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A collective of campus groups, 

Brandon University Student’s Alliance 
(BUSA) is creating a support network 
between clubs and striving to find new 
ways to connect with Brandon University’s 
largely apathetic student body. To accom-
plish this, BUSA will hold their first all-ag-
es potluck-movie-gaming event on Friday, 
January 23rd in Charlie Biggs.

Enriching student life on campus has 
been a challenge for clubs in recent years 
due to the apathy of the student body. 
And BUSA is tackling the issue with gusto. 
An unofficial group of student clubs, BUSA 
hopes to bridge the divide between cam-
pus groups and the rest of the student 
body to “get all students a little more in-
volved and a little less apathetic.”

Thus far, representatives from BU 
Gaming Association (BUGA), BU Aborigi-
nal Students’ Association (BUASC), BU 
Anti-Bullying Society (BUABS), The Quill, 
BU Politics Society, Disaster Emergency 
Students’ Society (DESS), and Varsity 
Christian Fellowship have all been in at-

tendance, and other clubs on campus has 
expressed interest in the initiative.

According to one of BUSA’s leaders 
and BU Gaming Association President 
Trevor Venn, the coalition of clubs will help 
groups struggling to engage students on 
campus by providing a support network. 
Together, the groups involved in BUSA can 
better co-host events, encourage network-
ing between otherwise isolated student 
groups to offer mutual aid, and theoreti-
cally enhance participation and increase 
the size and quality of events. 

In addition to stimulating social in-
volvement on campus, BUSA also wants 
to end BUSU apathy as well. According to 
those who attended the meeting, many 
clubs on campus are dissatisfied with 
BUSU’s inactivity on campus and within 
the club scene. Brandon University Stu-
dents’ Union (BUSU) is supposed to pro-
vide aid and assist clubs in organizing 
events, but many clubs do not feel that 
they’re doing enough. Despite there be-
ing some fifty clubs operating across the 
BU campus, only twenty-eight are in the 
process of being officially recognized by 

BUSU, who has likewise conveyed similar 
disinterested in BUSA.

Despite being invited to the event and 
expressing interest in the group for several 
weeks, BUSU President Joel Springer did 
not attend. According to BUSU’s Vice-Pres-
ident Internal Nick Brown, Springer was 
absent from the meeting due to a busy 
schedule. “It was definitely a mistake on 
BUSU’s part not attending the meeting,” 
said Brown, who mentioned that Springer 
intends to attend the group’s next meet-
ing in the new year.

At their last meeting on Tuesday, De-
cember 2nd, BUSA discussed 
ideas for planning an event 
in January that would appeal 
to a variety of interests and 
age groups. On Friday, Janu-
ary 23rd, BUSA is hosting a 
potluck, movie, and gaming 
event in the basement area 
where Charlie Biggs was pre-
viously located in the Brodie 
Building. Beginning at 3:00 
PM, the all-ages event is open 
to all clubs and students inter-

ested in attending, with supper beginning 
around 5:00 PM, a movie at 6:00 PM, and 
the night wrapping up around midnight. 
Event details are to be released soon.

Always aiming to expand its reach, 
BUSA invites any members of the student 
body, administration, faculty, or student 
offices to attend future meetings, which 
will be held on the first and third Tuesday 
of every month from 12:40 PM to 1:30 
PM in Clark Hall Rm 206. The next meet-
ing is on Tuesday, January 6th, and those 
interested in joining BUSA are asked to 
email busa.brandonu@gmail.com. §

Holly KalyniuK, assistant editor-in-cHief

Dissatisfaction With BUSU and Student Apathy Creates New Group
Mutual support between clubs and collectives

The Royal Houses of Brandon University. Photo Credit Krista Mills.

What House Are You a Part Of?

BUSA meeting of the minds. Photo Credit Alex Murray.
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The Quill@quillbu

News – 2

Most students try  to save as much 

money as possible when it comes to text-
books, which is understandable seeing as 
a university education is expensive. Part 
of the trying-to-save-money plan includes 
buying their texts from others who took the 
class before or buying the used texts at the 
book store. But there’s more that you can 
do to help boost your GPA without breaking 
the bank besides reading your text diligent-
ly, and it has recently come to my attention 
that not many people think to do this. 

If you’re buying a textbook from some-
one who took the class recently it would be 
beneficial for you to ask them: Hey, could I 
also buy your old notes or tests? They likely 
will have no use for them anymore, and if 

they do I’m sure that a photocopier could 
keep everyone happy. By doing this you are 
gaining another perspective on the class, 
and will be able to fill in any gaps that hap-
pen to be in your notes. If you can snag any 
tests, then even better because most profs 
tend to use the same style, and in some 
cases similar questions from year to year. 
Tests from previous years will also give you 
an idea of how that prof marks and what 
kind of answers they expect to see. 

If you’re in the chemistry department 
(first year) then you’re doubly in luck. Around 
midterms the BU Chemistry Club sells past 
exams with the correct answers for General 
Chemistry I and II for a small fee (which 
goes towards covering printing costs). They 
also provide an open door to anyone that 
has questions that an older student might 
be able to help with. There are even some 

profs that will post old tests for students 
(sometimes with answer keys) in other de-
partments as well (I know of a few profs 
in the business department that do this) 
so that students can be prepared for the 
exams and know exactly what they’re up 
against. 

Long story short, I think that trying to 
acquire other sources of information for 
your courses is super beneficial. I’ve done 
it before and I know that it makes a big dif-
ference. Why just use one resource when 
you can have multiple at your disposal? 
Use your connections, and use everything 
available when studying for your courses 
this term (and every term) so that you can 
do the best that you can. After all, why 
should you take a C when you could’ve got-
ten a B? §

Second Hand Textbooks Black Market
Hey buddy, wanna buy some knowledge?

asHlyn Pearce, senior rePorter

The property at 463 13th Avenue 

has stood strong and regal since it was 
built in 1906 as a Jewish Synagogue. It was 
later renovated in 1925 by Francis Massin, 
whose hide and fur trade business once 
made Brandon the Western hub for fur 
trade in Canada. After Frank’s passing in 
1956 and subsequent closing of his busi-
ness in 1964, Brandon College (University) 
purchased the house to serve as the Presi-
dent’s Residence and it has remained as 
such until Dr. Deborah Poff moved out in 
September 2014. This building is listed as 
a Historical Building on the Heritage Bran-
don website.

The current President, Dr. Gervan 
Fearon does not live at this residence as 
he moved to Brandon in 2013 to become 
the Vice-President (Academic and Provost) 
and purchased a private home for his fami-
ly. Dr. Fearon then became the President in 
October 2014 and chose to not live in the 
President’s Residence. With the current 

President not residing in the President’s 
Residence the conversation as to the abil-
ity to sell this property is now underway, or 
at least the university would like us to be-
lieve it is still an open conversation despite 
the Brandon Sun reporting on December 
22nd, 2014 that the eight person Board 
of Governors all believe that the building 
should be sold. One has to wonder if the 
current President would have moved into 
the house, if the Board of Governors would 
even be considering this specific course of 
action.

Bea Jolly, the Vice-Chair of the Board 
of Governors spoke with the Brandon Sun 
and said that the university is not trying 
to do anything in secret or behind closed 
doors. A survey was created to gather the 
opinions of stakeholders on whether this 
heritage site owned by Brandon University 
should be sold or not. The survey states 
that the university is seeking “the input 
of faculty, staff, and active alumni”; there 
is no mention of seeking the opinions of 
current students or community members 

although anyone who accesses the survey 
can participate in it.  The survey states that 
the reason for the sale of this property is 
“due to its age, the cost of maintaining the 
property continues to increase and the ap-
praised value has not been reflective of the 
significant repairs and investments made 
in recent years.” The survey is open until 
Monday, January 12th and can be found 
online at http://surveymonkey.com/s/uni-
versityhouse. 

Again, maybe it is just because we are 
at university and constantly taught to criti-
cally think about all things that we read or 
hear, but there are more questions than 
answers in what has been provided to the 
public from the university. Where is the 
Press Release from the university? Was 
or will there be a Public Forum? Why were 
we given notification about the sale of this 
property and the survey link from the me-
dia and not the university itself? If the uni-
versity is not trying to do anything in secret 
or behind closed doors, then why are there 
more questions than answers? §

President’s House Sits Unused
Jillian VanderHeiden, rePorter

To sell or not to sell, that is the question

The senate met on December 16th in 

the Louis Riel room to discuss the year end 
business that is to carry over into 2015. 
The meeting had a longer than usual 
closed session but once it was open they 
went right into nominations. These nomina-
tions were to form a committee that would 
be responsible for conducting five depart-
ment reviews. 

The programs under review are the 
History Department, the Library Depart-
ment, the Applied Music Department, the 
Education Department as well as the Gen-
der & Women’s studies department. There 
were also many course changes in multiple 

different departments as well as changes 
to the titles of different scholarships and 
bursaries.

The Senate also spoke of perhaps 
getting rid of required liberal education 
courses. For those that don’t know what 
liberal education courses are, it’s summa-
rized as courses first year students would 
need to take to eventually complete their 
degree. For example a person majoring in 
Biology and Minoring in Physics still needs 
to take some Arts courses and vice versa. 
However, there is a catch, each course a 
first year needs has to be from every sin-
gle department. Courses in fields such 
as Humanities, Natural Science, Medical 
Science and Arts. Although there was no 
confirmation on whether or not they would 

follow through with kissing the Liberal Edu-
cation mandate goodbye, they definitely 
considered putting it under consideration 
for future investigation. 

Then came reports. Senator Dean 
Care reported that the Health Studies Fac-
ulty has begun discussion on their new ac-
ademic plan and the library representative 
reported that the library is looking to up-
grade their systems. Tom Brophy, reported 
but that interviews for social registrar still 
continue as well as student services had a 
staff retreat and the BUSU potluck was on 
December 22nd. The final report was Ger-
van Fearon and he wanted to wish every-
one Happy Holidays. The meeting was then 
adjourned. §

The Last Senate meeting from 2014!
WHitney Hodgins, senior rePorter

I have your Liberal requirements right here...
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Sports – 3

It’s not too cold for basketball and 

until snow is replaced with sand, volleyball 
is held indoors too. This may be news to 
the secluded hermits out there, huddled 
over a hot pocket and hissing at natural 
light. However, there is much to say about 
school spirit so get out there and support 
our Bobcats. Here is their schedule for 
the next month so you do not have any 
excuses. 

Starting on January 9th the Men’s 
Basketball team will be playing every Fri-
day and Saturday, except January 23rd. 
That one will be the day before on Thurs-
day. The first game, on the 9th, against the 
University of Saskatchewan is at 8:00 PM 
here in Brandon, which is followed by a re-
match the next day at 7:00 PM. 

The next two games are away, so un-
less you are willing to drive or fly, you will  
have to keep your ear to the ground for 
updates. This second week of Bobcats 
action opens up again at UBC where we 
play them twice more on both Friday and 
Saturday at 8:00 PM. 

Coming back from BC the next week 
we hop immediately into a match against 
the University of Winnipeg, also at 8:00 
PM. This game is immediately followed 
by a rematch with Winnipeg in its home 
city two days later. Closer than BC, but 
still a bit of drive. They finish off with two 
games against the University of Alberta in 
Edmonton on the last Friday and Saturday 
of the month.  

The Women’s Basketball team has its 
own fights to pick and follows the same 
pattern as the Men’s team. Every Friday 
and Saturday in January you can find your 

Girls in the HLC playing their hearts out.
Firstly they are at home against the 

University of Saskatchewan at 6:00 PM. 
And then again on Saturday the 10th, for 
a rematch at 5:00 PM. Then they head 
out to Vancouver to share their own take 
of Prairie Pride with the University of Brit-
ish Columbia. They will play two games 
out there before coming back for a home 
game against the U of W at 6:00 PM on 
the 22nd. Then, to cut down on travel 
costs, everyone gets on a bus and goes 
to Winnipeg to play each other again two 
days later on the 24th at 2:00 PM. 

The ladies finish out the month away 
against the University of Alberta in Ed-
monton for two games on the 30th and 
31st. Cheer them on even if you are sitting 
at home. 

On to the Volleyball. 
The Men’s team starts the second se-

mester against the University of Saskatch-
ewan on their home turf in Saskatoon. The 
guys from the gap better watch out on the 
9th and 10th of January, because our guys 
won’t be messing around. 

On the 16th British Columbia’s team 
is coming to Brandon to show us how they 
play in the mountains. At 7:45 PM come 
down to the HLC to watch the two teams 
face off against each other for court su-
premacy and then watch them do it again 
the next night an hour earlier. 

January 21st, the Men’s team is off to 
Winnipeg and then they return two days 
later on the 23rd for a rematch on our own 
home court at 7:45 PM. Everything being 
equal I think I would prefer home games. 
Gives us more chance to see our teams 
in action. 

By the end of the month everyone is 
pretty much tired of travelling and so it is 

the University of Alberta who will meet the 
Bobcats here at the HLC for two games. 
The first game is at 7:45 PM on the 30th 
and the second is the next day at 6:45 
PM.  There will be no excuse not to win 
if you come out and scream slogans at 
them. 

The Women’s Volleyball team first 
plays at 6:00 PM on January 9th against 
the University of Saskatchewan in Saska-
toon and then again the next night at 5:00 
PM. They’ll be home before long to play 
against UBC in two home games on the 
16th and the 17th. The first game will be at 
5:00 PM and the second is at 6:00 PM. 

Week three of January will see the 
Women’s team in Winnipeg against the 
University of Tanzania… no wait, Winnipeg 

at 6:00 PM on the 21st. The next night, 
they come back here for some reason for 
another game against the same people 
at the same time. This way, two cities can 
see Brandon play volleyball and crush 
Winnipeg. 

The last two games are at home 
against the U of A starting on the 30th 
here in the HLC.  The rematch is the next 
day at 5:00 PM.  

Every single weekend is chock full of 
Bobcats wonderment and you should get 
out there and do that stomp clap thing 
that makes it seems like Queen is playing 
close by. §

Bobcats Back in Action
Snarky snark snark

alex murray, editor-in-cHief

profs that will post old tests for students 
(sometimes with answer keys) in other de-
partments as well (I know of a few profs 
in the business department that do this) 
so that students can be prepared for the 
exams and know exactly what they’re up 
against. 

Long story short, I think that trying to 
acquire other sources of information for 
your courses is super beneficial. I’ve done 
it before and I know that it makes a big dif-
ference. Why just use one resource when 
you can have multiple at your disposal? 
Use your connections, and use everything 
available when studying for your courses 
this term (and every term) so that you can 
do the best that you can. After all, why 
should you take a C when you could’ve got-
ten a B? §

For the motivated the following is 

a list of things to expend your energy on. 
Co-Ed Soccer happens on Sundays at 

5:00 PM. The world’s mostest favouritest 
sport by all accounts and known by many 
in North America. If you want to chase 
a ball around then by all means lace up 
your cleats and make your way out there 
and participate. 

Co-Ed Adult Basketball  Mondays at 
7:00 PM  there is full court co-ed basket-
ball action. Even if you have the reflexes 
of an especially lively moose, this sport is 
geared for everyone from every level. You 
can register as a team or come individu-
ally. 

Co-Ed Adult Volleyball is Thursdays at 
6:15 PM has the prettiest of the sports 
in the HLC. This is free to play and you 
will probably be grouped with people your 
own skill level.  

Badminton happens every Sunday at 
7:30 PM and Tuesdays at 8:00 PM. This 
is one of the more popular clubs on cam-
pus but they could always use more peo-
ple. But, if that is not your game and you 
need something a little more fast paced 
you can try Table Tennis. Every Sunday at 
8:30 PM you can come down to the HLC 
and test your mettle against the best BU 
has to offer. This one is also free. 

Perhaps you enjoy the Lindy Hop 
and/or Jive Dance and the 1920’s in gen-
eral. If so come to the Elephant Room on 
Thursdays at 7:00 PM for some fun and 
dance. 

The ridiculous sounding Pickleball 
is around every Wednesday at 7:00 PM 
in the HLC. If you want to be able to tell 
your friends that you play Pickleball (and 
you should) or you are just curious as to 
what it is, come out and play this game of 
almost-tennis. §

2015 Intramurals and Recreation
Totally try Pickleball

alex murray, editor-in-cHief
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Features – 4

I like having my brain poked. If that 

confuses you, allow me to elaborate. We 
are entertained when a stimulus we re-
ceive brings us pleasure. Different people 
are entertained by different stimuli, giving 
birth to genres which are symbols for the 
ways in which a media form attempt to 
stimulate. Action, comedy, drama and nar-
rative are all examples of such symbols, 
and each of us are entertained by these 
in a different way. For me, the easiest way 
to keep me engaged and entertained is 
to make me think without trying to. Death 
Note, Code Geass, and No Game No Life 
are all examples of animes that have 
stimulated me in such a way.

PSYCHO-PASS is another. Simply put, 
this anime is a beautiful and masterful 
piece of work, and not just because it’s 
smart. The anime draws many themes 
from philosophy and psychology, blends 
them into a near-distant science-fiction 
world and keeps you gripped in awe from 
start to finish. But it’s not just a matter of 
it being smart -- everything becomes ex-
plained eventually, leaving few holes and 
making sure everyone can understand 
what’s going on. This show is incredibly 
interesting in so many ways that I honestly 
believe everyone should watch it at least 
once at some point in their life.

Set in 2113, the story follows Akane 
Tsunemori, a brilliant young woman with 
a promising future in any career she could 
choose -- despite perfect scores on tests 
for all career paths, she chose law en-
forcement, as she was the only student to 
achieve a perfect score in that path. The 
world is governed by a Deus Ex Machina 
called the Sibyl System, which constantly 
monitors the mental state of every per-

son and determines the likelihood they 
will commit a crime -- an assessment re-
ferred to as a PSYCHO-PASS. The show 
begins on Akane’s first night on the job 
as an Inspector of the Criminal Investiga-
tion Division. She is given a Dominator -- 
a very fancy and very cool laser gun that 
can scan the PSYCHO-PASS of whoever it 
is aimed at and make an immediate as-
sessment, changing its function based on 
the assessment. She completes her work 
with the help of Enforcers -- latent crimi-
nals who were given the choice between 
life in prison and a very limited sense of 
freedom working under Inspectors. From 
the very first episode, the show does an 
excellent job of delivering a sense of how 
the world works to the viewer. In the face 
of a grim reality, Akane always thinks opti-
mistically, always hoping that her actions 
can help to make the world a better and 
just society.

The first season follows Akane and 
E n f o r c e r 
Shinya Kog-
ami as they 
investigate 
a series 
of crimes 
that are 
inevitably 
tied to an 
unofficially 
u n s o l v e d 
crime from 
the past, 
and a man 
n a m e d 
Shogo Mak-
ishima. The 
show never 
fails to en-
gage the 

viewer, introducing new concepts 
and explaining how a wide vari-
ety of historic Philosophers have 
inspired the events taking place. 
The second season, PSYCHO-
PASS 2, finished airing in Decem-
ber of 2014. An extended version 
of the first season has also been 
released, adding even more con-
text to an already enriched masterwork.

PSYCHO-PASS features a variety of 
cast members, each bringing their own 
personalities and experiences to the table, 
and their conflicts -- especially the distrust 
and resentment that law-abiding Inspec-
tors hold towards the automatically-guilty 
Enforcers -- leads to many challenges in 
an already challenging string of events. 
The art style and animation are a feast for 
the eyes, and I often wonder how much of 
their budget was invested into the design 
of the Dominator. The music used is very 
fitting and addicting to listen to. They re-

ally weren’t pulling any punches with the 
effort that was put into this series.

I can’t really think of anything nega-
tive to say. PSYCHO-PASS 2 was shorter  
and was a little slower to get into than the 
first season, but it lived up to expectations 
in the end. Even people who hate anime 
that I have convinced to watch this show 
have enjoyed it. Everyone should give it a 
shot, and those with an interest in fields 
of Philosophy and Psychology, or a love for 
criminal investigation, should make this 
series a priority. I really hope this series 
doesn’t stop here -- little would make me 
happier than hearing a PSYCHO-PASS 3 
being announced. §

Anime Review: Psyho-Pass
Genre: Thriller, Crime, Dystopia, Psychology, Philosophy         Rating: 5 / 5

treVor “t-daWg” Venn, Buga

Avast, me Hearties! Steam’s Holi-

day Sale 2014 be finally endin’, and hope-
fully we all pillaged more booty than we 
can count! And fer a handful of o’ change, 
ye may ‘ave been lucky ‘nuff ta pick up 
this wee gem while ye ‘ere at it!

Pixel Piracy is a charming indie game 
that plays like a 2D rogue-like while at-
tempting to be open-world at the same 
time. You play as a pirate captain of some 
background of your choosing in some pi-
rate world influenced by an event of your 
choosing at the difficulty of your choosing. 
With nothing more than a dingy of a ship, 
a pocketful of coin and the shirt on your 
back, you start by arriving at a randomly 
generated port town with the intention of 
hiring a crew and setting sail to fulfil your 
objective: defeat the four pirate kings, and 
claim the seven seas as your own!

The game plays using a point-and-
click system. You can divide your crew 
members into a number of groups (such 
as gunners, boarders, crew-in-training) 
and command them to move to locations 
on the game field. The only character you 
can take willful action with is your captain, 
who can be commanded to attack en-
emies, interact with objects, talk to NPCs, 
and dig for treasure. You can purchase 
new crew, food and materials for your 
ship, and skill books to teach to your crew 
members. While on land, you can choose 
to make changes to your ship, and while 
aboard you can pick a location to set sail 
to. Other than that, the crew is self-auto-
mated to a better-than-Lemming extent, 
and they will interact with objects auto-
matically, and complete certain tasks they 
have learned the skills for and have the 
equipment to complete, such as fishing 
and swabbing the poop deck! (Literally)

The game features two forms of 
combat: direct, and ship-based. In direct 
combat, your crew will automatically at-
tack any hostile mobs they can reach with 
their weapons, alternating between their 
melee and ranged attacks based on cool 
down timers. While aboard your ship and 
not engaged in direct combat, crew will at-
tempt to arm the cannons and fire them 
at distant hostile forces, including other 
pirate ships. Whether they will work the 
cannons, will grapple between ships or 
go ashore, and are capable of retreating 
from combat is determined on a by-crew 
member basis from their status screen. 
Each crew member can learn their own 
skills, be given their own gear, and are as-
signed their own stat upgrades when their 
level increases. You can even recruit ani-
mals, who can be taught their own tricks. 
This lets you create a crew as diverse as 
you please.

But alas, the game is not perfect. It’s 
not even a year old yet, and most of it was 
programmed by a single developer. There 
are a number of bugs to be fixed, and fea-
tures to be added. (Hopefully, increasing 
the number of phrases used in random 
Pirate dialogue is one such change, as 
those lines get pretty old pretty fast...) 
Thankfully, the development team is still 
working to make these improvements at 
a reasonable pace, and stays in contact 
with its game community to keep them 
posted on their progress. 

Overall, the game is fun and addict-
ing, and at under $3 during the Steam 
sale it was well worth it. If you’re a big fan 
of pirates, rogue-like gaming, RPGs with 
lots of freedom of choice, simple time-kill-
er games, or any combination, you should 
definitely look into Pixel Piracy! §

Game Review: Pixel Piracy
Genre: Pirate Rogue-Like RPG    Developers: Vitali Kirpu, Alexander Poysky Platform: PC           Rating: 4 / 5

treVor “t-daWg” Venn, Buga

Your BUGA Schedule 
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Study Brea� – 5

Dear Quentin 
I always have so much trouble keep-

ing New Year’s Resolutions and I really 
want to stay on track this year. Any sug-
gestions?

Leslie Knauf

Dear Leslie,
The easiest ways to keep a prom-

ise to yourself are twofold. First make it 
about something important such as ‘I will 
not gamble on horse racing this year.’ No-
tice how I did not put ‘lose at gambling on 
horse racing this year,’ it is easier to avoid 
the entire gambling establishment rather 
than promising you will win. Secondly, pay 

a mercenary a small fee to hurt you if he 
or she fi nds you straying from your reso-
lution. Pain is an excellent deterrent and 
you will fi nd that you won’t be watching 
the ponies nearly as much. That, or dis-
guising yourself as a potted 
fi cus so you can sneak out 
and try it anyway. 

In extreme situations, I 
fi nd admitting yourself into 
a mental hospital is a great 
way to keep you from any vic-
es you may have. The doctors 
are usually very nice and the 
candy they give you makes 
you see music. If a mental 
ward isn’t your thing than 
you could break the law on 
purpose and go to jail. There 
are people in there that may 

enable whatever you are 
trying to quit so this option 
is what I like to call the Ugly 
Stepsister option. 

I gave up hummus for 
the New Year and I feel 
extra energetic already. 
It helps that hummus is 
awful, but my mercenary 
seems to like it.

I hope this helps,

Quentin

Quentin Quill is an 
18th century time traveler 
trapped in BU. He has 
not yet declared a major 
or even attended class in 

the last several months. He pays rent by 
hawking his healing elixir to tourists and 
freshmen. 

If you have a question for Quentin 
please email him at missq@thequill.ca. 

He promises not to yell. 
If Quentin chooses your question you 

get a free Quill T-shirt. They make for ex-
cellent washcloths and/or rope, when 
tied together.

As� Quentin 

But alas, the game is not perfect. It’s 
not even a year old yet, and most of it was 
programmed by a single developer. There 
are a number of bugs to be fi xed, and fea-
tures to be added. (Hopefully, increasing 
the number of phrases used in random 
Pirate dialogue is one such change, as 
those lines get pretty old pretty fast...) 
Thankfully, the development team is still 
working to make these improvements at 
a reasonable pace, and stays in contact 
with its game community to keep them 
posted on their progress. 

Overall, the game is fun and addict-
ing, and at under $3 during the Steam 
sale it was well worth it. If you’re a big fan 
of pirates, rogue-like gaming, RPGs with 
lots of freedom of choice, simple time-kill-
er games, or any combination, you should 
defi nitely look into Pixel Piracy! §

016 – Professor Keith Edmunds
Area:  ACC, BU, Home Offi ce
Cry: This will be fun...
Professor Edmunds is a Business type Prof 
and has been sighted primarily at  ACC, 
BU, but mostly hidden in his home offi ce. 
He is known for his Organization Special 
Ability, and enjoys discussion about comics. 
Edmund’s lecture stat is increased when 
discussing the absurdity of current events 
especially overeactions. He can be captured 
when faced with Fringe ideas or the merits 
of Scholarship.
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January 6th: The BU Lions Club will 

be holding their fi rst meeting of the year 
at 4:45 PM in McMaster Hall Meeting 
Room A

January 9th: BU Bobcats basketball 
plays the Saskatchewan Huskies in the 
HLC, women at 6:00 PM, men at 8:00 
PM 

January 9-11th: the Dakota Nation 
Winterfest is at the Keystone Centre, 
events include hockey, volleyball and pool 
tournaments, moccasin games, singing, 
bingo and more

January 10th: BU Bobcats basketball 
plays the Saskatchewan Huskies in the 
HLC, women at 5:00 PM, men at 7:00 PM

January 11th: the Pro-Series Faculty 
Concert: Aural Feast is at the Lorne Wat-
son Recital Hall from 3:00-5:00 PM

January 15th - 17th: Young Franken-
stein is being performed by 7 Ages Pro-
ductions in the WMCA at 8:00 PM, tickets 
are $25 (student price), for more info see 
wmca.ca/youngfrankenstein.html or call 
204-728-9510

January 16th: BU Bobcats volleyball 
plays the UBC Thunderbirds in the HLC, 
women at 6:00 PM, men at 7:45 PM

January 17th: BU Bobcats volleyball 
plays the UBC Thunderbirds in the 
HLC, women at 5:00 PM, men at 

6:45 PM
January 25th: the WSO is presenting 

Beethoven: Symphony #5 at the WMCA 
at 3:00 PM, tickets are $12.50 (student 
price)

January 7th: BU will be holding an AED 
information session in the Louis Riel room 
for about half an hour at 9:30 AM, space 
is limited so please notify Denise Merrill 
(204-727-7389 or merrilld@brandonu.ca)
if you are planning to attend the session, 
there will also be one more session after 
this one in case you can’t make it

January 22nd: BU will be holding their 
last planned AED information session in 
the Louis Riel room for about half an hour 
at 10:30 AM, space is limited so please 
notify Denise Merrill (204-727-7389 or 
merrilld@brandonu.ca) if you are plan-
ning to attend the session. §

Upcoming Events
What’s going on around Brandon?

asHlyn Pearce, senior rePorter

Come one, come all! The new year has 
begun and Brandon University wants you 
to join some new extra-curricular activi-
ties! 

Join new collectives and clubs this 
year to show your school pride and make 
some friends. This coming Wednesday, 
January 7th, is Club Day down in the min-
gling area! All of BU’s clubs and collec-
tives come out and show you what they 
do on campus (and sometimes also hand 
out free stuff, like food). 

Being part of a club is a great time! 
You always meet tons of new people with 
common interests and you also have 
something new to do that is not just 
studying for your classes. Come on down 
on Wednesday from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
and join a new group! §

PSA: Club Day
cHarlie carrier, rePorter

One of us, one of us... 

A warm greeting from BUASC as ev-

eryone comes back to school during this 
frosty spell! We hope you stay toasty while 
adjusting to your new classes in our sec-
ond term.  

Again, thank you to everyone who 
contributed and attended the BUASC-
Christmas Potluck; it was a huge success!  
Santa made an appearance to the good 
boys and girls of our wonderful students 
and everyone left with full bellies.

As January kicks off to a chilly start, 
we will be holding two events where ev-
eryone is welcome to participate.  Starting 
Tuesday, January 13th in the Indigenous 
Peoples’ Centre, BUASC challenges you to 
join the Biggest Loser competition which 
will run until Thursday, April 9th 2015.  The 
cost for students is $10 and $15 for non-
students with a 70% prize payout from 
the proceeds.  The remaining 30% will go 
to the Annual All-Nation Graduation Pow-

wow. For more details, 
check out the posters 
around campus or come 
into I.P.C. where we will be 
happy to help you out!

To add to your temp-
tation, we will also be 
holding a Taco in a Bag 
sale on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 14th from 11:30 AM 
to 2:00 PM or until we 
are sold out. $5.00 for 
a delicious taco in a bag 
and add a drink for only 
$1.00!  

Keep an eye out for 
the posters that will be 
located around campus 
sooner than you can say 
‘Extra Salsa please!’ §

BUASC: Happy New Years!  
Taco in a bag, need I say more?

tasHa gayle, Buasc

2015 Class schedule 
now available online:

UMANITOBA.CA/SUMMER

MAY
JUNE
JULY

AUGUST

Welcome back to BU, everybody! 

After nearly a month away from class-
es, we’re back to the grind stone, and 
BUSU has prepared a fantastic week of 
activities. 

On Monday, January 5th, stop by the 
Mingling Area before class and grab some 
pancakes, made for you by BUSU and stu-
dent services. Tuesday brings us trivia 
night, so grab your friends and show off 
your knowledge of pointless facts in SUDS 
at 7:00 PM. 

We mentioned it above but here it 
is again. Wednesday, January 7th brings 

around the second Club Day of the aca-
demic year in the Mingling Area from 
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM (don’t forget to stop 
by your friendly neighbourhood Quill table! 
We’re awesome! And we get free nachos 
on Tuesdays!). 

Thursday, January 8th is BUSU day. 
Come out and get to know your BUSU 
council over free coffee and cinnamon 
buns. 

Last but certainly not least is the free 
barbecue on Friday, January 9th, from 
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM that’s 
free. Come on down for 
free lunch, because what 
univeristy student doesn’t 

love free food? Did we mention it’s 
free, because it is. 

That Friday evening brings ka-
raoke in SUDS at 7:00 PM, followed 
by the free Snowientation social 
that will also be held in SUDS start-
ing at 10:00 PM.

Kick second term off the right 
way and indulge in some or all of 
these activities! §

Snowientation – Now With Actual Snow!
Do you want to build a snowman?

ariele KeHler, senior rePorter

Brand New SUDS 
Hours!
Mondays, Tuesdays, and 
Fridays (if there are no 
socials) 
12:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and the Fridays (if there 
are socials) 
12:00 PM - 1:00 AM
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6:45 PM
January 25th: the WSO is presenting 

Beethoven: Symphony #5 at the WMCA 
at 3:00 PM, tickets are $12.50 (student 
price)

January 7th: BU will be holding an AED 
information session in the Louis Riel room 
for about half an hour at 9:30 AM, space 
is limited so please notify Denise Merrill 
(204-727-7389 or merrilld@brandonu.ca)
if you are planning to attend the session, 
there will also be one more session after 
this one in case you can’t make it

January 22nd: BU will be holding their 
last planned AED information session in 
the Louis Riel room for about half an hour 
at 10:30 AM, space is limited so please 
notify Denise Merrill (204-727-7389 or 
merrilld@brandonu.ca) if you are plan-
ning to attend the session. §

Dr. Hans Bakker  is a professor emer-

itus from the Sociology and Anthropology 
department of University of Guelph. He is 
the current Stanley Knowles Distinguished 
Visiting Professor. Originally he was plan-
ning to stay at Brandon University until the 
end of December, but has decided to stay 
in Manitoba through the spring. He will be 
working with the Rural Development Insti-
tute while editing his second book on the 
topic of rural sociology.

On December 5th, 2014, Dr. Bakker 
gave a lecture in Clark Hall 104 entitled 
Rural Sociologists at Work. In the talk, 
Hans says that metropolitan areas are 
hubs of cultural production controlling 
various avenues and areas that lead to 
the global distribution and success of so-
ciocultural ideas. He also discussed “pe-
rimeteritis” and how it affects the interac-
tion between rural and urban relations. 
He says people in urban centres tend not 

to be aware of anything outside of their 
surrounding city. One almost has to live in 
a rural area to be aware of anything other 
than what is presented in “stereotypical 
views of rurality”.

Bakker is an accomplished academ-
ic. He has written on a broad spectrum of 
subjects, as different as Ghandi and the 
Bagava Ghita, to Manitoba’s own world-
renowned sociologist, Dr. Erving Goffman. 
Goffman (1922-82) “became known as 
an expert on the subtle nuances of inter-
action in social settings” and was active 
and vocal in his opposition of “excessive 
chauvinistic nationalism and the pitfalls 
of excessive pride in one’s ethnicity or na-
tionality.”

When asked, Bakker was quick to 
say that he believes Brandon University 
has a fine Rural Development program 
that deserves to be better known. He says 
that “rural sociology is a good academic 
career possibility for students. But many 
students don not know about it. They are 

drawn to criminol-
ogy because of TV 
shows, but there 
will be a limit to 
jobs in criminology 
in the next decade. 
Few graduate stu-
dents study rurali-
ty because they do 
not know enough 
about it to know 
how vibrant the 
field of rural stud-
ies really is. Agricul-
ture economics is 
the discipline that 
president Gervan 
Fearon studied at 
Guelph and it cer-
tainly did not hold 
him back from a 
very stimulating and important career.” 

For more information on BU’s RDI 
program, check outh their website: www.

brandonu.ca/rdi. Dr. Bakker’s newest 
book is set to be available to the public in 
early summer 2015. §

Big City Ideas About Boondocks Brought to Brandon
And other stories...

natHan macKritH, rePorter

If you’re like me every semester is 

going to be better than the last. You will 
study harder, procrastinate less and you 
will read all of the assigned readings. 
Week one you’re doing great, staying on 
top of things, writing in your fancy new day 
planner that was absolutely necessary, 
you couldn’t possibly get organized this 
semester without it. Week two you find 

yourself forgetting to write things in your 
day planner, or they were recorded incor-
rectly. Week 3 and you’re lucky if you even 
know where your day planner is. 

Here I am the first week of the se-
mester saying to myself, this time it will be 
different…oh this sounds familiar. I’ve got 
the $15 day planner and my colour coor-
dinated pens ready to go. This semester 
I have also purchased the $2 app Study-
Cal. It allows you to set up your weekly 

schedule, not just your classes but you 
can add all of your assignments, which I 
encourage you to do so as soon as your 
professors hand out the syllabus. It also 
allows you to repeat events so you don’t 
have to enter your schedule for every 
single week. The real draw for me though 
was the grade calculator. What can I say… 
math is the worst. 

With customizable features for each 
class you can add assignments and as-

sign how much of your total mark they are 
worth. As you receive your grades you can 
input them and voila, no more wondering 
where your sitting going into midterms and 
finals. Finally it will harass you with notifi-
cations about each day. Take advantage 
of this, because unlike your old paper day 
planner, which will sit in the corner col-
lecting dust, you probably can’t survive a 
day without your tablet. Stay tuned for a 
full review at the end of the semester. §

New Semester, New Study Habits
StudyCal may be the miracle app for you

Krista mills, WeB content coordinator

Hans Bakker and his work. Photo Credit Nathan MacKrith.

Last month on December 11th 

Wisewords.co announced the addition of 
5,000+ new advisors to their site. Con-
fused as to why this affects you? Let me 
explain. Wisewords.co is a website that 
specializes in helping undergrads and 
grads get jobs by helping students con-
nect with experienced advisors in their 
preferred industries. 

Anyone can sign up to get advice from 
an expert in your chosen field whether 
you’re switching careers, still studying or 

graduated and looking for work that’s rel-
evant to your degree. 

If you think you have what it takes, 
you could even sign up to be an advisor 
(keep in mind though, that only people 
showing substantial success and experi-
ence in their field are chosen to do this). 

Part of what Wisewords.co does is 
that it helps you come up with a plan. 
Rather than just winging it and praying 
that someone will hire you someday, the 
advisors will help you figure out what 
degree to take, where to intern, where 
to apply for your first actual job that you 
will then excel from. Some of the tailored 

advice that you can get from the advisors 
includes up to date industry info, resume 
feedback, mock interviews, tips to navi-
gate the industry and more. 

Now, how does this magical career-
tool work, you might be asking? Advice-
seekers (potentially you) browse through 
an online catalogue of advisors to find 
someone that they feel will best help 
them with whatever they might want to 
know (like how to run a hot-
dog stand, I hear those are 
in high demand). The advisor 
and advisee then connect via 
a private phone line for a 30 

minute call (for which the advisor charges 
between $5-100, the advice-seeker is 
made aware of the price before the call). 

All personal information remains con-
fidential and payment goes through Wise-
words.co, not the advisor. Advisor quality 
is maintained through thorough checking 
of applications and user reviews so you 
know that you’re talking to someone that 
can help you. §

I Assume You’ll Need a Job Eventually?
For the connection-less university student

asHlyn Pearce, senior rePorter

Yes, it’s true. This humble little uni-

versity newspaper has a website. What 
is this website you ask? Why it’s thequill.
ca simple and easy for your study-addled 
brains to remember, you’re welcome. The 
website features our weekly edition in PDF 

format as well as the individual articles. 
For those of you who wish to catch up on 
past editions of your campus newspaper, 
the archives begin at Volume 103 from 
the 2012/2013 school year.

Our writers are also hard at work to 
bring you online exclusive content. First 
semester marked the introduction of the 
web exclusive series ‘Diversions’. Written 

by yours truly, I provide you, my fellow stu-
dents, with things to do other than study-
ing. I am a terrible procrastinator and if 
you have any suggestions I am willing to 
give them a try. Diversions updates Fri-
days between 5:00 and 6:00 PM. With 
that in mind we are also looking to expand 
our online exclusive content, and will be 
providing a series of Reviews. From You-

Tube videos to local restaurants, books 
and current movies, be sure to check out 
thequill.ca every Monday at 4:00 PM.

If you are interested in contributing to 
The Quill stop by our office on the second 
floor of the KDC or drop us a line at eic@
thequill.ca. §

Wait...We Have a Website?
Online Content in 2015

Krista mills, WeB content coordinator



Volume 105, Issue17 — January 6th, 2015— 8 

Classifieds

Events – 8

 Need a new desk? Of course 
you do!
Pick up a gently-used desk 
from The Quill offices 
for only $20 each!  You move 
them, though.  
We might help if you smile.

 

Do you have something to 
sell? Are you a student?

Then The Quill has a solution 
for you!

Classified ads are free for 
students up to 30 words!  
(Textbook ads can be lon-

ger.)

On Wednesday, January 7th, Child 

and Family Services (CFS) of Western 
Manitoba is holding a Volunteer Recruit-
ment informational display at Brandon 
University.

CFS is currently recruiting BU stu-
dents to support a variety of programs for 
children and families throughout the West-

man region. Stop by the Mingling Area in 
the Knowles-Douglas Building on January 
7th from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM and learn 
more about this great opportunity to im-
prove your résumé while making a differ-
ence for someone in your community.

CFS is a private, non-profit, commu-
nity-based charitable agency that has 
served the needs of Western Manitoban 
families and children since 1899.

For more information on volunteer op-

portunities in Brandon and area, contact 
BU Career Planning and Placement Officer 
Doug Pople by calling 1-204-727-9651 or 
emailing careers@brandonu.ca. 

To learn more about CFS, call 1-800-
483-8980.  §

PSA: CFS Recruiting Drive
Volunteer and make a difference

Holly KalyniuK, assistant editor-in-cHief


