
Volume 105, Issue 3 — September 16th, 2014Brandon University’s Student Newspaper: supporting recovering vegetarians since 1910

BU’s role in the 
Great War — page 2

Intramurals Sched-
ule — page 3

Quentin is Confused 
— page 5

Poetry Thesis De-
fense — page 7

For the past year, the Bran-

don University Dining Hall has had 
a total of four different Lead Cooks. 
These constant changes may have af-
fected food quality in the last year.

When asked why the kitchen was hav-
ing so much trouble keeping staff, a for-
mer Lead Cook, Dominec Amatuzio said, “I 
can’t speak for everyone. But, the reason 
I left was, when I was hired, I was told we 
were looking to make improvements to the 
food and upgrade the facility. When I got 
there and worked a short while, I got the 

impression that they were 
actually happy with the sta-
tus quo and that change 
wasn’t going to happen.”

“I also got the impres-
sion that the department 
head, Koren (Hamilton) 
was just biding her time un-
til retirement and so noth-
ing was going to be done.”

In his time there, 
Amatuzio said he tried 
to improve several as-
pects of the Dining Hall.

“I tried to lose the Mr. 

Sub,” he said. “That was the big 
one. We could’ve done better 
sandwiches that were healthier 
and less over-processed. I also 
wanted to make more things in-
house, such as burgers. I didn’t 
want us buying over-processed. 
unhealthy food. It didn’t hap-
pen. When I sat in on one meet-
ing with the nutritionist society, 
the kitchen was just paying lip 
service. No effort was made to 
give access to healthier food.”

- Continued on page 2

The kitchen is heating up
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Dr. Gervan Fearon: Looking to the Future

Alex MurrAy, editor-in-chief

After the Rush. Photo credit Krista Mills.

During the summer, Dr. Gervan 

Fearon became Brandon University’s 
President. Acting in his new position since 
July, he officially began his five-year term 
on August 1st, 2014, and since then has 
been focused on setting both short- and 
long-term plans for the University in mo-
tion. 

Previously BU’s Vice-President (Aca-
demic and Provost), Fearon’s background 
in farming, two degrees in agriculture, 
and nearly 21 years employed in both 
the Manitoba and Ontario Governments 
specializing in areas of agriculture and fi-
nance have provided him with a “sense of 
comfort in rural Manitoba and rural Cana-
da” and knowledge of the University’s his-
tory and aspirations.  

After persevering through the begin-
ning of a hectic fall season, he says he is 
eager to continue learning about the cam-
pus and students, indicating the necessity 
for students to recognize “that this is your 
university…and to really feel that, what we 
have is something that we all contribute 
to building”. 

Fearon specified open dialogue be-
tween students and university officials is a 
key method of identifying issues within the 
university and beginning to improve the 
campus for current and future students. “I 
would say a broader item that makes [BU] 

unique is the desire to really contribute to 
the success and experience of students, 
meaning that, on my way walking here, I 
can stop and talk to student[s] … and as 

a university president I can be that acces-
sible.”

His approach to education through 
his new role at BU was greatly influenced 

by his own university experience, where 
he transitioned between the faculties of 
arts and science, and played percussion 
in a band. The chance to “explore differ-

ent facets,” however, was one 
of his favourite experiences in 
university, as was meeting peo-
ple that “have kind of remained 
friends and colleagues for the 
whole period of my life.”

To foster a similarly out-
standing learning environment, 
Fearon said one of his biggest 
goals this year is establishing a 
greater sense of student life on 
campus. “We’re taking steps 
to have students view the uni-
versity not only as a place to 
study, but as a place to have 
outstanding student experi-
ence and student engage-
ment,” said Fearon, “because 
what we know from the data 
as well is if the university has 
great student experience and 
student engagement, students 
succeed, students complete 
their degrees, and so retention 
is better and completion is bet-
ter.… and that’s something that 

we can constantly work at.”
Guiding BU towards becoming a lead-

ing, innovative, and engaging institution, 
Fearon is installing an academic five-year 

plan that will build upon the foundation 
set by previous presidents, including his 
predecessor Dr. Deborah Poff, and create 
a better BU for the future. 

“I think it’s not only about five years, 
in reality,” admitted Fearon. “…When 
someone looks back [at what we’ve done 
in the university] in the past fifty years, …
they [should] look back and they say that 
the things we did in our time really made 
a difference to the university, as much as 
someone in 1967 had the vision to do the 
work necessary to have us be Brandon 
University, as much as someone had the 
vision in 1899 to have us be Brandon Col-
lege.”

Although only a few months into his 
term as president, Fearon admits he is 
not opposed to dedicating more than the 
minimum five years to the university, say-
ing, “As long as I am serving the Univer-
sity, then I am happy.” 

When questioned, Fearon’s reported 
that his favorite musician is Bob Marley, 
partially due to his Jamaican ancestry, but 
also due to the enormous impact Marley 
had on an international scale. “I think that 
what it shows is that … regardless of what 
field you’re in, you can make significant 
contributions to the welfare of others and 
your message can carry through whatever 
medium you choose. And as well, excel-
lence in whatever you do has its own re-
wards, and creates its own longevity.” §

BU President Talks on Creating a Better BU

holly KAlyniuK, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

Conflict in the Cafeteria: New Lead Cook May Solve Old Issues

Your President Dr Gervan Fearon. Photo credit Branon University
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News – 2

This past summer Healthy Campus 
Brandon was contacted about starting a 
community garden on campus. Co-presi-
dents Carly Brown and Caitlyn Megaffin as 
well as Garden Coordinator Karli Maduke 
jumped at the opportunity. 

They were provided with all of the ma-
terials they would need for this new project. 
Armed with building materials, tools, soil, 
seeds and fertilizer the garden became a 
reality. The ladies from Healthy Campus 
were thrilled when the garden started to 
grow. Then, as produce was ready it was 
donated to the food bank run by BUSU. 

Tuesday September 9th Healthy Cam-
pus was found in the mingling area partici-
pating in Club Day. They will not be receiving 
funding this year and so were there selling 
their produce as a way to raise money. Any-
thing that was not sold was also donated to 
the food bank. 

If you are interested in seeing their 
work, tomatoes and corn can still be seen 
growing in the garden, tucked in between 
Flora Cowan and the Cafeteria.

In addition to their garden initiative 
Healthy Campus has a lot to offer. The fruit 
water found in the Cafeteria, their Pay it 
Forward contest as well as fruit giveaways 
have all been 
available. Re-
turning stu-
dents may also 
remember their 
Health in a Min-
ute newsletter, 
which they are 
hoping to pro-
vide again this 
year, depend-
ing on how well 
f u n d r a i s i n g 
goes. If you are 
interested in 
joining Healthy 

Campus be sure to check out their Face-
book page as well as online at http://www.
healthycampus.ca/brandon/. You can also 
contact Carly Brown at Carly_b@ymail.com 
or Karli Maduke at kmaduke@hotmail.com. 
Students from all faculties are welcome to 
join. §

Healthy Campus
How does your garden grow?

KristA Mills, reporter

Amatuzio was also appalled that Ham-
ilton did not sample his food.

“In my first three months, she hadn’t 
come down to eat once,” Amatuzio said. 
“To me, the department head who doesn’t 
even make the effort to come down and try 
anything that the department has to offer is 
unfathomable.” 

Hamilton responded to Amatuzio’s 
contentions by saying, “September is a very 
busy month. He (Amatuzio) needed to first 
master the position and get used to the job. 
Then, maybe after four months we could 
talk about implementing changes. Things 
like making our own hamburgers and sand-
wiches take a lot of getting used to for the 
staff. First we need to know we can succeed 

and then we can make changes.”
Hamilton went on to say that friction 

happens when people work in close proxim-
ity, such as in a kitchen. She told the Quill, 
“I need someone to work with me and be 
part of our team.”

Sean Taron, the fifth and hopefully last 
Lead in the kitchen, took over from Amatuz-
io in the last week of August. After 6 years 
working there, he is more than capable of 
running the kitchen and his hopeful.

“We’re trying out a few new recipes and 
bringing back some old favourites,” Taron 
said. “People kept asking for the Tater Tots 
and we brought those back.”

Taron is convinced this school year will 
be a more positive one. His optimism is 

based on his love for the job.
“I love interacting with students and 

seeing the smiles on their faces. I like to 
cook and I like that it makes people hap-
py.”

The challenges, according to Taron, 
will be keeping everyone happy both in the 
kitchen and at the tables.

“We look in the suggestion box every 
day,” he said. “And I will do whatever I can 
to keep everyone happy.”

He will be attending every Food Com-
mittee meeting and encouraging everyone 
with his positive outlook.

The new approach already seems to be 
working. The cafeteria is usually selling out 
of food and there are minimal leftovers. § 

BU’s very own garden. Photo credit Krista Mills.

For the next few months students will 

have the opportunity to view original ar-
chival material and objects from WW1 on 
the second floor of the library. The Tommy 
McLeod Curve Gallery usually showcases 
visual art by professors or other artists 
of BU, but this fall the exhibit, curated by 
anthropology professor Dr. Tsukamoto is 
instead honouring the BU’s involvement in 
World War One, a timely contribution con-
sidering 2014 is the 100th anniversary of 
the outbreak of this massive conflict which 
changed the face of the world. 

During the war, nearly 500 students 
and professors were recruited for what 
was called the 196th battalion. This battal-
ion, initiated by the U of M, was a battalion 
consisting of male university students from 
all western Canadian universities. After 
training at the now historic site of Camp 

Hughes, the battalion shipped to England 
on Nov. 11th, 1916. Of BU’s students in the 
196th battalion, two dozen were decorated, 
and over 14% lost their lives. At the same 
time as the men were fighting on the west-
ern front, the women (being unable to fight 
in wars at the time) were organizing on the 
home front in organizations known as the 
Brandon Auxiliary. These organizations 
would undertake activities such as knitting 
in order to send supplies overseas to their 
husbands and family, and to fund raise for 
the war effort on the home front.

Studying our university’s place in a 
past conflict such as this one can glean 
insights not just into the conflict itself, but 
into how people thought and operated at 
BU 100 years ago. One of the most inter-
esting artifacts in the exhibit is a map of 
what the university administration expect-
ed the university to look like with addition 
of new buildings they proposed to build. 

Other than the original Clark Hall building, 
the only building on campus at that time, 
they intended to build a women’s dorm 
about where the health studies building is 
now, and they intended to build a memorial 
gym for the men who had fallen in battle 
almost exactly where the music building 
now stands. During the opening of the ex-
hibition last Friday Tsukamoto joked that 
maybe we had finally gotten our memorial 
gym 100 years later, just with a different 
name and an entirely different location. 

I approached this exhibit with an inter-
est in the history of the university, and a 
curiosity for the archives it contains, and 
it delivered. All 196 editions to the exhibit 
are painstakingly chosen by Tsukamoto 
for their relevance to both the conflict as 
a whole, and to their relevance in the com-
munity of Brandon. I encourage everybody 
to take a look around between now and De-
cember 1st. §

Brandon College and The Great War
Exhibit gives an important lesson in University’s history

JAKub MArshAll, reporter

- continued from page 1
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Warm up with any of these activi-

ties all between September 2014-Decem-
ber 2014.
Co-ed Volleyball: 
Thursdays at 6:15 PM
Starting September 18th – December 
18th

Cost: Free for BU students
Register online: www.gobobcats.ca/rec
Co-ed Basketball:
Mondays at 7:00 PM
Starting Monday, September 22nd – De-
cember 1st

Cost: Free for BU students
Register online: www.gobobcats.ca/rec
Table Tennis:
Sundays at 8:30 PM in the HLC Mezza-
nine
Starting Sunday, September 14th – De-
cember 1st

Cost: Free for BU Students
Register online: www.gobobcats.ca/rec
Badminton Club:
Sundays at 7:30 PM and Tuesdays at 
8:00 PM
Starting Tuesday, September 16th – Sun-
day, December 7th

Cost: $75 for 14+ or $50 for under 14
Register online: www.gobobcats.ca/rec
Swing Dance:
Thursdays at 7:00 PM in the Elephant 
Room at the Knowles-Douglas Centre
Starting Thursday, September 18th – 
Thursday, December 4th

Cost: $40 plus tax
Register online: www.gobobcats.ca/rec
Zumba:
Mondays and Wednesdays at 6:00 PM in 
the HLC Mezzanine
Starting Monday, September 15th – 
Wednesday, December 10th

Instructor: Aliah Nelson

Cost: Free for BU students
Register online: www.gobobcats.ca/rec
Yoga:
Mondays and Wednesdays at 7:00 AM in 
the HLC Mezzanine
Starting Monday, September 15th – 
Wednesday, December 10th

Instructor: Shawna Philpott
Information available online at: www.go-
bobcats.ca/rec
Boot Camp:
Tuesdays at 7:00 PM, Thursdays at 5:00 
PM in the HLC Mezzanine
Starting Thursday, September 18th – 
Thursday, December 11th

Instructor: Jordan Gulliford, Stacy Dittmer
Information available online at: www.go-
bobcats.ca/rec
TRX:
Mondays at 12:00 PM in the HLC Mezza-
nine
Starting Monday, September 15th – Mon-

day, November 24th

Instructor: Stacy Dittmer
Information available online at: www.go-
bobcats.ca/rec
Cardio Workouts:
Tuesdays at 5:00 PM
Starting Tuesday, September 16th – Tues-
day, December 9th

Instructor: Jordan Gulliford
Information available online at: www.go-
bobcats.ca/rec §

Your Intramurals Schedule
Brought to you by motivation, good feelings and the letter H

holly KAlyniuK, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

HLC Intramurals Revamped
Not brought to you by the letter H

Sports/Community – 3

holly KAlyniuK, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

Japanese Class

Want to learn Japa-
nese? Join us 1 night 
a week and get started 
learning a new lan-
guage unavailable 
anywhere else. 
Tuesdays 7 PM
Clark Hall 104
$140 per semester

Brandon University’s Healthy 
Living Centre (HLC) has reorganized their 
intramural program for the 2014-2015 
school year, and Campus Recreation Di-
rector Gil Cheung is eager for the sporting 
to begin.

“We are looking forward to the new 

Intramural programming being offered,” 
said Cheung, the Men’s Basketball Coach, 
who boasted a “new lineup of Fitness and 
Wellness, and sport clubs” and “some of 
the best instructors in Manitoba,” leading 
everything from TRX to Zumba and boot 
camps.

The swift change was brought about 
to allow the HLC and Campus Rec to 
provide students, as well as community 

members, with a well-rounded athletic ex-
perience, and “to be able to utilize one of 
the best facilities in Western Canada and 
to have an opportunity to socialize, com-
pete and be active, in a setting that fits all 
skill and experience levels.”

On September 20th, Campus Rec is 
hosting the Inaugural BU Beach Bash 
Tournament at Mulligans, a four on four 
co-ed beach volleyball experiences. “It will 

be a fun and competitive tournament for 
all skill levels. Get out and enjoy a great 
day of volleyball with BU students, staff, 
and members of our community. The 
event will be a fun way to meet new stu-
dents and experience all that BU has to 
offer.”

For more information on what else 
Campus Rec has going on, or to register, 
follow them on Facebook and Twitter. §
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Features – 4

Since the release of the Avengers 

movie, comic book culture has been made 
accessible to a much wider audience. The 
addition of a Lego Marvel video game al-
lows this to go even further by targeting a 

younger age group. 
The game was designed in such a 

way that you get to experience the differ-
ent angles of the Marvel Universe in ways 
that wouldn’t be possible if it weren’t a 
video game. It’s able to do this by allowing 
you to play and interact with the majority 

of heroes and villians from 
Marvel. By using Lego to cre-
ate the environment for the 
game they are able to add in 
mechanics that wouldn’t fit 
in so well in any other setting. 
Lego adds the opportunity for 
a level of creation and fast 
construction that matches 
perfectly with the pace of the 
game. Lego isn’t just there 
as a side element though: it 

pulls in the audi-
ence by bringing the bricks of their child-
hood to life in the Marvel Unvierse, as well 
as the game’s own story.

**Warning: Potential Spoilers 
Ahead!** When you arrive in the game, 
you quickly learn that the villian is, of 
course, after world domination, and re-
quires cosmic bricks in order to do this. 
You, as the heroes, (yes, heroes! You  will 
be many!) are tasked with fighting the far-
too-likeable villians, and collecting all the 
Tesseract-like Legos first. To help with this, 
you make many Lego devices (that you 
don’t have to make the sound effects for!!) 
to combat your latest enemy’s brilliant(ish) 
plans.  Along the way, you will have to play 
as many of the available characters in or-
der to reach the different areas. This will 

include everything from  hammer-flying, 
web-slinging and Hulk-SMASHING, to one 
suspiciously familiar looking, all powerful, 
marvel movie staple making his inevita-
ble cameo. The gameplay includes minig-
ames like racing and solving puzzles, in 
addition to the standard punching bad 
guys in the face with your Hulk hands. (or 
lasers... pew pew pew!) 

Throughout it all, your enemies will be 
able to freeze you in your tracks, (it will 
be cold, so wear mittens!) make you into 
their own personal henchman, or throw 
trains at you -- so you better be prepared, 
for though you have the powers of your 
favorite heroes at your fingertips, you are 
facing the very villians that could break 
them. So hold on to your schwarma, or 
Iron Man is going to need a new suit!  §

Game Review: Lego Marvel Super Heroes

everett MAgee, bugA

“I am not Chinese!” This is probably the 

most frequent phrase I use when I speak 
to strangers living in Brandon for the past 
three years. You will not believe how many 
times I am greeted with “Nihao,” which is 
“Hello” in Chinese. I walk into the grocery 
store and the worker by the door greets 
me by saying “Nihao”. I respond, “I am not 
Chinese” with a slight frown on my face. 

I understand it is very logical to as-
sume I am Chinese since most Asians you 
see in Brandon are quite likely Chinese. 
My appearance is just like that of a typi-
cal Chinese person: black eyes, black hair 
and yellow skin tone. In fact, this East 
Asian appearance is not limited to Chi-
nese people. Not all East Asians look like 
they are from China, and we do not all 
speak Chinese. 

One day, I told my friend how frustrat-
ing it is to me when people assume I am 
Chinese and say “Nihao.” My friend sud-
denly looked confused and carefully said, 
“But I do not know how to tell the differ-
ence between Asians.” 

This is not new to me. I have been told 
several times that all Asians look alike to 
Non-Asians. To be honest, all Europeans 
look alike to me, and sometimes even I 
cannot tell the difference between Asians 
based on where they are from. 

I would like to be asked where I am 
from or what kind of cultural background I 
have before people assume I am Chinese 
and say “Nihao.”

If the worker by the door at the gro-
cery store had asked me where I was 
from, I would have had no problem saying, 
“I am from Korea” instead of yelling, “I am 
not Chinese”.§

Global View: Are All Asians Chinese?
Are all Canadians French?

woo Jin (clAire) song, coluMnist

Genre: Action-Adventure, Hero           Developer: TT Games         Platform: All            Rating:  4.5 / 5

Patema Inverted, an animated film 
released in 2013, is set in a world where-
in an apocalyptic event has inversed 
gravity. Patema, an adventurous girl who 
lives in an underground society, sets out 
to explore the many tunnels and caverns 
around her home. She finds a bottomless 
shaft where the dust falls upwards. She 
is then attacked by a man walking on the 
ceiling, causing her to fall down the shaft. 
She awakens to find herself in an inverted 
world, where a boy named Age saves her 
from falling into the sky. Now, Age must 
hide his new inverted friend from the dys-
topian society he lives in.

The story is  well paced and has  good 
balance of drama and comedy. The plot 
has many twists and turns, and uses re-
verse gravity well in setting up the world 

and the character 
interactions. The 
story itself is also 
somewhat simple, 
which is good as it 
avoided over com-
plicating things. 
The main charac-
ters, Patema and 
Age, are likeable 
and have good de-
velopment, even 
though animated 
movies are shorter compared to a sea-
sonal television series. The villain is kind 
of lackluster in his simple motives, but 
makes up for it with how crazy he is. 

The music is composed Ooshima 
Michiru, who has also done the music for 
Fullmetal Alchemist, as well as arrange-
ments for Legend of Zelda: Twilight Prin-
cess. The soundtrack is well varied with 

uplifting tracks as well as heavier, sadder 
tracks. The soundtrack does a very good 
job of setting the atmosphere throughout 
the film. For example, the music used in 
the underground scenes conveyed a dark, 
claustrophobic feeling, and more uplifting 
in the scenes on the surface. The main 
theme of the movie is ballad sung in Es-
peranto, a language designed to be uni-

versal, which is fitting for a story with a 
theme of two colliding worlds. 

The visuals throughout the movie 
are stunning, with fitting use of light-
ing. Underground scenes create rusty, 
enclosed spaces, contrasted to the big 
blue sky and open fields on the surface. 
The animation throughout the film is 
smooth and everything is so pretty and 
has a very good painted art style. The 
camera angles in the film also do a good 
job to show how scary it would be to be 
constantly falling into the sky by show-

ing the world from Patema’s perspective 
a lot. The only bad thing is the use of 3D 
CGI in some scenes that looks slightly out 
of place. 

Overall, I think this is a great movie, 
and would recommend it to everyone, es-
pecially since it pushes the message to 
see things from the perspective of others. 
§

Anime Review: Patema Inverted (Sakasama no Patema)

nAbil roberts, bugA

Genre: Sci-fi, Drama, Romance     Studio: Purple Cow Studio Japan        Rating: 4.75/5

The Slackers are a ska band from 

New York City, formed back in 1991. This 
was during the third wave ska movement 
originating in the US that birthed enor-
mously popular bands such as Sublime, 
and No Doubt. The Slackers have been 
steadily chugging away over the years 
with 13 full length releases, and a relent-
less touring schedule of North America 
and Europe. On their newest Ep, “My Bed 
is a Boat” released last year, The Slack-
ers showcase 7 laid back, offbeat heavy 
tracks that sound like they could be just 
as easily released back in the 90’s in the 
heyday of the genre. Lead single and title 
track “My Bed is a Boat” comes in as their 
fastest, and most danceable number. 
The great call and response interplay be-
tween vocals and saxophone, and driving 

rhythms of drums, bass, and piano give 
this track a lively feel that is sure to be a 
killer live. Despite the major key carefree 
attitude of most of this EP, the lyrics often 
take darker turns, reminiscent of Sublime 
in some of their darker songs such as 
“Date Rape”. In the third track, “For the 
Money”, Ruggiero sings of an unnamed 
person who will “go on about the things 
you lost, sacrificed them all except your 
money”. This is a poignant comment on a 
society which tends to value money above 
all other things, even family and personal 
wellbeing. All these elements show that 
The Slackers are real pros at what they 
do, electrifying, upbeat and occasionally 
dark ska music. 

Catch them this Saturday playing at 
our very own student bar SUDS, along 
with Winnipeg band The Noble Thiefs. 
Bound to be a great show!.§

Music Review: The Slackers
My Bed is a Boat

JAKub MArshAll, reporter
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Study Break – 5

Ask Quentin 

Reader Response Critcism: Origi-

nally this theory was supposed to find 
meaning in the act of reading and how 
people experience stories. Instead, Read-
er-Response Criticism became the half-
baked theory where all personal subjec-
tive comments about a piece of art are 
somehow legitimate. 

That’s right, if you think Moby Dick is 
the be all end all of Feminist Romantic Lit-
erature then someone will hear you out. 
They may perhaps ask you for some proof 

for it or disagree with you, but that too is 
allowed. 

Delving into the ridiculously meta-
physical for the moment, this theory says 
that a text can only exist if it is being 
read. So unless you are currently read-
ing the book it doesn’t really exist. It has 
become something of an Unbook despite 
the fact that is sitting right there in front 
of you, rich in booklyness. This revela-
tion caused me to ask a similar question. 
Does steak exist if I am not eating it? Hold 
that thought, I have to go eat steak before 
I cause it to somehow be erased from our 

cultural memory. 
If you have a theory you need simpli-

fied or are confused by some high-end 
$1000 dollar word you can email us at 
eic@thequill.ca. We will do some half-
baked research, some three quarters 
baked writing and help you out... kind of.

Weakly Theory: Reader Response
Definitions for the confused

Alex MurrAy, editor-in-chief

Genre: Action-Adventure, Hero           Developer: TT Games         Platform: All            Rating:  4.5 / 5

Dear Quentin,
I have decided to become a vegetar-

ian and my friends don’t seem to under-
stand my choice. It’s healthy. What can I 
do to convince them? 

Shayna Poloski

Dear Shayna,
I have heard of this new movement 

of ‘vegetarianism’ from the Americas, and 
so far as I am concerned, this lifestyle is 
more confusing and peculiar than anything 
else. In this case you are giving up meat, 
correct? A monk friend once explained to 
me that this movement is about maintain-
ing your health.

If you are looking to improve your 
health, the Duchess of Marlborough sug-
gests that you give up alcohol before 
meat. I believe both of these are too dras-
tic. Simply head down to your local apoth-
ecary and trade 2 pounds of butter for a 
small jar of laudanum and a tonic of wil-
lowbark. This will prevent scurvy from lack 

of meat and I am told they are very good 
for your health.

You should also consult your phys-
icker posthaste and begin drinking meat 
broth to counteract the lack of meat in 
your diet. Especially if you have any sort of 
itch. With this in mind, your vegetarianism 
should be fine, your friends on the other 
hand might not be. 

A true bosom friend stays by your 
side in the face of pirate attack, death 
by execution, or the Gendarmes coming 
to collect your family for tax evasion. Any 
friend who doesn’t immediately become a 
Vegetarian with you are false faced and 
can be easily condemned to the ethers of 
unfriendship. 

If, on the other hand, the vegetarian-
ism becomes too much of a burden for 
you and you would like to return to the ra-
tional apex predator state. Come meat me 
in SUDS for a drink of cow blood and their 
tiny chicken wings. I do wish I knew how  
SUDS grew chickens that small.

Quentin

Quentin Quill is an 18th century time 
traveler trapped in BU. He has not yet de-
clared a major or even attended class in 
the last several months. He survives by 
using the chemistry lab to turn lead into 
day-old pizza and sewing clothes from old 

lab coats. 
If you have a question for Quentin 

please email him at missq@thequill.ca. 
He promises not to yell.
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BUASC: Upcoming Events
A home away from home

BUSU/Clubs – 6

Hey Everyone! Last week, I had a 

burst of inspiration to start writing regu-
larly for the Quill! Unfortunately, my last 
week article couldn’t make it into the pa-
per on time. I basically said that I’ve en-
joyed being a Student Leader these last 
three years, and being able to meet and 
assist all the new students on their way 
into our community. I was also pleasantly 
surprised by how fun the PUMP event was 
this year for Orientation, and I hope all you 
new students enjoyed it as well! It was a 
great way to break the ice and get to meet 
you all.

This week had a good deal of excite-
ment to it as well. Clubs day happened, 
and naturally BUGA was there! I hope 
everyone got the chance to swing by and 

check us out! (Alas, I was in class for most 
of the day, so I missed the chance to meet 
many of you.) Clubs day is a great chance 
for new students to see the various groups 
on campus, and consider which groups to 
join. There was even cotton candy! We 
also had a lot of leftover cookies, so I hope 
everyone was able to get their fill!

Tuesday also marked the first night 
of the Japanese class we hosted. We 
had a great turnout! The classroom was 
packed, and it was great to see just how 
many people have an interest in learning 
the language. It was also great to meet 
the instructor, who had taught my wife 
years ago, and who I had only gotten to 
meet through her stories about it before 
that day. The class was very enjoyable, 
and all the students were encouraged to 
participate. We started learning from the 

ground up, learning a bit about the alpha-
bets, how to write our names, and ending 
with a focus on pronounciation and man-
nerisms. It was a lot of fun, and everyone 
seemed to enjoy it. It was great to see it 
successful, and I look forward to seeing 
the group again this week!

On that note, I’ve noticed our ad about 
the class in the Quill has the wrong time 
listed. The class actually starts at 7pm, 
not 9pm. Gomen nasai! (Sorry!) If you 
missed us but still have an interest in the 
class, feel free to show up and we’ll see 
about getting you caught up. I’ll also have 
notes available from previous classes if 
that will help anyone.

BUGA’s first General Meeting also took 
place the following Wednesday. We had a 
good turnout, although our officers were 
exhausted from the events of the week. 

It was great to see several new members 
sitting at the table to discuss the group’s 
plans. Most members seem to feel bored 
at the meetings, because they’re mostly 
brainstorming and theory crafting rather 
than playing games, so we’re trying to 
limit our General Meetings to one every 
two months, and supplementing with Of-
ficer Meetings in between to keep our-
selves organized. Our first gaming night 
takes place this Friday, starting at 6 PM in 
Meeting Rooms A and B of the McMaster 
building!

Anyway, this article’s getting pretty 
long. If anyone wants to get in touch with 
us, ask us questions, or give us ideas for 
events or upcoming articles, send us an 
e-mail! In the mean time, hope you’re en-
joying our reviews, and I look forward to 
seeing everyone at game night! §

BUGA: Clubs Day, Japanese, and Game Meetings!
And aardvarks, oh my

trevor ‘t-dAwg’ venn, bugA

This will be the second week into the 

busy, hectic schedule for student’s and at 
times can be overwhelming. Fortunately 
there are resources and places a person 
can go to get help dealing with these is-
sues. One such place is the Indigenous 
People’s Center (IPC), which student’s 
from all backgrounds and cultures are 
encouraged to stop by, and participate in 
our numerous activities and events. IPC is 
a home away from home, where there are 
necessary resources available to every-
one, quiet study and computer areas, and 
a lounging area to sit and relax have that 
quick coffee or bite to eat. IPC is located 
adjacent to the McKenzie Library in the 
Richardson Building foyer.

The newly elected BU Aboriginal Stu-
dent Council (BUASC) works directly out 
of IPC, regardless of our experience we 
exhibit determination, great teamwork, 
and have the main goal of involving every-
one in our event planning. BUASC is cur-
rently planning numerous events geared 

towards students with or without families. 
There will be a Taco-in-a-bag sale next Fri-
day, September 19th,  during the 11:30 
AM – 1:30 PM slot in the Mingling Area 
(located by the BU bookstore.) There are 
two feasts that are planned: one at BU the 
Fall Bear Feast scheduled for September 
22nd, the other is the Friendship Centre 
Feast scheduled for September 26th. 

Other important events coming up 
in the next few weeks include Residen-
tial School Awareness Orange Shirt Day 
which will be on September 30th. There is 
a Gathering In support of a national Inqui-
ry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
women of Canada scheduled for Sunday, 
September 20th, located on highway #1 
near Tim Horton’s. There is the Sister’s 
in Spirit Walk which will be scheduled for 
October 4th for awareness for missing and 
murdered aboriginal women. Also there 
is a AGM (Assembly General Meeting) fol-
lowed by a Thanksgiving Potluck on Octo-
ber. 8th. BUASC and IPC encourage every-
one to please come support and attend 
these events, thank you. §

hArley MurdocK, buAsc

BUSU: First Meeting
For Bureaucracy and Robert’s Rules!

Brandon University’s Student  
Union council met September 11th to dis-
cuss the current school year. Their prima-
ry focus for the past two weeks has been 
the Orientation events that were put on 
for new and returning students.

BUSU President, Joel Springer kicked 
off Orientation with a speech at the Sep-
tember 2nd Launch ceremony. On the first 
day of classes, BUSU along with student 
services hosted a pancake breakfast for 
students in the mingling area of KDC. 
Then, later that evening, BUSU helped to 

put on the Disorientation social at SUDS. 
Of course, the highlight of Orientation 

was Rock the Block. The event was BUSU’s 
major project, with its executive working in 
excess of 14 hours a day of and countless 
planning hours in the weeks leading up to 
September 5th. The night was seen to be a 
success with students and Brandon resi-
dents in attendance, including BU’s new 
president Gervan Fearon and his wife.

Other Orientation events arranged by 
BUSU included a yogurt bar for Health Day 
on September 8th and a BBQ in conjunc-
ture with student services on September 
12th. The BUSU team may be done with 
Orientation activities, but they are not 

finished. They are currently busy helping 
students with the opt-out option for the 
health and dental plan. If you are looking 
to opt out and having difficulties, drop by 
BUSU and ask for Nick Brown or Suz Mc-
Fadden, or drop an email to vpi@busu.ca.

Events coming up on campus include 
the Women’s Collective Take Back The 
Night on Thursday, September 18th, and 
the second annual Light Up the World Pur-
ple in support of Mental Health Awareness 
Day and with the Amanda Todd Legacy.

In the September 11th meeting, it was 
determined that BUSU meetings in the 
future will be recorded and the audio will 
be provided to BU students via the BUSU 

webpage (www.busu.ca). Two directors 
from the BUSU council, the Aboriginal 
Director Shawn-Michael Assiniboine and 
Racialized Director Manuel Godoy, will be 
representing BU at the Canadian Federa-
tion of Students (CFS) AGM in Ottawa.

The final subject discussed at the 
BUSU meeting was the recent trip to Win-
nipeg for the September 7th Blue Bombers 
vs Roughriders game. It was reported to 
be a successful trip, and would have been 
better only if the Bombers had won. Five 
extra tickets were traded for the October 
25th Blue Bombers vs BC Lions games, 
and will be raffled off by BUSU in the fu-
ture. §

Ariele Kehler, reporter

Correction:
In the September 2nd Issue of the Quill, the ‘BU Hosts National Announcement’ article 
reported that SSHRC was donating a total of 4.4 million dollars. The actual figure was 
44 million dollars
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On September 12th, Jacqueline Sin-

clair presented her creative writing thesis 
to a small audience including 3 readers, 
who would judge whether or not it would 
be accepted as a thesis. The readers were 
Dr. Di Brandt and Professor Dale Lakevold 
of the Creative Writing department as well 
as the external reader Dr. Lorraine Mayer 
of the Native Studies department. 

Sinclair hails from the Peguis First 
Nation, North of Winnipeg. She has lived 
in Brandon for the past 18 years, and is in 
her fifth year at BU. She is a double major 
in Creative Writing and Drama. She loves 
poetry because she can use as few or as 
many words as she feels are necessary to 
express herself. Sinclair is inspired by her 
own personal experiences as well as Na-
tive spirituality. Sinclair says, “One of my 
goals is to teach people that I am not a 
stereotype – that other First Nations peo-
ple are not stereotypes. I’m trying to show 
that there is more to being a First Nations 
person than what the media portrays.”

Sinclair read 23 poems from her col-
lection. They were well-written and mov-
ing. Two pieces in particular seemed to 
hold significance for Sinclair: Princess, a 
poem about a girl who grew up too fast 
and was reclaiming her childhood desire 
to be a princess, and Sweetie, which was 
written for her 4 year old nephew. While 
many of Sinclair’s poems had personal 
significance, others like Grandmother 
Moon and Home speak to her culture as 
a Native person. Her collection is struc-
tured in 3 parts – the first is light-hearted, 
speaking either of ties to nature or are 
humourous – an example of which is the 
sound poetry piece. The second segment 
contains the heavier subject matter. The 
poems here are about alcoholism, addic-
tion, and the social struggle Native people 
face with stereotyping. The third segment 
returns to lighter topics, and ends with a 
piece titled Goodnight.

The presentation was well-received 
by both audience and readers. Sinclair 
answered questions put to her by Brandt, 
Lakevold, and Mayer in regards to how she 
wrote, why she wrote, and why she chose 
the words she did. When asked by Lakev-
old why she was inspired by Rita Joe’s I 
Lost My Talk, Sinclair replied, “Through 
this process I feel like I have found more 
of my personal talk. Through imagery... 
you know, this is my fifth year of univer-
sity. Having 4 years of previous academic 
writing... I don’t want to say it beats the 
person out of you, but...  Through this pro-
cess, I’ve been able to find my talk again. 
The person that is me.”

About her manuscript and its inspi-
ration, Sinclair explains, “Everything is 
changing. Nothing is ever static. That’s 
true in life.” §

 Tobacco Ties
Jacqueline Sinclair defends thesis

Ariele Kehler, reporter

Community – 7

It was great to see several new members 
sitting at the table to discuss the group’s 
plans. Most members seem to feel bored 
at the meetings, because they’re mostly 
brainstorming and theory crafting rather 
than playing games, so we’re trying to 
limit our General Meetings to one every 
two months, and supplementing with Of-
ficer Meetings in between to keep our-
selves organized. Our first gaming night 
takes place this Friday, starting at 6 PM in 
Meeting Rooms A and B of the McMaster 
building!

Anyway, this article’s getting pretty 
long. If anyone wants to get in touch with 
us, ask us questions, or give us ideas for 
events or upcoming articles, send us an 
e-mail! In the mean time, hope you’re en-
joying our reviews, and I look forward to 
seeing everyone at game night! §

The Women’s Resource Center, 

and our community partners, invite you to 
Take Back the Night on September 18th,  
at 6:00 PM in Princess Park. Take Back 
the Night is an event held internationally 
to resist violence against women in all of 
its forms. The first Take Back the Night ral-

lies and marches occurred in the 1970s, 
and are now held in over 30 countries an-
nually. According to Statistics Canada, 1/2 
of all women in Canada have experienced 
at least one incident of physical or sexual 
violence since the age of 16. The purpose 
of the event is to raise community aware-
ness about gender based violence, and 
the kinds of street harassment women, 
in particular, face in their everyday lives. 

The event will begin at Princess Park with 
speakers from our community, followed by 
a march, and we will offer refreshments 
at the Women’s Resource Center after the 
event. 

For more information, contact 
Corinne Mason (Advocacy and Events 
Chair) mailto:masonc@brandonu.ca or 
phone the Women’s Resource Center at  
726-8632 §

Take Back the Night in Brandon
woMen’s resource centre

Take Back The Night in Brandon

webpage (www.busu.ca). Two directors 
from the BUSU council, the Aboriginal 
Director Shawn-Michael Assiniboine and 
Racialized Director Manuel Godoy, will be 
representing BU at the Canadian Federa-
tion of Students (CFS) AGM in Ottawa.

The final subject discussed at the 
BUSU meeting was the recent trip to Win-
nipeg for the September 7th Blue Bombers 
vs Roughriders game. It was reported to 
be a successful trip, and would have been 
better only if the Bombers had won. Five 
extra tickets were traded for the October 
25th Blue Bombers vs BC Lions games, 
and will be raffled off by BUSU in the fu-
ture. §
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THIN AIR WRITERS FESTI-
VAL ON THE ROAD AT BU

WITH MASTER STORYTELL-
ER FRED STENSON

The Thin Air Winnipeg In-
ternational Writers Festival 

travels to BU this September 
23rd with a reading by major 
Canadian writer Fred Sten-

son of Alberta.
Stenson will read from his 
new novel Who By Fire, the 

story of an Alberta farm 
family  transformed by the 

oil and gas industry. 
The novel portrays the dev-
astating impact of a sour 

gas plant on a family farm 
and the son’s decision to 

make his life working for an 
oil company in Fort McMur-

ray. 
“It is a truly magnificent 
novel by one of Canada’s 
greatest living writers,” 

according to writer David 
Adams Richards.

The reading is part of Thin 
Air’s annual festival that 
runs this year from Sept. 

19-26 in Winnipeg and the 
second event in BU’s Hawk-

weed Literary Forum for 
2014-15.

Stenson’s reading takes 
place on September 23 

from 11:40 AM – 12:30 PM 
in the Gathering Space on 

the main floor of the Li-
brary Refreshments will be 
served. The reading is free 

and open to all.   

Champions 
Of 
E-Brandon:

Celebrating our 
pillars of 
intelect.

Don’t feed the trolls. 
or the mayor for that 
matter


