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Cyberbullying is not a ‘point the 

finger’ at one person event, especially a 
victim. In recent weeks students have ap-
proached Krystal Kayne, the president of 
BUABS, about the cyberbullying that has 
been taking place on the BU Confessions 
Facebook page. Kayne then tried to bring 
the page to the attention of the university, 
but was told “that the university could not 
stop anyone from using the initials BU.” 
She also approached the Brandon Chief 
of Police who stated “there was not much 
he could do unless the victim came for-
ward.” 

Last week the Quill asked whether 
BU Confessions was a good or a bad thing 
and received an assortment of answers 
and began to touch on the subject of cy-
berbullying. As a refresher, cyberbullying 
is defined by The Manitoba Legislative 

Assembly as “any form of electronic com-
munication, including social media, text 
messaging, instant messaging, websites 
and e-mail, typically repeated or with con-
tinuing effect, that is intended or ought 
reasonably be expected to cause fear, 
intimidation, humiliation or other damage 
or harm to another person’s health, emo-
tional well-being, self-esteem or reputa-
tion, and includes assisting or encourag-
ing such communication in any way.” 

We all know or at least should that 
bullying in any form is wrong, but some 
people continue to be bullied; some even 
to the point of believing the only solution 
is to take their lives. This should not come 
as shock to any of us for suicide due to 
bullying has become an all too regular 
part of western media broadcasts and 
herein lies the problem with sites such as 
BU Confessions. According to NoBullying.
com, “over 16% of students seriously con-
sider suicide, 13% create a plan, and 8 

percent have made a serious attempt.” 
Although the creator (and before any-

one emails the Quill or tracks me down I 
refuse to divulge the name of the creator 
unless questioned by authorities, so do 
not even bother asking) of the page initial-
ly created the site because they had seen 
other university confession pages and 
thought BU should have something simi-
lar; they never thought the page “would 
become this big.” And let’s face it the cre-
ator of the page should not be held com-
pletely responsible for the posts of others, 
and while admitting to knowing “about 
the cyberbullying,” states “I have tried to 
read every comment on each post but I 
am very busy and I can’t always see every-
thing. “ And when asked if they would con-
sider taking the page down replied, “yes I 
would gladly remove the page,” even ad-
mitting “it has caused a lot of nonsense 
that I wasn’t prepared for.”

These obviously are not the words of 

someone in support of cyberbullying, but 
they are the words of someone who did 
not realize the possible consequences 
and really how often do we think before 
we post something? How often do we 
consider the fact that potential employers 
are turning to social media to determine 
our characteristics? Really all it takes is 
that one friend from high school who still 
thinks it’s okay to post their repetitive 
wake and bakes for all to see and you’ve 
lost the job—thanks Facebook.

In reality it is up to each and every 
one of us to put an end to bullying no mat-
ter what form. We need to stop using sites 
as if they were our personal diaries, we 
need to stop believing that everything we 
think has to be said—it does not and we 
have to start living by the old adage if you 
can’t say anything nice, don’t say anything 
at all. §

Carmen miedema, reporter

Combining anonymity with an online stage spells conflict
It is more than just trolling. Photo Credit, Krista Mills. 
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News – 2

Political expression sets you free, 

or so they say. Beginning in February and 
commencing in March, Brandon University 
Students’ Union (BUSU) invites all Brandon 
University students to cast their vote for 
their representatives.

With the first nomination period begin-
ning on Monday, February 2nd at 8:30 AM 
and ending on Friday, February 13th at 4:30 
PM, the second nomination period begins 
Monday, February 16th at 8:00 AM and 
ends Friday, February 20th at 4:30 PM.
Executive Positions open for nomination:
President, Vice President External, Vice 
President Internal
Director Positions open for nomination:

Arts Director, Aboriginal Director, Science 
Director, Music Director, Education Director, 
Accessibilities Director, Sexual and Gender-
Identity Based Director, Health Studies 
Director, Grad Studies Director, Part-time/
Mature Director, Residence Director, Inter-
national Director, Racialised Director, Wo-
mens’ Director
Senator Positions:
Arts Senator, Science Senator, Education 
Senator, Student Senator at Large (2 Posi-
tions), Health Studies Senator, Music Sena-
tor
Student/Director At Large Positions:
KDC Student at Large (2 Positions)
SUDS Student at Large (2 Positions)
Quill Director at Large (2 Positions)

Candidates will begin campaigning on 

Monday, February 23rd at 8:00 AM, and stu-
dents are encouraged to attend the elec-
tion debate on Wednesday, February 25th at 
5:00 PM in the Mingling Area to learn about 
each candidates’ platform. Advanced polls 
are open on Monday, March 2nd from 9:00 
AM to 2:00 PM in the Education Building.

Regular Polls open at the Winnipeg 
campus on March 3rd and the Portage cam-
pus on March 4th. BU students can place 
their vote in the Mingling Area on March 9th 
and 10th from 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM. 

Correction:
In last week’s issue of the Quill it was 

implied that BUSU has control over 1.5 mil-
lion dollars that is in fact under the purview 
of the KDC board. §

BUSU Election 2015
Your vote counts... I promise

Holly kalyniuk, assistant editor-in-CHief

Dakota Languate Instructor at 
BU, Kevin Tacan was selected to be the Ab-
original Educator of the Month. He received 
the award for his service to the community 
within the Brandon School Division for help-
ing aboriginal students to find their roots.

“I am embarrased”, he answers the 
question whether it makes any difference 
to get the recognition. Kevin feels there 
are many other people who would have de-
served it instead of him, for doing the same 
job in more areas and for longer time than 
he does. He tells he has no idea how or why 
he was chosen.

While working in the same place, the 
Brandon School Division, for the past 15 
years, he has been assisting in implement-
ing aboriginal perspectives in the class-
rooms, making subjects relevant to native 
students, and also to non-native ones. 

Kevin has been doing this work be-
cause a lot of these aboriginal children 
do not know who they are, but once they 
hear about their roots and values they 
start to be interested in it very much. 
Through them Kevin can reach their par-

ents as well who also want to know more 
about themselves, their culture, kinship 
and traditions. Usually the children in the 
schools feel embarrassed first as many of 
them got to used to feel ashamed because 
of their origin, but as they learn about 
their heritage they become proud. Also 
the non-aboriginal children are interested 
and knowing more about their classmates’ 
culture they have an increased respect to-
wards these aboriginal children and their 
inheritance.

When asked about future plans, Kevin 

said he would like to bring more culture 
into the classrooms and would like to have 
more aboriginal teachers there.

And who is this humble man, the per-
son who wants to help his people so much, 
but does not like the attention? “I am a 
quiet person, I like to be alone, to relax...”. 
Kevin is happy with his horses and bison, 
yet the things he likes the most are the cer-
emonies. He gets to visit with people like 
him, who live a traditional life, who do not 
use drugs, drink alcohol or gamble. And of 
course he enjoys helping school children, 
their families to find their roots.

When I told him I heard that he had not 
always been a hardworking student, Kevin 
laughed a little and said “Yes”. Then he 
explained he changed when he was asked 
to assist the education of children. He be-
came motivated when he was chosen to be 
an “elder”. However, he does not like the 
word “elder” because it does not reflect the 
real meaning, context  and value of it in his 
culture. He prefers to be called by kinship 
terms if people are related to him or Kevin.

Beside saying “Congratulation” to Kev-
in Tacan, maybe the best way to show our 
respect if we call him the way he prefers. §

Kevin Tacan: Aboriginal Educator of the Month
 “Pidamaya” for your service

Viktoria marCzisak, reporter

Photo Credit, Viktoria Marczisak.

During the long long weekend (Feb-

ruary 13th-15th) BU with the VOICE Project 
are hosting Aboriginal youth to discuss, 
share ideas and successes in youth leader-
ship and education at the Working Together 
to Support Youth Success forum. The forum 
includes First Nation, Métis, and Inuit youth 
from all over Manitoba who will attend work-
shops on leadership, youth empowerment, 
and community-based research. Michael 
Champagne, youth advocate and creator 
of ‘Meet me at the Bell Tower’ in the North 
End of Winnipeg, will be the keynote. 

Currently 10-15% of the student body 
at Brandon University self-declares as Ab-
original (being Status, Non-Status, First 
Nation, Métis or Inuit). While the forum 
will provide youth with the opportunity to 
voice their opinions and concerns about 
leadership and education in their commu-
nities, it also facilitates the continuation 
and creation of discussions that Brandon 
University can learn and develop from to 
better recruit and retain Aboriginal youth. 
The current Labour Force Survey, states 
that between 2009 and 2013, the popula-
tion of  non-Aboriginal Manitobans aged 15 
years and older increased by 4.4%, while 

the population of First-Nations Manitobans 
living off-reserve and the Métis increased 
by 10.9% and 7.7% respectively. With the 
Aboriginal youth population increasing in 
Manitoba faster than the non-Aboriginal 
youth population, hosting such forums as 
Working Together to Support Youth Suc-
cess forum and others will be crucial to the 
longevity and future of BU.

BUASC is also working in conjunction 
with the VOICE Project to host their Annual 
Gathering of Nations Round Dance during 
the conference. The Round Dance will be at 
8:00 PM on Saturday, February 14th. Every-
one is invited to attend. §

PSA: Support Youth Success
Aboriginal Youth Forum

Jill VanderHeiden, reporter
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Sports – 3

This past weekend our athletes 

from Brandon took on the opposing ath-
letes of the University of Alberta.  The vol-
leyball teams played here at home and 
had some hardcore fighting to endure as 
both of our teams, men and women won 
Friday but lost Saturday. The ups and 
downs brought on by the Albertan’s lead 
made for some close sets and extremely 
entertaining matches. All teams played to 
the best of their abilities and some crazy 
saves were made along with some great 
textbook passes and smashes.  

The women’s volleyball team won 
3 out of 8 sets this weekend winning all 
three on Friday where they beat their op-
ponents 3-2. On Saturday however they 
found the rest of their defeats as they did 
not win a single set making it 0-3 for the 
Pandas. Leaders in the ladies games in-
clude Shanlee McLennan with a total of 
28 kills and 2 blocks, followed closely by 
Tori Dakin who had 22 kills, 2 aces and 
6 blocks.  Setter Mary Thompson, had a 

total of 77 assists and an incredible 37 
digs. These last games put the women’s 
record at 13-9.

The men’s volleyball team won 5 out 
of 8 sets throughout the weekend, and 

d e s p i t e 
w i n n i n g 
all these 
sets the 
men’s vic-
tory comes 
from their 
well fought 
game on 

Friday where they won 3 sets to 0.  Sat-
urday was the night of loss where the 
men fought hard but found their victory 
cut short in the final set as the Albertans 
won making the sets score 2-3 for the Uni-
versity of Alberta. Leaders on the men’s 
team include Sam Tuivai with a total of 31 

smashes, 5 aces and 3 blocks and follow-
ing close behind him was Sebastien Steig-
meier with 28 kills 2 aces and 6 blocks.  
The men’s setter David Stasica had 76 
assists and the player with the greatest 
number of digs throughout the weekend 
was Libero, Jeremy Davies with a total of 
18. These latest games bring the men’s 
record to 17-5.

The volleyball team’s next games 
will be their last of the season being next 
weekend away in Kelowna, BC where they 
will take on UBC-Okanagan. Congratula-
tions on the awesome season. §

Bobcats take on the Golden Bears and Pandas
The end is nigh...

roBert killam, sports writer

Shanlee McLennan putting some heat into the game, Photo Credit: Carson Rogers.

Hey All You sports fans out there. This 

was a big week for the ACC Cougars in a 
whole range of sports. So to start off let’s 
check in on the results on a recent Futsal 
tournament. The Women’s team had a 
pretty good run, winning their first game 
against the St. Boniface Les Rouges 6-2. 
With Ashley Scott and Tatiana Dowd each 
scoring two for the Cougars and Mikayla 
Yuen and Kaitlin Patterson each added 
one. The second match against the Cana-
dian Mennonite University Blazers went 
about as well with the final score coming 
to 5-1 for the Cougars. Once again Ashley 
Scott and Tatiana Dowd had 2 goals each 
and Mikayla Yuen gave them the fifth. On 
Sunday the 25th they suffered their first 
loss of the weekend, losing 4-3 against 
the Red River Collage Rebels. Ashley 
Scott, Kate Broadhead and Jenna Doherty 
all gave the Cougars a goal.  

The men’s team had less of a good 
time over the weekend. Their first game vs. 
St. Boniface ended in a loss of 9-6, Jeis-
son Hernandez gave the Cougars 3 goals 
while Robert Neumann, Brian Rodriguez 
and William Lopez added 1 each. Sunday 
had a similar outcome with an 11-1 loss 
against Red River. Robert Neumann had 
the only goal for ACC. But, do not fret all 
was not lost, The Men defeated C.M.U. 
8-6, Neumann and Lopez each scored 
three goals and Hernandez gave them the 
last two for the Cougars.

Moving now from futsal to volleyball. 
Where the Cougars, both men’s and wom-
en’s teams, had a less than perfect week-
end. The ladies were on deck first, squaring 
off against C.M.U. but losing 3-2. Despite 
Kaitlyn Doherty’s 16 kills, Steph Willey’s 
11 kills, 3 Aces, and Riese McArthur’s 9 
kills and ace. In their second game, after 
losing Kaitlyn Doherty to a sprained ankle, 
lost again against C.M.U. 3-2. With Riese 
McArthur giving them 19 kills and an ace 
and Tawny Shelvey adding 12 kills and an 
ace. 

The men’s team didn’t fare much bet-
ter, losing their first match with C.M.U. 3-0, 
Brandon LeLonde led the team with 13 
kills. In the second match it was almost 
déjà vu with the score once again ending 
at a 3-0 loss and LeLonde again leading 
with 15 kills, as well as Zach Mowatt add-
ing 10 more kills.

The last little tussle on the weekend 
was on the hockey rink, were the Westman 
Predators defeated the Cougars 4-3. Scor-
ing for the Cougars was Mackenzie Bortis, 
Karissa Haney, and Brooke Lonoway. With 
assists by (not on the goal she scored) 
Brooke Lonoway, Kaelei Rink, and Laura 
Williams. The play next in the Lieutenant 
Governers tournament on the weekend.

On a quick note, big shout out to Kait-
lyn Doherty of the Assiniboine Community 
College Cougars for being awarded the 
MCAC Week 16 Athlete of the week! Woo 
hoo. See you all next week for the results in 
the L.G.’s tournament. Ciao everyone!  §

An Endangered Species
All About Those Cross-Town Rivals

 “Pidamaya” for your service

reid ogilVie, reporter

the population of First-Nations Manitobans 
living off-reserve and the Métis increased 
by 10.9% and 7.7% respectively. With the 
Aboriginal youth population increasing in 
Manitoba faster than the non-Aboriginal 
youth population, hosting such forums as 
Working Together to Support Youth Suc-
cess forum and others will be crucial to the 
longevity and future of BU.

BUASC is also working in conjunction 
with the VOICE Project to host their Annual 
Gathering of Nations Round Dance during 
the conference. The Round Dance will be at 
8:00 PM on Saturday, February 14th. Every-
one is invited to attend. §

Not today, Photo Credit: Carson Rogers.



Volume 105, Issue 21 — February 3rd, 2015 — 4 5 — Volume 105, Issue 21 — February 3rd, 2015

Features – 4

Originally based on a novel by 

Yukito Ayatsuji in 2009, this 2012 anime 
tv series follows Koichi Sakakibara, a 15-
year old student who recently transferred 
to the hometown of his late mother.  Miss-
ing the first month of classes due to a 
condition with his lungs, on the way out 
of the hospital he encounters Mei Mi-
saki, a mysterious youth of pale expres-
sion who wears an eyepatch over her left 
eye, whom he later finds out is one of his 
classmates. Strangely, however, none of 
the other students nor the teachers seem 
to respond to or acknowledge Mei’s exis-
tence, and she seems far too calm about 
it. Meanwhile, whispers are heard about 
a dark history behind Koichi’s class, but 
no one seems willing to speak about it. 
Everyone starts acting weirder still once 
Koichi’s classmates start dying... What 
could everyone be hiding? Does Mei ex-
ist, or is she some kind of spirit? And will 
Koichi and his classmates survive long 
enough for the truth to be revealed...?

From start to finish, Another fails to 
disappoint. As far as mystery stories go, it 
gives just enough foreshadowing to tickle 
the curiosity, but without giving away so 
much as to spoil itself. By the end of it, you 
even realize that not only had they been 
leading you on the whole time, but they 
even gave a number of hints as to what 
the truth was, but delivered it in such a 
way that you would have to be incredibly 
keen to figure it out before the end. The 
delivery was very well thought out and top 
notch, though it may have you screaming 
at your screen demanding the truth be-
fore the final episode.

The animation for this series 
was well done, especially during 
the gorey scenes, as should be ex-
pected of an anime from the hor-
ror genre. The typical style in most 
scenes gave the feel of being in a 
country town with superstitions 
abound, while the creepy scenes 
were dark and mysterious. The 
music did a good job of setting the 
mood, and the two theme songs 
which were used for the opening 
and ending sequences both felt 
very fitting for the series.

This anime was selected as 
one of our shows to watch during 
the Hallowe’en 2014 season during 
BUGA’s anime nights. I was disappointed 
that I missed out on watching it then, but 
am glad that I got the chance to watch it 

again recently. Apparently there is a se-
quel novel in the works, which fills me with 
glee assuming it can live up to the origi-
nal series. Good horror is hard to come 
across recently, and Another is one series 

that has enough of it with the right blend 
of mystery to keep us on edge while stay-
ing connected and intrigued from start to 
finish. §

Anime Review: Another
Genre: Horror, Mystery     Studio: P.A. Works          Rating: 4.5 / 5

treVor ‘t-dawg’ Venn Buga

First Encounter Assault Recon, 

or F.E.A.R., is a 2005 horror themed first 
person shooter chronicling the actions of 
the fictional special forces team of the 
same name. You play as the new F.E.A.R. 
Pointman, selected for your almost su-
perhuman reflexes to lead the team in 
encounters against the paranormal. Your 
mission is to track down a psychic named 
Paxton Fettel, who is using his powers to 
control a small army of replicated soldiers 
for spoiler-ridden reasons.

F.E.A.R. is a member of a now-dying 
breed of first person shooters. This is one 
of those games in which you do not have 
regenerating health, but instead have 
health and body armour meters that are 
replenished by picking up first aid kits and 
kevlar vests. The player can hold onto ex-
tra health kits for on-the-fly healing, but 
armour is only available as a pickup. Ad-

ditionally, the player’s maximum health 
can be increased by finding glowing blue 
health ‘boosters’ in the environment, usu-
ally tucked out of the way as a reward for 
the explorative players. 

The Pointman’s extreme reflexes cor-
relate into F.E.A.R.’s most interesting fea-
ture: a bullet-time mechanic that was rev-
olutionary for the time and still holds up 
today. Activating the ability causes time 
to slow, allowing the player to carefully 
and surgically outshoot their opponents, 
provided that their reflex meter is not ex-
pended. Unlike health, however, your re-
flexes recharge over time. Proper use of 
the reflex ability is a must for survival, and 
the player will be using it a lot. Fortunate-
ly, activating bullet time and then jumping 
out of cover makes you feel like a badass 
action hero, akin to a John Woo film, and 
is fun as hell.

I mentioned that F.E.A.R. is horror 
themed, but I wouldn’t actually call it a 
horror game, despite the limits on health 

and ammo. To be honest I didn’t find the 
game to be very scary. That said, F.E.A.R. 
has it’s good scary moments and does a 
good job of creating an eerie atmosphere, 
when it wants to. Also, the franchise’s tit-
ular spooky little girl, Alma, did freak me 
out more than once as she stalks the play-
er through the game. The horror-theme 
does seem to fade in and out throughout 
the game, as the exhilarating action se-
quences are not at all scary. F.E.A.R. may 
come across to some as a game trying to 
wear two faces: one of horror and one of 
action, but in my opinion the dynamic be-
tween those two 
opposing genres 
serves as juxta-
position to keep 
the game from 
becoming mo-
notonous, falling 
just short of a 
perfect meld.

The game is 

available on Steam and comes with its 
two single player expansions included. 
The game is old enough that just about 
any toaster should be able to run it, and 
modern PCs can get hilariously high frame 
rates (4 digits on max settings is a rare, 
welcome sight). The multiplayer function 
no longer works, as far as Steam is aware, 
but old games like this tend to have a few 
diehard fans that have their ways. F.E.A.R. 
is a stellar, slightly dated FPS, and defi-
nitely worth the time of anyone who en-
joys shooting things and doesn’t mind be-
ing spooked while doing so. §

Game Review: F.E.A.R.
Genre: Horror-Themed FPS       Developer: Monolith Productions      Platforms: PC, X360, PS3         Rating: 4.5 / 5

JaCoB wolfe, Buga
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Study Brea� – 5

Dear Quentin,
I wonder, is there actually such thing 

as a dumb question and if so, how do I 
put a stop to them in my classes? 

Carmen Miedema

Dear Carmen,
I’m glad you asked this question. 

From a purely objective point of view, all 
questions based around furthering your 
own knowledge are good questions. They 
can’t be dumb. The people behind the 
question however…

People run the gamut between noble 
geniuses striving for the betterment of 
humanity to the content dunce enjoying 
his screen time, breathing through his 
mouth and sherry out of a chamber pot. 
Most people throughout this range learn 

things through communication and in a 
classroom. This is key. 

In an ideal classroom, engaged stu-
dents ask thoughtful questions that drive 
the narrative and help others learn. In a 
real classroom, primitive fuck-apes will 
ask tenured math professors how math 
can be used in the real world. 

Yes really.
The rest of the class will sigh, roll their 

eyes and the professor (if they are a good 
one) will answer in a good-natured way. 
If they are a burnt out sarcastic bastard 
after dealing with questions like this for 
twenty years and a pronounced drinking 
problem, they might sigh, roll their eyes, 
throw chalk or fail you forever. Conse-
quences may vary. 

To solve your dilemma you must do 
four things. Silence the idiot with a goodly 
amount of tape, drag the idiot into the 

parking lot, pour honey on them and leave 
them for the bears. Bears like honey. They 
like honey covered idiots even more. 

A previous manservant of mine, 
through no fault of my own, was acciden-
tally fed to a bear once. But it worked out 
because now I have Chauncy and all is 
right in the world. Conclusion: Bears solve 
problems and menservants cannot out-
smart bears while trapped 
in a hedge maze. 

I hope this helps,
Quentin

Quentin Quill is an 
18th century time traveler 
trapped in BU. He has not 
yet declared a major or 
even attended class in the 
last several months. He 
throws yearly glutton con-

tests in his hedge maze where the village’s 
most talented athlete faces off against a 
trained bear and a manservant.

If you have a question for Quentin 
please email him at missq@thequill.ca. 
He promises not to yell. If Quentin choos-
es your question you get a free Quill T-
shirt. They make for excellent washcloths 
and/or rope, when tied together.

As� Quentin 

020 – Dr. Michelle Huminicki
Area: BB 2-46
Cry: “It is what it is.””
Huminicki is a Rock-type prof. She has 
been sighted primarily in the Depart-
ment of Geology for the past 6 years 
and can be lured into conversations 
with cooking, family, and pets. She 
gains EXP when she uses her Manage 
ability on Micro Analytical Facilities, 
and bonus power-ups when using 
Ore Characterization on World Class 
Mineral Deposits..

that has enough of it with the right blend 
of mystery to keep us on edge while stay-
ing connected and intrigued from start to 
fi nish. §
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BUSU/Clubs – 6

Mental Health Week Success
And other tales from BUSU

Mental Health, according to the 

World Health Organization is “a state of 
well-being in which every individual real-
izes his or her own potential, can cope 
with the normal stresses of life, can work 
productively and fruitfully, and is able to 
make a contribution to her or his commu-
nity.” Everyone wants this for themselves, 
but for many it is unattainable—university 
students included. 

To bring awareness to this important 
topic plaguing 20% of children and ado-
lescents not to mention a large number 
of adults; Brandon University’s Student 
Union organized events during Mental 
Health Awareness Week which, for those 
of you leaving under a rock, ran from Jan-
uary 26th through to January 30th, 2015. 
They held four days of events including 
cookie decorating, yoga, a guest speaker, 
and therapy dogs in an effort to bring fur-
ther awareness to a growing worldwide 
concern.

When asked whether the week was a 

success Rhoni from BUSU stated, “Men-
tal Health Week was a great success. 
We wanted to create awareness and 
have people talking about mental health 
and that’s exactly what we’ve achieved.”  
And it would appear that Bell agrees. On 
Thursday, January 29th, 2015 the com-
pany posted the following, “A spectacu-
lar day for Canada’s mental health: A 
record 122,150,772 tweets, texts, calls 
and shares on Bell Let’s Talk Day – and 
a new Bell donation for mental health of 
$6,107,538.60.” 

So if you know someone suffering 
with mental health issues, do not simply 
sit by and let it overtake their lives offer to 
help—even the littlest gesture can have an 
enormous difference. And if you are suf-
fering from mental health concerns reach 
out, ask for help and above all never ever 
be ashamed. If we all do our part maybe, 
just maybe we can make the stigma of 
mental health a thing of the distant past. 
§

Carmen miedema, reporter

On January 23rd the Brandon Univer-

sity Student Alliance, a group of clubs that 
has come together to increase engage-
ment in the student body, threw their first 
ever event. At its height, around 40 people 
showed up to grab some free food, play 
some games and have fun. The event was 
free, running off of donations from gen-
erous students and the club themselves 
but to some BUSA members funding from 
the Student Union would have made this 
event even better. 

According to Trevor Venn, President 
of BUGA, “Funding from BUSU would have 
alleviated both the concern and the need 
to charge such a fee. At $2 a student, 
$100 alone would have covered as many 
as 50 students -- a pittance to come from 
BUSU’s coffers, especially for an event 
concerning both clubs and collectives. 
Both BUSU president Joel Springer and 
VP External Nicholas Brown were present 
at the meeting, and could have brought 
up the suggestion. I certainly would have 
myself, and tried to make that happen in 
the narrow time frame I had. Alas, BUSU 
did not have our back either way.”

In response to this, Rhoni Mohanaraj 
said that “We couldn’t give BUSA funding 
as they were not a recognized club. When 
they applied for it through the Gaming As-
sociation it would still be BUSU funding a 
non-recognized club and we can’t do that. 
Club funding is set aside exclusively for 
clubs.”

According to BUSA, their organization 
is more than a club and operates on a 
higher level to engage and bring together 
students. Brandon Burton of the Poli Sci 
Club reported that they had no future 
plans to apply for official club status. 

The potluck also had the misfor-

tune of missing a few of the BUSA club 
members in attendance. For a variety of 
reasons, members of the clubs that com-
prise BUSA could not make it or left early. 
In the future this problem could be solved 
by the groups involved taking more inter-
est. Venn had this to say about potential 
solutions, that they should “encourage 
groups to mingle with one another. As a 
student body, we’re all too comfortable 
to settle within our cliques even when we 
intend to mingle with others. So this is an 
idea that can be handled easily in future 
events. §

BUSA’s Lack of Funding
and a lack of cohesion

alex murray, editor-in-CHeif

School of Music Coming Events
Delicious music

Another month, another twenty-

eight days of performances in the School 
of Music*. Here is what is happening this 
February.

On Saturday, February 7th at 3:30 
PM the Eckardt-Gramatté Conservatory 
of Music recital with director Mary Jo Car-
abré. There is no admission charge. Also 
on February 7th at 8:00 PM Aliah Nelson, 
voice and Jinmyeong Seo, piano will per-
form a recital with no admission charge.

On Sunday, February 8th at 3:00 PM 
the Brandon Chamber players will per-
form. Admissions is $30 for adults, $25 
for seniors, and $10 for students.

As well on February 8th at 7:00 PM, Ja-
cinta VanDen Bussche, soprano and Jin-
myeong Seo, piano will perform a student 
recital with no admission charge.

On Tues., February 10th at 8:00 PM a 
Pro Series concert featuring Judy Kang on 
violin, Rachel Mercer on cello, and Angela 
Park on piano will take place. Adults are 
$15, students/seniors/alumni are $10 
and Conservatory students $8.

On Thursday, February 12th at 
7:30 PM the Brandon University 
Music Education Students (BUS-
MEA) will perform a recital along 
with alumni with Wendy McCallum 
as the director. There is no admis-
sion charge.

The 2015 Clarinet Festival 
will take place on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday, February 13th, 14th 
and 15th.

Saturday, February 14th at 
3:00 PM will be the Brandon Uni-
versity Symphonic Band recital 
with director Wendy McCallum at 
the Western Manitoba Centennial 
Auditorium. Admission charge is 
$10 for adults and $8 for seniors 
and students.

Saturday, February 21st at 
1:00 PM and 3:00 PM is the Eck-
hardt-Gramatté Conservatory of 
Music Suzuki Program STEP solo 

recital with director Michelle Bouchard. 
There is no admission charge.

At 8:00 PM on February 21st Jinmy-
eong Seo on piano, Sangmyung Kim on 
voice, Sandra Smith on violin and Iris 
Hwang on clarinet will perform a graduate 
student recital. No admission charge.

On Sunday, February 22nd at 1:00 PM 
Myrem Phillips on clarinet and Luis Ramir-
ez on piano will perform a student recital 
with no admission charge.

That same day at 3:30 PM there will 
be an Eckhardt-Gramatté Conservatory of 
Music Recital with director Mary Jo Carra-
bré. There is no admission charge.

On Saturday, February 28th at 7:00 PM 
there will be a student recital in the Kins-
men Rehearsal hall (room 1-20) featuring 
Mckenzie Walpole on trumpet, Sean Irvine 
on saxophone, Jacob Herd on piano, Kyle 
Lipischak on bass, and Jonathan Smith 
on drums. No admission charge.

*Performances are in the Lorne Wat-
son Recital Hall unless otherwise stated. 
All events subject to change on short no-
tice. §

CHarlie Carrier, reporter

All of the Reasons! Photo credit Krista Mills.
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Journalists of all stripes gathered 
in Ottawa to discuss gerbils—I mean the 
art of writing and broadcasting news for 
the National Student Journalism Confer-
ence NASH. Organized by Canadian Uni-
versity Press (CUP), the 77th annual con-
ference hosted numerous guest speakers, 
including renowned television broadcast 
journalists Peter Mansbridge and Lisa 
Laflamme, to discuss their experiences 
and teach aspiring journalists a few tricks 
of the trade.

NASH 77 began on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 14th with the arrival of delegates from 
post-secondary student newspapers 
across the country and commenced on 
Sunday, January 18th with the notoriously 

long final plenary meeting. 
During the five-day conference this 

year, the organizers of the conference 
filled the delegates’ days with engaging 
and entertaining educational presenta-
tions by accomplished journalists from 
across the country. Keynote speakers like 
CBC News’s Peter Mansbridge and Diana 
Swain, CTV’s Lisa Laflamme and Robert 
Fife, and the Ottawa Citizen’s Andrew Pot-
ter shared their adventures and lessons 
learned in their varying experience within 
the field of broadcast and print journalism. 
Other successful journalist and television 
and print personalities delivered lectures 
throughout each day, touching on sub-
jects including investigative journalism, 
social networking, photography, freelanc-
ing, and establishing sources.

In addition to providing first-hand 
knowledge to aspiring journalists, the 
conference allowed delegates the oppor-
tunity to meet others working or interest-
ed in pursuing the same field and share 
ideas on how to improve their respective 
publications and their own writing. 

Although typically quite long, the final 
plenary meeting for this year’s conference 
lasted only four hours. Several motions 
were passed by the newspaper represen-
tatives present and the CUP board mem-
bers, including those to explore CUP’s po-
tential to reach newspapers through social 
media and distribute excess transporta-
tion funds to small CUP member papers. 
CUP membership fees were also lowered 
by 0.5% this year, thereby requiring news-
papers to pay 2.5% of their total operating 

budget in order to remain members. 
Details for NASH 78 were released at 

final plenary. Previously CUP’s National 
Executive, Jane Lytvynenko, who was pro-
moted to CUP Continuity Representative, 
released her bid to organize an Avengers-
themed “Assemble” NASH 78 in Toronto 
in January 2016. Due to the enormous 
success of NASH 77, Lytvynenko hopes 
to bring back some presenters, expand 
upon skills established, and also intro-
duce new sessions to improve journalism 
techniques.

Around 500 people from more than 
43 registered and unregistered CUP 
newspapers from across the country at-
tended, with The Quill’s delegate as the 
only representative from Manitoba. Fun 
was had by all. §

NASH 77
More than just a nerd convention

Holly kalyniuk, assistant editor

I want to thank Mrs. Miedema for her 

editorial in The Quill, Jan. 20th regarding 
the availability of computers in the li-
brary.

I’ll start by noting that there are two 
types of public computers in the library, 
which not everyone may know about. 
The first type is what I’ll call “full-service” 
machines, which provide access to: the 
library catalogue, library databases, the 
internet, full productivity software (i.e. 
Microsoft Office), and the student print 
queue.

There are 53 full-service computers 
located on the main floor, most of them 
(32) in the Convergys Lab. There are 15 
computers along the east wall, near the 
Map Library, as well as another 6 in the 
Curriculum Materials area.  ONLY people 
with a BU userID can access these com-
puters.

The second type is the “Public Ac-

cess” machines. There are 18 of these 
computers located in various places on 
the main floor. They provide access to: 
the library catalogue, library databases, 
the internet, limited productivity software 
(New file types may not open quite right 
and work can’t be edited. However users 
with Microsoft’s One Drive cloud accounts 
can use OneDrive’s online editing fea-
tures.), and the student print queue.

Public Access computers can be ac-
cessed with a BU account OR with a Guest 
Access account. Guest Access accounts 
are granted to members of the public, 
who must first register with ID at the cir-
culation desk. As a public institution, the 
library is open to anyone in the Brandon 
community; in fact as a government re-
pository library we are legally obligated to 
make our collections available to the pub-
lic. Many of those government documents 
and forms are increasingly available only 
online.

I know that there are always points of 
the year when it seems like there’s *nev-

er* enough computers, or study carrels 
or seats , and it’s frustrating to think that 
someone may be getting more than their 
fair share of time.  It’s a challenge that 
all university libraries face, even ones  like 
the new multi-million dollar Taylor Family 
Digital Learning Commons at University of 
Calgary.

We can certainly explore things like 
setting time limits or designating Express 
Machines, but we’d have to look at that 
our system stats to see if there are times 
or areas where usage is greatest, and 
then we’d have to determine what length 
of time would be considered ‘fair’.

In the short term some solutions I 
can suggest are: If the Convergys Lab is 
full, try the computers along the east wall. 
The library floor plans can help you locate 
them. http://www3.brandonu.ca/library/
bu_map.jpg Try the full-service computer 
in the Link to the Music Library. Visit the 
Music Library, which has 6 full-service ma-
chines (and a sunny reading area).  Mu-
sic Library hours are different from Main 

Library hours, so please check online: 
http://www3.brandonu.ca/library/hours.
html Sign up for Microsoft OneDrive, 
which will enable you to use productivity 
software on the Public Access machines.

Mrs. Miedema also mentions the P-
word (procrastination).  I’m please to say 
that we can help with that too. There are 
study and writing skill tutors available 
several times a week right in the library, 
to help you with those last-minute papers, 
or even better to help you *avoid* those 
last minute papers. Check the Library 
Hours page for tutor availability.

The Library’s staff wants to ensure 
that the BU library is accessible, com-
fortable and supportive for all students 
and faculty.  If you have a suggestion or 
a question about our services, please let 
me know:  braaksmab@brandonu.ca or 
talk to the staff at the service desks. In 
the very near future we’re going to start 
thinking about developing a learning 
commons for BU, so stay tuned for your 
chance to participate! §

Letter to the Editor: The Library
Betty Braaksma, Bu liBrarian

A response...

Now that the weather’s cold again, 

you might need something to take your 
mind off of it.

February 3rd: Aaron Pritchett, Cory 
Marquardt, and King and Cash will be per-
forming at The 40, tickets are $25, doors 
open at 8:00 PM and the show starts at 
9:00 PM.

February 6th: BU Bobcats basketball 
plays the U of Victoria Vikes in the HLC, 
women at 6:00 PM, men at 8:00 PM.

February 7th: A Family Skate Party 
will be held at the Skating Oval (behind 
the Co-op Gas station on 18th St N) from 
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM, there will be snow fort 

building, sleigh rides, hot chocolate, hot 
dogs, skate loans (if you don’t have your 
own) and a photo booth all for free, spon-
sored by Healthy Brandon in Motion, Star 
94.7 and 880 CKLQ, for more info call 
204-578-2196.

February 7th: BU Bobcats basketball 
plays the U of Victoria Vikes in the HLC, 
women at 5:00 PM, men at 7:00 PM

February 8th: School of Music Pro Se-
ries presents Judy Kang on violin, Rachel 
Mercer on cello and Angela Park on piano 
at the Lorne Watson Recital Hall, tickets 
are $10 (student price) and the show 
starts at 8:00 PM.

February 21st: Manitoba Law Enforce-
ment Polar Plunge for Special Olympics 
Manitoba will take place at the ACC North 
Hill Campus at 2:30 PM, participants 
must be 15 or older and sign a waiver, 
for more information see specialolympics.
mb.ca/events.

March 3rd: 7 Ages Productions will be 
putting on Armstrong’s War at the WMCA 
at 8:00 PM, tickets are $25 (student 
price), for more info see wmca.ca. §

Upcoming Events
What’s going on around Brandon?

asHlyn pearCe, senior reporter

Delicious music
recital with director Michelle Bouchard. 
There is no admission charge.

At 8:00 PM on February 21st Jinmy-
eong Seo on piano, Sangmyung Kim on 
voice, Sandra Smith on violin and Iris 
Hwang on clarinet will perform a graduate 
student recital. No admission charge.

On Sunday, February 22nd at 1:00 PM 
Myrem Phillips on clarinet and Luis Ramir-
ez on piano will perform a student recital 
with no admission charge.

That same day at 3:30 PM there will 
be an Eckhardt-Gramatté Conservatory of 
Music Recital with director Mary Jo Carra-
bré. There is no admission charge.

On Saturday, February 28th at 7:00 PM 
there will be a student recital in the Kins-
men Rehearsal hall (room 1-20) featuring 
Mckenzie Walpole on trumpet, Sean Irvine 
on saxophone, Jacob Herd on piano, Kyle 
Lipischak on bass, and Jonathan Smith 
on drums. No admission charge.

*Performances are in the Lorne Wat-
son Recital Hall unless otherwise stated. 
All events subject to change on short no-
tice. §
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Art Supplies For Sale:

From the Drawing I Course
If interested please text 

Emma at:
204-720-9192

 
We want you!

If you like to write, take pictures, or draw things, 
you should work for The Quill!
We can offer a cool office to nap in and tuition rebates.

 Email us at eic@thequill.ca!

Quill Classifieds
 
Need a new desk? Of course 
you do!
Pick up a gently-used desk 
from The Quill offices 
for only $20 each!  You move 
them, though.  
We might help if you smile.

It’s time we say goodbye to 
our most recent addition to 
“stores we spend too much 
money at”, Target. Alas, the 
American department store 

that somehow feels like 
Walmart’s rich, classier older 
step-sibling, is pulling out its 

Canadian branches due to 
being deemed not profitable 
until 2021. Shopping at the 

mall will no longer require a 
grande soy frappucino.

Target


