An average, full-time ACC 
student can receive nearly 
thirty dollars a semester for 
printing purposes. Their own 
IT department decided this 
by polling teachers there as 
to how much printing will be 
required in their coursework 
and then taking that average. 
This means that each ACC stu-
dent gets a certain amount of 
printing credit related to how 
much course work they have. 
In the improbable event that 

they need more, say to print another edi-
tion of the novel they’re working on, they 
have to pay to play. 

The change in the BU system does 
not seem to be a case of “less service for 
more money”, at least so far. The services 
that we get are different or similar to for-
mer ones, and now everyone will pay the 
same price… That’s the idea, anyway. So 
hopefully, this is not a step backwards or 
forwards: just a step sideways. §
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This year, the women’s Collective 

held two events in lead up to their annual 
Take Back the Night march.  On Monday, 
September 16th, the Collective organized 
a self-defence workshop.  Nicole Ena, the 
Collective’s Secretary, said that “A lot of 
women came out and expressed that they 
were grateful for anything that makes 
them feel a bit more confident when they 
have to walk home alone at night”.

On Tuesday, September 17th, the Col-
lective held an event called “Airing Dirty 
Laundry”.  A clothesline was strung across 
the Courtyard, and people were able to 
write messages on pieces of cloth and af-
fix them to the clothesline.  The physical 
presence made it impossible for people to 
avoid, which was just the purpose.  Mes-
sages about feminism, body autonomy, 
and sexual violence were out in the open 
and talked about in ways that our society 
does not always encourage.

Lastly, on Wednesday, September 
18th, the Collective held their annual Take 
Back the Night march through Brandon.  
The well-attended event was opened with 
speeches by Toni Bouchey of the Bran-
don University Aboriginal Student Council 
and Corinne Mason, the newest profes-
sor in the Gender and Women’s Studies 
Program.  Corinne explained that “Every 

day (and night), women are reminded that 
they are not welcome in public. Every time 
someone yells out of their car as they 
drive by; every time someone “cat-calls” 
at us; every time someone slaps our ass 
at a bar; hits on us incessantly; chants 
about rape on university campuses, ev-
ery time someone invades our personal 
space on the bus; or follows us on the 
street, we are being told that we do not 
belong here.”  A smudge was held, led by 
Elder Frank Tacan.  Nicole Ena said that 
“The mood was very optimistic.  The BU 
community and community in general felt 
more united than I’ve ever experienced 
here”.  Alexandra Daum, Women’s Col-
lective co-chair, said that she was “very 
happy with the turnout, and [with] the 
number of men who attended to support 
their sisters against violence”.  

As Corinne Mason explained, “Take 
Back the Night is an event that is about 
being physically visible on the street in a 
powerful way and about taking up space 
in places we are not supposed to be. It is 
also an opportunity to collectively speak 
back to the violence and victim-blaming 
that keeps women living defensively”.  
Gender-based violence is far too common 
among women, and it is a problem that 
all of us, men, women, and everyone in 
between, need to address.  § 

Was the Night Re-taken?
A short report on last week’s events

carissa Taylor, senior reporTer

BU Print Credit System changes
Do you hate printers? So do we! And we’re a newspaper!

alex murray, assisTanT eDiTor-in-chieF

LC: When I was in graduate school and 
had started Swarm we talked a lot about 
the ideal reader, asking questions of 
“who do I write for?” I decided then that I 
would choose a person to narrate my first 
novel. As a beginning novelist, it helped 
me to focus on a single listener rather 
than thinking about the whole world read-
ing this book. [My chosen listener] also 
represented somebody who didn’t know 
how the world was before things started 
collapsing. I suppose initially I wanted to 
write the book because it felt like nobody 
was talking about the decline of this in-
credibly important natural resource that 
holds together the world as we know it. 

I believed and still do, to some extent, 
that too many of us are walking around 
in this cloud of reverie. I wanted to imag-
ine what it might be like when we begin to 
see the cracks and then, years later, the 
cracks are large enough that all that’s left 
are survival skills we’ve largely forgotten 
and have to relearn. This book was an act 
of hope; it was a way to imagine the dire 
straits we don’t talk about and how we 
might survive that reality.  

TQ: Tell me something you’ve desperately 
wanted to tell someone about Swarm but 
no one’s ever asked.
LC: Several end-of-the-world-as-we-know-
it details in the novel are pulled from 
newspaper stories: the mountain lions in 
the pools of suburban houses (that San-
dy sees on the Internet), the city closing 

down the park’s water fountain because 
people are bathing in it, police officers and 
other emergency personnel being laid off 
en masse. Also, I wrote “the former EU” 
in the book about a year before Greece 
and Spain started buckling and it actually 
started to look like the EU wouldn’t last.  

Are you intrigued yet? Mrs. Carter 
explores the themes of hope and loss in 
very poignant, human terms throughout 
Swarm, and it is well worth a read. The 
future she suggests seems like it could 
be right around the corner, and that is a 
frightening prospect: reading this novel 
makes you want to grab a bike (definite-
ly not a car) and immediately buy a few 
books on homesteading, gardening, and 
survival skills. I have never wished I knew 
how to can vegetables quite as fervently 
as after finishing Swarm.  

If you would like to hear Lauren read 
an excerpt from Swarm, head to room 003 
in the A. E. McKenzie Building this Thurs-
day at 11:45 am. Swarm can be bought 
online at Amazon or in-store at Chapters 
(in Winnipeg only, unfortunately – no cop-
ies at Coles) for about twenty dollars. 

If you would like to see the rest of the 
programming for THIN AIR, you can pick 
up copies of the free program at Campus 
Books, the Quill office, or by tracking down 
Dr. Kramer in the English department and 
asking very nicely.

Now go learn how to darn socks and 
keep bees. Trust me. §

Wpg Int’l Writers Fest sends...
Continued from front page

are you a...
writer?

photographer?
artist?

email us your 
resume at 

eiC@theQuill.Ca!
Esteemed Assistant Editor-in-Chief Alex Murray threatens the nasty printer. Photo credit Krista Mills.
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It was the middle of the night in late 
January when I first arrived here in Bran-
don.  With almost two feet of snow and 
the wind howling like mad, I dragged all 
my suitcases from the Greyhound bus to 
the taxi to the hotel that would be my tem-
porary shelter for the next few days or so.  

The city greeted me with the coldest 
of Manitoba winter.  The radio blurted 
out that it was -33˚C.  With wind chill, 
the weatherman said it felt like -45.  I 
disagreed.  I thought it felt like sudden 
death.  

Don’t get me wrong: I did my home-
work on Manitoba weather. I Googled it.  
I even bothered to ask a few others who 
have tried living here in North America be-
fore.  But this information only started to 
sink in the moment I experienced frostbite 
the following day.  

Not having a car of my own yet, I had 
to walk to the bus stop, and then I had to 
wait for the bus to arrive.  Ten minutes is 
all it took.  Though bundled up, my pinkie 
and my ears were no match for the win-
ter.  I knew it was cold here in Canada, 
but Manitoban winter is brutally insane.  
And so it is a bit of a shocker to witness 
six-year olds and seven-year olds on their 
daily trek to school in this harsh climate.  I 
guess Manitobans are quite a breed.

But I did have fun during those first 
few days.  In spite of my hurting finger 
and ears, I made certain to make a snow 
angel.  Seeing snow for the first time in 
my life, it was hard to resist lying down on 
it.  Looking straight to the sky flat on my 
back, I told myself that I am now in Cana-
da, at last.  (I have to admit that it was only 
quite recently that I came to know of the 

phrase “snow angel” - along with a host 
of other new vocabulary like pop, loonie, 
toonie and “eh”.  But that deserves an-
other story.)  

You see, I came from the tropics 
eight thousand miles away (or 12,800 ki-
lometers for you metric purists).  It never 
snowed there.  Even during those times 
of the year when it is not particularly hot, 
it would still be very humid.  There were 
no four different seasons.  There were 
only two:  hot and very hot.  That is a bad 
joke, but you get my drift.  Coming from a 
country that remains at plus 35 degrees 
all year round to the minus 45 degrees 
of Manitoba winter is not what you might 
call a walk in the park.  (As a side note, 
in countries like mine, you seldom walk in 
the park.  That is because basking in swel-
tering heat is not really enjoyable – but 
more than that:  there aren’t many parks.  
And not only is the weather muggy, but 
there is an alarming number of muggings, 
especially if you stray into the wrong part 
of the neighborhood.)

My first day’s itinerary in the city:  
Brandon University.  When I arrived, I was 
surprised they wouldn’t let me in.  The 
school was locked shut.   It dawned on me 
that it was a Saturday.  My ultimate desti-
nation ending up being Wal-Mart.  

In hindsight I remember how heart-
warming it felt to find favor from profes-
sors who gladly took me in even 
if I enrolled a month late.  Playing 
catch up in their courses was dif-
ficult though.  But I guess one has 
to find his way through when the 
going gets tough.  

Spending time with my class-
mates also revealed quite a lot.  I 
learned about student loans and 

the horror stories of student debt piling 
up.  That was something that was not 
available to students in my own country.  
It was either our government did not have 
the money to lend out to students or that 
the students were averse to loading up on 
debt at a young age.  Either way, a great 
number of us simply drop out of school.   

It is impressive to find out how inde-
pendent students here are.  Some start 
working by age 15 to save for a car or col-
lege tuition.  It is equally impressive to see 
businesses and corporations supporting 
such efforts by giving job opportunities 
especially to students.  In my home coun-
try, there are not that many opportunities 
akin to that.  Due to the number of unem-
ployed college graduates, the 15-year-olds 
and 16-year-olds simply do not have the 
chance.  And there are not many “equal 
opportunity companies”.

It is also great to see students in 
North America doing most of their chores 
themselves.  I heard from one that he 
could never imagine having somebody 
else do the laundry for him.  In my coun-
try, it is not uncommon to have somebody 
wash your clothes and cook for you, clean 
your apartment, mow your lawn and wash 
the car for you.  And I am not talking about 
your mother.  Having a maid is not unusu-
al in some countries in the world, and one 
does not have to be well-off to be able to 

afford such convenience.  All you need is 
to have an extra $100 and the maid will 
work to the bone for you…for a full month.  
For a whole freaking month.  Such are 
the harsh realities in some parts of the 
globe.

Volunteerism also caught my atten-
tion.  Canada really stands out in that 
aspect.  All around campus, there are 
several posters offering opportunities for 
volunteering.  It definitely sets the foun-
dation for a very generous society and is 
worth emulating by other countries.

Brandonites are tops in my assess-
ment when it comes to friendly smiles 
and congeniality.  I notice that people 
here take the time to greet strangers on 
the street.  That is one trait that I hope we 
can assimilate in our culture back home.  
It is not that we are unfriendly.  I guess it 
is just that we, as a people, are too timid 
to smile and say pleasantries to people 
we meet for the first time.  

 And finally, I admire the respect that 
students, and all Canadians in general, 
have for all kind of people regardless of 
race or nationality.  Upholding human dig-
nity is vigorously protected and obviously 
paramount in the culture.  The students 
are very careful not to discriminate. 

My university life sure is going to be 
one heck of a ride, eh? §

New Kid on the Block
The international student comes to town

rolanD liwanag

With another month to go be-

fore Bobcat games begin, ACC is offering 
a chance to release aggression on their 
terms. They are holding two soccer tour-
naments in the month of September. One 
has already passed, but that does not 
mean you can’t head down to the Opti-
mist Field and cheer on the ACC Cougars 
as they represent Brandon against the 
evils of… other places.

The weather was perfect for soccer 
on September 14th and 15th, just enough 
clouds to make the day bearable. ACC 
held a free BBQ and a draw for a bunch of 
prizes and everyone who came took ad-
vantage of both. There were even some 
Bobcats representatives in attendance, 
cheering by the stands and chanting in 
between plays. 

Then: the main event.  

ACC Varsity Men’s and Wom-
en’s Teams faced down the Red 
River College Rebels. The battle 
for supremacy ended with two 
losses for ACC. 2 – 0 for the men 
and 6 – 0 for the women. They 
lost again on Sunday to the Cana-
dian Mennonite University but by 
a much closer margin, 3 – 0 and 
2 – 0 respectively. 

Not to fear though, this was 
just a trial run for when they take 
on Providence University College 
and Saint Boniface University in a 
week’s time. On September 28th 
and Sunday the 29th the guys and 
girls from Brandon will rise again. 
Head down for food, entertain-
ment and to support our friends. 
Maybe you will even win some-
thing. §

ACC Action!
Bored out of your skull? Go to an ACC game!

alex murray, assisTanT eDiTor-in-chieF
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afford such convenience.  All you need is 
to have an extra $100 and the maid will 
work to the bone for you…for a full month.  
For a whole freaking month.  Such are 
the harsh realities in some parts of the 
globe.

Volunteerism also caught my atten-
tion.  Canada really stands out in that 
aspect.  All around campus, there are 
several posters offering opportunities for 
volunteering.  It definitely sets the foun-
dation for a very generous society and is 
worth emulating by other countries.

Brandonites are tops in my assess-
ment when it comes to friendly smiles 
and congeniality.  I notice that people 
here take the time to greet strangers on 
the street.  That is one trait that I hope we 
can assimilate in our culture back home.  
It is not that we are unfriendly.  I guess it 
is just that we, as a people, are too timid 
to smile and say pleasantries to people 
we meet for the first time.  

 And finally, I admire the respect that 
students, and all Canadians in general, 
have for all kind of people regardless of 
race or nationality.  Upholding human dig-
nity is vigorously protected and obviously 
paramount in the culture.  The students 
are very careful not to discriminate. 

My university life sure is going to be 
one heck of a ride, eh? §
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Halifax (cup) — Trends across ten 
years of data show that many bills associ-
ated with student life have been increas-
ing faster than the rate of inflation, and 
even the tuition freeze that was canceled 
in 2011 wasn’t enough to bring educa-
tional costs on par with the average rate 
of increase across consumer goods.

StudentsNS, a Nova Scotian student 
lobby group, is unimpressed with how uni-
versities handle school cost increases be-
yond the rate of inflation.

“According to the memorandum of 
understanding between the province and 
universities, in order to introduce an an-
cillary fee or have an increase beyond 
the rate of inflation, [universities] need to 
host a consultation with students,” said 
Jonothan Williams, the Executive Director 
of StudentsNS. 

“The problem with that is there is no 
definition of what a consultation is. I’ve 
heard it argued at some institutions be-
cause there are students present at the 
board of governors meetings that counts 
as consultation.” In addition to not defin-
ing a consultation, there is frequently no 
mechanism for students to approve, re-
ject, or modify any of the newly introduced 
costs.

Such is the case for the new athletic 

fee paying for renovations to Saint Mary’s 
University’s Homburg Centre. In February 
a ‘town hall’ held, detailing the facility’s 
facelift, along with information regarding 
the new fee’s structure; $5 per half-credit 
course is being added this fall, rising to 
$20 per half-credit course by 2015.

In response to underdefined ‘consul-
tations,’ StudentsNS has moved to boy-
cott any event that could be considered 
a consultation around new fees, unless 
they receive written assurance that the 
event will not be considered one.

It’s not just direct education costs 
that have been outpacing inflation, how-
ever. The Canadian Mortgage and Hous-
ing Corporation (CMHC) was used to mea-
sure the average cost of an apartment in 
the Halifax area, and information taken 
from SMU’s annual academic calendar 
were used to measure the costs of resi-
dence and a meal plan. 

In the cases of residence, meal 
plans, and average apartment prices in 
Halifax the rate of inflation was exceeded 
as well. What this amounts to is even the 
secondary cost associated with higher 
learning getting pricier faster than things 
in general.

Costs outpacing inflation is a pos-
sible contributor to an increasing debt 
load among students. According to statis-
tics provided by the Canadian Alliance of 

Student Associations (CASA), 58 per cent 
of Canadian university students gradu-
ate with debt, averaging $26,680 per 
borrower. That is a national average, the 
highest average debt was in Nova Scotia, 
at $30,128 per student.

In the past tuition was one of the slow-
er costs to increase, but now the Memo-
randum of Understanding struck between 

the province and universities has allowed 
tuition increases of up to 3 per cent in 
order to offset reduced government fund-
ing, making it unlikely that inflation situa-
tion will reverse, at least in the near future 
without significant action. §

Maritime Student Cost Increases Outpace Inflation
Nova Scotian numbers show notable differences 

aDam Faber, The Journal (smu)

Comparing the number’s for one of Halifax’s post-secondary schools. Graphic by Adam Faber/The Journal.

I had the pleasure of interviewing 

Trevor Venn, the President of Brandon Uni-
versity Gaming Association. We spoke of 
games, naturally, and the goals he wanted 
to meet this semester in reaching out to 
other students.

The Quill: What made you decide to begin 
and run a club for gaming?
Trevor Venn: There’s two major reasons I 
decided to start this club.

Back in high school, (which was more 
than twelve years ago for me,) we had a 
gaming club which would meet regularly 
during lunch breaks, and hold events now 
and then outside of class. Being a gamer 
longer than I remember, I naturally par-
ticipated in their activities. I made a lot of 
friends there, and got to participate in a lot 
of games I wouldn’t have normally tried. I 
would often think back to those good old 
days, wishing my friends and I could go 
back and relive some of those memories. 
Since that’s not likely to happen, I decided 
to start my own group, despite having no 
leadership experience and little direction. 
I’d made some good friends during my 
first year of university, who helped me to 
get started. Others quickly got involved 

and joined in as we proceeded.
The second reason I started BUGA 

is my life-long career interest in video 
game design. The two key ingredients to 
success in that career path are having 
credentials – ideas, games, and projects 
you’ve worked on to act as your resume – 
and networking with others. 

The easiest way to accomplish both 
of those tasks, aside from attending a 
university to facilitate both of them, is to 
start a network of people interested in 
gaming. Since such projects often require 
entire groups of people, it also makes it 
easy to find others with an interest in the 
field. Since such projects also need skills 
in multiple areas, such as programming, 
artwork, and sound design, it gives a lot of 
opportunity for students from all depart-
ments to participate. A club for gaming 
as well as game developing gathers both 
skilled individuals and an audience of crit-
ics in a highly efficient manner.

TQ: What faculty do you study in?
TV: Most of the club’s members so far, 
myself included, are Computer Science 
majors. However, gaming and game devel-
opment has an appeal to many different 
faculties and departments, including fine 
arts, music, creative writing, physics, and 

psychology.
As for 

m y s e l f , 
while my 
major is in 
Computer 
S c i e n c e , 
I am also 
minoring in 
Psychology 
and Phi-
losophy. I 
am consid-
ering fin-
ishing with 
a double 
major.

B U G A 
has fifty 
members with lots of room for growth. 
They are still deciding on which nights to 
meet for specific games but they do get 
together every second Wednesday of the 
month. There are regular fundraisers in 
the mingling area every Wednesday for 
those who like cookies. Supporting these 
guys will allow them to expand their library 
of games    and eventually take over the 
world. So far, the biggest challenge has 
been to raise money for the club. 

Besides the regular game nights 
that appeal from tabletop to LAN gaming, 
the club has several senior level Comp 
Sci. students willing to help others with 
class problems. They’re always open to 
suggestions, looking for fun and popular 
games to try, and willing to welcome new 
members and other groups who share 
our interests to join us. For more informa-
tion you can go to I Want That Stuff on 
10th Street by the 7-11 or email Trevor at 
buga@wcgwave.ca. §

A Club of Games
Much like its namesake, you win or you die

alex murray, assisTanT eDiTor-in-chieF

Photo credit gringer/Flickr (CC BY-SA 2.0 licence).
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Recently, press releases have 

been circulated about a large movement 
to leave the Canadian Federation of Stu-
dents (CFS).  These mobilization efforts 
are said to be happening at numerous 
member locals (student unions who are 
a part of CFS) across the country, though 
many have not been named.  Unfortunate-
ly, not much is known about this “wide-
spread dissatisfaction” with CFS.  It is not 
known whether this is coming from a few 
students on each campus or whether it 
reflects the sentiments of the majority of 
members.

Most concerning are the student 
unions whose elected members have 
chosen to unilaterally censor material 

because they do not support CFS.  An ex-
ample of this can be found in the Univer-
sity of Manitoba Students’ Union (UMSU) 
executive’s decision to remove all pages 
in their handbooks for members that con-
tained content provided by CFS.  

This content included valuable infor-
mation that their students, as members 
of CFS, are entitled to receive.  They did so 
because they were upset that they were 
bound by a contract for handbooks signed 
in the previous year.  Regardless of their 
views, their members paid for handbooks 
produced by CFS, their members pay fees 
to CFS, and their members are entitled to 
this information.  

Like UMSU, the University of Mani-
toba Graduate Students’ Association has 
been withholding their members’ fees to 
CFS, arguing that they have never actually 

been members.  Their members continue 
paying the CFS fees, but are not receiving 
services like the ISIC Card at the request 
of the GSA.

It is egregious to deny students ac-
cess to services, which they pay for, be-
cause of personal bias.  Students who are 
dissatisfied with CFS should be able to 
meet and talk with their representatives, 
but they should not become dissatisfied 
because their local student union denies 
them access to services to which they are 
entitled.  

The Canadian Federation of Students, 
like any large organization, is not perfect.  
But there are ways to address concerns 
that are both respectful and productive, 
and do not involve secret meetings or 
denial of services.  CFS has done a lot of 
good work across the country.  Through 

the large number of students they rep-
resent, they have been able to lobby the 
municipal, provincial, and federal govern-
ment much more effectively than one stu-
dent union on their own.  

They have influenced progressive pol-
icies, formed a very effective ethical pur-
chasing network, and have become a go-
to source for the views of post-secondary 
students.  They have been a strong voice 
for equality and social democracy, proving 
to be examples for providing safe spaces 
for all students to voice their opinions.  
CFS has its problems, but it is important 
for students to inform themselves about 
what CFS actually does for them before 
they buy into the propaganda of naysay-
ers who propose no better alternative 
than the existing structure. §

Student Unions Denying CFS Services to Students
The problem with hating on CFS is that it means you lose some great services...

carissa Taylor, senior reporTer

With the commotion of Orienta-

tion Week behind us, students are start-
ing to fall into their routines here at BU. It 
is tempting to walk past that social gath-
ering in the courtyard, to pass on a Bob-
cats game, or to throw a blind eye to that 
group in the mingling area that is trying to 
get your attention, but I would encourage 
everybody to try and make the most out 
of your time here at Brandon University, 
and a great way to start that is by getting 
involved.

Being one of those students who 
just went through the motions for three 
years, I can assure you that I would never 

want to revert back to the days where I 
wouldn’t go to campus for anything other 
than my classes. Now: going to class and 
graduating is important, but you should 
make sure you have an ample amount of 
time set aside for unwinding and having 
fun with friends, new and old. For a uni-
versity of such a small size, it is nothing 
but astounding the amount of events that 
are happening around campus everyday. 
Don’t just slip in the side door of the build-
ing, go to class, and then slink right back 
out. That’s not what the university experi-
ence is about.

I encourage everybody to make an ef-
fort to try something new. Attend, or even 
perform, at an open mic night at SUDS ev-
ery Wednesday. Join a recreational team 

at the Healthy Living Centre (I hear there’s 
a table tennis league). Volunteer for some-
thing you think you might enjoy. There are 
so many things that you can try out at BU, 
and the worst-case scenario is you might 
find yourself having so much fun that you 
won’t be able to stop.

There are so many things you can 
involve yourself in at BU. We have three 
collectives on campus: the Women’s Col-
lective, the LGBTTQ* Collective, and the 
Aboriginal Student Council. All of these 
groups are incredibly active, and are al-
ways looking for people to come by and in-
troduce themselves and see if they would 
like to be a part of the events that they put 
on for students. In much the same way, 
BUSU is trying to get out to students and 

see more students taking a part in their 
campus experience by hosting our own 
events and supporting our fellow students 
with theirs. There are also countless clubs 
and collectives on campus, so you would 
be hard-pressed to not be able to find one 
that suits your interests.

Oftentimes the hardest part about 
getting involved is not having that initial 
push to go out and break your barriers. 
Being involved with your university isn’t 
just fun, it’s also crucial towards having a 
positive university experience. The people 
you meet, and the memories and friend-
ships you make will likely be some of the 
lasting experiences of your time here at 
Brandon University. §

Be You at BU – but with Others, Too!
Vice President Internal Matthew May gives us the scoop on how YOU can get involved

maTThew may, busu Vpi

Comment on 
this artiCle 

and more 
stories at 

theQuill.Ca!

On tuesday, september 24th at 

12:00 pm in the He Oyate Tawapi Room in 
Health Studies (room 141), Liberal Party 
Leader Justin Trudeau will once again be 
on campus.  According to Jeremiah Kopp, 
President of the Young Liberals of Cana-
da-Manitoba, Trudeau’s message will be 
“one of youth engagement, voter engage-
ment, and student issues”, but that he is 
“coming to listen” and will focus on the 
question and answer part of his visit.  The 
agenda will not vary a great deal from his 
last visit to Brandon University.

Kopp confirmed that Trudeau’s visit to 
campus is “definitely” related to the still-
uncalled by-election in the Brandon-Souris 
federal riding. He stressed that Trudeau has 
“always had a commitment to rural Mani-
toba”. Political pundits see this upcoming 
election as a chance for the Liberals to 
gain votes in a notoriously Tory-blue riding, 

a s 

Conservatives are becoming divided over 
the disqualification of Len Isleifson and 
Chris Kenney from the Conservative nomi-
nation race.  

When asked whether Trudeau’s Liber-
als are expected to gain votes in this next 
by election, Kopp said that “historically, 
the government has had a tough time 
with by-elections” but that “Trudeau’s 
message is resonating” with Canadians 
and that they have been responsive to his 
message.

On October 9th, Elizabeth May, leader 
of the Green Party and sole Green MP 
in the House of Commons, will be visit-
ing Brandon University.  The event will 
take place from 2:30 – 4:00 pm in the 
He Oyate Tawapi Room in Health Studies 
(room 141).  Michael Juce of the BU Poli-
tics Society has said there is currently no 
confirmed topic.  There has, as of yet, not 
been a Green Party candidate announced 
for the Brandon-Souris by elections.

When asked whether BUSU is plan-

ning on hosting any debates on-campus 
with candidates for the by-election, BUSU 
President Stephanie Bachewich stated 
that she is in talks with the BU Political 
Science Club at this time. §

Justin Trudeau speaks at Brandon University earlier 
this year.  Photo credit Holly Kalyniuk.

Trudeau and May to Visit BU
Federal leaders visiting prior to constituency by-election

carissa Taylor, senior reporTer

Besides the regular game nights 
that appeal from tabletop to LAN gaming, 
the club has several senior level Comp 
Sci. students willing to help others with 
class problems. They’re always open to 
suggestions, looking for fun and popular 
games to try, and willing to welcome new 
members and other groups who share 
our interests to join us. For more informa-
tion you can go to I Want That Stuff on 
10th Street by the 7-11 or email Trevor at 
buga@wcgwave.ca. §

Photo credit gringer/Flickr (CC BY-SA 2.0 licence).



Ask Miss Q 
Q:

Dear Miss Q,

I like this girl. How do I get her to like me 
back? Her interests are Alpine yodeling, 
Regency-era clothing, and the scent of 
Jane Goodall. Thoughts?

Sincerely,
A Lust with a Must

A:

Dear Lust,

I do have to inform you that you cannot 
simply get someone to like you. You can, 
however, take an interest in their inter-
ests, and become friends with them. I 
know, it’s frequently-heard advice, but it’s 
still true.  You’re in luck, it would seem: 
this girl’s interests are very specific, which 
makes it easy for you to get into them 
yourself. Though, I’m not entirely sure 
how someone cultivates an interest in the 
scent of Jane Goodall. Perhaps a sincere 
interest in conservationism would serve 
you better? Also, Alpine yodeling may 
serve you well in the future. You never 
know.

Good luck,
Miss Q

Do you have a question for Miss Q? Email 
it to us at missq@thequill.ca.
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Quill Classifieds  YO! 
This place has the best second hand clothes. Skinny jeans for 
like six bucks! #YOLO #THRIFTSHOP
Abby Rose, downtown @ 9th Street and Rosser Avenue.
www.mirandaabbyrose.ca 

Get your nom nom on! Healthy bag lunch in a jiffy! 
Free WiFi, patio, coffee, and snacks.  Open 9:00 am – 4:00 pm.
Wildflower Café, downtown @ 9th Street and Rosser Avenue.
www.thewildflowercafe.ca

 
Your ad could be here! Email us at classifieds@thequill.ca.
Ads for students are free. All ads (except textbook ads) must be 30 words or less.


