
Volume 104, Issue 18 — January 21st, 2014Brandon University’s Student Newspaper: resigned to education since 1910

BUSU VP External 
Resigns — page 2

Have President Will 
Travel — page 3

Backstage at 
Les Mis — page 4

Table Tennis, not 
Ping Pong— page 5

Volume 104, Issue 18 — January 21st, 2014 — 1 

The Canadian Federation of Stu-

dents is on the campaign trail again. This 
time, they are lobbying the provincial 
government to cut interest from student 
loans. Imagine applying for a loan and 
then paying back the exact same amount 
of money when you get a job. It almost 
seems… fair.

Last week, Bilan Arte, our CFS Provin-
cial Chairperson, came to Brandon Uni-
versity in her drive to change this policy. 
She set up in the Mingling Area and asked 
students to sign postcards that pledge 
support this amendment to student loan 
policy. There was actually some interest 
and she received a few hundred support 
cards. If you did not participate, well – 
how much money do you want to pay for 
your schooling anyway?

Arte, along with CFS, have been col-
lecting the statistics on student loan re-
payment. They are currently running a 
study on how many people have loans 
and how many people are repaying them. 

The postcards available in the Min-
gling Area this week will act as an addi-

tional survey. Coupled with the statistics 
gathered about student loans, she and 
CFS will lobby the provincial finance min-
ister for change at the end of this month. 
They have already met with all three of 

the major provincial caucuses to present 
their case.

Once they have gauged the response 
from the Minister of Finance, they will have 
a better idea as to how long this process 

will take. Right now, it is 
expected that change at 
the provincial level could 
take three to five years.

The elimination of 
interest on student loans 
has already been widely 
successful in Newfound-
land and Labrador. It has 
proven to retain students 
and benefit the local and 
provincial economies. 
Students are more will-
ing to pursue an educa-
tion and do not feel that 
they are burying them-
selves in a decade’s 
worth of debt to do so. 
This progress will no 
doubt influence and im-
prove our own state of 
affairs in Manitoba the 
same way.

If you want to join this movement and 
have not yet signed a postcard, you can 
get them from BUSU or from the Quill of-
fice. The more pressure we bring to bear, 
the faster this could happen. §

One of us, one of us, one of us...

Education For All!

Join the tuition conversation.  Photo credit Krista Mills.

Alex MurrAy, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

Students (all eight of them) 

came out in droves to make their voices 
heard at last week’s Presidential Search 
Committee consulting meeting.  Harry 
Parslow, Managing Partner with search 
firm Caldwell Partners, led the session, 
asking students to give their opinions on 
different questions.

When asked to describe the strengths 
of Brandon University, the standard an-
swers were given, including the size of 
classes and of the institution itself, as 
well as the close relationships students 
develop with their professors.  It was also 
noted that another attraction is BU’s rural 

location and familiarity with students, es-
pecially those in rural Manitoba.

Students identified challenges as 
course offerings and availability, espe-
cially in terms of working around stu-
dents’ schedules, as well as problems 
in advising and students being given the 
wrong information.  Dissatisfaction was 
expressed about the breadth of courses 
offered in each faculty in the course cal-
endar which are rarely or never offered 
within a student’s tenure at the university.  
Parking and residence were also noted as 
concerns.

Students, like every other stakeholder 
group at Brandon University, talked about 
the strike and the importance of forging 

stronger relationships between faculty 
and administration especially.  They de-
fined desirable characteristics of the next 
university president with words like ap-
proachable and relationship-building, and 
thought that the 
president should be 
passionate about 
their job.

One student dis-
cussed their belief 
that the president 
is overpaid for their 
job, especially when 
faculty positions are 
left vacant.

The search firm 

has begun advertising for the position, 
but it is not known when they will make 
a decision as it is a closed search.  Presi-
dent Poff’s term ends in July of 2014. §

The Presidential Search Continues
Looking for the president that BU deserves

cArissA tAylor, senior reporter
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Upstanding Comedy
For the less serious-minded

Students and community mem-

bers gathered on Friday, January 10th in 
Theatre A of the Brodie Building for a night 
of comedy, hosted by BU’s Varsity Christian 
Fellowship. The event was a fundraiser for 
VCF’s future events. 

Timmy Boyle was the main attrac-
tion that evening, a Canadian comedian 
renowned for his clean comedy routines.  
He was greatly enjoyed by the audience, 

helping them forget all the day’s stresses 
and worries.  His routine drew heavily on 
his life experiences and how he sees the 
funny side of them. His final message was 
this: ‘’The gift of laughter and the ability to 
give and receive it from others today is the 
greatest gift someone can have.”

Following Boyle’s great performance, 
Ben Karuhije took the stage to tell hi story. 
Ben’s story begins in South Africa two gen-
erations ago, as his grandparents flee with 
his mother to save her from a life as a child 
soldier.  A few decades later, he was do-

ing the same thing due to tribal conflict. He 
fled here to Canada with his wife.

Following Karuhije’s talk, the musical 
portion of the evening began. The Cities 
band as well as member of VCF participat-
ed in a praise and worship session, with 
the crowd singing along. The night finished 
with dainties and a door prize.

VCF members have many more events 
planned for the coming year, and they wel-
come everyone to attend, whether or not 
you are a person of faith. §

This year, the Brandon University 

Women’s Collective will once again be 
hosting activities to celebrate Women’s 
Week.  

On Monday, January 20th, a potluck 
will be held in the Elephant Room, and will 
also serve as time for women to discuss 
problems they face at BU like racism, sex-
ism, or a lack of cultural recognition.

Wednesday, January 22nd may be the 
most exciting day, as there will once again 
be penis-shaped cookies available to dec-
orate and eat, or lick, or …whatever you 
want.  On a more serious note, from 10:00 
am to 2:00 pm, there will be information 
about reproductive health, childcare, and 
family health available.  There will be other 
information available courtesy of The Town 
Centre’s public health clinic.

Friday, January 24th is sex-positive day, 
which will be full of fun sexy things.  From 
10:00 am to 2:00 pm, the Women’s Col-

lective, SERC, and Smitten will have tables 
out, and there will be a draw for a basket 
to keep you busy over the weekend, which 
you can choose to keep to yourself or 
share.  That evening at 7:00 pm in SUDS, 
some erotic bingo (always popular) will 
take place, and you’ll have the chance to 
win fun prizes, including a really great pe-

nis-shaped toothbrush and nipple tassels.  
Alexandra Daum, Chair of the Women’s 

Collective, says that “each day is meant to 
focus on different issues facing women as 
well as men, and we hope that people take 
advantage of this week to help us improve 
our services on campus”.  §

Women’s Week

Need to

make your

voice heard?
commeNt oN

this story

aNd more

at

theQuill.ca!

BUSU vice president External Jenna 
Clinton gave BUSU council formal notice of 
her resignation at their meeting on Monday, 
January 13th.  

Clinton joins Disability Commissioner 
Nicholas Bass and LGBT Commissioner 
Martin Boulet who have also resigned from 
their positions this month.  

Clinton is in her final year as a psychiat-
ric nursing student.  Her practicum begins 
in February, and she has chosen to do the 
work in Saskatoon.

She says that it has been a great year, 
and that the best part of her job has been 
all the people she’s met: “it’s been fun and 
all the events have been good”.  

When asked if she had any advice for 
those planning to run this next year, Clinton 
said that candidates should “know what 
you’re getting yourself into”.  She says that, 
when she was elected, she was excited to 
promote health, but realized that the job it-

self entails other things.  She says that she 
didn’t have time to both do the job and add 
other things like health promotion to the po-
sition. 

Friday, January 31st will be Clinton’s last 
day in the office, after which it has been de-
cided by council not to fill her position for 
the remainder of her term, but rather to 
spread out her responsibilities among other 
executive members.  According to BUSU By-
law 3300 section 4, “if a vacancy occurs [for 
a vice president] after the by-election, the 
council shall appoint a member to fill that 
vacancy”.  In February 2012, BUSU’s Vice 
President Internal resigned, and was also 
not replaced for the remainder of the year.

Nominations for positions on BUSU 
council open in February, with elections tak-
ing place in March. §  

BUSU Vice President External Resigns
Turnover in BUSU

cArissA tAylor, senior reporter

cArissA tAylor, senior reporter

Time to put on your finest lingerie

Whitney hodgins
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LGBTTQ Commissioner Resigns
Resigned to resigning, Boulet steps down

Earlier this month, Martin Bou-

let resigned from his position as LGBTTQ 
Commissioner. 

A computer science student, Bou-
let attributed his resignation to his cur-
rent course load. “I had to manage my 
workload,” said Boulet. “I was sitting in 
[management] class, and the professor 
was speaking about Henry Fayol’s 14 
management principles, of which Unity 
of Command and Subordination of Per-
sonal Interests caught my attention. … I 
had to protect my ability to function con-
sidering my five-course workload. If I had 
three courses on my plate, that would be 
[a] different issue, but with five courses 
last term, I ended up with 1:00 am study 
nights as the norm.”

Additionally, on January 6th, Boulet 
announced his resignation on the B.U. LG-
BTTQ Facebook page, writing, “My military 
commitments require that I focus entirely 

on my studies.”
Boulet also stated that his involve-

ment in the collective was one in which 
he was “personally emotional[ly] invest-
ed. I should have done more research 
and reconnaissance before boldly yet 
blindly stepping forward into student poli-
tics, only to now face feelings of regret for 
getting people’s hopes up.”

Brandon University Students’ Union 
(BUSU) President Stephanie Bachewich 
and Vice-President Internal Matthew May 
chose to refrain from commenting.

The Brandon University LGBTTQ Col-
lective is an on-campus group striving to 
create a “comfortable atmosphere for 
LGBTTQ students” who attend BU.  Or-
ganizing social opportunities and gather-
ings, the LGBTTQ holds campaigns and 
promotes education on LGBTTQ issues. 
The collective currently operates in their 
office on the second floor of the Knowles-
Douglas Building. §

holly KAlyniuK

Faculty Profile: Dr. T. Patrick Carrabré
Resigned to resigning, Boulet steps down

This week, The Quill talks to School of 

Music faculty member Dr. T. Patrick Car-
rabré, composer and professor extraordi-
naire.  

The Quill: Can you tell me about your 
background before coming to Brandon 
University?
Dr. T. Patrick Carrabré: I’m a composer, 
and one problem with being a young per-
son interested in writing [music] is that 
I hadn’t actually met any [composers]: 
there aren’t a lot in Manitoba.  When I was 
in late high school, I was fortunate to see 
a live composer, because most of them 
are those dead German guys that we al-
ways talk about.  It took me a little while: I 
had been in pop bands and played in high 
school bands and played for the Toronto 
Conservatory, but I got into music school 
at the University of Manitoba into compo-
sition as quickly as I could.  

I then went to the Banff Centre for a 
year after that, and then made some good 
connections there.  I went to Western [Uni-
versity of Western Ontario] and did my 
Master’s degree, and then the City Univer-
sity of New York for my PhD.  But it was 
really some connections that I’d made in 
Banff who led me in that direction.  

When I was done all my coursework 
and comprehensives, the Canadian dollar 
was low, so we weren’t staying there.  So 
my wife and I came back, and I freelanced 
in Winnipeg for quite a while.  I set up my 
own concert series, my own publishing 
company with a bunch of other compos-
ers, kind of a collective.  If you’re good at 

getting grants, they might give you a job 
in giving out grants.  So I went from being 
an executive director of a few small not-
for-profits to working at the Manitoba Arts 
Council, so I was the Music, Dance, and 
Theatre Officer there for several years, 
and it was one of the peer-review juries. 

Francis Chaplin from here came and 
said that BU was looking for a dean and 
that I should apply.  I thought “oh, yeah 
right, I haven’t even been a professor, 
I’ve been out working in the government 
sector”, but he told me to apply.  In the 
end, I ended up coming out here in ’91 or 
’92, [and] got the job as Dean.  I was the 
youngest person in the School of Music in 
terms of faculty, they hadn’t hired anyone 
in over a decade, and I was the Dean.  So 
I did that for three years and then we lost 
our VP rather suddenly so I ended up as 
acting VP for a year and a half, then I did 
five years as VP.  

I was always active writing music, so 
even when I was doing the VP job, I pretty 
much had a piece every year commis-
sioned by the WSO.  Their composer in 
residence left just as I was finishing my 
term, so I went and did that for six years 
while I taught full time, pretty much in 
Winnipeg every other day.  

Near the end of that time, I was asked 
to do a show on CBC, so I did that for two 
years, which was three nights a week, and 
was again in Winnipeg every other day, 
and still teaching full time.  Thank God 
that didn’t last for too long, because it was 
a great experience but also a lot of work.  

For the last four of five years I’ve just 
been doing my teaching and trying to bal-
ance all the things I do.  

TQ: Do you find that you look at 
academia differently than oth-
ers, having worked outside of 
academia?
TPC: I think I realize how lucky I 
am to be in this environment.  I 
think my experience is valuable, 
particularly in a professional 
school, where the students are 
going to have to go out into the 
real world.  I can talk to them 
about it because I worked in it 
for a good chunk of time.  

But I think it’s also valuing 
the whole idea of research for 
its own sake.  I think working 
inside and outside, you really 
have no idea where the great 
ideas that are going to change 
things are going to come from, 
and a lot of times it’s because someone’s 
been sitting in a room by themselves, just 
thinking.  

You don’t always have the time to do 
that when you’re paid by the minute.  So 
for me to try to go and do the soundscape 
for a Manitoba Theatre Centre produc-
tion, and for them to throw half of it out 
because the director changed their mind 
after the first rehearsal, you go ‘wow, that 
was like two months’ work for me and now 
it’s just garbage and I have to start again’, 
and that’s the real world.  I think my own 
creative process works better in this envi-
ronment where I can choose a bit, but I’ve 
really valued working for organizations 
like the symphony or CBC.  They’re a nice 
halfway.  

TQ: Your research is obviously a bit differ-
ent than traditional academic research, 
but can you describe what you do?
TPC: There have been two or three streams 
in my research.  Initially I was very inter-
ested in the academic part, the theory.  I 
gave papers on it, I published on it, but 
that didn’t last long.  I did a PhD in music.  
The difference between a DMA [Doctor of 
Musical Arts] and a PhD is that the PhD is 
more academic.  So for me, I did two dis-
sertations, I did a piano concerto and I did 
a dissertation on an American composer 
and his theory.  

I did that for a while, but composition 
is what I’m most interested in.  That has 
evolved over the years.  In my years with 
the WSO, I did a lot of cross-cultural and 
cross-disciplinary things. I wrote pieces in 
collaboration with — continued on page 7

cArissA tAylor, senior reporter
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If you have seen the show or the 

movie, if you’ve read the book, or even 
if you don’t have a clue what it is about, 
come out to see the musical Les Mis-
érables. Whether you’re a huge fan or you 
haven’t even heard of it before, I guaran-
tee you will enjoy it! With so many different 
aspects combined into one play, including 
(but not limited to) love, sex, crime, and 
death, everyone has a reason to see it. 

I was lucky enough to be invited, by 
our very own editor-in-chief Emily Diehl 
(who plays five characters), to one of the 
rehearsals in order to conduct a few inter-
views with the main characters. I recom-
mend everyone see this musical, not just 
for the intriguing plot but for the amazing 
vocal talents that have been cast. 

The protagonist, Jean Valjean, is 
played by James Comrie, a former student 
of Brandon University. James attended 
BU in the 70s for the pre-veterinarian 
program, and went on to the University of 
Saskatchewan to become a veterinarian. 
In 2002, James joined Mecca Productions 
and began performing in community the-
atre. Since James’ character was in almost 
every scene, I caught up with him during 
one of his rare breaks to ask him some 
questions about the show. James was en-
thusiastic and a pleasure to interview.

 
TQ: Is it difficult to play your character?
James Comrie: It’s rewarding but there 
are challenges. I have to play a variety of 
emotions and it is a 
lot of work.

TQ: What challeng-
es have you faced 
in order to take on 
your character?
JC: My character is 
written for a tenor 
singer and I am a 
baritone. I had to 
work to achieve the 
singing.

TQ: What is your 
opinion on the story 
of Les Misérables?
JC: It is a rich and 
sweeping story that 
is filled with emo-
tion. The music is 
breathtaking. It is a favourite of mine.

TQ: Why do you do community theatre?
JC: It’s challenging. [I also] meet people 
with similar interests, [and] have the 
chance to be on stage.

Another main character is Fantine, 
played by Wanda Nicol on Thursday eve-

ning and Saturday evening, and by Steph-
anie Bessant on Friday evening, Saturday 
matinee and Sunday matinee. Wanda is 
also a BU alumna, and she has been with 
Mecca for about twelve years now. Steph-
anie is currently a Brandon University stu-
dent, completing her final year in Educa-
tion. She also teaches at Mecca and has 
been there for about seven years. 

TQ: Is it difficult to play your character?
Wanda Nicol: I am a mother too, so it helps 
to show that emotion and the desperation 
because her child’s life depends on her.”
Stephanie Bessant: “Yes and no. I am a 
mother so the thought of doing anything 
for my child came through easily.

TQ: What challenges have you faced in or-
der to take on your character?
WN: The physical roles, I have to do some 
fighting scenes; [those] are new to me.
SB: Finding how to portray the hard life 
that she has had, because I have never 
had to do that.

TQ: What is your opinion on the story of 
Les Misérables?
WN: It is a wonderful story of second 
chances and not losing hope. It’s time-
less.
SB: It’s an amazing story that shows the 
hardships of how things really were. The 
story can really hit home to many people.

TQ: Why do you do community theatre?
WN: I’m a classical singer and as an adult 
I turned to musical theatre because it 

allows me to get to another level. It is a 
wonderful community of people that work 
together.
SB: It is my passion. I love singing and 
performing. It’s kind of like an escape of 
reality and I get to share my passion with 
others by being on stage.

John Szabo plays Javert, arguably 
the antagonist of the play.  He is a former 

student of BU, 
where he stud-
ied drama. He 
has been with 
Mecca since 
2007 and is a 
founding mem-
ber of Theatre 
85. In addition 
he has worked 
with Century 
Stage and has 
produced as 
well as direct-
ed other vari-
ous projects.

TQ: Is it dif-
ficult to play 
your charac-
ter?
John Szabo: It 
is a challenge. 
I think every 
time you play 
a part it is dif-
ficult to under-
stand the character.

TQ: What challenges have you faced in or-
der to take on your character?
JS: The physicality of the character is a 
challenge. I had to learn a certain way to 
walk and stand. He is supposed to be very 
rigid and tight.

TQ: What is your opinion on the story of 
Les Misérables?

JS: It is a fan-
tastic and time-
less show. It is 
the Holy Grail of 
shows to perform 
in!

Cosette will 
be played by Em-
ily Campbell on 
Thursday eve-
ning and Sat-
urday evening, 
and Aliah Nelson 
will perform on 
Friday evening, 
Saturday mati-
nee and Sunday 
matinee. Aliah is 
in her third year 

of vocal performance at BU and this is her 
third year at Seven Ages Productions as 
well. Emily went to the Canadian Menno-
nite University for a degree in vocal per-
formance, and this is her second musical 
with Seven Ages. 

TQ: Is it difficult to play your character?
Aliah Nelson: She has a complicated back 
story and the depth of the character is not 

all shown through the music and singing.
Emily Campbell: It is harder to get the 
character’s personality across because 
she has fewer scenes.

TQ: What challenges have you faced in or-
der to take on your character?
AN: I was in crutches for three weeks… 
also, getting the deeper details of the 
character across that people might not 
understand if they have not read the 
book.
EC: I am very much like her so it hasn’t 
been very difficult. Dancing in heels has 
been a challenge, and also trying to ex-
press her through the music.

TQ: What is your opinion on the story of 
Les Misérables?
AN: It’s awesome! It offers love, sex, death, 
politics, crime, drama. It’s dramatic but 
funny.
EC: It’s a great story with a lot of histori-
cal context. The storyline is full of redemp-
tion.

TQ: Why do you do community theatre?
AN: I fell in love with musical theatre and it 
is a possible career choice for me.
EC: It is so much fun! I have loved being on 
stage and performing since high school. It 
is great to meet new people.

Les Misérables, put on by Mecca Pro-
ductions and Seven Ages Productions, will 
open on Thursday, January 23rd at 7:30 
pm. Additional shows include: January 
24th at 7:30 pm, January 25th at 2:00 pm 
and 8:00 pm, and on January 26th at 3:00 
pm. Come and see the Holy Grail show”for 
yourself: you won’t be disappointed! §

Les Misérables: Exclusive Behind the Scenes Before Opening Night 
Complex Parisian story of heartbreak and revolution at the Westman this week

John Szabo and James Comrie confront one another.  Photo credit Tammy Wenham.

James Comrie comforts Wanda Nicol.  Photo credit Tammy Wenham.

shelby steele



The Brandon University Physical 

Education Club (BUPEC) was organized 
seven years ago by students interested 
in physical activity and physical educa-
tion.  Headed today by president Michelle 
Worms, it now boasts nearly three dozen 
active members.  Michelle has personally 
been with the club for almost two years 
now.  Membership to the club is open to 
any student of the University, though most 
of the members are currently physical ed-
ucation students.

BUPEC was very busy last fall.  They 
hosted many social events, namely foot-
ball games, card games, potlucks and 
bowling nights.  One of their most recent 
successes was during the Halloween Food 
Drive, where they collected around 750 
pounds of nonperishable goods.  It was 
one of the biggest hauls in the drive, and 
was a huge fundraising boost for BUPEC.  
Another social event they held was the Ap-
plebee’s breakfast fundraiser, also a huge 
success.  The funds they raised helped fi-
nance both their various student socials 
and, more importantly, the scholarships 
they provide for Physical Education stu-
dents, which enable them to attend lead-
ership camps and conferences. These 

conferences usually cost around a thou-
sand dollars for each participant.  

Last September, for example, the club 
saw five members attend the Physical and 
Health Education Canada (PHE) student 
leadership camp at Cedar Ridge Camp in 
Bancroft, Ontario. According to the PHE 
website, the “conference provides [par-
ticipants] with a valuable opportunity to 
learn and network with the most influen-
tial mentors and peers in the physical and 
health education field.”  These leader-
ship camps are geared towards preparing 
physical education students who want to 
go into faculty.  Another leadership camp 
is in the offing come fall.

That particular camp was a life-chang-
ing event for the five people who attended 
it: their experiences have driven them to 
create a new club on campus, the Physi-
cal Education Activity Leaders or PEDAL.  
It has Jon Filewich at the helm.  

One other activity that the club is very 
much into is the famed Bobcat prize patrol 
which is held during every Bobcat home 
game at the Healthy Living Centre.

One of the benefits of being a mem-
ber of the club is that it is a very good re-
sume builder.  One may attend coaching 
clinics and workshops and be instantly 
connected with other professionals in the 

field.  The socials they do also provide a 
chance for members to meet other people 
within the academic community.

Michelle Worms’ executive team 
consists of Danny Grant as vice presi-
dent, Tiffany Petrowski as secretary and 
Chad Moyer in public relations.  Her team 
plans to do “gym blasts” this winter term 
which will send their members to public 
schools: a great privilege for participants 
to practice teaching.  Other plans include 
another Applebee’s fundraiser, a “Pickle 

ball” tournament, a hockey game, a laser 
tag event, a number of coaching clinics, 
professional development workshops and 
more Bobcat Prize patrols.

The club has Mr. Daryle McCannell, 
B.Sc., M.Sc. as faculty advisor.  He is the 
current chair of the department of physi-
cal education of the University. The club 
meets twice a month.  Interested parties 
may reach Michelle at wormsma38@
brandonu.ca.  It sure is the right time to 
get physical. §
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BU’s Physical Education Club
Join in the fun with one of the biggest clubs on campus

Taken during the food drive at Halloween.  Photo credit Michelle Worms.

If archery isn’t your thing, another 

of the intramurals offered by campus 
recreation is the near-daily table ten-
nis group. Fair warning: do not call this 
sport Ping Pong. It is important to make 

the distinction between the two names. 
Someone who plays ping-pong probably 
plays in their parents’ basement, whereas 
someone who plays table tennis is a pro-
fessional. This goes for everywhere in the 
world, with the exception of China, where 
both names are used. 

Last Thursday afternoon, my intrepid 

photographer Krista and I set forth to do 
battle with the forces of Pong. We were 
met by screaming crowds of fans, as well 
as the competition, consisting of 47 teams 
from the member nations of The Interna-
tional Table Tennis Conclave. Our handlers 
dabbed sweat from our faces and charged 
our electric paddles. It was time to begin.

We entered 
the stadium to fire-
works, riding bull 
elephants…

Okay, not really. 
But, I did manage 
to not put any holes 
in anything.

We were met 
by Megan, the 
same coordinator 
who taught the two 
of us archery last 
week. She led us up 
to the Mezzanine in 
the Healthy Living 
Centre where the 
magic happens. 

We were the 
only people there, 
which was odd., as 
last year, many stu-
dents complained 
that there were not 
enough days for 

table tennis. This was the first meet of the 
season, though, so perhaps that is why 
there was so few in attendance. 

Usually, you can count on a few of the 
professors to show up. Both Dr. Li from the 
Computer Science department and Dr. Li 
from the Geology department are regu-
lars. John Chen, the lab assistant for most 
comp. sci. and math courses, often shows 
up as well. So, if you are a math, comp. 
sci., or geology student, table tennis could 
be your chance to make nice with your 
professors. 

Table tennis also usually has a few 
students filling out the rest of the roster. 
It is, after all a sport where if you do not 
want to sweat, you do not have to. Or, if 
you take it very seriously, prepare to die in 
the arena because you will work for that 
win. 

The schedule for table tennis will be 
consistent all the way until April. If you 
have any questions, you can contact Cam-
pus Recreation. §

Schedule:
Sunday 7:00 – 10:00 pm
Tuesday 5:00 – 7:00 pm
Thursdays 3:00 – 5:00 pm
Fridays 7:00 – 10:00 pm 
Saturdays 3:00 – 5:00 pm

Table Tennis vs. Ping Pong
Way more fun than you thought it could be

A Game of Pong.  Photo credit Krista Mills.

all shown through the music and singing.
Emily Campbell: It is harder to get the 
character’s personality across because 
she has fewer scenes.

TQ: What challenges have you faced in or-
der to take on your character?
AN: I was in crutches for three weeks… 
also, getting the deeper details of the 
character across that people might not 
understand if they have not read the 
book.
EC: I am very much like her so it hasn’t 
been very difficult. Dancing in heels has 
been a challenge, and also trying to ex-
press her through the music.

TQ: What is your opinion on the story of 
Les Misérables?
AN: It’s awesome! It offers love, sex, death, 
politics, crime, drama. It’s dramatic but 
funny.
EC: It’s a great story with a lot of histori-
cal context. The storyline is full of redemp-
tion.

TQ: Why do you do community theatre?
AN: I fell in love with musical theatre and it 
is a possible career choice for me.
EC: It is so much fun! I have loved being on 
stage and performing since high school. It 
is great to meet new people.

Les Misérables, put on by Mecca Pro-
ductions and Seven Ages Productions, will 
open on Thursday, January 23rd at 7:30 
pm. Additional shows include: January 
24th at 7:30 pm, January 25th at 2:00 pm 
and 8:00 pm, and on January 26th at 3:00 
pm. Come and see the Holy Grail show”for 
yourself: you won’t be disappointed! §

rolAnd liWAnAg

Alex MurrAy, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

James Comrie comforts Wanda Nicol.  Photo credit Tammy Wenham.
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When you think of contemporary 

music, you probably think of something 
you consider weird. You may think of spo-
radic bursts of sound, unpleasant dis-
sonances, or even sounds you would’ve 
never considered musical. 

Well, forget all that, because William 
Carn’s new project Run Stop Run is some-
thing completely different. A unique blend 
of the smooth sounds of the 50s and 60s 
with the driving rhythms and fresh har-
monies of the present, Run Stop Run has 
been hailed as “at once fresh, challeng-
ing and assuring.” Ahead of the group’s 
January 22nd show in Brandon, I had the 
chance to ask William a few questions 
about the group and his experience as a 
musician. 

The Quill: How would you describe Run 
Stop Run to someone who hasn’t really 
listened to jazz before?

William Carn: Run Stop Run is a modern 
jazz group that comes out of tradition but 
is strongly influenced by current musical 
sounds and styles. 

TQ: What is your and the rest of the en-
semble’s goal with Run Stop Run? 
WC: I believe that all of the members of 
Run Stop Run are committed to growing 
as individual musicians and as a group. 
The new music that we will be playing on 
this tour already reflects growth in terms 
of the compositions. I can say that the 
scale of some of the new songs is larger. 

TQ: What was your most enjoyable and/
or craziest performance or moment in 
music?
WC: The last time we toured was in Jan-
uary of 2012. We had quite a few good 
shows then. I remember a funny moment 
that at the time wasn’t so funny. We were 
playing in a club in Calgary and the crowd 
was so loud that I gave up trying to talk to 
the crowd in the middle of saying some-

thing. I remember getting more and more 
frustrated as I was speaking so I just said 
“Goodnight” in mid-sentence. The guys 
in the band cracked up and we just went 
back to playing. I think it was in the middle 
of a set so we didn’t actually leave. 

TQ: Who are some of your biggest influ-
ences and inspirations, both musically 
and as a person?
WC: I often think of the teachers I’ve had 
along the way as the biggest inspirations. 
Jane Cutler was my high school music 
teacher who really got the whole ‘music 
thing’ rolling for me. I’ve had some won-
derful trombone teachers as well. Gordon 
Sweeney (former principal trombonist 
with the TSO) and Jerry Johnson (Boss 
Brass) were huge influences as well.  Mu-
sical influences are too many to mention. 
Some biggies were Bill Evans, Tom Har-
rell, Kenny Wheeler, Brad Melhdau and 
Dave Binney. 

TQ: What is your favourite thing about 

playing jazz?
WC: The level of communication with the 
other musicians you share the stage with 
can be spine-tingling. 

TQ: Any pre-performance rituals?
WC: Don’t eat too much!  Absolutely no 
Indian food. It’s delicious but way too 
bloating. 

TQ: Just for fun: If there was one food you 
could have whenever you wanted for the 
rest of your life, what would it be?
WC: Noodles with beef tendon. This is 
a pure comfort food for me. Sorry if it 
sounds gross. So good!

William Carn and Run Stop Run will be 
performing at The Music Studio on Ross-
er at 12th Street on the 22nd, at 7:30 pm I 
encourage you all to come out, especially 
if you haven’t been to a jazz show before, 
as Carn’s music is refreshingly acces-
sible. See you there! §

Canadian Trombonist Run Stop Running to Brandon
Broaden your mind, take a walk on the contemporary side

Are we more than our physical 

selves? What is true love? Can love exist 
between people and something that isn’t 
quite human? Is that morally right? Is the 
creation of artificial intelligence itself even 
morally right?

Her, the new film from Spike Jonze, 
addresses these questions along with nu-
merous other philosophical queries. While 
the concept of Her can seem somewhat 
absurd if explained in brief, Her is much 
more than “man falls in love with his OS”. 
The premise is executed in a way that 
feels very genuine and realistic.

Theodore Twomby is a lonely, re-
served man, who has become introverted 
due to a divorce from the woman he loves. 
He spends his days working at Beautiful-
HandWrittenLetters.com penning intimate 
letters for other people while his nights 
are spent alone, playing video games and 

pondering how his life could have been.
Theodore and most of the people 

around him navigate their lives fully en-
grossed in their smart phones, openly 
talking to their operating systems and 
seemingly to themselves, in order to ac-
complish tasks or contact others. It’s an 
image that isn’t too far off from what can 
be seen on almost any busy street today. 
It is a subtle commentary on modern cul-
ture, painting a slightly apocalyptic look at 
society in the future. 

Deciding that he needs a burst of ex-
citement, Theodore decides to purchase 
OS1, the world’s first operating system 
governed by an artificial intelligence. Im-
mediately taken aback by how charming, 
intelligent, and realistic his new OS, Sa-
mantha, is, Theodore begins to confide 
in her as he would any other good friend. 
Eventually his feelings become much 
more and to his surprise they are recipro-
cated by Samantha. 

Perhaps the film’s greatest accom-

plishment is that while the subject matter 
can venture into areas that are decidedly 
uncomfortable and unfamiliar to the audi-
ence, the film always makes the relation-
ship between Theodore and Samantha 
seem entirely plausible.  The two connect 
on a very real level. 

Samantha is an entirely indepen-
dent and sentient A.I.  Voiced to perfec-
tion by Scarlett Johansson, she has a fully 
fleshed-out personality that includes feel-
ings, quirks, affectations, insecurities and 
interests of her own. Even the audience is 
hard-pressed to remember that she is not 
a fully embodied character in the film. 

Joaquin Phoenix’s performance as 
Theodore is masterful. He somehow man-
ages to subtly, yet fully, command the 
screen while portraying such an incredibly 
understated and nuanced character. The 
audience can really feel his loneliness, his 
sorrow, and his elation despite the focus 
being mainly on his facial expression and 
his conversations with his artificial-intelli-

gence girlfriend. 
The film certainly spans a wide range 

of emotions with things occasionally going 
awry just like any other relationship. Theo-
dore encounters much trepidation at the 
notion of dating an AI, and Samantha’s 
hyper-fast, ever-evolving nature causes a 
number of issues as well. 

Her is a profound examination of the 
psyche of the lonely and broken-hearted. 
It examines relationships, love, and the 
human condition on philosophical, ethi-
cal, and moral levels. The scope is stag-
gering, yet delicate, exploring a pivotal 
moment in human history by detailing the 
intimate relationship between one man 
and his OS. Spanning a number of genres 
including science fiction and romance, 
while falling somewhere in between, Her 
is a fantastic film that will make you truly 
think – a feeling that is all too rare when 
leaving the movie theatre. §

Film Review: Her
Such movie. So Joaquin. Wow

Mitchell vAn ineveld

richArd Wong

TPC: First Nations drum singers, with Inuit 
throat singers, with African drummers and 
a Pakistani harmonium singer, alongside 
straight-up normal symphonic.  

For the last few years, I’ve been much 
more interested in what’s called post-clas-
sical music: the idea that there are no lon-
ger any pure classical traditions, but they 
have all been affected and influenced by 
other traditions, and part of our job is to 
try to figure out how.  We have to find what 
represents us in these different styles and 
bring that to your voice as a creator.  I’ve 

been interested in blending processed 
sounds with live sounds.  For me, it plays 
more to the indie-rock-pop-classical-weir-
do world which is where I feel like my cur-
rent interests are.  

TQ: BU has one of the top music schools 
in the country.  Why do you think that is?
TPC: I would say two things.  One, good 
leadership from the beginning, like Lorne 
Watson.  A good balance of people was 
put together from the start, and we keep 
replicating that in different ways.  I think 

we have a lot of young faculty who have a 
mix of skills and interests.  

The other thing is I think we’re far 
enough away from anyplace else that we 
have the isolation to indulge ourselves a 
little bit.  It also means that if you want to 
write a piece for someone, you’d better be 
on good terms with them.  I find that about 
the prairies in general.  My colleagues in 
Winnipeg and I get along so much better 
than the guys in Toronto because they can 
afford to have cliques there and we can’t.  
It creates a nice open environment where 

many aesthetics are celebrated and it’s 
not so narrow.  In a big place, you can 
just hide and do your own thing and be as 
weird as you want.  Here, there’s a little 
more bumping up against different aes-
thetics and challenging ourselves.  §

Want us to interview a particular fac-
ulty member?  Leave us a comment on 
this article at TheQuill.ca and we’ll get in 
touch with them!

Profile: Dr. T. Patrick Carrabré
Continued from third page



Ask Miss Q 
Q:

Dear Miss Q,

What should I focus on at university?

Sincerely,
Making Tough Choices

A:

Dear Making Tough Choices,

The answer to this question has every-
thing to do with your priorities.  Why are 
you here?  If you are here for an in-depth 
education in a specific subject, with the 
eventual end-goal of a career in that field, 
then focus as much as you can on learn-
ing from your classes and your professors.

Alternatively, you could be here to net-
work with professionals in your field, or to 
get career experience. If that’s the case, 
make lots of friends and do you best in 
class in order to impress the people who 
might give you references!

Your focus at university depends on what 
you want to get out of it. Decide what your 
goals are, and look for ways to achieve 
those. Where there’s a will, there’s a way!

Good luck!
Miss Q

Do you have a question for Miss Q? Email 
it to us at missq@thequill.ca.
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Quill Classifieds  Need a new desk? Of course you do!
Pick up a gently-used desk from The Quill offices 
for only $20 each!  You move them, though.  
We might help if you smile. 

We want you!
If you like to write, take pictures, or draw things, 
you should work for The Quill!  Email us at eic@thequill.ca!

 
Do you have something to sell? Are you a student?

Then The Quill has a solution for you!
Classified ads are free for students up to 30 words!  (Textbook ads can be longer.)


