
Joel Springer, the man on track 

to become our next BUSU President, sat 
down with the Quill for an interview. This 
is his sixth year at BU, and he is about to 
graduate with a double honours major in 
history and political science. To round this 
out a bit, he will no doubt be taking some 
courses next year around his presidency.

The Quill: What are your goals in the next 
year?
Joel Springer: There are a few things. I 
want to work on a permanent solution to 
the SUDS issue. If I could increase com-
munication with them, perhaps it would 
be easier to meet their needs. The SUDS 
referendum, which I support, could also 
help this. I also would like to increase li-
brary hours, increase club funding, and of 
course fight voter apathy. 

TQ: How would you accomplish this?
JS: I would take the time and effort to get 
out there and make sure people are in-

formed. I am just going to hammer 
away at it until it is fixed.
TQ: How will you be campaigning?
JS: I am currently making posters 
and buttons for my campaign. They 
should be ready to go next week. I 
also want to tell everyone I meet to 
get out and vote.

TQ: What is the biggest problem you 
think you will face?
JS: Finding people to fill some of the 
empty positions like the Vice Presi-
dent Internal. There could be a delay 
doing this just because there is no 
one interested. The learning curve 
will slow down my process too: there 
is a lot to know when you are work-
ing with the administration. I will hit 
the ground running in September to 
try and use the time as effectively 
as possible. 

TQ: When did you get involved with 
BUSU?
JS: I started my first year of school in 2008. 
In 2010, I was the Arts Commissioner, 

then on the Senate, the KDC board, and  
then the Residence Council for Darrach 
Hall. 

TQ: What are your thoughts on improving 

the cafeteria?
JS: There were some interesting 
ideas presented at the forum [this 
week]. The administration that was 
there listened to the students and 
seemed receptive to the ideas. We 
will keep trying. 

TQ: What are your thoughts on 
what BUSU has been doing for the 
past year?
JS: The services they have provided 
are very important. Even just the 
cheap printing and the health and 
dental go a long way.  

Joel Springer and the Quill would 
like to encourage you to get out 
and vote next week. Be part of the 
solution and take an active role in 
how this University is run. §
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Take one soapbox, apply daily

Joel Springer For President
Alex MurrAy, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

Busu elections are approaching 
there are only a few days left before the 
advanced polls on Wednesday March 5th 
and the regular polls on March 10th and 
11th. So, who are you voting for? Before 
heading to the polls it’s important for ev-
eryone to educate themselves about the 
candidates to make an informed deci-
sion. 

This year there were few nomina-
tions and most of the positions have only 
a single candidate in the running. Among 
the few contested positions is vice presi-
dent external, and the two candidates in 
the running for the upcoming election are 
Amanda Beaulieu and Sandra Mutasa. 

Sandra Mutasa is running in the BUSU 
elections for the first time. She is an inter-
national student taking Business Admin-

istration, and she is the Project 
Manager for Enactus Brandon. We had 
the opportunity — continued on page 2

AMber schroeder

VPE campaign... to the death!

Amanda Beaulieu vs. Sandra Mutasa

One of three contested positions 

in the upcoming BUSU election is the po-
sition of Vice-President External, and can-
didate Amanda Beaulieu is ready to intro-
duce change if elected. Currently in her 
third year of studies in a three-year Bache-
lor of Arts degree, and actively involved in 
various groups on campus, including the 
Psychology Club and Varsity Christian Fel-
lowship, Beaulieu plans on entering the 
Department of Education. The Quill had 
the chance to talk with candidate Amanda 
Beaulieu on what she would like to see 
happen in BUSU and across campus.

The Quill: What would you plan to do if you 
became Vice-President External?
Amanda Beaulieu: If I am elected to be 
the VPE I would like to host monthly, if 

not bi-weekly, events around the campus 
for students. I would like to have some 
comedians come in, motivational speak-
ers, silly and fun games as a means of de-
stressing.

TQ: What events would you like to see in-
troduced to the university in the coming 
school year?
AB: I know that I had fun and learned 
plenty at the trivia nights put on in SUDS, 
and I would try to do them more often 
for those interested. I also would plan on 
making a short questionnaire as to what 
BU students would want to see happen 
around campus in regards to events, what 
exactly would appeal to them, everyone 
is different, but I’m sure I can manage to 
do events everyone could enjoy. I would 
make it out to club meetings at least once 
a month for all the clubs, taking in any in-

holly KAlyniuK
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Correction: The photo of Dr. Lynn Mackay 
in last week’s issue was by Glen Kirby, not 
Carissa Taylor.
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The Quill@quillbu

Q: My partner decided to start exer-

cising a while ago, and he enjoys riding the 
bike at the gym.  Recently he has noticed 
some difficulties with his erections.  He is 
wondering if this is caused by the biking, 
because he sometimes feels numb be-
tween his legs.  It seems this happens after 
he rides three or four days in a row.  Could 
the biking be causing his erection prob-
lems?  Will this be a permanent problem?

A: The problem causing  the numb-

ness may not be the actual bike riding: it 
may be the seat and how your partner sits 
on it.  Both men and women can experi-
ence numbness in the perineum area (the 
part of the body between the legs).  Men 

can also have numbness in the testicles 
and/or the penis.   

The first thing the experts would tell 
your partner to try is adjusting the position 
of his bicycle seat.  Tilting the nose of the 
seat down or lowering the height of the seat 
will help relieve the pressure.  The shape of 
the bicycle seat can also help relieve numb-
ness and prevent the development of more 
serious problems.  

There is some disagreement among 
researchers and cyclists about which seat 
shape is the best.  Some options are seats 
with the middle cut out, noseless seats, gel 
seats, or wide cushioned seats. Your part-
ner may need to do some research to find 
the seat that works best for him.  Is there 
more than one seat option available at the 
gym?

There are many other possible causes 

of his erection difficulties and he should 
discuss this with his doctor.  There are men 
of all ages who report difficulties with erec-
tions which they believe are the result of 
their cycling. Something else that can im-
prove his comfort is moving around regular-
ly to shift the pressure points.  For example, 
standing occasionally relieves the pressure 
on the genital area and gets a different set 
of muscles working. §

Check out our website at www.serc.mb.ca, 
or visit our office at 161 8th Street. Be sure 
to like us on Facebook too. 

The information provided in this article is 
not intended as medical advice.  Should 
you have any questions, please contact 
your health care provider. 

SERC 101: Is Biking Causing You ... Problems?
SERC gives us the skinny on biking and erectile dysfunction

Kerri Judd, serc

Questions?
Comments?
Find this

artiCle

and more

at 
theQuill.Ca!

News – 2Mutasa vs. Beaulieu
Continued from front page

to interview her to find what her ideas and 
goals are for Brandon University.

The Quill: What made you decide to run for 
vice president external in this upcoming 
election?
Sandra Mutasa: It’s something that I’ve al-
ways wanted to do, and as an International 
student I felt certain groups were under-
represented in BUSU. So I am running this 
year to be the voice of those groups. I also 
think that I will add some diversity to BUSU. 
Diversity is always a good thing: it ensures 
a continuous flow of fresh ideas.

TQ: What do you think is the most important 
role of the VPE?

SM: The most important role of the VPE is to 
bridge the gap between BUSU and students 
at large. One of my objectives if I am elected 
is to create a strong liaison between BUSU 
and student clubs. I hope to increase BUSU 
support to clubs, to improve services and 
ensure that all clubs have the benefits of 
achieving club status and promotion.

TQ: What do you want to see change?
SM: BUSU has been stagnant over the years. 
Every election candidates make promises 
and at the end of the year we hardly see 
results. This year is going to be different: in 
addition to this I would like to see a change 
in the amount of student involvement and 
input in BUSU events. Hopefully this will 
raise the overall school spirit!

TQ: What will be your biggest challenge?
SM: My biggest challenge will have to be 
picking up additional duties if no one wish-
es to be appointed the VPI position. Also 
just getting to know everybody and making 
the connections necessary to make these 
initiatives successful! This is my first year 

running, and it will be a learning experience 
for me!

TQ: Why are you the best candidate for the 
job?
SM: Brandon University is made up of stu-
dents from all around Canada and all over 
the world, and as an international student 
I feel like I am the right person to be the 
voice all of their concerns. I want to bring 
new ideas and a new perspective to the 
table!

TQ: What are the most important concerns 
for students in this upcoming election?
SM: One of the most important issues for 
students is the fact that we will be having 
a new BU president this upcoming school 
year. Another is seeing tuition increases at 
the rate of inflation or higher. We need to 
take action and campaign for tuition freez-
es for all students including international. 
We want our university to reflect the fact 
that we support affordable post-secondary 
education initiatives and need to realize 
that student debt is a national concern. 
Also some other major concerns for stu-
dents this upcoming year is the renegotia-
tions for the U-Pass, which is important for 
students. The financial situation for SUDS 
is also a concern. They have been losing 
money since the university limited the use 
of resident food cards in SUDS.

TQ: What do you hope to achieve?
SM: I hope to make waves in our fight for 
the elimination of interest on student loans 
as well the regulation of international stu-
dents’ tuition fees! No one should have to 
pay an arm and leg for education! §

Have questions for the candidates?  Com-
ment on our Facebook page, or on this ar-
ticle on our website, TheQuill.ca!

formation or questions they would have and 
helping them solve conflicts in regards to 
club stuff.

TQ: What do you currently dislike about BU 
that you’d like to change?
AB: I currently dislike the lack of events 
around the campus, and how poorly they 
were put on this year. I would try to make 
sure the events I would host appealed to the 
student and faculty body, and were at rea-
sonable times during the days. §



The referendum on March 5th, 10th 

and 11th will include a proposed levy fee 
of $10 a year per student to benefit SUDS. 
This $10 would be added to the tuition 
fees for each term. 

SUDS has declared the money would 
be used for various repair and equipment 
upgrade work, including purchasing a new 
stove and new furniture. The purpose of 
this levy fee is essentially an attempt to 
save SUDS. 

If students vote yes on this ballot, 
then next September, this fee will be im-
plemented. The past few years have been 
a financial struggle for them; they have 
gone bankrupt and gained bad credit in 
the process of trying to keep their doors 
open. The Quill spoke with SUDS’ General 
Manager, Karla Voth, to gain some further 
insight.

The Quill: Explain the SUDS referendum 
question and what would be done with the 
money if the students vote yes.
Karla Voth: Unfortunately the referendum 
question does not state at all what the 
money would be used for, where it is go-
ing, why we’re asking for students to give 
it us. I’ve been putting together posters 
explaining what it is about. I also put to-
gether a campaign committee to convince 
students that they should vote yes. The 
money we would get from the levy would 
be $10 a student. Assuming there are 
about 2500 students enrolled in BU, give 
or take, [that] would be $25,000 dollars 
we would get, just like that. 

With that money we would be able 
to do upgrades, such as the kitchen: we 
need to upgrade to a new stove and a 
stove costs $8,000, installation’s another 
$1,000, and the safety feature is about 
$10,000. The first year would be getting a 
new stove. The second year would be up-
grading the bar: our pop gun explodes and 

makes a mess – also [we need to make 
sure] the draft system works properly. 
We are also looking into fixing the acous-
tics because we have live bands and it is 
really loud sometimes. The booths and 
couches also need to be upgraded. With 
these upgrades the students can get the 
bar they want and that they deserve. We 
could basically have a brand new SUDS in 
three years.

TQ: Have you considered doing a fundrais-
er instead?
KV: We’ve tried, we’ve done socials. I al-
ways try to do live entertainment: the door 
cost usually [goes] to us, but it is not do-
ing as well as we hoped. 
Not enough students are 
showing up to those so-
cials, and once you pay 
for staff, booze and the 
DJ, at the end of the day 
we’re not putting much of 
it aside. 

Then we thought we 
could get a loan, but un-
fortunately because we 
are partially incorporated 
through BUSU, which is 
not a business, we can’t 
apply for a loan. As well, 
we were bankrupt up until 
last year, so we don’t have 
good enough credit to get 
a loan. We’ve kind of been 
stuck in a really hard spot. 

The levy is kind of 
our only option. If the levy 
gets voted down, we have 
to go back to the drawing 
board to see if there is 
anything else we can do. 
If we don’t do something 
we are going to get to the 
point where we won’t be 
able to operate. I would re-
ally like for the students to 
decide, even if it is a no, I 

would just like to know that the students 
decided that.

TQ: Do you think students will want to 
pay for an upgrade or even to keep SUDS 
around?
KV: Personally, I’d like to think that they 
would be willing to help invest in us, know-
ing that it would keep us open. It’s another 
option of food for them, even without the 
meal plan, it’s somewhere else to be on 
campus. In all honesty, I couldn’t see one 
way or another. I know there are a handful 
of students who would be happy to throw 
us a ten dollar bill, and then there are 
students that don’t know we exist, who 

couldn’t be bothered, they walk by every-
day but never step foot inside. I get it, I 
mean $10 is $10, but then again what’s 
another $10 on already $8,000 tuition?

TQ: Why do you think SUDS is important 
to have on campus?
KV: We are something different. We are 
different from the cafeteria: we offer dif-
ferent items and different hours. It’s a 
hang-out spot and we are open during the 
evenings. If you just want to unwind, or 
even celebrate a birthday, you don’t have 
to go far. We bring in entertainment that 
is recommended by students, as well. It’s 
a place for — continued on page 6

On February 25th, the BUASC Candi-

dates had a debate, but not the usual kind.  
Most of the candidates were not present 
for the debate.  The major runners though 
were present.  Harley Murdoch says, “we 
have come together today to begin form-
ing a platform for what we want to do if 
elected into the positions we are running 
for.” Harley is campaigning to become the 
President of BUASC. 

Shelby Tobacco, who is also running 
for President, as well as social coordinator 
and public relations, also has great ideas 
for the upcoming year if elected. She be-
lieves that, “we need to have a social func-

tion for all the new aboriginal students 
coming to campus, because sometimes it 
can be scary for them.  If we had a social 
event, it would initiate conversation and 
the freshmen wouldn’t feel like they are 
alone culture-wise.”

Jill Vanderheiden, who is running 
for Treasurer, wants to start up a book-
ing system for all the current and past fi-
nancial statements. “I’ve noticed that we 
just have a ton of statements on financial 
expenses but they aren’t very organized.  
Therefore, if elected I would be working on 
a bookkeeping system to make everything 
run smoothly.” 

Due to the lack of candidates, the 
debate only lasted ten minutes, though 

many good ideas were brought forth. §

The candidates running for BUASC are:
President
 Harley Murdock
 Adrienne Thomas
 Shelby Tobacco
Vice President
 Jocelyn Myran
 Donna Henderson
 Natasha Marion
 Shaun Assiniboine
 Natasha Genereux
Secretary
 Donna Henderson
 Natasha Marion

Treasurer 
 Jill Vanderheiden
Social Coordinator
 Donna Henderson
 Adrienne Thomas
 Shelby Tobacco
Student Representative
 Brigitte Antsanen
 Jocelyn Myran
 Shaun Assiniboine
Public Relations
 Krystle McKay
 Shelby Tobacco
 Clayton Bird
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of his erection difficulties and he should 
discuss this with his doctor.  There are men 
of all ages who report difficulties with erec-
tions which they believe are the result of 
their cycling. Something else that can im-
prove his comfort is moving around regular-
ly to shift the pressure points.  For example, 
standing occasionally relieves the pressure 
on the genital area and gets a different set 
of muscles working. §

Check out our website at www.serc.mb.ca, 
or visit our office at 161 8th Street. Be sure 
to like us on Facebook too. 

The information provided in this article is 
not intended as medical advice.  Should 
you have any questions, please contact 
your health care provider. 

News – 3BUASC Candidates Debate
Who knew there were other elections besides BUSU?

Whitney hodgins

SUDS Referendum Upcoming
Why does SUDS want $10 from you?

shelby steele



Students gathered on February 

28th for the Gender Frontier Speaker se-
ries introducing Michael Graydon. Graydon 
was an activist for 10 years before going 
back to school.  He is currently getting a 
doctorate in social movement in organiza-
tions of gay rights activism. His presenta-
tion, “Outstanding in Their Field: Gays of 
Ottawa 1971-1985” is about the oldest 
gay organization in Canada.  

Graydon’s study is based on Pierre 
Bourdieu’s method of social theory. Gray-
don wanted to find out how this organiza-
tion was so successful, and what exactly 
they did. He started his research by talk-
ing to board members of Gays of Ottawa 
(GO) and searching through the archives. 
He found that in the beginning, GO start-
ed out very quiet and wanting to be left 
alone.  Later, they got more radical and 
liberationist, which brought about the cre-
ation of the GO newsletter which turned 
into a tabloid in 1982. Their main goals 
were to provide gays with social opportuni-
ties by providing gay bars, social services 
and political action. 

But how did GO pull it all off?  “Most of 
the members worked for the government,” 
stated Graydon, “and they would use the 

government’s photocopiers to print out 
fliers and the GO newsletter.” It is worth 
mentioning that lesbians became more 
involved in the early 1980s.

Later, the Pink Triangle Services were 
created to work more on social services 
and education, leaving GO to focus more 
on the tabloid and to focus on the political 
action needed to improve living conditions 
for gays and lesbians. 

Unfortunately GO wouldn’t last forev-
er.  After the Pink Triangle Services took 
over, GO declined quickly and by 1995, 
GO ceased to exist. Unfortunately, PTS is 
beginning to see a decline, much like GO 
did in its final years of business. 
Graydon brought many good things to this 
presentation, such as personal experienc-
es between him and the board members 
he interviewed, and his discovery of boxes 
of archived paperwork. Along the way he 
tossed in some jokes which made the 
whole room laugh and giggle. Overall, an 
excellent and informative presentation. §

On february 26th, the Brandon Uni-

versity Anti-Bullying Society (BUABS) un-
veiled a blanket at the provincial legisla-
ture, complete with over 7000 signatures, 
on a national 
anti-bullying 
awareness 
day.  Pink 
Shirt Day, 
started by 
high school 
students in 
Nova Scotia, 
is a show of 
support for 
those who 
are bullied, 
as well as 
a call to ac-
tion.  High 
school students, university students, com-
munity members, and politicians attended 
the event at the legislature, all dressed in 
pink.

Krystal Kayne is on the executive of 
BUABS, and with the help of other mem-
bers, has spearheaded this initiative.  
BUABS is once again a BUSU-recognized 
club, after recently having their club status 

revoked because one of the club’s contact 
members had graduated.  Club status al-
lows the group to apply for funding, which 
helps pay for materials and travel to Win-
nipeg.  

The anti-bullying club was originally 
aiming for 
a small 
b l a n k e t , 
but it has 
surpassed 
their expec-
tations and 
is now large 
e n o u g h 
to cover a 
school bus.  
The club 
has had 
s t u d e n t s 
and com-

munity members sign the blanket, includ-
ing politicians like Premier Greg Selinger 
and Liberal leader Justin Trudeau.  

Of the event, Kayne said, “it really was 
an honour to be there and to represent BU 
and those that are supportive of the mes-
sage behind the blanket”.  She says that 
the club is currently looking into the pos-
sibility of getting the blanket to Parliament 
Hill in Ottawa in April in hopes of spread-
ing their message even further. §
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It went to the Leg, and now it might go to Parliament!
Anti-Bullying Blanket Update Features – 3

Photo credit Krystal Kayne.

Whitney hodgins

Talking about the Gays of Ottawa
Gender Frontiers



government’s photocopiers to print out 
fliers and the GO newsletter.” It is worth 
mentioning that lesbians became more 
involved in the early 1980s.

Later, the Pink Triangle Services were 
created to work more on social services 
and education, leaving GO to focus more 
on the tabloid and to focus on the political 
action needed to improve living conditions 
for gays and lesbians. 

Unfortunately GO wouldn’t last forev-
er.  After the Pink Triangle Services took 
over, GO declined quickly and by 1995, 
GO ceased to exist. Unfortunately, PTS is 
beginning to see a decline, much like GO 
did in its final years of business. 
Graydon brought many good things to this 
presentation, such as personal experienc-
es between him and the board members 
he interviewed, and his discovery of boxes 
of archived paperwork. Along the way he 
tossed in some jokes which made the 
whole room laugh and giggle. Overall, an 
excellent and informative presentation. §
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Features – 5

Laughter filled the Evans Theatre 

on February 27th, kicking off a performance 
directed and produced by BU’s James For-
sythe.  Cocktails at Pam’s, a play written in 
1982 by Stewart Lemoine, made its debut 
in 1982 in the Edmonton Fringe Festival. 
For many of the performers in this produc-
tion, this is their first time on a stage, and 
they did an excellent job! 

The play takes place in the home of 
Pam and her husband Julius (Crystal Re-
imer and Taylor Sukut), who are getting 
ready for a cocktail party. Rita (Jessica 
Quennelle) is on her first day working for 
Pam and Julius. Cynthia Dallas (Milaine 
Lacerte) is an actress from New York who 
is the talk of the party.  Leon (Trevor McIn-
tyre) is Pam’s brother, who has a secret 
crush on Cynthia.  Sara and Virgil (Nata-
lie Pegus and Avery Lockert) are a mar-
ried couple who look to be in an unhappy 
marriage, but which in fact is quite lively. 
Max and Denise (Jonathan Baker and Erin 
Stitt) are also a married couple who seem, 
at first, very quiet and laid back.  Lilly (Cor-
tney Prytula) is a friend of Pam’s, who 
brings a stranger to the party – Estelle (Al-
exandra Vivier-Hannay), who has a secret 
hatred for green peppers. 

Throughout the play, Pam tries her 
best to help her guests enjoy the party. 
During the party, she snaps from the pres-
sure.  After uttering belligerent nonsense 
and scaring her guests while threatening 
her brother with a chair, she takes Sara 
and runs outside.  Sara returns to say that 
Pam jumped over a fence, rolled down a 
hill, and waved a truck down and got into 
it: “She’s gone.  She’s not dead, but she’s 
gone.”  

Everyone then continues with the 
cocktail party: Virgil and Sara begin mak-
ing out behind the couch; Leon and Cyn-
thia hit it off; Julius goes to cheer Rita up 
and she passes out drunk, and so on, and 

so forth…
Cocktails at Pam’s is 

a play that really brings a 
touch of ‘reality’ to a univer-
sity student’s life.  With the 
stress of going to classes, 
doing assignments and es-
says, it’s a wonder how we 
don’t just snap, like Pam. 
But it also shows that re-
gardless of the stress you 
face, you will always have 
friends and family around 
you to support you.  Overall, 
it was a great performance 
by the students and For-
sythe picked an excellent 
play for them to perform. 
If you didn’t see it, you 
missed out! §

Whitney hodgins

Let us tell you what you missed out on
Cocktails at Pam’s

the Quill

Will be holding its
annual General meetinG,
open to All bu students,

on marCh 11th at 12.30 pm

in suds! Free Food!
get involved!
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students to not worry about money and 
grades, and just relax.

TQ: Do you think SUDS would do better in 
a location off campus?
KV: If it was a business not directly target-
ing students, definitely. If we were just a 
regular bar, like the Double Decker, or the 
Dock, or Joe Beevers, then yes. We would 
be owned and operated by one person, 
and that person would have the [final] say 
in everything we do – whereas here, we 
are [governed] by representations of the 
whole school. 

If we were off campus we wouldn’t 
have to worry about any of this, but then 
again, maybe we wouldn’t be in business 
because there are so many places like it. 

I like being on the university campus be-
cause we can have a special target for 
the students. It was put together by the 
student union back in 1987; it was their 
“baby”. If you move it off campus than it 
wouldn’t really be for the students any-
more. If anyone has any questions, they 
are welcome to talk to me. 

While Karla makes a satisfying case 
for her argument, ultimately it is the stu-
dents’ decision. There are students who 
do spend time at SUDS and would like to 
keep it open, but it seems that there are 
not many of those students.  In asking 
some students, who live on- and off-cam-
pus, how they felt about this proposed levy 
fee, the responses seemed quite similar. 

Although we were not able to ask ev-
ery student their opinion on the subject, 
the attitude we have received so far about 
the referendum question was generally 
consistent. It seems most students do not 
even go to SUDS, and would not want to 
pay more for school. While they recognize 
that $10 is not a massive amount of mon-
ey, they still would want put $10 to use 
elsewhere that could benefit them in a 
more essential way. In addition, students 
do not seem to care if SUDS stays open 
or closes down. One student, Steven Pat-
terson said what most people said to me, 
“I never go to SUDS” and when asked if he 
would vote yes on the referendum ques-
tion he replied, “Hell no, I’d rather not pay 
$10 extra.” Another student said that the 

service at SUDS takes an unnecessarily 
long time, and that is why he does not go 
there either. 

The referendum must have at least 
10% of students that vote on the ques-
tion, whether they say yes or no, for it 
to be considered. That is, if the majority 
votes yes but less than 10% of students 
voted, it is an automatic no. If 10% of stu-
dents vote and the majority of them voted 
yes than the question will be taken into 
effect. 

Vote on March 5th, 10th or 11th to give 
your opinion on the referendum question 
proposed by SUDS.  §

SUDS Referendum Upcoming
Continued from second page News – 6

According to the Arts Office of 

Brandon University, Professor Blaikie will 
be retiring in August of this year. After a ca-
reer spanning decades, he will be finished 
teaching his beloved English Literature 
classes. Many of his students will miss his 
idiosyncrasies and relaxed classes. The 
Shakespeare class, especially, will not be 
the same without him. 

However, this means that a new posi-
tion will open at BU. A tenure-track posi-
tion, the job prized most in academia, will 
be opened up to the public, and applicants 
have until October to apply. Because of 
how rare this opportunity is, the adminis-
tration is likely to see anywhere from 30 to 
100 applicants from across Canada. Ap-
plicants will typically have critical success 
in teaching, scholarship, research, and 
in building a solid community in a univer-
sity – to say nothing of the quality of your 
published works…and a Ph.D.  All these 
requirements are outlined in BUFA’s Col-
lective Agreement in article 8.2. 

This is not a task to be taken lightly.

If accepted, the applicant has a five-
year term to further develop their career 
as a professor. In the final part of this term, 
they are required to apply for the tenure 
track position, where they will be further 
scrutinized. There are several steps to 
this, not the least of which is gaining ap-
proval from the tenure committee at our 
school, and having no less than 15 people 
approve the appointment to this position. 
Administrative red tape gets everywhere. 

If they push through this step, then 
they are well on your way to the final goal 
of actually becoming a tenured professor. 
Only about five of these positions open up 
every year across the whole country, and 
competition is fierce. If this is your disci-
pline, the Quill wishes you luck and hopes 
that you will be an informed and learned 
professor.  Good luck! §

The End of an Era
And therefore, the beginning of a new one

Alex MurrAy, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

For nearly a year, Krystal Kayne 

has been trying to cordon off some space 
on campus for student parents to use. A 
request was made to both BUSU and Dr. 
Poff last winter, and again in the fall of 
2013. This still-hypothetical place would 
be somewhere a parent could bring their 
child, so that they could get their studying 
done without disturbing other students. 
The campus layout makes this quest for 
space time-consuming and painful. There 
is a lot of red tape to get through.

Many people agree that this needs to 
be addressed, and so Krystal is not giving 
up. 

She hasn’t heard anything about the 
club space yet, but she has been told that 

the librarian is working towards achieving 
this goal.

The biggest challenge has been the 
limited amount of space on campus. Get-
ting a permanently-assigned area is a 
rarity, unless there is a built-in spot such 
as the Bit Cave for Computer Science 
students. According to Krystal, “There 
are no stats as to how many parents (or 
children) need and would use the space.” 
This makes it even more difficult to get ap-
proval. 

Dr. Poff, Scott Lamont and Tom Brophy 
have been extremely supportive of Krys-
tal’s mission. The BUSU VPIs (Raymond, 
last year, and Matt, this year) have done 
their part for the past two years. This 
does not just affect Krystal, however. 
Matt May, our current Vice President In-
ternal, told the Quill that PSAC also does 
not have space to meet or organize. In 
addition to these clubs, our campus is 
missing a permanent meditation space 
for religious purposes, which should be 
looked into as well.  

In pursuit of this goal, Krystal has 
had a survey on the BUSU webpage for 
over a year, attempting to get more con-
crete stats. Fifty people have responded 
and that is just not enough yet. Some of 
these people are the parents that have 
been asking the administration for the 
space for quite a while. Others are just 
looking for more support for parents. 

So, if you are a student with chil-
dren, get on the website and fill in the 
survey. Be part of the solution. §

Club Space (or a Lack Thereof)
The quest for a place to call home

Alex MurrAy, AssistAnt editor-in-chief
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The election is fast approaching: 
less than a week away. The candidates 
are off and running in their respective 
campaigns (sort of) and now is a good 
time to look back and see how the past 

year has been for our Union. 
As per every year, the staple ser-

vices have and will always be felt in the 
school. They provide printing services that 
are cheaper than anywhere else. BUSU 
also provides the U-Pass for city buses, 
our health and dental plan, and the food 

bank. These are always in the background 
of our school: a safety net, if you will. 

But that is the background. Some stu-
dents are not satisfied with this status quo. 
You might even want to say they want this 
quo to be a little less static. One student, 
Sherri, said that “Nothing changes, so it is 

hard to measure what they 
do.” This seems to be a 
fair outlook. It would either 
take a lot more money, or a 
lot less, for anything dras-
tic to occur and therefore 
be seen. 

Other students are 
quite happy with how BUSU 
is performing. The Brandon 
University Gaming Associa-
tion has received help get-
ting rooms for their many 
events and are grateful 
for it. A few others strayed 
more towards the nega-
tive, saying that “BUSU is 
a useless club of friends 
that are just punching a 
ticket”.  Ouch. 

Most of the students 
seem to fall somewhere in 
the middle: blissfully un-
aware of what BUSU does 
or how they do it. 

Asking BUSU directly 
showed something quite 
different. According to 
Matt May, our Vice Presi-
dent Internal, BUSU has 
not only been providing es-
sential services, but they 

have also been helping students on an 
individual basis. He, for instance, will help 
guide you through the administrative pro-
cess to make grade appeals on papers or 
exams, and he has restructured the bud-
get so that it is more user-friendly. 

President Stephanie Bachewich had 
even more to say. “We’ve developed a lot 
more resources and records so the next 
administration has less of a learning curve 
to fight through.” She also added that big 
events like Rock the Block have legal and 
administrative red tape to cut through, and 
this year’s BUSU has designed a guide to 
help in this process. 

In the next few months, BUSU will 
have a few more events for us to partake 
in. A “Defrost” social is being planned, 
along with a multicultural week, around 
the end of March. A science fundraiser 
will come soon after to raise money for 
some new equipment. What would help 
even more is being able to hold another 
AGM for long enough to decide on some 
pressing issues. §
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BUSU: A Year in Reflection
And depending where you are, refraction

Alex MurrAy, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

Opinion – 7

Earlier last week, The Quill sat 

down with Mr. Giggles McFancypants to 
discuss the upcoming BUSU election and 
his contentious place in it.
Due to McFancypants’s non-student sta-
tus, Returning Officer Marian Ojealaro 
denied his application as presidential 
candidate. But the feisty feline is hardly 
discouraged, and through his “Press Paws 
on Political Corruption” campaign, revo-
lutionary platform, and popular acclaim, 
he hopes to make a difference in student 
politics around the election this year. 

The Quill: Good morning, Mr. McFancy-
pants. Before we begin, I’d like to thank 
you for participating in this interview amid 
your busy schedule.
Giggles McFancypants: Meeeeeeoow.

TQ: Even if you are not technically running 
in the election, you’ve promised to lobby 
for your platform promises to reduce ro-

dent numbers around an ever-aging cam-
pus and install milk drinking fountains 
nonetheless. It’s rumoured that the uni-
versity administration is excited by the 
idea of the university potentially becoming 
milk carton-free as well as water bottle-
free, though Food Services is less thrilled. 
While this is all very exciting, what else do 
you plan to push for?
GM: Meee-rrreow.

TQ: I see.  The change you wish to create 
comes with a significant economic burden. 
Even though you publicly denounced an 
increase in student fees, won’t additional 
finances be needed in order to make ev-
ery building on campus cat-accessible 
and to represent your species fairly within 
the student government through the cre-
ation of a separate Director of Felines po-
sition?
GM: Mrrrrw meow. [confidently purring]

TQ: You mentioned earlier that the un-
fortunate mishap surrounding last year’s 
election voting process, as well as the 

extreme voter and student apathy, had a 
significant impact on your wish to run for 
president, in addi-
tion to completely 
altering your career 
path. Tell me a bit 
about what hap-
pened.
GM: Meow.

TQ: A cat of few 
words, but truly in-
spiring nonetheless. 
Moving on to bigger 
issues: the future of 
SUDS has remained 
questionable since 
the strike of 2011-
2012, and in light of 
even more cutbacks 
to its hours of opera-
tion, things aren’t looking up. What do you 
want to do in order to ensure SUDS can 
generate ample profit and eventually reas-
sume a prominent role in campus life?
GM: Errmerrrwww mrr mew merrrow.

TQ: [laughter] Having said that, your pres-
ence on campus will be radical in itself. 

How will it impact the di-
versity present at BU, as 
well as the university’s 
pride in its liberal ac-
ceptance? Is there any 
way that can potentially 
stimulate more than 6% 
of the student body to 
participate in this year’s 
election, and become in-
volved in the university 
politics that greatly influ-
ence their post-second-
ary experience?
GM: Mrrew mrrow mew…
meow meow merrw 
meow. Meow.

Strong words from Mr. McFancypants.  
Well, we wish you the best of luck in the 
election, and we encourage everyone to 
get out and vote! §

An Interview with Giggles McFancypants
Who’s the dashing feline behind those short-lived posters?

holly KAlyniuK

The dignified Mr. McFancypants. Photo credit 
Whitney Hodgins.



Ask Miss Q 
Q:

Dear Miss Q,

I’m strongly in favour of a lot of social 
changes in society today, like same-sex 
marriage, First Nations rights, and the en-
vironment. Some of my friends are more 
conservative about these issues, though. 
While I respect that they have a right to 
their opinion, how can I talk about these 
things which are really important to me 
without offending them? Their friendship 
matters to me, so I’m not sure how much 
to rock the boat.

Sincerely,
Struggling with Social Change

A:

Dear Struggling,

This is a tough one. Social change is al-
ways multi-faceted, and it always takes 
time. I think you are in a good mindset: you 
respect your friends’ opinions, even if you 
disagree with them.

But you’re right: things can get awfully 
awkward when not everyone is of the same 
mind, and when some people think that 
others’ opinions should change. There isn’t 
an easy answer to this, as I said before. 
The best thing you can do is to respectfully 
disagree with your friends’ opinions when 
things come up, and be well-read and well-
informed on your side of the topic — and 
theirs!

I suspect that if you make it safe for people 
to talk with you about these issues, then 
you can help make your corner of society 
safe for social change — in whatever direc-
tion it goes. Remember that you need to 
be open, too: tolerance goes both ways.  
Anyone can rock the boat, but anyone can 
also steady it. 

Be patient and kind. It goes a lot farther 
than a soapbox, no matter the opinion.

My best,
Miss Q

Do you have a question for Miss Q? Email 
it to us at missq@thequill.ca.

This edition of Miss Q was originally pub-
lished on January 15th, 2013, in issue 17 
of volume 103.
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Quill Classifieds  Need a new desk? Of course you do!
Pick up a gently-used desk from The Quill offices 
for only $20 each!  You move them, though.  
We might help if you smile. 

We want you!
If you like to write, take pictures, or draw things, 
you should work for The Quill!  Email us at eic@thequill.ca!

 
Do you have something to sell? Are you a student?

Then The Quill has a solution for you!
Classified ads are free for students up to 30 words!  (Textbook ads can be longer.)


