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Bookstore Selling Dollarama Goods at Markup

Keenan Mahon, contributor

Most students go into tens of thou-

sands of dollars of debt just to get an edu-
cation. Universities know how expensive it 
is. One would like to think that they only 
charge what is necessary. For the Campus 
Bookstore, this might not be the case.

Around the cash register area of Cam-
pus Books are shelves where students 
can purchase personal hygiene supplies. 
This was recently used by a student who 
was grateful for this option; until they took 
a closer look at the packaging of the Advil 
they bought and saw the remnants of a 
Dollarama sticker. 

The Quill has found that a majority of 
the items for sale at this section in Cam-
pus Books are purchased from Dollarama 

and then marked up to sell. Amber Clark, 
Manager of Campus Books says that 
Campus Books purchases from “whoever 
gives the best price. We do the absolute 
best we can with pricing, we don’t have 
the option to bulk buy like Walmart.” When 
asked if Campus Books purchases from 
Dollarama, she replied, “The only thing is 
kleenex or some hair pins and ties. We do 
not purchase any of the school supplies 
and the clothes come from no sweatshop 
suppliers. The chocolates, Advil, Tylenol 
and etc. come from Sobey’s.” 

The item that started the investiga-
tion was a bottle of travel sized Advil. The 
telltale sticker was on the package prov-
ing that Campus Books purchased the 
Advil from Dollarama. When we went to 
Campus Books, the remnants of other 

stickers being removed and leaving be-
hind the glue was evident on other pack-
ages. Some other items that are available 
at Campus Books are also available at 
Dollarama with the identical brands, lot 
numbers and items. Some of the items 
that you can purchase at both stores are: 
Garnier Body lotion, travel sized Crest and 
Scope, Down Under Naturals body wash, 
Crest Cavity Protection toothpaste, Advil 
and X-Lite lighters to name a few. 

Amber commented that “Only little 
stuff is purchased from Dollarama, stuff 
that no other supplier can provide us. We 
like to keep a variety for the students. We 
don’t mark up as much as other places, 
maybe 30%.” The Advil in question was 
$2 at Dollarama and $2.95 at Campus 
Books, a 47.5% increase. The Fluffs Su-

preme kleenex comes in a package of 8 
for $1 at Dollarama and each individual 
package is being sold for $0.50 at Cam-
pus Books, an increase of 300%. Other 
items such as the Femline Ultra-Thin femi-
nine napkins, Aim dental floss, and Premi-
um plastic cotton swabs had mark-ups of 
56% while the Advil and the Garnier Body 
lotion were marked-up 47.5%. Not 1 item 
was marked less than 30%. 

Dollarama is only an 11 minute walk 
from Campus Books. With the tempera-
tures getting warmer, students might be 
advised to save their money and take 
the short walk to Dollarama to buy their 
supplies and save the increased prices. 
The Campus Books is owned by Brandon 
University do they really to take any more 
money from the students? §

The Faerie Queen
A Ballet Based On A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Choreography John Alleyne  
Music Henry Purcell, Owen Underhill and Michael Bushnell

APR 21 / 2015  WESTERN MANITOBA CENTENNIAL AUDITORIUM
TICKETS | WMCA.CA | 204.728.9510
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The Quill@quillbu

News – 2

When living in residence, a student 
has very few options for eating daily meals, 
leaving students to choose between Food 
Services (Main Dining Hall, the Downunder 
and the HLC canteen during games) or 
SUDS. Karla Voth, General Manager of 
SUDS says that with SUDS being open 
twice a week later than Food Services and 
with BU events limiting the food options for 
students to the Downunder, “sometimes 
we are the only option.” 

BU residence students are given a 
choice between two mandatory meal 
plans. The Premium Plan includes $150 
per term to be used at SUDS or the Value 
Plan which does not include any amount 
for use in SUDS. A new option this year for 
the Premium Plan was that students with 
balances left on their cards at the end of 
the year could obtain a maximum of $500 
refunded to them. This means that if a stu-
dent had less than $500 they would get 
whatever their balance was, but if they had 

more than $500 they would only receive 
the $500 maximum. With these options, it 
is not surprising that a majority of students 
opted into the Premium Plan considering 
the price difference of the two plans was 
$500.

Most students understood the Premi-
um Plan to operate this way. To their dis-
may, in January notices were slipped under 
the doors of the residence students stating 
that if they used any of their SUDS allow-
ances their refunds will be less the amount 
spent in SUDS. So if a student had $650 re-
maining on their food cards, but had spent 
$150 in SUDS, they would only be eligible 
to receive $350 as a refund, not the $500. 
Many students were outraged. They say 
that had they have understood the refund 
option they would not have used SUDS or 
would have chosen the other plan. Since 
the notice in January was given out to stu-
dents, Karla has noticed that traffic of resi-
dence students in SUDS has decreased.

Paul O’Discoll, Director of Residence 
Hall Programs said that he heard of a few 
students asking how the refunds would 

work and quickly realized that a lot of stu-
dents did not understand fully the Premium 
Plan. A notice was then sent out. “When 
students sign their Rental Agreement they 
were directed to go to the website to obtain 
more information on the Meal Plans. Unfor-
tunately not everyone goes to the website.” 
The website (brandonu.ca/residence/
meal-plan) states “Refunds for unused 
money are available in the Premium Plan, 
refunded to the level of the Value Plan, less 
monies spent in SUDS.”

O’Driscoll says that the 2015-16 agree-
ments will have a “full explanation on the 
form the students sign right by the signa-
ture” to avoid any students not understand-
ing their choices in the future. He asserts 
that the SUDS and reimbursement options 
are “really good changes and far more flex-
ible for students”. Paul looks forward to 
working with Karla to form a stronger rela-
tionship between SUDS and the Residence 
Hall for increased student events and to 
address the needs of the students. §

Meal Plan Misunderstanding
Jill vanderheiden, reporter

…to SUDS or not to SUDS, that is the question.

Mark your calendars everyone 

because the countdown to the Long Night 
Against Procrastination is on, literally! This 
semester features an honest to goodness 
superduper shiny new countdown clock, 
which can be found at https://www.bran-
donu.ca/long-night/. In case you are cur-
rently without the internet (shame on you) 
and you need to write it down in your paper 
agenda (how archaic) the date is Thursday 
March 26th. The festivities will commence 
at 8:00 PM and run through the night until 
8:00 AM on Friday. 

The library fills up fast and this is a re-
ally fun event. My recommendation would 
be to arrive around 7:00 PM or 7:30 PM, 
especially if you are particular about where 
you study. Now it is 8:00 PM, time to get 
down to business, free coffee and snacks 
will be provided or you can get some en-
couragement from Bailey the Bobcat. If 
you are feeling a little bit out of sorts you 
can visit the St. John’s Ambulance therapy 

dogs, because we all know that our furry 
friends make everything better. Did I men-
tion there will be prizes? The Indigenous 
People’s Centre will also be open from 
8:00 PM to 1:00 AM for additional study 
space. At 10:00 PM there will be a quick 15 
minute energizer break, you wouldn’t want 
to fall asleep before midnight. 

What could possibly be happening at 
midnight that is so very important? Why it 
is free pizza time, which has been spon-
sored by the BU Alumni Association. Thank 
you for fueling our pizza induced study co-
mas, I doubt we would make it through the 
night without you. Once your tummies have 
settled down their will be another 15 min-
ute energizer break at 1:00 AM, just in time 
for you to settle in for some se-
rious studying, the rest of the 
evening is yours. 

After your long night of 
accomplishment welcome the 
day with some 6:00 AM yoga, 
some deep breathing and Sun 
Salutations will be just the 

thing to rejuvenate and wake you up, after 
all you did just stay up all night studying. 
By the time 8:00 AM rolls around you are 
bound to be starving, you will be just in 
time for FREE pancakes, courtesy of BUSU. 
No syrup fights, though, that’s how you get 
ants.

Reference librarians and assistants 
will be available all night as well as writing 
coaches and circulation service. You are 
under no obligation to stay the entire night, 
feel free to come and go as you please. If 
you are too tired to leave just try not to 
snore too loudly! However, it is recom-
mended that you arrange for a ride home. 
You can also tweet about the evening with 
the #LNAPatBU, see you there! §

Long Night Against Procrastination
Krista Mills, Web content coordinator

The countdown is on!

Exams are coming and those are 

stressful. Really, who actually enjoys those? 
Well guess what, food always helps make ev-
erything better. Especially when it’s in sup-
port of a good cause. So on March 31st (it’s 
a Tuesday...) make time to mozy on down to 
the Mingling Area (incase you didn’t know, 
that’s the space outside SUDS, Forbidden 
Flavours and the Book Store) sometime be-

tween 10:00 AM and 2:00 PM. Priced rea-
sonably, The Quill will be selling a variety 
of cookies and cupcakes and maybe even 
some other special goodies. And what is 
this selling of good food in support of, you 
might ask? Well I’m glad you asked. 

See, as your local student newspaper 
we enjoy bringing you the news on campus 
throughout the school year, and at the end 
of the year we will need to begin planning 
for the next. There is appreciation  for our 

many reporters to pass out in the form 
of various awards and more than a little 
cleanup to do herabouts. 

That’s where you come in.
Come on down to the Mingling Area 

and get some cheap and delicious treats 
to hate yourself with and help support your 
local University newspaper. Or if you want 
to take part in the festivities at the Quill, we 
are always looking for new writers. §

PSA: Quill Bake Sale
Support your student newspaper!

ashlyn pearce, senior reporter

A Long Night. Photo Credit Krista Mills. 
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Sports – 3

Caroline Sims. Photo Credit: Ashlyn Pearce.

The ACC Cougars faced off in one of 

their last games of the year against the 
Minnedosa Wilds. 

The game started off strong for the 
Wilds as Danika Jones scored to lead the 
Cougars 1-0 in the first period. Early in the 
second Brooke Lonoway scored for the 
Cougars, assisted by Shayna Fluker, to tie 
the game at 1-1. Brooke Drummond then 
posted another goal with assistance from 
Mackenzie Bortis and Laura Williams. 

Making the game 2-1 for the Cougars. 
The Wilds then score another goal dur-
ing a power play, by Julie Pomenichuk. Ty-
ing the game again at 2 - 2. The Cougars 
then pulled ahead again thanks to a goal 
by Laura Williams and Brooke Drummond 
with 25 seconds to go in the second pe-
riod. 

Less than a minute into the third pe-
riod Kristan Nickel scores for the Wilds to 
tie the game at 3-3, the game stayed tied 
for a while until Katie Zacharias scored 
with 1:58 left in the game to make it a 4-3 
victory for the Cougars. Way to go ACC! §

reid ogilvie, reporter

Final Skate for Cougars
Final finally

The Scholarship Banquet oc-

curred last Wednesday evening, where 
people old and young joined in on the 
celebration. Attendees included teach-
ers, students, donors and alumni. It was 
a wine and cheese event, which offered 
the hundred or so people there, a com-
fortable place to sit and mingle with fel-
low students, teachers and donors. The 
Donors who attended were dressed to the 
nines as they came to show their appre-
ciation for the school and its hard working 
students. The MC for the evening was Dr. 
Michael Kim who offered kind words to 
all and helped the event run smoothly. An 
astonishing fact from the night, Dr. Kim 
concluded that over 1.3 million dollars in 
scholarships had been received by stu-
dents this past year.

Although many people had the honour 
to come, watch and eat, few people were 

able to speak, but when those speakers 
did, a vast amount of gratitude and knowl-
edge came from them. Guest speakers 
for the banquet included BU President Dr. 
Gervan Fearon, Donor Gerald Buttler and 
accomplished student Aaron Bull. Each 
speaker gave thanks to the donors and 
teachers, along with encouragements to 
the students to continue working towards 
their life goals. 

Scholarships of any amount and 
grandeur are greatly appreciated and the 
fact that so many people offered to help 
put us students through education is truly 
remarkable. I’d like to send a big thank 
you out there to all the amazing and self-
less donors who contributed money and 
time towards the University of Brandon. 
Your generosity is not wasted and I hope 
that we, as students can give back to the 
university just as you guys have given to 
us. §

Scholarship Banquet
robert KillaM, sports Writer

Thank you to the donors

Caroline Sims is a student at BU who 

has a rather unusual passion… she enjoys 
shooting guns competitively. Don’t worry 
about digging out your old bulletproof vest 
though, she doesn’t shoot people. Com-
petitive Target Shooting involves shooting 
lead pellets at paper targets which are 
roughly 10 meters away with an air pistol. 

Sims has shot for the past 8 years 
competitively. Her introduction to the sport 
was through the tetrathlon in which you 
run, swim, shoot and ride a horse through 
two jumping courses. “From the first night 
I tried the shooting aspect I was hooked” 

Sims stated on her introduction to the 
sport. In those 8 years she has represent-
ed both Manitoba and Canada in several 
competitions. Most notably she won dou-
ble bronze at the Canada Winter Games 
in 2011, Canadian Junior Women’s Pistol 
Champion and Western Canadian Junior 
Women’s Champion both in 2012 while 
representing Manitoba. In 2013 she com-
peted in Australia on behalf of Canada at 
the Australian Youth Olympic Festival and 
placed twelfth overall. Sims states that “As 
a junior I consistently placed near the top 
of my classification. Since I’ve aged out of 
the junior category I now place consistent-
ly in the top 4-12 overall (before finals) de-
pending on the competition”. Because of 

her superior ability, she has been chosen 
as one of five young women to compete 
in the 28th annual Summer Universaide 
games in Gwanju, Korea which is taking 
place this July. 

When asked what the toughest thing 
about her sport was Sims commented 
that “It’s all a head game, focus is the 
key.” and that “You aren’t really com-
peting against [the other competitors]. 
You’re competing against yourself; you’re 
striving to beat your own personal best 
and constantly improve your score”. Said 
score is compiled of 40 shots, all of which 
are placed on a bulls-eye target and given 
a score out of 10.  §

Competitive Shooting. It’s a Thing.
ashlyn pearce, senior reporter

Survival skills for the upcoming zombie apocalypse

Events – 3 1/2
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Features – 4

While there’s never been a short-

age of anime based in and around the 
Middle Ages and various fantasy render-
ings of war and that time period, not one 
anime has approached it quite as unique-
ly as the currently-being-released show 
known as Maria the Virgin Witch. 

Taking place around the 15th century, 
the storyline focuses on the war between 
France and England as well as the partici-
pation of young, peace-loving witch, Maria. 
You must be thinking, “exactly how does a 
witch make herself out to be considered 
‘peace-loving’?” Why, by summoning giant 
monsters and wreaking havoc among the 
wars of  humans, of course! As a unique 
witch who is disgusted by all things to do 
with war, Maria gains a reputation of be-
ing compared to the Roman Catholic Saint 
of the same name through appearing and 
putting a stop to as many acts of war as 
she can possibly manage.

Assisting Maria are her two familiars, 
Artemis and Priapos--a succubus and in-
cubus respectively, who, with the ability 

to transform into owl counterparts, serve 
as the show’s main source of comic relief. 
As their races suggest, both characters 
display an amusing amount of hyper-
sexualization. As such, one might think 
the anime is suited for strictly older au-
diences -- but, surprisingly enough, both 
the humour and lack of seriousness keep 
situations light-hearted and lacking any 
amount of unwanted drama. Even with 
Maria’s virginity constantly being called 
into question, things manage to stay rela-
tively PG-13 despite it’s otherwise adult 
subject-matter.

For Maria, the storyline becomes more 
complicated when her chaos-causing 
earns her a run-in with Archangel Michael, 
who threatens her life in the presence of 
human companions. Feeling sympathy for 
the humans that fight to protect the witch 
that had previously saved their lives, the 
angel ends up granting Maria a chance 
at forgiveness only if she can promise to 
stop using her magic as a means of in-
terfering with the war between the human 
countries. In order to keep an eye on her, 
Michael ends up bestowing a familiar of 
his own in the form of a young girl named 

Ezekiel. Michael 
then tells Maria 
that if she loses 
her virginity, she 
will also conse-
quently lose her 
magical pow-
ers. Also, if she 
cannot bring 
herself to stop 
using her magic 
in the presence 
of humans, Mi-
chael’s golden spear will strike her down 
from the heavens, assumingly ending her 
life. Thus begins the tales of our rag-tag 
group of characters and their attempts to 
bring peace to a land torn apart by large 
and wanton war.

While the storyline is definitely in-
triguing, the animation of the show also 
does a good job in being both smooth and 
colourful. Character and clothing designs 
are mostly unique while the portrayal of 
classic monsters such as dragons and 
cyclops are also noteworthy as far as a 
strong display of artistic talent on the part 
of the studio staff. The only small com-

plaint I have personally as far as any of 
the show’s art would lay in the anime’s 
fairly  generic intro. From an artistic point-
of-view, there isn’t much that is notewor-
thy about it. It displays a few battle scenes 
while introducing each of the characters 
using few style or colour filters.

Aside from my one minor complaint, 
there isn’t much about Maria the Vir-
gin Witch that fans of the fantasy genre 
wouldn’t find enjoyable. The anime de-
livers in action, suspense, storyline, art, 
and laughs. I highly recommend this for 
anyone looking for a light-hearted yet in-
triguing travel through this history-based 
adventure. §

Anime Review: Maria the Virgin Witch
Genre: Fantasy, Magic, Seinen    Studio: Production 1.G       Rating: 4 / 5

chelsey venn, buga

Cameron Flamand is a proud Métis 

Fine Arts student who is graduating this 
year. His thesis statement “Nishtawinnakay-
en: Recognizing” was on display from March 
15th  to the 21st, 2015 at the Glen P Suther-
land Art Gallery. He held his reception on 
March 19th from 7:00 - 9:00 pm. At the re-
ception his friends, family, fellow students 
and professors gathered to view his pieces 
and praise him for his hard work and dedi-
cation. Nishatawinnakayen is a Michif word 
that conveys the spiritual nature of recogni-
tion through Métis culture. 

The evening started with Cameron 

mentioning his late Grandmother who 
passed away only a few short weeks 
before his thesis was on display and 
dedicating an area and some of his 
work to her. 

The Sweet Grass Medicine singers 
performers a few traditional songs and 
then Cameron mingled with his sup-
port network answering questions and 
enjoying the completion of his jour-
ney and hard work. “It’s been a long 
5 years and I am proud to be graduat-
ing. It has been an amazing experience 
being at Brandon University; this isn’t 
said enough at this school.” §

Nishtawinnakayen: Recognizing
Fine Arts Thesis Gallery

Jill vanderheiden, reporter

I would like to introduce different 

types of immigration process to Canada. 
If you want to immigrate to Canada, there 
are three major types of immigrants com-
ing to Canada: Economic Class, Family 
Class and Refugees.

Economic Class  
1) Skilled Workers and Professionals: 

For people who meet certain education 
and work experience requirements and 
want to settle and work in Canada. 

2) Business immigration: For inves-
tors, entrepreneurs, and self-employed 
people who want to start a business in 
Canada.

3) Self-employed person: Self-em-

ployed people are restricted to farmers, 
athletes, artists and cultural contribu-
tors.

Family Class 
1) Sponsoring your family: sponsor a 

close relative to join you in Canada if you 
are a permanent resident or Canadian 
citizen.

2) International Adoption:  bring your 
adopted child to Canada and apply for 
his/her Canadian permanent residence 
or citizenship.

Refugees - for people who fear re-
turning to their home country. 

It is an extraordinary difficult process 
to immigrate to Canada. The process 
takes years. §

claire song, coluMnist

Global View: Coming to Canada
It is roughly the same going the opposite way
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Study Brea� – 5

Dear Quentin,
I have a slight problem and would 

greatly appreciate your advice. I have de-
veloped a sleep walking problem. I have 
been waking up outside in my underwear. 
Please help. 

Kelsey A.
 

Dear Kelsey,
I have bad news for you. You may be a 

vampire or at least have the vampire sick-
ness inside of you. If you haven’t killed 
anyone yet and partaken of their blood, 
then there is still a chance for you. But, 
once the sickness forces you to kill, the 
change will be complete and you will be-
come soulless monster. 

Vampirism, or Vampyra Nosferatia, is 
an old disease given to mankind by de-
mons to test mankind’s resolve. It often 
initially presents with sleep issues and 
loss of memory. Be aware of your sexuali-
ty for the next little while because you may 
be trying to seduce the people around 
you without even realizing it. In fact that 
is what your body is probably doing while 
you are sleeping. It’s just trying to release 

that illness to the people around you. 
My advice, buy a mule and go live in 

the mountains. Don’t see anyone ever and 
have your family airdrop food and supplies 
to you as you need them. If you don’t see 
anyone, you won’t kill or sleep with any-
one and condemn them to an eternity of 
torturous, decayed villainy.

Also, avoid garlic and holy ground, 
though I am not a hundred percent as to 
the validity of this one. I eat a lot of Ital-
ian food (because it is cheap) and it has 
not stopped any of the undead from mak-
ing a pass at me. Just last week two Nos-
feratu ladies dressed in shirts that said 
Budweiser tried to seduce me. You won’t 
get Quentin Quill that easily, you vile de-
mons. 

Hope this helps,
Quentin

Quentin Quill is an 18th century time 
traveler trapped in BU. He has not yet 
declared a major or even attended class 
in the last several months. He survives 
vampire attacks by keeping a steady sup-
ply of delicious ape blood around. Most 
vampires can’t tell the difference.

If you have a question for Quentin 
please email him at missq@thequill.
ca. He promises not to yell. If Quentin 
chooses your question you get a free 
Quill T-shirt. They make for excellent 
washcloths and/or rope, when tied to-
gether.

As� Quentin 

024 – Lindsay McLachlan
Area: No known area
Cry: Communication is key.

McLachlan is a Speech-type Prof who is 

seen primarily in the evenings at Clark 

Hall. She has been with the University 

since 2007, and when not teaching can 

be found reading or spending time 

with her family. Her Special Move is 

Communication, which she is always 

working to power up with Bonus Exp.

A term to describe when 
something is perfect or “on 

point”, its origins are un-
known. However it dates 

back to at least 2003, with the 
earliest record of it on Urban 
Dictionary. The adjective can 
be used to describe almost 
anything, but recently has 

been used to describe physi-
cal appearance (ie. “eyebrows 
on fl eek”). It’s time to kick this 

slang to the curb after more 
than a decade of fl eekin’.

“On Fleek”

The work study program provides 

an opportunity for faculty to hire students 
and to provide employment for them. 
Through work study, a faculty will apply 
for funding which is split 50/50 between 
BUSU and Brandon University. Funding 
allotments are paid to the student for 
their work and are typically approximately 
$2000. The projects are most often used 
for research and may include fi eld/de-

gree relevant projects, however the types 
of projects funded can be wide ranging.

The application period is between 
March 2nd, 2015 and ends March 30th, 
2015. 

Interested people will fi nd the applica-
tion form available on the BUSU website, 
and they can be scanned and emailed to: 
workstudy@busu.ca. §

Work Study Program: Gaining                                                                    
Relevant Work Experience
Follow your interests

Joseph Kruger, reporter
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The Evans Theatre is located on 
on campus in the George T. Richardson 
Building, next to the library. They show 
main features at 7:30 PM on Fridays, Sat-
urdays, and Sundays for $6. 

For the weekend of March 27th - 29th 
a action drama entitled ‘71 will be shown. 
‘71 is about a young British soldier who 
was unknowingly abandoned in Belfast 
during a riot, the film features his journey 
in an unknown, alien landscape. 

The following weekend, April 3rd - 4th 
features a film called Birdman. This film 

is about a man who attempts to make a 
comeback in his acting career by appear-
ing in a Broadway play, and the difficulties 
the man faces in doing so. Due to this be-
ing Easter weekend, there will be no show-
ing of the film on April 5th, Easter Sunday.

On April 10th a special event will be 
taking place as The Evans Theatre shows 
a documentary entitled The Family Farm. 
The film is about the difficulties that farms 
across Canada face. In similar fashion, 
another special film entitled On the Trail 
of the Far Fur Country will be shown April 
11th and 12th. This is a documentary about 
the Canadian fur trade in 1919 and is also 

a chronicle of how life has changed in the 
North over the last century. This showing 
is considered an extra special event be-
cause the filmmaker will be in attendance 
at the Saturday night showing of On the 
Trail of the Far Fur Trade. 

For the weekend of April 17th - 19th the 
theatre will be showing a foreign drama 
entitled Wild Tales. The film is about los-
ing control, deception in love, tragedy and 
the return of the past. 

The following weekend, April 24th - 
26th features a film based on true events. 
Foxcatcher is based on a multi-millionaire 
who coaches an Olympic wrestling team 

whilst gaining the friendship and rever-
ence of their leader. It is a very dramatic 
film with some tragedy. 

If you find that you enjoy partaking in 
shows at The Evans Theatre so much you 
go again and again, you can even get a 
value ticket pack. Rather than pay $6 per 
movie, you can buy 5 tickets in advance 
and use them for whatever movie(s) you 
want at a price of $20 for all 5 tickets (this 
is the student price). By doing this you are 
saving $2 per ticket, that $2 conveniently 
being the cost of any item in the conces-
sion. So really, you’re getting a free snack 
if you buy your tickets in advance. §

Evans Theatre Spring Showings
“Everything I learned, I learned from the movies.”― Audrey Hepburn

Kayla neiMan, reporter

When it comes to video games, few 

franchises boast the stamina and finan-
cial success of Square Enix’s Final Fan-
tasy series. When one thinks about “role 
playing” as a video game genre, often the 
beloved mix of epic storylines, dramatic 
characters, signature music, and vast, 
colourful worlds that make up each en-
try of Final Fantasy are at the top of what 
comes to mind. There are few gamers who 
fail to have at least one favourite entry in 
this 40+ series of multi-genre games, and 
there aren’t many  game enthusiasts who 
could possibly fail to recognize the series’ 
unique and signature character styles.

Of the many different games that make 
up the numbered entries of Final Fantasy, 
Final Fantasy XIII is unique in that it’s the 
first numbered entry to have not one but 
two direct sequels. Of the three games 
that could be called the Final Fantasy XIII 
mini-series, I’ve played two to completion 
and am almost finished the third and fi-
nal installment of the trio, “Lightning Re-
turns”. The title refers to the mini-series’ 
signature character, Lightning, a young 
woman with light rose-coloured hair and 
a standoffish attitude. Unlike the previous 
two installments, Lightning Returns fea-
tures Lightning herself as the game’s sole 
playable character.

While the first two games of the mini-
series are criticized for being highly linear, 
Lightning Returns almost immediately 
goes out of its way to be seen as their 
polar opposite... using gameplay that re-
volves around the completion of major 
and minor quests for the inhabitants of 
the dying world that the game’s story 
takes place in. While the quest-system 
isn’t necessarily poorly implemented, its’ 
glaring differences from Final Fantasy XIII 
and XIII-2 might make it so that fans of 
the previous games will have a bit of a 
difficult time warming up to both the new 
battle and quest systems. 

Lightning Returns mainly focuses on 
two different types of gameplay: the battle 
system which is based around switching 
Lightning between different “garbs” and 
thus skills and abilities in order to defeat 
enemies, and the quest system which 
brings into play the use of time-of-day-
based quests; each with their own small 
plotline and set of rewards. And on the 
subject of reward, one doesn’t “level up” 
their abilities through fighting battles as 
per usual RPG standard... instead, Light-
ning gains small amounts of status points 
by completing quests, both relevent and 
non in relation to the game’s main plotline. 
Sadly, some of these quests can get both 
monotonous and ridiculous in execution... 
sometimes with quest rewards that rival 
their means in silliness such as giant par-

ty hats or thick-framed hipster glasses.
The biggest detriment to my enjoy-

ment of Lightning Returns sits in the imple-
mentation of its quest system, and by that 
I mean the addition of a large time-limit 
on the entire game’s storyline as a way of 
presenting the story’s main premise: the 
world is going to end in 7 days and it’s up 
to you to stop it by saving the souls of the 
world’s inhabitants by completing their re-
spective quests. If one does not complete 
enough quests by certain checkpoints in 
the game, it’s game over and the player is 
forced to start the game’s storyline over 
anew. This feature probably isn’t that big 
of an issue for some players, however for 
anyone who claims to be even a bit of a 
completionist, it poses big issues with a 
lot of the quest objectives being extreme-
ly obscure, failable, and even worse: re-
stricted to certain times of the day with 
no way to turn forward or back time. The 
game is nearly impossible to complete in 
full without using some sort of guide--a 
trait that sadly kills a lot of the enjoyability 
for myself and probably many others.

Design flaws aside, Lightning Returns 
also has some unique and interesting 
concepts as well. As mentioned earlier, 
Lightning uses different “garbs”, or out-
fits, to customize her skillset. By setting 
three different garbs for use in battle, one 
can quickly and easilly switch between 
them as a way of customizing one’s battle 
dynamics. There are also a LOT of garbs 
to choose from, making skill combina-
tions nearly endless.

Overall, Lightning Returns suffers 
from some good ideas with poor execu-
tion, sprinkled with too much pointless 
fan-service and topped off with a some-
what unlikeable though stylish main char-
acter. The storyline is difficult to follow--ex-
tremely more so if one hasn’t played the 
first two installments of the mini-series--
and a lot of the content such as monster 
designs and music is simply straight-up 
recycled from the first two games. While 
the game isn’t terrible, it certainly isn’t 
one of the more memorable parts of gam-
ing’s famous role-playing franchise. §

Game Review: Final Fantasy Xiii: Lightning Returns
Genre: Action, RPG       Developers: Square Enix, tri-Ace       Platforms: X360, PS3, PC          Rating: 4 / 5

chelsey venn, buga

Over past years, SUDS has put on 

open mic nights every Wednesday from 
10:00 PM until 1:00 AM for students and 
non-students to showcase their talents. 
You can sing, play instruments, read po-
etry or other literature, or do a comedy 
show. It is a way for people to get out there 
in the public if they have never done big 
shows before. It’s awesome that our uni-

versity offers this! Unfortunately, over the 
past year SUDS has not been very busy 
with their open mic nights unlike other 
years; people used to fight over the slots 
to perform.  People are either too busy 
with their academic lives or they’re really 
busy with work. 

The general manager, Karla Voth, is 
thinking about either getting rid of it or 
setting it up differently like jazz nights; 
where people who are interested in per-
forming would have to pre book a time slot 

and advertise online to encourage people 
to come out and enjoy their show. Having 
open mic nights set up the way jazz nights 
are might help SUDS get more business. 
If people do not want this to happen, 
because they do not want the hassle of 
phoning in order to book a time slot; then 
we need to encourage others through 
the word of mouth to motivate others 
to perform. Advertisements like this ar-
ticle might bring back SUDS Wednesday 
night’s business. 

It’s really fantastic to see many of 
the talented people perform at open mic 
nights! It is also nice to see that non-
students can come out to showcase their 
talents, this way it is fair for everyone! It 
would be terrible to see open mic come to 
an end or get set up differently! 

SUDS encourages everyone to come 
out and showcase their talent and/or sup-
port their fellow peers and performers. §

Editorial: Keep SUDS Open Mic Night Alive
Let people sing their hearts out for fun.

aleca antonaKis
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Upcoming Events
What’s Going on Around Brandon?

March keeps getting more and 

more exciting in the city of Brandon! 
March 24th: BU Concert Choir will be 

presenting Mozart Requiem at the St. 
Matthew’s Cathedral (403 13th St), with 
several guest on vocals and piano, start 
time is 8:00 PM, admission is $6 (student 
price).

March 25th: BU Guitar Ensemble, Eck-
hardt Gramatte Guitar Ensemble and the 
Suzuki Guitar Group will be performing in 
the Lorne Watson Recital Hall, start time 
is 7:00 PM, admission is free.

March 26th - 29th: Mecca Productions 
will be performing Jesus Christ Superstar 
at the WMCA, tickets are $25 (student 
price), showtimes are Thursday/Friday/
Saturday at 7:30 PM, Sunday at 2:00 PM, 
for more information see wmca.ca.

March 28th: Winnipeg author Kath-
erena Vermette will be doing a reading 
of her book North End Love Song (a col-
lection of poetry) at the Brandon Public 
Library, start time is 1:00 PM, all are wel-
come, admission is free.

March 28th: The BU Orchestra will be 
presenting their final concert of the term 
at the St. Matthew’s Cathedral (403 13th 
St), music played will be from the 20th and 
21st centuries, featured at the concert will 
be this year’s concerto competition win-
ner Kelly Wu, admission is $8 (student 
price).

March 30th - April 4th: The Royal Mani-
toba Winter Fair will be at the Keystone 
Center, events to be held include horse 
jumping and heavy horse competitions, 
livestock sales and displays, live enter-
tainment, and more than 300 individual 
exhibits, for more info please see bran-
donfairs.com/winterfair.

March 31st: BU Chorale will be 
performing at the St. Matthew’s Ca-
thedral (403 13th St.) accompanied 
by guest organist Lottie Enns-braun, 
start time is 8:00 PM, admission is 
$6 (student price).

April 2nd: The Roadhouse will be 
holding a themed night called “Ay 
Caramba! 90’s night”.April 2nd - 4th: 
The Rotary Club Spring Book Sale will 
be held in the Imperial Ballroom at 
the Vic’ Inn (3550 Victoria Ave).

April 3rd: Due to the holiday 
(Good Friday) the campus clinic will 
be closed.

April 4th: ACC is hosting their 2nd 
Easter Eggstravaganza egg hunt at 
the North Hill Campus (1035 1st St. 
N), start time is 1:00 PM, egg hunt 
(children ages 12 and under) and races 
(children ages 12-14) begin at 1:30 PM, 
all are welcome, please bring your own 

basket, free candy and prizes available, 
parking is in the Len Evans Center for 
Trades and Technology. §

ashlyn pearce, senior reporter
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New Multi-Media Messaging App Hitting BU
Socializing has never been so easy

British Columbian company Vid-

ao Messenger is releasing a new multi-
media app in the near future, and they 
are searching for BU students to help in-
troduce it to our university in the Clash of 
the Campuses competition. 

Keeping participants connected with 
friends and family, the Vidao Messenger 
app allows students to share stickers, 
make voice calls, conference with multi-
way HD video calling, group chats, and 
cloud storage. While the app may seem 
like simply another redundant social me-
dia outlet, it actually serves the function 
of several existing apps, such as Face-
book and Skype, by offering multiple mes-
saging services under a single platform. 

The Vidao Messenger team is quite 
excited for the app’s release. “Vidao Mes-
senger Inc. is expecting to be the hottest 

new messaging app on the market,” says 
Media and Public Relations Manager Trev-
or McManus. “By the end of our fourth 
quarter, we are projecting 10 million 
downloads in North America. Our main 
goal is to connect users from our home 
base in BC to the rest of the world via text, 
calls, and video.”

Due to the app’s potential for wide-
spread accessibility and multi-functional 
nature, the company has high expecta-
tions for its success among university stu-
dents, the main target demo for the app. 

“If you are working on a group project, 
you are now all connected instantly with 
multi-way HD video calling, group chats, 
voice calls, and the cloud storage where 
you can instantly share any sort of file,” 
explains McManus.

To gather support for the new app, 
Vidao Messenger is hosting a nation-wide 
Clash of the Campuses competition, in 
which they have invited BU to participate. 

McManus challenges all social media 
wizzes to compete against universities 
across Canada for various scholarship 
prizes. To become an ambassador for the 
project, students must submit a 250 word 
write up and/or a short video entailing 
their qualifications and strategies for the 
competition as part of Clash of the Cam-
puses. As student ambassadors for the 
brand, individuals must build a crew of 
3-4 students and develop their own mar-
keting strategy to gather as many users as 
possible by any means necessary. 

“They will be in a national competi-
tion so we are expecting some very cre-
ative results,” says McManus. “[…] Basi-
cally nothing is off limits when it comes 
to Clash of the Campuses, as long as it is 
legal of course!”

The top three users who gather the 
greatest following are eligible for to win 
separate scholarships of $2500, 
$1500, and $500.

Other post-secondary institutions 
participating include British Columbia’s 
Douglas College and University of British 
Columbia, Alberta’s University of Alberta 
and University of Calgary, Saskatche-
wan’s University’s Saskatchewan, Mani-
toba’s University of Manitoba and Red 
River College, as well as several colleges 
and universities across the Maritime and 
northern provinces.

“We expect that the Clash of the 
Campuses will spread like wildfire across 
Canada within universities,” says Mc-
Manus. “We are hoping that we can get 
some really creative and energetic brand 
ambassadors who can put us and them-
selves on the map!”

To participate in Clash of the Cam-
puses or learn more about Vidao Messen-
ger Inc., travel to their website at http://
ambassador.vidao.com/. §

holly KalyniuK, assistant editor-in-chief

Fall Employment Available at Student Services
Your knowledge of BU could actually come in handy...

holly KalyniuK, assistant editor-in-chief

In the next few weeks before the start 

of April, BU Student Services Student Suc-
cess Officer Courtney Adams is recruiting 
for the paid position of Student Ambassa-
dor for the 2015-16 school year.

The role of a Student Ambassador is 
quite simple. In addition to leading the 
Student for a Day program, Student Am-
bassadors are expected to give campus 
tours to prospective students, assist in 
recruitment and retention initiatives, and 
occasionally travel on the road with Adams 
to various recruitment events and high 
schools throughout Manitoba, including 
the annual Brandon Career Symposium in 

early March. 
“The biggest event where I rely on 

all my Student Ambassadors heavily is 
the Brandon Career Symposium,” says 
Adams. “The Student Ambassadors give 
campus tours to over 300 students over 
the two days, as well as talk to thousands 
of students as they visit the BU booth at 
the career fair.”

Students suitable for the position of 
an Ambassador possess excellent com-
munication, presentation, teamwork, and 
time-management skills. Some of the 
most successful Ambassadors, however, 
are those who can share their experienc-
es and positively engage with future BU 
students. “Student Ambassadors are a 
huge part of recruitment team in that they 

are often the first contact many students 
ever have with BU,” Adams explains. 

Paramount to the role of an Ambas-
sador is their leadership role on campus. 
“They are the face of BU,” says Adams, 
“and their interactions help to foster pride 
in BU and encourage prospective students 
to embark on their own BU journey.”

After applying and following one’s ac-
ceptance, he or she must attend a man-
datory training session at the start of Sep-
tember, as well as a couple staff meetings 
throughout the school year. Due to hectic 
student course loads, Adams is flexible 
in allowing Ambassadors to pick shifts to 
fit their schedule. This year alone, some 
students worked as little as six hours a 
month while others over six hours in a 

week alone.
Student Services will accept applica-

tions for the position of Student Ambas-
sador until April 3rd, 2015. All students in-
terested in applying should forward their 
resume and two letters of reference to 
Courtney Adams (adamsc@brandonu.ca) 
at Student Services. Only successful can-
didates will be contacted.

Adams says between ten and twelve 
Ambassadors will be needed next year, 
and excitedly encourages all interested in 
the position to apply.

For more information on available 
Student Ambassador positions, including 
start dates, wages, and academic require-
ments, head to their website: https://
www.brandonu.ca/jobs/job/647/. §
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Art Supplies For Sale:

From the Drawing I Course
If interested please text 

Emma at:
204-720-9192

 
15th Annual Spring Record & 

Music Sale

Happening Sunday, April 12th 
from 11:00 AM - 5:00 PM at the 
Park Community Centre. Cof-
fee and lunch available, various 
types of music for sale. Will also 
be collecting non-perishable 
foods for the Samaritan House. 
Call Don @ 726-0703 for more 
info

 

ABBY ROSE

Dress shabbily and they re-
member the dress; dress 
impeccably and they remember 
the woman.
ABBY ROSE new and used 
clothing and accessories | 912 
Rosser Ave. | facebook.com/
irandaabbyrose

Futurpreneur Funding Fiesta
...alliteration is my friend

ariele Kehler, reporter

John E. Robbins library’s gathering 
space had the honour of hosting Futur-
preneur Canada for an announcement 
regarding funding for the program. Kevin 
Chief, Minister of Jobs and the Economy 
for the Manitoba Provincial Government, 
has announced that the Province will be 

donating $200,000 over the next two 
years to assist with helping new entrepre-
neurs fund their business ideas in rural 
and Northern Manitoba.

Futurpreneur, previously branded as 
CFYB, exists to help people aged 18 to 
39 achieve their goals of starting a small 
business. They provide financing and 
mentoring to these fledgling entrepre-

neurs, and are currently working on a pro-
gram to provide after care as well. Thanks 
to Futurpreneur’s aide, more than 5,600 
entrepreneurs have been able to follow 
their dreams and open successful small 
businesses, including Brandon Universi-
ty’s own Rhoni Mohanraj, owner of Trident 
Music Services. §
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