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Manitoba RCMP has confirmed 

that Brandon University English professor 
John Blaikie has been charged with driv-
ing while impaired.

On January 18th, while at a literature 
conference at the University of Regina, 
Professor Blaikie came under scrutiny 
by campus security and was escorted off 
campus. Dale Johnson, Senior Commu-
nications Strategist for the University of 
Regina, verified that “On January 18th, the 
man in question was asked to leave cam-
pus by security and put into a cab.” The 
stated reason behind this forced exit was 
public intoxication.

At 4:00 pm on January 19th, the 
RCMP pulled Professor Blaikie over near 
Virden in the RM of Whitehead. According 
to the RCMP, the “vehicle was being op-
erated at a high rate of speed” and the 
driver, Professor Blaikie, showed signs of 
intoxication. They then corroborated the 
fact that he was traveling with three other 
passengers. The passengers were, in fact, 
BU students.

Upon being pulled over, Blaikie was 
arrested for impaired operation of a mo-
tor vehicle. His breath samples were well 
above the legal limit of .08.

Blaikie’s first court appearance in 
Brandon is on March 3rd. §

Confirmation of the facts

A Blaikie Update
Alex MurrAy, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

Students and BUSU executives 
gathered in SUDS on January 28th to at-
tend the Semi-Annual General Meet-
ing. The meeting’s goals were to amend 
certain bylaws, and to look at budgets 
– as well as eat free nachos courtesy of 
SUDS and BUSU, after the gatherers had 
reached quorum for the first time in over 
a year.

The meeting immediately got under 
way with addressing small changes be-
ing done with bylaw 100, including add-
ing parents to “Part-time and Mature 

Students”, as well as changing the “Dis-
abilities Commissioner” to the “Accessibil-
ities Commissioner” within all bylaws and 
constitutions.  There was also an amend-
ment to commissioner titles, which will 
now be called “director positions”.  Anoth-
er amendment was done to include Bylaw 
600, which states a director’s duties in an 
outlined format. 

Two changes took place prior to Bylaw 
600 being enacted.  First were the duties 
of the LGBT Director. These were changed 
to include all sexuality groups and per-
sons: the director is now called the Sexu-
ality and Gender Identity-Based Director.  

The second change was in the duties of 
the Aboriginal Directors.  Since there is no 
BUSU Aboriginal Student Council at this 
time, the bylaw has been altered to state 
the “Brandon University Student Council” 
in Section 7(iii), “the Aboriginal Director 
shall act as a liaison with the Indigenous 
People’s Centre and the BUSU Aboriginal 
Student Council.” 

The last major motion was made in 
regards to international students. This 
follows a movement towards equal oppor-
tunity for employment for all members of 
the union, and this was resolved by imple-
menting an equal employment Bylaw and 

Policy Review Committee.  In the middle 
of a motion to lower the workload of ex-
ecutives by hiring additional staff, quorum 
was lost, and many of the remaining mo-
tions awaiting approval have been placed 
on recommendation until the next meet-
ing. The meeting was then adjourned.  

As an addendum, there will be a fur-
ther BUSU AGM on March 18th. This was 
decided on January 31st during a BUSU 
meeting. It is expected that this addition-
al meeting will provide another chance to 
achieve quorum and decide on several 
more pressing issues. §

Quorum was reached ... briefly

BUSU General Meeting, Take Two
Whitney hodgins

The Government of Canada an-

nounced a new initiative aimed at doubling 
the recruitment of international students 
and researchers to Canadian educational 
institutions by 2022. 

In a statement released on Janu-
ary 15th, Minister of International Trade 
Ed Fast launched a new International 
Education Strategy that hopes to attract 
450,000 international students and re-
searchers over the next eight years. 

Two of the major goals of the Inter-
national Education Strategy are to create 
jobs and stimulate the Canadian econo-
my. This strategy is set to create at least 
86,500 net new jobs for Canadians, in ad-
dition to providing an approximate $10 bil-
lion annual contribution to the Canadian 
economy. 

Annual funding of $5 million will be 
devoted to the International Education 
Strategy. The strategy will also provide 
$13 million over two years to Mitacs Glo-
balink, which will facilitate international 
student movement between Canada and 
six priority markets. 

The International Education Strategy 
will focus its resources and efforts on pri-
ority markets that include Brazil, China, 

India, Mexico, North Africa and the Middle 
East, and Vietnam. The strategy is intend-
ed to improve relations and collaboration 
between Canadian and international edu-
cational institutions and research insti-
tutes.

Rowland said that the majority of the 
funding will be used to hire additional of-
fice staff in the Canadian embassies to en-
sure student visas are processed quickly 
and efficiently, which would indirectly aid 
Brandon University and post-secondary 
institutions throughout Canada.  

However, Brandon University Stu-
dents’ Union International Commissioner 
Firdausi Yusuf is worried that the Govern-
ment of Canada thinks that the goal of 
doubling the amount of international stu-
dents at Canadian universities is a good 
idea, but is worried that the government’s 
priorities are strictly economical. 

“Being that a lot of international stu-
dents already want to apply to universities 
in Canada, the Government’s plan is only 
going to encourage more of them to ap-
ply with the confidence of getting a visa,” 
stated Yusuf. “The big issue here is I don’t 
see anything being done about the high 
differential fees. Not all people who come 
to study in Canada are from rich families, 
for a lot of them the fees will be a discour-

aging factor.”
“As long as the government is looking 

out for the students and not their pockets 
I think this will be an awesome opportu-
nity not only for international students but 
for Canadian students to get exposed to 
the various cultures and traditions around 
the world,” said Yusuf.

International undergraduate students 
at Brandon University currently pay tuition 
fees that are double the costs that Ca-
nadian residents pay. Excluding student 
fees, Canadian students pay between 

$3,159.00 and $3,495.00, compared to 
the range of $6,318.00 to $ 6,990.00 for 
international tuition. The national aver-
age undergraduate tuition for Canadian 
students was $5,772, according to Stats 
Canada.

International tuition fees are much 
lower at BU than the national average 
tuition costs for international students, 
which stood at $19,514 in 2013-14. This 
was an increase of 6.8 per cent from the 
national average in 2012-13. §

KAtie driedger, senior reporter

Canadian gov’t aiming to double international students

Immigration Influx
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The Quill@quillbu

Q: Are sexual fantasies normal?  
And is it normal to have sexual fantasies 
about people other than your partner?

A: Sexual fantasies are normal and 
healthy.  In fact, sexual fantasies can help 
you to know what you like, and what you 
don’t. Most fantasies are completely harm-
less. 

Fantasizing about others while you are 
having sex is natural, even if it is not your 
partner you are thinking about.  Some peo-
ple imagine having same-sex experiences 
as a way to explore their sexual orientation.  
Imagining other people while masturbating 
or having sex is very common as well. Don’t 

feel obligated to tell your partner about 
your fantasies if you don’t want to, espe-
cially if you think they will feel threatened 
or uncomfortable. If you think they might 
be comfortable, though, this kind of stuff 
can sure spruce up your sex life, so take the 
plunge!  §

Check out our website at www.serc.mb.ca, 
or visit our office at 161 8th Street. Be sure 
to like us on Facebook too. 

The information provided in this article is 
not intended as medical advice.  Should 
you have any questions, please contact 
your health care provider. 

SERC 101: Sexual Fantasies
Dreams of experimentation are totally normal

AMAndA VAn Weert, serc

Questions?
Comments?
Find this

artiCle

and more

at 
theQuill.Ca!

Many students gathered, at 

SUDS the night of January 24th to play a 
friendly game of bingo – but not the usual 
kind.  The BU Women’s Collective held an 
Erotic Bingo night of fun and laughs.  Each 
round used a different bingo pattern in the 
form of genitalia, and if one was able to 
complete the shape, one would have to yell 

“GONAD!” 
There was also a free shot offered, 

courtesy of the Women’s Collective, for 
those players who happened to have the 
number 69 on their cards – and if the caller 
happened to call the number 69, the crowd 
would jeer and yell with merriment. Most 
came for a night of fun, but many came for 
the great prizes offered – the main prize of 
the night being a vibrator.  

Erotic Bingo night was the grand finale 
of Women’s Week, and what a grand finale 
it was! Coming up in the Women’s Collec-
tive schedule is a Meet and Greet in the 
near future, and they are planning many 
more events. §

Erotic Bingo at SUDS
A labour of love

Whitney hodgins

On Saturday, February 8th, Win-

terlude will begin here at BU. Hosted all 
around the school, this event will include a 
bunch of free things such as brunch (woo-
hoo, food!) and a Bobcat basketball game. 
There will be games, including floor hockey, 
as well as my personal favourite, “A Starry 
Night’” at the BU Astronomical Observa-
tory. So, if you are not busy on Saturday, 
head down with a few friends and explore 
the University.

Brunch 
10:30 am to 12:00 pm  
Main Dining Hall
Get your Brandon University Bobcats tick-
ets here.  Entertainment by “Until Red”.

Fun in the Faculties!
11:00 am to 1:45 pm. 
Participate in experiments and activities in 
different faculties on campus.

Floor Hockey Tournament
2:00 pm to 4:30 pm  
Henry Champ Gymnasium, Healthy Living 
Centre

Bobcat Basketball Games
5:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
Watch the Bobcats compete against the 
University of Lethbridge for free. 

A Starry Night (weather permitting) 
7:00 pm 
View the night sky at our BU Astronomical 
Observatory. Meet at the Residence Office. 
Also, it will be cold, because you live in 
Manitoba and it’s February. Bring a coat. §

Winterlude
Give me your tired, your sick, and your bored

Alex MurrAy, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

With the end of the school year ap-

proaching, the current slate of BUSU reps is 
beginning to wrap up its term at the helm. 
This means that if you want a say in student 
government, now is your chance. 

The first nomination period for the elec-
tions opened Monday at 8:30 am, and runs 
until February 14th at 4:30 pm. The second 
nomination period for any vacant positions 
remaining is February 17th to 21st. 

Nomination forms will be available in 
the BUSU office. If there are any questions 

they may be directed to this year’s RO, Mar-
ian Ojealaro, at ro@busu.ca. The following 
positions are open for nominations: 
Executive: 

President, Vice President Internal, Vice 
President External (Note: both VP positions 
are no longer full time: they are 20 hours 
a week)
Directors: 

Aboriginal Director, Accessibilities Di-
rector, Arts Director, Education Director, 
Grad Studies Director, Health Studies Di-
rector International Director, Music Direc-
tor, Part-time/Mature Director, Racialised 

Director, Residence Director, Science Di-
rector, Sexuality and Gender-Identity Based 
Director, Womens’ Director
Senators: 

Arts Senator, Education Senator, 
Health Studies Senator, Music Senator, Sci-
ence Senator, Student Senators at Large (2 
positions)
At Large: 

KDC Students at Large (2 positions), 
SUDS Students at Large (2 positions), Quill 
Directors at Large (5 positions) §

Opportunities open up at BUSU
Insert democratic warchant here

Alex MurrAy, AssistAnt editor-in-chief
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Students wanting to put their 

paws on some puppies will have to get 
their canine fix elsewhere after the Bran-
don University Students’ Union (BUSU) 
decided not to complete the Brandon Uni-
versity Animal Care Committee (BUACC) 
application. 

“After a few meetings with the chair 
of the Animal Care Committee, it has 
been determined that there won’t be any 
animals for mental health week this year,” 
said outgoing BUSU Vice President-Exter-
nal Jenna Clinton. 

In November 2013, current BUACC 
Chair Dr. Patrick Jackson advised Clin-
ton that he did not think that she would 
be able to complete the required paper-
work in time for animals to be used for 
the event. He said that he was in favour 
of animal therapy and offered to help her 
with the protocol. 

BUSU decided against having ani-

mal therapy as a component of Mental 
Health Awareness Week because there is 
too much risk to the animals in regards 
to their own physical health, as they could 
contract diseases from humans. There 
was also concern for the animals’ mental 
health, due to the stress from having to 
interact with up to hundreds of people, 
said Clinton. 

Other factors that would need to be 
looked in the protocol at were the hiring 
of veterinary care for the animals, liabil-
ity issues that may occur if participating 
persons or animals became unhealthy 
because of their involvement, and who 
would be responsible if an animal were to 
bite a person. 

The decision not to have animal ther-
apy on campus is not a popular one. 

Ashley, a second-year Faculty of Sci-
ence student, is one of several students 
not particularly pleased with this outcome. 
“I moved to Brandon to go to university 
and I was not able to bring my dog with 

me,” said Ashley. “Last year, they had all 
kinds of cute little animals that we could 
hold and play with. It made me feel really 
happy and totally forget about school and 
all of my other problems.”

The animal therapy station was the 
largest attraction during Brandon Univer-
sity’s first annual Mental Health Aware-
ness Week in November 2012. This event 
was open to students, staff, and faculty, 
who were able to handle, pet, and interact 
with an assortment of animals that includ-
ed rabbits, dogs, a bird, and a hedgehog.   

The Animal Care Committee was not 
informed of the involvement of animals 
during or prior to the animal therapy event 
last year. Jackson stated that it was the first 
event of its kind on the Brandon University 
campus and that organizers were not nec-
essarily aware of the Canadian Council on 
Animal Care (CCAC) guidelines that gov-
ern the on-campus presence of animals. 
The organizers that were involved in the 
planning of the Mental Health Awareness 
Week were informed by the BUACC that 
protocol would need to be followed for fu-
ture events involving animals. 

The CCAC requires that all projects 
and activities that involve animals must 
have prior approval of the BUACC before 
implementation, including the use of ani-
mals for demonstrational, teaching, or re-
search purposes on university property or 
by university personnel.  

Jackson, a former psychiatric nurse, 
states that he is not against the use of 
animals for therapeutic purposes. “Prop-
erly trained therapy animals, engaging in 
therapeutic interactions with patients are 
fine,” said Jackson. He also stated that 
proper paperwork is required for the use 
of animals for therapeutic purposes to 
work, including questions on the health 
and safety of both the animals and peo-
ple involved. Jackson added that if there 
is any other way that you could achieve 
the same objectives without using the ani-
mals, there is a strong emphasis to make 
that happen. 

He said that the BUACC was prepared 
to rule on the use of animals for Mental 
Health Awareness Week and the com-

mittee was willing to hold an emergency 
meeting to decide on whether they would 
approve their application.  

Jackson said that a number of fac-
tors that could impede the use of animals 
on campus. Jackson interpreted Clinton’s 
request as having people handle the ani-
mals, but having the “general public ac-
cess and contact with animals is always 
a hard sell. It is not an impossible sell, 
though,” said Jackson. 

The proper wording of protocol and 
paperwork is necessary for BUACC ap-
proval. Jackson said that if the BUACC 
approves protocol that does not meet 
Canadian Council on Animal Care guide-
lines, the CCAC is able to shut down the 
use of animals throughout the university, 
for teaching, research, and for display 
purposes. 

Several universities throughout Can-
ada have used animals for therapeutic 
purposes, with puppy rooms becoming 
a trend in recent years. Dalhousie Uni-
versity, University of Alberta, University 
of Ottawa, Mount Royal University, and 
University of Calgary have all used animal 
therapy as either short-term or long-term 
mental health services for stressed stu-
dents. However, all Canadian universities 
must follow CCAC guidelines in order to 
use animals, whether they are certified 
as therapy animals or not. §

3 — Volume 104, Issue 20 — February 4th, 2014

something

to say?
Comment on

this story

and more at

theQuill.Ca!

Director, Residence Director, Science Di-
rector, Sexuality and Gender-Identity Based 
Director, Womens’ Director
Senators: 

Arts Senator, Education Senator, 
Health Studies Senator, Music Senator, Sci-
ence Senator, Student Senators at Large (2 
positions)
At Large: 

KDC Students at Large (2 positions), 
SUDS Students at Large (2 positions), Quill 
Directors at Large (5 positions) §

Brandon university Theatre is 

proud to present the hit comedy Cocktails 
at Pam’s by Stewart Lemoine. 

The play is set in the home of Pam 
and Julius who have invited a few friends 
and family over for happy hour.  Pam is a 
little nervous, but as the guests arrive and 
Julius demands that everyone try several 
of his finest new cocktail creations, every-
thing starts to unravel: mix a little alcohol, 
a specific food fetish, a spectacular melt 

down with the hostess channelling a Scot-
tish peasant woman from another cen-
tury, and it’s no wonder the maid passes 
out. Cocktails at Pam’s is unadulterated 
fluff in the best sense. 

Playwright Stewart Lemoine is a Ca-
nadian playwright, director, and producer. 
Lemoine is based in Edmonton, Alberta 
and was the founding Artistic Director of 
Teatro la Quindicina, where he is the the 
resident playwright, working on his own 
original comedies and mentoring the 
troupe’s new writers. 

Lemoine has written over sixty plays 
in the course of his career and is the win-
ner of five Elizabeth Sterling Haynes (Ed-
monton’s Tony’s) awards for writing.  In 
2004, he won the New York International 
Fringe Festival’s Award for Overall Excel-
lence in Playwriting, and in 2008, Lem-
oine received the Tommy Banks Perform-
ing Arts Award.

The play is directed by long time BU 
theatre professor James Forsythe and 
features a stellar student cast of eleven 
actors.

The play runs Thursday to Saturday 
February 27th to March 1st at 8:00 pm and 
Sunday March 2nd at 2:00 pm in the Evans 
Theatre on the BU campus.  Tickets are 
$10.00 at the door for rush seating.  The 
performance will run 70 minutes without 
an intermission.  BU students get in free 
to Thursday’s performance!

Celebrate the end of February with 
Cocktails at Pam’s.  

For more information contact 204-
727-9662. §

Press Release: Cocktails at Pam’s
Want some winter fun that isn’t cold? 

JiM forsythe
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Ruff News for Animal Therapy on Campus
Missed the puppies last week?  Here’s why

KAtie driedger, senior reporter



Bu students Jury, Aden, Abdullahi, 
Mubarak and Abraham are only five of the 
countless student refugees whose lives 
have been forever changed by the efforts 
of the World University Services of Cana-
da.  

The WUSC club sponsors around sev-
enty student refugees every year.  These 
students are selected from pre-selected 
countries like Sudan, Kenya, Ghana and 
Thailand, and they are resettled in fifty dif-
ferent colleges and universities all across 
Canada.  Currently, the sponsored refugee 
student enrolled in Brandon University is 
Jury Paw from Bangkok, Thailand.  These 
students come here after going through a 
very strict application process.

Incorporated as a not-for-profit organi-
zation more than fifty years ago, the club 
sponsors students for an entire year. This 
sponsorship includes all their financial 
needs: university fees, living expenses, 
and all personal necessities.  Brandon 
University has hosted student refugees 
through WUSC for more than 34 years 
now. 

Club Vice President Angie Nor Addin 
explains, “We arrange for their housing 
at the student residence for their first 
year on campus to make their adjustment 
easier and get them to meet more people 
in the school community.  We make sure 
that they are provided their books and 
clothes.   We then get them ready for win-
ter by making available for them jackets, 
mittens and scarves – practically anything 
that they might need.”

Not surprisingly, most of these stu-
dents stay beyond their one-year sponsor-
ship.  They tend to finish their undergradu-
ate degrees and even earn post-graduate 
degrees. It helps that, as refugee students, 
they are automatically given permanent 
resident status by the federal government 
the moment they land here.  As such, they 
are eligible for student loans and work 

permits.  Abraham, for example, is 

on his fourth year of university and he 
intends to pursue a master’s degree pro-
gram in another university.

Julie-Ann Johnston, WUSC secretary, 
says that all BU students are a part of 
these students’ life transformation.  Each 
BU student is levied a WUSC fee once a 
year.  That fee, about $10.55, collectively 
enables the organization to bring over a 
student every year to study at Brandon 
University.   “It is quite expensive to spon-
sor a student and so, aside from the stu-
dent levies, we regularly do fundraising ac-
tivities like bake sales to supplement the 
funds,” added Julie-Ann.  Incidentally, they 
have a chili bowl sale on Monday February 
3rd, in the mingling area, from 11:00 am 
– 1:00 pm.  They are also working on the 
Shine-a-Light fundraiser, an event to raise 

money and 
provide study 
lamps for 
students who 
are in refu-
gee camps 
in different 
parts of the 
world, which 
they can use 
while reading 
at night.

To wel-
come the 
new student, 
the club pre-

pared a 
thanksgiv-
ing meal 

last year where they had turkey and pie.  
They did pumpkin carvings after supper. 
The students had a really grand day.  They 
then took Jury ice skating for the first time. 
It was an incredibly awesome experience 
for her.  The group takes the new students 
to movies too every now and then.  For 
these, the students are very much grate-
ful.  

The feeling is mutual according to An-
gie Nor Addin.  These sponsored students 
reciprocate it by the wealth of experiences 
that they bring along with them from a 
vastly different culture.  There is simply a 
lot to learn from them. They have stories 
and experiences that we know nothing 
about and having them makes our lives 
all the richer. This may be a life-changing 
event for them but it is an equally inspira-
tional one for us too.  Indeed, education 
does change the world.  

The club has a lot of support from 
the staff and faculty group, whose current 
president is Pauline Morton. The presi-
dent of the club at student level is Tina 
Georgantopoulos.  According to current 
leadership, past president Brandy Robert-
son really helped transform WUSC to what 
it is now today.
WUSC has always been committed to 

giving these refugee 
students the oppor-
tunity to escape from 
war-ravaged countries, 
refugee camps, and 
constant political tur-
moil in order to pur-
sue higher education 
in Canada.  Once they 
are able to leave those 
harsh conditions and 
settle in Canada, a new 
ray of hope springs in 
their hearts, and their 
lives are never the 
same again. §

Problems in the Ring

Have you heard about the new box-

ing program offered through campus rec-
reation? Were you planning on attending 
the classes? Think again. Even though 
boxing is advertised through campus rec-
reation, it is really not an actual class. 

Every Monday and Friday from 12:00 
pm to 1:00 pm, heavy bags are hung up 
in the mezzanine hall and people can go 
take a swing at them. Boxing gloves are 
not available for use: one must bring their 
own. There is also no instructor available 
to supervise and, well, instruct.

Personally, I was excited to go attend 
a class in boxing. Alas, without an instruc-
tor the correct technique is unavailable to 
those who have not taken boxing or a form 
of martial arts before. Performing incor-
rect techniques with a heavy bag can be 
dangerous and cause injuries. In addition, 
without wearing boxing gloves punching 
the heavy bag can cause the skin on the 
knuckles to bleed. 

I have tried to go to boxing classes on 
Fridays for the past couple weeks. The 

first time I went it was cancelled due to a 
class being taught in the hall. The second 
time I went there was no instructor, no 
one in the hall and the heavy bags were 
not even put up. I went to the front desk at 
the Healthy Living Centre, and I received 
very little help, because no one was in the 
campus recreation office and apparently 
the gym’s staff have nothing to do with 
the programs. I was quite upset with the 
lack of communication. 

This last Friday I called campus rec 
to confirm that boxing would actually be 
held today. I was told that boxing will be 
on, however there is still no instructor and 
people can just use the heavy bags. If you 
ask me, that does not sound like boxing. 
If you call a program “boxing”, surely the 
assumption is a class with an instructor 
who teaches you how to box? I’m not go-
ing in order to teach myself and possibly 
injure myself. 

I would advise campus rec to recon-
sider their boxing program, to avoid future 
confusion and disappointment. §

Our reporter’s woes regarding Campus Rec’s boxing program

shelby steele
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Jury Paw (left) skating for the first time in December 2013.  Photo credit Angie Nor Addin.

Where does that WUSC fee go?
WUSC!  Hooray! Internal – 3

Thanksgiving and pumpkin carving.  Photo credit Angie Nor Addin.



The Bobcats saw another impres-

sive victory Friday night, finishing off with 

a home and home sweep. The Bobcats 
women’s volleyball team won in a straight 
sets victory (25-18, 25-19, 25-19) against 
the visiting Winnipeg Wesmen in the sec-

ond of two games this week. The Bobcats 
women’s team is currently the #2 nation-
ally ranked team, but they showed all the 
skills it takes to be #1 at their first home 

game since 
November. 

C o n -
t i n u i n g 
to play 
strong after 
ach iev ing 
an incred-
ible 17 kills 
in Wednes-
day night’s 
g a m e 
against the 
W e s m e n , 
V i a o v a i 
Aiono took 
charge for 
the Bob-
cats and 
succeeded 
in getting 
12 kills and 
seven digs. 
She wasn’t 
the only 
one with a 
s u c c e s s -
ful record: 
S h a n l e e 
McLennan 
added 10 
kills, nine 
digs, three 
blocks and 
a pair of 

services aces for the Bobcats. As for the 
Wesmen, Carleen Kruschel led the team 
with 11 kills and eight digs and her team-
mate Hailey Buhler added eight kills and 
13 digs to the Wesmen total. 

The record for the Bobcats women’s 
team now stands at 14-4, the highest num-
ber of wins for the team in a Canada West 
season so far. With this win, the team will 
officially be headed to the Canada West 
playoffs this year after a two-year hiatus. 
The next game for the Bobcats against 
Trinity Western University Spartans will be 
on Friday, January 31st at the Healthy Liv-
ing Center. 

This wasn’t the only win for the Bob-
cats Friday night, as the men’s team broke 
their five-loss streak, winning 3-1 (18-25, 
25-19, 25-20, 27-25) in their second 
game against the Winnipeg Wesmen. The 
Bobcats have been struggling lately, espe-
cially when it comes to first contact, but 
after the Wesmen took the first set, the 
Bobcats came back to win three in a row.

The Bobcats now match the Wesmen 
with a record of 8-10. There’s still no cer-
tainty of the men’s team making it to the 
playoffs, but things are looking up with 
this latest win. The men’s team will also 
play against the Trinity Western University 
Spartans this coming Friday.  §
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Bobcats Bring in Victory
Our teams pick up yet another win

AMber schroeder

Do you want to stay fit but also have 

fun while doing it? Then I highly recom-
mend the Zumba class offered at the 
Healthy Living Centre. Not only do you get 
an intense work out, but it is also very en-
joyable. After the hour is over, I guarantee 
that you will be leaving satisfied and more 
than a little bit sweaty. 

The class reminded me of the video 
game Just Dance. If you have ever played 
it, you know how much fun and exhausting 
it can be. The class I attended consisted of 
all girls, though it is certainly all-inclusive. 
I encourage everyone to give it a chance, 
even if you can’t dance at all. I found it a 
bit difficult, because I have very little co-
ordination or dance skills, but that only 
made it more of a challenge. 

The instructor, Aliah Nelson, is a stu-
dent at BU. She mentioned that the class-
es usually consist of about 8 to 16 peo-
ple. The class that I was at had about 15 
people, although she did say there were 

some new faces in 
the class. 

Once Aliah 
started the music, 
she got into her 
Zumba zone and 
immediately began 
dancing to the mu-
sic. We all followed 
her actions, trying 
to do the moves as 
well as she could. 
Of course I was not 
even close to com-
parable – but it 
was fun! Through-
out the hour, Aliah 
would yell encour-
agement and cre-
ate even more excitement. The smile nev-
er left her face and I found myself smiling 
the whole time too. Between each song, 
we had a chance to take a quick drink of 
water and head back to our spot before 
the next song and dance began. 

Zumba can be worked into your 
schedule quite easily, since there are 
several classes during the week, which 
means it can also become an essential as-
pect of your weekly work out. Classes take 
place on Monday, Tuesday and Wednes-
day from 6:00 – 7:00 pm, in the Henry 

Champ Gym. There are also two classes 
on Saturday, from 11:15 to 12:15 pm and 
from 12:15 to 1:15 pm, in the Mezz Hall. 
So come on out, bring friends along and 
give it a try! §

Zumbaaaaaaaaaaaa...
...aaaaaaaaaaaaa...!

shelby steele

Sports – 5

A typical Zumba class.  Photo credit Shelby Steele.



Saskatoon (cup) — University of 

Winnipeg student Kelly Edwards’s trip to 
Las Vegas with an award winning business 
plan hinges on the ruling of the Kapyong 
Barracks case in a Winnipeg courtroom.

The competition in Las Vegas, Nev., 
will give Edwards the opportunity to win 
$20,000 in start-up funds for his project 
— a boutique hotel with a restaurant in the 
Kapyong Barracks.

The Kapyong Barracks has been an 
item of recent contention between the fed-
eral government and four local First Na-
tions who are claiming the lands as Treaty 
1 territory. The military land has been un-
used since 2004. On Jan. 13 the case was 
taken to the Federal Court of Appeal with 
the decision expected to be announced in 
early February.

Edwards has already talked with two 
of the six chiefs involved in the Kapyong 
Barracks case and will include letters of 
interest as a part of his business plan in 
Las Vegas.

“Should that rule in favour of the First 
Nations communities, we will use this 
business plan and those letters as well in 
competing for the $20,000. And if not, I’ll 
have to come up with another business 
plan,” Edwards said.

Edwards saw potential to have posi-
tive social impacts on the local First Na-
tions with his business plan for the bar-
racks.

Volume discounts and tax exemptions 
for the local First Nations are two ways 
that Edwards hopes his hotel can benefit 
the community. He has also included pay-
ing employees above minimum wage in 
his operating budget.

Six First Nations have contributed 
$420,000 and another $120,000 is com-
ing from 10 private investors to the hotel’s 
$2.27 million operating budget. Edwards 
said he hopes his business will contribute 
to local Aboriginal businesses.

“We want to get more Aboriginal in-
vestors in there and make a larger Aborigi-
nal presence here in Manitoba because 
it’s not very strong, especially when we 

compare ourselves to Western Canada,” 
Edwards said.

With the barracks located along Win-
nipeg’s busy Route 90 and in the affluent 
Tuxedo Neighbourhood, Edwards said cre-
ating an urban reserve in the city was a 
unique aspect to his business plan.

“I decided to use that to my advan-
tage and part of the competitiveness of 
my business plan is getting the tax ex-
empt. When we’re able to get the tax ex-
empt, we’re able to pass on the extension 
to first nation entities,” he said.

The hotel will have 40 rooms and fea-
ture a small restaurant that converts from 
breakfast bar in the morning to an eve-
ning wine bar. Edwards said he would like 
to expand the restaurant once all debts 
are paid off.

He took part in the Youth Entrepre-
neurship Education Training program at 
the U of W’s Wii Chiiwaakanak Learning 
Centre where he learned about the social 
and environmental impacts a business 
can have while being taught from an In-
digenous perspective. §

Ottawa (cup) — Jer’s Vision, an Ot-

tawa-based youth initiative and non-profit 
organization, is spearheading an aware-
ness campaign in January and February 
aimed at highlighting the recent signing 
of an anti-gay law in Russia, which crimi-
nalizes the promotion of “non-traditional 
sexual relations” to minors.

The movement, referred to as the 
“Open the Door to LGBT Rights in Rus-
sia” campaign, coincides with the begin-
ning of the 2014 Olympic Winter Games 
in Sochi, Russia, which will run Feb. 6–23. 
Jeremy Dias, a University of Ottawa gradu-
ate and founder of Jer’s Vision, said the 
overlapping timeframe is intentional and 
the organization is using the games as a 
platform to discuss institutionalized ho-
mophobia in Russia.

“This issue is really poignant because 
it’s the first time, or one of the first times, 
in contemporary society that we are see-
ing rights moving backwards, and I think 
it’s important to recognize that,” he said.

Through consultation with groups of 

LGBT Russians, Sochi 2014 Olympi-
ans and community activists, Jer’s 
Vision was able to help produce a 
promotional toolkit that is available to 
supporters through its website. Aside 
from containing promotional materials 
such as buttons and door posters, the 
toolkit includes a set of instructions 
on how people can help eliminate ho-
mophobia in Russia.

In addition to sharing the cam-
paign via social media and talking to 
your local politician, Jer’s Vision also 
advises to help out by writing letters to 
Russian president Vladimir Putin.

“It’s not overwhelming, it’s not 
complicated, and I think that’s part of 
the genius of the campaign,” Dias said. 
“This is one of those times where what 
you do can make a difference.”

In addition to the toolkit, Jer’s Vision 
is collaborating with organizations like the 
Ottawa International Sexual Orientation 
Gender Identities (SOGI) Rights Network 
to set up events designed to open up frank 
dialogue about the Russian law, what it 
could mean for the Sochi Games and Rus-

sian LGBT communities in the future.
“Ottawa is a fairly quiet, conserva-

tive town when it comes to political ac-
tion,” said Bruce Miller, one of the found-
ing members of the Ottawa International 
SOGI Rights Network. “Getting people to 
come out to something that is about poli-
tics, discuss the issues and be aware of 
it — that would be great.”

Dias said Jer’s Vision is choosing to 
take a stand against Russia’s gay propa-

ganda law without advocating a boycott of 
the upcoming Olympics.

“People are being discriminated 
against in ways that we, as Canadians, 
can’t imagine,” he said. “As an LGBTQ or-
ganization, we really hope that we can en-
gage the general public in raising aware-
ness.” §
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Wpg student’s business plan depends on appeal court ruling
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Jer’s Vision Sets Sights on Russia
Concerned about anti-LGBT sentiment in Russia? So are these guys

Kyle dArbyson, the fulcruM (u of o)

Saskatoon (cup) — Medical stu-

dents from across Canada have convened 
in Ottawa for the 10th annual Lobby Day 
to talk to members of Parliament about 
pressing health issues in Canadian soci-
ety.

This year the Canadian Federation of 
Medical Students (CFMS) — the organiza-
tion hosting the event — chose to focus on 
affordable housing and relief of federal 
student loan for medical students while in 
residency.

Over 70 students from Canada’s 17 
medical schools are meeting with around 
64 MPs on February 3rd to discuss these 

issues.
“I expect uniformly positive outcomes. 

We always receive a very welcome recep-
tion from the members of Parliament and 
the senators,” said Melanie Bechard, 
CFMS vice-president government affairs. 
She added that the CFMS hopes to see 
MPs write letters to ministers, the prime 
minister and their party leaders advocat-

ing on these issues.
“A lot of the time they are very ame-

nable to this and sometimes we’ve even 
had private members bills result from our 
advocacy efforts and prior Lobby Days,” 
Bechard said.

Bechard said the issues of student 
loan relief — continued on page 7

Med students head to Ottawa
Lobbying for relief of student loans and affordable housing

AnnA-lilJA dAWson (cup prAiries)
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are we missing something? have you got a story to tell?
post on our FaCebook page or tweet us at @Quillbu!

Op-Ed: Cafeteria Woes

A first-year student at BU has 

spoken out against the service and food of 
the cafeteria. Not a lot of surprise there. 

For the past several years, the on-
campus cafeteria has seen ups and downs 
in terms of service and quality of food. At 
the beginning of the year, both were slowly 
crawling back towards the light and now it 
seems these have taken another turn for 
the worse. 

The student, who requested not to be 
named, echoes the complaints of numer-
ous other people in residence. “I don’t feel 
that we have a viable alternative to the 
cafeteria. It’s this or Charlie Biggs’, and 
that is not any better.” 

Some of their complaints include sud-
den changes of menu and sudden chang-

es in operating hours. Two weeks ago, this 
student walked into the cafeteria at 6:20 
pm for dinner, only to be told that they 
were closing for the night. When pressed, 
the service staff stated that they were out 
of food. The hours posted for the cafeteria 
show that it is supposed to be open until 
seven. Unfortunately, many students work 
or have classes until well past that time. 

Also, in this reporter’s experience, 
while you may ask for the Value Special, 
you might be getting the regular, and much 
larger, menu item – and the price will dou-
ble, despite it not being what you asked 
for. Then you get the dubious honour of 
shilling out $9 for cold rice and chicken. 

According to our source, the food it-
self is not half bad. There are not, how-
ever, enough choices within the lower-
priced menu, and sometimes there are 

no healthy options at all. In terms of price, 
the menu bounces around wildly with 
prices that may not reflect what you get: 
for example, a very small bottle of Coke 
is three dollars, but you can buy a can for 
half of that price. 

Many students run out of money on 
their food cards before the end of the 
term.  As it stands right now, if you take 
the value choice for every single meal in 
the cafeteria, you will probably make it un-
til the end of the semester, though there is 
no guarantee. In fact, the smartest thing 
you could do is skip breakfast a few times, 
or just get toast most days in the same 
way this first year student does.  

This same student who gives voice to 
these problems went on to describe some 
strange things happening to his student 
food account.

“One day I asked for a receipt, [and] 
the following week the money [was] way 
down.  It dropped from six hundred to four 
hundred. I didn’t get an answer as to why 
or how this happened.” 

The money did roll over to the next se-
mester (something that Food Service has 
frequently warned in the past will not hap-
pen), but he is worried that this will hap-
pen again.

Solutions? A small grocery store on 
campus would help bring the cost of liv-
ing down.  Alternatively, word on the street 
is that Forbidden Flavours is a possible 
option, but it closes even earlier than the 
cafeteria. What the students really seem 
to want is a return to last year when their 
food cards could be used in SUDS. §

Our assistant editor takes the plunge

Alex MurrAy, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

Funding for BU

In overhearing and reading 
various comments about the university 
community this week, I’ve gotten the im-
pression that a lot of people do not know 
where BU gets its money.  This led to the 
unfortunate conclusion that Brandon Uni-
versity paid for last week’s night of erotic 
bingo, which is simply untrue.

Brandon University gets the majority 
of its income from the provincial govern-
ment.  The provincial government gets its 
money for universities through the Cana-
da Social Transfer from the national gov-
ernment.  The Canada Social Transfer is 
used to fund post-secondary education, 
social assistance and social services, 
early learning, and childcare.  The provin-
cial government receives the transfer and 
then decides how much of the transfer to 

allocate to different areas.
In Manitoba, money from the transfer 

earmarked for post-secondary education 
is filtered through a body called the Coun-
cil on Post-Secondary Education (COPSE).  
COPSE is the provincial government agen-
cy that doles out money to institutions, 
acting as an intermediary between the 
provincial government and post-second-
ary institutions.  They award the money 
in for form of a block grant which assists 
with regular operating expenditures, as 
well as three envelopes: the Strategic Pro-
gram Envelope, the System Restructuring 
Envelope, and the Capital Envelope.

The Capital Envelope is used for ma-
jor capital projects, such as building the 
Healthy Living Centre.  The Strategic Pro-
gramming Envelope is used to support 
operating costs of new programs.  When 
you hear that Brandon University has sub-
mitted a proposal and is waiting to hear 

about how much money they will receive 
from the government, they are waiting to 
hear about money from this envelope.  
The System Restructuring Envelope was 
created to address one-time costs, such 
as technology changes.

Roughly 80% of BU’s operating reve-
nue comes from grants from the provincial 
government.  About 16% more comes from 
tuition and other related fees.  The remain-
der is made up by other miscellaneous 
sources, including donations.  Some fees 
are earmarked for certain things, such as 
the Copyright Fee and the Fitness Fee.  
There are also fees collected on behalf of 
the Brandon University Students’ Union, 
as voted on by students, including BUSU 
fees, CFS fees, the U-Pass fee, and health 
and dental fees.  The KDC also collects a 
building fund levy, which goes toward the 
operational expenses and maintenance of 
the building.  

Brandon University relies significant-
ly on provincial grants for its operation.  
Some universities, such as the University 
of Toronto are now less than 50% govern-
ment funded, which technically means 
they are no longer a “public university” 
but are now a “publically-assisted univer-
sity”.  Most of BU’s budget is used for sal-
aries and benefits for employees, mean-
ing there is not much room left for other 
things: hence many of BU’s problems with 
course offerings, aging infrastructure, and 
problems replacing faculty members.

Still curious where the money for the 
Erotic Bingo night came from?  That would 
be the Brandon University Students’ 
Union, indirectly through the funding they 
give to the BU Women’s Collective, which 
they can provide due to student fees paid 
directly to them by students. §

Just who pays for Erotic Bingo?

cArissA tAylor, senior reporter
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and affordable housing are country-wide 
problems.

“I think that they are relevant for all 
provinces across the country to some de-
gree,” Bechard said. “In terms of home-
lessness, it’s such an ubiquitous problem 
across canada… There’s no province or 
territory that can say that they don’t strug-
gle in finding safe accommodation for 
their residents.”

However, Bechard said that students 
from Quebec schools are likely to focus 

more on housing than on loan relief be-
cause they have different programs than 
Canada Student Loans.

Jessie Harris, a medical student from 
the University of Saskatchewan, said re-
cent cutbacks on affordable housing pro-
grams will have detrimental health effects 
on Canadian society and are the root of 
many social issues.

“Frequent users of our emergency 
rooms — a lot of those have to do with dif-
ferent social issues,” Harris said. “They 

are repeatedly coming into the ERs and 
that certainly is a strain on our health care 
system.”

Relief of federal student loans is an 
approach to reinforce the Rural Physician 
Incentive — a program that pays practicing 
physicians $5,000 a year, up to $40,000 
for practicing in a rural or remote area.

Jon Herriot, a medical student at the 
University of Saskatchewan, said rural in-
centives are ineffective because students 
choose to pay off their loans with a line of 

credit while they are in residency instead 
of accumulating interest.

“I think they tried to address the is-
sue of recruitment and retention for phy-
sicians in rural areas, their intention was 
there but because of the differing inter-
est rates between the loan and the line 
of credit, students have just found a way 
to pay off their loan quicker and cheaper,” 
Herriot said. §

Med students head to Ottawa
Continued from sixth page



Ask Miss Q 
Q:

Dear Miss Q,

I can’t sleep. I keep tossing and turning 
and stressing out about classes and life.  
What do I do?  I’m so tired.

Sincerely,
Falling Asleep in Class

A:

Dear Falling Asleep,

Falling asleep can be really difficult when 
you’re stressed out, no matter what you’re 
stressing about.  A few pointers:

Start a bedtime routine. Turn off any 
screens half an hour before you try to 
sleep; read a book instead, or journal, or 
make a snack and eat it, then brush your 
teeth.  Getting into a routine like this will 
help signal your brain that it’s time to shut 
down for the night.

When you’re in bed, thinking about repeti-
tive things can help you nod off: this is 
where counting sheep comes from. You 
can also try alphabetizing lists, or count-
ing how many seconds each breath takes.

Good luck!
Miss Q

Do you have a question for Miss Q? Email 
it to us at missq@thequill.ca.
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Quill Classifieds  Need a new desk? Of course you do!
Pick up a gently-used desk from The Quill offices 
for only $20 each!  You move them, though.  
We might help if you smile. 

We want you!
If you like to write, take pictures, or draw things, 
you should work for The Quill!  Email us at eic@thequill.ca!

 
Do you have something to sell? Are you a student?

Then The Quill has a solution for you!
Classified ads are free for students up to 30 words!  (Textbook ads can be longer.)


