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Mental Health Week returns to 
Brandon University from Monday, Janu-
ary 25th to Friday, January 29th. So, if you 
are feeling stressed, not to worry. There is 
help on the horizon. 

Blue Monday kicks off with Therapy 
dogs in the Mingling Area at 11:30 AM, 
Yoga with Susan Dupris from Sacred Tree 
Yoga from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM, and at 
7:00 PM, Prairie Mountain Health Beat 
the Blues Performance is in the Elephant 
Room.

Take Care Tuesday features “De-
Stress Booths” all day in the Mingling 
Area from 9:30 AM - 4:30 PM, with a 

Yogurt Bar from 9:30 AM - 
10:30 AM and veggie cups 
offered 9:30 AM - 2:00 PM 
(or until supplies run out). A 
workshop, “So What is Self 
Care?” will be held in MCK 
005 from 2:30 PM - 4:30 
PM. De-Stress Booths in-
clude: Adult coloring, Stress 
balls, Bubble wrap, Laugh-
ter, and Beading with Bead-
ing Club and BUFASA.  

On Resource Wednes-
day, Brandon University, 
and City of Brandon social 
services providers will have booths set up 
from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Sexual Edu-

cation Resource Center (SERC), Brandon 
Friendship Center, Healthy Living Center 

(HLC), Women’s Resource Center, Prairie 
Mountain Health, Westwind Counceling, 
BUSU; Health/Mental Health and Den-
tal benefits, and Parachute fun will be in 
Henry Champ Gym at 11:40 AM to 12:30 
PM.

Talk About it Thursday will feature a 
Fireside Chat at 3:00 PM in the Louis Riel 
Room with Marsha Harris, Roberta Gra-
ham and Eric Blaikie. There will also be 
an Awareness Walk that will meet in the 
Mingling Area at 5:00 PM.

Mental Health Week will wrap up with 
Feel Good Friday. In the Mingling Area 
there will be a Massage Clinic and David’s 
Tea will be serving tea. Tea will be offered 
from 10:30 AM, until supplies last. §

Joseph Kruger, senior reporter

Chewie the Therapy Dog. Photo credit Joseph Kruger.

Mental Health Week 

Just a few months to go. Don’t crack...



Popular Facebook community 
BU Confessions has been reactivated, and 
maybe for the better.

Confessions is a student-run social 
forum where students can anonymously 
share experiences on campus, venting to 
or providing support for one another. And 
although a community bearing the same 
name was removed from Facebook last 
year when some students began misusing 
the page to personally attack other stu-
dents, another page appears to have arisen 
to take its place.

Interim VPI Jill Vanderheiden said BUSU 
was aware of the page’s resurrection, and 
is closely monitoring the site to ensure on-
line safety for students.

“We’re all for student voice and stu-
dents having a right to have their opinions 
and if that’s what this page is going to be, 
then we’re fine with that,” said Vanderhe-
iden. “We’re concerned if it starts getting 
to be bullying, it starts being derogatory, it 
starts breaking the academic code of con-
duct. […] And if it gets bad, we’ll take action 
if we need to.”

Likening the forum to another popular 
Facebook page, Funny Things Overhead at 
BU, Vanderheiden said it has the potential 
to be a positive outlet for student expres-
sion and community, “and we [BUSU] are 

all for that.”
“I think that if the forum is moderated 

properly just like the Funny Things Overhead 
at BU page, then there won’t be any harm 
to students and [they] can use it as a place 
to voice concerns and opinions. I think that 
students knowing [that] they have a voice is 
important for campus life [and] it’s impor-
tant for campus culture; it’s just a matter 
of making sure that we’re not hurting oth-
ers in the process of having our own free 
speech,” Vanderheiden said.

Ensuring the site remains an asset for 
students, according to Vanderheiden, is as 
easy as the students’ awareness of the po-
tential consequences of what they share. 

“It can be a place where students are 
posting awesome things about grades that 
they got and the things that are happening 
in their life, and we can keep it positive and 
upbeat. If the page does turn to be more 
negative though, we’re going to have to do 
something about it.”

BU Associate Vice-President 
(Student Services/Enrolment Man-
agement) and University Registrar 
Tom Brophy said the university was 
aware of the page’s reactivation, but 
remains unaffiliated with it. 

In terms of the online commu-
nity’s effect on campus life, Brophy 
cautions students on their behav-
iors online. “It really depends on 

how people use [BU Confessions],” said 
Brophy. “If the posts are positive then it can 
be a positive site, if they are negative and 
inappropriate then it will not help student 
life…. As always, students need to be aware 
of their on-line activities as they can be a 
reflection on them.”

News of BU Confession’s return came 
just as the Manitoba Provincial Government 
introduced innovative anti-cyberbullying 
legislation. As the first legislation in Canada 
of this kind, the new Intimate Image Protec-
tion Act, which was introduced on Monday, 
January 18th, aims to stop the non-consen-
sual distribution of sexual imagery while 
empowering victims to hold perpetrators 
responsible for their actions. Incriminating, 
non-consensual images can be reported to 
the Canadian Centre for Child Protection 
(C3P), which will assist in removing and de-
leting unwanted sexual images from social 
media sites. §
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News – 2 BU Confessions Returns
And responsible digital citizenship is the way to make sure it stays.

holly KalyniuK, assistant eDitor-in-chief

Senate: Meeting of the Minds
Where talk of sexual harassment policy has begun... 

January 19th marked the sixth regular 
meeting of the BU Senate to go over depart-
ment reports thus far. The meeting began 
with the approval of minutes. That portion 
was finished in excellent time. Given that 
18 pages of minutes was present it could 
have been an arduous process. Another 
item on the agenda were details from the 
Indigenous Education Blueprint, signed just 
last month on Dec. 18th. Also on the agenda 
was the appointment of Glenn Richards as 

representative of the Geology external re-
view. His predecessor, Dr. Austin Gulliver, 
has stepped in as Acting Dean of Science 
and cannot fulfill the role anymore.

The most important information in the 
agenda included Bill-3, a sexual harass-
ment policy; full details were not mentioned 
but the understanding is that it encompass-
es the creation of universal, explicit policies 
across all campuses, not to be confused 
with a lack thereof. Plans were also dis-
cussed for a professor to do some overseas 
traveling for possible student recruitment.

From the new business portion of the 
agenda, the Senate heard the reports of 
the Deans and Librarians. Everyone pres-
ent had positive feelings of department 
progress. The librarian’s report had much 
enthusiasm over the successful transfer 
of the library system and that things have 
gone smoothly thus far. Talks of the Healthy 
Heart Walk event were also mentioned. 
Which is an open activity with beverages 
and mingling while taking a walk around 
the track located in the Healthy Living Cen-
tre. §

michael henry, reporter

BU Confessions. Photo credit: Holly Kalyniuk.

Past Professor Honoured
Prof’s legacy at BU includes fond memories, stories, and a bursary

Professor John Blaikie retired after 
an extensive career at Brandon University 
in August of 2014. The circumstances in the 
months leading up to his retirement were 
the basis of a great deal of gossip among 
students, and those outside of the univer-
sity community. A quick Google search of 
“John Blaikie” will show you just how far 
this scandal spread in the early months of 
2014.

Regardless of his reason for leaving 
behind his teaching career, he was a be-

loved professor of many students in the 
English department. Those that loved him 
as a professor will be happy to know that 
his legacy carries on within the university. 
John Blaikie continues to assist people’s 
education through a bursary in his honour, 
which came to life in the 2014-2015 aca-
demic year. 

The requirements for being awarded 
this bursary are simple. Students inter-
ested must be in the English and Creative 
Writing department, and must apply for the 
bursary. It’s that easy! (And believe it or not, 
many scholarships and bursaries are just 
this easy to apply for…). The recipient of 

the bursary is chosen based on where the 
financial need is greatest. This year the bur-
sary is clocked in at approximately $590, 
a sum that will probably buy you a term’s 
worth (or more!) of textbooks. 

So students, if you’re majoring or mi-
noring in the English/Creative Writing de-
partment and are feeling some financial 
strain, I would suggest you head down to 
the Scholarships/Bursaries office in MacK-
enzie Building (near the North end of the 
building) and inquire further about how you 
should apply. §

ashlyn pearce, copy eDitor



This week was a quiet one for the 

Cougars, only the women’s volleyball team 
made an appearance. Saturday found the 
ladies participating in the Manitoba Colleges 
Athletic Conference (MCAC) where they took 
on the University of Winnipeg Wesmen Col-
lege team. The Winnipeg team is currently 
ranked number one. 

The first game finished with the wom-
en of the Wesmen team on top, defeat-
ing the Cougars 3-1. During the match, 
Brooke Huculak of the Cougars dominated 
with 13 kills, 1 ace and 1 block, followed 
by Tawny Shelvey with 7 kills. Although the 
Cougars missed out on this first match, 
another was right around the corner. 

The tides turned in the rematch with 
the Cougars bringing home a victory of 3-1 
over the women of Wesmen. Once again 
leading the team was Huculak with 23 
kills and 3 blocks. Erica Scott and Kasie 

McLaughlin also contributed with 9 kills 
each. 

The Cougars are currently sitting at 
an 8-5 season. The Cougars will face off 
against the Providence Pilots on Friday, Jan-
uary 29th at Assiniboine Community College. 
The game begins at 6:00 PM, the best of 
luck ladies. §

Clubs and intramurals are back 

in Brandon and taking place at the HLC for 
a whole new year of fun and excitement. 
Brandon University has delivered yet again 
another exciting and varied experience for all 
people to work at and enjoy. No matter your 
skill level or physical fitness, Brandon has an 
extra curricular activity for you!

The clubs that are being offered for the 
Winter term, as listed on the Gobobcats web-
site, include:
Badminton - Sundays at 6:30 PM and Tues-
days at 8:00 PM. 
Table Tennis - Sundays at 6:00 PM.
Yoga - Mondays and Wednesdays at 7:00 
AM.
Zumba - Wednesdays at 6:00 PM.
TRX - Mondays at 12:00 PM.
Kickboxing - Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
5:30 PM.

The following intramural’s that are be-

ing offered for the upcoming Fall season in-
clude:
Co-ed Soccer - Sundays at 4:00 PM.
Co-ed Basketball - Mondays and Wednes-
days at 7:30 PM.
Co-ed Volleyball - Mondays & Wednesdays at 
6:00 PM.

For any more information on any of the 
above clubs please ask the staff working at 
the HLC, or go check out the website at www.
Gobobcats.ca. Any updates can also be seen 
every Tuesday in your weekly Quill. §

how people use [BU Confessions],” said 
Brophy. “If the posts are positive then it can 
be a positive site, if they are negative and 
inappropriate then it will not help student 
life…. As always, students need to be aware 
of their on-line activities as they can be a 
reflection on them.”

News of BU Confession’s return came 
just as the Manitoba Provincial Government 
introduced innovative anti-cyberbullying 
legislation. As the first legislation in Canada 
of this kind, the new Intimate Image Protec-
tion Act, which was introduced on Monday, 
January 18th, aims to stop the non-consen-
sual distribution of sexual imagery while 
empowering victims to hold perpetrators 
responsible for their actions. Incriminating, 
non-consensual images can be reported to 
the Canadian Centre for Child Protection 
(C3P), which will assist in removing and de-
leting unwanted sexual images from social 
media sites. §
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From the new business portion of the 
agenda, the Senate heard the reports of 
the Deans and Librarians. Everyone pres-
ent had positive feelings of department 
progress. The librarian’s report had much 
enthusiasm over the successful transfer 
of the library system and that things have 
gone smoothly thus far. Talks of the Healthy 
Heart Walk event were also mentioned. 
Which is an open activity with beverages 
and mingling while taking a walk around 
the track located in the Healthy Living Cen-
tre. §

Intramurals
Decisions, Decisions…

roBert Killam iii, senior sports reporter

BU Confessions. Photo credit: Holly Kalyniuk.

Cougar Wins and Losses
Sports go Sports!

Krista mills, weB content coorDinator

Financial#ConsentAsk4it
presented by

The Yes Means Yes! Comittee

Sexual and Reproductive Health Awareness Week 

Monday February 8th

#Ask4it Men’S engAgeMenT: Yeah Maybe, No 
A film screening and discussion with Dr. Johnathan A. Allan
3:30PM Brodie Building Theatre B

Tuesday February 9th
#Ask4it COnSenT! hosted by SERC
A workshop about having hot consensual sex!
2:30-3:30PM The Louis Riel Room
#Ask4it COnSenT CuLTuRe    free pizza
A for students by students forum about consent culture and sexual assault
on campus, facilitated by the Canadian Federation of Students and BuSu
6:00-8:00PM Ceremony Room, counselling support available on site

Wednesday February 10th
#Ask4it In THe COMMunITy: Scavenger Hunt
search the city for sexual and reproductive health resources
prize provided by the Gender and Women’s Studies Allliance. Teams of 4. 
Thursday February 11th
#Ask4it LGBTTQ* SEX ED hosted by SERC
a workshop on sexual health and pleasure for LgBTTQ* people and their allies
11:30-12:30PM The Louis Riel Room

#Ask4it PLeASuRe hosted by Smitten
a sex toy extravaganza 
7:00PM-9:00PM SUDS

Friday February 12th
#Ask4it IT’S A WRAP SOCIAL hosted by The Women’s Collective
SUDS. 18+ $5 at the door. 

Basketball took place this week-

end here at the HLC when the Bobcats played 
games on the 22nd and 23rd against the Uni-
versity of Alberta. Both men and women’s 
teams faced struggles this weekend as they 
lost every game. On Friday, when the wom-
en played, they found themselves down by 
10 and when the men played they lost by 7 
points. Saturday proved no more helpful as 
the women’s final score was 44-59 and the 
men’s final score was 54-68.

The lady’s top 3 players of the weekend 
include Alyssa Montgomery, Amy Williams 
and Keisha Cox. The men’s top 3 players of 

the weekend include Chris Stanhope, Earl 
Thompson Jr. and D.J. Jordan. Both teams 
played very well but the Bobcats were just 
outgunned and outworked by the Golden-
Bears and the Panda’s. 

The Basketball team’s records are now 
stand as 0-12 for the men and 5-7 for the 
women. The Bobcat’s next games will be tak-
ing place in Langley BC against the Spartans 
on the 29th - 30th of the month. 

If you would like to check out any of the 
Bobcats stats for yourself please go to the 
Bobcats official website at www.gobobcats.
ca. You can check out their future games 
and find out when to come cheer on your BU 
Bobcats! §

Bobcats’ Lament
Bobcats VS. U of A

roBert Killam iii, senior sports reporter

Good turnout this game.. Photo credit: Alex Murray.

#Ask4it INDIGENOUS MEN”S LEADERSHIP
11:30AM Indigenous People’s Centre
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Since Valve can’t count to three, 
someone else had to create the next Left-
4Dead! 

Made by the developers of War of the 
Roses and Escape Dead Island, and in 
collaboration with Games Workshop, Ver-
mintide takes place in the Warhammer 
city of Ubersreik. As one of five unique he-
roes, you and your team must fight back 

against the Skaven, a race of evil rat-men 
spawned from the sewers below.

The heroes include the Witch Hunter, 
Empire Soldier, Dwarf Ranger, Waywatch-
er, and Bright Wizard. Each character uses 
different weapons and abilities, including 
melee and ranged weapons. As you play, 
your characters gain experience and level 
up, with new equipment unlocking as you 
go. You also get to roll for loot at the end of 
each stage, and better rewards are given 
the higher the difficulty you play on.

As in Left4Dead, the objective of 
each stage is to move from the starting 
area to the finishing area, where your 
means of escaping the area await. Along 
the way, you’ll have to fight through hordes 
of Skaven, as well as perform tasks to 
either open the path, or help the city to 
better fight back. These can include open-

ing gates, defending a point for a certain 
amount of time, or picking up heavy items 
from one area and carrying them to an-
other, all the while fighting off against the 
Skaven who can swarm around you at any 
given moment.

Through each stage, you’ll find items 
such as healing salves, bandages, and 
various grenades and potions. The gre-
nades can cause an explosion, create 
smoke, or set things on fire, while the po-
tions can give you a temporary boost to 
your attack power or speed. But, also like 
in Left4Dead, the Skaven have tricks up 
their sleeve as well in the form of special, 
more dangerous vermin. The Ratling Gun-
ner focuses on one target with its rapid-
fire minigun. The Packmaster will hook its 
polearm around your neck and strangle 
you with it while dragging you away from 

your group. Stormvermin have a thick ar-
mor, and can only be harmed with pierc-
ing or heavy attacks, explosions, or blows 
to the head, and they sometimes patrol 
in packs. The Globadier will throw a ball 
of poison near you, exploding into a cloud 
that obscures vision and deals damage. 
The Gutter Runner can appear and dis-
appear, and will try to pounce and maul 
you as soon as you lower your guard. Last, 
and most dangerous, is the Rat Ogre, a 
giant freaking rat that’s tough to kill and 
hits like a mach truck!

Vermintide has online multiplayer 
support for up to four players. It’s fun to 
play with your friends, especially since the 
AI companions are far from the smartest 
tools in the shed. The game is also due for 
release on the Xbox One and Playstation 
4 later this year. §

Game Review: Warhammer: End Times - Vermintide
Genre: First-Person Shooter, Action, Multiplayer       Developer: Fatshark     Platform: PC, (soon) XOne, PS4         Rating: 4.5 /5.0

trevor “t-Dawg” venn, Buga

Some players ignore the settle-

ment system. Others, like myself, can’t 
get enough! This week, I’m covering a 
few mods that will make the settlement 
system even better! I have too many, but 
here’s some favourites!
Alternate Settlements - by Stuyk - 5 / 5

The vanilla game only gives you two 
choices to build your own buildings with: 
wood, and metal. If you want to build 
something a lot more visually aesthetic, 
this mod is a must-have! Alternate Settle-
ments adds several different wall and floor 
types, both new and borrowed from struc-
tures you see in the game. It also adds 
wallpaper and carpets that you can use to 
decorate your interiors, as well as indoor 
door frames, windows, stairs, and more! 
The mod keeps all its structures separate 
from the rest of the building interface, so 
they’re easy to find and use. 
Homemaker - Expanded Settlements - by 
NovaCoru - 4.5 / 5

Much like Alternate Settlements, this 
mod adds hundreds of new objects to 
craft within the settlement system! Home-

maker also includes new types of fence 
structures, with snap-on points to make 
building walls around your settlements 
much less frustrating! It also adds new 
and more powerful generators, as well as 
chairs, beds, storage... pretty much ev-
erything the vanilla system was seriously 
lacking. One downside is many structures 
are not properly navmeshed, meaning 
NPC characters will not be able to prop-
erly walk through them. Until the release 
of the creation kit, we probably won’t see 
a fix for this. However, it’s still a fantas-
tic settlement mod, so definitely check 
this one out!
Functional Weapon Racks - by SecretA-
gent99 - 5 / 5

In the game’s intro, you see weap-
on racks holding a number of weapons. 
Sometimes in game, you’ll see things 
hanging off the weapon racks, but 
as soon as you remove them, there’s 
no way to get them back up... Skyrim 
had functional weapon racks, so why 
doesn’t Fallout 4? This mod solves 
the problem, by adding functional wall 
racks designed to hold particular types 
of weapons. So now you can hang your 

various trophies around your perfectly 
crafted settlements!
Longer Power Lines - by Puma - 5 / 5

The power lines in this game can be 
so frustrating to work with! This mod sim-
ply lets the power lines be a lot longer, 
making your life SO much easier! It has 
options for 2x, 3x, or infinite lengths. A 
simple mod, but OH so convenient!
Robot Home Defence - by TheTalkieToast-
er - 6 / 5

YES! Now you can build more than 

turrets and guard posts to defend! Build 
a robot army to protect your settlement 
from invasion! The stronger robots require 
more fusion cores, but are so worth it! The 
Mod comes with a healing wrench mod 
for repairing the robots, as normal repair 
is complicated since the robots double 
as NPCs. You can even have them escort 
you! The only issue is their defence power 
is very high within the settlement system. 
Other than that, a must-have mod! §

Game Review: Fallout 4 Mods #4
Improved settlement mods, plus robot armies

trevor “t-Dawg” venn, Buga

Brandon University was host 

to an incredible event last Thursday and 
Friday, the New Music Festival. Both days 
held a free concert presenting composi-
tions from artists in Manitoba, which 
anyone was able to attend. Many differ-
ent pieces were played across the two 
concerts, such as Let Reality be Reality 
and Entropy on Thursday night or Chime-
ra Concerto and Sabina on Friday. Both 
nights held many more works, including 

interactive live painting by Derry Decter 
and pre-shows, allowing students to pres-
ent some of their work. 

Most of the compositions were intro-
duced by the composer themselves, or 
one of the musicians playing the piece. 
Such as, Gordon Fitzell, a composer and 
professor at the University of Manitoba, 
spoke of his work Elea, he made reference 
to The Tortoise and the Hare in giving a 
glimpse to the piece. This description was 
interestingly accurate with its haunting, 

almost jarring notes to the composition. 
Another memorable moment would be 
when pianist, Everett Hopfner, gave an ec-
static run-down of the piece Preludes and 
Afterthoughts: Fantasy-Transcriptions, he 
described how the composition was re-
worked in a “fun, cheeky, and cute” way. 
He also hinted to watch out for a joke in 
the music (unfortunately it was some sort 
of pianist joke, so it was beyond me). 

All of the work present was done in 
an interesting manner, nothing was quite 

the same in its presentation, like Sabina, 
when all the lights were turned down and 
only the cellist, Leanne Zacharias, could 
be seen of to the side as a shadowed 
form. Or the extreme movements of Hopf-
ner in Elea. 

During the Pro Series, more concerts 
are going to be shown on campus at later 
dates with the next one being February 3rd 
presenting works from Polycoro. §

“Manitoba: Edge” of Music
Less talk, more rock!

michael henry, reporter
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Dear Quentin,
Music is a lot like food. What drug do 

you pair with what music? Like you’re pair-
ing wine with whatever you’re eating.

Dylan R. 

Dear Dylan,
I can see you take your drug use very 

seriously but if that is the case I have to 
question why you haven’t done this be-
fore. I would surmise that you are prob-
ably a ‘smoke weed everyday’ sort of user 
and that is why you haven’t been able to 
come up with this on your own. So here 
is the somewhat defi nitive and defi nitely 
cliché list of music to drug pairings.

I will begin with an easy one. Mari-
juana, and this one you probably already 
know. It goes with Led Zeppelin followed 
immediately by a long nap in a comfort-
able chair. It just makes sense. 

For MDMA (Ecstasy pretty much) you 
want any sort of Techno or House sub-
genre. You are overheating and more 
than a little out of your mind and want to 
rub up against everything anyway. 

Speed/steroids, working out music. 
Too easy, something like Europe’s Final 
Countdown or anything by Queen. Actually 
throw cocaine in there as well. Sure your 
heart might explode but you are probably 
damaging yourself by running a 6 minute 
mile or doing 500 pushups anyway. 

Meth is paired with a band like ICP. 
Both are catastrophically damaging to 
your brain and health so it also just makes 
sense. 

Mushrooms, LSD and any other hal-
lucinogen are tough. Because of the syn-
esthesia you want something very calm. 
Classical would work, folk music or any-
thing played on reed pipes. Stay safe,

Quentin ‘Dragon Chaser’ Quill

Quentin Quill is an 18th century time 
traveler trapped in BU. He has not yet de-
clared a major or even attended class in 
the last several months. He has spent the 
last few months trying to fi nd a way out, 
any way out.

As� Quentin 

Game Review: Warhammer: End Times - Vermintide

turrets and guard posts to defend! Build 
a robot army to protect your settlement 
from invasion! The stronger robots require 
more fusion cores, but are so worth it! The 
Mod comes with a healing wrench mod 
for repairing the robots, as normal repair 
is complicated since the robots double 
as NPCs. You can even have them escort 
you! The only issue is their defence power 
is very high within the settlement system. 
Other than that, a must-have mod! §

This week at SUDS:
BU Music Students 
present BIG BAND 
DANCE, featuring 
Michael Cain’s Big 

Band!
Saturday, February 6th 
at 10:00 PM. 18+ and 

ID required.



Being a student, having a student 

income and trying to eat healthy on a stu-
dent income does not mean you have to 
go without fresh eggs or that litre of milk. 
BUSU is proud to be able to provide a 
Food Bank service to students. Located 
on the third floor of the Knowles-Douglas 
Student Union Building, the BUSU Food 
Bank is a confidential service available to 
all Brandon University students in need of 
assistance. The Annual Halloween Food 
Drive helps stock the food bank for the 
year, but donations and BUSU financing 
sustain it throughout the year. 

The Food Bank distributes well-
rounded hampers consisting of all four 
food groups as outlined in the Canada 
Food Guide. Students are provided with 
non-perishable food items, a 
choice of milk or eggs (families 
with children receive both), and 
bread. The BUSU Food Bank has 
been running for over ten years 
and continues to grow to better 
meet the needs of students on 
a continuous basis. Watch in the 
coming weeks for the Food Bank 
Survey so that we can continue to 

ensure that we are meeting the needs of 
current students.

For the current term, the Food Bank 
is open on Fridays from 1:30 PM to 4:30 
PM. There are summer hours that are on 
Thursdays, so students are able to ac-
cess this service year-round. BUSU un-
derstands that these times may not work 
for all students, so if a student needs to 
access the food bank when it is not open, 
they can just contact the Food Bank to ar-
range for a different time. 

To contact the Food Bank to make ar-
rangements for different access times, to 
make a donation, or for more information 
please contact the BUSU Office by calling 
(204) 727-9660, stopping by our office in 
the KDC Building or emailing foodbank@
busu.ca. §

AS THE ANNUAL BUSU election looms, 
but there are difficult decisions that must 
be made by our executive. During the past 
two BUSU meetings, the question of can-
didates running for election on a slate was 
put to the question. With student apathy 
at an all time high, running as a slate can 
upend election results. Solidarity across 
ballots can be intrinsically appealing to 
students. As the recent history of Bran-
don University has shown us, a slate will 
pretty generally win an election. Cohesion 
such as this can throw an undemocratic 
wrench into an election.

Additionally, BUSU offers candidates 
50 posters and 2 banners. When three 
people are running for BUSU executive as 
a slate they can combine their resources 
and have three times the posters and 
banners that their competitors do not. The 
additional visibility is telling in the election 
polls as well and is another reason BUSU 
is looking at the laws governing our elec-
tions. This decision will be finalized this 
Friday at the next BUSU meeting. Nick 
Brown of BUSU is aware that the current 
executive was brought into power in part 

by using a slate and it was this that threw 
a spotlight onto the issue and created the 
ecology to fix this problem.

There are other issues our executive 
is managing right now as well. For the past 
five years, there has not been a full execu-
tive team to make it through one complete 
year. The stable of directors has also been 
sparsely populated for just as long. A situ-
ation that has been exacerbated by the 
recent resignations of three more BUSU 
directors. Going into this election we are 
down 6 directors out of a possible 14.  
This with the additional stress of having 
two interim executive members. The pres-
sure is increasing.

To combat this trend, BUSU will be 
changing hours for executive positions 
to reflect the needs of the job. They will 
still be able to bank time for up to six days 
but instead of 20 hours a week, execu-
tives will be able to work 20 – 30 hours 
a week. Nick Brown said that part of the 
problem is that “It’s a very stressful job 
but we absolutely hope to get all of the 
positions filled in the upcoming election.” 
Krystal Kayne, the new Returning Officer, 
may help remedy this. She is unbiased 
and has had experience with Directors 
and BUSU for several years.  §
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BUSU. Photo credit: Logan Praznik.

Election Slates Up in the Air
The Pressures of Leadership

alex murray, eDitor-in-chief

Are you a current Brandon University 

student and do you identify as a racialized 
or indigenous person? Are you a person 
from a traditionally marginalized com-
munity, such as those who identify as 
women and/or trans* and/or gender non-
conforming and/or queer and/or with dis-

abilities? If you answered yes, then BUSU 
wants to send you to a great experience 
with all expenses paid.

The Racialized & Indigenous Student 
Experience (RISE) Summit is the first na-
tional summit of its kind being hosted 
by the Canadian Federation of Students 
(CFS) in Toronto, ON from March 18th to 
21st, 2016. CFS states that “RISE will 
be an opportunity for student activists 

to gather, share stories of success and 
struggle, to nurture each other and heal 
together.” The costs of your travel, meals 
and accommodation would be covered by 
BUSU and CFS. BUSU will be sending the 
BUSU Women’s Director, Rachel Wu, and 
one other student to this wonderful expe-
rience. 

BUSU is asking all interested stu-
dents to submit a one page letter of intent 

to BUSU via pres@busu.ca or by dropping 
it off at the office in the KDC Building. In 
this letter the student should state who 
they are, what program they are in, that 
they identify as one of the listed groups 
that this summit it open to and why this 
summit would be of benefit to them. This 
letter is due to the BUSU office by Thurs-
day, January 28th at 4:00 PM. §

Racialized & Indigenous Student Experience Summit
BUSU wants to send a student to this summit for FREE!

Jill vanDerheiDen, Busu interim vpi

The votes are in and our Cafeteria 

has a brand new name. Voting closed on 
January 13th, and it was down to two pos-
sible names, Miciwin Place and Harvest 
Hall. And the winner is… Harvest Hall. 
Submitted by Leanne Barcellona, an Arts 

student at Brandon University (BU) as well 
as an Office Assistant in the Faculty of Ed-
ucation. The name comes from all that is 
around us here on the prairies and at BU, 
the harvesting of wheat, its colours and 
its incorporation into the school’s crest. 

Barcellona commented that “har-
vesting is reaping what we sow, and many 

seeds are sown here at uni-
versity in hopes that we reap 
the benefits.” New signage 
will be designed for Har-
vest Hall over the next few 
months. §

Harvest Hall
New name ≠ new food

Krista mills, copy eDitor

BUSU Service Highlight: Food Bank
Eating on a Student’s income

Jill vanDerheiDen, Busu interim vpi

The first piece of new business to 

attend to was the question of the book-
store’s future. The directors and executives 
of BUSU debated their formal position on 
the proposed change of the bookstore (in 
some cases using direct references to the 
article published by The Quill last week). 
Due to the lack of positive outcomes 
that the council could foresee the coun-

cil agreed to state a formal opinion that 
they are not in favour of the change. This 
was then applied to their vote in the Board 
of Governors meeting Saturday morning, 
where there was a vote to see whether or 
not the change would take effect. 

On a more positive note, there is a 
new event in the works. Due to the fre-
quent Professional Development days in 
the Brandon School Division (every third 
Friday, as stated by Interim VPI Jillian Van-

derheiden) there is an incon-
venience to students with 
children. BUSU is seeking 
to ease some of this incon-
venience by hosting a Fam-
ily Fun Day on February 26th, 
2016. This event will entail 
making the campus more 
kid-friendly for parents that 
are stopping by our school. 
§

BUSU Meeting: The Bookstore Decision
Carrying on from last week’s meeting 

ashlyn pearce, copy eDitor



ensure that we are meeting the needs of 
current students.

For the current term, the Food Bank 
is open on Fridays from 1:30 PM to 4:30 
PM. There are summer hours that are on 
Thursdays, so students are able to ac-
cess this service year-round. BUSU un-
derstands that these times may not work 
for all students, so if a student needs to 
access the food bank when it is not open, 
they can just contact the Food Bank to ar-
range for a different time. 

To contact the Food Bank to make ar-
rangements for different access times, to 
make a donation, or for more information 
please contact the BUSU Office by calling 
(204) 727-9660, stopping by our office in 
the KDC Building or emailing foodbank@
busu.ca. §
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Looking around the classrooms, 

there are many people wanting to help in 
the health care field. At the same time,  
Canada’s population is getting older and 
these nurses will be necessary. There are 
only 48 nursing seats assessed in their 
second year. For Pre nursing students, the 
competitive tide is high in term 2. 

Nurses are in high demand. Pre nurs-
ing students learn that they must take 
care of themselves, because nurses have 
amongst the highest absentee rates in 
professional roles. The unexpected shifts 
lead to nurses feeling further overworked. 
On top of this, we know that Canada’s 
population aged 65 and over is expected 
to rise to 20.1% by 2024.  So it sounds a 
little strange that only about 60%-69% of 
the pre nursing students will get into year 
2. Why is it so competitive? I interviewed 
our Dean of Health Studies, Dr. Dean Care 
and our student advisor Tracey Collyer to 
find out if the stress is justifiable.

Dr. Dean Care shared the “big pic-
ture on how nursing seats are allocated”. 

Funding comes from the government. 
It starts with workplace analysis, where 
Manitoba Health makes predictions for 
the number of nurses and other types of 
health care professionals needed. These 
numbers are put into a projection model 
w,hich determines number of seats. Occa-
sionally, government will add more seats 
based on what the projections predict. For 
example “in 2012-2013, we received ad-
ditional seats […] that allowed Licensed 
Practical Nurse (LPN) graduates to enter 
third year”. 

So why are the seats expensive to 
fund? Dr. Care shared that “they are ex-
pensive primarily because of the small 
faculty-to-student ratios in clinical prac-
tice courses.” Brandon University nursing 
students pay about 15% of what their edu-
cation actually costs through their tuition. 

“I occasionally check with my govern-
ment colleagues to find out what possi-
bilities are on the horizon for additional 
seats for Brandon. More recently, there 
has been a push by the government to 
hire more Nurse Practitioners. The Univer-
sity of Manitoba is the sole provider of the 

Masters-level Nurse Practitioner program 
in Manitoba. The workforce models are 
showing that there are shortages of physi-
cians [where] nurse practitioners can fill 
that gap” Dr. Care said about seat alloca-
tion. 

Tracey Collyer expects about 70-80 
students applying to the nursing pro-
gram’s 2nd year and out of that, 48 will be 
accepted. “Every few years, we debate the 
admission criteria. Should we be doing in-
terviews, written and oral communication 
testing?” Dr. Care ensured “It keeps com-
ing back to a competitive GPA as the best 
predictor of success.” Tracey added “Last 
year a research assistant looked at all the 
other universities admission criteria [and 
BU was] consistent with most Canadian 
Universities.” Eric Shaw, a pre nursing stu-
dent comments “The process is fair. The 
profession has zero tolerance for making 
mistakes because it would be detrimen-
tal to the profession and the recipient of 
care”.  

If students do not meet the criteria, 
Tracey wants us to know: “Nursing pro-
grams require intelligent caring people [… 

and so] there are doors open to you, you 
can retake courses, you can take the LPN 
program and come back or you can go into 
our psychiatric nursing program or the sci-
ences.” She made it clear she is there to 
mentor people who are concerned. §

Nursing Supply and Demand
Canada needs more health care help, so why is it so hard to get in?

monica luDwicK, reporter

What’s going on in Brandon? 
January 28th-30th: The Winter Festival 

will feature eight cultural pavilions (Mau-
ritius, Chinese, Brazilian, Scottish, Irish, 
English, Ukrainian, and Métis) located 
around Brandon. Most pavilions will fea-
ture cultural shows and demonstrations, 
and will have their native food and drink 
for sale. For more info see lgwf.ca.

January 29th: D’Aoust and Highway 
373 are playing at The 40 (210 18th St N). 

For more info see the40.ca or call 204-
727-0318.

January 29th - 31st: The Dakota Na-
tion Winter Festival is taking place at the 
Keystone Centre (1175 18th St). The event 
will feature various sports and games. 
Admission is $10 for the day, with Elders 
(60 and older) and children (6 and under) 
being free. 

January 29th - 31st: The 33 is playing 
at The Evans Theatre at 7:30 PM. The film 
is based on a true story about the mine 
collapse in San Jose which stranded 33 
miners underground for more than two 

months. For more info see evanstheatre.
ca. 

January 30th: The Bobcats volleyball 
teams are playing the U of W Wesmen in 
the HLC. The women play at 5:00 PM and 
the men at 6:45 PM.

January 31st: The BU School of Music 
presents the 2nd Annual Low-Brass Festi-
val. The event is an all-day series of con-
certs, clinics, product displays, and more. 
The estimated start time is 9:00 AM, with 
an end time of 5:30 PM. The registration 
fee ($10 per person) includes participa-
tion in all of the events, lunch, and admis-

sion to the evening recital (Aaron Wilson 
and Joel Pugh) at 4:00 PM. For more info 
see brandonu.ca/music. §

Upcoming Events
Get out there and do stuff

ashlyn pearce, copy eDitor

Photo credit: Brandon University Marketing  & 
Communications.

to BUSU via pres@busu.ca or by dropping 
it off at the office in the KDC Building. In 
this letter the student should state who 
they are, what program they are in, that 
they identify as one of the listed groups 
that this summit it open to and why this 
summit would be of benefit to them. This 
letter is due to the BUSU office by Thurs-
day, January 28th at 4:00 PM. §

Brandon’s famous Winter Festi-

val (formerly the “Lieutenant-Governor’s 
Winter Festival”) will return for its thir-
teenth year, bringing the arts, cuisine and 
culture of different countries around the 
world to our city for the ultimate 3 days of 
January’s last week. The annual festival 
was first hosted in 2003, and holds paral-
lels to Winnipeg’s two-week midsummer 
Folklorama festival.

This year, the festival will be present-
ing a lineup of 8 cultural pavilions around 
the city. Though many previous pavilions, 
such as the German, Colombian and First 
Nations pavilions, will not be returning 
this year, the lineup still includes the Mau-
ritian, Chinese, Brazilian, Scottish, Irish, 

English, Ukrainian and Métis pavilions, all 
of which represent various countries and 
cultures that are themselves represented 
in Brandon’s population. Each will be pro-
viding a selection of food, drink and sou-
venirs, as well as a variety of music, dance 
and other entertainment throughout the 
days and evenings. Though a Honduran 
pavilion was initially slated for the festi-
val, it has since been cancelled, though 
its administration remains apparently op-
timistic with a message on the festival’s 
website saying, “Watch for Us in 2017.”

The Winter Festival runs through Jan-
uary 28th, 29th and 30th, and all of its pa-
vilions will be open for the entire duration, 
with the exception of the Métis pavilion, 
which is only open on the 29th and 30th. 
Check lgwf.ca for pavilion locations and 
detailed schedules. §

Winter Festival this Weekend
Get out there and do stuff

logan prazniK, Dean of meDicine

From February 22nd to March 6th, 

2016 a commemorative art installation 
for the missing and murdered indigenous 
women of Canada and the United States 
will be installed in BU’s Down Under (base-
ment of McMaster Hall). Walking With Our 
Sisters (WWOS) displays 1800+ pairs of 
moccasin vamps (tops) created by hun-
dreds of caring and concerned individuals 
including a group of students in BU pro-
fessor Cathy Mattes’ Advanced Aboriginal 
Design class.

The vamps are intentionally not sewn 
into completed moccasins to represent 
the unfinished lives of the women and 
children who have been murdered or dis-
appeared. Three Hundred of these vamps 
are dedicated to the children that did not 

come home from residential schools. 
Metis artist, Christ Belcourt, started 

the WWOS project in 2012. The installa-
tion has been travelling throughout Cana-
da and the United States since October of 
2013 and at this time has planned exhib-
its until 2019. 

From the artwork to the fundraising, 
the installation itself and the community 
programming associated with the exhibit, 
hundreds of people are coming together 
to create a unified voice to honour these 
women, their families and call attention to 
the issue of missing and murdered indig-
enous women. The project raises aware-
ness and creates an opportunity for shar-
ing different teachings with the public. 

For more information visit www.walk-
ingwithoursisters.ca or email WWOSBran-
don@gmail.com. §

Commemorative Art Installation
Walking With Our Sisters comes to BU

Joseph Kruger, senior reporter
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The Imaginus Poster Sale returns 
to Brandon University for its annual event 
this February 1st and 2nd! This is the time 
of year when the Mingling Area of the 
Knowles-Douglas Centre (KDC) is taken 
over with over a hundred posters ranging 
in theme from movie poster, to reprint of 
a famous artwork, to Chuck Norris joke. 
Stop by the Mingling Area during the sale 

on Monday, February 1st between 9:00 
A.M. and 6:00 P.M., and/or Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 2nd between 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
to browse the posters of varying size and 
find one that belongs in your home! We 
have the sneaking suspicion that Quentin 
will be skulking in the corners, trying to 
find the perfect finishing touches for the 
shadow passages through which he trav-
els.

Your friendly neighbourhood Student 

Union office on the first floor of the KDC 
will have a sign-up sheet for student jobs 
involved with the poster sale. These jobs 
are on a first-come, first-serve basis and 
you must be there to sign up in person. 
Stop by the BUSU office to see what po-
sitions and hours are available! It’s a fun 
and easy way to make a little bit of spend-
ing money right before reading week! §

Imaginus Poster Sale
When you can’t afford paint for your walls

ariele Kehler, senior reporter

 
The Kiwanis Club of Bran-

don warmly invites students 
interested in Commu-

nity Service to our Tuesday 
meetings. This is a great 

opportunity to see and hear 
what a Kiwanis Service Club 
is all about, to engage with 
our experienced members, 
and if you are interested in 

Kiwanis, to be treated to 
a free lunch.  The Kiwanis 

Club of Brandon is all about 
improving our community 

and making life more fulfill-
ing for others. We serve 
our communities while 

providing members with 
an opportunity for personal 
growth and fellowship. Men 
and women from all walks 
of life and at every stage of 
life and career may volun-
teer their services through 

Kiwanis.

PSA: Kiwanis 
Club

Correction: 
Last week, we reported that the 

volunteer recruitment drive had only one 
table. That table was Child and Family 
Services of Western Manitoba. However, 
as it is now known, the volunteer recruit-
ment was for CFS alone and not the army 
as I had reported. 

No other tables were scheduled for 
that day. 


