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On november 20th, BUSU held its An-

nual General Meeting in the Mingling Area 
beside SUDS. To achieve quorum and ac-
tually make decisions, BUSU needed fifty 
Brandon University students to attend the 
meeting and witness what was happen-
ing. Alas, quorum was not reached, and 
without it, the executives simply made 
their reports to the attendees. 

Most of the reports detailed the ac-
tivities that BUSU organized during ori-
entation week at the beginning of the 
semester. This was followed by the goings-
on over the past few months. The biggest 
things were Rock the Block and Spirit 

Week, which was only a few weeks ago. 
BUSU also answered questions about 

problems that they have solved for stu-
dents over past weeks. There had been 
issues with a professor in the Health Stud-
ies Program that many students spoke to 
BUSU about. The professor was switched 
to a different class and the issue was re-
solved. The Student Union has been push-
ing for more gender-neutral bathrooms 
across the university, as well as hopefully 
getting a puppy room for the next mental 
health week.

What was not made clear during the 
question and answer period was when 
BUSU would be presenting the budget for 
this year. This was partially because the 
head of that committee, Matthew May, 

was in Ottawa. The plan at this time is to 
hold a forum completely dedicated to the 
budget at some point in the future. 

Another of the bigger issues on stu-
dents’ minds was the SUDS food card 
limitations. Back in July Mr. Lamont of 
the administration informed BUSU that 
the school would be setting a maximum 
to how much students could use their 
student food cards in SUDS. The amount, 
previously unlimited, was cut to $100 a 
semester. BUSU was not able to negoti-
ate the issue with Mr. Lamont, but did not 
inform upcoming residence students of 
the limitations going into place before the 
school year started. 

There are some plans for the near 
future, especially in the beginning of De-

cember. An Ugly [Christmas] Sweater Day 
is in the works for the final days leading up 
to our break. Another event coming up is a 
Trivia Night in SUDS where a faculty team 
will take the field against all comers. Keep 
your eyes open for all of these events and 
for another Mental Health Week in the 
New Year.   

Unfortunately because quorum was 
not achieved, even by offering free pizza, 
these problems could only be discussed 
and not solved. Part of this problem is 
ever-present student apathy, though a 
lack of advertising may also be to blame. 
Hopefully the BUSU budget forum will see 
a multitude of attendees.§

No Quorum at BUSU AGM
Alex MurrAy, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

No action could be taken on the issues raised, but here’s what went down

The Bobcats jump for joy at a last-second win over Alberta on Saturday night, November 16th.  See page 5 for full details.  Photo credit Milana Paddock/BU Athletics.
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From thursday, november 14th to 

Saturday, November 16th, Vincent Massey 
High School presented “Legally Blonde: 
The Musical” at the Western Manitoba Cen-
tennial Auditorium. On Friday night the cast 
gave a very talented and hilarious perfor-
mance. The auditorium was packed with 
people supporting their loved ones on-stage 
and enjoying the performance. 

The protagonist, Elle Woods, was per-
formed by Kristen Nerbas on Thursday after-
noon and Saturday night, while on Thursday 
night and Friday night, Shannon Wiebe took 
the role. They even had a toy dog on-stage 
as Bruiser, Elle’s Chihuahua. Among the 
other main characters, Warner Huntington 
III was played by Logan Cathcart, Emmett 
Forrest was played by Davis Placatka, and 
Paulette Bonafonté was played by Katie 
MacDonald. Everyone in the performance 
sang extremely well and all the cast mem-
bers were very comfortable on stage. 

The whole play was full of singing, danc-
ing, and tons of laughs. It was rated PG-13 

and for good reason, as some mild lan-
guage and sexual content were involved… 
in fact, these were typically the source of 
the jokes! One of the funniest characters 
was Kyle, the delivery man, played by Ste-
fan McGonigle: the audience had a distinct 
tendency to erupt in laughter whenever he 
came on-stage.

Though I am not an avid attendee of 
high school productions, this was by far 
among the top among the small number 
that I have seen. I enjoyed it so much that 
I would definitely see it again, and I felt it 
was worth the money. However, if you re-
ally hate the colour pink… it might not have 
been your cup of tea. The stage was fairly 
covered in pink in the first act, right up to 
Elle Woods’ costumes. Even with the gobs 
of pink, though, the Vincent Massey cast 
put on a great show. §

Do you know of an event we should 
cover? Drop us a note with the date and 
time and we’ll send someone to check it 
out!  If you’re involved with a community 
event, we’d love to talk to you: drop us a 
note on our Facebook page!

The Quill is published weekly by The 
Quill, Inc., and is printed by The Kil-
larney Guide in Killarney, MB.

NOTE: Editorials, letters, and view-
point articles do not necessarily 
reflect the opinion of The Quill staff, 
The Quill, Inc., or the faculty, staff, or 
administration of Brandon University.

The Quill is a member of Canadian 
University Press (CUP), one of the 
world’s largest student organiza-
tions, with a membership of over 70 
student newspapers in Canada.
Advertisers wishing to buy space in 
both this newspaper and other CUP-
affiliated newspapers should contact 
our multi-market ad representative:

FREE Media
11629 105th Avenue
Edmonton, AB  T5H 0L9
Phone: 780-421-1000
advertising@free-media.ca

For online advertising inquiries, 
please contact:
Rouge Media Group
250 The Esplanade, The Keep
Toronto, ON  M5A 1J2
Phone: 416-360-8120

Local advertisers can also contact 
us directly at the address below:
The Quill
270 18th Street 
Brandon University
Brandon, MB  R7A 6A9
Office: 204-727-9667     
Fax: 204-571-0029

editorialstaff
Editor in Chief | Emily Diehl
eic@thequill.ca
Assistant Editor in Chief | 
Alex Murray
assistanteic@thequill.ca
General Manager | 
Elinor Murray
gm@thequill.ca
Senior Reporters |
Carissa Taylor, Katie Driedger
Miss Q |
missq@thequill.ca
Classifieds |
classifieds@thequill.ca
Advertising |
advertising@thequill.ca

contributingstaff
Dakota Bicklmeier, Holly Kalyniuk, Roland 
Liwanag,  Shelby Steele, Jenna Clinton 
(BUSU), Maria Assaf (The Ryersonian), Si-
mon Little (The Link), Connor Ward (The 
Cord)

Review: Legally Blonde: The Musical
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A legally fantastic review of some culture

shelby steele

Brandonites heaved a sigh when 

the surprisingly classy Foxy Bistro was re-
placed earlier this year. Fortunately, the glo-
rious aroma of the Newfies Corner Café’s 
seafood-studded menu well replaced it, 
boasting a hometown meal selection and a 
good ol’ East Coast dining environment (or 
so this prairie girl is told). The Newfies Café 
definitely delivers amid Brandon’s seafood 
scene.

The gritty, light-hearted Maritime mu-
sic transports patrons from cold, blustery 
Brandon to a jollier area with a fairer, if 
rainier, climate. Decorated with fishing 
nets strewn across the upper walls and a 
myriad of images of ocean scenery and 
ship must-haves, like buoys, life rafts, and 
eye-patched, salt-and-pepper-haired cap-
tains, the varnished tables and comfortable 
chairs create the illusion of dining below 
decks. A Halloween-esque skeleton clad as 
a ‘Pirates of the Caribbean’-style ghost ship 
inhabitant, complete with parrot and chest 
of treasure, is even poised at the entrance, 
a touch of fun in the kid-friendly café.

Featuring sandwiches and breakfast 
classics, as well as crustacean cuisine 
speckled with an assortment of fish dishes 
(I recommend Dinner #1 with beer-battered 
tilapia and rice pilaf) all prepared with New-
fie flare, the restaurant located on the cor-
ner of Lorne and 10th Street specializes in 
hand battered fish and chips. For a price 
easy on the wallet, cap off your experi-
ence with a piece of white chocolate lemon 
cheesecake, strawberry rhubarb pie, or 

apple caramel cheesecake, just to name a 
few of their equally-delectable desserts. 

In a city compensating for the lack of 
a Red Lobster with a Joey’s Only, the café 
is one of the best places to obtain seafood 
for a reasonable price. While some meals 
break the $20 mark, most meals in the $12 
to $17 range are as filling and scrumptious 
as they are affordable. Upon producing a 
valid Student ID, one can receive an addi-
tional 10% off their bill, an added incentive 

for students to take an exam study break 
downtown.

The Newfie Café’s modest seating ca-
pacity, ambient music, friendly and efficient 
service (trust their dessert recommenda-
tions!), and fresh food produce a charming 
small-town feel and definitely deliver the 
“Taste of Home” guarantee boldly embel-
lished on their business card. So why re-
sist? Go try it today! §

Review: The Newfies Corner Café
Got a hankering for that salt air? Head to Lorne and 10th!

holly KAlyniuK
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On tuesday, november 19th, the Senate of Brandon 

University approved a new academic planning framework.  This 
framework represents the first academic plan to surface in 
recent years, and will help Brandon University ensure that its 
academic work not only functions within the University’s vision, 
mission, and values, but also looks at the current needs facing 
students and society.

The first step in the formation of the academic plan will 
be for a strategic planning steering committee to review and 
evaluate the existing strategic plan, BUILD (Brandon Univer-
sity: Innovation, Leadership, and Development), as well as the 
completion of an institutional review and environmental scan.  
Following this, the actual strategic plan will be developed.

Brandon University’s current strategic plan, BUILD, has six 
primary goals: student success, academic and teaching excel-
lence, graduate studies and research excellence, promotion 
and accountability, social responsibility, and infrastructure and 
support.  One point under the academic and teaching excel-
lence section sets the goal of “[utilizing] program review and 
curricular reform to meet the University’s core mission”, which 
should be accomplished following the implementation of an 
academic plan.

An academic plan is beneficial in that it informs financial 
decisions that must be made, especially in years where budgets 
are tight.  As all departments and faculties function within this 
broad plan, it should also promote greater inter-departmental 
and inter-faculty communication.  The criticism expressed by 
some faculty members is that they may be limited in the kinds 
of courses that they can offer, but only time will tell whether or 
not that becomes a significant problem. §

New Plan Being Planned
Senate approves framework for academic direction

cArissA tAylor, senior reporter

The Brandon-Souris By-election debate!
We know it’s a day late, but it’s still interesting, we promise!

Monday, november 18th  kicked off 

the Brandon/Souris by-election debate 
at Brandon University. The candidates, 
the NDP’s Cory Szczepanski, Green Party 
hopeful David Neufeld, Libertarian Frank 
Godon and Liberal contender Rolf Dins-
dale met for this battle of wills in the Edu-
cation Building’s Rowe Meeting Room. 

It was a packed house, many stu-
dents and community members filling the 
seats well before it started at five o’clock. 
The Conservative candidate Larry Magu-
ire was not on hand due to a scheduling 
conflict and when he was mentioned, his 
name was actually booed by a member of 
the audience. The other four were quick 
to point out the lack of respect that Magu-
ire showed by not being there, and then 
the debate got underway with opening 
remarks. 

They drew lots to see who spoke first 
and this position rotated throughout the 
debate. Cory Szczepanski and Rolf Din-
sdale had very similar views on most of 
the questions, education being important 
to both Liberal and NDP Parties. Where 
they differed was the scope of assistance. 
Szczepanski and the NDP would like to 
underwrite the cost of tuition in Canada 
and make it as accessible to Canadians 

as possible. Mr. Dinsdale pushed the Lib-
eral policy, which would provide monetary 
assistance for those facing that particular 
barrier, and which considers different so-
lutions for problems such as a lack of low-
income housing. 

Mr. Neufeld and Mr. Godon offered 
their own unique perspective on these 
matters. The Green Party Candidate Da-
vid Neufeld supported the call for easier 
access to education and the unmuzzling 
of Canada’s scientists. Frank Godon, the 
Libertarian, chose to place education with 
concepts of personal liberty and responsi-
bility, but stated he would like schools to 
be funded by corporations looking to hire 
graduates. 

The topic of the debate then switched 
to the Canadian Senate, with similar re-
marks from all four hopefuls. The NDP on 
the one side want to abolish the senate 
completely as it is non-democratically cho-
sen. The Liberal and the Green represen-
tatives called for reforming the body for 
the reasons of honouring the Canadian 
Constitution, and to have the Senatorial 
slots chosen provincially or municipally. 
The Libertarian Mr. Godon met this topic 
somewhere in the middle, wanting to pare 
the Senate down to 26 members, 2 from 
each province and territory. 

One of the issues that all four of the 

candi-
d a t e s 
agreed 
on was 
Aborig-
i n a l 
w o m -
e n 
g o i n g 
m i s s -
ing. Mr. 
D i n s -
d a l e 
showed that the Liberals had introduced 
a bill to look into the missing women half 
a year ago, which is still pending. Mr. 
Neufeld and Mr. Szczepanski both called 
for inquiries to be made and Frank Godon 
pledged to work with the Métis and First 
Nations Communities to solve this. 

All four denounced the use of smear 
campaigns, although they were united in 
disparaging the missing Conservatives to 
varying degrees. 

The second half of the debate was 
opened up to questions from the public. 
They discussed carbon taxes, which were 
most supported by the Green Candidate 
David Neufeld.  Universally condemned 
were extremely high tuition for interna-
tional students, the Tough on Crime bill, 
and mandatory minimum sentencing. 

Their closing remarks were fiery and 
called for students to get out and vote. 
NDP candidate Cory Szczepanski said, 
“Don’t settle for less. We must and can do 
better.” Mr Dinsdale of the Liberals told 
us that “Your vote counts and I hope you 
make it count this time.” David Neufeld 
wants students to “recognize the pat-
tern in Canada. Every ten years the major 
party in power is rocked by scandal. You 
deserve something better.” And Frank 
Godon urged you to vote for him because 
“major parties will give you a person who 
is a mouthpiece for their leader and their 
party. We [Libertarians] will not be dic-
tated to.”

Of course, by press time a winner will 
have already been chosen, but perhaps 
this will give you a sense of which way the 
winds may blow come 2015. §

Alex MurrAy, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

Photo credit Alex Murray,
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On November 20th, there was a 

service held at the Knox United Church 
for the Trans Day of Remembrance. The 
service began with an introduction from 
Pastor Craig Miller of Knox 
United Church, followed 
by a smudge and greet-
ings from sponsors such 
as PFLAG (Parents and 
Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays), SERC (Sexuality Ed-
ucation Resource Centre), 
and BUSU. 

Afterwards, Bradley 
Tyler-West of SERC and 
the Rainbow Society read 
excerpts from biographies 
of transgendered authors 
or loved ones of trans-
gendered persons. This 
was followed by a candle-
lighting ceremony to honor 
those who have lost their 
lives in violence and hate 
crimes, then a light lunch 
and reception provided by 
the organizers of the event. 
The environment at the service was very 
warm and welcoming, free of any discrimi-

nation, and safe for all members of the 
community to attend. 

Frequently asked at these annual 
services is the question of who, or what, 
exactly, is being “remembered”? SERC, 
The Rainbow Society, PFLAG, and other 

organizers and sponsors use this oppor-
tunity to educate on the meaning of the 
Trans Day of Remembrance and also 

what “transgender” really means.  
The Trans Day of Remembrance is 
a time of memorial for persons who 
have lost their lives due to crime, 
violence, hate, and discrimination di-
rected against their self-identifi cation 

as transgender. The event 
is meant to recognize the 
fact that no one deserves 
unfair treatment based 
on their sexuality, sexual 
orientation, or gender. 
This Day of Remembrance 
raises awareness of the 
injustices and dangers fac-
ing the gender, sexual, and 
romantic minority commu-
nities, as well recognizing 
the grief of friends and 
families who have endured 
the loss of a loved one due 
to ignorance and hate. 

An event such as this is 
highly signifi cant in our city, 
and everywhere, as people 
in the LGBTTQ* community 
fi ght for their lives every single 
day. In a perfect world, there 
will come a time when people 

can be free of hatred and violence and be 
free to express who they are, regardless 
of sexual orientation, sexuality, or gender. 

It is time to 
call an end to violence and discrimination 
against LGBTTQ* identities, and to pro-
mote peace, gender equality, and rights 
of social justice and human security for 
all. §

Trans Day of Remembrance
Take a moment to educate yourself and remember

JennA clinton, busu Vp externAl

BUSU president Stephanie Bachewich and BUSU VP External Jenna Clinton lighting 
candles at the Trans Day of Remembrance service at Knox United Church. Photo 
credit Manuel Godoy.

A rainbow candle signifying tolerance and community, lit 
at the Trans Day of Remembrance service.  Photo credit 
Jenna Clinton.

If one happens to drop by the KDC 

building in the early part of the day, one 
might hear refreshing gospel tunes ema-
nating from the Elephant Room up on the 
3rd fl oor.  Upon a closer look inside, stu-
dents can be seen reading Bibles, deep 
in meditation, or just enjoying the music 
playing in the background.  This is where 
Varsity Christian Fellowship members 
start their day on campus.

Varsity Christian Fellowship, or VCF, is 
a student organization which seeks to cre-
ate a meeting place for fellowship amidst 
the craziness of university life. Magdi 
Kassa, VCF’s prayer coordinator, does his 
best to create a sanctuary where one can 
fi nd tranquility and a sense of belonging, 
where people care about one another, 
pray for each other, and listen to others’ 
troubles without judgment.  

According to Jenna Noordenbos, 
president of the club, they do a number 
of outreach programs and other events to 
get more students involved.  “Some peo-
ple put a label on what a Christian is or 
on anybody who has a religion,” she said, 
“and they get scared of their own ideas of 
who these people are.”  

“[We don’t want to] put pressure on 
another person. We just want to be friends  

and give them a safe place to unwind.   We 
would like to think of these events as sim-
ilar to youth groups [or] summer camps, 
things like bowling or skating or movie 
nights.  Then we all just get to hang out 
and have a great time – to make friends 
and that kind of stuff”, she added.

VCF is a non-denominational organi-
zation. According to Jonathan Klassen, the 
club’s vice president, anybody from any re-
ligion is welcome to attend and share his 
or her point of view without judgment or 
harassment. It is open to all groups.  How-
ever, to keep the club running smoothly, 
members of VCF’s executive share a be-
lief and statement of faith.  

VCF is part of a bigger organization, 
the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 
(IVCF).  People from IVCF in Winnipeg fre-
quently visit Brandon University VCF to 
fellowship with them, especially for major 
events like the Christmas banquet.  

Weekly Bible studies are done in open 
group discussion.  A Scripture passage is 
chosen, and one member leads the group 
in reading through and discussing the 
passage, digging for the meaning behind 
it and discussing other related passages.  
These studies can also focus on a certain 
topic, or a particular Biblical story. 

Although they do not have regular 
seminars on campus, IVCF Winnipeg orga-

nizes weekend retreats which the BU VCF 
can join.  Those retreats include disciple-
ship and leadership training, usually held 
far from the cities of Winnipeg and Bran-
don.  These retreats are the primary rea-
son for VCF fundraisers, as they want to 
be able to send as many people to these 
events as possible. 

Jenna, the current president, says 
that when she joined, there were only sev-
en regular attendees.  Last year, it climbed 
to twelve, and today, those attending on 
an average Bible study and worship night 
number from fi fteen to twenty-seven. The 
VCF executive committee now consists of 
nine people. 

A fasting and prayer 
day is slated by month 
end, which members do 
alone before meeting in 
the evening for some wor-
ship time together, signal-
ing the end of the event.  

A Christmas banquet 
is coming up in Decem-
ber. After the banquet is 
the Christmas U-Reach 
program held after ex-
ams – a Christmas party 
they throw for university 
students who will not be 
going home for the holi-

days. 
VCF morning prayers are held in the 

Elephant Room on Mondays, Wednes-
days and Fridays from 7:30 am–8:30 am 
and Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:30 
am–9:30 am.  Wednesdays are Bible 
study nights from 5:00 pm–6:00 pm in 
the student lounge area in the basement 
of the Education Building.  A praise and 
worship celebration follows afterwards at 
the Rowe Theatre on the second fl oor.

Interested students can like their 
Facebook page, titled “Brandon Uni-
versity Varsity Christian Fellowship”.  
You can also send them an email at 
brandonuvcf@yahoo.ca. §

Taking a peek at BU’s Varsity Christian Fellowship
Curious? So were we, so we found out for you!

rolAnd liwAnAg
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Approximately a hundred and 

fifty people came out Saturday night, No-
vember 16th, to the Brandon University 
Healthy Living Centre for the Bobcats’ 
home games last weekend. They certainly 
did not go home disappointed.  It was a 
game of firsts as the Bobcats dealt the 
No. 2-ranked national team Alberta Gold-
en Bears their first loss of the season, 71-
70.  It was also the home team’s first win 
in six games. 

The Cats could only hold on to a 
shaky two-point lead, 57-55, towards the 
end of the third quarter.  The two teams 
then tied it for the last time at 57-all, three 
minutes into the fourth, after the lead 
changed hands six times.  After Brandon 
upped the lead 65-62, the Bears went on 
an 8-point shooting rampage.  The on-
slaught came from a jumper and a foul 
shot from Youssef Ouahrig, a 3-point play 
by Jordan Baker, and two foul shots from 
Todd Bergen-Henengouwen in a sudden 
turnaround that would lift the Bears 70-
65 with 1:44 minutes remaining.

For a moment, it looked like it would 
be another disappointing evening.  How-
ever, Bobcat Emerick Ravier had other 
plans for the night.  After being fouled by 
Ouahrig, he sank both free throws to bring 
the Bobcats to within three points.  Ravi-
er’s subsequent attempt beyond the arc 
was unsuccessful, but that did not seem 
to dampen his spirits as he drove deep for 
a layup and pulled up to within one point 
with 26 seconds remaining.

Many a heart sank as Brandon U’s 
Mikee Dosado then fouled Sahr Saffa of 
the Alberta Bears.  Saffa would, however, 
uncharacteristically miss both throws, 

giving the Bobcats 
one last ray of hope 
which is all Ravier 
needed.

After a Bran-
don rebound, Al-
berta Bear Jordan 
Baker gave up a 
wise foul to waste 
some time off the 
clock as their team 
was not yet in the 
penalty.  As the 
game commenced 
with 14 seconds 
remaining, Ravier 
set into motion a 
daring move.  Cool 
as a cat, he sank 
a two-pointer with 
6 seconds remain-
ing, giving the Bob-
cats a precarious 
one-point lead.

A last second 
desperation shot by 
Alberta’s Jordan Baker could have stolen 
the game but the ball rattled out, sending 
the Bobcats fans into a wild frenzy.

Ravier’s 19 points was complement-
ed by Kenonte Ramsey’s equally spec-
tacular performance.  Ramsey’s game-
high 22 points was punctuated by seven 
3-pointers.  Mikee Dosado wound up with 
12 points and 4 assists while Ali-Mounir 
Benabdelhak had a monster game on the 
boards with 11 rebounds, 9 of them on 
the defensive end.

Jordan Baker of the Bears had a dou-
ble-double with 21 points, 12 rebounds 
and 6 assists.

It was a night of redemption for the 

Cats as they had previously lost their 
opening meeting with the Bears Friday, 
November 15th, by 17 points, 80-63.

In that contest, three Bears finished 
with double-digit scoring.  Youssef Ouahrig 
had 13 points, Kenneth Otieno garnered a 
similar 13 points with 9 rebounds, and for-
ward Mamdou Gueye collected 12 points 
with 3 steals.

Jordan Baker and Sahr Saffa contrib-
uted 9 points apiece.

Brandon was plagued by 15 turnovers 
in that clash.  Kenonte Ramsey scored a 
game-high 14 points with 7 rebounds.  
Emerick Ravier and Mikee Dosado each 
threw in 8 points plus 7 and 5 rebounds 
respectively.

The Bobcats hopes to bring the mo-
mentum of their latest conquest on to 
their next road game assignments against 
UNBC and Mount Royal.

The women’s division was not as for-
tunate, however, as the lady Bobcats lost 
both of their matches to the Alberta Pan-
das 65-30 and 66-51 despite the gritty ef-
forts put up by the lady Bobcats.

The Bears were lifted up by their lead-
ing scorers Jessilyn Fairbanks and Sally 
Hillier.  Meanwhile, Cassie Cooke, Kaela 
Cranston and Aleah Bridges carried the 
torch for the Bobcats in those two losses.  
The Bobcats have yet to secure a win in 
six outings. §

Bobcats in Action
Bobcats post first win in one heck of a squeaker

rolAnd liwAnAg

The Bobcats preparing for their final play on November 16th.  Photo credit Milana Paddock/BU Athletics.

A rainbow candle signifying tolerance and community, lit 
at the Trans Day of Remembrance service.  Photo credit 
Jenna Clinton.



Toronto (cup) — Renata Meconse 

once dreamed of enrolling in Ryerson 
University’s journalism program. But the 
mother of three rapidly woke up to reality.
“The cost of living is higher there. It’s very 
hard for a First Nations person to move 
to one of the big cities for university,” she 
says.

Meconse, 35, had to take what was 
available to her. She was lucky enough to 
get funding, and enrolled in the creative 
communications program at the Universi-
ty of Winnipeg. During her third year, she 
got offered a job. It was a good opportu-
nity and one that would also allow her to 
bring some extra cash to her household. 
But it took away the possibility of getting 
future funding for her studies.

For a great portion of aboriginal youth, 
going to university in a place like Toronto 
is a challenge not many of them can face 
successfully.

The Department of Aboriginal Affairs 
and Northern Development recently re-
leased a proposal for a First Nations Edu-
cation Act (FNEA). But aboriginal youth 
and education specialists believe that 
while they’re crafting acts on education, 
the government should address the lack 

of funding for post-secondary education.
The latest proposal for a FNEA was 

released on October 22nd. It was met with 
widespread opposition by aboriginal com-
munities. Government funding for primary 
and secondary education, which has been 
frozen since 1996, continues to decline 
with the rising inflation and subsequent 
rise in the cost of living.

This lack of funding early on in a stu-
dent’s career distresses leaders in the ab-
original community as students struggle 
to keep up with the rest of Canada later 
in life.

Since the mid-19th century, many ab-
original nations signed treaties with the 
Crown, where in exchange for land and re-
sources, they would get education, health 
care and infrastructure. When many of 
the treaties were signed, aboriginal chiefs 
thought that the only way to participate in 
the new economic order would be for First 
Nations to obtain a modern education.

Because there are more students 
than funding, the only chance people like 
Meconse have of going to university is by 
applying to their local reserve for sponsor-
ship. As many reserves across Canada 
struggle to provide education to a growing 
number of students, they have to make 
hard choices.

“If we got 10 students who want to 
get post-secondary education and we only 
have funding for five, you know, which five 
do you say can get educated and which 
five you cut out? That is just wrong,” says 
Patrick Madahbee, Grand Council Chief of 
the Union of Ontario Indians.

Money is usually given to students 
who choose cheaper college programs, 
such as a seven-month certificate. It gets 
even harder if they want to apply to a uni-
versity and relocate to a place like Toronto, 
at least in Meconse’s experience.

“I’m very happy that I took the job, 
but I missed out on completing my degree 
when I had the chance. So now it’s even 
harder for me to finish,” she says.

When she tried to return to school 
after three years of working in commu-
nications, she was told the priority were 
first-year students and she was put on a 
year-long waiting list.

Meconse, who now works as an 
engagement liaison with Cancer Care 
Manitoba, says many of her First Nations 
friends have had similar experiences.

“Sometimes they have social issues 
that limit them, or they can’t afford to be 
students because they have to feed their 
families.”

The amount of exploitable resources 

a reserve has can determine how many 
of its youth can attend a post-secondary 
institution.

“If it’s a community that has quite a 
bit of resources … they can pinpoint dol-
lars for other community-driven needs like 
education,” says Laurie Hermiston, execu-
tive assistant at the Native Canadian Cen-
tre of Toronto.

While some communities are able to 
fully fund their members into even gradu-
ate studies programs, others struggle to 
afford any program at all.

“More remote and more north, it’s 
harder to get access to education, health 
care and resources,” says Hermiston. 
“That’s where we get our Third World con-
ditions.”

Though the federal government wants 
First Nations to learn how to extract their 
own reserve’s resources, a lack of fund-
ing prevents them from reaching higher 
education.

“When people are oppressing people 
there are two things they do — keep them 
uneducated and in poverty,” says Madah-
bee. “And guess what? This is what’s go-
ing on in Canada.”

When the first proposal for the act 
was being drafted in 2011, aboriginal 
leaders — continued on opposite page
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Burnaby (cup) — Researchers from 

BCIT’s Group for Advanced Information 
Technology (GAIT) are working on a ‘micro’ 
project that could have major impacts on 
the way Canadians use power.

The project is Canada’s first Smart 
Power Microgrid — a network of smart me-
ters, renewable power sources and moni-
toring software distributed around BCIT 
that have transformed the school from an 
ordinary campus into a model power grid.

Dr. Hassan Farhangi, director of GAIT, 
has spearheaded the project since its in-
ception six years ago.

Farhangi said that BCIT’s industrial 
site-like trades programs, office-like class-
rooms and home-like residences provide 
an opportunity to simulate a real-world ur-
ban power grid in which to test new tech-
nologies.

“It is a scaled down version of the 
grid: it has generation capacity, it has 
load, it has communications systems, it 
has command and control,” Farhangi told 
The Link.

The project, still in its first phase, is 
currently about measuring power use on 
campus and testing the ‘smart’ communi-
cation tools that collect this data, accord-
ing to Farhangi. Just shy of 10 buildings 
are wired with smart meters, which relay 

information on when and how much pow-
er is being used to a control centre to be 
analyzed.

The more visible side to the Microgrid 
is BCIT’s power generating capacity. Green 
tech is springing up all over the campus, 
and between solar, steam, natural gas 
and wind, the school is generating about 
a half a megawatt of power, explained Far-
hangi.

“That’s well shy of the six megawatts 
BCIT consumes,” said Farhangi, “but sig-
nificant considering the project is all about 
research and experimentation.

“They may not generate as much, but 
they give us the opportunity of getting to 
know these technologies, and all of the 
issues that are there, to integrate these 
sources of energy into a functioning cam-
pus.”

It is here that the Smart Microgrid 
could have big effects off campus.

Utilities like BC Hydro, Farhangi said, 
are highly concerned with risk. By demon-
strating how these smart and renewable 
technologies perform under real world 
conditions, he explained, the BCIT pro-
gram brings them one step closer to real-
ity.

Down the road, Farhangi sees the 
program growing in exciting ways.

“We have defined a road map of tech-
nology that needs to be developed over 

time,” he said.
As researchers develop the 

ability to measure power usage in 
real time, Farhangi added, future 
phases of the smart grid could 
communicate that information to 
end users, empowering them to 
reduce consumption.

That is something second-
year student Keat Watson, who 
lives in residence, said could 
make a real difference.

“I think that would be very ef-
fective – you don’t think of how 
much you’re using until you see 
it,” Watson said.

Farhangi also noted that the 
project has drawn a lot of invest-
ment to BCIT, which is beginning 
to pay dividends for students.

“We are attracting a large 
amount of private and public fund-
ing, not only for our research purposes but 
for our educational and training purposes 
as well,” Farhangi explained. “All of these 
assets are going to be made available to 
our school and our students.”

In the meantime, students will soon 
be able to interact with the Smart Micro-
grid in more tangible ways.

Farhangi invited students with access 
to electric vehicles to make use of the En-
ergy Oasis, currently under construction, 

free of charge once completed.
“I think it’s awesome,” said Jon Par-

kin, a first year student who drives a Prius 
electric car. “I’ll probably charge up every 
day, take full advantage. Here’s hoping 
that other places follow in this progres-
sive direction.”

The new charging stations should be 
ready by next spring or summer, said Far-
hangi, and will be able to power a car in 
minutes while offering data to drivers on 
their cars and batteries’ performance. §

Microgrids Generate Sustainable Energy at BCIT
Prototype system provides green energy to students and faculty

siMon little, the linK (bcit)

Electric Vehicle charging stations like this one store power from 
solar panels, or captured from the grid during off-peak periods. 
Photo by Simon Little/The Link.

Lack of Funding Stings First Nations Students
Aboriginal students have harder time finding post-secondary support

MAriA AssAf, the ryersoniAn (ru)



countrywide boycotted talks for a proposal 
in which they claim they had no say.

“The problem with the FNEA is that 
there is no consultation in any meaning-
ful way with First Nations about what goes 
into this thing, the design of it,” says Ma-
dahbee.

The October 2013 proposal, which 
was published as a press release, says it 
gives aboriginal communities the chance 
to provide input on how to govern their 
own education systems and parameters.

“That’s an outright lie,” says Madah-
bee. “Writing a letter or reporting some-
thing out on a media release is not consul-
tation. They haven’t talked to every First 
Nation community across the country. ”

The communities are concerned 
about losing the ability to govern their own 
institutions. 

“There have been more and more 
moves for First Nations to take over their 
services and education,” says Madahbee. 
“It is a logical step, obviously. They got 
many different agencies outside of the 
communities that have delivered services 
in the past, and we are saying we should 
be delivering these services.”

But many aboriginal communities 
see the proposed FNEA as a violation of 
the treaties they signed.

Amanda Thompson, aboriginal aca-
demic support adviser at Ryerson, be-

lieves that part of the diffi culty is that the 
funding programs change with every new 
government.

“Much of the money comes from the 
federal government, so as those programs 
change, the landscape changes as well,” 
she says. “There isn’t a single answer. Nor 
do I think there should be.”

As part of the Economic Action Plan 
2013, the federal government proposed 
expanding the Indspire campaign. This 
program would add $10 million over two 
years in funding post-secondary educa-
tion for First Nations and Inuit youth.

The government says this will add to 
the $300 million it already provides to 
these groups. Indspire currently provides 
2,200 scholarships annually to aboriginal 
students.

Aboriginal Affairs Minister, Bernard 
Valcourt, has said he wants education 
system reform before the government will 
provide any additional funding.

Jeremy Kinsman, a former Canadian 
foreign ambassador, thinks these rifts in 
domestic policy are just as important as 
Canada’s foreign policy discussions. He 
says part of the problem is public igno-
rance on aboriginal issues. “I felt humili-
ated that I grew up downtown Montreal, 
and I was (on the advisory board for the 
Canadian Museum for Human Rights 
in Winnipeg) with four native Canadian 

women, lawyers and human rights people. 
(There were) stories they told that I had 
no idea of.

“I felt terrible. But I didn’t know. And 
that’s always the answer — I didn’t know,” 
says Kinsman.

What Meconse knows is that it will be 
challenging for her to advance in her ca-
reer in professional communications.

“For jobs that I want to apply for that 
require a degree, I’m limited.” she says. “I 
have very good work experience, but that 
piece of paper, it limits me still.”

Meconse still plans to fi nish her stud-

ies eventually. She only has a year’s worth 
of credits keeping her from getting a post-
secondary degree.

But she’s lost faith in her local re-
serve’s funding channel. When the wait 
list was wiped clean, Meconse lost her 
spot, and had to start the application pro-
cess all over again.

“I didn’t bother,” she says. “Because 
when you apply for a scholarship, it’s usu-
ally for people who have no income, but 
for me I have to work and support my fam-
ily. That’s where my money is going.” §
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Waterloo (cup) — Scientifi c stud-

ies are fi nding that sleeping with, or near, 
a cellphone can have serious adverse ef-
fects on health. A 2010 study conducted 
by Pew Research Centre found that 90 per 
cent of Americans aged 18 to 29 sleep 
with, or near, their phone.

Those who text are also 42 per cent 
more likely to sleep with their phone. The 
main concern for researchers is the con-
stant fl urry of incoming texts and mes-
sages, causing young adults to constantly 
check their phones throughout the night.

Professionals believe that a constant 
surveillance of the cellphone causes 
sleep disruption, causing daytime fatigue, 
as well as negative effects on memory 
and attention. One researcher noted that 
distracting devices, such as cell phones, 
could actually affect daytime alertness.

“We have jet lag in a different form 
now in modern life called social jet lag,” 
said Richard Horner, professor of medi-
cine and physiology at the University of 
Toronto. “Because we are exposing our-
selves to activities and light at later times, 
then trying to reset ourselves in the morn-
ing.

“It’s like we’re in a different time 

zone.”
Horner is also the director of the re-

search program, Sleep and Biological 
Rhythms, which looks into all aspects of 
sleep-related rhythms.

“There is an issue that people talk 
about called sleep hygiene,” Horner said. 
“This argues that we should take our 
sleep health as importantly as we value 
nutrition and physical activity for general 
health and well-being.”

Another recent study done by Wash-
ington and Lee University in Virginia found 
higher levels of interpersonal stress in 
young adults who text late into the night 
regularly. The study also claimed that 
not only are young adults pushing back 
the time at which they go to sleep, but 
the light emitted by the phone’s screen 
makes it diffi cult for the body to produce 
melatonin, the chemical responsible for 
signalling the body to sleep. This means 
sleeping with a cellphone can both push 
back bedtime and make it diffi cult to fall 
asleep once someone is ready to sleep.

Not only are young adults getting less 
sleep, the sleep they are receiving is also 
of poorer quality.

“There have been so many studies 
done that show that sleep affects per-
formative tasks and motor skills,” Horner 

said. “It’s not just the fact that you’re go-
ing to be awake; your brain processes in-
formation to you while you are asleep.

“Pulling an all-nighter is never a good 
idea … people don’t perform well the next 
day.”

Horner also discussed human per-
formance after long, sleepless periods; 
comparing insomnia and severe lack of 
sleep to human performance after drink-
ing alcohol.

“After about 18-20 hours awake the 
body performs on tasks that require skills 
similarly as if they’ve had two drinks,” he 

said.
As more studies are done concern-

ing phone use during the night, results 
increasingly confi rm that cell phones and 
electronic use before bedtime has seri-
ous effects on our health.

“It’s a question of how well we can 
prioritize,” continued Horner, “and wheth-
er the short term benefi ts actually last a 
long time.” §

Cell Phones Proven to Disrupt Sleep Cycles
Sleeping with electronics can affect productivity and alertness

connor wArd, the cord (wlu)
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Ask Miss Q 
Q:

Dear Miss Q,

I won a jar of jelly beans by guessing the 
number of beans. I accidentally broke 
the jar, so I counted the beans, and I was 
wrong. Should I contact the prize givers to 
see if there was a closer guess?

Sincerely,
Struggling with my Conscience

A:

Dear Struggling,

My basic answer in situations like these 
is simple: take whichever course of action 
you will be most comfortable with later 
on down the road. Is it going to bug you 
interminably that you shouldn’t have won? 
Then contact the people who gave you 
the prize, and find out. However, given 
the nature of these contests, even if 
your guess wasn’t remotely close to the 
actual number, they probably knew the 
actual number themselves — and if they 
gave you the prize, you were closest. In 
the  end, I’d listen to your heart over your 
sweet tooth... 

My best,
Miss Q

Do you have a question for Miss Q? Email 
it to us at missq@thequill.ca.
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Quill Classifieds  Need a new desk? Of course you do!
Pick up a gently-used desk from The Quill offices 
for only $20 each!  You move them, though.  
We might help if you smile. 

We want you!
If you like to write, take pictures, or draw things, 
you should work for The Quill!  Email us at eic@thequill.ca!

 
Do you have something to sell? Are you a student?

Then The Quill has a solution for you!
Classified ads are free for students up to 30 words!  (Textbook ads can be longer.)


