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Mp stephen woodworth spoke 
at the BU Campus on Monday, January 
20th in the Louis Riel room in McMaster 
Hall,

giving a presentation titled “Denial of Hu-
man Equality: The Greatest Threat to De-
mocracy in Canada Today”.  

Mr. Woodworth started his presen-
tation by discussing the United Nations 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

In the preamble of 
the UN Declaration 
of Human Rights 
it says, “Whereas 
recognition of the 
inherent dignity 
and of the equal 
and inalienable 
rights of all mem-
bers of the human 
family is the foun-
dation of freedom, 
justice and peace 

in the world.”  

This means that no government may 
take away your rights and self-worth, and 
therefore, every human being has equal 
worth and dignity.

He then brought up his Motion 312, 
which follows from the Criminal Code of 
Canada’s Section 223(1).  This section 
succinctly states the definition of a “hu-
man being”, reading, “A child becomes a 
human being within the meaning of this 
Act when it has completely proceeded, in 
a living state, from the body of its mother, 
whether or not (a) it has breathed; (b) it 
has an independent circulation; or (c) the 
navel string is severed.” 

Woodworth believes that this defini-
tion falsely condemns a fetus for not be-
ing a human being. He chose to illustrate 
this by quoting Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
saying, “An injustice anywhere is a threat 

to justice everywhere.”  Motion 312 has 
been accused of being anti-abortion.  Ac-
cording to Woodworth, the motion is not 
concerned with abortion, but with redefin-
ing a “human being” according to Section 
223(1) of the Criminal Code. Mr. Wood-
worth, in response to criticisms of Mo-
tion 312, put forward Motion 476, which 
he intends to be interpreted in a simpler 
manner, recognizing the equal worth and 
dignity of every human being. 

After the conclusion of Woodworth’s 
presentation, refreshments were served 
and a question-and-answer period trans-
pired. Many tough questions were asked 
and some were unfortunately left unan-
swered. Woodworth’s final message to 
students was, “become politically en-
gaged and be thankful that we have a 
democracy.”   §

Conservative MP raises controversial issues

MP Stephen Woodworth speaking in the Louis Riel Room.  Photo credit Holly Kalyniuk.

University officials are tight-

lipped about why a Brandon University 
English professor has been placed on ad-
ministrative leave after attending a con-
ference in Regina with several students.

John Blaikie was pulled from teach-
ing on Monday, January 20th, according to 
a source within the Faculty of Arts. That 
left students in several courses, including 
20th Century Literature, Science Fiction 
and Shakespeare, confused and without 
a teacher last week, apparently because 
no official notice was given of the disrup-
tion or the cause for it.

The Quill contacted Dr. Gervan Fearon, 
Vice President (Academic and Provost) for 
comment on the matter, asking if he could 
confirm the reasons behind Blaikie’s ad-
ministrative leave, why there has been no 
official communication to students from 
Brandon University, and when all class-
es would have replacement professors. 
Fearon responded via email, saying,  “I 
would like to assure students that classes 
will continue to be offered. I cannot com-

ment on any of 
the other mat-
ters.”

Blaikie and 
three students 
attended a con-
ference at the 
University of Re-
gina on January 
18th. Students 
say that during 
the trip back to 
Brandon, the 
RCMP stopped 
the car in which 
they were trav-
eling on the 
TransCanada 
Highway be-
tween Virden 
and Brandon. 
Blaikie was the 
driver and, ac-
cording to the 
students, was taken away by RCMP 
and the car impounded.

A message requesting comment left 

at University 
President Dr. 
Deborah Poff’s 
office received 
no response. Dr. 
Bruce Strang, 
Dean of Arts; 
Professor John 
Blaikie; and 
Brandon Uni-
versity Faculty 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
president Todd 
Fugleberg could 
not be reached 
for comment. 
The RCMP did 
not provide 
information 
when con-
tacted by 
The Quill.

Blaikie 
has been a 

polarizing figure on campus for more 
than a quarter of a century, demon-
strated in one way by the variety of 

grades given to his classroom abilities by 
students on the sometimes controversial 
website http://www.ratemyprofessors.
com/. In the anonymously submitted com-
ments, many refer to him as a “great guy” 
and a “really cool professor.” There are, 
however, accusations such as “sobriety 
should be mandatory for university pro-
fessors. It is insulting and disrespectful 
to the students to lecture under the influ-
ence.” Another comment reads, “I’m sure 
he’ll mention his arrests.”

At this time, there is no official word 
on how long Blaikie will remain on leave 
or what will happen to assignments and 
exams in his classes. §

Students wait for new teachers as Professor Blaikie is put on administrative leave

Professor Blaikie
Alex MurrAy, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

Where’s our Professor?  Photo credit Carissa Taylor.

Professor Blaikie’s office.  Photo credit Matt Berry.

Whitney hodgins

MP Stephen Woodworth visits BU
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The Quill@quillbu

Q: I am interested in using a female 

condom.  I have heard it may give me more 
protection against STIs.   I don’t know much 
about how effective they are in preventing 
pregnancy and how available they are.  Can 
you give me some information?

A: A female condom, also known as an 
internal condom, is a polyurethane (latex 
free) pouch that   looks like a large male 
condom with a flexible ring at each end.  
The smaller ring fits inside the vagina and 
keeps the end of the condom against the 
cervix while the outer ring hangs outside 
the vagina and covers the vulva.   

It is a barrier method of birth control 
and stops the sperm from getting into the 
woman’s cervix.  It will prevent pregnancy 
79-95% of the time, depending on whether 
you use it correctly, so using dual protec-
tion such as the pill, patch, or IUD is a good 
idea, especially when you first start using a 
female condom.   

Female condoms offer protection 
against sexually transmitted infections in-
cluding HIV, and they offer more protection 

from genital warts and herpes because 
they cover more of the external genitalia.   
Another upside is that a female condom 
can be put in up to 8 hours before sex, and 
can be used for anal sex as well.   

A couple important things to remember 
are that more lubrication inside the con-
dom is often required to keep intercourse 
friction-free, and you or your partner should 
guide the penis into the entrance to prevent 
it from sliding down the side of the condom 
into the vagina.  Using a male condom at 
the same time is not recommended, since 
the friction of the two condoms against 
each other may damage them. It is always 
a good idea to practice inserting the female 
condom before using it as protection.

You can buy female condoms at phar-
macies, but they are much more expensive 
than male condoms.  Because of this cost, 
it is probably a good idea to first get a fe-
male condom free from your local commu-
nity clinic, the SERC office, or your public 
health nurse, so that you can test it out and 
see if it is a contraceptive method you feel 
comfortable using.  §

Information provided by the Sexuality 
Education Resource Centre.  Do you have 

questions about sexuality?  Send them to 
thefactsoflife@serc.mb.ca 

The information provided in this article 
is not intended as medical advice.  Should 
you have any questions, please contact 
your health care provider. 

SERC: The Female Condom
Female condoms?  What?

AMAndA VAn Weert, serc

Should people who are no longer 

members of the constituency they repre-
sent stay in their positions on BUSU?  This 
question was asked of Cameron Flamand, 
BUSU’s residence commissioner at the 
council meeting on January 13th, following 
a complaint made by a student.  Flamand 
moved out of residence before January, 
but continues to represent students in resi-
dence.

According to BUSU’s bylaws, the only ne-
cessity for representation is that you must 
be a member of the constituency group and 
a member of BUSU at the time of elections, 
which happen in March.  Conceivably, a 

situation could then arise where a student 
could run as residence commissioner and 
not live in residence for their entire term.

A similar problem exists for BUSU’s ex-
ecutive members.  The full-time paid posi-
tions are not restricted to students.  BUSU’s 
current president, Stephanie Bachewich, 
graduated in 2013.  She has not taken any 
classes so far during her term as presi-
dent.  Many students are under the false 
pretense that their executive members are 
students, but for the last three years, there 
has been at least one member who has al-
ready graduated.

Can representatives who are unaffected 
by the decisions they make represent their 
members effectively?  If they are not mem-

bers of the union, should they have a voice?  
According to BUSU’s bylaws, only members 
of the union may speak at general meet-
ings.  Members of the union are defined 
as students who pay membership fees to 
BUSU, which encompasses all students ex-
cept for those in the English for Academic 
Purposes (EAP) program.  According to their 
bylaws, the BUSU president does not cur-
rently have speaking rights at BUSU’s own 
general meetings. 

As students enter another period of 
election campaigning, these realities 
should be kept in mind: they will still exist, 
unless changed at the next AGM on Janu-
ary 28th.  Our fees pay for their work for the 
year, so get involved. §

Representation
The people who speak on your behalf might not be students

cArissA tAylor, senior reporter

Questions?
Comments?
Find this

artiCle

and more

at 
theQuill.Ca!

Brandon university is hosting its 

second annual Mental Health Awareness 
Week to raise support and consciousness 
of mental health on campus. 

Mental Health Awareness Week will 
take place from Monday, January 27th to 
Friday, January 31st, to coincide with Bell 
“Let’s Talk” Day, although Bell Canada is 
neither sponsoring nor directly involved in 
the events taking place. 

On Monday, Healthy Campus will be 
set up in the mingling area with a quiz to 
assess the stress levels, with a draw for a 

prize that those that have completed the 
quiz can enter. Healthy Campus will also 
be providing resources to improve mental 
awareness in times of stress. 

Representatives of Community Mental 
Health will be in the mingling area on Tues-
day and will have information on all of the 
mental health services in Brandon. 

On Wednesday, there will be a large 
poster in the mingling area for people to 
write positive attributes about their bodies 
in order to promote having a healthy body 
image. 

A representative from the Addictions 
Foundation of Manitoba will be in the min-

gling area on Thursday to promote the vari-
ous services that AFM offers. Varsity Chris-
tian Fellowship will also be having some 
activities taking place in the mingling area 
to advocate the various activities that can 
take place without alcohol. 

On Friday, the Fine Arts club will have 
an “angry arts” activity and the Psych Club 
will be doing “Stand Up to Stigma” to raise 
support and empowerment, and to promote  
coping strategies.  There will be a white 
board bristle board available to communi-
cate why personal wellness and supporting 
the wellness of others is important. §

Mental Health Awareness Week
Looking at mental health here at BU

KAtie driedger, senior reporter



From january 23rd to 26th, Mecca 

Productions and Seven Ages Productions 
put on an outstanding performance of Les 
Misérables at the Western Manitoba Cen-
tennial Auditorium. The auditorium was 
packed on opening night, and the three 
and a half hour show was well worth the 
low cost of admission.

As soon as the lights went down and 
the curtain came up, the song and dance 
began. The whole show is sung – there is 
very little dialogue – yet the story came 
across clearly. Each cast member sang re-

markably well, but the talent did not stop 
there, as the acting and dancing was also 
incredible to watch. Of course you could 
not have the musical without the music. 
The orchestra played non-stop, and did an 
excellent job.

Les Mis is a story of love, crime, 
death, sex, war and even some laughs 
– it has it all! The story, set in the early 
19th century, centers on Jean Valjean, a 
convict who is released from jail. Javert, 
the inspector, spends his life trying to 
capture Jean Valjean after he breaks his 
parole. Valjean becomes a factory owner 
and mayor while hiding from Javert, and 

meets Fantine, who has a daughter (Co-
sette) whom she has kept a secret. Alas, 
the secret is discovered, Fantine is fired, 
and in the end she gives Valjean custody 
of Cosette. This drama twines itself into a 
story of revolution against the excesses of 
the bourgeoisie, led by Enjolras and his 
student friends, including Marius – who 

falls in love with Cosette.  
If you didn’t get the opportunity to 

see this incredible performance, pick up 
the movie or read the book. It is an amaz-
ing story with aspects that appeal to ev-
eryone. §
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questions about sexuality?  Send them to 
thefactsoflife@serc.mb.ca 

The information provided in this article 
is not intended as medical advice.  Should 
you have any questions, please contact 
your health care provider. 

Do you fancy of a nice spot of tea? En-

joy a steaming platter of bratwurst? Do you 
have dancing shoes that thrive with some 
traditional Irish or Ukrainian grooves? Or 
do you love to explore exotic cultures with-
out leaving the safety of Brandon? If you 
answered yes to any of those questions, 
Brandon’s 2014 Lieutenant Governor’s 
Winter Festival is where you need to be!

From January 30th to February 1st, join 
the city of Brandon in its celebration of lo-
cal cultural diversity. Beginning with an 
opening ceremony at the German Pavilion, 
explore and experience the food, dance, 
dress, and culture of different ethnic pa-
vilions scattered throughout the city. With 
free admission to all pavilions, as well as 
complimentary transit service, Winter Fes-
tival fun is available to everyone!

After ten years, the German Pavilion 
will once again be hosting the festival’s 
opening ceremonies. On Thursday, Janu-

ary 30th at 6:00 pm, the evening will be-
gin with an introduction from all Ambas-
sadors participating in a pavilion, as well 
as greetings from dignitaries and other 
guests. Following the evening’s formal 
program, the Honorable Philip S. Lee, 
C.M., O.M., Lieutenant Governor of Mani-
toba, will officially open the German Pavil-
ion by “Tapping the Keg”. The rest of the 
evening is dedicated to entertainment by 
the Alpine Express Showband and the 
Regina Edelweiss Dancers.  Doors for the 
event open at 5:30.

As always, Brandon Transit is provid-
ing free shuttle service along selected 
bus routes to pavilion-goers to ensure 
safe travels across the city. This not only 
provides participants with easy, car-free 
access to all pavilion destinations, but 
also the chance to experience each cul-
ture to the fullest—including exotic alco-
holic beverages. — continued on page 4

Winterfest!
Get out there and get cultured!

holly KAlyniuK

Review: Les Mis
Looking beyond the barricade

shelby steele

Bu students and staff, as well as 

Brandon community members came to-
gether on Friday, January 24th in the BU 
Library Gathering Area to witness part two 
of the North End Love Songs Red Carpet 
Celebration.  The event kicked off with free 
refreshments and an introduction by Dale 
Lakevold.  Lakevold then invited Darrell 
Racine and the ‘Madonnas’, a quartet of 
women, to speak a piece out of Racine’s 
most recent play, Crow’s Nest.

Crow’s Nest is a play about a girl 
named Tara who, after her father’s recent 
death, embarks on a quest to fulfill his leg-
acy of stopping developers from destroy-
ing their land.  Along the way she comes 
across the Madonnas, a female gang, who 
after a couple tough encounters befriend 
her and help her on her journey.  Crow’s 
Nest isn’t solely about Tara’s journey: on 
a deeper level, it makes a statement of 
Aboriginal identity and the difficulties Ab-
original youth face today, linking ancient 
land with cultural identity. 

After Racine’s excellent staged read-
ing, Lakevold introduced Joanne Arnott, a 
Métis writer and arts activist, to come up 
and do a poetry reading.  Her newest book 

of poetry, A Night for the Lady, was so 
named in reference to the Arabian Nights. 
She stated in interview with The Quill that 
her work’s theme was people’s individual 
experiences having a mythic resonance.  
A Night for the Lady was inspired by her 
day-to-day experiences and the struggles 
she witnessed in people’s lives around 
her.  About her future endeavours, she 
stated that, “[she] will never stop writing 
books of poetry.”  Arnott hopes that her 
readers will ultimately pick up a sense of 
affirmation and hope when they read it 
without losing awareness of reality.  In the 
end, Arnott left those who are pursuing a 
career in creative writing and literature 
to, “hang in there, and to continue what 
you love to do.  Don’t be afraid to involve 
others in the process to listen to you or 
give you feedback or share their experi-
ences.”  

There was also a masterclass in Cre-
ative Writing in room 104 of Clark Hall that 
afternoon with refreshments included as 
well.  Later that day was also the Bran-
don Works in Progress Cabaret, featur-
ing local and guest performances in the 
literary, musical, multimedia and visual 
performance arts.  Racine and Arnott did 
another stage reading at that time. §

North End Love Songs Red Carpet
A celebration of First Nations and Métis writing

Whitney hodgins

During my time at bu, I have heard 

many students complain about how they 
learn everything but what is actually use-
ful in the real world.  I haven’t had too 
many major problems, but I would like to 
discuss with you something that has been 
an incredibly stressful experience.... ap-
plying to grad schools.

Now, to be fair, I wasn’t entirely sure 
that I wanted to, or would, go to grad 
school.  I made the decision in October 
and compiled a list of possible schools.  
Most programs have a $100 application 
fee, which forced me to narrow down the 
list substantially to only four schools.  

Between the application process, writ-
ing letters of intent, and everything else 
that goes with applying to grad schools, 
it makes me wish that Brandon Univer-

sity had sessions on applying to graduate 
programs.  For my programs, the deadline 
is February 1st for September entry.  I am 
told that for other programs, the dead-
lines are much earlier.  That means that 
you have to have a clear goal much ear-
lier than I did.  

If you’re thinking about grad school, 
start making connections that you can 
use as references later.  Always have 
an up-to-date resume, as that will save 
you time in the long run.  I ignored tools 
like rankings in favour of programs that 
sounded interesting in small to mid-sized 
schools. Reach out to people you know at 
BU.  Many of them will know people who 
teach or attended universities that you 
are looking into.  Most of all, stay very 
organized, as keeping track of login infor-
mation, deadlines, and materials needed 
for multiple universities is a struggle. §

Grad school?
We have some advice for you

cArissA tAylor, senior reporter
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Winterfest Pavilions
“When it was held for the first time back 
in 2004, the Lt. Gov. Winter Festival was 
promoted as a way for the community to 
break up the monotony of a cold Winter 
season and celebrate the different cul-
tures that helped make Brandon and the 
Western Manitoba experience such a rich 
one,” said past Festival Chair and City of 
Brandon Community Development Man-
ager Esther Bryan. “Ten festivals later, that 
hasn’t changed, but we have seen it grow 
to be so much more than that. Now, it is 
truly a way for Brandon’s new and expand-
ing cultural groups to say ‘Hello’ to their 
community and to have that community 
say ‘Hello’ right back!” 

The nationalities represented at pa-
vilio ns (http://www.brandonwinterfes-
tival.ca/plan/pavilions) this year are as 
follows:

Brazil 
Ukrainian International Home
1133 Stickney Avenue

Colombian 
Central United Church
327 8th Street

English 
A.N.A.F. Hall
31 14th Streets

German 
Victoria Inn, Salon A&B
3550 Victoria Avenue

Global Village 
St. Matthew’s Cathedral
403 13th Street

Honduran 
Trinity United Church 
1515-6th Street

Irish
Royal Oak Inn
3130 Victoria Avenue

Scottish
Victoria Inn Imperial Ball Room
3550 Victoria Avenue

Ukrainian
Ukrainian Reading Association Hall
1005 Assiniboine Avenue

Although the locations are set, the 
pavilion hours (http://www.brandonwin-
terfestival.ca/plan/hours) are subject to 
change, and for stress-free navigation 
from event to event, guide books (http://
www.brandonwinterfestival.ca/plan/
guide-books) are available at select loca-
tions. This year, the Global Village features 
displays from Peru and the Philippines. 
The First Nations Pavilion has been can-
celed for 2014.

Miss out on the festivities last year? 

Don’t let this year’s festivities pass you 
by! Follow “Lieutenant Governors Winter 
Festival – Brandon” on Facebook or head 
to their website for information regarding 
pavilion events, volunteer opportunities, 
and bus routes and schedules. Hope to 
see you there! §

Continued from third page

Since before time began, way back 
when this school was still in its infancy, 
students have been breaking the rules by 
scoring walls and doors with slanderous 
art. These artistic rebels are not limited to 
just our time. 
If you look 
closely in the 
right places, 
you can find 
names from 
as early as the 1920s. An anthropologist 
or anthro student could no doubt start a 
socio-cultural study comparing the carved 
words from back then to the scrawlings 
now. 

It is sad to note that this modern day 

graffiti now seems to be limited to 
the doors of bathroom stalls and 
the sides of cafeteria tables. As 
few as twenty years ago, students 
would sneak up to the bell tower to 
carve their names into the brick. 

Comparing the old and new 
graffiti gave an interesting perspec-

tive. The simple names up 
on the walls contrasted the 
more modern scribbling of 
how awesome Slayer is. 
Different times depict dif-
ferent priorities. 

No matter what these stu-
dents wrote however, permanence 
was the goal. The administration 
would literally have to gyprock over 
the bricks to hide any of this mal-

feasance. 
Brandon University’s graffiti nowa-

days can be covered as easily as throwing 
some paint over it, or replacing, a door. The 
calibre of our current artists has dropped. 
There is no reason to keep stuff like 
“SNFU is tight”, 
“The Whig Party” 
or “Hookers and 
Blow”  around, 
when it really 
does not mean 
anything at all. Although, it does stand 
to be an interesting look into the mind of 
what may be a lunatic.

Come on artists. Have some pride in 
what you do. At least be creative, instead 

of writing how much your friend sucks 
on a men’s toilet stall. 

Legend tells that we have artists 
here on campus. They are safe and 
warm inside their art building, not both-
ering anyone. That is fine. I am not call-

ing them out to 
spray-paint the 
Henry Champ 
Gym. I will only 
say this, if you 
are going to 

deface something, at least be witty, cre-
ative or have some illustrative skill. Note 
that none of these prerequisites involve 
being drunk. §

Alex MurrAy, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

Some of the truly inspired quotes from the Library First Floor bathroom. Can you see the talent?  
 Photo credit Krista Mills

The works from yesteryear. Some of it is barely readable from the erosion of time. Photo credit Krista Mills

Graffiti Since 1910
Illicit Artists a Permanent Fixture

“...Or We Die 
holding it in”

“SNFU Is 
Tight”



The BU Bobcats men’s and women’s 

basketball teams were both triumphant in 
their respective games on Saturday, Janu-
ary 11th, when they played host to the UBC 
Okanagan Heat at the Brandon University 
Healthy Living Centre.  

The men won over the UBC Okana-
gan Heat 74-60 in front of 300 frenzied 
Bobcat fans, led by Bobcat Ali-Mounir 
Benabdelhak who sizzled with 8 rebounds 
and 21 points on the strength of his three 
3-point bombs.  Fellow Bobcats Emerick 
Ravier and Jordan Reaves did not disap-
point either.  They both contributed 7 
rebounds each and poured in 20 points 
and 17 points, respectively.  Ilarion Bon-
homme led in the assists department with 
seven and Kenonte Ramsey added 9 field 
goal points.

The first quarter ended at 16-all but a 
fluid ball movement from thereon result-
ed in a 13-point cushion for the Bobcats 
early in the fourth quarter, 63-50, with an-
other 3-pointer from Benabdelhak from a 
Kenonte Ramsey assist.  The home team 
then kept the Heat at bay with a steal by 
Kenonte Ramsey that he converted to a 
successful layup, 74-64, with 47 seconds 
remaining.  A last-ditch attempt from Heat 
player Stuart Wallensteen led to a layup 
from off the paint, a valiant but futile at-
tempt that settled the score at 74-66 and 
another win for the Bobcats.

Stuart Wallensteen led UBC with 16 
points and 6 rebounds.  His colleague-

James Lum added 11 points and 5 as-
sists.

In that same day, the Brandon Uni-
versity women’s basketball team were 
equally victorious, registering a 70 – 63 
win over their UBC Okanagan counter-
parts to the thrill of more than 150 people 
in attendance.  It was a tight game with 
the score at 46-all to start the fourth quar-
ter.  The visitors took advantage of missed 
3-pointers from Cassie Cooke and Kaela 
Cranston of the Brandon Bobcats to grab 
the lead 60-53 with effective offense from 
Heat player Kayla McFadden.

However, six straight points from 
Bobcat Cassie Cooke, punctuated by a 
3-pointer from fellow Bobcat Kaela Cran-
ston, pulled the rug from under the Heats, 
62-60, with three and a half minutes re-
maining.  Two foul shots from UBC player 
Sarah Allison and a split charity from fel-
low Heat Kayla McFadden gave their team 
their last points of the game at 63 as the 
suddenly rejuvenated Bobcats team sud-
denly clamped down on them with their 
stifling defense.  The Cats then poured it 
on with a 3-pointer from Kaela Cranston 
from a Cassie Cooke assist.  Successive 
layups from Cassie Cooke and Stephanie 
Haynes, both on the paint, handed the 
Heat their 10th loss in 12 outings. 

The Bobcats were led by Kaela Cr-
anston with 25 points, 18 of them from 
beyond the arc.  Cassie Cooke added 21 
points and 7 rebounds while Stephanie 
Haynes had 10 points and 8 rebounds. 

The UBC Okanagan Heat were led by 

Shenelle Tamminen with 
18 points who was per-
fect from beyond the arc 
as well as on the stripes.   
Fellow Heat players Em-
ily Kanester and Jessica 
Jazdarehee each added 
12 points.

The day before, 
the Bobcats split their 
games, with the men 
winning over the Thomp-
son Rivers WolfPack 74-
70 and the women not 
as successful, succumb-
ing to a 62-59 loss to 
their Thompson Rivers 
conquerors.

The Thompson Riv-
ers WolfPack men’s team 
was led by Josh Wolfram 
whose heroics produced 
four 3-pointers for a to-
tal of 23 points with 11 
rebounds in their losing 
effort.  Fellow WolfPacks 
Will Ondrik and Tallon 
Milne added 13 points 
and 12 points, respectively.

The WolfPack controlled the first quar-
ter, 24-15, but the Bobcats clawed their 
way back in the next three quarters.  In 
the dying seconds, with the Bobcats lead-
ing 72-67, Thompson Rivers WolfPack Will 
Ondrik sank a three-pointer, closing in with 
the Cats, 72-70.  But a layup by hometown 
favorite Ali-Mounir Benabdelhak from an 
assist from Kenonte Ramsey sealed the 
win for the Bobcats, 74-70, with two sec-
onds remaining. 

In that game, Bobcats Jordan Reaves 
and Kenonte Ramsey had 17 points and 
16 points, respectively, with Emerick Ra-
vier adding 13.  Teammate Ali-Mounir 
Benabdelhak tallied 10 points and Ilarion 
Bonhomme compiled 9 points for their 
third win of the season.

In the women’s Friday loss to the 
WolfPack, the lady Cats were outlasted 
by the visitors after a tied ballgame at 58-

all.  WolfPack Kassie Colona converted 
her layup and Taiysa Worsfeld was impec-
cable in the stripes that gave them the 
lead for good, 62-59, with nine seconds 
remaining.  A desperation jumper by Bob-
cat Aleah Bridges rattled out, sending the 
visitors home triumphant.

The WolfPack were led by Kassie Col-
onna with 17 points and Taiysa Worsfeld 
with a double-double at 14 rebounds and 
14 points.  Sydney Williams added 7 re-
bounds and 12 points while Rae-Maryse 
Laljee had 13 rebounds.

Bobcat Stephanie Haynes tallied a 
double-double with 12 rebounds and 14 
points and Stephanie Hunter registered 
10 points.  Kinsley Ransom and Kaela Cr-
anston had 8 and 6 rebounds, respective-
ly.  The duo also compiled identical field 
goals at 8 points apiece.  Cassie Cooke 
led in the assist department at eight.  She 
also contributed 7 points.  §

Volume 104, Issue 19 — January 28th, 2014 — 4 5 — Volume 104, Issue 19 — January 28th, 2014

Bobcats in Action: Big Start for 2014
Bobcats pick up wins to start their campaign this year

Ali-Mounir Benabdelhak shoots a free-throw in the Bobcats’ first game of 
the second-half of the season, a 74-70 home win over the Thompson Rivers 
WolfPack. Photo credit, Milana Paddock/BU Athletics.

rolAnd liWAnAg

On January 17th,  Brandon University 

hosted a double header at the Healthy 
Living Center featuring the women’s and 
men’s Bobcats basketball teams against 
the University of Manitoba Bisons. 

The ladies were up first for the eve-
ning and the Bisons quickly opened up the 
scoring with a three-pointer from Robyn 
Eyer. The Bobcats didn’t remain scoreless 
for long as Jaynell Gillett retaliated and 
scored the first two points of the game for 
the Bobcats. The Bobcats gained the lead 

and held it for the rest of the quarter, fin-
ishing it off 17-12. 

The Bobcats maintained their lead to 
the end of the first half with a driving of-
fense and a series of successful running 
handoffs. Cassie Cooke led the scoring 
and managed to pull off four three-point-
ers in the first half alone. Going into the 
second half the Bobcats were still in the 
lead by 33 to 28. 

The Bobcats defence struggled in the 
second half of the game and the Bisons 
were able to tie the game 45 to 45 at the 
start of the — continued on page 7

Bobcats beat Bisons
Second games of the season go well for Bobcats

AMber schroeder
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fourth quarter.
The Bobcats pushed back hard and in 

an impressive fourth quarter they brought 
back their lead to win over the Bisons with 
a 19 point margin of victory at 70-51. Cass-
ie Cooke finished the game with 34 points 
but it was a solid team effort with Kaela 
Cranston and Keegan Robinson each add-
ing 8 points to the score and Amy Williams 
and Jaynell Gillett both bringing in anoth-
er 6 points each for the Bobcats. Alison 
Balasko led the Bisons with 16 points and 
11 rebounds and Vanessa Devries added 
another 8 points and 11 rebounds to the 

Bisons total. 
Next up was the men’s team who 

brought in the second Bobcats win of the 
night, winning 89-73 over the Bisons and 
bringing the men’s winning streak up to 
four. It was a slow start for the Bobcats 
and going into the second half they were 
trailing the Bisons 36-41. 

The Bobcats turned it around in a 
high energy second half. They found an 
effective play, making a number of diago-
nal passes up to the rim, and scored an 
incredible 34 points in the third quarter. 
They held their lead through the fourth 

quarter to win the game.
Turell Scott led the Bobcats for points, 

scoring 18 points in just 18 minutes of 
game play. Following Scott, Emerick Ra-
vier added another 17 points with some 
excellent free throws, Ilarion Bonhomme 
and Kenonte Ramsey each added another 
16 points and Ali-Mounir Benabdelhak 
brought in another 14 points. The Bisons’ 
Andre Arruda led the game with a total of 
19 points while his teammates Justus Al-
leyn and Dan Penner added another 14 
and 11 points respectively. 

The Bobcats finished the weekend 

with another two games against the Bi-
sons on Saturday night. The women’s bas-
ketball team came back from a slow start 
and won in their second game against the 
Bisons with a score of 57-49. This brings 
their record up to 5-9, the first time the 
Bobcats women’s basketball team has 
had five wins in a season since 1984. In 
the men’s game the Bisons had the edge, 
beating out the Bobcats 68-51 and leav-
ing the Bobcats men’s team with a 5-9 re-
cord as well. §        

Continued from fifth page
Bobcats beat Bisons

Dr. Kurt Noll

On January 6th, the Curve Gallery Dis-

play on the second floor of the BU library 
debuted artwork by BU’s own Dr. Kurt Noll. 
Chair of the Religion Department and pro-
fessor within the same discipline, Noll has 
been painting his entire life, both profes-
sionally and for pleasure.

During the 1980s, Noll was an illustra-
tor and designer for an adverting agency, 
holding the position of Vice President of 
Print Media Production. “I oversaw all as-
pects of print media, but also participated 
in the demographic research, product re-
search, and campaign development.” Noll 
recalled. “I wrote advertising copy, too.” 

After a decade with the advertising 
agency, Noll changed his focus to gradu-
ate school. Propelled by his “passion for 
the study of people, of the past, and of re-
ligion,” he abandoned pursuits of a career 

as a university art professor and found a 
place for himself in the faculty of religion. 

Noll continues to paint and draw as a 
hobby. This collection of recent efforts, he 
says, “[does] not follow an artistic move-
ment, trend, or ‘ism.’ I try to avoid talk-
ing much about what it means. I prefer 
to let the visual image be what it is, and 
the viewer can make of it what she or he 
will. Sometimes the title of the work offers 
slight interpretational guidance, but often 
the title is just a set of words attached to 
the picture.” 

One of the most arguably startling 
images displayed is appropriately titled 
“Painted Painter”. The canvas was crafted 
with much thought, beginning “one day 
when I was looking at an early canvas by 
Willem De Kooning. I was thinking to my-
self that the personality of the artist seems 
to scream out from the boldly slashing 
brushstrokes. But then, as I thought lon-

ger about it, 
I realized 
that this is 
my projec-
tion into the 
artwork. I do 
not know the 
personality 
of De Koon-
ing, but I am 
constructing 
his person-
ality from 
the brush work that I see. So I began to 
think about how the artwork constructs 
the artist, and that led to the almost silly 
image you see on that canvas. I tried to 
make the painter seem almost as flat and 
unreal as the cubist image on the canvas 
he is painting, and yet also appear to be a 
realist image, at least as first glance.”

In the past, the Curve Gallery, has 

played host to a variety of artwork from 
local artists, including pieces from profes-
sors, alumni, students, and Assiniboine 
Community College. Last term, landscape 
paintings from local artist Weiming Zhao 
was on display. “The show was a big suc-
cess,” Noll raved about the display. 

Two displays are lined up for next 
school year, and Noll promises there will 
be some “exciting stuff to see.” §

Has more artistic cojones than any three of you

holly KAlyniuK

“The Painted Painter”, by Dr. Kurt Noll.  Photo credit Holly Kalyniuk,

Op-ed: MP Stephen Woodworth

“I always like to begin with an apol-

ogy if I possibly can because it’s my belief 
that every Canadian has the right, at least 
once in their life, to hear a politician apolo-
gize for something when it’s warranted.” 
MP Stephen Woodworth on January 20th

Imagine that your 14 year old daugh-
ter gets pregnant.  You have worked your 
hardest to help her be intelligent and in-
dependent, you taught her about safe sex, 
and she swore she was not sleeping with 
anyone.  She has worked through school 
to get good marks in order to pursue her 
dreams of becoming a doctor, and has 
done extremely well. 

How would you both feel if you were 
faced with a decision about what to do 
about the pregnancy? The father and his 
family want nothing to do with her or the 
fetus.  Your daughter is scared about her 
future.  She knows that in Brandon, every-
one will find out about her pregnancy and 
that she will be alienated because of it.  

You struggle with the thought of helping 
to raise another child, as times have been 
financially tough for you.  You both decide 
that you cannot keep the child, and that 
you will give it up for adoption.

Two months into her pregnancy, your 
daughter is not the same girl she was be-
fore.  She cries in her bedroom all day and 
night and refuses to eat.  She tells you 
that she can’t do it anymore, that it is too 
hard on her.  You decide together that get-
ting an abortion is what is best for your 
daughter, in order to help her get back to 
being a complete human being.   The fetus 
is, at this time, the size of a raspberry.  

Now.  I started this opinion piece with 
a quote from Member of Parliament Ste-
phen Woodworth, about apologizing to 
Canadians.  What, exactly, was he apolo-
gizing for?  Good question.

Stephen Woodworth began his talk at 
Brandon University with an apology, but 
unfortunately the apology wasn’t for us-
ing quotes by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
to back up his argument against abortion.  
Nor was the apology for the argument 

that, by limiting the rights of fetuses, our 
government may then limit the rights of 
other groups (which, by the way, is a logi-
cal fallacy called the “slippery slope”). 

“The unstated words that she was 
saying [are] that our current law, in which 
we do not recognize the equal worth and 
dignity of children until the moment of 
complete birth, that this law is unjust, ac-
cording to Justice Wilson.”  As a lawyer, 
Woodworth should know better than to at-
tribute meaning to something unspoken by 
a judge.  Because of examples like these, 
it is hard to take Woodworth’s arguments 
seriously.  He denied that he was talking 
about abortion the entire time he spoke, 
insisting that the issue is human rights, 
but he only talked about this one, very 
narrow, issue.  Instead of addressing the 
inequality that exists right now all around 
us with people who are already alive and 
kicking in this unjust world, he discussed 
the rights of something that cannot exist 
outside of its mother; he talked about a 
potential human being.  

Stephen Woodworth has made a 

choice to share his views on abortion, 
even when those views contradict the of-
ficial position of the party of which he is a 
member.  Far-right Conservatives have de-
cided that it is their responsibility to make 
decisions about the reproductive health 
of others, seeming to care about the child 
until it is born, at which case it is at the 
mercy of others – and usually, not them.

I am pro-choice because I trust in the 
ability of women to make the decision that 
is best for them.  Unlike some, I believe 
that most women understand the reali-
ties around abortion, and that they do not 
make the decision lightly. 

Woodworth often cited the UN Decla-
ration of Human Rights, a legal recogni-
tion of the inherent worth and dignity of 
every human being.  In focusing solely on 
the fetus, a potential person, Woodworth 
denied the worth and dignity of the wom-
an carrying that fetus, denying her the 
right to make this choice, a choice that 
women before her fought to ensure their 
right to. §

Our senior reporter gives us her opinion on the recent MP’s visit

cArissA tAylor, senior reporter



Ask Miss Q 
Q:

Dear Miss Q,

What are the cheapest places to get food 
in Brandon?

Sincerely,
The Hungry

A:

Dear Hungry,

There are tons of places in Brandon to get 
food. Some of them are healthy, some of 
them are expensive and some of them 
even have Chinese.

It all comes down to what you want. In my 
opinion, the best value-to-calorie intake 
in this town is probably the grocery store. 
This is most likely not what you want to 
hear, but it is cheaper and usually better 
for you. 

Go get a big bag of rice and some sweet 
and sour sauce. If you are having a good 
week, toss in some chopped up sausage 
for protein. If you get this stuff from 
Sobeys, make sure you go after 9:30 pm: 
they give away free bread! Free is great.

Good luck!
Miss Q

Do you have a question for Miss Q? Email 
it to us at missq@thequill.ca.
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Quill Classifieds  Need a new desk? Of course you do!
Pick up a gently-used desk from The Quill offices 
for only $20 each!  You move them, though.  
We might help if you smile. 

We want you!
If you like to write, take pictures, or draw things, 
you should work for The Quill!  Email us at eic@thequill.ca!

 
Do you have something to sell? Are you a student?

Then The Quill has a solution for you!
Classified ads are free for students up to 30 words!  (Textbook ads can be longer.)


