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The Long Night Against Procrastination

The third Long Night Against Pro-

crastination hosted by the BU Library was 
a success. So successful that another 
event is being planned for the second 
term. This year saw an increase of stu-
dents early on in the evening. At around 
10:45 PM there were more than 200 stu-
dents studying and being productive, a 
huge increase over the 165 attending last 

March. 
This semester included the usual free 

coffee, and also saw the addition of tea 
and a few kettles, for the non-coffee drink-
ers. Snacks of fresh fruit and rice krispy 
treats were also provided, to keep stu-
dents fueled and ready to go for their long 
night of productivity. There were a number 
of door prizes handed out, and the grand 
prize was a 3-D printed vase. Yes, we have 
a 3-D printer at the university, it lives in 

the Library near the Help Desk. 
Free pizza arrived just before mid-

night, it was a harrowing experience. 
Once that cheesy smell wafted through 
the air and the announcement was made 
that the pizza was there a stampede of 
students. I personally avoided the lineup, 
fearing for my life, I would have preferred 
running with the bulls in Spain. Seriously, 
you do not want to come between a starv-
ing university student and free pizza. 

When asked early in the evening 
about the success of the event head Li-
brarian Betty Braaksma said “it is bigger, 
better… more energy and lots of fun.” It 
was Braaksma who first brought LNAP 
to Brandon University, and it is an event 
that has come to be looked forward to by 
many students, the only downside was a 
lack of available plugins. Those spots are 
coveted. Note to self: camp out early next 
year. §

Taking a stand for pizza and against sleep

Krista Mills, web content coordinator

I can smell it! Run! Photo Credit: Krista Mills.
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Transgender Day of Remembrance 
“Today, we remember and honour them.”

Friday, November 20th, 2015 marks 

the 7th annual Transgender Day of Remem-
brance (TDoR) for Brandon. “On this som-
ber day, we would like to acknowledge all 
individuals who have died because of their 
gender identity or expression, perceived or 
actual.” Words spoken by Rune Breckon 
during the candle light vigil in Brandon. 
Many organizations around the world from 
places such as; Paris, France, Tel Aviv, Is-
rael and Pescara, Italy have recognized the 
day. 

Though an incredible achievement, it is 
a sad one. This year TDoR recognizes the 
reported deaths of 271 trans people from 
around the world. This brings the total re-
ported count to 1,933 deaths recorded from 

January 1st, 2008 to September 30th 2015. 
At 12:00 PM within Knox United Church, 
the first event was held. This consisted of 
a Smudge ceremony, an activity to cleanse 
the body, a guest speaker from Winnipeg, 
and a reading of the names of those who 
died this year. 

Everyone gathered in a separate hall for 
beverages and a meal to talk after the read-
ing. The second event, which began around 
7:00 PM at the Park Community Centre was 
a candlelight vigil, where another Smudge 
ceremony was performed and a number of 
names were read again. Afterwards, people 
went indoors to write letters. These letters 
were addressed anonymously to anyone 
from an unknown person to lost loved ones 
as a way to say goodbye. 

Rune Breckon, the co-founder of the 
Winnipeg TDoR had a number of things to 

say while speaking privately. When asked 
about his involvement with TDoR he ex-
plained his role as a co-founder for Winni-
peg’s TDoR, and his opinion of its goals, “I 
think the overarching goal/aim of TDoR is to 
remember, and to mourn, and raise aware-
ness.” He spoke of how different communi-
ties go through this event, many differing 
ways from panel discussions, candle vigils, 
to even protesting. Finishing the conversa-
tion Rune said, “Being in a room full of peo-
ple who genuinely care about trans folks, 
whether that be loved ones, family, friends, 
acquaintances, partners, you name it; be-
ing in a room with people who deeply care 
and are operating from a place of heart, 
it’s so moving, so powerful because some-
times trans folks and two-spirit folks don’t 
have that opportunity to be in a room with 
people who really care.” §

Michael henry, rePorter

WUSC’s Refugee Camp
Helping Refugees and raising awareness

Last Monday, the Brandon University 
student chapter of World University Service 
of Canada (WUSC) staged a mock refugee 
camp in the mingling area. A small a-frame 
tent was set up, smaller than most tents we 
would use here to go camping with no room 
to stand up. The idea for the mock refugee 
camp came from a WUSC leadership meet-
ing attended by chairperson, and BU stu-
dent, Chelsey Weir in the summer of 2014. 
When asked about the success of the event 
Chelsey said “I feel that the mock refugee 

camp was successful. We had many impor-
tant conversations with students and facul-
ty about the ways in which Canada can be a 
part of the process of welcoming refugees, 
in addition to larger questions about global 
citizenship and responsibility for refugee 
crises.” Chili was also sold as a fundraiser. 

Each year BU sponsors 2 students 
through the Student Refugee Program, 
and have sponsored 34 students since 
1982. This is made possible in part by the 
contribution of students. The WUSC levy of 
$10.90 per student helps offset the costs 
associated with sponsoring these students. 

WUSC hopes to bring three students to BU 
starting in the fall of 2016. 

There are two local WUSC committees 
at BU, one for faculty, who handle the logis-
tics associated with sponsorship and the 
students are responsible for the support 
for the new students. 

If you are interest in becoming involved 
in WUSC you can contact Chelsey at weir_
ch@live.ca or check out  http://wusc.ca/
en/help-syrian-refugees-find-hope-through-
education. Ending with a fun fact: once 
these sponsored students arrive in Canada 
they become permanent residents. §

Krista Mills, web content coordinator

Forum Interrupts Collective AGM
IPC Director takes the opportunity to speak to students and it backfires 

On Wednesday, November 18th, 
2015 the Brandon University Aboriginal 
Student Council (BUASC) held their AGM 
in the Indigenous Peoples’ Centre (IPC). 
The AGM began as some students were 
finishing their meals from the Potluck that 
preceded the meeting. As a group of stu-
dents decided to leave mid-meeting, the 
IPC Director, George Kennedy, interrupted 
the AGM and asked to have the floor. Toni 
Bouchey, BUASC Public Relations who was 
Chairing the meeting conceded. BUASC is a 
Collective under BUSU while IPC is a depart-
ment under Student Services with Brandon 
University, they are separate as a student 
group and a university department.

Kennedy spoke about a few items, but 
tensions arose when he opened the floor 
to  discuss the annual Round Dance that 
BUASC traditionally hosts in the Spring. He 
asked for input as to his role in this event 
and some students took the opportunity to 
address their feelings about IPC and the 
management of the Centre as a whole over 
the last six weeks that Kennedy has been 
with BU. Sheyenne Spence, Aboriginal Di-

rector, spoke up saying that students have 
approached her, concerned that the IPC is 
no longer the home away from home that 
they have grown to enjoy on campus. “It’s 
feels institutional” said Whitney Hodgins, a 
regular attendee and member of the BUASC 
collective at-large. 

Other students spoke about some of 
the basic services of IPC such as soup and 
Elders not being available. Kennedy said 
“As soon as the other position [referring to 
the Student Success Officer position within 
the IPC] is filled many of the services will be 
restored.” Students were unhappy with this 
answer and asked if this meant that those 
services won’t be offered until that position 
is filled. Kennedy mentioned that he is only 
one person and cannot meet the needs of 
being off campus at events as the “proxy 
to the President of Brandon University” as 
well as the needs of the students. 

Kennedy mentioned “an Aboriginal 
Student Needs Assessment Survey that 
was removed for being offensive, will be 
put back online for students next week to 
voice their concerns”. Students spoke and 
said that there doesn’t need to be more 
research; that they know what research 

shows for the success of Aboriginal Stu-
dents. Spence again spoke about students 
wanting the community and home feeling 
back in the IPC. “My job is Administrative 
not front line” said Kennedy. Students 
mumbled with each other about feeling like 
they were not bring heard when Julia Stone-
man-Sinclair, Student Success Officer who 
stepped in to help out in the IPC while the 
hiring of the Director took place, offered a 
solution. Her suggestion was a Sharing Cir-
cle so students can have their input and be 
heard about the current status of the IPC. 
This was agreed upon and the BUASC AGM 
resumed.

After the tension settled, Sheyenne 
Spence said “I feel student retention and 
success are important to the Indigenous 
Peoples’ Centre. As Aboriginal Director, 
it’s my responsibility to assist in meeting 
the needs of fellow students by collaborat-
ing with various groups and individuals on 
campus. It has come to my attention that 
many students feel unhappy with the cur-
rent situation in the Indigenous Peoples’ 
Centre and I look forward to working with 
both BUASC and BU Administration in ad-
dressing the issue.” §

Jillian Vanderheiden, rePorter



Volleyball took place this week-

end here at the HLC as Brandon’s opponents 
from BC came in to play some close match-
es. Both men’s and women’s teams played 
well but the volleyball teams ultimately faced 
more losses than wins. Friday saw the men 
win but the women lose and Saturday saw 
both Bobcat teams suffer defeat. 

The women’s team faced a hard week-
end as they lost every single set against the 
UBC Heat. The women were outplayed in ev-
ery match as their closest game was on Fri-
day with a score of 21 - 25, and their worst 
game was 7 - 25 on Saturday. With points 
like these scored against them the women 
definitely need to find a rallying point as their 
losing streak increases to 4. 

On Friday the women couldn’t seem to 

get ahead. Even with their determination 
and intensity they faced hardships and the 
superior Heat took the win. On Saturday the 
women again struggled and even faced a 
match where their loss was by 18 points. 

The UBC is ranked rather high nation-
ally, in the top 5, so no huge disappointment 
there for the team. It was clear that the 
girls worked hard and fought while on their 
home court but it definitely was not enough. 
Whether better communication and team-
work is needed or just continuing to put in 
long hours of athletic building, the women 
still have work to do before they face these 
opponents again. The lady’s leaders include, 
Nikki Majewski who had the most kills at 14 
this weekend, Breanne Sytnyk who had a 
total of 7 blocks, Hope Schneider who had 
33 assists and Donata Huebert who had 19 
digs.

The men’s team fared a little better then 
their female counterparts, as they won in 
a clean sweep on Friday 3 - 0 and even 
Saturday when they were able to almost 
beat the Heat but lost 2 - 3. Their best win 
came on Friday when they won a match 
25 - 15 and their closest match was the 
final match on Saturday when they lost 
13 - 15. On Friday the men played well 
and dominated their opponents crushing 
them at each and every turn. The men’s 

chemistry was on point and their teamwork 
earned them the win. On Saturday the men 
faced a tougher reality as after they were 2 
games up, they faced 3 matches in a row 
where the Heat edged ahead every time 
taking advantage of Brandon’s overconfi-
dence. The men’s leaders of the weekend 
include, Roy Ching who had 35 kills, Bruce 
Akubukaka who had 7 blocks, Reece Dixon 
who had 65 assists and Jeremy Davies who 
made 26 digs.

The volleyball teams next games will be 
on the 4th and 5th of December when they 
go out to Edmonton to take on the Golden 
Bears and Pandas of the University of Al-
berta. 

For any information or stats on any of 
the games the volleyball teams have played, 
go to www.gobobcats.ca. Best of luck in your 
upcoming endeavours athletes! §
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Jaycee Castle joined the ranks of su-
perb athletes from BU in October. 
Throughout the women’s soccer sea-
son, Jaycee led her team in scoring and 
scored damn near every game. Jaycee 
was a powerhouse on the pitch as her 
hard work and goals brought BU to the 
finals for the MCAC championship. The 
season is over but the women had a 
great season. With leaders like Castle 
out on the field Brandon is sure to be at 
the top of the ranks next year. §

Men And Women’s Volleyball
Bobcats VS. Heat

say while speaking privately. When asked 
about his involvement with TDoR he ex-
plained his role as a co-founder for Winni-
peg’s TDoR, and his opinion of its goals, “I 
think the overarching goal/aim of TDoR is to 
remember, and to mourn, and raise aware-
ness.” He spoke of how different communi-
ties go through this event, many differing 
ways from panel discussions, candle vigils, 
to even protesting. Finishing the conversa-
tion Rune said, “Being in a room full of peo-
ple who genuinely care about trans folks, 
whether that be loved ones, family, friends, 
acquaintances, partners, you name it; be-
ing in a room with people who deeply care 
and are operating from a place of heart, 
it’s so moving, so powerful because some-
times trans folks and two-spirit folks don’t 
have that opportunity to be in a room with 
people who really care.” §

WUSC hopes to bring three students to BU 
starting in the fall of 2016. 

There are two local WUSC committees 
at BU, one for faculty, who handle the logis-
tics associated with sponsorship and the 
students are responsible for the support 
for the new students. 

If you are interest in becoming involved 
in WUSC you can contact Chelsey at weir_
ch@live.ca or check out  http://wusc.ca/
en/help-syrian-refugees-find-hope-through-
education. Ending with a fun fact: once 
these sponsored students arrive in Canada 
they become permanent residents. §

shows for the success of Aboriginal Stu-
dents. Spence again spoke about students 
wanting the community and home feeling 
back in the IPC. “My job is Administrative 
not front line” said Kennedy. Students 
mumbled with each other about feeling like 
they were not bring heard when Julia Stone-
man-Sinclair, Student Success Officer who 
stepped in to help out in the IPC while the 
hiring of the Director took place, offered a 
solution. Her suggestion was a Sharing Cir-
cle so students can have their input and be 
heard about the current status of the IPC. 
This was agreed upon and the BUASC AGM 
resumed.

After the tension settled, Sheyenne 
Spence said “I feel student retention and 
success are important to the Indigenous 
Peoples’ Centre. As Aboriginal Director, 
it’s my responsibility to assist in meeting 
the needs of fellow students by collaborat-
ing with various groups and individuals on 
campus. It has come to my attention that 
many students feel unhappy with the cur-
rent situation in the Indigenous Peoples’ 
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robert KillaM iii, senior sPorts rePorter Bobcats 
Female Athlete 

of the Month

Last week’s Brandon University 

Students’ Union AGM presented a good op-
portunity for the students of BU. We had the 
chance to review and inquire about how the 
student elected executive council and those 
inside of our student union have been man-
aging the organizations finances and by ex-
tent our student union dues.

As a student of BU I can tell you outright 
that I was not impressed with the financial 
performance of the executive council, which 
are the so called “Unicorns for Financial Re-
sponsibility” (a ridiculous name by both ac-
counts apparently). As far as I can see there 
was very little financial responsibility being 
practiced during this fiscal year. Besides the 
obvious issue of the audited financial state-
ments presenting general operating losses 
for the year of ($27,540) which was reflect-
ed on the balance sheet as a decrease in as-
sets and increases in liabilities of ($20,699) 

and $6,841 respectively, those recorded 
losses also fall on the footsteps of a disas-
trous “Crash the Courtyard” which resulted 
in a loss for students of ($18,249) and a 
huge decrease in attendance, this event 
was hailed as a success by the students 
union executive committee when it was ob-
viously anything but. 

These losses in combination with the 
reckless spending that the executive council 
seem to rationalize (such as the purchase of 
made by VP External Rhoni Mohanraj in the 
amount of 10,050.00 for new computers for 
the exec) resulted in very poor performance 
of the current executive council. So in a year 
with an influx in the student population, and 
a larger amount of student union dues being 
collected, this executive council that ran on 
election promises of fiscal responsibility has 
been content to show losses on their opera-
tions and break their promises to the voters 
of Brandon University student population. I 
for one am very disappointed. §

daVid huberdeau, financial corresPondent

Money woes
BUSU’s Finances Financial



“Come brothers and sisters, lend 

me your ears. Do your sins weigh upon 
you? Does your soul walk in fear? Do you 
seek redemption? Are there answers you 
crave?” goes the eerie intro of the Murder-
Murder song “When the Lord Calls Your 
Name”, ominous and foreboding in tone, 
these words make one think of Gothicism 
and the macabre simultaneously. On No-
vember 17th, the Sudbury, ON bloodgrass 
band MurderMurder (MM) stopped in 
Brandon while on their cross-Canada 
“From the Stilhouse” tour. The band has 
six members: Sam Cassio- vocals, guitar, 
mandolin, Jonathan Danyliw- vocals, gui-
tar, mandolin, Barry Miles- vocals, banjo, 

dobro, guitar, Geoff McCausland- violin, 
Steph Dufresene- percussion, and Kris 
Dickson- upright bass.

According to Geoff McCausland and 
Sam Cassio. Bloodgrass is a music genre 
mixing traditional Bluegrass and Outlaw 
Country, with a bit of homicide to slake 
the bloodthirst of crimson cowboys. Cas-
sio says that the band exclusively plays 
murder ballads that always have someone 
die, or face lethal peril. He also says that 
the band started off with a couple of guys 
joking around and playing a few sets of 
murder ballads. They liked what they were 
doing, so they decided to form a band and 
continue their death-centric music.

In regards to their genre-defying 
sound, Cassio says that “if you can be put 

into a category, you are not doing anything 
interesting” and that MM does not want 
to be “shackled to any particular style” of 
genre. With 3 writers collaborating, and a 
mosaic of musical methodologies, there 
is ample room for a multitude of voices in 
the group to develop and add to the mys-
tique of the MM listener experience. Geoff 
McCausland, for instance played with a 
four string quartet and symphony before 
being a part of MM. 

When asked if they had any advice for 
musicians considering becoming a part 
of the touring musician scene, the lads 
laughingly said “for the love of God, don’t 
do it. If you can do something else, do it.” 
Sam says that the reason he is a musician 
is because he is “simply not good at any-

thing else.” On a more serious note, they 
say that musicians considering it should 
just go for it and be their authentic selves 
while doing so. 

MM’s tour ends with a last show at 
the Raven and Republic on December 
12th in North Bay, ON. The boys “don’t 
mind being gypsies ninety days a year” or 
sleeping on floors, but they also say that 
they will be glad to head home and spend 
the holiday season with their loved ones. 

You can learn more about Murder-
Murder can visit their website: murder-
murder.net or the MurderMurder page on 
Facebook. Their newly released CD “From 
the Stilhouse” is available for purchase 
on their website and on the iTunes. §
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nathan MacKrith, rePorter

Welcome to dying! Though still in 

development with plans for a release early 
2016, this game is available for early ac-
cess. Having inherited a gothic mansion 
built over a monster-infested dungeon, 
you call upon a group of adventurers to 
assist in securing your rightful property. 
Just don’t get too attached, as they are 
merely tools to be expended. Those who 
do return are likely to cower in the fetal 
position for the rest of their days.

The game plays as a 2D turn-based 
strategy with adventure elements. From 
your hamlet, you organize your team and 
venture into the dungeons, which are pro-
cedurally generated so they’re different 
every time. From each room, you decide 
which corridor to go down to reach the 
next, uncovering traps, treasures and en-
emies along the way. 

You must try to manage your party’s 
health and sanity. When a character’s 
sanity reaches 100, their resolve be-
comes tested -- they may heroically and 

overcome their fear, supporting the rest 
of the group for the dungeon’s duration, 
or go mad from the stress and become 
a burden for the rest of the group. When 
sanity reaches 200, the character dies 
of a heart attack. They may also pick up 
good/bad personality traits or diseases.

There are a variety of character class-
es, each with abilities ranging from recov-
ering health or sanity, buffing the party, 
and attacking or debuffing enemies, each 
skill targeting characters in a specific po-
sition during combat. Some characters do 

better in the front, and some in the back 
-- the same is said for the enemies, with 
many of the most dangerous and frustrat-
ing ones hiding behind their meatshields. 
Each character also starts with their own 
personality traits, which range from be-
ing a champion against demons to being 
afraid of light to having deviant tastes... 

So if you’re a fan of brutal roguelike 
games, or being punished by the Random 
Number God, then grab your steel, light 
your torch, and prepare yourself for a long 
trek through the dark unknown. §

Game Review: Darkest Dungeon
Genre: RPG, Roguelike, Survival    Developer: Red Hook Studios       Platform: PC, Mac, PS4, PSVita         Rating: 4 .5/ 5

treVor ‘t-dawg’ Venn, buga
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Dear Quentin,
Have you ever considered starting a 

fascist regime at BU?
Nathan M.

Dear Nathan,
At BU… no. But, that is a qualifi ed 

no. I don’t believe for a second that the 
students at this school would work in a 
fascist regime. By which I mean, there is 
so much apathy that any regime would 
roll right along and if anyone noticed any-
thing at all it would be a damned miracle. 
There would be students wandering by my 
gibbets full of howling prisoners, and peo-
ple disappearing everyday, and unless it 
made it onto Twitter, nothing would hap-
pen. It really takes the fun out of ruling 
a dictatorship when no one reacts to the 
atrocities. 

I support this claim with the extreme-
ly low voter numbers during elections and 
the fact that I have sat naked in the min-
gling area with nary a second glance. 

Because of the low voting numbers 
you can reasonably argue that BUSU is a 
fascist regime. They certainly don’t repre-
sent the student body as a whole. That’s 
apathy for you though, you get led where 
you don’t want to go while you’re distract-
ed by trivialities and then complain about 
the leadership the whole way. 

Outside of BU on the other hand, 
there are several countries that I have ex-
pressed an interest in. Most are in South 
America where puppet governments rise 
and fall with alarming regularity. When 
you control both sides of the political 
struggle, however, it doesn’t really matter 
who wins, the profi ts still come rolling into 
my Swiss Bank Account. If only I had even 
a modicum of access to it. 

So get out there and start your own 
oppressive regime!

Quentin ‘Despot’ Quill

As� Quentin 

A common white girl 
response to (a) rhetorical 

questions, (b) general 
stupidity, and/or (c) the 

utterly obvious question; 
frequently spoken in a Cali 
girl drawl with Starbucks 
and an iPhone in hand. So 

speakers of the phrase, 
you’re not cooler or smarter 
than the rest of us, and you 

defi nitely don’t have prettier 
hair or clearer skin, so just 

don’t.

“Kay”

The word Meokbang means an eat-

ing show. It was started in Korea and now 
many people enjoy watching Meokbang 
on YouTube. The concept of this show is 
either how much food a person can eat or 
how fast a person can eat. For example, 
one Meokbang star ate 5 kg of crabs and 
9 pieces of chicken per meal.  

All this show broadcast is eating foods, 

but unbelievably many people watch this 
show. Some people play this show while 
they are eating alone at home, and feel 
like they have a company besides them 
while eating.  

Others, particularly women, watch 
this show to satisfy their own hunger. They 
get vicariously satisfi ed by watching the 
host eating and still not gaining a pound. 

Some do not get the concept of this 
show and think it is a waste of time to 
watching this kind of show, but it is very 

successful show business, probably more 
than you think. Top Meokbang stars earn 
average of CAD $15000 per month. They 
produce English and other language sub-
titles so viewers from all around world can 
enjoy the show. 

The shows often get critiques of con-
cerning their health. Some viewers sus-
pect that the stars may have anorexia or 
bulimia because most of Meokbang stars 
are petite sizes. Would you be interested 
in watching Meokbang? §

Global View: Meokbang
Get Cultured

claire song, coluMnist

Okay, I tried. I really tried, and I really 

wanted this game to impress me as much 
as other games have this year. I’ve been 
really enjoying the game, and I fi nd it hard 
to put it down, even at 6:00 AM. And yet, 
despite the fact that I will invest more time 
in this game than any other 2015 release, 
I can’t rate this game higher than I have.

One word: mods. Looking at how mods 
fi xed Skyrim’s problems and made the 
game better, it’s safe to assume they will 
improve Fallout 4, including improving this 
game’s features (Power armor ftw!). Mods 
are also likely to fi x 99% of the problems 
that anyone could have with this game. 
The developers have even promised that 
the mods for the PC version of the game 
will also be available on the consoles. 

This leads to the real problem with 
this game: the developers realize mods 
will do for this game what they could not. 
Whether the problem is a lack of “quality”, 
quality assurance testing, or a lack of time 
to run any QA before kicking the game out 
the door, Bethesda has a history of re-
leasing buggy games. Sure, their games 
are huge with an impossible number of 
factors to account for, but with Fallout 4 
it seems like they left things for the mod-
ding community to fi x and tweak. 

Combat is polished, with enemy AI 
making better use of cover forcing the 
player to play tactically rather than rely-
ing on VATS all the time. Piloting power 
armour rather than simply wearing it is a 
great feature I look forward to exploring 
further. The game has a number of char-
acters with a lot of personality, especially 
Piper. But other than that, things feel un-

polished. Building a settlement is fun, but 
clunky, and the options feel limited, with 
so much potential to yet be realized. Set-
tlers won’t run the level 1 weapon shop. 
Dialogue sequences are buggy, with char-
acters moving off screen, sometimes lock-
ing your game and forcing you to load. Oth-
er times, your companions will talk to you 
during combat, getting you killed! Mods 
are already being released to change the 
dialogue system to make it more role-play 

friendly. And this time, the only character 
you can play is the good guy.

I want this to be game of the year. I 
love the series, and I love Bethesda de-
spite their faults. It’s still a great game, 
with a lot of game to play and plenty of re-
play value. And the mods will make it even 
better. But depending on the mods to 
make a game amazing is a poor develop-
ment strategy. Sorry Fallout 4, I love you, 
but your score is based on your merits. §

Game Review: Fa��out 4 - Part 2: The American Dream
Genre: Action RPG, Post-Apocalyptic, Developer: Bethesda,  Platforms: PC, PS4, XOne,  Rating: 3.5 / 5

treVor ‘t-dawg’ Venn, buga

better in the front, and some in the back 
-- the same is said for the enemies, with 
many of the most dangerous and frustrat-
ing ones hiding behind their meatshields. 
Each character also starts with their own 
personality traits, which range from be-
ing a champion against demons to being 
afraid of light to having deviant tastes... 

So if you’re a fan of brutal roguelike 
games, or being punished by the Random 
Number God, then grab your steel, light 
your torch, and prepare yourself for a long 
trek through the dark unknown. §
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On Wednesday, November 18th, 

2015 the Brandon University Aboriginal 
Student Council (BUASC) held their annual 
fall AGM. Their AGM started off with a well-
attended potluck in the Indigenous Peo-
ples’ Centre (IPC) with Sheyenne Spence, 
BUSU Aboriginal Director and Rhoni Mo-
hanraj, BUSU Vice-President External both 
attending. Quorum was easily sustained 
throughout the duration of their meeting 
although Mohanraj had to leave for other 
commitments before the official AGM be-
gan.  Jeremy Hobson, Treasurer and Toni 
Bouchey, Public Relations were the only 
two BUASC members in attendance.

The first order of business was the 
official addition of the position of Cultural 
Coordinator and its description into the 
By-Laws. This motion was passed and 
an Interim Cultural Coordinator was even 
nominated and accepted on the spot. 
Cory Meeches, who ran for Vice-President 
and was succeeded by Tyson Desjarlais, 
accepted the position. “I feel good. I feel 
honoured. It is a good opportunity to inter-
act with everyone.” Meeches is a 3rd year 
student who is majoring in Anthropology. 

He is from Long Plain First Nation and 
hopes to one day find himself working in 
the community in his field of study.

The second order of business was 
Upcoming Events. A Gala is being held on 
Dec. 12th to bring the Walking With Our 
Sisters Exhibit to the City of Brandon, MB 
in February 2016. The cost of the exhibit 
is $20,000 and the group hopes to raise 
this in time, starting with the Gala and 
multiple Bannock Sales being held on Fri-
days. For information on the purchasing 
tickets or to volunteer for the Gala, or for 
more information on the Bannock Sales, 
please email Julia Stoneman-Sinclair at 
stonemansinclairj@brandonu.ca. Other 
events in the works are the annual Christ-
mas Potluck that BUASC hosts in Dec. 
and a Mini-Pavilion to be hosted in con-
junction with BUASC and the International 
Students’ Organization (ISO) early in the 
coming New Year.

Toni Bouchey, who also Chaired the 
AGM said, “We got a lot accomplished to-
night, it could have been more productive 
[in regards to the IPC Director’s interrup-
tion, see article in this issue]. It’s a good 
start for the direction we want to head in 
the New Year.” §

If the previous day’s AGM didn’t bring 

enough discussion to the table, Wednes-
day, November 18th’s less-publicized 
Brandon University Student Union board 
meeting most likely did. With the Annual 
General Meeting of the Canadian Federa-
tion of Students, a student organization 
representing several student unions at 
universities across Canada, ongoing as of 
press time, discussion frequently centred 
around the Federation and the role it plays 
with BUSU and other student unions.

BUSU supported a motion put forward 
from the University of Toronto to change 
the percentages of the student body 
needed to express support for leaving and 
entering the CFS in a petition, from its cur-
rent 20% and 10% respectively, to 15% 
for both. BUSU have found themselves 
using less materials from the CFS in re-
cent years, but when asked about polling 

students on their level of support for CFS 
membership, Vice-President Internal Nick 
Brown stated that “CFS jumps down our 
throats, and they come out hitting hard, 
even as we start thinking about that.” He 
also spoke of being disappointed in their  
services in recent years, especially at 
the federal level, but found himself “very 
happy” with those from the CFS’ Manitoba 
component this current year, indicating 
that BUSU is likely to remain a member of 
the Federation for some time.

Also of acceptance by BUSU was a mo-
tion to terminate the Federation’s relation-
ship with OOHLALA, a mobile application 
with social networking, day planning and 
other functions which is currently avail-
able as a free service to all students un-
der the Canadian Federation of Students. 
Provincially, the application has only eight 
users, which Brown felt was not worth the 
half-million-dollar expenditure on the app 
by CFS. The motion was submitted from 

within BUSU on recommendation of the 
University of Winnipeg Students’ Asso-
ciation. BUSU also discussed a motion to 
provide an online portal to share resourc-
es created by CFS members, which would 
replace some of the functionality lost to 
student unions by eliminating the app.

BUSU, however, was much less recep-
tive to a motion for a proposed summit on 
racism. In its current shape, the summit 
would tale place in the spring of 2016, 
open “only to racialized students,” allow-
ing them to “gather, participate in story-
telling and share resources on combating 
racism and colonialism both on- and off-
campus.” The council had concerns over 
only opening the summit to racialized stu-
dents, citing a lack of communication to 
those not of racial minorities who would 
need to be included in the discussion, or 
at least hear the message. “There may be 
persons who would not be identified as 
racialized, who would want to share sto-

ries not necessarily of their own, but of 
someone who is affected,” claimed Emma 
Southam, BUSU’s Sexuality and Gender-
Based Director, who also doubted how 
someone’s racialized status would be de-
termined, calling it “a complicated bucket 
of fish.” BUSU, however, supported a CFS-
wide motion to lobby Elections Canada to 
put more permanent polling stations in 
place during federal elections.

On the local side, Erotic Bingo was 
one of the more notable issues discussed. 
Flora Cowan Hall expressed interest in 
running the “incredibly popular” event, 
held at SUDS in past years, due to the 
current rebuild of the Women’s Collective. 
Such a move would require a partnership 
between BUSU and Flora Cowan, allowing 
for guidance to be given by the Women’s 
Director of BUSU, Racheal Wu. A motion 
for a partnership was approved, with 
dates for the next Erotic Bingo unknown 
as of writing. §

BUSU Board Meeting: Cutting Ties with CFS?
Union in talks about lessening federation’s role

logan PrazniK, rePorter

BUSU/Clubs – 6BUSU AGM
Quorum attained, maintained for first time in two years

On Tuesday, November 17th, the 

Brandon University Students’ Union held 
their Annual General Meeting, and for 
the first time in two years, met and kept 
quorum for the entire meeting. Michael 
Barkman, chair for the Canadian Federa-
tion of Students in Manitoba, served as 
chairperson, and the meeting was open 
to all members of the union (effectively, 
all students of Brandon University).

“It was only 12 minutes; it was very 
fast, but we had quorum the whole time, 
and we got through all of the motions that 
were submitted, so it was a success,” 
said BUSU’s Vice-President Internal, Nick 
Brown on the AGM at the following day’s 
board meeting. As opposed to holding 
meetings in SUDS, as has been the case 
with previous meetings, the most recent 
AGM was held in the main cafeteria in 
McMaster Hall, where a large number of 
students usually congregate during the 
lunch hour in which the meeting was held. 
A free lunch of hamburgers and fries was 
also given out to anyone who attended 
the meeting. As a result, the union was 
able to overcome its previous difficulties 

with meeting and maintaining quorum, 
while also saving money, with the burgers 
being cheaper than renting out SUDS in 
the long run.

The meeting emphasized the success 
of cost-cutting measures in this year’s 
budget, quoting the current administra-
tion’s campaign slogan, “Financial Re-
sponsibility.” The proposed budget for the 
current academic year, which would in-
volve over $30,000 in reduced expenses 
for the union, in part thanks to a massive 
reduction of expenses due to the move 
from the previous Rock the Block event 
to this year’s Crash the Courtyard. A mo-
tion to accept BUSU’s budget for this year 
was passed in a vote involving the gen-
eral public. The union also explained their 
role in students’ lives, including the plan-
ning of Crash the Courtyard, provision of 
health insurance for students, role in the 
Canadian Federation of Students “It’s No 
Secret” campaign regarding the recent 
federal election, and representation of the 
student body to the administration. Given 
the short time in which it was completed, 
the meeting was rather uneventful, but it 
concluded itself a successful affair. §

logan PrazniK, rePorter

BUASC AGM
Quorum is never an issue for BUASC

Jillian Vanderheiden, rePorter

All of us at the Brandon University 

Students Union would like to thank all the 
volunteers of the clubs who contributed 
their time to the Halloween Food Drive 
this year. A record-breaking 4500 pounds 
of food was collected this year for our 
Food Bank.

So many people were instrumental 
in collecting this mountain of food: The 
community members who donated non-
perishable food, filling our bins. All of the 
local community business who helped 
spread the word. The hearty volunteers 
from all the clubs who walked door-to-door 
collecting these foods. We know, it was on 
a windy and cold Saturday night but, you 

guys still persevered to make sure we fill 
the food bank. Big shout out to the fol-
lowing clubs in no specific order: Physical 
Education Club, Disaster and Emergency 
Student Society, Political Science Club, 
Geography Club, Geology Club, Varsity 
Christian Fellowship Club, Enactus, Bio-
logical Society, and the Anthropological 
Society. 

The clubs are one of the main reasons 
we at BUSU are able to pull this off year 
over year. Your collective effort is what 
helps us put food on the table for many 
students who use the food bank in times 
of need. For that, we are grateful. Thanks 
for being awesome! Thanks for filling the 
food bank for another year. §

BUSU is Grateful for Clubs 
A message from the VP

rhoni MohanraJ, busu
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He is from Long Plain First Nation and 
hopes to one day find himself working in 
the community in his field of study.

The second order of business was 
Upcoming Events. A Gala is being held on 
Dec. 12th to bring the Walking With Our 
Sisters Exhibit to the City of Brandon, MB 
in February 2016. The cost of the exhibit 
is $20,000 and the group hopes to raise 
this in time, starting with the Gala and 
multiple Bannock Sales being held on Fri-
days. For information on the purchasing 
tickets or to volunteer for the Gala, or for 
more information on the Bannock Sales, 
please email Julia Stoneman-Sinclair at 
stonemansinclairj@brandonu.ca. Other 
events in the works are the annual Christ-
mas Potluck that BUASC hosts in Dec. 
and a Mini-Pavilion to be hosted in con-
junction with BUASC and the International 
Students’ Organization (ISO) early in the 
coming New Year.

Toni Bouchey, who also Chaired the 
AGM said, “We got a lot accomplished to-
night, it could have been more productive 
[in regards to the IPC Director’s interrup-
tion, see article in this issue]. It’s a good 
start for the direction we want to head in 
the New Year.” §

What’s going on in Brandon?

November 26th-28th: Vincent Massey 
High School presents Rodgers and Ham-
merstein’s Cinderella at the WMCA (205 
20th St). Show follows the story of Cin-
derella and is suitable for all ages. Show-
times are 7:30 PM on Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday, 2:00 PM on Saturday. Tickets 
are $15 (student price). For more info see 
wmca.ca or 204-728-9510.

November 26th: The BU School of Mu-
sic is putting on a Big Band Concert in the 
Lorne Watson Recital Hall (Music Build-
ing). The program features an Earth, Wind 
and Fire suite and a Duke Ellington suite, 
with director Michael Cain. Start time is 
8:00 PM, admission is free.  

November 26th: The Huntington Soci-
ety is hosting a Sud, Spud fundraiser din-
ner at Houstons (3130 Victoria Ave). Tick-
ets are $20 which gives you one beverage 
and a meal. There will be a silent auction 
for those interested. Event is open to all 
ages. For more info call 204-573-4565 or 
204-721-0037. 

November 27th-28th: Bad Dog is play-
ing at The 40 (210 18th St N). For more 
info see The40.ca.

November 27th: The campus walk-in 

clinic is open from 9:00 AM until 1:00 PM 
in the HLC. No appointment is necessary, 
please have your Manitoba Health Card 
with you. 

November 27th: This is your last day 
to make a voluntary withdrawal from any 
first term courses. This is also the last day 
to claim a 50% refund on any both term 
course withdrawals. 

November 27th: The English and Cre-
ative Writing Club are putting on another 
Flash Fiction Friday in the library. The 
event is starting at 3:30 PM in the Gather-
ing Space. Writing utensils and paper will 
be provided to you. If you would like your 
Flash Fiction story to be entered into The 
Quill for publication please submit it to 
the ECW High Council for judging as there 
is limited space available. 

November 27th: The Bobcats basket-
ball teams are 
playing the U 
of M Bisons in 
the HLC. The 
women play at 
6:00 PM and 
the men at 
8:00 PM.

November 
27th: The Bran-
don Regional 

Health Center Foundation is holding their 
Holiday Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser in 
the Nurse’s Residence gym (150 McTav-
ish Ave E — BRHC) from 7:00 AM until 
10:00 AM. Holiday entertainment will be 
provided from 8:15 AM until 8:45 AM by 
the Crocus Plains Girls’ Choir. Tickets are 
$10, available at the Foundation Office 
and the door. For more info call 204-578-
4227.

November 28th: The 
BU Orchestra and Concert 
Choir are performing “An 
Eventing of Masterworks” 
at St. Matthew’s Cathedral 
(403 13th St). Start time is 
8:00 PM, admission is $8 
(student price).

November 28th: The 
Bobcats basketball teams 

are playing the U of M Bisons in the HLC. 
The women play at 5:00 PM and the men 
at 7:00 PM.

November 29th: The WSO is playing at 
the WMCA (205 20th St). The feature con-
ductor/comedian is Rainer Hersch. Start 
time is 3:00 PM, tickets are $12.50 (stu-
dent price). For more info see wmca.ca or 
204-728-9510. §

Upcoming Events
Things to do

ashlyn Pearce, coPy editor

Quorum is never an issue for BUASC

The clubs are one of the main reasons 
we at BUSU are able to pull this off year 
over year. Your collective effort is what 
helps us put food on the table for many 
students who use the food bank in times 
of need. For that, we are grateful. Thanks 
for being awesome! Thanks for filling the 
food bank for another year. §
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Helping the community

November 23rd - 27th is Enactus 

Week and we are celebrating bigger than 
ever this year with activities throughout 
the entire week. Enactus is an on cam-
pus team with the goal of making ideas of 
helping the community into a reality. This 
year we are stepping up our game, with 
over 30 active members that are running 
7 projects. 

Two of these projects are brand new 

this year created by students just like you! 
We would love to work with you on your 
ideas. No idea is to big or small! We are 
open to everyone, whether you are a sci-
ence, business, nursing, education, arts, 
or music student we welcome you all to 
join us in showing how Enactus #make-
schange in our community. 

For more information or to join us 
today contact Geoffrey Cruse by email at 
geoffrey@enactusbrandon.com §

Megan craMer, enactus


