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2016 Maclean’s University Rating

Maclean’s magazine has recently 
issued its 2016 Canadian University Re-
port. In previous years, Brandon Univer-
sity has not always ranked very highly – 
for example, in Maclean’s 2015 rating, 
BU was ranked 16th out of the 19 primar-
ily undergraduate universities in Canada. 
While BU’s reputation has not lowered, it 
has remained firmly in place. 

A strong positive feature in BU’s fa-
vour is the student to faculty ratio of 11 
to 1. This means that our smaller class 

size allows for students to build a more 
substantive relationship with their profes-
sors without feeling like they are just an-
other number. Another positive attribute 
is the affordability that BU offers its stu-
dents. For many students, this affordabil-
ity as well as the accessibility and smaller 
class sizes makes BU an ideal location to 
achieve their post-secondary education. 
The Brandon University School of Music 
is also praised as one of the best in Can-
ada.

While Brandon University does have 
many positive attributes, there are a few 
negatives to put in the “con” column: the 

availability of certain courses seems to 
be dwindling with a lack of instructors, 
as well as enough interested students. 
Another negative is the amount of schol-
arships and bursaries offered by the uni-
versity. The number is much lower than at 
other universities, and are among the low-
est figures in Canada. BU alum Michael 
Czuboka of the class of 1957 wrote to 
The Quill regarding the issue, and he feels 
that it should be the top priority of BU to 
award more scholarships and bursaries in 
order to increase undergraduate student 
satisfaction as well as increase the rating 
of BU in the listings of Canadian universi-

ties.
“It was a lot of fun, and virtually ev-

ery Brandon College graduate was able to 
get a well-paid job,” Czuboka says. “Can’t 
we renovate and go back to the good old 
days? I’m listening!”

While we all have chosen BU for a va-
riety of reasons, and have our own con-
cerns for certain aspects of the campus, 
I’m sure we can all agree that Brandon 
University is a wonderful campus. Our ed-
ucation is what we make it, and BU gives 
us all the tools it can to be successful. §

A mixed bag for BU

Ariele Kehler, senior reporter
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News – 2 

Gender and Women’s Studies Program Review
Keeping everything on track

A review of the Gender and Women’s 
Studies program is underway. External re-
views of BU’s programs happen regularly, 
approximately every 7 years; both the Ap-
plied Disaster and Emergency Studies and 
the History program have also been re-
viewed this year. According to Dr. Corinne 
Mason the G&WS program has not been 
reviewed since 2007 and it is anticipated 
to being a fresh perspective to the growing 
G&WS program, which is “one of the most 
active and community-focused programs 
on campus.”  

The review was conducted November 
9th and an organized session was opened 
to students November 10th to all interested 

students who wished to participate.  The 
goals of the external review were; to evalu-
ate the quality, success, and role of the 
academic program in the fulfillment of their 
own and the University’s mission and goals; 
to encourage strategic planning, innovation, 
and improvements in the program; to pro-
vide an occasion for the program to iden-
tify opportunities and discover new ways 
to pursue them; and to gain fresh perspec-
tives from colleagues outside the University 
and the unit. 

According to Dr. Allan, G&WS Research 
Chair and professor in G&WS at BU, the 
process was straightforward. External re-
viewers spoke with all of the faculty in the 
program, they read a report the program 
had prepared, and they spoke with various 

other stakeholders, the VP Academic, the 
Dean, and students and alumni. The report 
is forthcoming and it is unknown what if any 
changes to the program will be needed.

Dr. Mason believes that BU’s G&WS 
strengths lie in the faculty which includes 
Dr. Allan who is the Research Chair and 
whose work studies men and masculinity, 
and is a huge bonus to the program, and 
with its students. Tasha Gayle, fourth year 
student who is taking the Introduction to 
Women’s Studies; Contemporary Issues, 
said that the feedback given by students 
during the review was mainly positive and 
that the most of students believe that Gen-
der and Women Studies should count as a 
liberal requirement for a degree at BU. §

Joseph Kruger, senior reporter

LNAP Strikes Again
Puppies, pizza, and productivity

Brandon University will be host-

ing its third Long Night Against Procrasti-
nation (LNAP). The event will be held this 
Wednesday, November 18th from 8:00 PM 
to Thursday November 19th at 8:00 AM. 

LNAP is a time for studying and finish-
ing up all of those projects you have pro-
crastinated, writing and research help will 
be available until 2:00 AM, free snacks 
and coffee will be provided and door prizes 
will be handed out throughout the evening. 
Bailey the Bobcat will even be there to say 
“hi” and cheer on everyone who is hard at 
work. 

The therapy dogs will once again be 
making an appearance, circulating through-
out the library available for a quick pet or 
cuddle if you are feeling the stress as we 
near the end of the semester. 

The Indigenous Peoples Centre (IPC) will 
also be open until 1:00 AM for extra study 
space and computers, staff support and 
activities. Fifteen minute energizer breaks 
will be held at 10:00 PM and 2:00 AM, and 
everyone’s favourite FREE PIZZA will be pro-
vided at midnight. If you make it to 6:00 
AM you have the option of participating in 
some early morning yoga, work up an appe-
tite before the 7:00 AM free pancake break-
fast courtesy of our friendly neighbourhood 

BUSU. LNAP ends at 8:00AM and you get 
to carry on with your day, or go home for a 
much needed nap. 

For those of you who are on the fence 
about attending the Long Night Against Pro-
crastination I cannot recommend it enough. 
It is an opportunity for the student body to 
come together and accomplish everything 
that has been pushed to the side. There is 
no pressure for anyone to stay the entire 
night, besides, how often can you say “I just 
spent the entire night at the Brandon Uni-
versity Library.” Oh, and don’t forget about 
the free coffee and pizza. §

KristA mills, weB content coorDinAtor

Transgender Day of Remembrance
Roots of Empathy

Brandon’s 7th Annual Trans Day 
of Remembrance (BTDOR) raises public 
awareness of hate crimes against as trans, 
transgender, transsexual, two-spirit, gen-
derqueer, gender independent, and gen-
der non-confirming (and those who were 
perceived to be) individuals around the 
world. November 20th, 2015 marks the sev-
enteenth annual International Trans Day of 
Remembrance.

There will be two events taking place. 

The first is an indoor memorial service 
and free community lunch at Knox United 
Church (451 18th Street) from 12:00 PM to 
1:00 PM. The second, an outdoor vigil and 
community letter writing art project at Park 
Community Center (1428 Louise Ave) from 
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Snacks and refresh-
ments will be provided. 

An Elder will provide those who attend 
with a welcoming Prayer at each event. 
Both events are free, and will have gender-
neutral washrooms available. ASL (Ameri-
can Sign Language) translation services 

may be made available with an advance 
notice request. 

Attendees are asked to dress for prop-
er weather conditions. Please note that 
portions of these events may be difficult 
for some attendees as themes of violence, 
sexual assault, murder, and transphobia 
may be shared. Trained counsellors will be 
on hand to provide support. BTDOR will be 
taking place Friday November 20th, 2015. 
§

michAel henry, reporter
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Volleyball took place this week-

end off in B.C. when the Bobcats played 
games against Thompson Rivers University. 
Both the men’s and women’s team played 
well against the Wolfpack, but ultimately 
faced defeat as both Bobcats teams limped 
away with a 2 - 3 loss along with another 
loss when they got shut out and didn’t win 
a single set.

The women’s team had some difficult 
games to march through and couldn’t battle 
set for set against their opponents. On Fri-
day the women received their shut out, los-
ing 0 - 3, with their closest score being 19 - 
25 in the third set. On Saturday the Bobcats 
played far better as the women were able to 
keep each set close. Their losses were within 
3 points until the final set.

The lady’s top 3 players of the weekend 
include Jodie Baker who had 14 kills, Bre-
anne Sytnyk with 12 blocks, and 22 digs 
from Hope Schneider. Nice try ladies better 
luck next week!

The men’s team also faced some tough 
games,  as the sets could not be swung in 
their favour as they lost both games. On Fri-
day the men fought to get ahead but every 
time they’d win a set their opponent would 
win the next, leaving the Bobcats defeated 
with a score of 11 - 15. 

On Saturday the men fared no better 
and in fact did worse as they were shutdown 
by the Wolfpack and unable to win even a 

single set, losing 0 - 3. The men’s top play-
ers of the weekend include Roy Ching who 
had the highest number of kills at 29, and 
the greatest amount of digs at 15. Mason 
Metcalf also was a top player of the week-
end with his skill to make 9 blocks through-
out the weekend. Nice try men, better luck 
next week.

The volleyball teams played well but 
definitely need to step up their game for the 
coming match, when the Bobcats take on 
the Heat of UBC here at the Healthy Living 
Center. Those matches will be on the 20th 
and 21st of November, with the ladies start-
ing off at 6:00 PM. 

For any more information on any of the 
stats of the games or info on the team itself 
please checkout their website at www.go-
bobcats.ca. 

Best of luck athletes, I cannot wait to 
see what patches you make and the new 
strategies and techniques you come up 
with. Make progress or make excuses, go 
Bobcats! §

Basketball took place this week-

end away in Alberta where the Bobcats 
played against the Pronghorns from the Uni-
versity of Lethbridge. 

Men and women both had very differ-
ent results from the weekend as the men 
lost both their games and the women won 
their’s. Ending scores were fairly close in 
some games and not so in others as the 
Pronghorns closest spread was by 10 points 
but the furthest was 28.

The women’s team played exceptionally 
well as they dominated the court. On Friday 
the women won by 20 points, crushing the 
Pronghorns and gaining momentum for their 
next game on Saturday when they carried on 
and defeated their rivals with a score of 82 
- 54. #Savage. 

The women played like they had won 
the golden ticket and were off to the finals. 
They still have a long way to go with many 
more games this season but they had a phe-
nomenal weekend. Great job ladies. The top 
player of the weekend was Alyssa Montgom-
ery who lead both games in point-scorer, to-
talling over 30 points.

The men’s team fared poorly against 
their opponents but still played well. The 
closer game was on Friday when they only 
lost by 10 points. 

On Friday the men played well but 
could not hold onto the lead, and the teams 
switched leaders four times. The Prong-
horns were able to come together in the fi-
nal quarter to come for the win. On Saturday 
the men faced a far greater upset as they 
lost with a score of 70 - 94. Nice try men. 
The men’s top scorer for both games was DJ 
Jordan, who lead the Bobcats scorers with a 
total of 41 points.

The basketball teams played well but 
improvements can always be made to even 
the best of teams. The next match is when 
the Bobcats take on the Bisons from U of 
M, here at the Healthy Living Center. Those 
games will be on the 27th and 28th of Novem-
ber. The first game has the ladies starting 
off at 6:00 PM. 

For any more information on any of the 
stats of the games or info on the team it-
self please checkout their website at www.
gobobcats.ca. 

Best of luck athletes, encouragement 
all around to not become to cocky for those 
who won, nor throw in the towel for those 
who lost, but instead persevere and push 
on towards the next game and focus on get-
ting faster, stronger, smarter and ultimately 
better. Make progress or make excuses, go 
Bobcats!  §
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October found Roy Ching joining the 
ranks of great athletes from BU. Within 
the month of October the men’s vol-
leyball team was led by Ching who had 
phenomenal set ups and deadly effi-
cient kills on the court, dominating the 
score. Roy’s kills led his team to victory 
in more then one game and the season 
has just begun, with many more games 
and a bright future ahead. This talented 
senior is only going to improve and con-
tinue on his march up the charts. §

Men And Women’s Volleyball
Bobcats VS.Wolfpack

roBert KillAm iii, senior sports reporter

Bobcats VS.Pronghorns

other stakeholders, the VP Academic, the 
Dean, and students and alumni. The report 
is forthcoming and it is unknown what if any 
changes to the program will be needed.

Dr. Mason believes that BU’s G&WS 
strengths lie in the faculty which includes 
Dr. Allan who is the Research Chair and 
whose work studies men and masculinity, 
and is a huge bonus to the program, and 
with its students. Tasha Gayle, fourth year 
student who is taking the Introduction to 
Women’s Studies; Contemporary Issues, 
said that the feedback given by students 
during the review was mainly positive and 
that the most of students believe that Gen-
der and Women Studies should count as a 
liberal requirement for a degree at BU. §

BUSU. LNAP ends at 8:00AM and you get 
to carry on with your day, or go home for a 
much needed nap. 

For those of you who are on the fence 
about attending the Long Night Against Pro-
crastination I cannot recommend it enough. 
It is an opportunity for the student body to 
come together and accomplish everything 
that has been pushed to the side. There is 
no pressure for anyone to stay the entire 
night, besides, how often can you say “I just 
spent the entire night at the Brandon Uni-
versity Library.” Oh, and don’t forget about 
the free coffee and pizza. §

may be made available with an advance 
notice request. 

Attendees are asked to dress for prop-
er weather conditions. Please note that 
portions of these events may be difficult 
for some attendees as themes of violence, 
sexual assault, murder, and transphobia 
may be shared. Trained counsellors will be 
on hand to provide support. BTDOR will be 
taking place Friday November 20th, 2015. 
§

roBert KillAm iii, senior sports reporter

Bobcats 
Male Athlete of 

the Month

BU: Basketball

The ACC Cougars had an exciting 
weekend with the women’s volleyball team 
winning 3 - 0 against the Red River College 
Rebels. Brooke Huculak once again led 
the team with 18 kills. The setter for the 
Cougars, Charley Maxwell had 32 assists 
during the game. They then went on to play 
the University of Winnipeg Wesmen team 
and lost 3 sets to 0. Huculak had another 
8 kills while Kasie McLaughlin and Erica 
Scott each scored 6 points.

For the men’s team it was much the 
same weekend, just without the win. They 
started off against the Rebels on Friday 
and lost 3 sets to none. Sam Isfeld did the 
best that night, getting 10 kills. 

The women’s hockey team faced off 
against the Manitoba Blizzard Friday night 
in Brandon. They started strong by trounc-
ing the Blizzard 9 - 2. Katie Zacharias 
scored a hat trick with an assist, Simone 
Turner-Cummer had 5 assists and kaelei 
Rink and Karissa Haney each scored a 
goal and had two assists. 

Pick up the Quill next week for more 
Cougar’s updates. §

Alex murrAy, eDitor-in-chief

Bobcats VS.Pronghorns
Cougars Action



I don’t think anyone is a stranger to 
the knowledge that sometimes university 
is hard. I’m going to take that a step further 
and make a more radical (but also true) 
statement: sometimes LIFE is hard. And 
sometimes all you really need is someone 
to give you a metaphorical hug, pat you on 
the back, tell you everything will be alright, 
and to reassure you that you’re doing a 
great job. 

MoreLoveLetters.com is a program 
that helps to facilitate this metaphori-
cal hug. Their aim is have anonymous 
people all over the world write love let-
ters to people they don’t know. These let-
ters are then (usually) left in communal 
places where literally anyone can pick it 

up. Don’t be scared though, I don’t mean 
romantic love letters… that would be awk-
ward. We’re talking platonic love, the kind 
that you share with a friend. Imagine the 
look of surprise, and joy, (and probably 
confusion) when someone finds an en-
velope addressed to no one in particular 
and inside they find a letter telling them 
all the things that people need to hear 
sometimes? It’s a good feeling knowing 
that you can cause someone to feel this 
joy and validation. 

This isn’t just total madness though 
with anonymous letters all over the place. 
There’s method involved too. If you know 
someone who is having a particularly hard 
time at the moment and who really needs 
a pick-me-up and leaving it up to chance 
just won’t do it, there is a solution. By go-
ing to the MoreLoveLetters.com website 

you can request that people write letters 
specifically for that person and send them 
to you. You can then proceed to make your 
friend’s day; show them that they matter 
and that people really do care. 

The good feelings go both ways too. 
Even if you’ve never found/received one 
of these mystical letters you can 
share in the good feelings. Writ-
ing a letter and putting all the 
encouragement possible into a 
few short sentences can make 
all the difference for you too. 
You might be more optimistic 
or generally happy after doing 
so. And if you’re not particularly 
good with words? I’m pretty sure 
that a nice drawing and a short 
sentence such as “Just keep 
swimming” or “You can do it!” 

would be just as uplifting to the reciever. 
The only requirement(s) for writing a 

Love Letter are that you write it by hand, 
and don’t sign your name (it’s anony-
mous!) So break out those nice pens and 
some stationary and make someone’s 
day a little brighter. §
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Game Review: Fallout 4 - Part 1: Initial Impressions
Developer: Bethesda      Platforms: PC, PS4, XOne         Rating: 4 / 5 (pending)

All this studying almost making 

you wish for a nuclear winter? Finally, the 
latest installment in this post-apocalyptic 
RPG series was released on November 
10th. While war may not have changed, 
the formula in this game has changed 
quite a bit. Let’s take a look!

The game begins before the bombs 
drop in 2077. Due to your military back-
ground, your family is eligible to take shel-

ter in Vault 111. Once the bombs fall, you 
rush your family to the shelter. Shortly af-
ter, you awaken nearly 200 years in the 
apocalyptic future, with your infant son 
abducted by unknown agents. Being the 
badass you are, you set out to find those 
bastards and get your child back.

The first notable changes that I fear 
most are mostly plot related. For the 
first time in the series, your character is 
fully voiced, and instead of a menu for 
dialogue sections you’re given a decision 

wheel similar to Mass Effect. In fact, as di-
alogue is exchanged, the camera focuses 
in on the speaker, also like Mass Effect. 
This feels very weird from a role-play point 
of view, as if you’re playing a character 
the game determined for you rather than 
one you came up with yourself. Albeit, 
while the new approach makes interac-
tion much more cinematic, this can be a 
gamebreaker in a series where role-play 
has been paramount for so long.

The system that makes up charac-
ter statistics has changed as well. 
Skills no longer exist, and your skills 
and available perks are based en-
tirely upon your S.P.E.C.I.A.L. rat-
ings. Karma has also been done 
away with, so you no longer have to 
feel like a bad person for pickpock-
eting a unique weapon from Of-
ficer Friendly’s possessions. Each 
time you level up, you get a point 
to spend on a perk -- including 
training to raise your S.P.E.C.I.A.L. 
stats.

There’s now a lot of neat 

gameplay features. You can mod your 
weapons and armour with all kinds of 
parts, making them both more effective 
and unique. Power armour now works 
more like an Iron Man suit, requiring you 
to keep it powered and step inside its shell 
before you can use it. You can now build 
settlements in a sort of Minecraft-like 
clone, using scrap from various junk you 
find around the wasteland. What’s more, 
you can later link these settlements with 
trade routes, build resources, and set up 
shops. There’s also holotapes, including 
a Donkey Kong clone, that you can collect 
and play.

This is largely the reason I have to 
split this review -- the game distracted me 
from the main story (my biggest concern) 
with all the bells and whistles. I’m enjoy-
ing myself though, in spite of Bethesda’s 
trademark bugs upon game release. So 
stay tuned for more on the game’s many 
wonders, and hopefully an evaluation on 
the game’s story! §

treVor “t-DAwg” Venn, BugA

MoreLoveLetters.com
Anonymous, platonic, and uplifting all in one package

Ashlyn peArce, copy eDitor



would be just as uplifting to the reciever. 
The only requirement(s) for writing a 

Love Letter are that you write it by hand, 
and don’t sign your name (it’s anony-
mous!) So break out those nice pens and 
some stationary and make someone’s 
day a little brighter. §
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Dear Quentin,
I am struggling in my quest to be-

come a Pokemon Master. I have searched 
BU for years for Mew to no avail. How can 
I achieve my life’s ambition while also 
studying?

Ariele K.

Dear Ariele,
You are going about this all wrong. 

When chasing monsters it is better to out-
think them. Chasing monsters means that 
there is a possibility that they get away. If 
they are chasing you… Well, you are going 
to see some monsters. 

Elemental monsters like the ones you 
want to fi nd are attracted to fear. might 
I suggest that you fi nd whatever you are 
most afraid of, in my case the eventual 
heat death of the universe. 

Immerse yourself in this fear, some-
times pharmaceuticals or illegal sub-
stances can exponentially increase this 
fear. If you are desperate, don’t use nut-
meg, you can choke, it tastes terrible and 
the smell lingers for months. Sleep depri-
vation is safer but then you also run the 
risk of not being up to fi ghting the mon-
ster when it arrives. 

If  you are like me and you need to 
complete something so that it doesn’t 
gnaw away at your subconscious then you 
need to just get rid of your subconscious. 

There are certain demons, half-spirits 
and Windigo that will pay good money (or 
whatever) for one of these. Perhaps you 
could ask for this monster as payment, 
the enslavement of lower sentient beings 
has been a staple of modern society for-
ever. 

Quentin ‘Thralldom’ Quill

As� Quentin 

Arguably empty of even 
residual artistic, or musical 

merit, this popular song 
enchants begrudging 

listeners of all ages with 
only 37 different words, 

revolutionizing the language 
with original terms like “nae” 
(rhymes with “bae), “bop”, 

and “duff”. Call him the 21st 
century’s Shakespeare, but 

we wish Mr. Silento would do 
exactly that.

“Watch Me ______”
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In similar fashion to the spring se-

mester’s reading week, the Brandon Uni-
versity Students’ Union is planning to in-
clude a week-long fall break for students 
in future years.

Currently, Brandon University stu-
dents are granted a single-day break 
which, this year, falls on November 20th. 
BUSU president Aaron Thompson was en-
thusiastic about the undertaking, stating 
that “Typically, Brandon University sees 
what other universities do before they 
make changes like that, but it’s definitely 
something I would like to see.” However, 
Thompson also claimed that such a fall 
reading week would likely not appear in 

the yearly calendar until the 2017/18 
academic year. “Anything for the 2016/17 
year has to be approved for the calendar 
by the end of this month, so there’s not re-
ally a chance we could get it for next year, 
but for the following year, it’s something 
we could definitely put forward.”

The idea was in part inspired by a re-
cent announcement by the University of 
Manitoba Students’ Union (UMSU) that 
a five-day-long break would be seen by 
University of Manitoba students in future 
years, by extending the Thanksgiving long 
weekend to the Thursday and Friday be-
fore, after a successful vote by the univer-
sity’s senate. The UMSU itself followed the 
lead of the University of Winnipeg, as well 
as other universities across Canada who 

are choosing to add or extend fall breaks. 
Proponents of the move claimed that such 
an extension of time off could assist in al-
leviating student stress and promoting 
mental health, while some others, includ-
ing Jordyn Lerner in an article for the Uni-
versity of Manitoba’s student newspaper, 
The Manitoban, dismissed the concept as 
“an excuse for a vacation,” and said that 
“a campaign on mental health actually 
needs to be about mental health.”

Thompson claimed that such a domi-
nant force as the University of Manitoba, 
with links to Brandon University through 
the Canadian Federation of Students 
(CFS), could be leveraged by BUSU to 
add support to having a fall reading week 
added in future years. Though the fellow 

Manitoban university hasn’t always had 
such a strong standing “because of the 
amount [of money] that they owe to the 
CFS,” Thompson remained optimistic, 
saying “Now that it’s happened...I could 
see it happening before too long for us as 
well. We could use that as a strong back-
ing to say, ‘Hey, they’re doing it, what’s the 
reason why we can’t do it?’” §

BUSU Plans Week-Long Fall Break in Later Years
Will BU follow U of M’s example?

logAn prAzniK, reporter

BUSU/Clubs – 6

Game Review: Metal Gear Solid V: The Phantom Pain - Part 5
Developer: Kojima Productions    Platforms: PS3, PS4, X360, XOne      Rating: 5 / 5

Is this game a little too big?! After over 

100 hours of gameplay, my completion is 
only at 40%! Alas, this review series must 
come to an end, and so I will wrap up my 
opinions on Metal Gear Solid 5: The Phan-
tom Pain.

I finally made my way to Africa, and 
the new location is gorgeous! Rather than 
sand and rock at every corner, I’m met 
with vast jungle, lush open plains, and 

new varieties of animals to extract. The 
missions seem to touch on the story more 
now, and has you doing a bit more than 
just finding the target, sneaking and ex-
tracting. There’s also new enemy variants, 
such as bipedal turrets and child soldiers, 
and boss fights have been occurring more 
frequently.

Two more buddies have been made 
available to accompany on missions; a per-
sonalized walker gear with customizeable 
weaponry, and a scantily-clad superhu-
man sniper whose existence in the game 
has drawn so much controversy among 
the gaming community that I’m not going 
to touch it right now. The sniper is fast, 
can scout ahead to locate enemies and 
objectives,  and is extremely useful in a 
firefight. I’m torn between the sniper and 
D-Dog as my favourite companion, as 

D-Dog’s detection is not limited to line-of-
sight. However, with a tranquilizer rifle and 
a silencer, the sniper is extremely useful 
to have regardless of how you play.

As fantastic as this game has been, 
it’s not without its faults. One gripe I have 
is how unrealistic the environments are 
in terms of civilization. Many of the out-
posts you visit are villages, yet you never 
see civilians. The characters in game 
will sometimes mention them, but you’ll 
never actually see them the way you do 
in other sandbox games. They were prob-
ably excluded as an unnecessary element 
that could be abused within the game-
play, so I can understand why they’re not 
there. The game is also very long, which 
many may consider an issue in an age 
where 20 hours is already considered a 
long game -- on the other hand, this also 

works in favour, as you get that much 
more gameplay out of a single purchase. 
Finally, despite the number of different 
tools and weapons you can use, and the 
various ways missions may be completed, 
the gameplay sometimes feels repetitive, 
and drawn out by the need to hunt for re-
sources and soldiers with higher-ranking 
abilities to work at your base.

So to finish, I have to say the game 
still deserves a 5 out of 5 rating. Despite 
its faults, I played that much and never 
felt truly bored with the game. The PC 
version also came with Ground Zeroes, 
which released last year as a prologue-
slash-demo to The Phantom Pain. I’ve 
heard the game wasn’t even completed, 
but it is still an impressive work nonethe-
less, and it has definitely earned my rec-
ommendation. §

treVor “t-DAwg” Venn

region. 

Photo Credit: (Sebastien Wlertz / Flickr)

Super Smash’d Back Again!
SUDS rocked with Nintendo Awesomeness

It was Friday, November 13th and the 

third Super Smash’d Bros. Social began. 
BUGA ran this tournament as a battle be-
tween players and their chosen warrior. 
And the battlefield? Super Smash Bros. 
for the WiiU console. 

The main event had an amazing 44 
contestants with only 8 slots available 
for the final rounds. The competition 
was whittled down through a number of 
preliminary rounds, which consisted of 
4-player free-for-all, timed combat. For 
the prelims each player was to play three 
matches, gaining points for every charac-
ter they were able to KO and lost points 
for every time that they themselves fell. 
The eight contestants with the highest al-
lotted score after the prelims went on to 
the finals. One-on-one, two stock (lives), 
4 minute matches, best two out of three 
moved to the next bracket. 

Every player had to choose their char-
acter before the tournament and were 
locked in as that fighter for the duration. 

Before and after the tournament and 
the prelims, a number of consoles were 
open for free play, a great way to meet 
new people (and quietly –and not so 
quietly- rage at other players when you 
were savaged in a fight). Themed alco-
holic beverages based on their charac-
ter counterparts like Mario, Samus, and 
Ivysaur were available for the patrons’ 
enjoyment. There were also prizes avail-
able, some of them were for the victors 
of the finals, and others were raffled off 
as door prizes for anyone who bought a 
social ticket. Though the most interest-
ing reward would have to be reserved for 
the Smash’d Bros. trophy, the first year 
it has ever been present, a small trophy 
stands with a gold painted Gamecube 
controller mounted on top of it. The win-
ner of the tournament will have their 

named etched onto the piece. 
The tournament lasted for hours, and 

many close fights took place. From lowest 
ranking to the champion of the tourna-
ment we have: Chad Gorowski as Link, 

Brandt Kines as Roy, Jason Delorme as 
Lucina, Graeme Delalex as Captain Fal-
con, Sean Irwin as Shulk, Isaac Farough 
as Ike, Jacob Wolfe as Donkey Kong, and 
The Champion; Jeff Cumming as Pitt! §

michAel henry, reporter

Senior Solutions
The Answer to your Major Question

Economics
1. Understand how prices work with supply and demand
2. Become fascinated with exchange rates
3. Know what currency is used in every geographical 

4. Start hoarding gold as a result of knowing how fickle 
the economy is 
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Manifest Destiny
A BU graduate creates his own destiny after fighting in the Korean War

Michael Czuboka is a graduate 

from Brandon College in 1949 and from 
Brandon College in 1957. He is also a Ko-
rean War Veteran and author of multiple 
books. Michael was born in Brandon, MB 
and was raised in Rivers, MB. As an im-
migrant family from Ukraine, his first lan-
guage was Ukrainian and his family found 
employment working on the CN Railway. 
Michael began to speak English when his 
education began, he says that learning 
English was quick, it was like he learned 
it overnight. Michael spent much of his 
younger years writing for pleasure. In 
grade two, he wrote a poem for his teach-
er and she cried. “I didn’t understand the 
impact of those words until much later.” 
Michael said. 

After graduating from Brandon Col-
lege in 1949 with his grade 12 equiva-
lent, Michael found himself at a cross-
roads. His family did not have the financial 
means for him to continue his education 
and after being a teenage while is brother 
fought in World War II, the glory of war still 
resonated with him. When the Canadian 
government was looking for volunteers to 

enter the Canadian Forces to go to Korea, 
Michael decided that this was the best 
place for him. He joined as a Private in the 
2nd Battalion Princess Patricia Canadian 
Light Infantry and soon found himself on 
the front lines of the Korean War. He was 
one of the soldiers who valiantly fought in 
the Battle of Kapyong in April 1951. This 
Battle is known as one of the greatest 
battles of the Korean War and was fought 
with Australian forces and Canadian forc-
es who essentially established positions 
on hills that blocked the valley path to the 
city of Seoul. 

After returning home from the Korean 
War, Michael obtained his Bachelor of Arts 
and Bachelor of Education from Brandon 
College in 1957. “I seriously thought about 
a Science degree, but writing always came 
easy to me so I switched into the Bachelor 
of Arts program.” Michael says about pur-
suing writing throughout his career. “You 
enjoy doing what you are good at, and 
from a young age, I enjoyed writing.” 

Michael Czuboka has published five 
books: An Examination of Tenure: Why 
It’s so Hard to Fire Johnny’s Teacher; 
Juba; They Stopped at a Good Place; and 
Ukrainian Canadian, Eh? which became a 
best seller in the 1980s. His newest book, 

Manifest Des-
tiny: The Loves 
and Adventure 
of Peter Farley 
a Canadian in 
the Korean War 
will be available 
in a few short 
weeks. “This 
new book is a 
novel and some 
of it is based on 
actual events.” 
says Michael. 
It is about a 
character by the 
name of Peter and it takes place largely 
during the Korean War, although it also 
follows Peter before and after the war. The 
Freisen Press describe Manifest Destiny 
as a “conflict, romance, and mystery”. The 
mental health and wellness of soldiers is 
also explored throughout the novel. An-
other graduate of Brandon 
University, Dan Bjarnason of 
the CBC who also wrote the 
foreward for Manifest Desti-
ny says “Anyone familiar with 
Canada’s role in this war will 
recognize thinly-disguised 

real-life events and people: the crusty but 
brilliant commander, the unsung hero, 
the dashing 2nd Battalion Princess Patri-
cia’s Canadaian Light Infantry, and the 
surrounded and outnumbered unit’s un-
believable stand against the Chinese at a 
nowhere place called Kapyong.” §

JilliAn VAnDerheiDen, reporter

Do you love to travel? Are you 

hesitant to break the bank on that trip 
abroad? There may be a solution! There 
is a program called TourRadar that offers 
an opportunity to students to pay for their 
dream trip. Becoming a TourRadar Am-
bassador, you gain marketing and sales 
experience while simultaneously earning 
travel credits towards your trip! 

The way you earn your credits as an 

Ambassador is fairly straight forward: 
upon signing up for the program, you are 
automatically registered in the Friends 
with Benefits referral program. Each 
friend you refer to TourRadar gets 5% off 
on their first tour, and for each friend you 
refer who books a tour, you get 5% of their 
total cost goes towards your credits. This 
5% doesn’t end with the first booking: if 
your friend signs up for more than one 
tour, you get your credit for each trip they 
go on. The top ten Ambassadors can win 

up to $1000 towards flights, 
and all ambassadors are en-
tered to win a pair of Beats 
Solo 2 headphones regard-
less of friends referred.

For more information on 
the Ambassador program or 
to sign up, register at www.
tourradar.com/ambassa-
dors. §

PSA: Travel and Learn at the Same Time
Pay your way by visiting cool places

Ariele Kehler, shAmAn

What’s going on in Brandon?

November 17th: BUSU is holding their 
Annual General Meeting in SUDS. There is 
free food if you attend! The time is 12:30 
PM.

November 17th: Brandon Chamber 
Players are presenting Music for the Sa-
lon in the Lorne Watson Recital Hall (Mu-
sic Building). Start time is 8:00 PM with 
doors opening at 7:30 PM. For more info 
contact 204-727-9631.

November 19th-22nd: Mecca Produc-
tions presents A Christmas Story: The Mu-
sical at the WMCA (205 20th St). The show 
is based on the 1983 movie of the same 
name and tells the story of a young boy 
on a quest to receive one specific Christ-

mas present. Show times are 7:30 PM 
on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 2:00 
PM on Saturday and Sunday. Tickets are 
$23.50 (student price). For more info see 
wmca.ca or 204-728-9510.

November 19th: The BU Guitar En-
semble is taking the stage at 7:00 PM 
in the Lorne Watson Recital Hall (Music 
Building). Admission is free.

November 19th: The Evans Theatre is 
showing a documentary entitled Wheat 
City 1900s about Brandon at the turn 
of the century. Showtime is 7:30 PM, for 
more info see evanstheatre.ca.

November 20th-21st: Seven Ages Pro-
ductions presents Oedipus The King at 
the Lorne Watson Recital Hall (in the Mu-
sic Building). Show is based on the Greek 
tragedy about King Oedipus. Tickets are 

$20. For more info see wmca.ca or 
204-728-9510.

November 20th: The campus walk-
in clinic is open from 9:00 AM until 
1:00 PM in the HLC. No appointment is 
necessary, please have your Manitoba 
Health Card with you. 

November 20th: The Bobcats volley-
ball teams are playing the UBC Okana-
gan Heat in the HLC. The women play at 
6:00 PM and the men at 7:45 PM.

November 20th: Daisy Chain is playing 
at The 40 (210 18th St N). For more info 
see The40.ca.

November 20th: The 7th annual Trans-
gender Day of Remembrance is taking 
place at Knox United Church (451 18th St) 
with a memorial service and free commu-
nity lunch from 12:00 PM until 1:00 PM. 

There will be a vigil in the evening from 
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. For more info con-
tact 204-571-3282 or runeb@serc.ca.

November 21st: The Bobcats volley-
ball team are playing the UBC Okanagan 
Heat in the HLC. The women play at 5:00 
PM and the men at 6:45 PM. 

November 21st: Big Sugar is playing 
at The 40 (210 18th St N). For more info 
see The40.ca. §

Upcoming Events
Things to do

Ashlyn peArce, copy eDitor

Photo Credit: With permission from Michael Czuboka
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 We want you!

If you like to write, take pic-
tures, or draw things, 
you should work for The 
Quill!
We can offer a cool office to 
nap in and tuition rebates.

 Email us at eic@thequill.ca!

Quill Classifieds

 Do you have something to 
sell? 

Are you a student?
Then The Quill has a solu-

tion for you!
Classified ads are free for 
students up to 30 words!  
(Textbook ads can be lon-

ger.)

Thursday Jazz Nights at SUDS
Jazzing Up the Audience

Jazz night at Brandon University in 

SUDS has been going on for several years 
on Thursday nights. It is a night where the 
jazz program at the school of music per-
form for everyone. It starts at 10:00 PM 
and the first hour is the House Band. The 
second hour from 11:00 PM - 12:00 AM is 
an open jam session. 

The jazz coordinator is responsible 

for booking the House Bands and provid-
ing suggestions to encourage students 
of all levels to participate in the session. 
The tunes are usually posted to the Bran-
don University Music Students Facebook 
group. 

On Thursday, November 5th 2015, 
professor Eric. Platz signed a portion of 
his Gigantic Band to perform. There were 
25 members playing throughout the eve-
ning. It was a big turnout. It is very rare for 

SUDS to have a big group per-
form. There was no room to sit; 
the entire place was packed. 

Platz also signed up all of 
jazz students from first years 
through fourth year’s students. 
Usually groups this big only in-
volve third and fourth years but 
he wanted to give everyone a 
feel for what it is like performing 
in the Gigantic Band. It was a fun night, 

the Gigantic Band played for about an 
hour and a half. §

AlecA AntonAKis, reporter


