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Brandon University is known for 

its great low tuition rates and smaller 
classroom sizes.  But did you know that 
the university drop out rate is the highest 
in the country?  According to Maclean’s 
Magazine, over the course of 24 years 
worth of research, Brandon University 
stands 49th out of 49 universities and col-
leges and astoundingly has a dropout rate 
of 44%! That’s not all, the Globe and Mail 
comments, “Only 55 percent of students 
graduated within the past seven years”.  

Issues with keeping students in uni-
versity until graduation could be happen-
ing for many reasons, whether personal or 
institutional. Students who drop out could 
have done so because of failure to meet 
course requirements, the courses are not 
offered at our institution, health decline 
or a family emergency that left a student 
no choice but to drop out. On a lighter 

note, many choose to go on to specialty 
schools such as Journalism or Art , which 
also count towards this high statistic. 

Former students of the university 
commented saying things such as, “the 
university’s liberal education policy that 

makes you take one of every different cat-
egory of courses is what drove me out. I 
couldn’t pay attention to something I was 
not passionate about.” Another former 
student explained that it was their decline 
in health that led to their dropout. They 
said, “I had broken my back and it be-
came difficult for me to keep up even with 
accommodations from my professors. So 

after having a few sound conversations 
with my professors I decided to drop out 
until my health got better.” And finally one 
student said, “I was failing and the money 
wasn’t there. So there was no point in 
struggling through something that didn’t 

guarantee me a 
job after gradu-
ation.” Whatever 
the reason may 
be, the dropout 
rate in Manitoba 
has dropped con-
siderably since 
the 1990’s from 

about 16 percent down to about 10 per-
cent as of 2012.  

Carson Jerema of Maclean’s Maga-
zine, suggests that,  “the problem of 
grade inflation at the high school level 
that suggests it is not just the fact that the 
bell curve shifts, but that students have 
been given an inaccurate assessment 
of their performance. The vast majority 

of students see their grades fall, often 
dramatically, once they get to university. 
What is sometimes called “grade shock” 
can have devastating consequences for 
students, as they struggle to cope with 
the fact that they are no longer at the top 
of the class”. 

This dropout reality varies from person 
to person, from personal to professional. 
However, Brandon University has Student 
Services, which has counsellors on site 
for those bad days, a writing centre to 
make sure your papers are grammatically 
correct and formatted properly, as well as 
workshops that are held every so often to 
help you with strategies for studying. All of 
these programs are to help improve not 
only academic success for the students 
but also help prevent the dropout rate we 
have been given from getting worse. 

If you are having any of these issues, 
you can book an appointment by calling 
(204)727-9739, or walking in to Room 
105 of the McKenzie Building. §

Whitney hodgins, senior reporter

A paucity of graduationship (it could be a word)

BU Drop Out Rates at All Time High
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Done. Just done. Burnt out pile of cinders. To hell with everything. Photo credit Krista. Mills.

“I had broken my back and it be-
came difficult for me to keep up 
even with accommodations from 
my professors...”
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News – 2

Dr. Demetrios Tryphonopoulos 
is Brandon University’s new Dean of Arts. 
He started his five year term on January 1st, 
2015. Before taking his current position at 
Brandon University, Dr. T was the Assistant 
Dean of Graduate Studies and Professor 
of English at the University of New Bruns-
wick for twenty-seven plus years. He holds 
a Ph.D in English from the University of 
Western Ontario and has written, edited or 
co-edited 12 books, including globally-ac-
claimed works on the controversial Ameri-
can poet Ezra Pound.

What excites Dr. Tryphonopoulos about 
his new job is how during his interview  

visit and first few days on the job he has 
discovered lots of potential on-campus. He 
is excited to continue to learn about what 
a good job professors are doing of being 
innovative in their research. He was pleas-
antly surprised to learn how many books 
and articles are produced in this faculty. 
One thing that the new Dean of Arts hopes 
to accomplish while at BU is to change the 
perception of faculty and students on how 
good of a school they are part of. He says 
that we need to learn to celebrate what a 
great research is being done by the Arts 
faculty, and how well its professors are pre-
paring students for grad studies and real 
life.

When asked about the value of a Bach-

elor of Arts he had a story to tell. About three 
years ago while working at New Brunswick 
University he met a husband and wife who 
were receiving their degrees. The wife told 
the story of how the critical thinking, read-
ing, and writing skills she learned while tak-
ing her BA helped her become the Interna-
tional Vice President of Microsoft.

The biggest lessons that Dr. Tryphono-
poulos has learned in life have come from 
athletics. He says that playing soccer as a 
Ph.D student was the time when he learned 
the value of discipline. Discipline, he says, 
is all about knowing when to focus on and 
finish the task, and when it is necessary to 
put aside time for yourself to enjoy and re-
lax life. §

New Dean of Arts
and he is a fan of soccer

nathan mackrith, reporter

You hear a news story or read an ar-

ticle and it moves you. You feel the need to 
do something. To help. To create change. 
Your mind starts racing with ideas… but 
now what? This is exactly what happened 
to Sheyenne Spence, a 4th year Sociol-
ogy Honours student. A few weeks ago she 
came across a movement in Canada called 
“Helping our Northern Neighbours” and 
knew she had to do something.  

“Helping our Northern Neighbours” is 
a movement to help the people living in ru-
ral and very remote areas of Canada. Areas 
where there are no roads in and out of the 
towns; they are accessed only by flying in. 
This movement pairs a family in the remote 
town with an urban family, the urban fam-
ily then sends care packages at least four 
times a year to their remote family. Another 
option under this movement is also to pro-
vide donations without pairing to a specific 
remote family. 

So what did Sheyenne do? She start-
ed a Facebook group (Brandon University 
– Helping our Northern Neighbours) and 
found out that there already was a chapter 
based out of Brandon/Shilo. She quickly 
got in touch with the coordinator of the 

Brandon/Shilo chapter and learned that 
they have already focused their efforts on 
Repulse Bay, Nunavut. The coordinators 
have secured 100 lbs of free cargo space 
by Calm Air to fly weekly to Repulse Bay 
from Winnipeg with donations. 

Repulse Bay, Nunavut lies directly on 
top of the Arctic Circle in central Nunavut. 
It is exactly 2009 kms away from Brandon 
and sits along the Hudson Bay. Global Can-
ada reports that in Repulse Bay, a bag of 
flour is $44, 4L of orange juice is $26, a 
box of diapers is $80 and many residents 
complain of expired meats and best before 
dates of 2012 on shelved items. 

The 2006 Census reports that the me-
dian income for those ages 15 and over in 
Repulse Bay is $10,408 compared to the 
rest of Nunavut at $28,144 or Canada at 
$35,498. Unemployment is at 36%. The 
population is increasing and last recorded 
at 999 people with 51% of the population 
under 20 years old; and contrasted with 
only 1.5% over the age of 65. The food bank 
in Repulse Bay is empty; there is nothing 
left to give away. 

These are staggering facts. 
To date, Sheyenne has held a meet-

ing in IPC (Indigenous Peoples’ Centre) 
on February 2nd and garnered the support 

of BUASC (Brandon University Aboriginal 
Student Council). Donations in the form 
of food, clothing and money have already 
been contributed. The items needed really 
are anything. Clothing, baby items, toys, 
food, personal hygiene products, basic over 
the counter medications… everything. “Our 
plan is to help the Brandon/Shilo chapter 
reach their goal of 100 lbs of donations per 
week. There is a population of 37,000 peo-
ple in all of Nunavut and 46,000 in Bran-
don alone. I think that we can step-up and 
help,” Sheyenne stated simply. 

This is not an option of what Sheyenne 
can do. At this point it’s about what she is 
doing and what others can do to help. Her 
message is clear. Anyone can make any-
thing happen. It only takes one person. The 
courage to make a thought into an action. 
An action into a plan. A plan into a move-
ment. 

If you have any gently used clothing, 
toys, baby items or want to donate food 
items you can bring them to IPC and place 
them in the blue bins provided. If you aren’t 
sure of what to donate, you can provide a 
cash donation to Sheyenne (sheyenne.
spence@live.com) who will be purchasing 
items for donation. §

Helping Our Northern Neighbours
Send supplies to our rural northerners

Jill vanderheiden, reporter

Did anyone ever tell you that you were 

in the dark on something? That maybe you 
had a few lights out? Well… that isn’t the 
case for Brandon University. At Brandon 
University we are all so bright we keep the 
lights on all night and all day. 

The lights in the Kavannagh Courtyard, 
around the exterior Clark Hall and some 
in the interior of Clark Hall have been on 
since August 2014. That’s over six months. 
It seems that the controller that turns 
the lights on and off broke and it costs 

$85,000 to replace it. The original system 
was installed back during the 1996/97 
academic year, 18 years ago. The delay in 
fixing the broken controller was due to the 
Physical Plant figuring out if replacing the 
part or finding and installing a new system 
to regulate the lights is more feasible. 

During the last six months, the univer-
sity has been paying for the hydroelectricity 
to keep these lights on all day and all night 
plus pay for the additional burnt out lights 
from their overuse. Scott Lamont, Vice-
President Administration and Finance took 
the time to explain the situation and says 

that the additional cost is “not cheap”. 
He believes that Physical Plant is very 

close to fixing this issue and having the 
controller replaced. A Manitoba Hydro Re-
bate program has been looked into to help 
cover some of the cost of this expensive 
part. While Manitoba Hydro has not con-
firmed in writing their financial support, Mr. 
Lamont believes the financial support will 
be secured.

The lights should be operating properly 
within the next few weeks. In the meantime, 
enjoy the light and shine on! §

(LIGHTS ON)
Are you feeling a bit dim?

Jill vanderheiden, reporter
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Sports – 3

The basketball teams played 

their final games this weekend here at 
home, against adversaries from Victoria 
B.C. The athletes came to play and put on 
entertaining matches for the crowds, as 
no one wants to leave the final game of 
the season on a bad note. Both the men 
and women gave it their all, but it was 
not enough as they lost 3 out of 4 of the 
games played throughout the weekend. 
The women lost both of their games and 
had their closest match on Friday with a 
score of 56-70. The men, who lost one 
and won one game, faced their razor edge 
victory on Saturday with a score of 77-76, 
a buzzer beating victory. 

Congratulations to the women’s 
team and to players Aleah Bridges, Amy 
Williams, Kylee Howard and Stephanie 
Haynes. Each had great games and had 

worked hard to keep the games close and 
occasionally even take the lead against 
the Vikes. Victoria however came out on 
top this weekend putting her own record 
at 11-7 and our Bobcat’s record fell to 
3-19. Special mention for the men’s team 
include Earl Thompson Jr. and Kenonte 
Ramsey.  Both gentlemen had some 
crazy moments throughout the weekend, 
each putting big numbers on the board 
and making epic plays on the court. With 
these games of loss and victory included 
into records, the Victoria Vikes finish the 
season with 13-5 and the Brandon Bob-
cats finish the season with 2-18.

It truly has been a rough past month 
for the Bobcats, since the starting of the 
New Year they added no wins except for 
the men’s latest victory. The women’s last 
win was over ten games ago and before 
this, the men’s last victory was over 12 
games ago. The regular season is now 
considered over and the games are be-

lieved to restart next season in Octo-
ber. 

Who knows what will come of 
next season, potentially new faces, 
old faces, new plans, old tactics, the 
options are unlimited. The only thing 
we can hope for is that glory can 
be regained for Bobcats basketball 
and maybe a few more wins can be 
achieved for next year. I congratu-
late those athletes and scholars who 
worked there asses off however and 
hope those who can step up will glad-
ly do so in the coming year. I’d also 
like to send other appreciations out 
to coaches, trainers, announcers and 
referees. To anyone else who is out 
their, who have worked to make our 
teams better I’d like to say thank you 
and can not wait to see all of you guys 
next season. §

Bobcats Basketball: The Final Mission
The end is still nigh...

roBert killam, sports Writer

Kenonte Ramsey sneaking to the rim for 2 points in his final game as a Bobcat. Photo Credit: Carson 
Rogers.

The Cougars had a good weekend 

with their games putting them in the run-
ning MCAC league playoffs. Their first 
games against the St. Boniface Rouges 
were huge successes. The first ended in 
a 3-1 victory for the Cougars, with Taw-
ny Shelvey getting 9 kills, 4 aces, and 2 
blocks. Stephanie Willey followed with an-
other 7 kills and 2 aces. The second set 
the Cougars were down 3-0 and Shelvey 
gave another 11 kills and 3 aces, Willey 
added 9 kills, 1 ace, and Riese McArthur 
gave them 6 kills, 6 aces, and 2 blocks. 
The Men’s team did not do as well as the 
Women, The Men’s team lost their first 
game of the day, losing 3-2 the Les Roug-
es, then lost their second game 3-1.

The Cougar Women’s hockey kicked 
off the Lieutenant Governors Tourna-
ment in Winnipeg with a 5-0 victory over 
the Gray Owls with goals from the follow-
ing players, Laura Williams, Katie Zacha-

rias, Brooke Drummond, Mariah Graham, 
and Skye Kelly. Assists by Bree VanHove, 
Cateline Fafard, Kasie McLaughlin, Kaelei 
Rink, Brooke Lonoway and Shayna Fluker. 
The second game was worse, resulting in 
a loss 3-2 against the Western Predators. 
Kaelei Rink and Kasie McLaughlin had 
goals for the Cougars, assisted by Brooke 
Drummond and MacKenzie Bortis.  Their 
next few games went reasonably well, 
against the Confederation College Thun-
derhawks. It took until 1:11 in overtime for 
the Cougars to pull out a win with a goal by 
Skye Kelly, assisted by MacKenzie Bortis. 
Next up was the Silvertips, another loss, 
this time 3-2. Goals by Laura Williams 
and Katie Zacharias, assisted by Karissa 
Haney. They finished the tournament with 
a loss to the Northern Stars 3-2. Their final 
goals were scored by Katie Zacharias and 
Brooke Lonoway, with assists by Kasie 
McLaughlin and Kaelei Rink.

The season is almost over for the year, 
but until it is keep your eyes locked to the 
Quill for all the game day details. Ciao!  §

Cougars Sharpen Their Claws
All About Those Cross-Town Rivals

Send supplies to our rural northerners

reid ogilvie, reporter

that the additional cost is “not cheap”. 
He believes that Physical Plant is very 

close to fixing this issue and having the 
controller replaced. A Manitoba Hydro Re-
bate program has been looked into to help 
cover some of the cost of this expensive 
part. While Manitoba Hydro has not con-
firmed in writing their financial support, Mr. 
Lamont believes the financial support will 
be secured.

The lights should be operating properly 
within the next few weeks. In the meantime, 
enjoy the light and shine on! §

FaceOff. Photo Credit: Carson Rogers.
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Features – 4

Caroline Slimmon is a Community 

Outreach Program Manager at Westman 
Immigrant Services (WIS) in Brandon MB. 
She does presentations to community to 
talk about the work Westman Immigration 
Services is providing as an organization,. 
She also looks after multicultural diver-
sity connections in the community. In ad-
dition, she is also coordinating a trained 
interpreter program and an internal inter-
preting program.

Caroline has been in Brandon since 
1988. She was born in India and lived 
there until she was 12 and worked in Lon-
don, England later on. She met her hus-
band in Zimbabwe; he was a veteran from 
Manitoba and that is when she moved to 
Manitoba.
The Quill: You have diverse cultural back-
ground, and witnessed Brandon change, 
can you explain the differences between 
Brandon in 1988 and Brandon now?

Caroline Slimmon: I guess I always have  
a global perspective because of my back-
ground and have often lived in multicul-
tural societies. When Brandon started to 
change as a global society it felt much 
more like home to me. The differences 
were huge comparing when I moved here 
and now. It can be so a small thing. For 
example, I enjoyed curry when I was in In-
dia, which was a family special meal, and 
when I first got here I could not get the 
spices. So I had to buy spices in England 
when I travelled to England, but now-a-
days, you can just get the spices in Super-
store. On another level, Brandon was very 
quiet and sleepy town. It was a very small 
agricultural community, but it has grown 
very quickly over 10 years. Many immi-
grants came to the city and brought vast 
globalism to the community.
TQ: Is there anything you want to share 
with students about global perspective?
CS: When we work with each other, we all 
come with cultural differences and some-
times we even do not recognize them. The 

idea behind some of our work, such as an 
adjustment program, that WIS does is to 
remind everyone of a cultural acceptance 
level. Realizing that sometimes things can 
take a little bit longer to be understood or 
communicated. But, it is a worthy effort 
because people are all different.

We all come with cultural differences 
and it is something that we need to ac-
cept and work through. We are not going 
to change each other but we can work to-
gether.

Don’t be afraid to learn about other 
cultures. I want to students to think about 
an interculturalism connection.

Multiculturalism is allowing cultures 
to continue to cultivate and grow within a 
larger community by maintaining individu-
al cultures, traditions and so on. Intercul-
turalism is a new phrase. It is something 
you maintain in your own culture but also 
is being part of the larger community. It is 
not a bad thing to maintain your culture 
but you also want to step out and be a 
part of the community. I think the key 

to interculturalism is that you don’t have 
to give up anything to be part of both your 
culture and the community you are living 
in.
TQ: What kinds of services  does WIS of-
fer and can students be a part of those 
services?
CS: The WIS offers services to Permanent 
Residents because the purpose of fund-
ing is to provide service to permanent res-
idents. However, WIS has a professional 
interpreter service if students need one.

Students can sign up for volunteer-
ing to help learn English, child care, and 
other classes. There are cooking classes 
that happen throughout the winter; you 
can sign up for the class and learn differ-
ent cultural dishes and spend some time 
with people from different backgrounds. 
Multicultural Summer Festival, Asian Fes-
tival in May and the Global Market are 
some other events that students are all 
welcome to join! §

Global View: Interview with Caroline Slimmon
Interculturalism and multiculturalism

claire song, columnist

Now, I’m not one to complain, but 

I have been told numerous times that 
those of you who are not in the BU School 
of Music don’t really know how much work 
goes into a typical music student’s day. 
I’m only in my first year here, and I can’t 
speak for anyone who is not a piano ma-
jor, but 18 hour days are pretty darn short 
in our eyes.

As a first year, mandatory classes 
start around 10:00 AM, not too bad. That 
might give you enough time to sleep off 
last night’s Jazz Night at SUDS. However, 
before lectures you might have to attend a 
masterclass (everyone studying the same 
instrument gets together to play and cri-
tique each other). After a couple back-

to-back lectures you might have time to 
squeeze in a bit of lunch. But perhaps 
you have a lesson with your professor that 
you couldn’t find time for anywhere else. 
Lucky for us we have the music student 
lounge, equipped with stove, fridge, and 
comfy couches.

After an hour long lesson you might be 
able to snag some practice time. Off you 
go, running up and down three flights of 
stairs searching for a practice room with a 
piano. Though all too often you don’t have 
time for that just yet. Another rehearsal 
is under way and you need to be there. 
An hour and a half of running the same 
repertoire you have been for a month, 
preparing for whatever concert you have 
the next week. One rehearsal down, how 
many more to go? Depends on the day, 

on the term, on the person and their ma-
jor. I know some students who are in four 
ensembles a term, some of which aren’t 
even for credit. 

What’s next on the agenda? Maybe 
an extra practice with your section in the 
choir. Or maybe you finally have time to 
grab some dinner. Not too long though, 
back to school to practice, practice, prac-
tice! Two hours go by and it’s way past 
dark out. Better head home to get the 
theory assignment done for tomorrow be-
fore you go to a friend’s credit recital (per-
formance majors are required to perform 
solo concerts for credit, starting in their 
third year). Recitals are always a treat. 
They’re also handy for acquiring concert 
credit which you need to graduate (music 
students need to attend a certain amount 

of concerts before their graduation).
The day is done, maybe. Unless you’ve 

forgotten about a quiz you have the next 
day, or maybe you just didn’t quite get 
enough practice in that day. A few hours 
of sleep is all you need before you get up 
and do it all again.

Talking to friends outside of the music 
program I often hear that they’re enrolled 
in four or five courses that term. The ex-
pected requirement for first year music 
students is at least seven classes a term, 
but I know others that end up with thirty-
six credit hours by the end of the year 
when the maximum is only supposed to 
be thirty. Lots of students are working all 
year as well. I love being a music student, 
don’t get me wrong, but man, sleep would 
sure be nice right about now. §

A Music Student’s Tale
Three hours of sleep a tonight is totally enough...

charlie carrier, reporter

Anime Review: Cute High Earth Defense Club LOVE!
Genre: Comedy, Magical Boy  Studio: Diomedéa   Rating: 5/5

When it comes to anime, almost any-

one who claims to be a fan will know about 
the mahou shoujo, or “magical girl” trope, 
when it comes to popular shows. For many 
people, shows like Sailor Moon or Card 
Captor Sakura were their first introduc-
tion to the world of Japanese Anime. The 
concept is fairly simple: the beautiful and 
lovable young female protagonist leads a 
force against evil using magical powers 
granted to them by an otherworldly source 
in order to save the world from almost cer-
tain destruction. Common themes include 
magical powers and cute, frilly outfits that 
they don with the use of flashy transfor-
mation scenes and somewhat ridiculous 

poses. But what happens when you turn 
that team of magical Earth defenders into 
a group of beautiful... boys?

That’s the main premise behind Cute 
High Earth Defense Club LOVE! The show 
follows a group of young, pretty high school 
boys selected to defend the Earth against 
total domination by evil forces. And who 
are they selected by? Why, a talking pink 
wombat from another planet, of course. 
And clearly, it should only be that their 
arch nemesis would be a talking green 
hedgehog capable of picking out individu-
als who are experiencing any kind of per-
sonal crisis to turn them into monsters 
wrecking total wanton desctruction on the 
rest of the school our protagonists attend. 
The only way to defeat these monsters is 

a combination of magical powers they 
get only after they transform into their 
dashing alter egos, the Princes of Love! 
Pretty much the entire show consists of 
ridiculous premises and stops at noth-
ing to poke fun at animes old and new, 
of all types and genres not limited to 
the magical girls of anime!

So far, every tongue-in-cheek epi-
sode has been a laughing riot, and 
anyone looking for a fun time without 
giving a shred of seriousness should 
definitely look into it. Provided you’re 
not expected to explain what you’re 
watching to someone totally unfamiliar 
with anime as a whole, you can look 
forward to fresh humor and hilarious 
situations the entire way through.  §

chelsey venn, Buga
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Dear Quentin,
I’ve been so happy with the gas pric-

es lately, but I heard that they’re going to 
go up again. I’m considering selling my 
car so that I can buy a horse-and-wagon. 
Do you think that this would be a good 
solution to show my revulsion at the ris-
ing gas prices?

Sincerely,
A Concerned Driver

Dear Concerned,
A horse drawn wagon is always a reli-

able alternative to a car. It does have a 
certain lack of originality though. If you 
are already going that direction at least 
use a couple of goats instead of a horse. 

They have less of an environmental im-
pact, eat rocks and garbage (literally), you 
can drink/sell their milk, and their meat is 
better after the animal becomes too old 
to pull your cart. Goat meat Cubanos are 
a particular favourite of mine, they go well 
with a fi ne Rose Wine.

Now if you don’t care about the en-
vironment I would suggest going bigger 
than a horse. Have rhinoceri pull your cart. 
They are giant, make a huge mess and 
are generally irritable to those who would 
accost you. If you treat them well you are 
even saving the life of some rhinos that 
may have otherwise been hunted for their 
ivory. Even better if you are uncomfortable 
or allergic to rhinos, ride around on a pa-
lanquin held up by your servants. That’s 
the method I use and my man Chauncy 
leads them in his own mini palanquin 
held up by four skateboards. Sure he has 
to push himself about but that’s the price 
you pay when you lose that many hands 
of Baccarat in a row. He should have that 
debt paid off in about 17 more years or 
so. In the meantime he makes a hell of a 
Cubano. Still sucks at Baccarat though. 

I hope this helps,
Quentin

Quentin Quill is an 18th century time 
traveler trapped in BU. He has not yet de-
clared a major or even attended class in 
the last several months. He uses only the 
freshest goat meat in his Cubanos and is 
planning on opening a food truck in the 
near future.

If you have a question for Quentin 
please email him at missq@thequill.
ca. He promises not to yell. If Quentin 
chooses your question you get a free 
Quill T-shirt. They make for excellent 
washcloths and/or rope, when tied 
together.

As� Quentin 

021 – Professor Sheilagh Grills
Area: MCK 104
Cry: “Divide and conquer!””
Grills is a Learning-type Prof. For the 

past twelve years, she has been spotted 

around Brandon University primarily 

in the Student Services area of McKen-

zie and Forbidden Flavours. Her special 

move is a combination of Versatility 

and Listen. Grills can be lured into 

conversation by bringing up travel and 

the Beatles..

It’s time to say our farewell 
to a trend that developed 

via Twitter. “Starter packs” 
are annoying collections of 

4 photos that illustrate a 
stereotype, i.e. “white girls” 
followed by photos of Ugg 
boots, Starbucks coffee, an 
IPhone, and black leggings. 
While this seems harmless 

enough, it can take a turn to 
be offensive and annoying to 
have clog up the newsfeed 
of others. Stop the starter 

packs!!

Starter Packs
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Game Review: Hatoful Boyfriend / Katawa Shoujo
Genre: Visual Novel, Dating Sim  Rating: 4/5 and 4.5/5

February is here! The month of ro-

mance! With Valentine’s day at the end of 
the week, it’s time to bring up a particu-
larly relevant genre of game: visual nov-
els. Some people find it hard to consider 
these as games, since the gameplay is 
often limited to reading and making dia-
logue choices, playing out more typically 
as a “Choose-your-own-adventure” novel 
with lots of pretty pictures than an action-
packed Mass Effect. Nonetheless, a lot 
of enjoyment can be had from these, and 
additional mechanics can even be added 
to keep the game interesting. (Phoenix 
Wright, for example!)

A particular sub-genre that many vi-
sual novels veer toward is the dating sim, 
in which the decisions you make influence 
your character’s relations, and often the 
plot, in a way that sets you, the main char-
acter, up with a certain NPC. Other genres 
use these dating sim mechanics -- again, 
Mass Effect is one of several -- but visual 
novels in particular tend to focus on these 
mechanics. Of this visual novel dating sim 
category of game, two I’ve expereinced 

stand out among the rest, as good exam-
ples for the others to strive towards, and 
as particularly fitting for the Valentine’s 
occasion.

In Hatoful Boyfriend, you take on the 
role of a female student at St. PidgeoNa-
tion’s Institute. One easily identifiable way 
that this game stands out from the rest is 
that the NPCs in this game are all birds 
-- including the bachelors your charac-
ter will attempt to woo! (Hopefully you’ll 
never tire of the bird puns, because ev-
erybirdie makes them!) The game’s nar-
rative features a good balance of depth 
and humour, with a number of characters 
to pursue and experiences to enjoy. If you 
get far enough into the game, you begin 
to discover just how deep the pidgeon 
hole actually goes. (Funny every time!) 
Achieving all of the game’s endings even 
unlocks a hidden, true path: the Bad Boys 
Love. The artstyle is fitting, and the music 
is very repetitive, but the game makes up 
for that with its charm. Despite the obvi-
ously ridiculous premise this game was 
built from, Hatoful Boyfriend has a lot go-
ing for it, especially when you discover its 
darkest secrets, and can be easily enjoyed 

by both the casual and the serious visual 
novel partaker.

If that one was a bit too silly for your 
serious narrative tastes, then perhaps 
item number two of this week’s show will 
peak your interests. Despite its name, 
Katawa Shoujo (which translates to Crip-
ple Girls) is NOT a jest about people with 
physical disabilities! In this game, you play 
as Hisao Nakai, a young man who devel-
ops serious heart complications. After a 
long stay in the hospital, Hisao is given 
the opportunity to return to school at an 
academy specifically for the needs of the 
disabled. The premise may seem insensi-
tive at first, especially when you consider 
that the developers, Four Leaf Studios, 
originated from 4-Chan, (aka, “the most 
wreched hive of scum and villainy to be 
found on the internet”) but the game han-
dles it very tastefully. Following the game’s 
introductory chapter, which gives you 
more choices than the rest of the game 
and inevitably steers you onto one of the 
main plot paths, you as the character find 
yourself becoming very involved in a deep 
and touching narrative that reveals how 
the characters have managed to cope with 

their disabilities. You, as 
the main character, will 
also find yourself discov-
ering ways to come to 
terms with and overcom-
ing your own limitations. 
It’s truly a rich game of 
discovery with a lot of 
narrative and thoughtful 
depth invested in it.

An important point 
to make about this game 
though, is that it’s not 
exactly safe for work. In 
fact, the game features 
a few sex scenes that 

will outright steer some people away from 
it. The developers were understanding 
of this as well, and implemented an op-
tion that turns these scenes off in a very 
“tasteful” manner, which anyone play-
ing the game should experience at least 
once. For those who don’t mind leaving 
the scenes on though, the scenes add 
even more depth to the characters (try-
ing hard to avoid a bad pun here...) as 
they reveal their deepest truths to the 
main character. (...Dammit, I really did 
try there!) The artstyle and music had a 
lot of effort put into it, though the scenes 
and some of the themes get repetitive af-
ter a while. Whether you can appreciate 
the premise or not, Katawa Shoujo is an 
amazing example of what a visual novel 
should try to be, with a rich narrative that 
any true romantic can appreciate. Plus, 
you can literally die of a broken heart in 
this game. How is that NOT appropriate 
for Valentine’s Day?!

These are just two examples of a vast 
number of dating simulation games out 
there waiting to be enjoyed. If you’re look-
ing for something easy to get into but hard 
to put down, definitely give these games a 
whirl! They can be played alone, for all you 
forever aloner’s out there with nothing to 
do this weekend, or with others to enjoy 
both the hearty laughs and the manly 
tears! You can even go to YouTube, and 
watch a number of let’s players attempt 
these games, whether to pretend you’re 
playing them with others or just to see 
how they react to the heartwrenching and 
darkest moments of the games. However 
you choose to cook your dating sims, be 
sure to show them some tender love this 
weekend, just as the developers brought 
their love to you through their wonderful 
games. And most importantly of all, don’t 
forget to share the love.<3  §

trevor ‘t-daWg’ venn, Buga

Getting fit, having fun, and win-

ning big are the goals of Brandon Univer-
sity students, staff, and faculty involved 
in the second annual BU’s Biggest Loser 
challenge.

Beginning on January 13th, the event 
has inspired some 42 students from 
across the campus to improve their qual-
ity of life by shedding some winter weight 
in BU’s very own weight loss challenge or-
ganized by Brandon University Aboriginal 
Student Council (BUASC)’s Jill Vanderhe-
iden. Each member will continue to work 
hard at the gym and in the kitchen to lose 
the greatest body weight percentage of 
the group in a healthy way. 

“The main reason I decided to partici-
pate in Biggest Loser,” says second year 
Music Education Major Abby Ziprick, “was 

to begin a healthier 2015, and to lose 
weight to achieve more self-confidence re-
garding my physical appearance. I am fo-
cusing on eliminating gluten, sugar, trans 
and saturated fats, and alcohol from my 
system, and exercising for 40 minutes 5 
times a week, in order to lose weight in a 
comfortable and safe way.”

Members participate in bimonthly 
weight ins to track their progress and 
maintain motivation until the event com-
mences at the end of the school year on 
April 10th.The total combined weight of the 
group was 9915.2 lbs, and thus far the 
group has burned 69.8 lbs. Roland Sin-
clair, last year’s first place winner, came 
out on top during the group’s first weigh 
in on January 28th. The second place spot 
was tied by Vanderheiden and Ziprick her-
self, who admits the weigh in is the most 
rewarding part of the program.

“It’s extremely rewarding to step on 
that scale and see what you have accom-
plished,” Ziprick says. “It is a great feeling 
to have others, such as Jillian and other 
members of the program congratulate you 
on your process. It is what really keeps me 
motivated (the prizes are greats also).”

In addition to improve their lifestyle 
and overall happiness, participants are 
motivated to participate to the best of 
their ability to win prizes donated by vari-
ous groups and businesses across the 
campus, including Campus Books, SUDS, 
BUSU, Alumni Association, and Student 
Services. The first place winner receives 
a BU t-shirt, water bottle, keychain, USB 
flash drive, and lanyard, as well as 40 per-
cent of total registration fees paid. Sec-
ond and third place winners compete for 
a BU lanyard and either a t-shirt or water 
bottle. The second place participant also 

receives 30 percent of the total registra-
tion fees.

Remaining proceeds from the event 
go towards the All Nations Powwow, an 
“all nations” graduation powwow hosted 
by the Indigenous Peoples’ Centre (IPC) 
and assisted by BUASC volunteers and 
fundraisers. 

Despite the obvious challenges of 
such an event, Ziprick says she would 
recommend the program to anyone. “It’s 
extremely easy, and you only have to com-
mit to weighing in every 2 weeks. Even if 
you aren’t looking to lose any weight spe-
cifically, it’s a great way to stay healthy 
throughout your university experience 
that includes stress, junk food, and lots 
of alcohol.” 

The Biggest Loser’s second weigh in 
will be Tuesday, February 10th and 11th. 
Good luck to all! §

Biggest Loser Update
So that I can fit into a regular sized chair

holly kalyniuk, assistant editor-in-chief

A group of people claiming to be affili-

ated with the Liberals Club on campus at-
tended the Jazz Night in SUDS on January 
23rd. It’s because of the events that trans-
pired there, that a lesson can be learned 
for all clubs on campus.

At some point in the evening the in-
dividuals brought out campaigning mate-
rials for Justin Trudeau’s campaign and 
attempted to persuade students to vote 
for the Liberal Party in the upcoming polls, 
and subsequently the elections. After the 
General Manager of SUDS, Karla Voth, 
and the BUSU VPI Nick Brown told them 
that this isn’t allowed they packed in their 
campaign for the night. 

The reason that this is a problem, and 
they aren’t allowed to campaign in this way 
is because BUSU and SUDS are both non-
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On Friday, January 29th there was 

a uniting of the souls in artistic, musical, 
and literary bliss. This extraordinary event 
was the first Works in Progress Cabaret of 
the year 2015. The Cabaret happened in 
the Louis Riel Room of Brandon Univer-
sity. Works in Progress Cabarets happen 
on a monthly basis, with occasional work-
shop events and readings which are inter-
spersed throughout the entire year. 2014 
was the first full year of the Cabaret being 
run every month.

The first act of the night was the band 
Slow Spirit. The members of the band, 
who are a mixture of graduated and cur-
rent students and BU, are Nathalie Bohrn, 
Eric Roberts, and Justin Alcock.When 
asked about their music creation process, 
the band said that Nathalie will bring in 
some musical harmonies, Eric will come 
with some riffs and from there they keep 

going deeper into the evolution and trans-
formation of their unique sound. Slow 
Spirit’s sound is an intriguing mixture of 
rock and jazz elements, with a bit of folk 
influence as well.

Next on the nights bill of performers 
was emerging poet Nathan MacKrith. Na-
than is a 27 year old student at Brandon 
University. He is majoring in Creative Writ-
ing and Dramatic Arts, and is just start-
ing the lifelong journey of finding his voice 
in the Brandon arts community. He was 
grateful for the amount of warmth and 
understanding with which his work was 
received. He felt that it was a wonderful 
learning experience for him and appreci-
ates that he was given the opportunity.

Following Nathan was published poet 
and current Brandon University student 
Emmanuel Okoh. Emmanuel is in the 
Rural Development Institute’s graduate 
program. He says that poetry is a signifi-
cant part of the history of many countries 
in Africa, and has origins dating back to 

oral language, in a time when stories were 
passed down verbally from one genera-
tion to another. Emmanuel read several 
poems in Pidgin English, which is a sort 
of broken variety of the language used on 
the streets by the common folk of Africa.

The evening ended with performance 
by Katie Solbeck. Her work was an inter-
esting mingling of nature and relationship-
based video poetry. Professor Di Brandt, 
organizer and MC of the evening, noted 
that video poetry is a new genre of the 
poetic arts which really “exploded into be-
ing in the arts community about ten years 
ago”. Kate said that the dominant themes 
in her work are herself, her relationships, 
and also nature and love. 

Here is a listing of upcoming Works in 
Progress Cabaret and BU Hawkweed Lit-
erary Forum events for the remainder of 
the semester: 
BU HAWKWEED Literary Forum Friday, Feb-
ruary 27th, 1:30  PM - 2:40 PM, BU Library 
Gathering Space, Admission free, Coffee/

tea, Everyone welcome, Ian Ferrier (spo-
ken word poet / musician of Montreal)
CABARET, Friday, February 27th, 7:00PM - 
10:00 PM, Location TBA.
Admission $10/($7 for students), Light 
dinner for a modest price, Everyone wel-
come. Ian Ferrier (poetry/music), the rest 
of the program TBA.
POETRY/MUSIC WORKSHOP with Ian Fer-
rier, Saturday, February 28th, 1:00 PM - 
4:00 PM, Location TBA,Free admission, 
but you must pre-register with Di Brandt, 
at brandtd@brandonu.ca.
BU HAWKWEED Literary Forum, Friday, 
March 27th, 12:40 PM - 1:30 PM, BU Li-
brary Gathering Space, Admission free, 
Coffee/tea, Everyone welcome, Guest 
writer TBA
CABARET, Friday, March 27th, 7:00PM - 
10:00 PM, Location TBA.
Admission $10/($7students), Light dinner 
for a modest price, Everyone welcome
Guest artists in the literary, musical and 
visual arts TBA. §

Works in Progress, Cabaret
Music and poetry

nathan mackrith, reporter

It’s almost reading week, why fo-

cus on school stuff when you could be do-
ing more fun things?

February 10th: School of Music Pro 
Series presents Judy Kang on violin, Ra-
chel Mercer on cello and Angela Park on 
piano at the Lorne Watson Recital Hall, 
tickets are $10 (student price) and the 
show starts at 8:00 PM.

February 13th: The Roadhouse is hav-
ing a Glow Hearts UV Paint Party, wear a 
white shirt and be colored with pain ac-
cording to your relationship status (green 
= single, red = taken), cover charge is $5, 
there will be a romantic prize valued at 

over $500 to give out.
February 13th: Brandon Pride will be 

showing “Rocky Horror Picture Show” in 
the Evan’s Theater at 10:00 PM, admis-
sion is $6 (can be bought in advance from 
Smitten), Rocky survival kits will be avail-
able for purchase at the door for $4.

February 14th: Habitat for Humanity 
will be hosting a Valentine Painting Party 
Singles Night at the Re-Store (22 11th St) 
to help paint the new store, there will be 
a matchmaking service offered for the 
volunteers and food and non-alcoholic 
drinks will be available, for more info con-
tact volunteer@habitatbrandon.ca.

February 16th: Louis Riel Family Day 
celebrations will take place at the River-

bank Discovery Center from 12:00 PM 
- 3:00 PM, free hotdogs and hot choco-
late while supplies last and face paint-
ing, sponsored by Grand Valley Local and 
South West Region MMF.

February 20th: Razorblade Entertain-
ment presents Citizen Rage, Becoming a 
King, The Void and The Basement Paint-
ings at the East End Community Center 
(405 Park Ave) on their All Ages 2015 
Rage Tour, doors open at 7:30 PM, first 
band at 8:00 PM, $5 cover at the door.

February 21st: Manitoba Law Enforce-
ment Polar Plunge for Special Olympics 
Manitoba will take place at the ACC North 
Hill Campus at 2:30 PM, participants 
must be 15 or older and sign a waiver, for 

more information see specialolympics.
mb.ca/events.

February 21st: the BU School of Music 
presents an Eckhardt-Gramatte Conser-
vatory of Music Suzuki program recital in 
the Lorne Watson Recital Hall at 1:00 PM, 
admission is free.  §

Upcoming Events
What’s going on?

ashlyn pearce, senior reporter

A group of people claiming to be affili-

ated with the Liberals Club on campus at-
tended the Jazz Night in SUDS on January 
23rd. It’s because of the events that trans-
pired there, that a lesson can be learned 
for all clubs on campus.

At some point in the evening the in-
dividuals brought out campaigning mate-
rials for Justin Trudeau’s campaign and 
attempted to persuade students to vote 
for the Liberal Party in the upcoming polls, 
and subsequently the elections. After the 
General Manager of SUDS, Karla Voth, 
and the BUSU VPI Nick Brown told them 
that this isn’t allowed they packed in their 
campaign for the night. 

The reason that this is a problem, and 
they aren’t allowed to campaign in this way 
is because BUSU and SUDS are both non-

partisan, meaning that they don’t claim af-
filiation to any political party. It also states 
in the BUSU Policies Manual that such 
campaigning is illegal under Policy #2012 
— Commercial Advertising in BUSU Sites 
or Publications. To cite, Schedule B states 
that “The commercial advertising should 
not be in support of a political party”. This 
however can be worked around. “They’re 
allowed to campaign on campus” VPI Nick 
Brown stated, “if they set up a booth and 
pay to rent the Mingling Area. But SUDS 
specifically says that you cannot campaign 
for anything in SUDS.” As noted in the Poli-
cies Manual under Policy #2012, Section 
A authorized advertizing areas include 
(but aren’t limited to): vending machines, 
food service facilities, University Center 
and the BUSU Day Timer. 

In order to be able to do this type of 
campaigning and advertising, the club or 

person wanting 
to do so needs 
to acquire the 
permission of 
the BUSU Presi-
dent. “They 
just didn’t have 
the permis-
sions that they 
needed” stated 
Brown. Another 
option that 
would be avail-
able is to speak 
to the University about using the quad 
(area in the middle of campus between all 
of the buildings), however this would be 
contingent upon good weather therefore 
making it an undesirable option at this 
time in the year. §

Would You Like Some Politics With That?
Where and When To Campaign

ashlyn pearce, senior reporter

The scene of the ... Politicking. Photo Credit, Ashlyn Pearce.



Volume 105, Issue 22 — February 10th, 2015 — 8

 
Art Supplies For Sale:

From the Drawing I Course
If interested please text 

Emma at:
204-720-9192

 
IDD Careers Canada

A student recruitment company.
Want an opportunity to display your online/social media campaign skills?

You can also use this as your BU course project.
As part of the process of setting up office in Brandon MB, we will need an IT-savvy individual skilled in 

Facebook, Twitter, Google+ Analytics, Youtube, LinkedIn, etc.  Full time or part time.
Last day to submit your resume will be March 22, 2015. 

iddcareerscanada@gmail.com,  www.iddcareerscanada.blogspot.ca 

Quill Classifieds

Humane Society
More puppies!

The Brandon Humane Society, in 

conjunction with several Brandon Uni-
versity student volunteers, will be host-
ing a meet and greet for exam time in 
the Mingling Area of the Knowles-Doug-
las Students’ Union Centre building. 
Come out and meet some puppies! De-
stress during the busy exam schedule!
Find out volunteer information!
Make donations to the shelter!
The Following are Needed by the Shel-
ter:
Pet Food:
Canned Dog & Cat Food
Pedigree Marrow Bones
Temptations Cat Treats
Toys:
Pressed Rawhide Bones
Kong Toys or any Toys that are Durable 
for Dogs
Any Cat Toys
Supplies:
Clumping Cat Litter, Dish Soap, Rubber 
Gloves, HE Laundry Soap, HE Bleach
We will also be very happy to receive 
any TOWELS, BLANKETS or SHEETS, 
which we use as animal bedding.
THANK YOU ALL SO MUCH IN ADVANCE 
FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!! §

mesha richard, dess


