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It was no Rock the Block ...

Busu’s Crash the Courtyard on Fri-

day was a success with headliner Aaron 
Pritchett taking to the stage and deliver-
ing a high energy performance. 

The courtyard opened at 3:30 PM with 
performances by student bands Wheat 
City Brass, followed by CHEL and VENN. 
The afternoon started out slowly with a 
low turn-out during the first three bands, 
but things picked up as the night went on 
and we got closer to the main act. 

It was during Odd Man Out, and Man 
Alive that the crowd started to really trick-
le in. 

Aaron Pritchett sang for a packed 
courtyard when he got on stage following 

Man Alive. Pritchett performed on time, 
as scheduled at 10:30 PM, but on social 
media the word was that he was expected 
for 9:00 PM. It was a little trick by BUSU to 
get people in sooner to catch the opening 
acts. It worked, and the courtyard filled up 
by the time he got to the stage. 

Regina Band Odd Man Out crossed 
genres and covered songs from Bon Jovi’s 
“Living on a Prayer”, to Nicki Minaj’s “Star-
ships”, to Robin Thicke’s “Blurred Lines”. 
Manitoba’s own, Man Alive’s played an 
impressive roster original music, played 

to a receptive crowd. Pritchett finished the 
night by performing a mix of his popular 
and anticipated “Hold My Beer”, inter-
spersed with pop country and rock and 
roll songs. 

Aaron Thompson, President of BUSU, 
had this to say about the event, “I am 
proud to have been part of this event, 
working with so many fantastic students, 
staff, faculty and administration we pulled 
off an excellent party. It is my hope future 
BUSU executive take note of many of the 
issues we faced, and make this event 
even better to serve students and the city 
of Brandon in the future.”

BUSU hosted the controversial Rock 
The Block in previous years, and featured 
bands like The Sheepdogs, Trooper, My 

Darkest Days, and Helix. For the year-
ly  Rock The Block, the City of Brandon 
closed off Rosser Avenue for the student 
organized block party. Some years were 
more successful than others, as seen last 
year when the student union lost $40,000 
for the event. 

BUSU was criticized last year for hold-
ing the event too soon after classes start-
ed, which did not give very much time to 
advertise. Crash the Courtyard was a dif-
ferent animal altogether with a later date 
in the semester, a country star headliner, 
and a smaller venue. Crash The Court-
yard seemed a success and could likely 
be the new, big annual event we plan to 
rock court yards and crash... everything 
else. §

Joseph Kruger, senior reporter

... It was Crash the Courtyard

“we pulled off an 
excellent party...”
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News – 2 

“What’s this about water in the 

Brodie Building?” several students asked 
themselves early last week. Not many 
would have heard of the water leaking from 
the basement level of the Brodie Building. 
As is usually the case, rumours spread, 
such as the pipes burst from pressure in 
one of the washrooms to partially flooding 
a number of rooms, causing students to be 
removed from class – this wasn’t exactly 
what happened. 

And it is difficult finding out what did. 

The problem of these broken pipes had 
been dealt with quite quickly before anyone 
could have really known that there was an 
issue. The water was reported to the main 
science office in the Brodie Building, who 
then contacted the Physical Plant. The Quill 
contacted the Physical Plant and spoke to 
Dordon Neal, Director of the Physical Plant 
to find out exactly what happened. The situ-
ation was described as a ‘non-issue’ and 
minor in comparison to what the Physical 
Plant staff have dealt with in the past. The 
staff had turned off the water, then began 
their search for the problem. What had hap-

pened was a simple gasket had just lived 
out its usefulness; giving out, causing wa-
ter to leak from the pipe. By the time they 
had found the problem to cleaning it up, 
the pipe problem was resolved in less than 
an hour. 

Considering the story that initially 
came to the Quill through the rumour mill, 
the fact that Gordon’s staff was done and 
gone before most could see the problem 
was outstanding. As Gordon said, “A good 
job done by the maintenance department, 
is invisible to the rest of the campus.” §

Broken Pipes? 
michAel henry, reporter

The chamber has been reopened

Communications Officer Beshera Resigns
BU Left Mute

Alex Beshera’s last day as BU’s 

Communications Officer will be September 
22nd, 2015, and BU is in the process of hir-
ing another candidate to fill his shoes.

For the last four years, Beshara was 
responsible for managing BU’s digital com-
munications, including social media plat-
forms, an experience he called rewarding 
as he prepared for his final days with the 
university staff.

“I’m extremely grateful for the experi-
ence and creative freedom given to me by 
BU,” Beshara said. “I’ll always have fond 

memories of Brandon and its University as 
I head back home to Ottawa.”

Due to his talent and aptitudes, Be-
shara’s role in the campus and beyond 
broadened during his time with BU to in-
clude graphic design, copywriting, and me-
dia relations. 

“Most notably, I managed BU’s institu-
tional rebrand and built its main social me-
dia presence from the ground up,” Beshara 
said. “Comparable strides in terms of com-
munications have been made as I collabo-
rated with units on various projects to help 
bring our institution’s story to life.”

On behalf of BU, Beshara even accept-
ed the Silver PRIX D’EXCELLENCE award, in 

the Best Institutional Branding category, at 
the Canadian Council for Advancement of 
Education (CCAE) Conference in Montreal, 
Quebec earlier this summer. The university 
received the award for their new, meticu-
lously crafted logo, which was unveiled dur-
ing Homecoming Weekend celebrations in 
fall of 2014.

Recent CO Glen Kirby also left his po-
sition earlier this year, but both Vice-Pres-
ident (Administration and Finance) Scott 
Lamont and Beshara assured us the two 
recent vacancies are unrelated.

Lamont also said the university is cur-
rently creating advertisements for both va-
cancies. §

BU’s New Vice President Academic and Provost
The VPAP is not a venereal disease...

This year Brandon University has 
taken on a new Vice President Academic 
and Provost. 

Dr. Steve Robinson will be holding the 
position for the year as the University scouts 
for a more permanent figure to spearhead 
the duties assigned to this position. Typical-
ly, Dr. Robinson is a professor in the philos-
ophy department teaching a wide range of 
courses however he comments that “I’ll still 
be teaching this year, but only one course 
each term”. This is to help him stay in the 
classroom as well as be able to manage the 

duties that he has recently undertaken. 
The VPAP sits on a number of commit-

tees, many of them as the chair, “I help to 
shepherd academic proposals through the 
senate as well as [making sure] proposals 
are being heard”. 

“I’m responsible for encouraging re-
search and supporting it in all kinds of 
ways” Dr. Robinson comments, noting that 
the Research Services  office is attached to 
the VPAP’s office. “Primarily [this research 
is from] professors, but research from stu-
dents is being encouraged all the time. The 
technical duties of the research office most-
ly involve external granting agencies. Most 
students that utilize this are students going 

off to master’s school” Dr. Robinson states. 
“The research is coming from all areas of 
the university, all of the time. People 
from all across campus are featured in 
GameChangers with really outstanding 
research achievements.” GameChang-
ers is a publication on campus published 
by the research office to promote the re-
search that is taking place by students 
and staff. 

A more permanent VPAP would hold 
the position for a term of 5 years. It is not 
unusual at all for VP’s to hold more than 
one consecutive term, although it hasn’t 
been done recently at BU. §

Ashlyn peArce, copy eDitor

holly KAlyniuK, AssistAnt eDitor-in-chief

Senate Passes Motions to Ease Course Transfer
As long as you have over a C in the class

Senate convened for the first time 
this school year earlier this month. The 
primary topic of concern was the ease of 
transfer for students between post-sec-
ondary institutions. A motion was passed 
allowing transfer students to start fresh 
– their GPA from their previous college or 
university will not follow them to BU. Their 
grades will instead be recorded on a pass/
fail basis. Courses that received less than a 

C-grade will not be eligible for transfer due 
to the courses that require a C minimum as 
a pre-requisite.

Senate passed a further motion stat-
ing that minors are to be declared after 18 
credit hours have been completed in the 
field of choice. Students pursuing Bach-
elors of Arts or Science should also note 
that there is no longer a maximum number 
of subject areas within their faculty. Previ-
ously, students were limited to no more 
than ten different areas of study, with sub-
sequent areas being declared “undue dis-

persion”. 
The final item on the Senate agenda 

was instituting a formal way for graduating 
or near-graduation students to appeal for 
a degree requirement to be substituted or 
waived. A problem that many BU students 
run into when they apply for graduation is 
a lack of requirements in their Major or Mi-
nor due to the courses needed not being 
offered in their graduating year. The new 
appeal process will aid in the completion of 
many post-secondary degrees. §

Ariele Kehler, BureAucrAcy corresponDent



The soccer season is underway, as 

the first games, which were held on the 12th-
13th, resulted in a mixed bag of a victories 
and defeats. The opponents they faced were 
the Canadian Mennonite University on Satur-
day and Red River College on Sunday. 

The women’s team played well and re-
ceived their first win of the year as they domi-
nated the CMU Blazers, beating them 4-0. 
The game on Sunday offered a greater chal-
lenge for the women as they lost, 1-2 against 
Red River College. Jessica Slimmon is respon-

sible for 2 goals, whereas Rylee White, Kelly 
Whitmore and Jaycee Castle each scored 1.

The men’s team had a tougher week-
end as their first game resulted in a loss to 
the Blazers, getting shutout 0-4. The sec-
ond game of the weekend, played at home 
against Red River produced better results as 
the game ended in a tie at 1-1. Zach Wal-
baum was responsible for the goal for BU, 
with less than a minute left in the first half. 

The soccer teams had other games 
that were held this past weekend, the 19th-
20th as they played ACC and Providence. The 
games were held here at the HLC and in 

Shilo. The score for 
those games will 
be released in the 
Quill’s next issue. 
BU’s soccer teams 
on the 26th-27th will 
be playing in Winni-
peg and their next 
home game will be 
on Oct. 3rd-4th. §

3 — Volume 106, Issue 3 — September 22nd, 2015

Sports – 3

The annual baseball game, played 
since the beginning of time (or since the 
beginning of your time… freshmen) took 
place this past Friday as the two giants of 
Geology and Geography faced off to try 
and once again claim the title of which 
faculty was more betterer. 

The bitter rivalry has been going on 
for ages and can never seem to end (no 
one really appeared to even know when it 
started). Both teams played a great game 
though. This game, although closely relat-
ed should not to be confused with base-

ball. It involved drinking beer, not gato-
rade, running your mouth, not bases, and 
throwing snide comments, not baseballs. 
The score was close and the game was 
extremely entertaining at the least, prob-
ably a hundred times funnier and more 
fun then a professional baseball game. 
Well played by both sides. 

The most intense part of the game 
had to be President Brandice Hollier’s 
battle cry as she tried to rally the BUGS 
(which are not insects but the members 
of the Geography faculty). “Beers will be 
spilt, bases will be stolen, hearts will be 
shattered, a sore day, a hungover day, a 
red day, and as the sun sets, we play, we 

play baseball, play to ruin and the worlds 
ending, (chanting in background “base-
ball baseball baseball”) for Geography!!!” 
(That may have been taken out of context 
and may be closer associated to LOTR.
(Thats a joke Obama.))

But in all seriousness it was an awe-
some game to witness. The players didn’t 
drink nearly that much and it was a fun 
time had by all. I hope this article is just 
able to kind of create that same fun and 
intensity that the actual baseball game 
was able to convey to its players and 
fans. They appeared to take the game se-
rious on both sides, and it was an excit-
ing game. Thank you to BUGS president 

Brandice for actually speaking to me and 
explaining what the baseball game was 
actually about. Thank you to all who par-
ticipated, and other faculties please feel 
free to step up and follow the example. 
Congrats to all members who participat-
ed and best of luck next year.

But who will win next year? Who will 
lose in 10 years from now? Will we ever 
discover which field of Geo is more impor-
tant? Where is Waldo? Read the weekly 
edition of The Quill every so often to find 
these mind boggling questions, no an-
swers though, we do not get paid enough 
for answers. §

Geography vs. Geology Bash
roBert KillAm iii, senior sports reporter

Beer, baseball, and most importantly (second to beer) bragging rights

Young Individuals from Canada  

lined up on the Northern side of the in-
ternational border with young people 
from the United States lined up along the 
South. Each determined to fight and bring 
home victory to their country, their home 
towns and their universities. That’s right, 
it’s not the war of 1812… It’s Battle on the 
Border!

The 4th annual Battle on the Border 
took place on Sunday, September 13th, 
2015 at the International Peace Gardens. 
35 students from BU met 35 students 
from Minot State University at the Inter-
national Peace Gardens to participate in 

one of the most anticipated orientation 
events… a dodgeball game of epic propor-
tions with not only bragging rights but a 
trophy awarded to the victors.  

Students lined up on courts, of which 
the centre line ran along the exact border 
of Canada and the United States, BU on 
the Canadian side of the border and MSU 
on the other. Then the chanting and mo-
rale peaked; the final game was about to 
begin. The frenzy began as the trophy was 
brought out and placed in front of a ref-
eree directly along the border.  The teams 
faced each other and a hush grew over 
the field. The only sound was the piercing 
sound of the whistle and then pounding 
feet as everyone rushed to grab a ball. 

One by one as the players were hit the 

numbers started to dwindle and it seemed 
that the end was nigh. The last ball con-
nected with the leg of the remaining play-
er from Minot State. Brandon University 
erupted  in joyous yells as they rushed 
onto the field. The trophy was held high 
as Bailey the Bobcat was raised onto the 
shoulders of some of the players. A proud 
and enthusiastic version of ‘O Canada’ 
was sang. For the first time in the entire 
history of Battle on the Border, Brandon 
University won and brought home the tro-
phy.

Harsh Nair, a BU student and first 
time Battle on the Border participant and 
International student from India said, “It 
was a great experience. Battle on the 
Border teaches great sportsman spirit. 

We could learn and interact with people 
whose culture is totally different from 
us.”  Camaraderie and friendship is built 
between participating students.  “Battle 
on the Border is more fun each year. The 
sportsmanship was better this year than 
ever before.” said Madison Arnold, a 4th 
year Psychology major from MSU.

Organizers within Student Services 
have already begun planning t-shirt de-
signs and food options for Battle on the 
Border 2016. While BU Archeology major 
Kristin Smart said she is proud to be on 
the first winning team for Brandon Univer-
sity, a 2nd year student from Minot State 
University, Moriya Shahadat warns us to 
enjoy our trophy, because they are taking 
it back next year! §

Dodgeball Annual Border Battle Victorious
Jill VAnDerheiDen, reporter

The line between the US & Canada is drawn…

SUDS WEEKLY EVENTS:
Monday - Free Pool (all day)
Tuesday - Student Bingo (6:00 PM-8:00 PM)
Wednesday - Locals Live (9:00 PM-Midnight)
Thursday - Jazz Night (10:00 PM -Midnight)
Friday - Jenga (starts at 4:30 PM)
All events are FREE!

off to master’s school” Dr. Robinson states. 
“The research is coming from all areas of 
the university, all of the time. People 
from all across campus are featured in 
GameChangers with really outstanding 
research achievements.” GameChang-
ers is a publication on campus published 
by the research office to promote the re-
search that is taking place by students 
and staff. 

A more permanent VPAP would hold 
the position for a term of 5 years. It is not 
unusual at all for VP’s to hold more than 
one consecutive term, although it hasn’t 
been done recently at BU. §

Bobcat’s Action: Soccer
roBert KillAm iii, senior sports reporter

Men’s & Women’s Soccer update

The Intramurals list has in-

creased and many more options are now 
available for any people looking for some a 
fun and exciting experiences. The options 
vary from high intensity workouts like boot-
camp, to relaxed sessions of yoga, and team 
sports such as basketball or soccer. Some 
sports offered are free and others may cost  
25$ for students. Many of these opportuni-
ties are offered until the end of term. Each 
club is a great experience and an awesome 
way to get off your butt and meet lots of in-
teresting people.
Yoga: 7:00 AM - 8:00 AM, Mon., Wed. 
TRX: 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM, Mon.

Zumba: 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM, Wed. 
Kickboxing: 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM, Tues., 
Thurs.
H.I.I.T: 12:15 PM - 1:15 PM, Tues., Thurs.
Tabata: 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM, Wed.
Shred and Shine Bootcamp: 6:45 PM-7:45 
PM, Tues., Thurs.
Volleyball: 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM, Mon. 6:15 
PM - 10:00 PM, Thurs.
Basketball: 7:30 PM - 9:30PM, Mon,, Wed.
Badminton: 6:30 PM, Sun,. 8:00 PM, Tues.
Table Tennis: 6:00 PM, Sun.
Soccer: 4:00 PM, Sun.
Swing Dance: 7:30 PM - 8:30 PM, Mon.

For more information on any of these 
clubs, or to sign up for any of these activities, 
please go to www.gobobcats.com. §

Intramurals and Clubs
roBert KillAm iii, senior sports reporter

Get active



Do you enjoy the smell of freshly 
printed books? Would you consider Win-
ston Smith or Severus Snape closer com-
panions than your roommate? Can you 
use words like “inimical” or “contuma-
cious” in a sentence without it sounding 
clunkily awkward? If you answered yes to 
any or all of these questions, have I got 
news for you!

Professor Deanna Smid of Brandon 
University’s English department, who 
started as a professor at BU in the fall of 
2014, is bringing back a base for fans of 
Billie Shakespeare and his literary con-
federates in force on campus by reigniting 
the old English club flame. She calls this 
group the “English and Creative Writing 
Community”.

Smid hopes that this extracurricular 
organization will provide opportunities for 
those interested in English literature to 
meet regularly and learn from each other 
while they “commonly celebrate the joys 

of English.” Currently Smid is in charge of 
organizing events, but she hopes to hand 
over the reigns of ownerships of the group 
to BU students as membership increases, 
while she steps back into an advisory 
role.

Professor Smid is deeply passionate 
about English literature “because words 
are joyous, playful, powerful, and trans-
formative. The right words in the right 
combinations can topple governments, 
can change the nature of society, and 
can make a person fall 
in love. And that is also 
why current and future 
BU students should care 
about English lit: because 
words matter. Studying 
and creating English liter-
ature helps us to under-
stand ourselves and our 
needs, and it can help us 
to ‘read’ and understand 
the world around us. More 
pragmatically, studying 

and creating English literature makes us 
become more organized and thoughtful 
as we seek to comprehend and explain 
complicated ideas in an understandable 
fashion. And if we know how to 
use commas correctly, that’s 
an asset too.”

Anyone who would like 
more information on the club 
and its upcoming events can 
contact professor Smid at: 
Smidd@brandonu.ca, or can 

join the Facebook group “English and 
Creative Writing Community At Brandon 
University”. §
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Passages Canada is a “national sto-

rytelling initiative that nurtures cross-cul-
tural dialogue in Canadian communities” 
and Thursday evening that community 
was our very own, Brandon. Hosted at the 
Westman Centennial Auditorium guests 
were greeted with a large buffet and in-
vited to help ourselves to food and drink, 
it was a warm welcome to a delightful eve-
ning. Attendance was around fifty people, 
lending the event a cozy, intimate vibe. 

The event offered a free screening 
of the 2009 independent film Amreeka 
which follows the experiences of Muna 
and her son Fadi as they immigrate from 
Palestine to a small town in Illinois. Al-
though they have left behind conflict rid-
den Palestine there are still a number of 
challenges they must overcome. From cul-
ture shock to finding a job and starting a 
new school their struggles are relatable to 
anyone who has traveled or made a new 
home for themselves, in a different coun-
try or otherwise. 

I would highly recommend this film to 

anyone who is interested in understand-
ing the experience of coming to a new 
country and the both the joys and hard-
ships it brings. The fun fact of the evening 
was that the majority of the film was shot 
in Winnipeg, and there are some recogniz-
able landmarks within the film.      

A panel hosted by Mayor Rick Chrest 
was held following the film. Panalists in-
cluded BUSU’s own Nataly Ore, Iris Wang 
of the Office of International Activities, Se-
gun Olude principal of Indigo Ink Studios, 
and Barry French the Staff Training Coor-
dinator at the Brandon Correctional Cen-

tre. Questions for the panelists related 
to the ups and downs of immigration, the 
role of institution in the immigration expe-
rience and how the definition of home has 
changed for them. I would tell you about 
their answers, but really, you had to be 
there. §

Food, Film, and a Discussion of Culture and Identity
An evening with Passages Canada

KristA mills, WeB content coorDinAtor

Heavy Rain meets Cabin in the 
Woods! If you’ve ever found yourself watch-
ing a horror movie, wanting to yell at the 
characters to stop being idiots and make 
the right decisions, this is your chance to 
do that! It’s about time the Survival Horror 
genre got some decent AAA games. (RIP 
in peace, Silent Hills...)

One year after the tragic disappear-
ance of their friends, eight individuals re-
turn to the lodging resort atop the moun-
tain where the previous event took place. 
Naturally, what awaits them is not the cozy, 
wintery getaway they were hoping for. The 
game puts you, the player, into the role of 
each of the characters, making key deci-
sions that change the resulting events. 
The game refers to this as the Butterfly Ef-
fect, where even small changes made ear-
ly in the game can result in big differences 

in events later. This leads to playing the 
game multiple times and never have the 
exact same playthrough twice. In fact, to 
find everything in the game, it is required 
to replay the game more than once.

While the game is close to realistic 
in appearance, the facial animations give 
the characters a very Uncanny Valley feel 
to them. The developers also deemed it 
necessary to tell you what they think the 
characters’ key traits are upon their intro-
duction, which are totally unnecessary and 
even misleading. (Being an undermining 
nag is not the same as being persuasive.) 
However, over the course of the game, the 
characters undergo a lot of development, 
and a statistics system is there to quan-
tify the characters’ traits as they develop, 
as well as the levels of their relationships 
with the other characters.

Overall, the game does a good job in 
developing a creepy atmosphere as well 
as startling the viewers; however, there 

were multiple jump scares that were in-
explicable and unnecessary. The choices 
system is great, and really makes you stop 
and think about what you do while forcing 
you to make quick decisions, auto-saving 
after you’ve made a choice so you can’t 
turn around without starting over; how-
ever, most of the key events unfold the 
same regardless, which undermines just 
how great the mechanic could have been. 
The game’s acting ranges from mediocre 
to decent, with all of 
the cast voiced and 
modeled after many 
well-known actors. 
The game’s score did 
a good job helping the 
game feel dark and 
mysterious, but the 
game’s main theme 
song felt really drawn 
out. The unskippable 
cutscenes are also 

annoying. However, the replay value helps 
to compensate for many of these down-
sides.

 I didn’t expect much going into this 
game, but I was quite pleased before long. 
For anyone on the fence regarding which 
of today’s game consoles to choose, Until 
Dawn is definitely one reason to go with 
the Playstation 4, and is a game many 
fans of the drama or horror genres should 
consider looking into. §

Game Review: Until Dawn
Genre: Drama, Survival Horror         Developer: Supermassive Games       Platforms: PS4     Rating: 4/5

treVor “t-DAWg” Venn, BugA

Rise of The Raconteurs
An English Club this way comes

nAthAn mAcKrith, reporter

Culture for everyone. Photo credit Krista Mills.



join the Facebook group “English and 
Creative Writing Community At Brandon 
University”. §
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Dear Quentin,
Dear Quentin,
How can I save 15% on my car in-

surance? Can you lend me $30?
Joe K.

Dear Joe,
You may not have $30. I did not ob-

tain my wealth by simply giving it away. 
One has to work for their money my boy. 
Now, if you are willing to negotiate. I can 
always use a strong back to help Chauncy 
move my Palanquin around, to say noth-
ing of the horror of fi nding someone com-
petent to fan me with a large palm frond. 

You will fi nd the pride that comes 
from working for one’s money is vastly su-
perior to the bitchiness that follows from 
lending or borrowing money from friends. 
Seriously, never do this. 

Which is not to say that we are 
friends. We are not and I am not ready for 
that kind of relationship. 

As to your insurance question, if it 
anything like the ship gambling establish-
ments at the ports back in my day where 
you pay money against your own safe re-
turn I have to say this.

Bullocks.
I am an optimist at heart and that 

means I am at least 70% invulnerable. 
That is what my gypsy fortune teller told 
me anyway. If you (or your car) dies you 
simply have to buy another one. I have it 
on good authority that these new auto-
perambulators only cost about $200 or 
even less if it is used. Then with only the 
low monthly investment of coal to shovel 
into the device you’ll be on your way. From 
what I know about this insurance, you 
have to pay at least that much in quarter 
year. Not at all worth it. 

I hope this helps,

Quentin ‘Steampowered’ Quill.

Quentin Quill is an 18th century time 
traveler trapped in BU. He has not yet 
declared a major or even attended class 
in the last several months. He has spent 
the last few months forcing freshmen to 
pull his dogsled around campus while he 
earns enough money for a steam pow-
ered perambulator. 

If you have a question for Quentin 
please email him at missq@thequill.ca. 
He promises not to yell. If Quentin choos-
es your question you get a free Quill T-
shirt. They make for excellent washcloths 
and/or rope, when tied together.

As� Quentin 

Apprec is short form for 
appreciate. Out of all the 

words in the world that kids 
these days are shortening, 

why are they shortening this 
one? “I apprec”… do you? 

Do you really? Do you really 
apprecIATE me so much 
that you have to shorten 
the word you are using to 

express your apprecIATION 
to me? Puh-lease!

“Apprec”
annoying. However, the replay value helps 
to compensate for many of these down-
sides.

 I didn’t expect much going into this 
game, but I was quite pleased before long. 
For anyone on the fence regarding which 
of today’s game consoles to choose, Until 
Dawn is defi nitely one reason to go with 
the Playstation 4, and is a game many 
fans of the drama or horror genres should 
consider looking into. §



So there I was, just finished my class-

es for the day. I decided ‘I’m gonna check 
out Club Day.’ And so I did. 

I arrived in the Mingling Area to see  
the assortment of tables promoting all 
of the different activities available to me, 
ranging from geography, what I’m doing 
right now, and Jenga? Yes. Jenga, that’s a 
thing, pretty cool too. So I ask some ques-
tions about the different tables, what are 
they presenting, what they do as a club 
etc. Overall everyone was helpful and very 

informative of what they were trying to do. 
The things that these groups are trying to 
accomplish are so varying in scope that 
there will be something for, I hope, every-
one to enjoy. 

Just to name a few: WUSC brings 
students from overseas to attend at BU 
and further their education (How cool is 
that!?); The Jenga club does something as 
simple as just getting people who might 
not have met to sit around at SUDS play 
some Jenga and have some laughs; What 
I’m doing now, writing for The Quill. (the 
university paper). 

So I urge you, new students and those 
returning, if you didn’t check out Club Day, 
look around and see if there is something 
you would be interested in being part of. 

Some students graduate and move 
on to the next part of their life, the same 
will happen to any clubs those students 
may have spearheaded. It’ll be known 
better by students returning that a num-
ber of clubs have disappeared due to core 
members moving on in their lives. Maybe 
it means something new can rise in its 
place. §
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Club Day
Clubs!

michAel henry, reporter

On Wednesday, September 9th in 

the He-Oyate Tawapi room in the Dr. James 
& Lucille Brown Health Studies Complex 
was the site of a moving and monumen-
tal donation ceremony. The Indigenous 
Peoples’ Centre and Brandon University 
were the recipients of two handmade 
drums from Mr. Merv Rollins. Mr. Rollins 
approached Brandon University wanting 
to donate two drums that he made in hon-
our of his daughter, Tracey Rollins, who 
died in a car accident and his grandfather, 
Arthur Godley, who is also deceased. 

Julia Stoneman-Sinclair is a Success 
Officer with Student Services and has 
been working in the Indigenous Peoples’ 
Centre since the previous Director left in 
December 2014, and was in attendance 
and humbled by the generous donation. 
“We are so fortunate to receive such 
beautiful drums for our students here at 
Brandon University. I am excited to see 

them in use at our All Nations Graduation 
Powwow in the spring.” said Ms. Stone-
man-Sinclair.

The ceremony began with Tim Bone 
of the Brandon Friendship Centre smudg-
ing the drums and Julia Brandon saying 
a prayer. Tom Brophy, Associate Vice-Pres-
ident (Student Services and Enrolment 
Management) and University Registrar, 
was the Master of Ceremonies. Mr. Rollins 
spoke about his daughter and grandfa-
ther, saying that during his healing he has 
found his culture and discovered Reiki. 
“Making the drums fills my heart and my 
soul while keeping my hands busy”, he 
said. He spoke about the positive energy 
of the drums and wanted to make it clear 
that these drums should be made avail-
able to any students with positive energy, 
regardless of race, religion or culture. He 
was overcome with emotion as Tim Bone 
and a few members of the Sweet Grass 
Ojibway drum group began playing an 
Honour Song on one of the drums. 

“We are so thankful to Merv for this 

amazing donation,” said Adrienne 
Thomas, President of the Brandon 
University Aboriginal Student Coun-
cil. “We work hard to be inclusive 
and promote more opportunities to 
indigenize Brandon University, and 
to see the administration of Bran-
don University and the community 
come together to celebrate such 
a touching donation is wonderful. 
These drums will help build a sense 
of community between the Brandon 
community, staff and students. This 
opportunity will have such a positive 
impact on our student body.”

Following the donation ceremo-
ny, the Indigenous Peoples’ Centre 
hosted a ‘Welcome Back Potluck 
Feast’ on the front lawn of Clark 
Hall. Approximately sixty people 
were in attendance, which included 
Faculty, staff, students, family mem-
bers and community members from 
the Brandon Friendship Centre. §

Dual Drum Donation
Tragedy spurs donation to affect generations of students

Jill VAnDerheiDen, reporter

The vast, rolling expanses of the 
Manitoban prairies have been the in-
spiration behind a new exhibition at the 
Tommy McLeod Curve gallery, located on 
the second floor of John E. Robins Library 
until December of 2015. Ben Davis is an 
English-born visual artist who was first in-
troduced to the prairies in 2008. He is an 
adjunct professor at Brandon University, 
where he has taught in the Department of 
Visual and Aboriginal Art since 2008. 

When asked about the processes 
pertaining to the formation of his cur-
rently viewable creations he says that 
his “current body of work, including this 
exhibition, really began to emerge when I 
[he] first moved to Brandon. Arriving here 
from Botswana in 2008, I [he] wanted to 
identify points of correspondence - to find 

familiarity in all the difference I [he] was 
encountering - and located these most 
strongly in the shared expansive quality of 
the land and sky...

“A particularly formative moment 
within this whole process was when my 
[his] partner and I [he] were invited by 
new friends to visit their farm, just south 
of the Brandon Hills... and then the penny 
dropped: I [he] recalled the experience of 
flying over the prairies before landing in 
Winnipeg, and seeing this endless grid of 
mile-by-mile sections of land. It was just 
staggering...”

He goes on to say that “with the work 
in the Curve, I am trying to suggest the 
possibility of multiple understandings of 
the land, and the show builds on earlier 
work where I began to understand land 
as a text which had been repeatedly over-
written, like a palimpsest: ‘a manuscript 
or piece of writing material on which the 

original writing has been effaced to make 
room for later writing but of which traces 
remains...something reused or altered 
but still bearing visible traces of its earlier 
form.’ (Google definition)”

Davis believes that the creation and 
viewing of art is an integral part of the tat-
terdemalion patchwork known as human 
culture because he thinks “art of all forms 
enables us to critically reflect on who, and 
where we are. It opens up a vital dialogical 
space to help us understand and explore, 
among other things, place and difference.  
These ongoing conversations seem fun-
damental to meaning-making, addressing 
past wrongs and enabling change for the 
better... with Brandon and its surround-
ings, I want to understand when and why 
land became surveyed and divided in the 
way it was; how this happened; and the 
consequences of this in relation to land 
and people.  Art making enables me to 

visibly and, at times, publicly address 
these issues  and expand the conversa-
tion, hopefully encouraging wider and 
more active everyday engagement with 
these concerns rather than have them 
marginalized on the periphery.”

Davis also has a new solo exhibition 
“(re)drawn”, which opens in Flin Flon, MB 
in October 2015 and will be touring Mani-
toba until September 2016.

There will be a chance for members 
of Brandon University and the Brandon 
community to meet and discuss these 
works further with Davis on Thursday 
September 24th, 2015, at 4:00 PM in the 
Curve Gallery. He is the first speaker in 
this schoolyear’s Brandon University Arts 
Speaker Series, which is being organized 
and facilitated by BU professors Derek 
Brown and Jonathan Allen. §

Picturesque Prairies Inspire Curve Gallery Exhibition
Real art has curves

nAthAn mAcKrith, reporter

Making money. Photo credit: Krista Mills.

Bang that drum. Photo credit: Jill Vanderheiden.
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Get involved

After a hard weekend partying at 
Crash the Courtyard you should recover by 
checking out some other events around 
town.

September 23rd: This is your last day 
to get a 100% refund on course withdraw-
als on first and both term courses. This 
is also your last chance to add or change 
either first or both term course registra-

tions. 
September 23rd: Author Armin Wiebe 

will be doing a reading from his new col-
lection Armin Shorts in CHO 206 from 
10:40 AM until 11:30 AM. He will also be 
conducting a writing workshop from 3:40 
PM until 5:00 PM in CHO 104. Cost for the 
workshop is $10. For more info see www.
ThinAirWinnipeg.ca.

September 25th: The walk-in clinic re-
turns to BU this year. Clinic is open from 
9:00 AM until 1:00 PM in the HLC. No ap-

pointment is necessary, please have your 
Manitoba Health Card with you. 

September 25th: The Bobcats mens 
volleyball team is playing against the U of 

W Wesmen in the HLC. The men play at 
12:00 PM. They will be playing again at 
6:00 PM against the Memorial University 
Sea Hawks in the HLC.

September 25th-26th: The band Fight-
ing Hellfish is playing at The 40 (210 18th 
St N). For more info see the40.ca or 204-
727-3800.

September 26th: The Bobcats mens 
volleyball team are playing against the U 
of R Cougars in the HLC. The men play at 
11:00 AM. § 

Ashlyn peArce, copy eDitor
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Representing over 500,000 stu-
dents across the country, Canadian Fed-
eration of Students (CFS) launched the It’s 
No Secret campaign to increase student 
involvement in the 2015 federal election 
happening on Monday, October 19th.

In order to encourage a notoriously 
apathetic population, CFS is taking extra 
measures to help students across Cana-

da become more politically active this fall 
through their It’s No Secret campaign.

An issue-based campaign, It’s No Se-
cret seeks to engage students by promot-
ing registration and spreading the knowl-
edge students need to cast their ballots, 
as well as generating student interest in 
political issues that directly or indirectly 
affect them. The campaign also aims to 
bring student issues to the attention of 
political parties, leaders, and the public 
to generate discussion on student con-

cerns.
CFS Manitoba Chairper-

son Michael Barkman said 
It’s No Secret brings the im-
portant student issues that 
few political leaders are 
meaningfully discussing to 
the forefront, saying “This 
has got to change.” 

“The campaign is very 
important to students as the 
issues we’re talking about 
affect students on a daily 
basis,” Barkman said. “Tu-
ition fees have tripled since 
the 1990s, rising much 
higher than the rates of in-
flation, food costs or rent. 
Debt among students is an 
average of $27,000 and 
federal debt is over $16 bil-
lion. Access for indigenous 
learners has been decreas-

ing, particularly with a cap on funding for 
Post Secondary School Support Program 
in 1996. Funding for post-secondary edu-
cation has decreased from nearly 90% 
40 years ago to just about 50% now. The 
burden is being carried by students. Talk-
ing about these issues with students, with 
politicians, and with the community at 
large is critical so that the current youth 
generation is prepared for the future and 
not burdened by high debt. We’ve got to 
get these issues on the table.”

In the previous federal election, the 
young voter turnout accounted for only 
38 percent of the population, and CFS 
hopes the campaign will increase student 
involvement.

“When we talk about these statistics, 
when we talk about the issues that mat-
ter to students, they listen, they register 
to vote, and they become more engaged,” 
Barkman said.

One anonymous BU student ex-
pressed her passion for social justice and 
political change in the upcoming election. 
“I have never been very politically active,” 
she said, “but I registered to vote this year 
because I think it’s important that stu-
dents’ concerns are voiced.”

CFS has also been encouraging stu-
dents to vote on campus. A CFS represen-
tative visited BU on Tuesday, September 
15th, promoting It’s No Secret in the Min-
gling Area during Club Day and later help-
ing 11 students register to vote online. 

In the upcoming weeks before the 
election, CFS will continue to be at BU, or-
ganizing both fun and informative events. 
On Friday, September 25th at 2:00 PM, 
CFS is organizing a meeting in the Min-
gling Area to offer students the opportu-
nity to share their ideas. CFS returns on 
Wednesday, October 14th to host a debate, 
in which all four candidates in the Bran-
don-Souris riding will attend, from 12:00 - 
1:00 PM. The debate provides candidates 
the opportunity to discuss issues relevant 
to students and answer student ques-
tions. The location of the debate will be 
announced at a later date. Barkman said 
other celebratory ideas generated for stu-
dents include an election trivia night or 
creative activities challenging students to 
discuss their motives for voting.

Students who have not registered yet 
can still do so online (https://ereg.elec-
tions.ca/CWelcome.aspx). Once regis-
tered, people receive a voter information 
card via mail, detailing when, where, and 
ways to vote, including by mail, on an ad-
vance voting day, and on election day.

Find #itsnosecret on Twitter to learn 
more about the movement, and for more 
information on the voting process or to 
seek help with online registration, call 
1-800-463-6868. §

Canadian Federation of Students Helping Student Voters 
holly KAlyniuK, AssistAnt eDitor-in-chief

#itsnosecret

Credit Transfer Portal
Taking course recognition across the province to places it’s never been before

On Monday, September the 14th, 
2015 the Minister of Education and Ad-
vanced Learning stood at a podium in the 
middle of the Mingling Area in the Knowles 
Douglas Centre to make an announce-
ment that would affect generations of 
post-secondary students in Manitoba. 
Minister James Allum proudly announced 
the new Credit Transfer Portal that will 
“build on a solid foundation to ensure the 
equality, accessibility and affordability of 
the post-secondary sector for the young 
people of Manitoba.” 

A new searchable online database 
will soon be available to post-secondary 
students in Manitoba. This database will 
ensure that work experience and course 
credits are recognized consistently across 
other post-secondary educational institu-
tions across Manitoba. Currently there is 
an approved list of courses that can be 
transferred directly into Brandon Univer-
sity, but this portal will streamline the pro-
cess and list not just those courses you 
can obtain credit for at one post-second-
ary educational institution, but all of them 
across Manitoba. The province will also be 
funding a student advocate service that 

will offer confidential advice to students 
who seek information and have concerns 
about the assessment of transfer credits 
and the recognition at other post-second-
ary educational institutions of recognition 
for their prior learning. 

Minister Allum said that he hopes 
to “continue to build Manitoba’s post-
secondary education sector to make it as 
strong as it possibly can to be one of the 
finest in the country.” The Credit Transfer 
Portal is expected to be operational for 
students and institutions in the spring of 
2016. Transfer arrangements between 
Manitoba’s seven partnering post-sec-

ondary institutions will highlight the be-
ginning of the database which Minister 
Allum hopes to expand to include other 
Manitoba institutions over time.

Along with Minister Allum, Dr. Gervan 
Fearon, the President and Vice-Chancel-
lor of Brandon University, and Mr. Aaron 
Thompson, the President of the Brandon 
University Students’ Union, spoke about 
the positive impact this system will have 
for students. “This is the beginning of 
good days ahead for students and good 
days ahead for the post-secondary educa-
tion in the province.” said Dr. Fearon. § 

Jill VAnDerheiDen, reporter



Volume 106, Issue 3 — September 22nd, 2015 — 8

Events – 8

 We want you!

If you like to write, take pic-
tures, or draw things, 
you should work for The 
Quill!
We can offer a cool office to 
nap in and tuition rebates.

 Email us at eic@thequill.ca!

Quill 
Classifieds

 

Do you have something to 
sell? 

Are you a student?
Then The Quill has a solu-

tion for you!
Classified ads are free for 
students up to 30 words!  
(Textbook ads can be lon-

ger.)

Every year the school of music puts 

on concerts by both the students, profes-
sors, and other professional musicians. 
Every concert takes place at the Lorne 
Watson Recital Hall. The professors who 
put on concerts are called, The Pro Se-
ries. By putting on these concerts, it gives 
students and music students an opportu-
nity to take a break from working on their 

homework and studying.
 The Pro Series concerts also benefits 

the music students to watch and learn 
how the professionals perform besides 
only learning from their classes. If they 
want to get careers in the performing in-
dustry after they graduate then attending 
The Pro Series and other events are great 
ways to see how the performances are 
done professionally. 

There is one professional concert, 

The Brandon Chamber Players that al-
ready occurred this month on September 
15th in the Lorne Watson Recital Hall. So 
far the brochure is out for The Pro Series 
concerts throughout the terms. The Bro-
chures for student concerts will be out 
sometime in mid October. The Pro Series 
listings are as following:

Tara Davidson, Saxaphone, William 
Carn, trombone, David Occhipinti, guitar,  
Andrew Downing, bass. October 5th at 

8:00 PM-10:00 PM.
-Paul Marleyn, Cello with guest Le-

anne Zacharias, cello. October 24th at 
8:00 PM-10:00 PM

- Motion 2, Helen Pridmore, soprano, 
Nadia Francavilla, violin, Richard Hornsby, 
clarinet with guest Leanne Zacharias, cel-
lo. November 1st at 3:00 PM-5:00 PM. §

School of Music Events 2k15
Give your brain a rest and your ears a treat!

AlecA AntonAKis, reporter


