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Different practices for  student 

loans across different provinces bring a 
feeling of resentment to students. A con-
cern of this nature was brought to The 
Quill’s attention, primarily by a couple of 
mature students. 

The complaints state that Manitoba 
student loans are paid each semester 
to the student. Thus, as has been expe-
rienced, if a student also applies for bur-
saries and scholarships that are awarded 
before the funds are allocated they face 
the potential to receive a smaller amount 

in loans. With mature students this can 
be especially troubling because they likely 
have a child, or children, to support finan-
cially in addition to financially supporting 
themselves. 

The bursaries and scholarships are 
also split up by term, and half of the set 
amount is awarded each term. This result-
ed in one specific student, who wished 
to not be named, being unable to use 
roughly $2000, which would have helped 
to cover expenses that are regularly in-
curred during the winter. She stated that 
“even if you are in dire need of this money 
before the holidays, you are unable to get 
it (the awards money) before the end of 

January.” 
The difference is seen when this situ-

ation is compared to recipients of Sas-
katchewan students loans. As reported 
by, Jillian Vanderheiden, a mature student 
receiving student loans from Saskatche-
wan, the entire amount for the year is allo-
cated at the beginning of the school year. 
This means that if they are then awarded 
any bursaries or scholarships that they 
are able to use the money awarded to 
supplement their regular income and are 
not losing funds. For a mature student this 
means that they are not at risk of having 
a cut in their income, and are able to sup-
plement their income with their awarded 

funds without major hassle. 
This situation is felt only by the re-

cipients of bursaries and scholarships. If 
a student funds their education through 
their income and student loans alone this 
would be less prominent as they would not 
feel the constraints of possibly not having 
as large of an income supplement. 

The ultimate concern that has been 
expressed is that students should have 
the right to choose whether or not to use 
their bursaries as an income supplement, 
which for some people could be a nec-
essary part of their personal budgeting 
plan. §

Ashlyn PeArce, coPy editor

Photo credit Krista Mills

Split BurSarieS an  
iSSue For MB StudentS

Inequality is shown between Saskatchewan and Manitoba bursaries and scholarships



BU’s Dr. Yvonne Boyer’s research was 
cited in the final report of the Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission of Canada (TRC), 
and she was both honored and surprised.
As BU’s Canadian Research Chair in Aborigi-
nal Health and Wellness, Boyer told the uni-
versity that she was “absolutely stunned” 
when she discovered that the cited Rec-
ommendation 18—the foundational basis 
for her work that urges all levels of govern-
ments to recognize and improve Aboriginal 

healthcare rights—was written by her.
“I look at Recommendation 18 and I 

thought, ‘That looks really familiar,’” she 
told BU Communications. “I quoted it, but 
I didn’t check. Then I woke up at three in 
the morning and said to myself, ‘Who wrote 
that?’ So I checked, and I thought, ‘Oh wow! 
It’s me!’”

As for the next step, Boyer, whose self-
proclaimed “life’s work” is advocating for 
an increased awareness of Aboriginal and 
Treaty rights, will further research Aborigi-
nal and Treaty healthcare-related rights for 
individuals who are incarcerated. §
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BU’s Dr. Yvonne Boyer. Photo credit: BU 
Communications.

BU Researcher Cited in TRC Report
Advocating for Aboriginal Treaty rights

holly kAlyniuk, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

Louis Visentin named President Emeritus at BU
For years of excellent work 

Brandon University Board of Gov-

ernors granted former BU president Louis 
Visentin the title of president emeritus—an 
honour given to a president or vice-chancel-
lor who served the university with distinc-
tion.

“I was surprised and pleased to be hon-
oured by the University,” said Visentin. “It is 
a very kind way of saying thank you for what 

I tried to do while at Brandon University. I 
had high expectations of my colleagues, 
students, and the people of Brandon and 
Manitoba. I was never disappointed.”

Born of humble beginnings to northern 
Italian parents with a strong feeling of ob-
ligation to “give back” to the country that 
welcomed them when they immigrated 
in the early 1900s, Visentin was the first 
member of his family to attend university. 
After joining several post-secondary institu-
tions across Canada and the United States, 
he began working in university administra-
tive systems with the intention of, like his 
parents, giving back to his community.

One of his many outlets for making a 
difference: Brandon University. 

“Stated simply,” Visentin said, “I want-
ed to give back, and make a difference at 
a place that needed some polish.” Serving 
at BU for nine years from 2000 to 2009, he 
aimed to gift an artistic space in the sculp-
ture garden in the Kavanaugh Courtyard, 
where his Prairie Reflections steel sculp-
ture still stands.

Some of Visentin’s most notable ac-
complishments include implementing sev-
eral new programs like a bachelor’s de-

gree in nursing and fine arts, helping BU 
connect to Canada’s high-speed Internet 
research network, introducing several new 
scholarships, and organizing campus im-
provements, like the Healthy Living Centre. 
The second longest serving president at 
BU, Visentin is the second to attain presi-
dent emeritus recognition, and he was also 
awarded the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal 
for service to Canada in 2002.

Reflecting on the world of post-second-
ary institutions since he left BU to return 
to his hometown of Niagara Falls, Ontario, 
Visentin admits the lack of public support 
for institutions is poor. 

“My greatest disappointment has been 
the lack of appreciation and support by the 
public and politicians for post-secondary 
education. Education should be free for 
students and accountability should be built 
into all of our activities. We need a lot more 
operations research programs at our uni-
versities looking at ourselves.”

And Visentin’s final words for students, 
faculty, administrators, and athletes: 
“Choose the right things to do and then do 
them right! First plan...then be patient.... 
Most important…FINISH!” §

holly kAlyniuk, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

During the previous term, some 
professors missed a few classes. Specifi-
cally, professors hired to cover sabbatical 
leaves and therefore are with the university 
for short-term contracts. These professors 
need to schedule meetings and travel to 
try and secure a more permanent position 
for themselves. Unfortunately this was, in 
some cases, bringing the amount of hours 
that a professor must be present with their 
students below the required number, this 
number being “36 50-minute segments 
per three-credit-hour course.”

After a few queries in the subject, The 
Quill received a few words on the subject of 
missed classes from Dr. Steven Robinson, 
BU’s Vice President, “Brandon University 

has a requirement that students get the 
equivalent of 36 50-minute segments 
of classroom time with the instructor in 
every three-credit-hour course. Instruc-
tors are expected to be in class for that 
minimum amount of contact hours. Most 
courses are scheduled with more than 
36 contact hours in them to allow for the 
fact that classes sometimes have to be 
cancelled for a variety of reasons includ-
ing illness or work-related travel, such as 
academic conferences. In every case, how-
ever, instructors are required to plan their 
courses so as to guarantee students the 
minimum 36 contact hours. In rare and 
unfortunate cases, individual courses may 
fall below the required number of meetings 
because of unexpected circumstances, but 
I assure you that our Deans, Department 

Chairs, and Instructors try hard deal with 
cases as they arise so that students are not 
disadvantaged.”

Granted, you would be pressed to find 
someone who could not at least empathize 
on the issue of secure employment. The 
options that these professors face is not 
an enviable one, and students should be 
mindful that BU will not, in most cases, be 
the permanent job that these people will 
have. It is a difficult state for everyone. It is 
not just student struggling in this issue, but 
the professors as well. §

Professors Missing Classes
Students are sometimes shorted classes

michAel henry, rePorter

Louis Visentin. Photo credit: Louis Visentin.

Teacherless classes. Photo credit: Michael Henry.



The Cougars did not have much to do 

before the holidays. There were a few games 
that occurred. Also, that they kicked the 
midget Wheat King’s BUTT 3 - 0 and another 
win for the cats from across town. Gamache, 
Rink and Lonoway all added a goal for the 
ACC Women’s Hockey team. 

The Cougars also won a silver medal  
during the break at the Manitoba provin-
cials. This exciting news means that they 
have earned themselves the honour of be-
ing the  host team in the 2015 Women’s Sr. 
B Western Shield. They then proceeded to 
go undefeated at the Shield and brought 
home the gold!

Congratulations to all the players and 
head coach Terry Arksey, assistant coaches 
Ken Crowe and Bill Antler and team manag-
er Larry Shannon. 

Tune in next week for more Cougar’s ac-
tion. Ciao for now! §

The other day International Trade 

Minister Chrystia Freeland announced $50 
million in new funding for small businesses 
looking to export their goods.

Under the CanExport program, the fed-
eral government will reimburse up to 50 per 
cent of any spending between $10,000 and 
$100,000 by companies seeking to expand 
their overseas trade.

Businesses with fewer than 250 employ-
ees and annual revenue between $200,000 
and $50 million will be able to offset the 
costs of travel, trade fairs, market research, 
and other expenses related to exports.

Trade accounts for around two-thirds of 
the Canadian economy, and the Department 
of Global Affairs says one in five Canadian 
jobs is linked directly to exports.

While the falling Loonie has made Cana-
dian goods cheaper and more competitive, 

exports have not shown the strength that 
some had predicted. And with oil dropping 
Canada has seen an intense need to diver-
sify into non-energy exports. 

While this amount is a good first step 
by the new Liberal government in regards 
to supporting Canadian exports and busi-
ness, they fall greatly short of expectations. 
The Liberals have been budgeting for large 
expenditures ranging in the amounts of bil-
lions of dollars for humanitarian endeavors 

and spending in comparison paltry sums on 
supporting Canadian businesses in export-
ing which makes up a large amount of the 
Canadian economy making up $529 billion 
dollars or 30% of GDP. 

So far with the limited support by the 
Canadian government, I believe Canada will 
continually lose competitive advantage in 
our exports compared to our Asian and Latin 
American trading partners. §

From soccer to volleyball and onto 

basketball the men and women who play 
for our Bobcats athletic teams have been 
working hard this past semester. This article 
we’ll be covering how the teams are doing, 
where they sit in their standings along with 
special mentions to players who have been 
contributing the most work statistically to 
their teams.

The soccer teams have the shortest 
season, which lasts from September to Octo-
ber, where they played about 10 games. The 
men’s soccer team finished with 4 wins, 5 
losses, and 2 ties. They lost in the semifinals 
to CMU taking 4th in the Manitoba Colleges 
Athletic Conference. Osian Edwards was no-
ticed for being the 5th best goal scorer in the 
entire league with a regular season finish of 
8 goals. The women’s soccer team finished 
their season with 7 wins and 3 losses. They 
lost in the finals against Red River College 
taking 2nd in the MCAC. The leading goal 
scorer for BU was Jaycee Castle and she also 
took 2nd highest scorer in the league. 

The volleyball team’s season ends in 
February where they will play roughly 34 

games, not including post season or some 
tournaments. The men’s volleyball has 
played 12 regular season games and won 5 
while losing 7. The men’s preseason games 
include another 5 wins and 5 losses. As of 
now the volleyball team stands 7 out of 11 in 
Canadian Interuniversity Sports. Roy Ching 
is the men’s leader with a total of 192 kills, 
Jeremy Davies holds the most digs with 107 
and Mason Metcalf held most blocks with a 
total of 41. 

The women’s volleyball team played 
12 regular season games so far with 3 wins 
and 9 losses. Including tournaments and 
preseason games the women have an ad-
ditional 5 wins and 10 losses. Our women’s 
Bobcats volleyball team sits at 11 out of 13 

in the CIS standings. The women’s leaders 
include Shanlee McLennan with 89 kills, Do-
nata Huebert with 117 digs and Jodie Baker 
and Breanne Sytnyk with 35 blocks.

The basketball team’s season ends in 
February and they will get to play roughly 
27 games not including all tournaments or 
anything post season. The men’s basketball 
team has played a total of 6 regular season 
games of which they lost all of them. Includ-
ing tournaments and preseason the men 
add 2 wins and 6 losses. The men sit at 10 
out of 11 in the CIS league. The top scorer 
for the men is D.J. Jordan with 100 points. 
The women’s basketball team has played 
6 regular season games with 4 wins and 
2 losses. Including their preseason games 
and tournaments the women add 3 more 
wins and 3 more losses. The women sit at 
5 out of 11 in the CIS standing. Top scorer 
for the women is Keisha Cox with a total of 
93 points.

Just some information for anyone who 
was hoping to catch up with your BU Bob-
cats. Best of luck athletes, coaches, refer-
ees, announcers and everyone else who 
works to put our Bobcats in position to domi-
nate their opponents! §

3 — Volume 106, Issue 17 — January 12th, 2016

Sports – 3

gree in nursing and fine arts, helping BU 
connect to Canada’s high-speed Internet 
research network, introducing several new 
scholarships, and organizing campus im-
provements, like the Healthy Living Centre. 
The second longest serving president at 
BU, Visentin is the second to attain presi-
dent emeritus recognition, and he was also 
awarded the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal 
for service to Canada in 2002.

Reflecting on the world of post-second-
ary institutions since he left BU to return 
to his hometown of Niagara Falls, Ontario, 
Visentin admits the lack of public support 
for institutions is poor. 

“My greatest disappointment has been 
the lack of appreciation and support by the 
public and politicians for post-secondary 
education. Education should be free for 
students and accountability should be built 
into all of our activities. We need a lot more 
operations research programs at our uni-
versities looking at ourselves.”

And Visentin’s final words for students, 
faculty, administrators, and athletes: 
“Choose the right things to do and then do 
them right! First plan...then be patient.... 
Most important…FINISH!” §

dAvid huBerdeAu, finAnciAl corresPondent

A competitive advantage?
Liberals Export Support Financial

Bobcats Campaign
From the last semester

roBert killAm iii, senior sPorts rePorter

Follow the Quill on Twitter or Instagram and be 
entered to win a free book.

 Twitter - @quillbu      Instagram - @thequillbu

Witty Title
about the ACC Cougars

reid ogilvie, rePorter

Senior Solutions
The Answer to your Major Question

1. Know what ever currency is used everywhere
2. Become fascinated with exchange rates
3. Understand how prices work with supply and demand
4. Start hoarding gold as a result of knowing how fickle
    the economy is

Economics
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Studying abroad is an adventure. 

It’s both exciting and challenging. You are 
going to leave your homeland to learn and 
live in another country. At the same time, 
you are about to face some challenges 
you may not have imagined before. Be-
sides packing your luggage, you may be 
anxious about what else you need to do to 
prepare, like getting to know the country’s 
customs and culture. As an international 
student, I totally understand. Here is a list 
of mental preparations you should think 
through before you leave.

One of the biggest challenges to 
studying abroad is the language barrier. 
Without clear communication, students 
cannot achieve in class, make friends, 
and blend into the new culture. Although 
international students must take and 
pass standard tests like TOEFL and SAT 
before they are admitted, they may still 
not be able to successfully communicate 
after they arrive on campus. This is also 
a serious problem because you will need 
to speak with almost everyone, including 
professors, RAs, and students, using your 
new language. When you’re studying in 
Canada, English (or French in Quebec) is 

your basic tool to learn the culture. If you 
can already speak English fluently, well 
done!

A mistake international students 
often make is staying within their “com-
fort zone” of a small circle of friends who 
share their nationality, because they are 
afraid to make friends with foreigners. 
This is often due to language and culture 
barriers; it can be awkward to start a con-
versation in your new language and em-
barrassing if you cannot keep it going as a 
nonnative speaker. After a few attempts, it 
is easy to lose confidence. But you cannot 
give up! For example, the first intense sit-

uation international students will face is 
the orientation at the beginning of fresh-
man year. During orientation, you will be 
assigned to a small group, where you’ll 
socialize with other new freshmen. You 
might be the only international student 
in the group, and you might feel left out. 
But pushing forward to gain social skills is 
essential, especially freshman year. It is 
hard for international students, but they 
need to try their best because only in this 
way can their study abroad experience be 
meaningful as they truly learn and under-
stand the culture. §

Global View: Preparing for Canada
Get cultured

isrAt lisA mizAn, rePorter

This anime packs an absurd assort-

ment of awesome all “balled” into one 
fist! Jumping from webcomic to manga to 
anime, One-Punch Man follows Saitama, 
an average guy who is a hero for fun. In 
a Japan-based metropolis of cities A to Z, 
giant monsters and dangerous criminals 
run rampant. The Hero Association was 
formed to fight back and protect the world 
and its citizens from these certain disas-
ters. But among them all, there can only 
be one who is considered the absolute 
strongest.

As a young boy, Saitama dreamed of 
becoming a hero so strong, he could send 
any enemy flying with only one punch! 
But as he grew older, he made efforts to 
find a job as a businessman. After several 
failed interviews, and a certain event that 
sparked the foundation for the entire plot, 
he gave up looking for a job and began 
training to become the hero from his child-
hood dreams. After years of hardship, he 
finally became the hero he wanted to be 
-- unfortunately, he was faced with an 
equally soul-crushing problem... not only 
does no one acknowledge his deeds, but 
he’s overwhelmed with boredom.

Along with Saitama, many different 
heroes fight against the various disasters 
taking place -- including Genos, a young 
Cyborg seeking revenge for his family, who 
becomes Saitama’s sidekick. Normally, a 
cast of this size would give an overwhelm-

ingly negative sense of character diahrea; 
yet, that’s not the case, as a lot of char-
acter and plot development takes place, 
with less essential characters not tak-
ing more screen time than is necessary. 
In addition, each character has its own 
abilities and eccentricities, keeping them 
fresh and interesting despite there being 
hundreds of heroes in the Association.

Despite the series having a lot of 
super-powered fighting taking place, One-
Punch Man refuses to take itself com-
pletely seriously, unlike most mainstream 
titles in the shounen genre. This title 
cranks it up to eleven in terms of action 
while keeping the gags rolling, with plenty 
of parody and pop culture references. The 
animation and art styles used are fantas-
tic, putting a lot of emphasis on detail as 
the situation calls for it. These visuals are 
further enhanced by an excellent sound-
track, with each theme emphasizing the 
drama and excitement taking place.

If you’re in the mood for an action-
packed thrill ride filled with gags and 
silly references, you should give this title 
attention. If it has any flaws, it’s that cur-
rently no official confirmation on the sec-
ond season has happened yet. This se-
ries may be the best title to have aired in 
2015. The webcomic and manga are still 
on the go, so we should be hearing some-
thing eventually. Even if you’re not a fan of 
shounen, the satire alone is plenty to give 
this series a chance. But be warned: this 
stuff is highly addicting! §

Anime Review: One-Punch Man
Genre: Action, Parody, Superhero    Studio: Madhouse     Rating: 5 / 5

trevor “t-dAwg” venn, BugA

Welcome back to a New Year while 

we were writing exams and stuffing our 
faces with food, a number of great mods 
have been released for Fallout 4. Here are 
some that caught my eye, available for PC 
from the Nexus mod community.
Any Mod Any Weapon - by LucasGod - 4.5 
/ 5

In Fallout 4, each weapon consists 
of a number of components -- for exam-
ple, the 10mm pistol has a receiver, grip, 
magazine, barrel, and nozzle. The stats 
and capabilities of the weapon change 
depending upon the mods attached to 
the gun. Normally, each type of weapon 
can only equip mods made for that type 
of weapon. This mod makes it so that any 
weapon can be equipped with any mod! 
So now you can take a tommy gun, swap 
the receiver to fire mini nukes, attach the 
rocket launcher’s targeting system so 
it never misses, and bring a brand new 
apocalypse to the Commonwealth waste-
land! Unfortunately, this mod also allows 
the mods of enemy weapons to do the 
same, so you run the risk of being on the 
receiving end of these devastating fun-
guns. The base stats of each weapon are 
based on the original weapon as well, so 
keep that in mind when picking a starting 
point for your new favourite toy.

Armorsmith Ext. - by Gambit77 - 5 / 5
Now, nearly everything you wear can 

have nearly any armour mod applied to it. 
In addition, this mod adds an armorsmith 
workbench for crafting armours, including 
those mods that add craftable clothing. 
This includes head wear such as hats and 
helmets, and now head wear that doesn’t 
cover your face will be wearable along 
with bandanas and gas masks. Really, 
this mod does a lot of things, all of which 
can be found in the mod’s description. If 
you’re going through the game without us-
ing power armour, you definitely want to 
consider this mod.
Legendary Modification - by teaLz - 5 / 5

Are you tired of hunting down legend-
aries only to have them not drop the leg-
endary modded gear you’re looking for? 
Well, this mod can save you time! Now, 
legendary modifications have been added 
to the workbenches, and legendary mods 
can be applied to weapons and armour! 
This mod is also compatible with the 2 
mentioned above, so now you can really 
pimp your Survivor with bling! The legend-
ary mods require certain levels in crafting 
perks, and take much more components 
to create than regular mods, which helps 
balance things out. Of course, this takes 
away the challenge of having to earn them, 
so it’s a trade off -- the way I see it, there’s 
no shame in either way you want to do it. 
But at least now, you have the option! §

Game Review: Fallout 4 Mods #2
For the true fans

trevor “t-dAwg” venn, BugA
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Dear Quentin,
Where is the best place to fi nd a sac-

rifi ce for a ritual in this city?
Thanks,
‘Novice Cultist’
Dear Cultist, 
Well… this question is incredibly 

vague. So vague that you could have left 
out the fact that you are a novice. It seems 
to me that you may just be a hobbyist here 
but if you are truly going after this call-
ing then you fi rst need to decide what or 
whom you are sacrifi cing to. This way you 
will know what you have to sacrifi ce. For 
example, you probably wouldn’t want to 
sacrifi ce a goat to Pan, you know... be-
cause he is part goat. I would also never 
advocate sacrifi cing a person or any other 
sentient being for that matter. Sacrifi cing 
a minotaur to the God Sargas is probably 
one of the worst things you can do, ever. 

Any other God or Goddess seems to 
accept money in tribute to them which is 
defi nitely not spent on Church or Temple 
upkeep. Cake has been a staple since 
Roman times and I know for a fact that 
Jupiter really enjoys Red Velvet. 

Personally, if I am sacrifi cing to a God 
or Goddess, I choose someone fun. The 
God of Wine, Dionysus, is entertaining 
and easy to sacrifi ce to. Step 1: get wine, 
mead or beer. Step: 2 drink until you are 
incapable of pronouncing the God’s name 
anymore. He appreciates your efforts and 
will look down on you with favour if the 
hangoverspren rear their ugly heads. 

So be circumspect in your choice of 
Deity and sacrifi ce,

Quentin ‘Vestal’ Quill

Quentin Quill is an 18th century time 
traveler trapped in BU. He has not yet de-
clared a major or even attended class in 
the last several months. He has spent the 
last few months roasting clams over one 
small Bunsen Burner to the fourth fl oor 
men’s bathroom of the Brodie Building.

As� Quentin 

uation international students will face is 
the orientation at the beginning of fresh-
man year. During orientation, you will be 
assigned to a small group, where you’ll 
socialize with other new freshmen. You 
might be the only international student 
in the group, and you might feel left out. 
But pushing forward to gain social skills is 
essential, especially freshman year. It is 
hard for international students, but they 
need to try their best because only in this 
way can their study abroad experience be 
meaningful as they truly learn and under-
stand the culture. §

ingly negative sense of character diahrea; 
yet, that’s not the case, as a lot of char-
acter and plot development takes place, 
with less essential characters not tak-
ing more screen time than is necessary. 
In addition, each character has its own 
abilities and eccentricities, keeping them 
fresh and interesting despite there being 
hundreds of heroes in the Association.

Despite the series having a lot of 
super-powered fi ghting taking place, One-
Punch Man refuses to take itself com-
pletely seriously, unlike most mainstream 
titles in the shounen genre. This title 
cranks it up to eleven in terms of action 
while keeping the gags rolling, with plenty 
of parody and pop culture references. The 
animation and art styles used are fantas-
tic, putting a lot of emphasis on detail as 
the situation calls for it. These visuals are 
further enhanced by an excellent sound-
track, with each theme emphasizing the 
drama and excitement taking place.

If you’re in the mood for an action-
packed thrill ride fi lled with gags and 
silly references, you should give this title 
attention. If it has any fl aws, it’s that cur-
rently no offi cial confi rmation on the sec-
ond season has happened yet. This se-
ries may be the best title to have aired in 
2015. The webcomic and manga are still 
on the go, so we should be hearing some-
thing eventually. Even if you’re not a fan of 
shounen, the satire alone is plenty to give 
this series a chance. But be warned: this 
stuff is highly addicting! §

Beardshine Boy Donovan Reimer 
is anything but your typical carpenter. A 
funky Cancer, who suffered with a touch 
of the disease himself during his stint of 
exotic dancing in Persia, Donovan’s hob-
bies include dancing, crying, laughing, and 
having a really, really, really good time (in 
that order). And his greatest hope is tell-
ing: Donovan desires to be the very best 
Beardshine Boy that no one ever was.

Reaching a stunning 25 mm, Dono-
van’s “winter beard” has been with us for 
just over a month. The length and density 
of his beard attract many a folk, which he 
admits he does not bother to shoo, instead 
taking the time to share stories of his life 
with them. “I tell them about my sad, sad 
childhood as a Persian stripper,” Donovan 
said, a single tear leaking down his face. 
“I show them my untrimmed toenails and I 
make them watch as I try to bite them off. 
And then I take them out to my van and 
make them a nice egg salad sandwich 
and send them on their way.”

 Donovan admits that his talents—
being able to “stare off into inner space”, 
speak in fragmented sentences, use forks 
that have fallen on the ground to make 
food—come from his one and only beard.

Beardshine Boys
Celebrating BU’s 

bearded gents

Hyperbolic Advertising



Volume 106, Issue 17 — January 12th, 2016 — 6 

BUSU/Clubs – 6

7 — Volume 106, Issue 17 — January 12th, 2016

BUSU/Clubs – 6

School of Music Events - January
World famous

The calendar of events for Brandon 

University’s School of Music is out. All of 
the concerts will be held at the Lorne Wat-
son Recital Hall, unless it is indicated oth-
erwise. Admission for these events is $15 
for Adults $12 for Students, Seniors and 
Alumni, and $10 for Conservatory Stu-
dents. If you are worried about the cost, 
subscriptions are available, and many of 
these events have no admission charge. 
Onwards to the schedule. 

As part of the Pro Series, which is 
sponsored by the BU School of Music, 
the Duo Rendezvous will take place on 
Wednesday, January 13th at 8:00 PM. 
This concert features Jasper Wood, violin 

and Daniel Bolshoy on guitar. Their per-
formance will feature the works of Bach, 
Debussy, Piazzolla and newly composed 
pieces among others. Admission will be 
charged for this event. 

On Thursday, January 21st and Friday, 
January 22nd at 8:00 PM as part of the Pro 
Series the Brandon University New Music 
Ensemble will be performing with Megumi 
Masaki as Artistic Director and on Piano. 
There is no admission for this event. 

On Sunday, January 24th at 8:00 PM 
The Fine Arts Quartet will be performing 
as part of the Pro Series. This concert 
features Ralph Evans and Efim Boico on 
Violin, Juan-Miguel Hernandez on Viola, 
Robert Cohen Cello and guest Michael 
Kim on Piano. Admission will be charged 

for this event. 
Sunday, January 31st is a busy day at 

the School of Music, from 9:00 AM-5:30 
PM the Second Annual Brandon Univer-
sity Low Brass Festival will take place. Di-
rected by Aaron Wilson, Brandon Univer-
sity Assistant Professor of Low Brass, the 
day will feature a variety of concerts, clin-
ics and product displays. Registration fees 
are $10 per person or reduced to 8$ per 
person if you are a band director and can 
bring at least 5 students, if you are able 
to bring 10 or more students the fee will 
be reduced to $6 per person. This Regis-
tration fee includes a free lunch and par-
ticipation in all events for the day, it also 
includes admission to the recital concert 
put on by Aaron Wilson and guest artist 

Joel Pugh from the University of North Da-
kota. This recital will take place at 4:00 
PM. 

That brings January to a close, more 
events will be coming up in February. 
These events are a great opportunity to 
take a break from studying and to support 
not only your fellow students but the com-
munity of Brandon. §

kristA mills, lAyout editor

Student Services Winter Workshops
Become a writing wizard with some sage guidance!

Student services is offering several 

workshops throughout the new semester 
for students to improve their writing.

From Tuesday, January 19th to Thurs-
day, February 4th, BU’s Student Services 
offers several writing workshops aimed at 
teaching students several important con-
cepts necessary for composing a correctly 
cited, convincing, and A-winning  essay.

“Workshops are for anyone who wants 
to maximize her or his learning potential,” 
said Student Services’ Writing Skills Spe-
cialist Joan Garbutt. “Students can expect 
to gain practical advice that they can use 
right away to make positive changes to 
their academic performance. Perhaps 
more importantly, they can learn from oth-
er students in the same situation, and get 
to know the key people who provide aca-
demic success strategies. And hey, these 

are free services for students. Every little 
bit of advice or info can be helpful.”

The first installment, “Essay Basics”, 
teaches students how to successfully or-
ganize and plan an essay. Students can 
attend any one of the 3 sessions on Tues-
day, January 19th from 10:10 AM to 11:00 
AM; Thursday, January 28th from 11:40 
AM to 12:30 PM; or Wednesday, February 
3rd from 10:40 AM to 11:30 AM. 

“Thesis Basics,” how-to sessions 
about crafting a thesis statement and 
introducing evidence, is available on 
Wednesday, January 20th from 10:40 AM 
to 11:30 AM; Tuesday, January 26th from 
10:10 AM to 11:00 AM; or Thursday, Feb-
ruary 4th from 11:40 AM to 12:30 PM.

The final session, “Citation Basics” 
will teach participants about citing essays 
using multiple citation styles requested at 
BU, including Modern Language Associa-
tion (MLA), Chicago Manual Style (CMS), 
and American Psychological Association 

(APA). “Citation Basics” is on Thursday, 
January 21st from 11:40 AM to 12:30 PM; 
Wednesday, January 27th from 10:40 AM 
to 11:30 AM; and Tuesday, February 2nd 
from 10:10 AM to 11:00 AM. Sessions are 
held in 005 McKenzie Building.

Many of the skills necessary to prop-
erly write an essay are not taught by all 
instructors at BU for various reasons, 
and some students therefore lack a foun-
dational understanding of what an aca-
demic paper requires in each discipline, 
anything from a basic understanding of 
thesis statements to the different citation 
styles required in each faculty. Student 
Services aims to fill in the gaps by giving 
students both basic knowledge and tricks 
learned through experience.

“Student Services provides work-
shops for a number of reasons,” said Joan 
Garbutt. “Students come from a variety of 
learning backgrounds, so it is good to pro-

vide them with resources to fill in gaps, re-
fresh the memories, charge the batteries, 
and to introduce students to the people 
who are here all year round to support 
them. The workshops are led by learn-
ing skills specialists who are experienced 
with providing students with the tools they 
need to succeed.”

Students requiring assistance with 
papers, including having another set of 
eyes for proof-reading or checking cita-
tions, are invited to book a one-hour ap-
pointment with Joan Garbutt, Writing Skills 
Specialist at Student Services. Appoint-
ments are required. Times fill quickly. 

The Writing Centre also offers walk-in 
opportunities from Monday to Thursday 
from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM at the Library 
Reference Desk, where either the Writ-
ing Skills Specialist or a Writing Peer Tu-
tor will see students on a “first come, first 
served” basis. §

holly kAlyniuk, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

School of Music. Photo credit: Krista Mills.

With students returning to uni-

versity, we are seeing some changes. 
The campus had a major shift before 

the break that was not previously covered. 
Aaron Thompson, president of BUSU, is 
taking a personal leave and will be return-
ing starting February 1st. During this time 
Nick Brown is stepping in as Interim Presi-
dent while Jill Vanderheiden supports 
BUSU by taking on Nicks’ position as VP 
Internal. 

Effective February 1st Aaron shall be 
returning to his role as President, and 
until then, the campus wishes Aaron the 
best and look forward to his return. 

Nick Brown also stated that, “BUSU 
will operate normally during this staffing 
change, and all of our services and events 

will continue to run as usual.”
Included with these shifts, last term 

there were a number of new Director ap-
pointments. The full list includes: Nick 
Brown President, Jill Vanderheiden VP In-
ternal, Rhoni Mohanraj VP External, Sar-
ah Wallace Arts Director, Logan Mackay 
Science Director, Chizaram Ukasoanya 
Health Studies Director, Tyler Lischinksi 
Music Director, Jocelyn Bruce Education 
Director, Olumjumu Kayode Segun Grad 
Studies Director, Racheal Wu Women’s 
Director, Sheyenne Spence Aboriginal 
Director, Emma Southam Sexuality and 
Gender-Identity Based Director, Mario 
Ahmadu International Director, Mercedes 
McLean Residence Director, Derek Booth 
Accessibility Director. 

Currently there are still vacancies for 
the Part-Time/Mature Director and Ra-
cialized Director. §

BUSU Shift
Looking forward to your return.

michAel henry, orlock of the chAgAtAi khAnAte

The first week of classes went off 
with plenty of hitches as we all started 
grinding through semester the second. 
For BUSU this meant that Snowientation 
cracked along and if you were not here 
the first week, here is what you missed. 

BUSU has a good handle on what 
we want as students. Pretty much every 
day last week, there was some kind of 
free food available in the Mingling area. 
BUSU “sold out” of yogurt, pizza, hotdogs, 
and pancakes and kept a goodly amount 
of the student body fed for the week. No 
doubt staving off the last few weeks of 
running out of credit on your food card in 
the cafeteria. 

There was also a successful karaoke 
night that went to midnight where many 

Residence Students attended and had a 
good time. The bowling night was even 
more popular, taking students from Res, 
International Students, and everyone else 
to Thunderbird. Thirty-two people showed 
up and bowled over 6 lanes to make a re-
ally great night. 

Engaging the first years has been the 
goal with these events for BUSU. Rhoni 
Mohanraj, our VPE, said on Thursday that 
“So far Snowientation has been good. En-
gaging the new students has been key.” 

Having a really good first year sets 
the stage for the rest of a student’s ten-
ure at university. BUSU has been working 
hard to realize this goal and give students 
a positive experience. 

Mohanraj, held out hope for the so-
cial to be successful as well. After all, it 
was free and, come on, you could always 
use a drink. §

Snowientation Success
Also alliteration.

Alex murrAy, editor-in-chief



Volume 106, Issue 17 — January 12th, 2016 — 6 

Community – 7

7 — Volume 106, Issue 17 — January 12th, 2016

After a three month sabbatical  in 

China, Brandon University mathematics 
and computer science professor Dr. Gw-
ynfor Richards has returned to Brandon 
for the winter semester.

The trip centred around the coastal 
city of Dalian, located in China’s north-
eastern Liaoning Province, and was partly 
intended to foster the connection be-
tween BU and one of Dalian’s several uni-
versities, Dalian University. “We have an 

arrangement between Dalian University 
and Brandon University. We have profes-
sors come here once a year, and also we 
have students from Dalian come here as 
well, but no professor from Brandon had 
gone to Dalian, so I saw an opportunity,” 
said Richards, calling it “a marvellous op-
portunity to go to China.”

While another, quite official reason for 
the trip was for research purposes, when 
Richards was first asked to talk to classes 
of students on the campus to expose them 
to English from a native speaker, he gladly 
pounced on the opportunity. “I was sup-
posed to speak for a quarter of an hour, 
but one-and-a-half hours later, I was still 
talking, going full tilt, and the students 
were extremely attentive...and he said, 
‘Well, do you want to do the next class 
as well?’ and I said ‘Yes, I will, might as 
well...’ And then the word got around, the 
other kids in other classes were asking 
‘Well, why isn’t the funny little British man 
coming to speak in our class as well?’...By 
the time I finished, I’d given close to 30 
lectures...I enjoyed every single second 
of it.” Richards recalled of his experience 
giving lectures, which were mainly about 
our culture, the English language, West-

ern methods of higher education, and 
his life experiences, also claiming, “For 
many of them... I was the first Westerner 
they’d actually, physically seen.” Through 
word of mouth, his presence was eventu-
ally requested at high schools in the area, 
several students requested English prac-
tice with him, and he was even invited 
to a Communist Party member’s apart-
ment. “I became a bit of a celebrity. Every 
Westerner becomes a celebrity because 
there’s so few there,” he noted.

Yet another reason for his visit was 
for culture and to exit his comfort zone, 
even if momentarily. Richards comment-
ed, “This time, I wanted to settle in one 
place and experience the culture of Da-
lian.” The experience necessitated some 
integration with his local environment. “I 
had to become Chinese... these interna-
tional students who arrive here so they 
can learn English, I was that person.” He 
had to pick up what he called “survival 
Chinese”: enough to know essentials like 
buying food and arguing with your cab 
driver. “You learn to charm 
people very quickly when 
you’re hungry,” he said on 
the matter.

His travels also brought him to Taipei, 
Taiwan, where he visited Tamkang Univer-
sity, also partnered with BU. Taiwan shed 
some light on Western views of China for 
Richards, who claimed, “As I was travelling 
out of Taipei, I realized... that’s where our 
view of China comes from, it comes from 
the movies [filmed in Taiwan and Hong 
Kong],” while also commenting on the in-
credible diversity in appearance, weather, 
and other factors to be found across all of 
China proper.

Richards mentioned the value of 
such a journey numerous times, and en-
couraged students to embark on a similar 
path to him. He noted, “[Dalian] isn’t quite 
as easy, or comfortable, or simple; you 
have to put more effort into it, but it’s very 
rewarding,” and that “I think we ought to 
do that, all of us, from time to time, to put 
ourselves in a compromised position.”

Those who are interested in an inter-
national exchange should go to the Office 
of International Activities at Student Ser-
vices in the A. E. McKenzie Building. §

BU Professor Returns from China
Three-month trip centered around city of Dalian

logAn PrAznik, rePorter

What’s going on in Brandon? 
January 13th: The BU School of Music 

Pro Series presents Duo Rendezvous with 
Jasper Wood (violin) and Daniel Bolshoy 
(guitar) in the Lorne Watson Recital Hall. 
Concert starts at 8:00 PM, admission is 
$12 (student price).

January 14th: The Te Deum Drum Se-
ries is playing at the St. Matthew’s Cathe-
dral from 12:15 PM until 12:45 PM. Ad-
mission is free and you are encouraged to 
bring a bagged lunch. 

January 15th: The Bobcats basketball 

teams are playing the U of C Dinos in the 
HLC. The women play at 6:00 PM and the 
men at 8:00 PM.

January 15th: Madchild is playing at 
The 40 (210 18th St N). Tickets are $20 
each, doors open at 8:30 PM and show 
starts at 10:00 PM. For more info see 
the40.ca or call 204-727-3800.

January 15th - 17th: Miss You Already 
is playing at The Evans Theatre at 7:30 
PM. The film is about the test of friendship 
between two women. 

January 16th: The Bobcats basketball 
teams are playing the U of C Dinos in the 
HLC. The women play at 5:00 PM and the 
men at 7:00 PM.

January 16th: The Mike Sacharko 
Band is playing at The 40 (210 18th St N). 
For more information see the40.ca or call 
204-727-3800.

January 21st: The Headstones are 
playing at The 40 (210 18th St N). Doors 
open at 7:30 PM with the show starting at 
9:00 PM. For more info see the40.ca or 
call 204-727-3800.

January 22nd: The Bobcats basket-
ball teams are playing the U of A Pandas 
and Golden Bears. The women play the 
Pandas at 6:00 PM and the men play the 
Golden Bears at 8:00 PM.

January 22nd: The Holly Woods and 
Toronto are at The 40 (210 18th St N). For 

more info see the40.ca or call 204-727-
3800.

January 22nd - 24th: Trumbo is playing 
at The Evans Theatre at 7:30 PM. The film 
is about the effects of a witch hunt on a 
screen writer’s career. §

Upcoming Events
Get out there and do stuff

Ashlyn PeArce, coPy editor

School of Music. Photo credit: Krista Mills.

Dr. Richards in China. Photo credit: Dr. Richards.

Campus Podcast
#StudentLife

University is a time to learn, not just 

within the context of lectures and our re-
spective fields, but it is also a time of self-
discovery, and the University experience 
is different for everyone. Some of us have 
just finished high school, others have tak-
en some time away from education (like 
this reporter), others are married, have 
children, some of us have had successful 
careers prior to jumping back into educa-
tion and others have travelled a long ways 
and filled out a lot of paperwork to be 
here. As students we are a diverse group, 
and based on the above we are all going 

to have different experiences. So what 
does this have to do with a podcast? 

This past fall CBC launched its first 
original podcast series titled Campus. 
Hosted by Albert Leung the Campus pod-
cast examines the experience of students 
as they navigate and find their way. These 
individual experiences are told from the 
first-person, guided by Leung, and accom-
panied by the familiar sounds found on 
campus, this intimate arrangement paints 
a portrait and invites the listener in. 

Episodes have thus far covered a wide 
variety of experiences, from those nerve 
wracking first few days of university, gen-
der identity, mental illness, sexual assault 
and becoming homeless, Campus is an 

interesting listen. One thing 
I appreciate is that it does 
not place the University ex-
perience into a box. There 
is no one way to pursue an 
education, it is a different 
experience for everyone. 
Campus highlights posi-
tive and negative aspects 
of University life, and if you 
feel lonely or upset that you 
are not having the quintes-
sential “college experience” 
seen in so many movies. It 
is a great reminder that it is 
not reality. I look forward to 
more episodes. §

kristA mills, lAyout editor

Snowientation Success
Also alliteration.
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 We want you!

If you like to write, take pic-
tures, or draw things, 
you should work for The 
Quill!
We can offer a cool office to 
nap in and tuition rebates.

 Email us at eic@thequill.ca!

The Cafeteria is the residence’s 

main source of food for the school year, 
professors and non-residence students 
also make the cafeteria their lunchroom 
as well. So, it seems that having a name 
for the cafeteria would make it seem more 
part of the university building family. 

During the fall semester, students 
were asked to submit a name for the 

Name the Caf competition. A number of 
suggestions were made. All of them were 
looked at and the final two names were 
chosen. 

Your options are ‘Harvest Hall’ or 
‘Miciwin Place’. Voting takes place until 
the 13th of January. 

The voting is an easy process for 
the students and available online on the 
Brandon University website under ancil-
lary services. This contest is being held 

by Brandon University 
Food Services until vot-
ing is over. Then they will 
name the winner and 
the cafeteria will have 
a brand new name. The 
winner will have a lovely 
new apple watch sport. 
Be sure to get your vote 
in before it’s over. Your 
vote counts! §

Name the Caf Competition
Within reason

kAylA neimAn, rePorter

 Do you have something to 
sell? 

Are you a student?

Then The Quill has a solu-
tion for you!

Classified ads are free for 
students up to 30 words!  
(Textbook ads can be lon-

ger.)

Quill Classifieds


