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Fighting for Space: The ISO

As university students, it often 

feels like people with political power just 
kind of leave us on the back burner and 
don’t think to offer us anything that will 
help us out. At this years Throne Speech 
the NDP has gotten rid of this notion and 
pushed through some priorities for the 
coming year (2015) that will impact us as 
students in tremendous ways. 

First on deck we have the announce-
ment of funding to develop five new hybrid 
programs for universities and colleges. 
These programs will be for fields that 

are in high demand such as engineering, 
water-stewardship and new media. This is 
aimed towards people that are just com-
ing into university, looking for a change of 
degree or people that are wanting to up-
date their skills and education. 

The government also has plans to ex-
pand the apprenticeship training program 
to include more than just the traditional 
trades and update it to more modern 
standards. One of the proposed programs 
to be made part of the apprenticeship 
program is Information Technology. 

The NDP also intends to implement 
a new credit transfer program which will 
make it easier to go to a different insti-

tution and still continue to work on your 
degree with fewer hoops to jump through. 
Part of this initiative will be to make the 
recognition of courses and credits more 
transparent, and will be to double the 
number of online courses offered by 
eCampus Manitoba. 

And the most groundbreaking part 
of these initiatives that were announced 
was the intention to offer interest-free stu-
dent loans. Once this initiative is passed 
Manitoba will be the first province in Can-
ada to offer student loans so affordably. 
The NDP also plans to reduce the barriers 
to acquiring a student loan by relinquish-
ing the ability for financial institutions to 

use car ownership as a deciding factor on 
whether or not to grant a student loan. 
This makes a world of sense as rural stu-
dents (and some students in town) need a 
vehicle in order to get to classes. 

This of course isn’t the extent of the 
plans for 2015, however these bits are 
the ones that concern (and benefit) us as 
students the most. For the politically con-
scious of us you can watch the highlights 
from the speech or read the full list of 
plans by going to www.yourmanitoba.ca/
caucus2010/whatsNew and clicking on 
“The 2014 Speech From the Throne”.  §

More territory swapping than Risk and twice as bitter

Ashlyn PeArce, rePorter

Where the party starts, but hopefully not for much longer. Photo credit. Alex Murray.
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Think Politics Don’t Affect You?
For once, something that benefits university students!

The International Student’s  
Organization (ISO) has, for a number of 
years, built a strong community of stu-
dents from all over the world. These 
students now make up about 5% of the 
student population at BU and they still 
do not have a permanent space. For the 
time being they have been shoehorned 
into the EAP classroom beside the Louis 
Riel Room after 2:30 PM 
and have even installed 
a little refrigerator. The 
executives from the orga-
nization are happy about 
this but they believe that 
more could be done to ac-
commodate them. 

Mouhamed Sow and 
Konstantin Krumin have 
been putting pressure 
on the administration for 
some time to get perma-

nent space set up but they believe that 
nothing has been done yet. Sow went on 
to say that “They (the administration) does 
some things. They gave us a pretty good 
day at a driving range and help promote 
our events, but what we need is space.”

For an organization as close knit as 
this one, space is necessary for many of 
their events. They hold FIFA nights, con-
versational English practice sessions, and 
support each other in their adjustments 

to Canada. Many who come here have 
no idea as to the social customs or how 
to cope in the winter. The ISO is there to 
help, even when in their opinion, the ad-
ministration can be doing more. They are 
the family away from their family and a 
support network they can trust.

David Roland of the Office of Inter-
national Activities responded to this by 
saying that “There will be no quick fix for 
this. Once we get more of an international 

student presence on campus it will be 
easier to go ahead with plans for perma-
nent space.” This seems to be a problem 
encountered by many clubs on campus. 

BUSU has been trying to develop more 
club space on campus for what seems like 
forever. Ever changing executives in BUSU 
often mean that these attempts stall be-
fore they get off the ground. Not only that, 
but creating new space out of whole cloth 
is expensive and BUSU needs to wait for 

more money. 
The ISO is not just for 

international students, how-
ever. If you are interested in 
supporting them or joining 
in the fun and welcoming at-
mosphere the ISO provides 
you can email Mouhamed 
Sow and Konstantin Krumin 
at MouhametuSow@ymail.
com or konstantin.krumin@
gmail.com.  §

Alex MurrAy, editor-in-chief



The Quill is published weekly by The 
Quill, Inc., and is printed by The Kil-
larney Guide in Killarney, MB.

NOTE: Editorials, letters, and view-
point articles do not necessarily 
reflect the opinion of The Quill staff, 
The Quill, Inc., or the faculty, staff, or 
administration of Brandon University.

The Quill is a member of Canadian 
University Press (CUP), one of the 
world’s largest student organiza-
tions, with a membership of over 70 
student newspapers in Canada.
Advertisers wishing to buy space in 
both this newspaper and other CUP-
affiliated newspapers should contact 
our multi-market ad representative:

FREE Media
11629 105th Avenue
Edmonton, AB  T5H 0L9
Phone: 780-421-1000
advertising@free-media.ca

For online advertising inquiries, 
please contact:
Rouge Media Group
250 The Esplanade, The Keep
Toronto, ON  M5A 1J2
Phone: 416-360-8120

Local advertisers can also contact 
us directly at the address below:
The Quill
270 18th Street 
Brandon University
Brandon, MB  R7A 6A9
Office: 204-727-9667     
Fax: 204-571-0029

editorialstaff
Editor in Chief | Alex Murray
eic@thequill.ca
Assistant Editor in Chief | Holly Kalyniuk
assistanteic@thequill.ca
General Manager | Elinor Murray
gm@thequill.ca
Senior Reporter |
Whitney Hodgins
Senior ACC Correspondent | 
Karleigh Paul
Quentin |
missq@thequill.ca
Classifieds |
classifieds@thequill.ca
Advertising |
advertising@thequill.ca

    contributors
Bridgette Ann-MArie, dAkotA BickleMeier, 
Whitney hodgins, holly kAlyniuk, Ariele 

kehler, roBert killAM,  Alex MurrAy, reid 
ogilvie, Ashlyn PeArce, nABil roBerts And 

trevor venn BugA, JilliAn vAnderheiden 
BuAsc.

Volume 105, Issue 14 — December 2nd, 2014 — 2 

The Quill@quillbu

News – 2

Join Brandon University mascot 

Bailey the Bobcat and other students and 
staff in donating blood for baby Bailey on 
Wednesday, December 3rd.

Fifteen-month-old Bailey Phillips suf-
fers from Cytomegalovirus (CMV), a virus 
affecting her blood platelet levels, liver, and 
spleen. As a result, she requires regular 
transfusions to survive, and has had some 
128 to date.

The month of December is generally a 
slow month for blood donation, and given 
packed red blood cells have a shelf life of 
42 days, and blood platelets a shorter span 
of only 5 days, Canadian Blood Services is 
desperate for the generosity of Canadians 
across the country.

To promote the drive, Sports Adminis-
tration Assistant Matt Packwood, also an 
avid donor, has coordinated Bailey the Bob-
cat’s participation in the event. Other mem-
bers of the BU family were supportive in the 
development of the drive, said Bessette, in-
cluding BU Canadian Blood Services Com-
mittee and President Dr. Gervan Fearon.

Event coordinator and BU Student En-
gagement Office Michelle Bessette encour-
ages all students and staff that are willing 
and able to participate. 

“BU has always been supportive of Ca-
nadian Blood Services and in fact are part 
of their Partner for Life Program,” said Bes-
sette. “It is just too much of a coincidence 
that we have BU Bailey on one side look-
ing to support the community and we have 

baby Bailey in the community needing sup-
port. We’re really hoping to get a good turn 
out of BU students, staff, and faculty!”

Bessette said that support for Blood 
for Bailey has thus far been overwhelming-

ly positive. “BU students have been volun-
teering at the sign-up booth, encouraging 
friends who are anxious first time donors, 
offering to write this article and ‘sharing’ 
the poster on Facebook. Every little bit 
helps!”

Those interested in donating for baby 
Bailey are asked to email the Chair of the 
BU Canadian Blood Services Committee 
Lisa Murray at murray@brandonu.ca or text 
Bessette at 204-570-1427 to book an ap-
pointment. 

To encourage donation despite colder 
temperatures, shuttle services are avail-
able at 11:45 AM, 1:15 PM, 2:15 PM, 3:15 
PM, and 4:00 PM. Interested parties must 
register with either Lisa or Michelle and 
meet in Clark Hall room 104.

If you are unable to donate on De-
cember 3rd at Canadian Blood Services 
in Brandon’s Town Centre, Bessette says 
mentioning baby Bailey at your next ap-
pointment will enable your donation to 
be shared with her. She also encourages 
those unable to donate to share Bailey’s 
story with one friend to support the cause. 
#blood4bailey #IAMBU §

Blood Donor Clinic for Baby Bailey
If our mascot can do it, so can you!

holly kAlyniuk, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

In this week’s meeting, your friendly 

neighbourhood BUSU council discussed 
the method of payment for directors. Direc-
tors on the BUSU council are paid for three 
credit hours of service per term as per the 
by-law passed last year. Three credit hours 
works out to about fifteen man hours of 
work. Directors can apply for more credit 
hours if they feel they have gone above and 
beyond their allotted three credit hours. 
Steps are currently being made to look into 
whether three credit hours are enough giv-
en the amount of time and effort the Direc-
tors put in to their positions, or if it should 
be raised. The by-law can only be changed 
at the next BUSU AGM, scheduled for April 
2015, so the council will be drafting their 
new proposal in the coming months.

The BUSU Executive has confirmed that 

the Student Union is currently in the black 
financially, the loss suffered by this year’s 
Rock the Block having been absorbed by 
profits from previous years. Plans are un-
derway to ensure that the 2015-2016 
school year has a successful, profitable 
Rock the Block event. 

If you are on campus on Tuesday, De-
cember 2nd and are not afraid of a jolly 
man in a red suit, stop by the Mingling Area 
and SUDS for photos with Joel Springer – 
I mean... Santa. Yeah. Santa. upcoming 
events. With all the executive and directors 
in attendance, with only one regret by way 
of International Director  Md Alif Khan, it 
was a full house. 

VPE Rhoni Mohanraj has been organiz-
ing a few events for students with the help 
of OM Suz McFadden and GM Nataly Ore. 
On Monday, December 1st, they held a free 
yogurt bar in the Mingling Area. There will 

be a Christmas cookie decorating event 
scheduled sometime in the near future, 
dates TBA. Also on Monday, December 1st, 
BUSU President Joel Springer had the hon-
our of throwing a pie in ACCSA President 
Larry Makarikhin’s face as part of the Hal-
loween food drive bet. BU beat out ACC by 
several thousand pounds of donations for 
the food bank. Rock on, BU!

Due to a lack of interest in last year’s 
food hampers, BUSU has decided not to 
put them together this year. It was found 
that a number of students signed up for 
the hampers last year but did not pick them 
up. The unclaimed food was donated to lo-
cal charities. BUSU is currently considering 
making a limited amount of mini-hampers 
on a first-come, first-served basis, and will 
let students know when they have reached 
a consensus regarding this matter. §

BUSU Debates Better Pay
Decorate a cookie, political style

Ariele kehler, BureAucrAcy corresPondent

Have a library fine or two hanging 

over your head? Maybe out of change right 
before the holidays to pay it back? No need 
to worry, the Food For Fines program hosted 
by the library is just what you need. Simply 
donate a non-perishable food item in lieu of 
paying your fine, and you’ll be golden! If you 
bring a can or box of food, it removes $2.00 
from your fine. Just a note, this only applies 
to current fines and only up to $20.00. Any-
one with any fines can take part. It runs 
from December 1st until December 5th, so 

get your canned soup in before then. 
Donations will be given to the BUSU 

Food Bank. Items 
can be taken 
to the Main Li-
brary or the Mu-
sic Library. 

So what 
are you waiting 
for? Pay off your 
debts with some 
boxes of pasta, 
and help some-
one in need this 

holiday season! §

Food For Fines
Finally finished the book and can help some folk

JennA vAliquette, rePorter

Baby Bailey Phillips. Photo Credit Key West Photo.

SUDS Hours
LAST DAY OPEN: Thursday, Decem-
ber 11th.
CLOSED FROM DECEMBER 12th - 
JANUARY 4th.
OPEN FOR 2ND TERM: Monday, 
January 5th. (OPEN AT NOON) 



Brandon University women’s 
soccer team battled for victory against fa-
miliar opponents on Saturday, November 
22nd on a much smaller field.

Despite having only nine players, 
which was enough for only one full substa-
tion rotation, they managed to walk away 
with a win. The Bobcats fought regular 
season second place finishers Red River 
and lost 3 - 2, but came back to squash 
regular season fourth placed Canadian 
Mennonite University 8 - 0.

“Switching from outdoor to indoor al-
ways has its challenges, especially since 
some of our players have never played 
Futsal before,” explained Head Coach 
Rainer Schira.  “Players definitely learned 
from the first [game] and applied what the 
learned to the next.”

Captain Jaycee Castle praised her 
team’s weekend performance, saying “we 

fought hard [and] adapted really well to 
the different changes of pace with it be-
ing a faster game.” 

During the colder months after the 
season ends, the 
women’s team 
works on perfect-
ing their footwork 
and ball control 
techniques in futsal 
exhibition games. 

“Just like out-
door, we are com-
petitive indoor,” 
said Schira, “and I 
am hopeful that we 
will be able to play 
MCAC Futsal next school year.”

The women’s soccer team does not 
have any upcoming tournaments sched-
uled this term, but may attend other tour-
naments after Christmas break. §
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Weekend Futsal Action
...there is no off-season

holly kAlyniuk, AssistAnt edior-in-chief

On Saturday the Men’s and Wom-

en’s Volleyball Teams from ACC were 
at it again when they faced off against 
the Universite de Saint Boniface. It was 
a hard fought victory with the Women 
winning their first game in 5 sets. Jillian 
Frieze had 4 aces, 7 kills and a block for 
the Cougars. Tawny Shelvey had 5 aces, 
10 kills and MCAC athlete of the week, 
and Riese McArthur had 3 aces, 12 kills 
and 3 blocks. 

They had a rematch later on and the 
USB’s serving proved too strong and the 
Cougers lost 3 - 0. 

When it was the Men’s turn it was un-
fortunately more of the same story when 
they lost their first game 3 - 0. Logan 
Jones had 7 kills, 2 blocks and an ace in 
the match. Tyson Peters had 6 kills. In the 
second match they did take one set, but 
still lost 3-1, Logan Jones lead the team 

again with 11 kills, 2 blocks and 2 aces 
and Tyson Peters added another 9 kills.

Moving on to the rink, things were 
a little grim this week. In the first game 
against the Northern Stars things were 
looking up for a while. The Stars scored in 
the first period but Gabby Green tied it up 
in the second. The Stars scored again in 
the second and the Cougars pulled their 
goalie to try to even things up, but the 
Stars scored on the open net. Final score 
was 3 - 1 for the Stars. In their second 
game against the Silvertips things were a 
little worse, The Silvertips scored 2 in the 
first period, 2 in the second, and another 
in the third. Final score of 5 - 0 for the 
Silvertips.

On a lighter note, the Cougars ran 
a fundraiser in October at one of their 
games, wrapping their sticks in pink tape 
and sell breast cancer awareness shirts. 
In the end $420 was raised. Way to go! 
§

Cougar’s Weather the Storm
No one was swept overboard

reid ogilvie, rePorter

The Bobcats played hard this 

past weekend and fought extremely well 
against Trinity Western 
University. Both teams, 
Men and Women, 
found themselves hard 
pressed and faced close 
victories and defeats. 
The men played last 
weekend’s games with 
vigour and energy, as 
they kept both games 
very close. They only lost 
by 9 points on Friday and 

won by a mere 5 points on the Saturday. 
The women also kept their games 

neck and neck as they put the pedal to 
the metal and took the win on Friday by 
1 point but lost Saturday by only 4. These 
are some of the closest games that the 
Bobcats have played this year. I’d like to 

congratulate both men and women as 
they put their heart and souls into such 
thrilling games and left everything out 
on the court. For the official stats of this 
weekend’s games please go to www.
gobobcats.ca. The guy’s and girl’s next 
games will be on the 29th - 30th in Regina, 
The next home game will be in the new 
year on the 9 th - 10th against the University 
of Saskatchewan. I hope the finish of the 
semester is strong for you athletes, and 
that you enjoy your break and get ready to 
kick some butt in the following year.

Also, as one of the last issues for 
the following year, I would like to send 
out a big thank you to our referees and 
the ball boys and girls who dedicate their 
time to make our games flow smoothly. It 
is appreciated and although some of the 
crowd is more mouthy than others, we 
do acknowledge the tough job you have. 
Whether basketball or volleyball we thank 
you! §

Bobcats Loss
Intense matches throughout the weekend

roBert killAM, sPorts Writer

Waking up before the sun is up is 

always an accomplishment for a university 
student, as most people are still sleeping 
from the wild night before. I was on a mis-
sion though, I had an early morning yoga 
class to go to. 

I got dressed and headed off to the 
HLC. No birds were chirping yet, as even 
they are reasonable and only wake up 
around eight. Yet here I was heading off 
to the great unknown, in the North Mez-
zanine for 7:00 AM. I was not sure what 
to expect, in fact the only thing I for sure 

knew about yoga was they have very par-
ticular stretchy pants that I did not own. 

Right from the get-go I could tell this 
was going to be an intense session of re-
laxation. The music set the vibe as the 
songs were a mix of soft and soothing to 
chilling and not giving a care in the world. 
The yoga program is put on by local yoga 
therapist Shawna Philpot. 

The new mother is a graduate of 
Brandon University, and teaches a variety 
of classes throughout the city. Her pro-
grams offer different styles of yoga, focus-
ing on anywhere from strength to flexibility 
to the very particular prenatal and post-
natal Yoga. Here at this HLC class though 

she focuses on breathing, as every move 
flows with your breath. The experience 
that I had was awesome, it felt so good 
and relaxing. 

The whole class lasted about an 
hour and ended with everyone just lying 
on their yoga mats breathing. The bits of 
workout can easily be made easier, as 
new students attend and can feel free to 
take things at their own pace. So come out 
guys and girls, Monday and Wednesday 
7:00 AM to 8:00 AM. I guarantee you will 
not regret the intense sense of relief that 
comes along with the friendly workout. 

However, if early morning is just not 
your style, Shawna also teaches classes 

off the university at the West End Commu-
nity Centre, 247 23rd street, at 5:30 PM 
to 6:30 PM and this style is called Karma 
yoga. All proceeds of this class go towards 
charity and it is asked a minimum of 5 dol-
lars be donated. The charity for this class 
varies every month, and for the month of 
November the charity is The United Way of 
Brandon & District. For more info on regis-
tering for the class at the HLC go to www.
gobobcats.com or for Shawna’s other 
classes please go to www.brandoncityyo-
ga.com. Feel free to get out there and get 
limber people! §

Getting Your Zen On
Awesome yoga classes offered

roBert killAM, sPorts Writer
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My attitude towards -10 degrees 

Celsius has changed dramatically since 
I came to Canada. The coldest weather I 
ever experienced in Korea was around -10 
degrees Celsius and most Koreans often 
wish for a white Christmas. However, -10 
degrees Celsius in a Manitoban winter is 
a warm day and Manitobans do not have 
to wish for a white Christmas because we 
know for sure it will happen. 

In Manitoba, the lowest temperature 
this week will be about -30 degrees Cel-
sius. When I was not in Canada, I could 

never have imagined something like this 
temperature. However, I am now surprised 
at my own adaptability when I check the 
number and simply nod my head. Even 
though I think I am well-adapted to Mani-
toba winter and even wrote about how I 
acclimatized to Manitoba’s winter, there 
are still many reasons why I am not a fan 
of winter.

The first reason is obviously low tem-
perature. It is not the most serious prob-
lem for me because I do not have to spend 
much time outside during the winter. Nev-
ertheless, -30 degree Celsius is a bad 
enough reason to be selected. 

Another reason is an icy road. Special 
care should be taken when driving on the 
roads. However, no matter how much I 
take care, multiple accidents can happen 
on the ice. This possibility and great pres-
sure makes winter worse.

 My third choice is dry air. With the low 
temperature, a house should be heated 
to survive during the winter, and the air in 
the house will be dry as a result. My lips 
are chapped and my skin feels tight be-
cause of dry weather. When it is too dry, I 
sometimes even get a bloody nose.

The final and most serious problem 
for me is short daytime. Lack of sunshine 

makes me change my attitude towards to 
Daylight Savings Time several times a day. 
In the morning, I think Daylight Savings 
Time is an extraordinary idea because it 
feels like the sun rises early. But in the 
evening, I really don’t like Daylight Sav-
ings Time because it already starts get-
ting dark at 4:30 PM. 

There could be other reasons for dif-
ferent people, but I think different people 
have the same hope that everyone stays 
warm and well without accidents during 
the winter. §

A Cold and Bitter Winter
The sound and the fury

clAir song, coluMnist

SUPER SMASH BROTHERS! A word 

shouted at the top of our lungs. This 
phrase reverberates through you, as you 
want to challenge and beat your friends 
in amazing close combat with Mario, Pika-
chu, Link, and other famous and not so 
famous characters. This game was called 
Super Smash Bros, originally release on 
the N64 with only 8 characters plus 4 
unlockable characters. Releasing on No-
vember 21st as the fourth iteration of the 
game on the latest console with 50+ char-
acters. What’s so great about that?

Simple! This isn’t your typical top-tier 
Street Fighter or Mortal Kombat game 
where you have to remember over one 
hundred move sets and combos. This 

game makes it simple and easy for any-
one to pick up. When given enough time, 
anyone can become a pro. This makes the 
game fun and entertaining to watch and 
play for just about everyone. Allowing any-
one to drop in and play with a very mini-
mal learning curve. Anyone can pick this 
up and come to enjoy it!

As for franchise veterans, what is 
there for you? Most likely you have already 
bought the game; but if you haven’t, you 
should! Go now and buy it! Why? The new 
game introduces a bunch of new charac-
ters, including blasts from the past like 
Mega Man and Pac Man. (Seriously, Pac 
Man!) They also added new battle modes 
such as All Star mode, Classic Mode, 
Smash the Targets, and Home Run. There’s 
also Smash tour, a Mario Party-esque 

m o d e 
w h e r e 
you are 
col lect-
ing char-
a c t e r s 
and tro-
phies to 
a s s i s t 
you to win the game. Most glorious of all, 
there is an 8-Player Smash mode! Instead 
of the standard 4 player mode, you can 
play up to an amazing 8 players, which is 
absolutely insane and hectic!

Finally, it looks amazing and plays 
smoothly. Even with 8 players on screen, 
the game plays great and lag-free. The 
controllers respond well, even with over 
4 connected. The Gamecube controller 

option has now returned to Wii U, giving 
each player the option of playing with the 
Wiimote+Nunchuck, Wii U Gamepad, or 
the best of the controllers! The Game-
cube controller adapter has 4 ports, and 
2 can be connected to the console at 
once, which is fantastic! With all this and 
more, this is one of the most well crafted 
and fine-tuned games. I can’t get enough 
of it. You must play this game! §

Game Review: Super Smash Bros. for Wii U
Genre: Action, Platformer, Fighting    Publisher: Nintendo       Rating: 5 / 5

dAkotA BickleMeier, BugA

Sound of the Sky is a 2010 anime 

that follows Kanata Sorami, a young bu-
gler in the army, as she joins the all-fe-
male 1121st Tank Platoon located in the 
isolated town of Seize during a period of 
ceasefire between her nation of Helvetia 
and the Empire of Roma. The main story 
follows Kanata, who is learning to play the 
trumpet, and her daily adventures with 
her squad mates as they learn about the 
previous apocalypse.

The story is a little slow to start, main-
ly because it’s a slice of life show leading 
to the majority of the episodes being self-
contained. The early part is devoted to 
slowly building the world and the charac-
ters. I thought that the development was 
well done, with every character getting an 
episode or two focused on them. The plot, 
however, does kick in during the last cou-
ple of episodes for a climatic finish. 

What I really like about Sound of the 
Sky is the world and its portrayal. Instead 
of giving you an info dump about the histo-
ry and everything about the setting, Sound 
of the Sky slowly hints at things, making 

finding out about the world a little bit of 
a mystery, and leaves a lot of things up to 
the viewer’s imagination. Another thing I 
really like about this show is that it takes 
parts of various cultures and scrambles 
them up. For example, Kanata’s country 
speaks Japanese, writes in French, and 
wears World War II German uniforms.

The art in this show has a nice, cute 
feel to it. I especially liked the gorgeously 
done backgrounds; and as I later found 
out the backgrounds for Seize, where the 
story takes place, are actually based off 
a Spanish town. The screenshots from 
Sound of the Sky and photographs of the 
town look almost identical. The music in 
the show also did a good job of setting the 
mood throughout the series.

So if you ever wanted to watch Japa-
nese girls wearing German uniforms ex-
ploring a Japanese school in a Spanish 
town full of the French celebrating Chinese 
New Year in Switzerland, shooting South 
African owls with German guns while pi-
loting multi-legged, talking, demon slay-
ing, cloakable AMAZING GRACE SINGING, 
“sun of the god of fire” super-tanks from 
the future, this is the show for you. §

Anime Review : Sound of the Sky
Multicuralism!

nABil roBert, BugA

There are 5 things to help you know if 

you have a real Elder. 
1) Elders share stories and teachings. 
They make you feel good just being with 
them. 
2) Elders never speak badly about any-
one, especially other Elders.
3) Elders do not yell, threaten, demand 
theirs is the only correct way.
4) Elders smile easily, tease gently, and 
want to make you feel safe.
5) Elders do not gossip, tell lies, or verbal-
ly attack people.

Elders come from the four directions. 
There are old ones and a few young ones. 
They are recognized by their community. 
This could be the community they live in 
or where they are from. Elders usually 
pray in their language. They will not ask 
you to do anything you are uncomfortable 
with.

How to Engage an Elder:
1) Take tobacco to them and ask for what 
you need. Do not ask them to pray at an 
o p e n -
ing, an 

event, or a meeting.  Tell the Elder the 
purpose of your invitation and they will 
decide what is warranted. Sometimes it is 
an opening prayer but sometimes it may 
be a water ceremony, a pipe ceremony, or 
some other activity that you have not even 
considered.
2) Once the Elder agrees to come, make 
sure you have an honorarium, a ride for 
them and someone to take care of them. 
This is respectful. Make sure someone is 
making them tea, they are not hungry and 
they are comfortable.
3) Let them know the timelines. When to 
arrive, when you will get them home and 
the process in between.
4) Elders rarely call themselves Elders. 
You just know.

The Elders in Manitoba may be Cree, 
Ojibway, Dene, Metis, Dakota and from 
the North, South, East and West.  Listen 
to their stories and their words. If you hap-
pen to have the opportunity to be in the 
presence of and Elder, enjoy the time you 
are given with them. They truly are gifts 
from the Creator. §

How to Identify an Elder
5 things to help you know if you have a real Elder

Jill vAnderheiden, BuAsc
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Study Brea� – 5

Dear Quentin
I have frequent anxiety attacks be-

cause of all the deadlines approaching. 
There are days where I don’t feel like 
doing anything. My house is a mess, my 
grades are suffering, and I currently have 
an infestation of Owlbears in my attic.

What do I do?

Anxious Annie

Dear Annie,
The Owlbears are an easy fi x. Place 

several bowls of honey and sugar water 
around your house. Make sure you also 
add a large amount of thread. The Owl-
bears will come out of the attic and entan-
gle themselves in the thread after trying 
to get at the honey. Put them in baskets 
and bring them to BU. I am told Owlbears 
make handsome, if unwieldy, assassins. 
Much in the same way a homing pigeon is 
used to carry messages, an Owlbear will 
deliver death to the person of your choice. 
I can sell them on the underground Owl-
bear market and we can split the profi t. 

Now for your anxiety. Anxiety is tradi-
tionally an imbalance of the humours, spe-
cifi cally yellow bile from your liver. There is 
an easy cure for this. A simple bloodlet-
ting or leeching should get most of it and 

if that doesn’t work applying a poultice of 
arsenic defi nitely will. I myself apply arse-
nic to my head on the third Thursday of 
every month to keep my own humours bal-
anced. It must be working because I have 
not had an attack of the vapours since I 
have started doing it. It has also given me 
a lovely artwork of lines across my fi nger-
nails. Win win. 

One last thing. Make sure the Owl-
bears do not contract your anxiety. An anx-
ious Owlbear is an unpredictable animal 
with a penchant for wanton destruction of 
property and hoarse yodeling. 

I hope this helps.

Quentin

Quentin Quill is an 18th century time 
traveler trapped in BU. He has not yet de-
clared a major or even attended class in 
the last several months. He trains mythic 
animals in his spare time by telling funny 
stories and undermining them emotion-
ally. 

If you have a question for Quentin 
please email him at missq@thequill.ca. 
He promises not to yell. If Quentin choos-
es your question you get a free Quill T-
shirt. They make for excellent washcloths 
and/or rope, when tied together.

013– Dr. Emily Holland
Area: CHO 213
Cry:  * uncontrollable laughter *
Holland is a new Prof  and when not in 
her offi ce or lab in the basement of the 
library, she can commonly be found 
in Forbidden Flavours. She has been 
known to be attracted to conversations 
about food or current events, and can 
be coaxed out to participate in an af-
ternoon of kayaking. Holland’s Special 
Ability is Succinct Speech.

As� Quentin 

makes me change my attitude towards to 
Daylight Savings Time several times a day. 
In the morning, I think Daylight Savings 
Time is an extraordinary idea because it 
feels like the sun rises early. But in the 
evening, I really don’t like Daylight Sav-
ings Time because it already starts get-
ting dark at 4:30 PM. 

There could be other reasons for dif-
ferent people, but I think different people 
have the same hope that everyone stays 
warm and well without accidents during 
the winter. §

As a Music lover and enthusiast, I love 
going out to see live music on the town. 
Having the opportunity to connect with 
both out of town favourites, and aspiring 
new local groups alike is always a plea-
sure. But since I moved to Brandon to at-
tend BU I’ve noticed that this city is lack-
ing in the live music department. 

There are not many venues willing to 
host live bands, and other then notable 
exceptions such as Until Red and Slow 
Spirit, not many bands are around to fill 
them. A lot of people may think the reason 
for this hole in the Brandon community is 
that there is simply not enough interest to 
accommodate a vibrant music scene like 
in Winnipeg. But from what I’ve seen and 
heard this mentality is just plain wrong. 
Brandon, despite it having a distinctly 
small town vibe to it, is a fairly decent sized 

city at 50,000 people, some of which 
must be at least vaguely interested in lo-
cal music. As far as cultural institutions 
go, Brandon hosts a Folk Festival and 
a Jazz Festival which are both very well 
attended, as is the home of the Art Gal-
lery of Southwestern Manitoba, and of 
course Brandon University has a music 
school with a very good provincial and 

even national reputation (I know that’s 
why I came here). 

So why does this not translate into 
a vibrant college level bar band circuit? 
Maybe it’s because not enough venues 
are opening their doors to live music, and 
even when they do they limit genre and 
underpay the musicians. If we take a quick 
survey of the smaller venues Brandon has 
to offer we have The Double Decker, which 
is a good bar generally, but I’ve heard from 
friends that they don’t pay fairly and only 
take rock bands unless you’re suitably 
special. We have The 40, which does 
bring in some good out of towners, and 
frequently hosts BU Jazz events, but still 
not much in the way of local talent and 
many young people I know don’t frequent 
that bar anyway. 

Recently our very own SUDS has been 
attempting a few live shows, which is su-
per great and respectable. But as Karla 
has stated before, the acoustics in there 
are not that great, and generally SUDS is 
not that suited to live music (notice how 
DJ’s always play in the mingling area).   

What this community needs are new 
venues/bars to open up that specifi cally 
have music in their business plan. Not just 
treating it as a draw for drinkers, not as a 
novelty, but something that is fundamen-
tal to how they run their business. Music 

is a participatory 
experience from 
manager to man-
aged, venue to 
performer, and 
performer to au-
dience. If some 
venue owners 
realized this I 
think they will 
uncover a whole 
new community 
of eager young 
people in Bran-
don that will flock 
to their business 
to create, enjoy 
and develop new 
music.  

These kind 
of things can only 
happen from the 
ground up, so 
please if you see 
me in the hall, 
give me your 
thoughts and 
opinions on this 
issue. As mine 
is only one per-
spective of many, 
and I welcome others.  §

Music Venues in Brandon 
Why your favourite band is never coming here

JAkuB MArshAll, rePorter

Interested in art? Invite a friend 

out for an hour or two during an evening 
to go see a selection of displayed art. This 
time, you will be able to purchase any of 
the wonderfully created pieces of art that 
catches your eye.

This opportunity to purchase some-
thing great will be held at the Glen P. 
Sutherland Gallery of Art, which is located 

right behind the Healthy Living Centre. 
The show will begin December the 4th and 
everyday during the week from 6:30 PM 
to 8:30 PM up until the 17th of December. 

Former Quill reporter, Timothy Brown, 
will be nearby as the Gallery Coordinator 
and the co-chair. He also will have sub-
missions for you to admire or purchase 
because he does a variety of types of art 
including painting, ceramics or whatever 
he “can get his hands on”. This mixed 
media artist says “the opening shows are 

increasing in popularity” and he would 
greatly appreciate any and all of the 
support from the BU community.

All of the art show sales will support 
BUFASA and a few events that this asso-
ciation holds throughout the year. One 
of their goals is a trip to Minneapolis. 
Let’s help by supporting each individual 
artist and them all as a group. See you 
there! §

Artwork for Sale
If you don’t know how to ... art?

Bridgette Anne-MArie, rePorter
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BUSU/Clubs – 6

On Friday, November 28th, a long-

awaited and highly anticipated event took 
place. For the first time in the three years 
since its founding, BUGA hosted a grand, 
gaming-themed social. The event was re-
portedly a “Smashing” success!

In honour of the release of the latest 
title in the Super Smash Bros. series, (see 
Dakota’s review in this issue for details 
on the game,) BUGA hosted a social titled 
“Super Smash’d Bros.” The ultimate focus 
of the event was on new release, complete 
with a tournament of epic proportions. 
Prizes were available to be won, including 
door prizes just for showing up.

By the end of the night, over 50 peo-
ple had come and gone from the event, 
with over 30 people participating in the 
tournament. The melee began with a non-
elimination style, round robin four-player-
matchup, pitting the participants against 
each other in a semi-random fashion. 

The matches were set to a 5-minute time 
limit, with each player given an unlimited 
stock of lives. As they played, points were 
awarded based on the number of kills 
each player eliminated in addition to the 
rank they were awarded.

The top 16 scorers moved on to 
the semi-finals, entering an elimination 
match-up with only two of the four players 
in each match moving up the bracket. The 
finals took place in an epic eight-player 
match. Every player fought hard, and the 
top ranking players played amazing well... 
but in the end, only one person can be pro-
claimed the champion! Playing as Marth, 
Derek Wallis emerged victorious from the 
destruction, and proudly took the stand to 
be awarded with the championship belt!

For his victory, Wallis was also given a 
$25 gift certificate donated by I Want That 
Stuff, in addition to his choice of eight 
different prizes from the prize pool: any 
one of four amiibos -- figurines containing 
trainable AI combatants for the game, and 
two of which had been donated to award 

as prizes; or one 
of four gift cer-
tificates or al-
cohol vouchers 
redeemable at 
SUDS. Each of 
the top 8 players 
were given their 
choice from the 
prize pool.

Door prizes 
were also award-
ed, including a 
very nice winter 
sweater donated by the Campus Book 
Store, and two sets of gaming dice donat-
ed by I Want That Stuff. SUDS also had a 
special gaming drink menu specifically for 
the event. Those present had a wonder-
ful time, and the numbers demonstrate 
the event as being a huge success! BUGA 
is immensely grateful to everyone who 
helped make this event possible.

By the end of the night, rumour had 
already spread of an upcoming Mario 

Kart social in the near future. Several pa-
trons had already begun demanding that 
it become a thing. While BUGA reported 
no plans for this event at this time, they 
stated such an event would certainly be 
possible as early as February, and ev-
eryone should keep an ear out. With this 
event setting the bar, hopefully BUGA will 
be able to leap even higher in its future 
events. §

Smash’d Tournament

trevor venn, BugA

Turns out Little Mac is a tank

Brandon University’s World 
University Service of Canada and mem-
bers of the community gathered in the 
Louis Riel Room last Wednesday to cel-
ebrate 35 successful years helping those 
in refugee camps escape to better them-
selves by gaining an education in Brandon 
University. Since its beginning in 1982, 
BU has had 34 students from overseas 
enter its gates. WUSC was created in Eu-
rope after World War I, and since then 
has spread and made its way to Canada 
in the 1950s. Today there are 75 Cana-
dian Campuses that take part. To those 
who do not know how the students get 
funded to come over, a small part of our 
tuition goes into the fund for one student 
to come over completely free and paid off. 
It is our donations with our tuition as well 
as help from members of the community 
that make this happen for others. 

Education comes easy for some of 
us depending on the circumstances. We 
could have our parents pay for it, or we 
work for it, or we take out a student loan 
and pay for it after school. But what we 
may call hard  is nothing compared to 
travelling thousands of miles away from 
your family and friends for education.  
Students part of the World University Ser-
vice of Canada Student Refugee Program 
(WUSC SRP) face this realization.  

Take one student from a Kenya refu-
gee camp for example named Mohamud. 
He has been a student of BU since 2012 
and if it were not for the WUSC SRP, he 
wouldn’t have been able to get the edu-
cation he wanted. Mohamud had to travel 

over 8,000 miles to land in our frigid cli-
mate. In the refugee camp that Mohamud 
is from, over 400,000 people live there. 
When asked what he thinks of Canada, 
Mohamud said, “I love Canada, there are 
good people here. The only thing I do not 
like, is the winters.” Mohamud’s story is 
one of the few that were told in front of a 
room of friends and peers. 

Another student named Abraham 
from Sudan, talks about his first experi-
ence in Canada as soon as he got off the 
plane. “At 8:30 its night 
time in Sudan, I arrived in 
Canada at 8:30 and when 
I left the aircraft I almost 
ran back in. Because back 
home we believe that if you 
see the sun at night time 
its a sign something bad 
will happen. I took this as 
a bad omen and wanted to 
go back inside. It was not 
until someone explained to 
me the time zones made 
it so that 8:30 at night for 
me was actually 8:30 in the 
morning in Canada” 

However the stories 
have the same message, 
“Thank you for believing in 
us.” During the night there 
was much joy and merri-
ment, as well as refresh-
ments, which although 
were very strange looking 
at first, they tasted quite 
delicious. §

WUSC Celebrates 35th Anniversary
Whitney hodgins, senior rePorter

Giving a leg up to those who need it most

Master of Ceremonies Dakota Bicklemeier comentating. Photo credit. Alex Murray.

On Wednesday, November 26th in 

the BU KDC Mingling area, the Aborigi-
nal and Visual Art Department had the 
Ceramic Studio put on a Ceramic Bowl 
Fund raiser. Students gathered prior to 
the event to contribute by participating 
in creating those fine pieces of clay.  The 
process involved molding before trimming 
and the final step is that the pieces will be 
fired and glazed. “Although another way 

to make ceramic art is through the wheel, 
you can still have fun in a less messy  
way.” During the sale, the ladies also said 
that if you purchased 3 of the homemade 
bowls totaling $30, you would be entered 
into a draw. 

The draw was made the same day.  
The two prizes were two ceramic pieces 
of work from these two instructors: Lin Xu 
and Alan Lacovetsky. This event was held 
to profit artists and to ensure that artists 
have the equipment and/or supplies. §

Ceramics For All
Finally replace what you destroyed at that party. 

Bridgette Anne-MArie, rePorter
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Community – 7

December 3rd: Doc Walker, The 

Road Hammers and Blackjack Billy at the 
Keystone Center, tickets start at $39, pro-
jected start time is 7:30 PM

December 3rd: Brandon University 
Brass Ensemble performs at the Lorne 
Watson Recital Hall, start time is 8:00 PM 
and admission is free

December 3rd: BU will be having a 
blood drive, anyone willing to donate is 
asked to meet in CHO 104 for the shuttle 
to Canadian Blood Services, the shuttle 
leaves at 11:45 AM, 1:15 PM, 2:15 PM, 
3:15 PM and 4:00 PM, trips will take 60-
75 minutes so please plan accordingly, 
appointments for 7:00 PM are also avail-
able but will require your own transporta-
tion, photo ID is required. 

December 4th: The CP Holiday Train 
will be making a stop along Assiniboine 
Ave, west of the Eighth St bridge at 7:45 
PM, Roxanne Potvin will be providing 
entertainment and the train will be col-
lecting food and cash donations for local 
food banks. 

December 4th - 17th: The annual 
Winter Exhibition and Sale at the Glen 
P. Sutherland Gallery features a variety 
of art from students in the different arts 
programs at BU, proceeds from the sale 
of the art goes towards both the artist 

and towards the Brandon Fine Arts Stu-
dent Association. The opening reception 
is December 4th from 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM, 
hours following are Wed/Fri/Sat 2:00 PM 
- 6:00 PM, Thursday 2:00PM - 8:00 PM 
and December 15th - 17th 2:00 PM - 6:00 
PM.

December 5th: United Way will be 
hosting their annual Christmas Tree Auc-
tion for Kids at Houstons from 5:00-7:00 
PM, registration begins at 5:00 PM with 
tree decorating starting at 5:30 PM, ad-
mission is $3.

December 5th BUMS Social, SUDS.
December 9th: At 2:30 PM Brandon 

University will be holding a short informa-
tion session (about 30 minutes long) so 
that people can become more familiar 
with the AEDs around campus, this isn’t 
certified training, just a brief introduction, 
please advise Denise Merrill at 204-727-
7389 or merrilld@brandonu.ca if you 
would like to attend as space is limited, 2 
more sessions have also been scheduled 
for January.

Tuesdays and Thursdays: Traditional 
Karate of Brandon holds training classes 
for adults from 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM, on 
Tuesdays this is at the West End Com-
munity Center (247 23rd St) and on Thurs-
days at the East End Community Center 
(405 Park Ave.), beginners are welcome, 
for information call 204-728-2612. §

Upcoming Events
Because that term paper can wait...right?

Ashlyn PeArce, rePorter

Kart social in the near future. Several pa-
trons had already begun demanding that 
it become a thing. While BUGA reported 
no plans for this event at this time, they 
stated such an event would certainly be 
possible as early as February, and ev-
eryone should keep an ear out. With this 
event setting the bar, hopefully BUGA will 
be able to leap even higher in its future 
events. §

Since 2007, Assiniboine Communi-

ty College (ACC) has put on a Holiday Buf-
fet in their North Hill campus. For the first 
several years this was a lunchtime event 
which has since evolved into an evening 
event. Typically it runs for three days in 
November and is one of the first events 
that the Culinary Arts program puts on 
throughout the school year (a total of 9 
events are done each year). 

This year the idea was put forth by an 
outside source to have a special theme 
night, this night being the Prince Eddy 
Hotel theme. An old menu from the hotel 
was found and the plan was set in motion. 
Mark Frison (President of ACC) feels that 
this theme works particularly well with the 
college as “a way to highlight some of the 
issues of historic preservation. That’s one 
of the driving forces behind this [North 
Hill] campus: How do you preserve this 
site?” He also notes that there is also his-
toric preservation at their Trades Center 
campus and hopes to have some sort of 
historic preservation at their next devel-
opment. “It just so happened that at the 
same time we were looking at this Shaun 
Cameron was releasing his documentary 
on the Prince Eddy” this film was shown to 
the guests before dinner. 

The events that are done on campus 

are part of the students curriculum. “I love 
the Holiday Buffet, you get a small taste of 
all of the different things that ACC has to 
offer.” Amanda Fast (a 2nd year Culinary 
student) said. “You get experience with 
all the different aspects from line work 
to desert.” Both 1st and 2nd year students 
participate in the events. The senior stu-
dents are often assigned some 1st year 
students to work under them which gives 
them a managerial perspective. Everyone 
also gets a chance to work in many differ-
ent areas, the chef selects where they’d 
like to see a student work, this being a 
different area for each event. This gives 
students a chance to broaden their un-
derstanding of the kitchen and find the 
niche that they enjoy the best. 

Over the course of the three days the 
Buffet entertained more than 400 guests 
(135 guests were in attendance for the 
Prince Eddy theme night). Guests raved 
about the food and the event as a whole, 
“it’s a really nice event, really well put to-
gether and professional; you’d never know 
that it was students who had put it all to-
gether if no one told you!”. They thought 
the theme was well rounded, and the at-
mosphere was very authentically set up. 
“I’m pretty sure Gordon Ramsey would be 
impressed, it’s just that awesome” said 
Caroline Sims. §

Prince Eddy Holiday Buffet
Bringing the past into the present with the help of food

Ashlyn PeArce, rePorter

????, Photo credit Ashlyn Pearce.

Master of Ceremonies Dakota Bicklemeier comentating. Photo credit. Alex Murray.
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Classifieds

Events – 8

 Need a new desk? Of course 
you do!
Pick up a gently-used desk 
from The Quill offices 
for only $20 each!  You move 
them, though.  
We might help if you smile.

 

Do you have something to 
sell? Are you a student?

Then The Quill has a solution 
for you!

Classified ads are free for 
students up to 30 words!  
(Textbook ads can be lon-

ger.)

Jon Drezden has been part of the  
hip-hop scene for months in Brandon. 
Now his new album T.O.R.N.; Total Oblit-
eration of Regular Nature is coming. Dr-
ezden said, “the main concept of the 
album is trying to find the between good 
and evil. The cover has me holding a bible 
in one hand and a bottle of alcohol in the 
other. So it’s a compilation of me trying to 

find the medium to balance out the good 
and evil inside me.” 

When asked about how this album is 
different from all the others Drezden re-
plied, “I have really come out of the box 
with this album. There are a lot more dif-
ferent styles of rap on the album, I even 
tried out trap rap. Trap rap is basically 
radio rap. But there’s everything and any-
thing on the album.” 

The album features many additional 

artists on top of Drezden himself such as 
Eskaybe, Chaotic Animosity, Eddy Young, 
the Joker, Bizarre from D12, Ill Bill, Shawn 
Strange and Kung Fu Vampire. There will 
also be a release party, details to follow. 
However, if your looking for more music 
done by Drezden or any of the artists 
mentioned, you can check them out on 
ReverbNation.com, where Drezden has 
over 150 songs recorded that you can 
download. 

When Drezden is not in the studio 
spitting off beats however, he’s touring or 
attending functions. A couple weeks ago 
he performed at the Winnipeg Aboriginal 
Film Festival (WAFF) on November 21st. In 
January he’s touring with DJ Quik and an-
other tour in February with Tainted Faith. 

If you want more updates and music 
from the artists you can go to www.colos-
sal-entertainment.com or on Facebook at 
Colossal Entertainment. §

PSA: Jon Drezden Album Release
Prepare for T.O.R.N.

Whitney hodgins, senior rePorter


