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Aaron Thompson has spent his time in university 

helping to grow and attain a LGBTTQ presence on cam-
pus and has served for the past year as the Sexuality and 
Gender Identity Based Director with BUSU. In the past he 
has also been involved with the BUSU Food Bank, has 
served as the LGBT Director at the University of Manitoba 
and he prefers ninjas to pirates, specifically of the teen-
age mutant turtle variety. If elected Thompson wishes to 
ensure that BUSU is financially culpable for all of its ma-
terials and is extremely transparent with the students so 
that they are aware of what the Student Union is doing on 
their behalf. He also stated that he wants to make sure 
that student groups are given the funding that they need 
so that they can flourish, and so that they can help make 
university a great experience for students. 

He commented that “I’ve loved this university since 
I first got here and I want people to leave this university 
with great memories and really wonderful experiences.” 
Over the course of his education he has also watched 
the university become more inclusive of all people, races 
and walks of life and he really hopes to take this direction 
and build on it so that people can call Brandon University 
their alma mater rather than just a transition school; so 
that students feel at home here on campus. §

Presidential Kombat

Photo credit. Krista Mills/Ashlyn Pearce.
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Krystal Kane is an ACC alum who has come to BU 
to upgrade her education. She is passionate about anti-
bullying, and prefers pirates instead of ninjas because of 
their up-front and open agenda. Kayne has been apart of 
BUSU for the last 3 years, and has served this past year 
as the Accessibility Director, and in previous years as the 
Part Time/Mature Student Director as well. If elected she 
hopes to encourage more student involvement, and to 
take charge of updating the by-laws and the budget. Her 
vision for BUSU is that it becomes one of the most active 
councils. 

Throughout her involvement in BUSU she has no-
ticed that there are some conflicting by-laws which she 
would love to see resolved so that they are more clear 
and that the council is more able to follow them without 
indiscretion of interpretation. “People have been looking 
at this for years and saying that they want to do it [update 
the by-laws] but due to various reasons they haven’t been 
able to,” she stated. One of the reasons that makes it dif-
ficult for these changes to be made is the ability to make 
quorum at the AGMs. “We’re starting to see more student 
involvement already, I just want to take that direction and 
really push it and keep heading in that direction.” Kayne 
commented. §

Manuel Godoy has been involved with BUSU for 3 

years as the Racialized Director. He sits on the Board of 
Governors for SUDS and the KDC, and the Board of Direc-
tors for the Marquis Project. Among other engagements 
he has also run a club for the last 3 years and prefers 
ninjas rather than pirates. If elected, Godoy wants to less-
en the financial burden on students at the administra-
tive level, “To change a course is $20, that’s ridiculous!” 
Godoy stated that he would like to see changed, “We have 
a national student debt crisis! I’d like to see the university 
give back to the students instead of just taking all of the 
time, especially where residence is concerned.” 

Godoy also talked about the International Student 
fees stating “There’s power in the student movement; 
lots of people don’t realize this. There’s power in policy.” 
At the moment there’s no policy governing the tuition and 
residence costs that can be charged for international stu-
dents, so if the university wanted to they could hypotheti-
cally charge as much as they want. He also stated that 
the students have a right to know the facts regarding all 
politics, including the ones off campus and that it’s more 
important now than ever with the upcoming federal elec-
tions. Godoy envisions that BUSU will play a role in mak-
ing sure students can make informed decisions regard-
ing their votes. §

Ashlyn PeArce, senior rePorter

the election edition

choose Your character, cast Your Vote
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The Quill@quillbu

News – 2

Derek Wallis is a second year Eng-

lish major who intends to pursue a law de-
gree after he finishes his undergrad. Along 
with his busy course schedule he also vol-
unteers with Career Trek, where he works 
to provide career opportunities for youth to 
give them a chance to see different voca-
tion possibilities.
The Quill: What is your political back-
ground? 
Derek Wallis: I’ve been engaged through 
different programs run through BU, but 
none of them in any sort of real formal ca-
pacity. As for student politics, nothing for-

mal in any real sense of the word, this is my 
first foyer into any sort of real work-driven 
political stuff.
TQ: What is your platform?
DW: The big thing we are trying to combat 
is student apathy in general. For some 
strange reason students haven’t been 
turning out to events or supporting the 
campus as in past years. I want to engage 
the student body and be a connecting force 
for students, BUSU and the campus as a 
whole. 

I want people to feel that they are im-
portant as individuals and appeal to stu-
dents, deal with them on a personal level 
as much as possible. I would like to be in-

volved with every club at BU to a certain 
extent and be available to communicate 
with them, letting them know that there are 
opportunities available to them. 
TQ: What’s your favorite dinosaur?
DW: Brontosaurus. The one with the long 
neck who eats leaves. §

VPE: Derek Wallis
Platform: Student Apathy

JosePh Kruger, rePorter

Although this is is her first year at 

Brandon University, Vice President Exter-
nal candidate Subra Awan has big plans 
for us.

A Psychology major with a minor in 
Gender and Women’s Studies, Awan has 
previous political involvement as the trea-
surer of her high school student council, 
where she was responsible for the organi-
zation and budget of major social events, 
like Prom, Fashion Show, and the Interna-

tional Festival.
Using her experience, Awan plans to 

organize events to bring the university com-
munity closer together, generate greater 
awareness of events on campus, and dem-
onstrate the hidden talent at BU, such as 
dances featuring singing competitions for 
charity. “I would like to promote unity and 
solidarity,” Awan said. 

A family-oriented individual, Awan’s 
idea of a perfect Sunday is spending time 
with her loved ones, consuming “a lot of 
junk food”, and watching movies. §

VPE: Subra Awan
holly KAlyniuK, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

Platform: Unity and Solidarity

VPI: Nick Brown
Unicorns of Financial Responsibility

JilliAn vAnderheiden, rePorter

Nick is running for the BUSU position 

of Vice-President Internal (VPI). According 
to the BUSU Bylaws available on their web-
site, the Vice-President Internal is mainly 
responsible for “the Union’s internal mat-
ters, including the budget, overseeing the 
proper operation of Union services and 
businesses, representation, and Union by-
laws and policies.” 

Nick’s political background consists of 
being the current VPI for BUSU, as well as 
previously holding positions as the Music 
Senator, McMaster Council (various po-
sitions), Inter-Residence Chair and KDC 

Board Chair to 
name a few. Most 
notably, Nick at-
tests to being on 
the Curriculum & 
Academic Plan-
ning Board in 
which he brought 
forward the motion of having ‘no Sched-
uled classes’ during the sections in the 
General Calendar that state “No Sched-
uled Classes.”

Nick plans on focusing on financial re-
sponsibility by reining in frivolous spending 
and “avoiding the unnecessary losses, the 

biggest one being Rock the Block.” 
Nick notes that there is already a 
plan underway with his slate (The 
Unicorns of Fiscal Responsibility) 
to make changes to the biggest an-
nual party thrown by BUSU. Note-
worthy changes are making it free 

to students, hosting it on campus, 
including more local bands from Battle of 
the Bands and limiting the headliner to 
one group or artist.

When asked if he prefers Ninjas or 
Pirates… “Pirates. Well, why is the rum al-
ways running out? Because we need to be 
more fiscally responsible with the rum.” §

VPE: Rhoni Mohanraj
Unicorns of Financial Responsibility

JilliAn vAnderheiden, rePorter

Rhoni is running for the BUSU posi-

tion of Vice-President External (VPE). Ac-
cording to the BUSU Bylaws available on 
their website, the Vice-President External is 
mainly responsible for “the Union’s student 
groups, overseeing all programming activi-
ties of the Union, and overseeing all Union 
campaigns and communications.”

Rhoni’s political background consists 
of being the current VPE for BUSU since 
the by-election in November. In regards 

to his background 
that will lend to the 
position he is run-
ning for, he says 
that “any position 
with student unions 
needs a certain set 
of qualifications and I think may have most 
of it.” Rhoni has been an event planner and 
designer for 5 years as part of this busi-
ness he owns and manages. 

Rhoni plans “on being financially re-

sponsible on every aspect of my 
position”. He’d like to see clubs 
receive and utilize their funding 
to a maximum. He’d like to “Host 
events like club socials, orienta-
tion and rock the block success-
fully and engage students better 

than previous years.”
When asked if he prefers Ninjas or Pi-

rates… “NINJAS!! Ninjas are more tactical, 
clever and can find a way out of any type of 
situation. And they are just so COOL!” §

Derek Wallis. Photo Credit: Joseph Kruger.

Rhoni Mohanaraj. Photo Credit: Ariele 
Kehler.

Nick Brown. Photo Credit: Jill 
Vanderheiden.

Subra Awan. Photo Credit: Holly Kalyniuk.
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More Election! – 3

Cameron Flamand. Photo Credit: Joseph Kruger.

The weekend was a mix of highs and 

lows for our cross town rivals at ACC. Their 
first match of the weekend was against 
the Providence Pilots. The Cougars were 
crushed.

In the other sports news for the week 
the MCAC Final fours were on the week-
end and they were a doozy. The games 
were hard fought, but the Cougars were 
not able to make it to the finals. 

It was not all terrible news however. 
I am excited to tell you who were an-
nounced as the MVPs for the weekend 
from  both the men’s and women’s teams. 
From the men’s teams the MVP from the 
Red River Rebels was Ty Lowen. As well 
in the Women’s team the MVP was from 
Providence University and her name is 
Shayna Staerk, who tore up the court on 
the weekend. 

We have sadly reached the end of 
the season for the Cougar’s this year. This 
means I’m about to be out of a job.

Just Kid-
ding, I’ll still be 
around bring 
you the best in 
student news. 
See you soon. 
§

reid ogilvie, rePorter

Cougars Finished 
Losses to finish the season

Elected Science Senator last year 

and recently appointed Science Director, 
VPI candidate Lacroix has been involved in 
numerous committees, including Senate 
Research, Curriculum and Academic Plan-
ning, and is current union president of Pub-
lic Service Alliance of Canada (PSAC). 

Having witnessed the way BUSU oper-
ated this year, Lacroix, who is completing a 
double major in mathematics and Comp. 

Sci. with a minor in economics, plans to 
make some budget modifications. “My 
foremost concern is balancing, what this 
year has made, a fairly poor budget,” he 
said. In reviewing BUSU’s deficit this year, 
Lacroix called it “a complete failure [that] 
shows incompetence in their responsibility 
to all of us.”

Lacroix intends to modify the opera-
tion of major events, like Rock the Block, 
and increase funds for campus clubs and 
organizations. “We need to have more dia-
log between BUSU and these groups and 

better communication with students in or-
der to ensure that we are staying true to 
our responsibilities to each of them,” La-
croix said.

When asked, Lacroix admitted his 
most cherished zombie-slaying weapon 
was the Katana: “Ancient in design yet 
powerful and elegant, the Katana allows 
for maximum kills combined with maxi-
mum efficiency from its curved blade de-
sign, allowing for the best zombie killing 
experience every time.” §

VPI: Roque Lacroix
holly KAlyniuK, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

Platform: Budget Revamp

Cameron Flamand, who is running 

for Vice President Internal, is a Fine Arts 
student in his final year of the Bachelor of 
the Visual and Aboriginal Arts Program. He 
identifies as Metis and incorporates Metis 
Visual culture into his art. We caught up 
with Cameron while he was hard at work 
for his upcoming thesis exhibition. 
The Quill: What is your political back-
ground? 
Cameron Flamand: Two years ago I was 
the BU Residence Commissioner and I was 
elected as the CFS Manitoba Aboriginal 

Commissioner. As the Aboriginal Commis-
sioner I worked to bring students together 
from different schools to work on Aborigi-
nal student issues. As the Residence Com-
missioner I helped both on and off-campus 
students deal with livability issues. I went 
above and beyond to advocate on behalf 
of off-campus students in dealing with the 
Residential Tenancy Branch. 
TQ: What is your platform if elected?
CF: While I was Residence Commissioner 
I began work on the Student Bill of Rights, 
which I was told is a two to three year pro-
cess. I intend to devote as much of my time 
next year to continue that work to ensure 

that the Student Bill of Rights is com-
pleted. I also intend to engage stu-
dents as much as possible and elimi-
nate student apathy.
TQ: What is your favourite dinosaur?
CF: The Mosasaur, they are from Mani-
toba and they lived in the sea, like a 
giant shark dinosaur. They are sort of 
big, but discrete, move under the radar 
and they get stuff done.
TQ: Like a big, underwater dinosaur 
ninjas? Kind of like yourself?
CF: Exactly. You don’t always see me 
but I work behind the scenes to get 
things done. §

VPI: Cameron Flamand
JosePh Kruger, rePorter

Platform: Student Bill of Rights

Sports Bobcats’ Basketball Recap
A mixed bag for the Bobcats

robert KillAm, sPorts rePorter

The hardworking athletes of 
basketball had a season full of twists and 
turns, as both girls and guys faced hard-
ships along the way. They almost found 
themselves completely winless, except for 
a total of 5 games which they won. Four of 
which were played here in Brandon and 1 
win that was accumulated at the Univer-
sity of Manitoba by the ladies. 

Throughout the regular season the 
men’s record would include 2-18 and the 
women’s record was 3-19. However if you 
were to count both tournaments and pre 
season games you would find that out of 
the 30 games the girls played they won 5 
and the men who played 32 games, won 
8 of them. All in all not a great year for the 
struggling Bobcats. Head coaches Gil Ch-
eung and Novell Thomas will have to solve 
the issues brought up in their teams and 
bounce back to reassert Brandon’s bas-
ketball dominance in the future.

We obviously wish luck to our fu-
ture athletes, but I’d like to also take the 
time to say good bye to the athletes who 
have preformed until they achieved their 
degree or reached a total of five years. 
Kenonte Ramsey and Stephanie Haynes, 
thank you so much for your contribution 
to the team throughout the years and the 
great performances you’ve put on, you will 

both be sorely missed. Where great as-
sets were lost hopefully great assets can 
once again be gained. Congratulations 
also go out to those freshmen who came 
from far and wide to play for Brandon and 
although they may not have been given 
much playing time, their is always time to 
strengthen and learn better skills.

This year may have just been a rough 
year or a year with a lot of growing from 
individual players but I’m really hoping to 
have more wins to watch for next season. 
I hope both the women and men can find 
it in them to take the game to the next lev-
el and step towards the post season next 
year. Now that would 
be an awesome story 
to tell. Thank you 
guys so much for let-
ting me write for you 
on your behalf, it truly 
has been an incred-
ible experience. 

For stats on any 
of the games played 
by either the men or 
women please go to 
their website at www.
gobobcats.com. En-
joy your break from 
basketball guys and 
girls, and good luck in 

your upcoming endeavours. §

SUDS Hours!
Mondays, Tues-
days, and Fridays 
(if there are no 
socials) 12:00 PM - 
8:00 PM
Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and the 
Fridays (if there are 
socials) 12:00 PM - 
1:00 AM

Roque Lacroix. Photo Credit: Holly Kalyniuk.
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Features – 4

Durarara!!, often abbreviated 
as DRRR, is a character-driven 2010 an-
ime directed by Takahiro Omori (of Bac-
cano! fame). It features a very wide and 
diverse cast of characters and revolves 
around their interactions in Ikebukuro, 
one of the many districts of Tokyo, Japan. 
The “main character” is Mikado Ryuuga-
mine, a highschooler who moves from 
the quiet countryside to the bustling city 
to attend the same school as his friend, 
Masaomi Kida. I can’t really say much 
more without spoiling a multitude of the 

different plotlines DRRR has to offer. 
I use the term “main character” very 

loosely here, as the show is by no means 
about any one of Durarara’s vast cast. 
This is a very character-driven series that 
doesn’t necessarily have a singular over-
arching plot, but rather has a seemingly 
endless collection of interesting charac-
ters with their own stories to tell. There’s 
a dangerous information broker, a friendly 
blackmarket doctor, a multitude of war-
ring colour gangs, a violent but peace-lov-
ing man dressed like a bartender, a serial 
killer, and a legendary headless motorcy-
clist, just to name a few off the top of my 
head. 

You may wonder 
at how a 24 episode 
series can properly 
tell and link all of 
these stories together 
on a time budget, but 
Durarara does just 
that, and manages to 
keep you either laugh-
ing or on the edge of 
your seat the entire 
time. DRRR also sports 
a remarkable soundtrack composed by 
Makoto Yoshimori (also of Baccano!) that 
really delivers on the multitude of emo-
tions and scenarios found in the series. 

DRRR is a remarkably easy show to 
watch, and will often leave you dying to 
see what the next episode holds. Wheth-
er you are new to anime or not, DRRR is 
a great experience. If you find the task of 
keeping track of all the characters daunt-
ing, the opening theme is remarkably use-
ful in that it shows and names the series’ 
multitude of characters, and like a series 
of flashcards helps the viewer to remem-
ber and keep track of the cast. The theme 
is also masterfully split in two to fit a high 
speed recap of the past plot points rel-
evant to the current episode. This rather 
unique feature is a spectacle to behold, 

because setting the series aside and com-
ing back to it would be almost impossible 
without it. Even now, with Season 2 airing 
5 years later, the first episode managed 
to remind me of what had happened in 
the previous season. 

Also of note is that DRRR actually 
has a pretty good English Dub, so even if 
you don’t care to listen to the very good 
all-star Japanese cast, there is an all-star 
English cast, and I can handily recom-
mend either one. There is so much go-
ing in this anime, and so many tiny refer-
ences to other series that DRRR is worth 
watching more than once.

To make a long story short, Durara-
ra!! is really good. It’s interesting, excit-
ing, funny, and actually does have a little 
bit of something for everyone, without 
spreading itself too thin. §

Anime Review: Durarara!!
Genre: Action, Mystery, Comedy     Studio: Brain’s Base        Rating: 4.5 / 5

JAcob Wolfe, bugA

Brandon Jazz Festival returns 

March 19th to 21st featuring guest Diane 
Schuur, jazz pianist, vocalist, and Gram-
my Award winner.

The Brandon Jazz Festival has been 
an annual occurrence on the BU campus 
since 1983. Every year students and com-
munity organizations from Canada and 
the US come to Brandon to perform and 
participate in clinics and workshops with 
adjudicators from Canada and the US. 

This year’s facilitators include David 
Caffey, Professor of Jazz Studies at the 
University of Northern Colorado; Aldo 

Mazza, drummer and pianist known for 
his work with the percussion group RE-
PERCUSSION; Ashley Summers, bassist 
and composer working full time as an 
instructor of Jazz Studies at Morehead 
State University; and Paul Tynan, Profes-
sor of Jazz Studies at St. Francis Xavier 
University. 

If you would like to come listen to 
some excellent music, there will be four 
concerts during the course of Jazz Fest 
all taking place in the Western Manitoba 
Centennial Auditorium. There will be two 
on Thursday, March 19th at 7:00 PM and 
9:30 PM and two on Friday, March 20th at 
7:00 PM and 9:30 PM. §

Brandon Jazz Festival
That thing those music kids do.

chArlie cArrier, rePorter

Fetish and Fantasy
Masquerade, paper faces on parade...

Do you have a fantasy you have always 

been curious about fulfilling? Or maybe 
you have a fetish you want to explore. Or 
maybe you just like a crazy party with priz-
es and costumes! If any of these are you, 
then you will be happy to hear that the BU 
LGBTTQ* (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans-
gender, Two-Spirited, Queer*) Collective is 
hosting the Fetish & Fantasy social! This 
year’s theme: masquerade. 

On March 6th from 9:00 PM to 2:00 
AM there will be music, dancing, and hun-
dreds of dollars-worth of risqué prizes sup-
plied by places such as Smitten. Since this 

social is masquerade-themed you are wel-
come to come dressed as extravagantly 
as you like. And because this is the Fetish 
& Fantasy social you are welcome to come 
dressed a little more extravagantly than 
you’re used to (wink wink, nudge nudge). 
Come wearing a mask, in formal wear, Vic-
torian clothing or whatever you please! It 
is your fantasy.

Tickets are on sale for $12 at the 
door or $10 advance at SUDS, Smitten, 
and SERC. §

chArlie cArrier, rePorter

My recent finding of cultural dif-

ferences is about blood type. When my 
friend showed their temper, I said, “I bet 
you are blood type B” and she did not 
know what I was talking about. She did 
not even know her blood type. In most 
East Asian countries, you get to know your 
blood type not only for medical reason but 
also for identity. 

There is a common belief in most 
countries in eastern Asia that blood type 

can not only predict one’s identity, but 
also personality and compatibility with 
others. This is like reading the Chinese 
zodiac sign in a Chinese restaurant or 
your astrological signs in a magazine, but 
some people take the blood type person-
ality test more seriously.

If you know your blood type, I invite 
you to read the blood type personality 
test that matches your type and compare 
to your own personality and who you are 
most compatible with.

*Type A: Calm, patient, easily stressed 
out, timid, responsible, kind and compas-

sionate, excellent listener and difficult 
making decisions.

They are most compatible with Type A 
and Type AB.

*Type B: High self-esteem, outgoing, 
people person, highly adaptable, rely on 
their intuition and trust themselves, hu-
morous, playful, and flirty.

They are most compatible with Type B 
and Type AB.

*Type AB: Intelligent, rationale, both 
shy and outgoing, easily switch from one 
opposite to another, trustworthy, and 
maintain good relationships.

They are most compatible with Type 
A, Type B, and Type AB.

*Type O: Optimistic, passionate, ener-
getic, social, give up easily, and extremely 
self-confident. 

They are most compatible with Type 
O and Type AB.

How do you find yourself in given de-
scription of your blood type? Do you think 
you fit into that description? I personally 
do not believe people can be classified 
into four categories, but it is fun to see 
some people fit into their stereotyped 
blood type personality! §

Global View: Blood Type Reveals Personality
Let’s do blood type personality test!

clAire song, columnist
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Dear Quentin,
Why does winter last so long? Why is 

summer so short?
Landon M.
 

Dear Landon,
Many people don’t know this but last 

summer the Faerie Queen of Winter Mab, 
up and killed the Summer Lady TwoPetal. 
She had been conspiring with some of 
the less than reputable powers from the 
trolls of Pakslinger Forest. No one knows 
about what but Mab is not exactly one to 
take any potential threat to her power less 
than absolutely nuclear serious. Which is 
kind of what happened. 

Mab went in, iced the whole for-
est, shattered the frozen trolls, grabbed 
TwoPetal and disappeared back into the 
ethers of her Ice Palace. Last I heard Two-
Petal’s spirit had been split from her form, 
combined with Miracle-Gro and used to 
mist the Queen’s Frost Flower Garden. 
Which, if you think about it, is terribly 
ironic. The body of the lady was stuffed 
and used in puppet shows for the Winter 
Court’s amusement.

The Summer 
Court sanctioned all of 
this and picked a new 
Summer Lady who is 
still in her probation 
period. So while she 
is training, Winter is 
kind of doing an end-
run around Summer’s 
infl uence. Thus, extra 
long winter and short 
summer. 

With the balance 
off like this we are go-
ing to have to eventu-
ally send an emissary 
to parley with both 
courts. Hopefully the new Lady, I think her 
name is Willow, will level up fast enough 
to calm everyone the hell down. Then we 
can go back to reasonable temperatures 
and a season system comprised of more 
than one cold option. 

It will help Chauncy too. He does tend 
to get cold when I send him out to gather 
winterberries for my breakfast.

Quentin

Quentin Quill is 
an 18th century time 
traveler trapped in BU. He has not yet de-
clared a major or even attended class in 
the last several months. He survives the 
winter by making blankets out of the pelts 
of the more swarthy computer science 
students.

If you have a question for Quentin 
please email him at missq@thequill.ca. 
He promises not to yell. If Quentin choos-
es your question you get a free Quill T-
shirt. They make for excellent washcloths 
and/or rope, when tied together.

As� Quentin 

??? – Peer Mentors
Area: Student Services
Cry: “We’re here to help!””

Peer Mentors are like the shop 

merchants in the Celadon Depart-

ment store. They sell TMs (Technical 

Machines) that teach moves like 

Grammar, Effective Studying, and 

Mental Math. And unlike the Celadon 

Store, they supply these TMs for free! 

Peer Mentors often have boosted Prof 

knowledge, and can be used for class.

Black and blue. White and 
gold. There’s a certain dress 

that has been dominating 
social media news feeds this 
past week; with hundreds of 

“scientfi c explanations”, even 
featuring the opinion of the 

greatest mind in modern sci-
ence, Taylor Swift weighing in, 

this photo has been sweep-
ing through and destroying 
relationships, post by post. 

We all have one question: who 
cares? It’s a dress. Get over it.

The Dress

Masquerade, paper faces on parade...
social is masquerade-themed you are wel-
come to come dressed as extravagantly 
as you like. And because this is the Fetish 
& Fantasy social you are welcome to come 
dressed a little more extravagantly than 
you’re used to (wink wink, nudge nudge). 
Come wearing a mask, in formal wear, Vic-
torian clothing or whatever you please! It 
is your fantasy.

Tickets are on sale for $12 at the 
door or $10 advance at SUDS, Smitten, 
and SERC. §
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BUSU/Clubs – 6

On Sunday, February 22nd BUSU 

held a regular meeting. Among the topics 
discussed at this meeting was the receipt 
of an award, Pink Shirt day, and the pos-
sibility of another visit from the therapy 
puppies this year. 

Recently Dr. Chenkuan Li in the Math-
ematics and Computer Science depart-
ment won an award of distinction for ex-
cellence of research. Another event that 
occurred recently was the Pink T-Shirt day 
in support of anti-bullying. This was on 
Wednesday, February 25th and was put 
on by the Brandon University Anti-Bullying 
Society. 

Events that have yet to take place in-

clude the “Fetish and Fantasy” Masquer-
ade Social put on by the BU LGBTTQ Col-
lective in SUDS on March 6th. For those 
of you that can’t get enough of the stars, 
keep your eyes and ears peeled because 
the observatory is looking to set up public 
viewing nights throughout the month of 
March. 

And lastly, if you were going through 
cute-puppy-withdrawal you can sleep easy 
knowing that in either late March or early 
April there is work being done to have the 
therapy dogs back, and just in time for fi-
nals too! However, due to an unfortunate 
lack of adequate fencing/caging they are 
unable to bring kittens. To compensate for 
this, they are hoping to have more young-
er puppies at their next visit. §

BUSU Meeting
So I heard you like puppies?

Ashlyn PeArce, senior rePorter
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It’s that time of year again for The 

Quill AGM. It’s like Nickelodeon’s Teen 
Choice Awards, but with less green slime. 
And less cheering, and far less celebrities. 
Okay, maybe it’s not as big a spectacle, 
but there will be free food.

On Tuesday, March 3rd, yours truly is 
holding their Annual General Meeting in 
the SUDS during the free slot from 12:50 
PM to 1:30 PM. As a BU student, a per-
centage of your student fees are dedicat-
ed to your student newspaper, entitling 
you to a say in how we function, what we 
write, and who represents you. 

As your student newspaper, it is our 
job to document important events and 

issues across our campus and commu-
nity, and try earnestly we do. However, 
our effectiveness is determined by your 
interests and values. Without your input 
and perspective, The Quill cannot be the 
voice of the student body and cannot ad-
equately represent you. For this reason, 
we encourage everyone to participate, 
especially you! 

I know it’s a long way from your cave 
to the university, but in recompense for 
your painstaking travels and participa-
tion, there will be free food for voters. Yes, 
that’s right: free food! 

In order to make changes to our by-
laws, we require 50 people to be present, 
and we definitely hope to break quorum. 
So mark your calendars, fellow students, 
and we shall see you at SUDS. §

PSA: Quill AGM
Be there, or be square. (Yes, that’s a threat.)

holly KAlyniuK, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

It is March, which means its time for 

the annual event on campus known as 
student elections. Many students have 
stepped forth this year and taken the 
plunge into running for elected office. 
I applaud each of them for doing so, as 
politics is unfortunately not always fun or 
easy, but can ultimately be very person-
ally rewarding, as I myself have found dur-

ing my time at Brandon University. 
That being said, those students who 

are not running for office also have a part 
to play. That important role is that of the 
voter. Myself, being the political junkie 
that I am, have voted in each and every 
student, municipal, provincial and federal 
election that I have been able to over my 
life. However, not everyone shares my 
obsession with politics, and recent years 
have seen the overall decline of voter 
turnout for elections on campus. Voter ap-

athy is not just confined to the campus of 
Brandon University, its reach extends out 
across the country to all levels of politics. 
Thus far, nothing has seemingly succeed-
ed in reversing this trend. 

This does not however mean that we 
need to continue this trend at Brandon 
University. The election this year features 
multiple candidates running for each ex-
ecutive position as well as candidates 
for many council positions. Each of these 
candidates has their own ideas and vi-

sions for both the Brandon University Stu-
dents’ Union and the Brandon University 
community as a whole. By learning about 
these platforms and then casting a vote in 
favour or against a specific candidate, you 
can help shape the direction that BUSU 
takes moving forward. People say that 
one vote does not make a difference, but 
more than a few elections have been de-
termined by one vote so please come out 
and vote in these upcoming elections. §

BUSU: The Importance of Voting
Democracy!

Joel sPringer, busu President

Vampire: The Masquerade - Blood-

lines is one of the most fun games from 
2004; however, it was fraught with issues 
that eventually led to poor sales, and 
eventually the company closed its doors 
4 months later. It was so highly antici-
pated, and the staff was doing so much 
extra work to ensure a solid product, that 
when the production company wanted it 
shipped without it being debugged prop-
erly it disappointed a lot of people. I was 
on that same bandwagon, wanting this 
game so badly, and I played through the 
bugs and found a gem of a game that has 
since been patched through by fans to be 
one of the greatest hidden treasures in 
the PC Action RPG world.

You start the game by dying; you 
are obviously in some kind of tryst with 
a Vampire, and they decide to embrace 
you (The Masquerade term for “make you 
a vampire”). The game is set in Los An-
geles, and you are thrown into the action 
and intrigue right away. Apparently, the 
vampire who created you did so without 
permission from the Vampire society, and 
they sentence to death.  You are spared in 
order to forge your own destiny. 

There are seven clans to choose 

from, all varying in power and ability and 
each one dynamically changes the game. 
The Toreador is a natural choice for a be-
ginner, with these vampires honing their 
skills to persuade and beguile humans, 
while being supernaturally fast against 
other enemies. On the other end of the 
spectrum, the Nosferatu are supernatu-
rally ugly, so in order to proceed through 
the game you must avoid human contact 
and go through the sewers to each impor-
tant place.  If you want to just have a wild 
ride with amaz-
ingly strange 
dialogue you 
should go with 
Malkavian, the 
vampires that 
are insane 
but insightful. 
The others are 
Brujah, natu-
ral warriors; 
Gangrel, the 
bestial fight-
ers; Tremere, 
the wizardly 
vampires; and 
the Ventrue, 
the High-Class 
d o m i n a t i n g 

Vampires.
The dialogue is very interesting, and 

the storyline unravels in a unique way. 
Even the Radio Station is delightful -- long 
before Fallout used this, Troika had al-
ready made it something great. There is a 
plethora of dark humour in the game, and 
it wastes no time in showing you the mon-
ster you have become. One of the best 
scenarios in the entire game is this man-
sion that someone is trying to tear down, 
but it is haunted by something, and you 

need to go through this entire mystery to 
find out some pretty incredible things. 

After many hours replaying this 
game, I would recommend it to anyone 
who enjoys games like Fallout 3 or New 
Vegas.  I give this game 4.5 Stars after 
it being patched by the fans, and should 
you decide to pick it up on Steam, please 
remember to patch it to get the best expe-
rience possible. §

Game Review: Vampire: The Masquerade - Bloodlines
Genre: Action Role-Playing                Developer: Troika Games                  Platform: PC            Rating: 4.5 / 5

AAron thomPson, bugA
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Have You Said Thank You?
The art of writing a thank you note

KristA mills, Web content coordinAtor 

Upcoming Events
What’s Going on Around Brandon?

Looking for a distraction from the 

daily grind?
March 3rd: 7 Ages Productions will be 

putting on Armstrong’s War at the WMCA 
at 8:00 PM, tickets are $25 (student 
price), for more information see wmca.
ca.

March 3rd: The Quill will be holding 
their AGM in SUDS, FREE FOOD will be 
available to those in attendance, the AGM 
will take place during the free slot.

March 4th: BUSU will be holding their 
AGM in SUDS at 4:00 PM, if you have any 
questions please contact President Joel 
Springer at pres@busu.ca.

March 4th: Manitoba Metis Federa-
tion will be holding their annual Wild Meat 
Night at the Southwest Region Metis Cen-
ter (656 6th St), Hall opens at 5:30 PM, 
dinner at 7:00 PM, please bring a cooked 
dish of wild meat or any other food, for 
more info call Rick at 204-727-8558.

March 9th-10th: regular voting for the 
BUSU elections for the academic year 
2015-16 will take place in the Mingling 
Area from 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM, if you have 
any questions please contact the Return-
ing Offi ce Logan Fogg at ro@busu.ca.

March 14th: Funds for Furry Friends 
will be holding a comedy show, “Raise the 
Woof” at The 40, advance tickets are $35 
and include a snack and sandwich, cash 

bar, start time is 7:00 PM.
March 26th-29th: Mecca Productions 

will be performing Jesus Christ Superstar 
at the WMCA, tickets are $25 (student 
price), showtimes are Thursday/Friday/
Saturday at 7:30 PM, Sunday at 2:00 PM, 
for more information see wmca.ca.

April 9th: There will be a memorial 
for Dr. Patrick Jackson in the Louis Riel 
Room from 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM, please 
wear green crocs, a tiara/outra-
geous hat, or lab coat (with walk-
ing stick), a silent auction of Dr. 
Jackson’s memorabilia in support 
of the Biology Society will take 
place.

April 26th: The WSO is present-

ing Charles Chaplin: The Circus (a Film 
with Orchestra) at 3:00 PM in the WMCA, 
tickets are $12.50 (student price), for 
more information see wmca.ca.

May 7th-10th: 7 Ages Productions 
will be performing Mary Poppins at the 
WMCA, tickets are $25 (student price), 
showtimes are Thursday/Friday/Saturday 
at 7:30 PM, Sunday at 2:30 PM, for more 
information see wmca.ca. §

Ashlyn PeArce, senior rePorter
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Tuition Fee Income Tax Rebate 2015
Publication: The Quill – Ad S
Ad size: 1/4 page (5.2" x 7")
Insertion date: Tues, Feb 24, March 3 + 10, 2015

Thanks to the Manitoba Tuition Fee

Income Tax Rebate...
It pays to stay 

in Manitoba.

To claim your savings, simply complete the  

T1005 form when you file your Manitoba income tax. 

Staying close to friends and family. 
Owning your own home at a price 
you can afford. A tax rebate that 
allows you to save up to $25,000 on 
your Manitoba income tax. There is 
no better time to build your future 
here at home.

Find out how you can receive a tax rebate for up 
to 60% of your tuition – as much as $2,500 a year. 
That extra cash will go a long way to paying back  
your student loans, saving for a house,  
or maybe even starting a family. 

For information about 
saving up to $25,000 
on your Manitoba 
income tax, visit 
manitoba.ca/tuition 

Saying thank you is important, it is 

good manners and really it is just polite. 
However, we are busy university students 
and although we may remember to say 
thank you when someone holds a door, or 
to the nice people at Forbidden Flavours 
who provide us with coffee and cookies, 
we may be forgetting a very important 
thank you.  

If you have ever received a scholar-
ship or a bursary did you remember to 
send a thank you card? If you have, gold 
star for you, if you have not done this then 
you should probably go pick up some 
thank you cards, it is never to late to say 
thank you. Scholarships and bursaries 
are provided to students to help allevi-
ate some of the fi nancial cost of being a 
student. You may be able to eat healthier 
and work a bit less leaving more time for 

studying and participating in fun univer-
sity activities. This is a big deal, and those 
individuals who have donated the funds 
for these scholarships and bursaries want 
to hear how this has helped you. 

This is where the thank you card 
comes in. 

Address the card to those who pro-
vided funds for the award you have re-
ceived.

Thank them for the scholarship or 
bursary, if it has a specifi c title in-
clude that as well.

Let them know how this contri-
bution has helped you this year.

Tell them what your future 
plans are, if you are going to grad 
school, if you have received a job 
in your fi eld of study, or if you plan 
on traveling.

Thank them once again, sign 

your name and you are good to 
go. If you have typed your letter 
make sure you leave space for 
your signature.

I cannot stress how impor-
tant it is for these thank you cards 
to be sent, put a reminder in your 
day planner, set alarms on your 
phones, do whatever you need 
to do so that you remember. Who 
knows, maybe one day you will be the 

helping out students and collecting thank 
you cards! §
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Art Supplies For Sale:

From the Drawing I Course
If interested please text 

Emma at:
204-720-9192

 
IDD Careers Canada

A student recruitment company.
Want an opportunity to display your online/social media campaign skills?

You can also use this as your BU course project.
As part of the process of setting up office in Brandon MB, we will need an IT-savvy individual skilled in 

Facebook, Twitter, Google+ Analytics, Youtube, LinkedIn, etc.  Full time or part time.
Last day to submit your resume will be March 22nd, 2015. 

iddcareerscanada@gmail.com,  www.iddcareerscanada.blogspot.ca 

Quill Classifieds

 

We want you!

If you like to write, take pictures, 
or draw things, 
you should work for The Quill!
We can offer a cool office to nap 
in and tuition rebates.

 Email us at eic@thequill.ca!


