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The Brandon University Bobcats 

have had a great year in terms of volley-
ball. The men and women each had their 
time to shine as their long season came 
to a close. 

Pre-season started them strong, the 
regular season helped them persevere 
but the post season is where they want-
ed to win. With the results of a fantastic, 
hard fought season, both Bobcats teams 
learned who they were facing in the Can-
ada West Tournament. The women would 
play against the Trinity Western Spartans, 
and the men would face their inter-prov-
ince rivals, the Wesmen. The women’s 
game would take place in Langley B.C. 
and the men’s game would take place at 
home, here in Brandon.

The road to victory was not without 
its setbacks and the women found this 
out quickly. The women’s volleyball team 
faced two losses early on during their fight 
against the Spartans. The women lost 
Thursday February 12th as the Spartans 
took three of the matches, which forced 
the women to win their next game to take 

the best of three games. However, the win 
the women needed to continue was just 
out of reach as again the Trinity Spartans 
took the game, this time 3-1. Being the 
Bobcat Women’s final game, the losses 
bring the record to 13-11. Special men-
tions to the women go out to Shanlee 
McLennan, Tori Dakin each with 14 kills, 
along with setter Mary Thomson who had 
46 assists and Libero Donata Huebert 
who had 29 digs.  The women’s season 
is now over after being cut short by the 
Spartans, but all the Bobcats were not 
done for, as the men’s team played the 
University of Winnipeg and fared better 
then their counterparts.  

The men’s team faced hardships ear-
ly on during their road to the final game, 
as they took a loss their first game against 
Wesmen. Losing 0-3 seemed heartbreak-
ing for the gentlemen, but they came back 
on Friday night to play and gave the Wes-
men a serious run for their money. The 
matches were close and the sets intense 
but in the end it was our heroes, who after 
5 razor edge close sets, came out on top 
winning the final set 15-13. The gentle-
men had just pushed the match on to-
wards game 3 on Saturday to deliver the 

crowds another stunning spectacle. The 
men fought again, this time only needing 
to take their opponents to 4 sets before 
beating them. The closest game that the 
men faced on Saturday was the third set, 
when the Wesmen almost caught the Bob-
cats. But, the Bobcats were able to pull 
ahead again and put the 25 on the score 
board while the Wesmen were stopped 
short at 23. With another win added to 
the record the Bobcats were then able to 
head on towards the final 4 of the tourna-
ment.

The men’s next game took place the 
weekend afterwards when they headed 
off to Edmonton to take on the Trinity West 
Spartans. The Bobcats and Spartans bat-
tled for the semi finals, each struggling 
and jousting for better positions as both 
readied themselves for the gold medal 
game. However, only one would be go-
ing to that game, and sadly it was not our 
Bobcats. 

After 3 sets that Brandon was able to 
cling onto, the fourth was too much and 
subdued the Cats to take their second 
loss in the post-season. However, this loss 
against the Spartans would put them not 
quite where they wanted to be, and it sent 

them straight to the bronze medal game 
where they would face the UBC Thunder-
birds.

The bronze medal game was per-
formed damn near flawlessly as the Bran-
don Bobcats beat the UBC Thunderbirds in 
a clean sweep. The closest set being 25-
23. The Bobcats obviously relaxed when 
the pressure was off and did what they do 
best, kick some serious ass. The men won 
all 3 sets and brought the bronze home. 
Successfully ending the season with none 
other than a good win is a great feeling 
all on its own. But, the fact that the win 
comes with a medal just makes it all the 
more sweet. 

For any of the official stats of the 
tournaments or any games that our Bob-
cats played on their journey towards the 
bronze medal game please go to www.
gobobcats.com. 

Congratulations to the men and 
women who committed so much time and 
effort towards putting on such a great 
season and representing their school so 
proudly.  §

RobeRt Killam, spoRts wRiteR

Heartbreaks and a helluvajobdone

Bobcat’s Road to the Championship

“No Scheduled Class-
es” — page 2

Cougar’s Last Games 
— page 3

Bobcats hammer home who’s boss on home turf. Photo credits Carson Rogers.
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The Quill@quillbu

News – 2

At the end of January, Dr. Patrick Jack-

son of the Biology department was diag-
nosed with advanced cancer. Due to the 
severity of his illness, Jackson moved his 
announced retirement from August to be 
effective immediately. He is now receiving 
the best of care from the BRHA, although 
his health is reported to be deteriorating.

Dr. Andrew Egan, Dean of Science, says 
the Biology dept. has worked together ad-
mirably to make this difficult and stressful 
situation as seamless as possible for the 
students in Jackson’s classes. Drs. Dew 
and Konishi of the department have taken 
on Jackson’s classes in addition to their 
own. Egan explains that in order to help 
with the courses, they have brought in a lab 

assistant as well as Ellen Beaudreau, an 
instructional associate who runs the first-
year labs. He credits Dr. Bernadette Ardelli, 
chair of the Biology dept. for orchestrating 
the transition, stating that “credit definitely 
goes to the department for pulling this to-
gether so seamlessly.”

Ardelli has been in contact with Jack-
son to ensure his classes are running the 
way they were intended to be taught. She 
reported, “We are saddened and shocked 
by Jackson’s sudden departure. While we 
were able to cover his courses with minimal 
disruption, we are aware of the loss to the 
students. He had 40 years of knowledge 
that he was able to present in a way that 
was stimulating and engaging,” she then 
stated. “He was one of our best! We miss 
our daily image of him – in that somewhat 
battered hat, coffee in hand, whistling down 

the corridor first thing in the morning.”
The students have also said that the 

Biology dept. has been incredibly support-
ive at this time. While Jackson’s classes 
ranged from the first-year level Anatomy 
and Physiology to the more advanced pre-
med courses, the University and the Biol-
ogy dept. have ensured that the students’ 
education hasn’t suffered in the transition. 
“While both Drs Dew and Konishi are new 
to BU, they fit right in. We’re a university of 
problem solvers and Drs Dew and Konishi 
have can-do attitudes that have made this 
sudden and emotional transition period 
as smooth as possible,” says BU student 
Trevor Poole. “This has been a hard time 
for Biology, but it is comforting to see the 
department put us and our education first 
in a time when we’re all missing our col-
league, mentor, and friend.” §

Bio Dept. Comes Together After Unexpected Retirement
A hard time is easier with team work

aRiele KehleR, RepoRteR

On Monday, February 9th students 

and staff were shocked when alarms went 
off in the Library and McKenzie Building. 
What triggered the surprise was a major 
leak and flooding. The projection booth of 
the Evans Theatre and adjacent ceiling had 
been damaged over several hours by a slow 
steam leak, which may be connected to the 

day before’s extended power outage.
However, the theater had not really 

been closed due to the physical damage to 
the ceiling, but because of the threat of the 
asbestos in the walls being disturbed by 
the burst steam coil. As a side the note, the 
showing of “The Rocky Horror Picture Show” 
was canceled due to the slight chance of 
everyone getting Mesothelioma.

When asked how this has affected his 
ability to teach classes, Jim Forsythe said 

that “fortunately due to the resourceful 
work of Shari Maguire in the Arts Faculty 
Office and the co-operation of the staff in 
the Education Faculty my classes have 
been moved to another space without any 
further disruption.” However, there is good 
news in this. The theatre has been declared 
safe and classes and the upcoming at the 
end of February production of “The Com-
plete works of Shakespeare Abridged” will 
carry on without further disruption. §

Water Damage In The Evans Theater
But the show will go on

NathaN macKRith, RepoRteR

No scheduled classes in the aca-

demic calendar has no clear definition of 
meaning, especially when considering read-
ing week. There are various departments 
that use this time for trips and conferences 
that count for marks towards final grades. 
There are a few problems with this. As Mi-
chael Kim from the music department said 
during the meeting “A break is a break.” 
The second problem is that some students 
make plans or get jobs during the break 
and it is not fair to them that they should 

have to cancel the plans or quit a job. All of 
this because there are mandatory projects 
or responsibilities required of students dur-
ing a time that was made clear to them had 
“no scheduled classes”. 

During the meeting BUSU motioned for 
a change to be made. Into the course cal-
endar should be added that “There will be 
no mandatory academic attendance dur-
ing “No Classes Scheduled” times as noted 
in the BU Undergraduate Calendar, unless 
mutually agreed upon by all students en-
rolled in the course. (Not including Ed. or 
Health Studies Senior Practicums)” There 

was also an amendment that if there are 
scheduled activities or responsibilities 
that the students could participate in it 
for marks as long as it was completely vol-
untary. These changes fall under section 
4.2.1.8 of the academic calendar. The mo-
tion and amendments were passed. 

The CAP is sensitive to the burdens fi-
nancial and otherwise many students are 
under and this motion was pushed through 
by the representatives from BUSU to make 
things easier for all of us. 

The academic calendar issue was the 
last topic discussed that day. §

No Scheduled Classes means No Scheduled Classes
For The Course and Academic Policies of BU (CAP)

alex muRRay, eDitoR-iN-chief

Tucked out of the way on the sec-

ond floor of the library, just down the north 
stacks and up a mysterious stairwell, lies a 
quiet piece of the University. The S.J. Mckee 
Archives. Named after one of the founders 
of Brandon College, the archives are open 
to everyone and anyone. If you are curious 
about the history of the University, the city 
of Brandon itself, or in need of information 
for a class project, archivist Christy Henry 
is happy to help. An Alumni of Brandon 
University she attended the University of 
Manitoba where she obtained a Masters in 

Archival Studies. For those interested this 
program it is also offered at the University 
of British Columbia and the University of 
Toronto. The goal of the archives is to ac-
quire records for preservation and provide 
access to these records. They are continu-
ously acquiring new items, and there is al-
ways something to do, as the sole employee 
Christy is always busy. 

She also shared some fun facts about 
Brandon University: One of the first lan-
guage programs offered was Swedish, I 
vote we bring this one back, you never 
know when you are going to need to speak 
Swedish. Also, degree’s didn’t actually 

come from Brandon University until after 
1967. From 1911-1938 graduates of Bran-
don College graduated with a degree from 
our sister school McMaster University, and 
from 1939 to 1967 graduate’s degrees 
came from the University of Manitoba.

The Archives are open year-round, 
except for when Christy goes on holiday. 
Walk-in hours are from 1:00 PM to 4:00 
PM Monday through Friday, or in the morn-
ings by appointment. Christy’s favorite part 
about being Brandon University’s archivist 
is preserving the history of an institution 
and a city that she loves. §

Our Very Own Archives
KRista mills, web coNteNt cooRDiNatoR

And some fun facts about BU
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Sports – 3

The Cougar’s season is about to 

come to a close for the year, but for the 
time being let’s just keep up with what 
they are doing. They started last weekend 
with some volleyball. Their first game they 
went up against the top ranked Pilots and 
were defeated 3-0, despite everyone’s 
best efforts, especially Tawny Shelvey who 
led the team with 11 kills, and 7 digs. In 
the rematch with the Pilots the outcome 
was very similar, with the score once again 
coming to 3-0. Shelvey again led with 4 
kills, 11 digs. The Men didn’t fare much 
better against the Pilots, losing their first 
game 3-0, with Brandon LeLonde leading 
with 15 kills. In their rematch, it was the 
same. They were defeated 3-0, LeLonde 
achieving 14 kills and 2 blocks.

After the Volleyball wrapped up, the 
Futsal began a lot like the volleyball had.
The Cougar Women’s team took a loss to 
St. Boniface 5-2. Mikayla Yuen and Mor-
gan Strachen both gave the Cougars a 
goal in the first game. The next game was  
better, resulting in a 4-2 loss to St. Boni-
face, Mikayla Yuen and Kaitlan Patterson 

both had a goal in this match. In a bit of 
good news, the team managed to come 
up with a 2-1 victory over the Blazers 
thanks to the goals by Tatiana Dowd and 
Kate Broadhead.

In the Men’s department, they lost to 
the Pilots 3-2 on Saturday with Guillem Co-
Palle and Robert Neumann scoring. Then 
they lost again on Sunday to St. Boniface 
8-2, Pedro Dominguez and Luciano Ibarra 
Rodriguez each scored for the Cougars. 
The second match on Sunday went even 
worse for the Cougars resulting in a 9-3 
loss against The Blazers. Cougar’s goals 
came from Robert Neumann and Brian 
Rodriguez.

And lastly the Hockey Scores. The 
first match was a 4-1 victory over the 
Western Predators, with Gabby Green, 
Shayna Fluker, Simone Turner-Cummer 
and Brooke Lonoway all scoring, assisted 
by Karissa Haney. Next was a shut out 4-0 
loss against the Polar Ice. The Weekend 
ended on a high note with a 3-1 victory 
over the Grey Owls. With goals by Shay-
na Fluker, Katie Zacharias, and Brooke 
Lonoway. Assisted by Kaelei Rink, Karissa 
Haney, Shayna Fluker, and Katie Zacha-
rias. §

ReiD ogilvie, RepoRteR

SUDS Hours!
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays (if there are no 
socials) 12:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Wednesdays, Thursdays and the Fridays (if there 
are socials) 12:00 PM - 1:00 AM

Cougars Winding Down Season Hard
Losses to finish the season
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Features – 4

A���� B����! is a 2010 anime that is 
not about people beating up angels (oh 
wait...). Angel Beats was created by Jun 
Maeda, one of the co-founders of Key, 
who has worked on other projects such as 
Clannad, Little Busters! and Kanon. Key’s 
mission statement seems to be to make 
their audience as sad as possible.

The show starts off with Otonashi, the 
main character, waking up with no mem-
ory aside from his last name, and being 
offered a gun named Yuri who tells him to 
shoot a girl called Angel. Confused, Oto-
nashi confronts Angel and gets stabbed 
to death. He then wakes up and is intro-
duced to the Afterlife Battlefront, a group 

of students trying to fi ght God with Yuri 
as their glorious leader. The show then 
follows the misadventures of the group 
as they fi ght against Angel and come to 
terms with their past lives.

Angel Beats, like most Key projects, 
keeps a balance of comedy, tragedy and 
action scenes,  making for an interesting 
rollercoaster of fun and sadness. How-
ever, it can sometimes jump too fast be-
tween the two, causing some emotional 
whiplash. The characers in Angel Beats 
are great, starting off with a bunch of 
characters and slowly letting you get to 
know them all. By the end, even the minor 
characters have developed some person-
ality.

The soundtrack of the show is ab-
solutely amazing and is one of 
my favourite parts of the series. 
The songs varied from depress-
ing ballads to pump up rock, and 
there was a wide variety of back-
ground songs to match all the 
different moods. However, I may 
be biased, since I like almost all 

the music that Jun Maeda composes. 
The only problem I found with Angel 

Beats! was that second half of the show 
started to go off on a weird tangent from 
the main plot, making it feel rushed. It 

was like it was supposed to have more 
episodes but they ultimately got cut out. 
Despite that, I recommend this show if 
you want to have a couple of laughs fol-
lowed by a couple of cries. §

Anime Review: A���� B����!
Genre: Comedy, Drama, Action    Studio: P.A. Works        Rating: 4.5/5

Nabil RobeRts, buga

SERC: Pregnancy Problems
I did the deed...now what?

Q:Last night, my boyfriend and I 

had a little bit too much to drink and for-
got to use a condom.  I’m worried that I 
may become pregnant!  I’ve heard about 
something called the “morning after pill”.  
What is it?

A:The “morning after pill” or Emer-

gency Contraceptive Pill (ECP) can help 
prevent pregnancy if taken within fi ve 
days after having unprotected inter-
course, though it is   more effective the 
sooner you take it.  ECP contains either 
a combination of estrogen and progestin, 
or just progestin alone.  It prevents preg-
nancy by stopping or delaying ovulation, 
or by preventing an egg from implanting 
in the uterus.  Plan B is the preferred form 
of ECP, as it has very few side effects.  

ECP is available without a prescrip-
tion at pharmacies in Brandon.  Plan B 

is also available free of charge at Public 
Health in Brandon.  To schedule an ap-
pointment, call (204) 578-2513.

The emergency contraceptive pill is 
not an abortion pill, and will not make a 
pregnancy go away.  As well, please re-
member that emergency contraception 
should not be relied on as your only form 
of birth control, as it is not as effective as 
other contraceptive methods used on a 
regular basis (e.g. condoms and/or birth 
control pills).  Finally, ECP does not pro-
tect against Sexually Transmitted Infec-
tions.  So next time, try to remember that 
condom!

The information provided in this ar-
ticle is not intended as medical advice.  
Should you have any questions, please 
contact your health care provider. §

amaNDa hamm, seRc

On Sunday, February 8th BUSU 

met for a regular council meeting. Items 
that were discussed include the upcom-
ing AGM on March 4th in SUDS, updating 
the U-Pass agreement, and the planning 
of multi-cultural week. First off, in case 
anyone didn’t notice THE PUPPIES CAME 
BACK!! On February 11th the Brandon Hu-
mane Society hosted a meet and greet 

in the Mingling Area to try and drum up 
some support from the university commu-
nity. Also, for anyone in the science faculty, 
your Science Director Roque LeCroix will 
offi cially be holding offi ce hours in BUSU 
on Thursdays from 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM. 

As of this year the university’s U-Pass 
agreement is up for renewal, and the 
new proposed agreement is for the cost 
to increase by $1 per year over the next 
fi ve years ($16 for 2015/2016, $17 for 
2016/2017, $18 for 2017/2018, $19 for 

2018/2019 and $20 2019/2020). The 
success of this endeavor will be deter-
mined at the upcoming AGM in SUDS on 
March 4th at 4:00 PM. In comparison, the 
U of M agreement is $260 over the course 
of 8 months (September - April), whereas 
ours currently stands at $15 for the whole 
year (September - August). BUSU needs 
at least 10% of the student population at 
the AGM to vote on the matter otherwise 
they cannot make the U-Pass agreement. 
If the agreement is denied however, there 

will not be a U-Pass agreement for the 
coming years. 

In closing, BUSU has decided to nom-
inate Rachel Wu for the Young Women of 
Distinction award, for which there will be 
a gala to present the awards on March 
12th 2015. BUSU has also begun planning 
Multicultural week which will take place 
March 30th - April 2nd, and will end with 
the Defrost Social in SUDS on April 2nd be-
fore the long weekend. §

BUSU: AGM, Puppies, and More!
Meetings and unicorns and puppies oh my

aRielle KehleR aND ashlyN peaRce

Student Wins Provincial Award
Succeeding at chipping away at student debt one social at a time

On February 9th, 2015, it was an-

nounced that Brandon University’s Rhoni 
Mohanraj received the honour of winning 
the title of Student Entrepreneur Provin-
cial Champion from Enactus Canada. Mo-
hanraj won the title due to his ability to 
balance his full course load at BU with 
his responsibilities at BUSU as well as 
running his own business venture, Tri-
dent Music. From here, Mohanraj will 
go on to showcase his business and 
personal achievements in Missauga, 
ONT., at the Enactus Canada Regional 
Exposition – Central Canada on March 
9th, 2015 for the chance at the title of 
Regional Champion.

“Rhoni is such a passionate and en-
thusiastic young entrepreneur,” says En-
actus Canada president Nicole Almond 
of Mohanraj. “This entrepreneurial spirit 
is what built this country and we want 

to encourage and celebrate this in young 
leaders across Canada.” 

If Mohanraj takes the Regional Cham-
pionship, he will move on to the 2015 En-
actus Canada National Exposition in To-
ronto, held from May 11th - 13th, 2015. The 
National Champion wins a $10,000 cash 
prize, the John Dobson Cup, eternal glory, 
and bragging rights for the next year. §

aRiele KehleR, RepoRteR

Victor Rhoni. Photo Credit: Rhoni Mohanaraj.
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Study Brea� – 5

Dear Quentin,
Where is the Treasure?
Alanna H.
 

Dear Alanna,
How in the seven hells did you learn 

about the treasure? It’s been lost to the 
Society for nearly three hundred years. I 
know, because I made damn sure nobody 
could fi nd it. Seriously even with modern 
equipment, a mercenary force of more 
than 20, a powerful wizard and a gyrocop-
ter you would have a diffi cult time.

You did not write your last name but 
I suspect the ‘H’ stands for Hannover. 
Which means you are probably a descen-
dent of my old friend Marten Hannover 
who helped me hide the treasure. I didn’t 
think he survived that thing in Armenia 
long enough to tell any of his children. 
Clearly I was wrong, but you will never see 
a copper dime of it.

In any case, Marten died. Defi nitely 
by accident. The treasure belongs to my 
family now and I’ve made sure not even 
me or my own degenerate descendents 
can fi nd it. You should know that the gold 

is cursed. Marten died for it and my fam-
ily hasn’t been able to escape either the 
crippling fi nancial diffi culties that ensued 
or the time vortex that keeps me trapped 
here. There is nothing worse than know-
ing that your descendents are not only 
incapable of discerning a sherry from a 
wine but also pronouncing either of those 
words.

Word of advice, stop looking for the 
treasure, only blood and sadness await 
you down that path.

I’ve probably said too much already.
Unless you are speaking of a differ-

ent treasure. In which case, I have no idea 
what you are talking about.

Or do I?
Quentin

Quentin Quill is an 18th century time 
traveler trapped in BU. He has not yet de-
clared a major or even attended class in 
the last several months. He spends his 
time hiding Red Herring chests around 
Westman in the hopes that they won’t fi nd 
the real one. 

If you have a ques-
tion for Quentin please 

email him at missq@
thequill.ca. He 
promises not to yell. 
If Quentin chooses 
your question you 
get a free Quill T-
shirt. They make for 
excellent washcloths 
and/or rope, when 
tied together.

As� Quentin 

022 – Julie Ann Kniskern
Area: Ed. Building
Cry: “Books!””

Kniskern is a Word Type Professor that 

has been essentially running a second-

ary library out of her offi ce for more 

than two decades. She can be drawn 

into the open with discussions about 

books or writing. Her interests include 

stories and cats. 

She evolves into Literion by using a 

Story Stone.

Being called “basic” was 
the ultimate insult last year. 
Originating from the legging 
and Ugg, iphone-toting and 
Starbucks-sipping “white 

girl” stereotype, basic made 
wearing comfy clothes 

and enjoying your caramel 
frappe unacceptable. Instead 
of judging the people around 

you, let’s kick this term; 
enjoy your cheap coffee 

and keep your bitterness to 
yourself!

Basic

I did the deed...now what?
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BUSU/Clubs – 6

I hope everyone’s enjoyed their 

reading week! With the week off, that 
means I was supposed to have twice as 
many articles sent to me before the next 
issue of The Quill. Sadly, I received 0 / 2 
game review articles, so it looks like I’m 
stuck writing an article at the last minute 
once again. I haven’t been playing much 
of anything that would make an interest-
ing review. Let me think... Well, I’ve been 
thinking about Las Vegas quite a bit lately, 
so let’s do a review of Fallout!

The Fallout games take place in an 
alternate, post-apocalyptic future -- in 
the year 2050, the world is stuck in the 
1950s, but with a lot of steampunk su-
perweaponry. The world’s nations are at 
constant war with one another, and global 
destruction is imminent. The company 
Vault-Tec has the US covered though, and 
has created a number of underground cit-
ies sealed within a vault to protect many 
communities long after the world’s sur-
face has been laid to waste. A few hun-
dred years later, civilization re-emerges 
from the vaults to find the world reduced 
to a nuclear wasteland, with all kinds of 
radiated, monstrous mutations having 
taken over -- the worst of which may have 
come from experiments conducted within 
the vaults themselves...

The games all have a particular se-
ries of objectives that take the player from 
the start of the game to the finish. They 
often involve having to roam the nuclear 

wasteland searching for a particular item 
or looking for a particular person. Along 
the way, the player finds civilizations, 
small and large, as well as ruins from 
the world’s past, and even other vaults. A 
number of side quests and objectives can 
be discovered and completed, rewarding 
the player with additional experience for 
character advancement, as well as items, 
currency, and followers. With the world’s 
economy reduced (literally) to ashes, the 
currency of the wasteland most often 
takes the form of bottlecaps, collected 
from the ever-popular Nuka-Cola, which 
can still be found around the wreck by the 
ever-daring scavenger.

The first two Fallout games were de-
veloped by Black Isle Studios, and fea-
tured a top-down turn-based RPG style 
of play. Character sheets are broken 
down into three basic sets of stats: SPE-
CIAL, Skills, and Perks. SPECIAL, a char-
acter’s basic vital statistics, consisted of 
Strength, Perception, Endurance, Charis-
ma, Intelligence, Agility, and Luck, which 
varied between 1 being the worst and 
10 being the best, and influenced basic 
parameters such as HP and damage, as 
well as adding points to your Skills. Skills 
ranged from 0 to 100, represented your 
basic vocational abilities such as skill 
with firearms and ability to pick locks or 
hack computer systems, and could be 
increased by levelling up or reading par-
ticular skill manuals. Perks are special 
abilities given every second level, or by 
completing certain objectives, and give 
special effects outside the other statis-

tics, such as increased damage to certain 
enemy types, or the Bloody Mess perk 
-- my personal favourite -- which causes 
body parts to explode when enough dam-
age is incurred.

In the first two games, you had to 
spend AP, or Action Points, in order to do 
anything, with different weapons and ac-
tions spending different amounts of AP. 
Your AP could be increased by increasing 
your Agility, acquiring certain perks, or by 
using certain items. In Fallout 3 and New 
Vegas, however, the use of the AP system 
was optional, and often limited, enabling 
the player to resume combat without the 
use of AP. Instead, the player could choose 
to activate a VATS mode, spending AP like 
in the old system to slow down time and 
let the player pick out easy, automatic at-
tacks at specific targets and body limbs, 
with the attack’s chance of success being 
given before the shot is fired. Fallout 3 and 
New Vegas could both be played without 
the use of VATS -- however, in my opinion, 
that takes away some of the fun, particu-
larly from the Bloody Mess perk! Firearms 
were usually the most powerful and reli-
able weapons, but a character made for 
melee combat could be devastating with 
the right perks and items, especially in 
New Vegas. (In fact, Fallout 2 starts by 
forcing you to use a melee weapon, which 
makes life difficult for characters focusing 
on firearms...)

The Black Isles release of Fallout 3, 
back then being developed under the title 
of Van Buren, was halted when the studio 
was shut down. Bethesda picked up the IP 
years later, and created the Fallout 3 we 
know today from scratch using the engine 
they had developed for The Elder Scrolls: 
Oblivion. A few years after that, Obsid-
ian Entertainment developed New Vegas, 
with Bethesda still producing, which took 
place around Nevada and featured many 
of the locations, characters, and story 
plots that had originally been intended for 
Van Buren. In this sense, the original Fall-
out 3 that Black Isles had intended still 
managed to see the light of day.

Despite most of the game taking 
place in a vast wasteland surrounding cit-

ies left in ruin, the worlds are vast and fun 
to explore. There are a variety of enemies 
to fight, from scavengers and bandits, to 
mutant radscorps and crazed Mr. Gutsy 
robots, to the massive humanoid Super 
Mutants and ever-terrifying Deathclaws. 
Fallout 3 and New Vegas take place in 
3D worlds, with NPC dialogue fully voice 
acted. Both games feature a variety of 
DLC, which I felt were worthy additions 
to already massive and enjoyable games. 
Fallout 3’s difficulty adjusted to your level, 
much like Oblivion did -- New Vegas was 
more relentless, with certain enemies 
always spawning in certain areas, mak-
ing it very dangerous to travel early in the 
game. New Vegas also featured a survival 
mode that Fallout 3 did not, called Hard-
core mode, which forced the player to eat, 
drink, and sleep as a necessity for surviv-
al rather than as optional game mechan-
ics. Best of all, the games let you play your 
own way for the most part, letting you be 
as noble or ruthless as you wanted, giv-
ing dialogue choices based on your stats, 
skills, and perks -- with much of the best 
dialogue being a reward for playing the 
game through as a character with low 
intelligence! The game also had a lot of 
charming references to other works, es-
pecially if you choose the Wild Wasteland 
perk which makes particularly abnormal 
events occur more often.

With massive and charming worlds 
to explore, a load of content to be discov-
ered, as well as solid, classy soundtracks 
and graphics that were good for their 
time, Fallout 3 and New Vegas are eas-
ily among the best and most enjoyable 
games I have ever played. With action, 
RPG, survival and replay elements to dis-
cover, they’re a bundle of entertainment 
to keep players entertained for hundreds 
of hours on end. I haven’t played much of 
the first two Fallout games, but Fallout 3 
and New Vegas are two games I believe 
everyone who considers themselves a 
gamer should check out as early as possi-
ble, so they can be enjoyed to the fullest. 
You can also think of it as survival training 
for the day our own world becomes a simi-
lar wasteland!  §

Game Review: Fallout 3 & New Vegas
Genre: Sci-Fi, RPG, Post Apocalyptic   Developer: Bethesda/Obsidian      Platforms: PC, PS3. X360          Rating: 5/5
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Reminder: BUSU Election POLLS 

INFO:
PLEASE COME OUT TO VOTE!!! (All you 

need is your student card)
Monday, March 2nd - Advanced Polls 

@ Education Building 9:00 AM  - 2:00 PM. 
Monday, March 9th and Tuesday, March 
10th - Regular Polls @ Mingling area 9:00 
AM - 7:00 PM.

--NOTICE OF REFERENDUM--

WHEREAS the Bylaws of the Brandon 
University Students Union Bylaw 1001 1. 
(b) makes provisions for the initiation of 
a referendum upon direction from Council 
in the form of a motion by the Executive 
Committee. Such a motion shall specify 
the precise wording to appear on the bal-
lot, and...

WHEREAS such a motion has been 
approved at a BUSU council meeting held 
on Sunday, February 8th.

BE IT RESOLVED THAT BUSU do here-
by set a date for a referendum of its mem-
bership to be held on March 2nd, 9th and 
10th, 2015 with the following ballot initia-
tives to be considered:

Ballot
The Bylaws of the Brandon University 

Students Union Bylaw 1001 1.(b) makes 
provisions for the initiation of a referen-
dum upon direction from Council in the 
form of a motion by the Executive Com-
mittee. A referendum to keep the U-PASS 
through an incremental increase of the 

cost over the next five years has been re-
quested by way of such a motion with the 
following question:

Please mark  Yes or No for the follow-
ing question

ARE YOU IN FAVOUR OF BUSU keep-
ing the UPass service by increasing the 
annual cost to $16 for 2015-2016, $17 
for 2016-2017, $18 for 2017-2018, $19 
for 2018-2019, and $20 for 2019-2020?

YES_____   NO_____

Notice of Referendum
Be active in democracy

busu

7 — Volume 105, Issue 23 — February 24th, 2015 



Volume 105, Issue 23 — February 24th, 2015 — 6 

Community – 7Study Aids for Your Study Needs... or Not
A recipe for success

KRista mills, web coNteNt cooRDiNatoR 

Upcoming Events
What’s Going on Around Brandon?

Fresh back from reading week 

means it’s time to procrastinate!
February 25th: Ron James’s “Pedal to 

the Metal” tour will be at the WMCA, the 
show starts at 8:00 PM, tickets are $52, 
for more info go to wmca.ca

February 26th - March 1st: BU The-
atre presents the comedy “The Complete 
Works of Shakespeare (Abridged)”, ad-
mission is $10, showtimes are 8:00 PM 

February 26th - 28th, and 2:00 PM on 
March 1st

February 28th: A bake sale and book 

fair will be held at the St. Mary’s Anglican 
Church (401 1st St) from 9:00 AM - 3:00 
PM 

March 1st: Gord Bamford will be play-
ing at the WMCA with The Boom Chucka 
Boys, the show starts at 7:30 PM, tickets 
are $52, for more info go to wmca.ca

March 3rd: 7 Ages Productions will be 
putting on Armstrong’s War at the WMCA 
at 8:00 PM, tickets are $25 (student 
price), for more information see wmca.ca

March 14th: Funds for Furry Friends 

will be holding a comedy show, “Raise the 
Woof” at The 40, advance tickets are $35 
and include a snack and sandwich, cash 
bar, start time is 7:00 PM 

March 26th-29th: Mecca Productions 
will be performing Jesus Christ Superstar 
at the WMCA, tickets are $25 (student 
price), showtimes are Thursday/Friday/
Saturday at 7:30 PM, Sunday at 2:00 PM, 
for more information see wmca.ca §

ashlyN peaRce, seNioR RepoRteR

Pens
The Seven Year Pen
This Swiss made pen has an extra-large 
ink cartridge, and if used sparingly to 
write 1.7 meters a day, it will last you 
seven years. Typically one of these pens 
will last me a semester, however I take a 
lot of notes. Not only will this pen last you 
between seven years and one semester 
they come in fun colours and patterns 
including elephants, bacon and eggs, 
whales and many more. These pens are 
available online at seltzergoods.com, 
where replacement ink cartridges can 
also be purchased, or at our local Chap-
ters book store. These pens cost around 
$10.00 each, but are worth every penny. 
The only downside is the ink is only avail-
able in black.

Fun with Flashcards
Cabra
To get this app you have to go directly to 
the Cabra website, it’s free for all devices. 
Cabra has over 20 million decks on any 
subject you could think of or may need. 
Search the topic that you need and im-
port the deck, if you aren’t satisfied with 
the decks available the app allows you to 
create your own and share it. The study-
ing set up also varies. You have the option 
of study all of the cards in the deck or the 
cards you struggled with the time before. 
You can also customize the response 
style, choosing between classic, in which 
you can view the front of the card, or 
Jeopardy, in which you can view the back. 
Cabra tracks your performance and pro-
vides you with a nice shiny pie chart. 
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The Bic Atlantis Pen
When my Seven Year Pen has run dry I 
turn to the Bic Atlantis pen. It writes nice 
and smooth and is available in a wide 
range of colours: Blue, black, green, red, 
purple and pink. The price is also right. In-
stead of spending $10.00 on one pen (so 
worth it though) you get a package of four 
pens for around $5.00. Although not as 
exciting or pretty as the Seven Year Pen 
it is a worthy alternative. Other uses for 
these pens include dragon slaying, gold 
mining, and creating temporary tattoos.   

 

Time Management
Pomodoro Timer 
Unfortunately this is not a recipe for a de-
licious tomato sauce, rather it is an app 
that will help you focus productivity and 
banish procrastination. This app uses the 
Pomodoro Technique in which you select 
a task, set the timer to 25 minutes and 
work until the timer rings. At this point you 
can opt to take a quick 3-5 minute break 
or a longer 15-30 minute break, both of 
these features are customizable, as is 
the length of your “pomodoro.” Should 
you choose to torture yourself you can 
turn on the ticking sound as background 
noise while you work. This app can be 
yours for $2.29, a small price to pay to 
banish procrastination. 

Paper Writing
Rate My Paper
This handy website does just what its 
name states, it rates your paper. And, 
since you are broke from purchasing your 
Seven Year Pen, you will be happy to know 
that it’s free. Go to their website and copy 
and paste your paper. There is also a 
space for you to paste your references. 
Select your education level and the type 
of paper you have written, originality de-
tection is optional. Hit the Get Report but-
ton and you are on your way. A premium 
version can be purchased if you want an 
ad free experience, or if you have a longer 
paper you would like to submit. If you are 
too shy to go to the writing centre or want 
to avoid human contact try this website, 
also featuring a plagiarism detector.

Evernote
If you need to get yourself organized this 
is the app for you. Evernote allows you to 
write notes, make lists, take photos, set 
reminders and store PDFs. The best part 
is as long as you have the Evernote app 
installed all of your information is avail-
able to you across all of your devices. It 
will also provide you with handy remind-
ers. If you really love this app you can up-
grade to the premium version for $5.00 a 
month or $45.00 annually, however the 
free version should suit all of your organi-
zational needs. 

The Hemmingway App
This website parses through your writing 
and highlights trouble areas and is colour 
coded for easy editing. Orange means 
a sentence is hard to read, red is very 
hard to read. Blue highlights the use of 
adverbs of which sentences should have 
two or less. Purple shows sentences that 
can be simplified and green signifies the 
use of a passive voice. The website is cur-
rently free but a desktop version for Win-
dows and Mac has been released. The 
Hemmingway Editor can be purchased 
for $6.99 and allows you to save your 
work and it can be used offline. 

Brainscape
Another flashcard app to jumpstart your 
studying if you have a few minutes before 
class grab your phone and test yourself. 
Brainscape has a limited library. Test Prep 
includes topics such as Driver’s Ed, AP 
French and US Government. Not the most 
useful based on the subjects offered by 
BU. The Language topics are also rather 
limited, but don’t get discouraged as you 
can create your own sets of flashcards. 
What it lacks in premade flashcards 
Brainscape makes up for with its easy to 
use flashcard maker. This App is also free 
but does offer in app purchases.

Quill AGM - Tuesday, March 3rd, 2015
Free Slot in SUDS

There will be free PIZZA!

Chinese New Year Celebrations!
BUCSSA would like to invite to the 2015 Chinese 
New Year Celebration. 
Sunday, March 8th - 6:00 PM
Happy Year of the Goat!
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Art Supplies For Sale:

From the Drawing I Course
If interested please text 

Emma at:
204-720-9192

 
IDD Careers Canada

A student recruitment company.
Want an opportunity to display your online/social media campaign skills?

You can also use this as your BU course project.
As part of the process of setting up office in Brandon MB, we will need an IT-savvy individual skilled in 

Facebook, Twitter, Google+ Analytics, Youtube, LinkedIn, etc.  Full time or part time.
Last day to submit your resume will be March 22nd, 2015. 

iddcareerscanada@gmail.com,  www.iddcareerscanada.blogspot.ca 

Quill Classifieds

 

We want you!

If you like to write, take pictures, 
or draw things, 
you should work for The Quill!
We can offer a cool office to nap 
in and tuition rebates.

 Email us at eic@thequill.ca!


