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The biggest news coming out of 

this week’s BUSU meeting is the Rock the 
Block numbers. The event cost approxi-
mately $120,000 to host and brought 
in a revenue of $80,000. The $40,000 
loss, while significant, does not deter 
BUSU in trying to do everything it can 
for its constituency. VPI Nicholas Brown, 
in an effort to recoup the loss, has con-
verted as much of his salary as allowed 
from cash-in-hand to tuition rebates. 
No further plan was yet mentioned to 
recoup the remainder of the losses.

Sandra Mutasa’s resignation as VPE 

was the next order of business for BUSU. 
They decided to leave it vacant until the 
by-elections in mid-October. BUSU also 
considered the potential to co-host the 
annual Big Band Dance with the Bran-
don University Music Students (BUMS), 
expanding the event by moving it from 
SUDS to the HLC. No definite plans have 
been made yet regarding the Dance.

BUSU is currently looking in to switch-
ing the student health and dental insur-
ance provider. Suz McFadden and Nataly 
Ore, along with Brown met with Drew Mar-
tin of VIP Insurance. It is the great hope 
that this switch will bring better benefits 
to BU students with more customer ser-

vice – pamphlets with information about 
the insurance benefits will be provided, 
and a representative of the firm will 
be available on campus four times per 
year. SunLife and Blue Cross were also 
considered to represent Brandon Uni-
versity’s student insurance needs, but 
it was found that neither would be the 
best fit for a university students union.

Two campus issues were brought to 
BUSU’s attention this week. The first issue 
is that of the growing trend of eCigarettes. 
Karla Voth, general manager of SUDS, 
has mentioned that there have been in-
stances of students using eCigarettes, 
or “vaping”, in the building. Brandon 

University does not currently have any 
rules regarding vaping at this time, but it 
is being treated in the same respect as 
normal cigarettes. They are to be used in 
the designated smoking area outside of 
KDC. The second issue that BUSU was 
made aware of is the sale of bottled water 
out of the Evans Theatre. Sale of bottled 
water has been prohibited on campus 
since 2011. BUSU will be looking into 
the matter and taking action accordingly, 
but students are reminded that there are 
water bottle filling stations throughout 
campus and are encouraged to bring 
refillable water bottles from home. § 

And other stories from BUSU
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The Mayoral Elections 

This October 7th, the Rowe The-

atre hosts Brandon University’s Mayoral 
Debate. Everyone is welcome to attend 
as we witness John Paul Jacobson, Rick 
Chrest, Mark Kovach and Mayor Shari 
Decter-Hirst battle it out.  

First up is Rick Chrest, who was a for-
mer council member from 1995 to 2006. 
Out of the 11 years on council he served 8 
of them as Deputy Mayor. He brings many 
qualities to the election such as being a 
team player and a natural born leader. His 
main concerns are on the housing short-
ages as well as the recreation facilities, 
mainly restoring the community pools and 
making sure they are up to safety codes. 
He also is looking into relocating soccer 
fields so that we do not have to worry flood-
ing anymore. And that’s not all; Chrest 
also hopes to look into the Green Space 
Master Plan, which will extend the bicycle 
paths. “How do you eat an elephant? One 
bite at a time; and that’s how we are go-
ing to fix this city, by chewing through the 
big problems then begin working on the 
little ones. If you just keep biting away at 
it those problems will eventually start get-
ting fixed.” 

Next up is John Paul Jacobson, a for-
mer high school teacher. Jacobson is run-

ning for mayor because he believes there 
are a lot of things happening within the 
city that he says, “Need to be brought to 
the attention of the population.” With this 
awareness in hand, he hopes this will lead 
to more development. One of the plans 
he has developed as of this past March 
was to bring Brandon’s north and south 
together by ridding the city of the 8th and 
18th street bridges. 

Another candidate in the running for 
mayor is Mark Kovatch, owner of Turtle 
Crossing Camp-ground. His main goal is to 
get people interesting in politics. Kovatch 
also hopes the voting rates will double, 
and wants to have a minimum of 3 can-
didates running in the elections for each 
ward. “We have set the bar so low when it 
comes to our expectations of politicians 
that it is terrible. The stuff we talk about 
now is the base line of what we should be 
accomplishing year after year. The prob-
lem is we do not have people in place to 
take care of those things. We have people 
running for office as if it is a last resort, or 
else they are running to further their own 
interests.”  Kovatch also hopes to change 
the costs of campaigning from $16,000 
for mayoral candidates and $4,000 for 
ward campaigners down to $500 per 
candidate. He also wants to form “a me-
dia platform with local newspaper media 
outlets and television to give everyone a 

free of charge platform 
in which all candidates 
can share their ideas 
with only putting a cou-
ple posters up in each 
ward. I want people 
participating weekly, 
not just every 4 years.” 

All 3 men have 
great ideas, and all 
stand a chance at win-
ning, but first they have 
to get past the Queen 
Bee herself, Mayor 
Shari Decter-Hirst. Hirst 
has been mayor for the 
past 4 years and in her 
time in office she has 
successfully managed 
two economically dev-
astating floods. Right 
now she is working 
on the student/family 
housing where Flem-
ing School is located. 
That way a student of 
BU can take their fami-
lies with them on the road to academic 
success. . “I’m hoping to make Brandon a 
better place to live in.  I also am trying to 
make downtown a more sanitary, afford-
able and safer place to live.” 

If you wish to vote there will be vot-

ing stations at City Hall for the advanced 
poll on October 8th and 16th as well as one 
at the Keystone Center in Salon A on the 
18th.  Regular voting day is October 22nd 
by which there will be voting stations set 
up at BU.  Every vote counts, so be sure 
not to miss out. §

Vote for better parking!
Whitney hodgins, senior reporter

The Numbers Are In
Ariele Kehler, reporter

Your four contenders for the crown. Photo credit brandonvotes.ca.
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News – 2

Brandon University and the com-

munity are taking part in a walk on World 
Mental Health Day on October 10th. It is to 
recognize that you are not alone in the fight 
against mental health issues. However it 
is not just for mental health awareness.  
Amanda Todd, a 15 year old girl in British 
Columbia committed suicide October 10th, 
2012, losing her battle to depression after 
she was bullied incessantly. 

Now there is a walk, not only  in 
Amanda’s memory, but to also show that 
everyone equally. This is the second year 
this walk has happened, but it’s the very 
first time Brandon University is taking part. 
September 22th, Mayor Shari Decter Hirst 
signed a proclamation saying that from this 

day on, the city of Brandon will recognize 
world mental health day. 

Those present were the mayor, Tom 
Brophy (Associate Vice-President of Stu-
dent Services & Enrolment Management 
& University Registrar), BUABS President 
Krystal Kayne, BUABS VP Katrina Casul-
la, BUABS Secretary Claire Song, BUABS 
Treasurer Elizabeth Davidson were all 
present for the signing. BUABS is hoping 
for over 1,000 to come participate in the 
walk.  There will be a number of different 
tables set up out in the parking lot of HLC 
including the Women’s Collective and also 
the infamous Bully Blanket will be making 
another appearance. There is still room for 
your signature supporting the initiative. 

There will also be free purple glow 
sticks and $1 necklaces available courtesy 
of BUABS. The Amanda Legacy is provid-

ing Bracelets for $2. The walk will start at 
6:00 PM at the HLC and if you are not able 
to walk the whole route there is a halfway 
mark at Princess park, but if you wish to 
start at Princess Park you have to be there 
before 7:15 PM. BUABS is also looking for 
used or donated backpacks and if you wish 
to donate or volunteer your knapsack for 
the a day you can contact BUABS on Face-
book www.facebook.com/groups/buabs or 
Twitter @BUABS_37; they need hundreds 
so every bag counts to the secret precursor 
happening on campus. But because it’s a 
secret I cannot tell you, sorry. Following the 
event there will be refreshments available 
to everyone. If your wanting to post pictures, 
hashtag them with #EndBystanderApathy, 
#EndTheStigma, #LightUpPurple, #AntiBul-
lyingBlanket and #YouAreNotAlone. §

Light Up the World Purple 
Purple is not just a flavour

Whitney hodgins, senior reporter

As part of the Art Speakers Series, 
BU’s own Dr.Allison McCulloch gave a pre-
sentation on her new book Power-Sharing 
and Political Stability in Deeply Divided 
Societies. Political science students and 
professors from a wide range of faculties 
poured into Clark Hall’s tiny room 104, 
so many in fact it was necessary to move 
the party upstairs to room 212. Dr.Emma 
Varley was in attendance, there “because 
this perfectly fits with my own research on 
the Medical Anthropology of War.” Bottles 
of wine were opened and Dr. McCulloch’s 
presentation began, her son acting as 
chief executive PowerPoint operator. Mc-
Culloch’s new book cross compares two as-
pects of power-sharing, centripetalism and 
consociationalism (yes, they are as difficult 

to pronounce as they are to read). Centrip-
etalism, is when cross-community support 
is required by political parties for them to 
be elected, and consociationalism, is the 
process of reconciling societal break up 
along ethnic lines. v

Her research for the book came from 
all over the world, focusing on centripetal-
ism in  Nigeria, Sri Lanka, Papau New Guin-
ea and Fiji and consociationalism in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Burundi, Northern Ire-
land and Lebanon.

McCulloch’s current projects include 
the SSHRC funded project “Gender, Peace 
and Power-Sharing in Political Transitions” 
which she is working on with Siobhan Byrne 
from the University of Alberta. As well as 
“Can Consociationalism Encourage Mod-
eration” for Queen’s University in Belfast, 
Ireland where she will be teaching and re-
searching while on sabbatical next year.  §

Poli-sci Superstar Dr. Allison McCulloch
Let’s get Political!

KristA mills, reporter

The book that started it. Photo Credit: Krista Mills.

On Wednesday, September 17th, 

the threatre class of Dr. Bernadette Ardel-
li’s held some unusual, but familiar faces 
as some of Brandon University’s adminis-
trative staff, including President Gervan 
Fearon, as part of Ardelli’s plea to modern-
ize the science building.

During a fifty minute lecture and a three 
hour lab, members of BU’s administration, 
including President and Vice-Chancellor Dr. 
Gervan Fearon, Vice-President (Administra-
tion and Finance) Scott Lamont, Associate 
Vice-President (Student Services and Enrol-
ment Management) and University Regis-
trar Tom Brophy, Acting Vice-President (Aca-
demic and Dean of Education) Dr. Heather 
Duncan, Acting Associate Vice-President 
(Research) and Dean of Science Dr. An-
drew Egan, shuffled through the cramped 

theatre aisles. They took notes in confin-
ing theatre desks, and participated in lab 
assignments in what Ardelli believed to be 
inadequate and outdated facility. 

Initially challenging President Fearon 
earlier this summer, Ardelli said she was 
unconvinced that Fearon understood the 
difficulties of teaching and learning in what 
is now an old science building.

“I wanted them to experience what the 
students go through sitting in these lecture 
halls that were built in the early 1970s and 
have not been upgraded to accommodate 
21st century technology,” explained Ardelli. 
“I wanted them to watch me struggle try-
ing to manage a lecture in a classroom that 
was built before I was born.  I also gave 
the students a pop quiz that day because 
I wanted them to observe how uncomfort-
able it is to write a test in those theatres.”

Following the experiment, Ardelli was 
pleased with the exposure and “valuable 

insight” it brought to the university’s ad-
ministration. Dean of Science Dr. Andrew 
Egan said it “was good to connect with Dr. 
Ardelli’s class.” 

The idea of improving the building was 
not an unfamiliar topic to Egan, as it had 
been written into BU’s BUILD 2010 plan, 
but he admitted this was unlikely to occur 
anytime soon. “We have been discuss-
ing the need for improved space and in-
frastructure for science for some time—so 
that discussion continues. I believe that we 
have gained some momentum around the 
concept of better science space at BU that 
will benefit the entire BU community (not 
just Science), the city of Brandon commu-
nity and beyond.”

BU President Dr. Gervan Fearon was 
contacted, but did not issue a response be-
fore date of publication. §

Ardelli Advocates for Upgrades to Brodie
Apologies to anyone who finds the seats in Theatre A comfortable

holly KAlyniuK, AssistAnt editor-in-chief
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Sports/Community – 3

The Bobcat season started strong 

for the gentlemen of the volleyball team 
who took a win in the preseason tourna-
ment, which was held here in Brandon last 
weekend. Teams came from far and wide 
to try to take the gold medal  all ultimately 
getting ready for the upcoming year. 

In attendance there was the Univer-
sity of New Brunswick, University of Winni-
peg, Medicine Hat College and of course 
ours truly. The boys played a total of 4 
games last weekend winning all but 1 of 
them.  It was quite the spectacle the Bob-
cats ultimately won the gold medal game 
against the team that had beat them in 
the round robin part of the tournament, 
earlier in the weekend. This team was the 
University of New Brunswick. They had 
lost 1 set to 3, but it seems that the roles 
had been switched around in the finals as 
Brandon beat them in turn, 3 sets to 1.  

Close games were had all the way 
throughout the tournament. Besides may-

be an unlucky set here and there it was 
quite entertaining to go watch. I’m sure 
volleyball fans will eagerly tell you about 
the intense rallies between Brandon and 
her opponents, plays continuing to go on 
thanks to crazy dives and saves, genuinely 
showing the reason why these young men 
deserve to be part of the Bobcat Nation. 
I can’t wait to watch these guys in the fu-
ture and wish them luck in their upcoming 
campaigns towards victory.

The Men’s Volleyball team’s next 
game will be October 10th in Calgary and 
we wish them the best of luck as they will 
face Mount Royal on back to back days. 
Their next home game is against Calgary 
on the 24th of October.  

It was a tough weekend for the Men’s 
Basketball team last week as they lost 
both games while in Lakehead, Ontario. 

The Timber Wolves played well 
against the Bobcats making statements 
that they had come to play, and from the 
start proved to be a formidable match for 
Brandon’s finest.  Both teams played well, 
making errors on both sides of the court 

as they hopped into a new season.  Sta-
tistically, things could have gone better 
for the Bobcats, missing shots, losing the 
rebound, nothing to fear though as  these 
things can be improved through hard work 
and practice.  We’ve got the team to do it, 
it just all comes down to who makes the 
fewest mistakes, it just so happens that it 
was Lakehead who would walk away with 
the victory, this time.  We keep faith in our 
men as their next game is coming home 
on the 9th of October against Algoma 
University.  Best of luck in the upcoming 
challenges guys. Feel free to deliver some 
serious ass whooping’s to any team who 
stands in your way.

The soccer teams played well over 
the past weekend, both men and women 
playing against ACC. 

The guys would deliver a thrashing to 
their opponents in a 6-1 game giving the 
boys their first win of the season.  
Something to acknowledge about 
the game is that 5 of the 6 goals 
were scored by the forward Vas Gi-
annopoulos. For those of you who 

don’t follow soccer 5 goals in a game is 
considered a lot, but 5 goals for one man 
is phenomenal. This was a great game for 
him and an absolutely wonderful turn out 
for the Brandon guys. I wish them luck for 
the rest of season. The men’s next game 
will be in Winnipeg against the University 
of St. Boniface on October 4th.

The ladies received their second tie 
in a row. It was a nil-zip game against ACC, 
as neither team was able to find an ad-
vantage. This puts their record at 1-1-2 a 
solid go for their relatively short season. 
Four more games are left on the sched-
ule for our women’s soccer team and we 
wish the best for them as they head off 
to go play Providence College on the 5th 
of October. 

More information on the Bobcats 
website, at (www.gobobcats.ca). §

Bobcats of Basketball, Volleyball and Soccer
A mixed bag of wins and losses

roBert KillAm, reporter

Thursday evening at 7:00 pm, 

things got pretty wild up in the Elephant 
room. And when I say wild, I mean the 
crazy party that was thrown by the swing 
dancing club. It got rowdy quickly as peo-
ple of all ages showed up to shake what 
their mothers had given them. The lead-
ers of this organization showed us how to 
rip up the dance floors around Brandon in 
style and class. The charming Chris Que-
he and the lovely Allison Danielson were 
the brains of this operation as they set up 
shop in our school only last semester in 
February, teaching the men and women 
of our generation there is more to dancing 
than twerking, grinding and fist pumping.  

The teachers at the club, both Chris 

and Allison, are very understanding men-
tors and phenomenal dancers.  They take 
the time to teach each and every person 
how to dance in a style known as Lindy 
Hop. This is a form of swing dancing 
which involves moves that will help even 
the clumsiest of people manoeuvre with  
grace and agility across the dance floor 
to find their dancing mate.  With terrific 
twirls, the crazy cross steps, the mayhem 
of bodies flowing throughout the room, 
how could one not want to go back or join 
the swing dancers for life? An hour and a 
half of learning how to dance, mixed with 
friendly people can only lead to loads of 
fun.  You rotate around the room switch-
ing partners every few minutes, meeting 
everyone at a quick pace and learning 
how to dance from each other.  It is a 

great opportunity and I would say 
anyone interested in taking dance 
lessons go see these guys. Lindy Hop is 
a form of dance which really can bring 
out the best in everyone as it tests your 
fitness and mind as you remember steps 
and different parts to a beautiful dancing 
genre. Another plus to this club besides 
being super awesome is the fact that it 
can be very stress relieving and can help 
take frustration out in a productive way 
that will lead you to become a predator on 
the dance floor.  

Chris and Allison dance at the Lady 
of the Lake every Friday in case you feel 
the need to get out there and get a feel 
for the exciting type of dance offered in 
our school. They are part of a much larger 
scene of swing dancing where it almost 

feels universal. Dancing here will be much 
the same in Edmonton or Saskatoon. They 
also provide private lessons so if you can’t 
make the club due to untimely classes or 
drinking *wink wink nudge nudge* you 
have another chance to learn an amaz-
ing dance. Lots of slots are yet to be filled 
for the club and their is plenty of time to 
YOLO your SWAG all over it. My girlfriend 
and I had a blast ripping up the dance 
floor and i would highly recommend it to 
anyone of all shapes and sizes who either 
has a yearning to dance or are bored on a 
Thursday night. Truly a terrific experience.

For more information on Swing Danc-
ing classes go to Swing Dance Brandon 
on Face book and don’t be afraid to swing 
by the elephant room for more info! §

Swingin’ 101
If you can walk you can dance

roBert KillAm, reporter

SUDS Hours
Monday & Tuesday 4:00 PM - 
10:00 PM
Wednesdays and Thursdays 
4:00 PM - 2:00 AM
Fridays 4:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Closed for Thanksgiving.

Thursday evening at 7:00 pm, 

on October 4th members of the Brandon 
community gathered at Dinsdale Park 
to remember the Aboriginal women who 
have been murdered or have gone miss-
ing. This is still a major issue in our so-
ciety, and part of the event’s purpose is 
to bring awareness to the grave subject 
while another part is to help support the 
mourning family members of these wom-
en. The event is held annually on October 
4th regardless of the day of the week or 
other goings on in the community. This 
year people arrived bundled up against 
the frigid air on Saturday, to take part in 

honouring the women and girls. 
Elder Frank Tacan started things off 

with a very moving prayer for the women 
and for their remaining families which 
was followed by a Flower Petal Ceremony. 
There were many drummers and singers, 
and a short empowering speech by Mayor 
Shari Decter-Hirst as well, and once all of 
the petals had been released the patrons 
began their solemn walk down 1st Street 
from Dinsdale Park to the Brandon Friend-
ship Center on College Ave. During the 
walk the drummers and singers contin-
ued to lend their voices to the memory of 
the women and banners were displayed in 
the lead, alerting onlookers to the cause. 

Once the group arrived at its destina-

tion there were more speakers including 
Reg Helwer (Brandon MLA West), Karen 
Peto (Executive Director of Brandon YWCA) 
and Elder Eleanor Elk (from Sioux Valley). 
“Since 1980 there have been 1,182 girls 
and women who have gone missing or 
have been murdered” said Peto, this aver-
aging to roughly 35 women who are sepa-
rated from their families and communi-
ties every year. As Elder Elk stated, usually 
the daughters would go missing and then 
their mothers would go 
looking for them and 
in the process also be-
come missing. She also 
raised the questions 
of “What was that girl 

thinking in her last minutes of life? Her 
last hours? What was she doing?” Deb-
bie Huntinghawk said “We all have a part, 
we all have to work together; I think that if 
we got back to our culture and our tradi-
tional ways things would start changing.” 
Tealight candles were then lit in memory 
of the women and girls by their remaining 
loved ones, and afterwards soup and ban-
nock was served to everyone who partook 
in the event. §

Walking With Our Sisters
Because 1,182 missing women is 1,182 too many

Ashlyn peArce, reporter
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With Halloween coming around 

the corner, what better way to prepare 
than by curling up with some spooky sto-
ries in the form of a good anime? That’s 
where Ghost Hunt comes in. Based on 
a novel by Ono Fuyumi and Inada Shiho, 
Ghost Hunt follows the story of Mai Tani-
yama -- a regular highschool student who 
is shanghai’d into a paranormal group 
known as Shibuya Paranormal Research, 
run by the narcicisstic, yet talented, Ka-
zuya Shibuya.

Mai first finds herself working with 
Shibuya when she accidentally wanders 
into a supposedly haunted old school 
building and finds herself responsible for 
wrecking one of the cameras SPR uses 
to document and record any paranormal 
findings. In order to make up for her trans-
gressions, she reluctantly agrees to help 
Shibuya with the case of that school build-
ing. Also joining the case: monk Housho 

(affectionately known as “Monk-san”), 
shrine maiden Ayako, famous psychic 
personality Masako, and Australian priest 
John Brown. Together, they work setting up 
ways of recording any sort of paranormal 
activity; then, once any sort of apparition 
is found, they exorcise the problem with 
the help of the more spiritually inclined 
members of the group.

Of special note should be the relation-
ship between the two main characters, 
Mai and Kazuya (whom Mai affectionately 
calls “Naru”). While at times hinting slight-
ly at a mild romance between the two, 
what’s more important is the development 
of the main characters throughout the se-
ries. At first, Mai appears as nothing more 
than a normal highschool student with a 
penchant for telling ghost stories. Naru 
himself comes off as cold and uncaring 
and often loses himself in his work. The 
two often clash with Naru considering Mai 
to be a little dull-witted, and Mai thinking 
Naru to be a helpless narcissist who cares 

about nothing but his work. As time goes 
on, however, the two end up helping, and 
ultimately, needing each other as the per-
ils they face start to become more difficult 
and dangerous to the wellbeing of them-
selves and the other members of SPR.

While Ghost Hunt isn’t the most visu-
ally stunning of animes, (especially by to-
day’s standards,) the anime was originally 
released in 2006. For example, one area 
the anime is lacking in is the opening and 
ending. With 
nothing but a 
few eerie bars 
played over 
credits atop a 
gradient back-
ground, it’s not 
hard to say that 
both the open-
ing and end-
ing sequences 
are among the 
most boring 

I’ve ever seen. Don’t let that fool you how-
ever -- while the covers of this anime may 
be a bit drab and dusty, what’s inside will 
leave you intrigued, and perhaps some-
what inclined to sleep with the lights on! 
For any fans of the paranormal genre or 
even for people just looking for a good 
story with a solid cast list and exciting 
mystery, I recommend Ghost Hunt to any-
one looking for the perfect Halloween an-
ime. §

Anime Review: Ghost Hunt
Genre: Detective, Fantasy, Horror    Studio: J.C. Staff         Rating: 4.5 / 5

Spec Ops: The Line is a 2012 third 

person shooter set in Dubai after a cata-
strophic sandstorm has buried most of 
the city. You play Delta Force Captain Mar-
tin Walker (voiced by Nolan North) as you 
lead your three man squad through the 
ruined city in search of survivors. What 
would seem to start off as a strange Bad 
Company knockoff 
quickly takes an 
unexpected turn 
through Heart of 
Darkness, from 
which the game’s 
story is inspired. 

The gameplay 
in The Line is, to be 
blunt, generic but 
solid. Progress is 

made by running from chest-high wall to 
chest-high wall while shooting anything 
that tries to shoot you. The game con-
trols well and plays like almost any other 
third person shooter, with a few small ex-
ceptions. You can order your two squad 
mates to suppress, stun, or attack dug in 
enemies, provided they aren’t taking too 
much fire themselves. In addition to set-
ting up the initial plot, the masses of sand 

burying Dubai come into play. Throughout 
the game, piles of sand placed precari-
ously on delicate glass structures above 
the heads of enemies replace the well 
known explosive red barrel as a means to 
use your environment against your enemy. 
Sandstorms also play a role in changing 
up gameplay once or twice in the game, 
blinding and deafening the player as well 
as messing with their ability to aim and 
use cover.

The story to this game, however, is 
what sets it apart from the droves of mod-
ern military shooters that have oversatu-
rated the market in the last several years. 
In a word, it’s fantastic. To avoid spoiling 
what is really a hidden gem in a shovel-
ware genre, I will keep this as vague as 
possible. Throughout the game, the player 
is forced to make moral decisions -- and 
not petty, “be evil or be good” ones, either. 

Decisions have some amount of impact, 
and many lead to hidden, alternate out-
comes. At one point in Spec Ops, you, as 
Cpt. Walker, make a very bad decision. 
This suddenly shifts the tone of the game 
into something much darker than the 
bland shooter setting the game started 
out with. This culminates in Spec Ops’ 
ending, of which there are actually 3 or 4, 
all of which are absolutely amazing.

Spec Ops: The Line is without a doubt, 
an absolute diamond in the rough of mod-
ern military shooters. Despite it’s some-
what generic gameplay, the story, music, 
visuals and acting all make for an overall 
great game that I would recommend to 
anyone who can still stomach the genre. 
You may be able to find a console copy in 
a bargain bin or online. Failing that, the 
game is available on Steam for both Win-
dows and Mac users alike. §

Game Review: Spec Ops: The Line
Genre: Third Person Shooter     Developer: Yager Development       Platforms: 360, PS3, Windows, OS X Rating: 4.5 / 5 

JAcoB Wolfe, BugA

chelsey Venn, BugA

Fresh from her Polaris Music Prize 

win, Inuit throat singer and composer Tan-
ya Tagaq’s Animism is a triumph of musi-
cal innovation. On an illuminating inter-
view with CBC’s Q, Tagaq says she came 
about throat singing not while in her home 
up north, but when she was away at uni-
versity in Halifax for the first time. 

Being young and lost in life, Tagaq de-
scribes how she spent much of her free 
time in the Halifax club scene, but at the 
same time craved solitude that was hard 
to obtain in the big city. So to her, the nat-
ural way to remind herself of home was to 

teach herself from scratch the traditional 
art of throat singing (mostly in the shower). 
It is these sort of frictional opposites that 
give this album its intense staying power. 
Animism is music influenced by the wide 
tundra expanses, and gritty urban clubs; 
themes inspired by introverted solitude, 
and extroverted animalism.

The music on this album is raw, ex-
perimental and not for everyone. Gener-
ally it gets stranger as it goes along. Lead 
single Caribou features a lush orchestral 
and sub bass introduction, with two vers-
es of straightforward English lyrics, before 
giving away to screams and throat singing 
that acts as a bit of foreshadowing for the 

latter half of Animism. Caribou’s rich layers 
are largely thanks to Tagaq’s collaborators 
on this album, violinist Jesse Zubot, drum-
mer Jean Martin and DJ Michael Red. All 
are very talented and have their moments 
to shine, but one of the biggest standout 
track’s for me has still got to be “Flight” 
all of which consists only of Tagaq’s voice 
multitracked. One layer is (mostly) con-
stant throat singing, and the other a beau-
tiful and musically demanding Soprano 
line. If any track represents the conflicting 
yet complimentary desires of this album, 
it is this one. It’s proper and elegant like 
opera, yet sexually charged and animal-
istic. Opposites brought together with no 

middle ground like this has become a 
way Tagaq has managed to encapsulate 
the essence of the human experience.

Something Tanya Tagaq tends to do 
focus on a lot is her work. This no more 
evident then in closer Fracking, which I 
would have to do a whole other review 
on to do justice. But let’s just say that 
Tanya Tagaq throat singing turns to pants, 
then moans, and finally uncategorizable 
sounds of pain and death, that may liter-
ally make your soul exit your body. A very 
well deserved Polaris win by Tagaq, and 
what I may call a milestone for music that 
could be only possibly be synthesized in 
the frigid expanses of Canada. §

Music Review: Tanya Tagaq - Animism!
Musical sorceresses abound

JAKuB mArshAll, reporter
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Study Break – 5

Dear Quentin,
I wanted to both warn your readers 

about a truly terrible hotel and vacation 
destination while at the same time gath-
er your opinion on some troubling coinci-
dences surrounding me.

I do love the sea, and stayed at what 
was advertised as a quaint B&B in a re-
mote village called Innsmouth. But after 
arriving I found the building itself, and 
frankly the rest of the town, in various 
states of decay! I stayed anyway, the mon-
ey being non-refundable, and proceeded 
to chat with the villagers. They were truly 
horrid, just rude and unpleasant, and 
slightly misshapen but I was too polite to 
say anything.

That night, as I prepared for bed, I 
found the oddest scribbling across the 
walls, “He is coming”, just over and over. 
Ignoring it as the practical joke of one the 
local boys, I went to bed.

I awoke in the night to terrible bang-
ing outside my window, but nothing was 
there! I tried to complain to manage-
ment, but could find nobody. Venturing 

outside, I saw a group coming toward the 
B&B, robed and carrying torches. Really 
this was too much. I hastily gathered my 
things, hopped in my car and went home.

But now, it seems where ever I go, I 
hear that ghastly banging, just again
and again
and again
He is coming
He is coming
He is coming

Yours Truly,
He is coming

Dear He is coming,
I don’t… I just… Maybe get some ura-

nium dust… Or find a church. 

Quentin

Quentin Quill is an 18th century 
time traveler trapped in BU. He has not 
yet declared a major or even attended 
class in the last several months. He 
passes the time distilling quartz and 
pretending to be a History Professor. 
Dr. Winter does not appreciate this. 

If you have a question for Quentin 
please email him at missq@thequill.
ca. He promises not to yell. If Quentin 
chooses your question you get a free 
Quill T-shirt. They make for good car 
window curtains.

I’ve ever seen. Don’t let that fool you how-
ever -- while the covers of this anime may 
be a bit drab and dusty, what’s inside will 
leave you intrigued, and perhaps some-
what inclined to sleep with the lights on! 
For any fans of the paranormal genre or 
even for people just looking for a good 
story with a solid cast list and exciting 
mystery, I recommend Ghost Hunt to any-
one looking for the perfect Halloween an-
ime. §

Genre: Detective, Fantasy, Horror    Studio: J.C. Staff         Rating: 4.5 / 5

Decisions have some amount of impact, 
and many lead to hidden, alternate out-
comes. At one point in Spec Ops, you, as 
Cpt. Walker, make a very bad decision. 
This suddenly shifts the tone of the game 
into something much darker than the 
bland shooter setting the game started 
out with. This culminates in Spec Ops’ 
ending, of which there are actually 3 or 4, 
all of which are absolutely amazing.

Spec Ops: The Line is without a doubt, 
an absolute diamond in the rough of mod-
ern military shooters. Despite it’s some-
what generic gameplay, the story, music, 
visuals and acting all make for an overall 
great game that I would recommend to 
anyone who can still stomach the genre. 
You may be able to find a console copy in 
a bargain bin or online. Failing that, the 
game is available on Steam for both Win-
dows and Mac users alike. §

005 - Dr. Vincent Chen
Area: 4-11 BB
Cry: Cool!

Chen is an Element-type prof. He is 
commonly found, like most Profs at 
BU, either in Forbidden Flavours or in 
his office. Chen has an Outdoorsy trait, 
gaining bonus EXP from canoeing and 
golfing. His special move is Protein/Cell 
Interaction. Chen can be caught more 
easily after conversations about cell 
biology, hockey, or technology.

Ask Quentin 

Musical sorceresses abound
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BUSU/Clubs – 6

In case you missed it, the Philosophy 

Hang Out at SUDS on Monday, Septem-
ber 29th was a great success. There was 
pizza, games, music, and of course differ-
ent types of beer to go around, courtesy 
of the Department of Philosophy. 

As a student who’s enrolled in a num-
ber of overlapping classes that have phi-
losophy at the heart of theIR disciplines, I 
can say that it would benefit your academ-
ics by taking a philosophy course. Sure, 
some people think philosophy is useless 
but I can say for a fact that reason and 
logic is useful. The ability to argue in your 
undergraduate papers is essential for 
academic success at the graduate stud-
ies level. Those students studying physics, 
psychology, health sciences, sociology, 
law, and education, can and will benefit 
from studying philosophy. 

We arrive at philosophical questions 
everyday such as, “why am I in Universi-
ty?” The answer to this question has some 
history tied to it, why not be educated? Or 
in other words, the capitalists who fear a 
society with educated people capable of 

critical thinking may very well be a threat 
to the dictated way of their operations.  

Again, just a sample of why one may 
want to study philosophy, instead of beat-
ing around the 
bush why not 
just go straight 
to the source of 
different philoso-
phy teachings 
and get credit 
for it? After all, 
the meeting was 
great. 

I am guilty 
for skipping a 
sociology class 
for this hang out, 
let me tell you 
the different per-
spectives of vari-
ous faculty mem-
bers’ expertise in 
philosophy is a 
reason to study 
with them. Think 
of philosophy 
as a tree. Each 

branch has different smaller branches 
that grow different leaves. But this tree 
grows and grows always connecting back 
to the same place. 

Go experience these courses for 
yourself! Hopefully I will see you all in Dr. 
Stankovic’s Theory of Knowledge course 
he’ll be instructing next semester! §

The Philosophy Club Hang-Out
Support the National Sisters in Spirit Walk!

hArold hourie, reporter

October is here! That means we’ve 

survived an entire month of classes 
-- but more importantly, it also means 
Hallowe’en is right around the corner, and 
it’s time to celebrate the spooky and the 
scary! I guarantee I’ll be thinking a lot 
about all the freaky horror games I don’t 
have the time to play anymore, and chanc-
es are good that you’ll get to hear about 
them in the weeks to come!

Meanwhile, BUGA has a number of 
events in mind for this month. (Alas, our 
event calendar couldn’t be squeezed 
into the paper’s previous issue.) With 
Hallowe’en falling on a Friday, there’s a 
lot of potential for themed socials and 
parties that night. We will be holding our 
own game-related party, with a number 

of activities and prizes to be won! At 3 
PM, we’ll be meeting up for group Trick-
or-Treating! This will go hand-in-hand with 
the BUSU food drive which will be happen-
ing the same night, but the intention is 
to mingle, interact, and have fun, even if 
what we’re doing may seem immature to 
some people. (You’re only as young (old?) 
as you feel!) Later in the evening, we’ll be 
gathering back at the University for some 
Hallowe’en gaming fun! We’ll have a num-
ber of themed games at the ready, (some 
which I can’t guarantee at this time, as we 
don’t yet possess them,) including Were-
wolf! The exact details are still a work in 
progress, but we’re also hoping to get a 
number of the other groups around the 
university involved and make this a huge 
event that everyone will enjoy!

We’re also planning to hold a pumpkin 

carving contest, with Hallowe’en-themed 
game-related prizes for the winners! On 
October 30th, entrants will be able to bring 
in their pumpkin to submit it for judging. 
The panel of judges will consist of volun-
teers from the University’s faculty and ad-
ministration. There will be an entry charge 
of $5 for anyone supplying their own 
pumpkin, or $15 for anyone requesting us 
to supply the pumpkin for them. Contact 
us to let us know you’re interested in en-
tering, or if you have any questions about 
the contest details!

PrairieCon’s Fall GamesDay is being 
held on October 18th, and will be running 
from 10 AM to 10 PM, and taking place at 
529 4th Street. It’ll be a fun day of gaming 
goodness, and any and all are welcome 
to attend! Additionally, BUGA is hosting a 
Pathfinder Society event on Wednesday, 

October 8th, in the Elephant Room of the 
Knowles-Douglas building. (Remember 
Pathfinder, which I mentioned in last 
week’s issue?) Both events are held free 
of charge, and are great opportunities for 
one and all to discover the wonders of the 
gaming community!

We’re hoping to have posters, as 
well as more details, to keep everyone in-
formed in the near future. If anyone has 
any questions, or would like to be a part 
of the Hallowe’en event, feel free to send 
us an e-mail, or chat me up if we bump 
into each other around the campus! Don’t 
forget to stop by the McMaster meeting 
rooms on Fridays and check out our regu-
lar game nights as well! §

BUGA October Events
You’re only as old as yourself

treVor “t-dAWg” Venn, BugA

Brandon University Students’  
Union Vice-President External Sandra Mu-
tasa announced her resignation in early 
September, and the position will be filled 
in accordance with the 2014-2015 elec-
tions.

On Tuesday, September 9th, Mutasa 
formally announced her resignation, 
which officially came into effect at the 
council meeting on Thursday, September 

11th.  
According to Vice-President Internal 

Nick Brown, Mutasa’s absence has not 
harmed BUSU and its daily operations. 
“We’ve been able to cover it through the 
rest of us,” said Brown. “…We’ve essen-
tially covered the other aspects of the 
Vice-President’s position.”

Given BUSU executives cease to work 
during the by-election campaign period, 
BUSU will not be filling the position of VPE 
beforehand. “It happened early enough 

that we were able to [advertise for it],” 
said Brown. As a result, another VPE will 
be appointed through the by-election pro-
cess beginning with nominations period 
between October 6th and 10th.

The only disrupted event is club ratifi-
cation, which will take place following the 
by-elections beginning October 6th.

Brown respectfully declined to com-
ment on Mutasa’s reasons for stepping 
down. Mutasa was contact for comment, 
but failed to reply before publication. §

BUSU VPE Resigns 
Job opening....

holly KAlyniuK, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

She will will be missed. Photo credit Sandra Mutasa

Your BUGA Event Calendar
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Fashion That’s More Than Beautiful
Leatherworkers Unite!

ACC/Community – 7

The idea of sustainable art as fashion 

design came to Adan Ballou through philo-
sophical notions spurred by his surround-
ings. As in any thoughtful pursuit, his per-
spective was influenced and shaped by 
the influences in his personal realm. 

Ballou is a local artist in Westman, 
and his niche is creating fashionable 
leather products that are a mix of Euro-
pean Couture and western/equestrian 
styles. In 2010, Ballou started craft-
ing art through leather textiles to create 
high-quality items that were economically 
friendly. 

“I started working with leather 
out of a desire to make a motorcycle 
seat,” Ballou said. “It blossomed from 
there into a whole bunch of different 
mediums – textile, leather, metal, and 
all these different elements that are 
recycled.”

Through all of his pieces, Bal-
lou expresses a philosophical theme. 
And his personal dedication to his art 
reflects his own respect for Mother 
Earth, as well as his commitment to 
integrity.   

“If I’m able to skin the animal, 
that’s what my goal is,” he said. “If I’m 
able to tan that material using entirely 
natural materials I can pick off the 
ground, that’s what I’m going to do. All 
the metal I cast myself from recycled 
brass or copper. All my materials with 

wax are recycled candled wax. It’s very 
sustainable.” 

Ballou also works as a graphic artist 
at “Regent Custom Cresting” and finds 
time beyond his regular work hours to cre-
ate pieces for “Adan Ballou Haute Cuir.” 
The art Ballou creates out of recycled 
leather is time consuming, hard work and 
creates a fair bit of stress.

“I don’t sleep much,” Ballou said with 
a laugh. “The design of a bag could take 
me a year to actually make the pattern be-
cause there’s a lot of thought that goes 
into it. … Once I have the leather, the pat-
terns and the metal master casts, “The 

Malena Bag,” for example, would probably 
take me a hundred hours to make.”

Creating recycled fashionable wear 
that’s also high quality isn’t the main rea-
son Ballou spends countless hours de-
signing and crafting these products. His 
leatherwear is a manifestation of his sur-
roundings, which he expresses through 
the creation of recycled fashion wear. 

It’s his commitment to craft and the 
wholesomeness of his approach  that 
sets Ballou’s work apart from other high-
fashion accessories. 

“When you carry one of these bags 
around, you know it wasn’t manufactured 

(by) a six-year-old in Malaysia or you know 
it wasn’t mass-produced for someone to 
sell to you for the highest dollar,” said Bal-
lou. “These items have honesty to them, a 
personality – it has a soul in itself.” 

Ballou continues to design and create 
new products that challenge and expand 
his skill as a craftsman. While he sells his 
products, that’s not his sole purpose – 
he’s cultivating an expression of himself 
through his work.  

“I don’t mind if it’s hard and I don’t 
mind if it’s stressful, but as long as I feel 
passion about it and I can really put my 
heart into it, and that makes it worth do-

ing. I’m really not doing it for anyone 
else, I’m just doing it the best I can – 
it’s my expression.” 

Ballou and his wife Malena Gon-
zalez, who handles most of the man-
agement side of Adan Ballou Haute 
Cuir, are expanding the business into 
new markets, including those in Win-
nipeg as well as some outlets and in 
Europe and the U.S. 

A unique Adan Ballou design is 
holsters for holding a cell phone and 
wallet. These holsters reflect a west-
ern style and “carry the weapons of 
modern revolution; communications 
and cash,” said Ballou.

For modern stylings with an en-
vironmental conscience and a philo-
sophical flare, check out Ballou’s 
designs at http://www.adanballou.
com/. §

Go experience these courses for 
yourself! Hopefully I will see you all in Dr. 
Stankovic’s Theory of Knowledge course 
he’ll be instructing next semester! §

Support the National Sisters in Spirit Walk!

cAlly stephAnoW, Acc correspondent

You’re only as old as yourself

She will will be missed. Photo credit Sandra Mutasa

Brandon University held its bi-

annual career day on October 1st, 2014. 
Businesses from around the Westman 
area, as well as provincial government 
representatives set up shop in the Min-
gling Area from 10:00 AM to 2:30 PM to 
tell students (a.k.a. their potential employ-
ment pool) about what it is like to be part 
of their teams.

While the career day target audience 
was primarily those looking to get sum-
mer jobs in the fields that interest them 
in the long run, there were a few options 
for those seeking part-time employment 
while still attending school. Places like 
The Source and the Boissevain branch of 
the Royal Bank of Canada are looking for 
entry level, part time workers. Of course, 
Chartered Professional Accountants of 
Manitoba is also recruiting from our Busi-
ness faculty, and the Canadian Armed 
Forces as well as Manitoba Corrections 
are always looking for enthusiastic indi-
viduals who are wanting to go into more 
physically demanding fields. §

Career Day!
For when you outgrow #YOLO 

Ariele Kehler, reporter

September 28th was Winnipeg Sym-
phony Orchestra’s first concert in Brandon 
for the 2014/2015 season. By invitation 
of the WSO conductor, Alexander Mick-
elthwate, the Brandon University Concert 
Choir and Chorale joined forces with the 
musicians on stage to sing Canticle of 
Freedom. Seventy singers, under the di-
rection of BU professor Andree Dagenais, 
stepped on stage to share in composer 
Aaron Copland’s majestic work about pa-
triotism and a free world.

Following the opening work was 
George Gershwin’s Piano Concerto in F, 
featuring soloist Natasha Paremski on 
piano. This piece contained three move-
ments, each more impressive than the 
last. A quote from Gershwin summing up 
the work was displayed in the WSO’s pro-
gram stating “…The final movement is an 
orgy of rhythms.”

After a brief intermission the concert 
was back in motion with Antonin Dvořák’s 
Symphony No. 9 in E minor, Op. 95, “From 
the New World” for which the concert was 
titled. This is Dvořák’s most famously 
known symphony, easily recognizable by 

its popular melodies and famous French 
horn line. 

This is only the beginning for the WSO 
this season, there are three more Brandon 
concerts to come, the next being Sunday, 
November 2nd. Consider buying a season 

pass so you’re guaranteed a great seat 
and excellent music. The box office at the 
Western Manitoba Centennial Auditorium 
on BU campus has  tickets and more in-
formation.  §

WSO in Brandon
It doesn’t stand for Walk Sure Onions

chArlie cArrier, reporter

Jack Moes explains the concepts of the Campus Master Plan. Photo Credit: Karleigh Paul.
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Quill Classifieds
Champions 
Of 
E-Brandon:

Celebrating our 
pillars of 
intelect.

Would you read Harp-
er’s bible?

 Need a new desk? Of course 
you do!
Pick up a gently-used desk 
from The Quill offices 
for only $20 each!  You move 
them, though.  
We might help if you smile.

 

Do you have something to 
sell? Are you a student?

Then The Quill has a solution 
for you!

Classified ads are free for 
students up to 30 words!  
(Textbook ads can be lon-

ger.)

Right wing hot air
  
Good Lord, talk about extremist right wing conservative views on this 
subject. It’s like you are reading from Harper’s “bible”

 
Park Community 
Centre 
Presents the 14th Annual 
Fall Record & Music Sale 
2014
Sunday October 26th, 
2014.
1428 Louise Ave. Brandon.
11 AM - 5 PM
Coffee/Lunch Available
For more information 
contact Don @ 204-726-
0703


