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Safety in Numbers
Local cab drivers accused of assaulting and harassing young women

As reported by various sources 

to The Quill, the safety of young women 
was potentially compromised for a pe-
riod of time in 2015. This tip was made 
anonymously and was later supported by 
several posts made on Facebook and eB-
randon.ca. 

To verify the claims made Brandon 
Police Sgt. Kevin McLean was contacted 
and confirmed that complaints had been 
made regarding sexual assault taking 
place during a cab ride. McLean declined 
to identify the cab company or driver at 
this time as the investigation was ongo-
ing. 

A follow up was later made with Sgt. 
Bill Brown who was able to confirm two re-
ports against a cab driver, both of which 
were found to be false. Despite this find-
ing Brown would like to make sure that 
people are aware of the potential dan-
gers, and would encourage travelling in 
groups. In talking to the alleged victims 

and witnesses it was discovered that not 
all of the incidents had been reported to 
the police, and The Quill felt encouraged 
to continue the investigation.  

The posts on eBrandon.ca were made 
with varying titles to the tune of a “Warn-
ing to Women.” These messages were 
published by self-described victims and 
their close confidantes as an attempt to 
warn others about the dangers they might 
be facing. Minutes after The Quill original-
ly discovered these posts on eBrandon.ca 
the messages were removed without com-
ment. Administrators at eBrandon.ca have 
been contacted regarding the removal of 
the posts, and have not responded to the 
several attempts made by The Quill to get 
in touch with them. 

Various alleged victims and witness-
es were willing to confirm that the assault 
had happened, but most were unwilling 
to give quotes about the traumatizing ex-
periences. Through these confirmations it 
has been found that the assaults which 
took place targeted young women, some 

being underage, who were vulnerable at 
the time of the attack. A friend of an al-
leged victim was willing to come forth and 
speak of her friend’s experience under 
the condition of anonymity. The friend will 
henceforth be referred to as M. 

M said that her friend had gone out 
with a group (of which M was apart of) for 
a few drinks, and had parted ways with 
the group during the evening. Later that 
night, the girl who had been separated 
from the group took a cab to meet up with 
the others at a M’s house. M said herself, 
and the other members of the group felt it 
was taking longer than it should have for 
the cab to arrive at the house. 

“We were waiting and waiting and 
wondering what was taking so long,” M 
commented. She then described her 
friend’s arrival, “but when she finally got 
here she was shaking, scared, and in 
pain.”

M quoted her friend as saying that 
“the cab driver was talking inappropri-
ately and [she] kind of just played it off 

but then he pulled over a couple streets 
before [M’s] house and he got her out of 
the car and sexually assaulted her… her 
pants were bloody and she couldn’t sit 
down without being in pain.” 

Others had mentioned being ha-
rassed by the cab driver via phone mes-
sages after the initial assault had taken 
place. This was able to happen because 
when a cab is called, the company usually 
asks for your phone number in case they 
need to contact you. 

To gauge whether or not young wom-
en were still facing this threat the com-
pany mentioned by the alleged victims 
was contacted regarding the claims being 
made. The company was able to confirm 
that the driver in question had been let go 
from his position with the company when 
the police first started their investigation. 
As the situation has been handled by the 
company, The Quill will not be mentioning 
the company name so as not to encour-
age slander. 

- Continued on page 2. 

Ashlyn PeArce, coPy editor



New students at Brandon University 

in future years may find themselves with an 
additional requirement to get their degree. 
As part of a renewed commitment to indig-
enous education, Brandon University may 
add a requirement for students to take one 
Native Studies course to earn a degree.

A Native Studies requirement would 
take steps to fulfill BU’s part of the Mani-
toba Collaborative Indigenous Education 
Blueprint, which Brandon University, as well 
as Manitoba’s other post-secondary institu-
tions and the Manitoba School Boards As-
sociation, signed in December of last year. 
The agreement’s second clause calls for 
“bringing Indigenous knowledge, languag-
es and intellectual traditions, models and 
approaches into curriculum and pedagogy,” 
which is the main part of the agreement 
that such a requirement would aim to ap-
peal to.

Jill Vanderheiden, interim Vice-Pres-
ident Internal of the Brandon University 

Students’ Union, commented on the mat-
ter. “As a Métis woman and current student 
of Brandon University, I’m glad that our 
history, culture and story are finally being 
given the recognition they deserve,” com-
mending the enhancement to education 
on indigenous subjects that would be ex-
perienced by all BU students under such a 
requirement. “For way too many years, our 
textbooks were written by ‘Caucasians’ with 
their version of history using words like ‘dis-
covered,’ when in reality this was only one 
perception. I am very glad that the truth 
and the actual history will be taught and 
this knowledge will spread.”

Vanderheiden, however, also expressed 
concern that a new potential requirement, 
in addition to the already existing ones, 
would be too much of a burden on stu-
dents. “I will be very happy if Native Studies 
becomes required, but I hope that the Cal-
endar changes to that Native Studies can 
count as a Humanities [credit],” noting that 
Native Studies is not an area of study that 
is recognized as a Humanities course in the 

current 2015-16 course calendar. “I don’t 
think it’s appropriate that students might 
be left having three different requirements 
to fulfil before graduation at BU.”

The Native Studies requirement, if it 
came to fruition, would parallel that of the 
recent decision by the University of Winni-
peg’s senate to require all new students, 
starting in the 2016-2017 school year 
to take at least one course in Indigenous 
Studies to fulfill their degree requirements, 
the first requirement of its kind in Canada. 
Under the changes, University of Winnipeg 
students would not be required to obtain 
any more total credit hours to graduate, 
and would not affect any current students’ 
graduation requirements. §
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Future Native Studies Requirement Possible
New requirement would help fulfil Indigenous Education Blueprint

logAn PrAznik, rePorter

Safety in Numbers
Continued from the front page.  

The City of Brandon has regulations 
for the cab drivers in the city stated in Taxi 
By-Law No. 6884. Section 4.10 of this by-
law state that cab driver permits won’t be 
issued for applicants who “within a ten (10) 
year period immediately preceding the date 
of application, has been convicted of any 
of the following offences contrary to The 

Criminal Code of Canada, The Controlled 
Drugs and Substances Act, or otherwise, or 
of similar offences from any other jurisdic-
tion: i) a sexual offence or offence relating 
to corrupt public morals; ii) an offence relat-
ing to criminal negligence, homicide, bodily 
harm, assault, kidnapping or abduction; or 
iii) an offence relating to robbery or extor-

tion; iv) driving while over .08 blood alcohol 
level, impaired driving or refusal to provide 
a breath or blood sample; v) trafficking, 
possession for the purpose of trafficking, 
or cultivation of a controlled substance; 
vi) dangerous driving”. This by-law can be 
viewed in its entirety at www.brandon.ca/
by-laws/view-by-laws. §

Photo credit: Logan Praznik.

BU Board of Governors 
Take stock of the university agenda

Last week, the Brandon University 

Board of Governors panel wove together 
resolutions and approvals to recent amend-
ments made to the university’s pool of poli-
cies, endowments and staff positions. The 
financial issues discussed were to ensure 
the fiscal stability and long-term economic 
health of the institution and to provide over-
sight of the institution’s financial practices, 
internal controls, financial management, 
and standards of conduct. 

The assembly reiterated the endow-
ment earnings disbursement rate of 5.0% 
as recommended by the Brandon Univer-
sity Foundation, and adoption of the pro-
posed Consent Agenda protocol. Several 

vacant positions in the BU faculty were 
filled with unanimous vote: The appoint-
ment of Dr. Dean Care as Associate Vice-
President (Teaching and Learning) for the 
period of November 30th, 2015 to July 31st, 
2017 and Dr. Heather Duncan as Associate 
Vice-President (Research) for the period of 
November 30th, 2015 to July 31st, 2017. The 
panel approved the granting of the desig-
nation “Professor Emerita” to Dr. Helen 
Armstrong of the Faculty of Education and 
the title “President Emeritus” to Dr. Louis 
Visentin.

One of the most long-awaited and im-
portant decisions ruled was the approval for 
the collaboration of Assiniboine Community 
College and Brandon University to create a 
unified business school. The first step would 
be ACC and BU merging to create their 

own business program, incorporating the 
program that permits students to receive 
transfer credits when transferring between 
the two post-secondary educational institu-
tions. Other professional degrees may be in 
for the same idea somewhere in the near 
future. This will strengthen the ties the two 
schools already posses.

Other issues discussed were the im-
portance and noticeable increase in inter-
national students at the university, how to 
increase demand for on-campus residence, 
and student retention rates. At the end of 
the discussion, the majority of the partici-
pants ensured their support and solidarity 
in working on any such issues and empha-
sized the need of a platform to network for 
dialogue and action. §

isrAt lisA mizAn, columnist

Brandon University Music Society 

Council has an event coming up at SUDS on 
Saturday February 6th. It is a very late night 
event for music fans. The event will be tak-
ing place at 10:00 PM and will go one until 

2:00 AM. Music will be done featuring the 
Brandon University Big Band under the di-
rection of Michael Cain. Tickets will be sold 
from the Queen Elizabeth II building on Feb-
ruary 3rd, 4th and 5th. This will be done be-
tween the hours of 10:00 AM and 3:00 PM. 
To buy tickets in advance it is 7$ for BUMS 
members and 10$ for non-members. To 

buy the tickets at the last minute at SUDS 
at the start of the event is 10$ for BUMS 
members and 12$ for non-members. There 
will be drinking of course, so in order to get 
into the event you must be over 18 and 
have a valid photo ID with you. The event 
will be filled with wonderful music and fun 
times for all. §

Big Band Dance Event
“Without music, life would be a mistake.” - Friedrich Nietzsche

kAylA neimAn, rePorter



Basketball took place this week-

end out in BC where the Bobcats played 
against Trinity Western University. Both men 
and women won games and took losses. They 
played well and faced tough opponents.

The women’s team fared well as their 
record climbed 6-8. On Friday the women 
worked hard but faced defeat, as they could 
not gain ground on their rivals. They were be-
hind by only 6 points in the first quarter and 
that was the difference that won the game 
at 81-87. On Saturday the ladies took the 
win with a well earned victory, outscoring in 
every quarter except the last, and winning 
by 5 at 74-69. The lady’s top 3 scorers of 

the weekend include Keisha Cox (47), Aleah 
Bridges (24) and Alyssa Montgomery (22).

The men’s team received their first win 
of the season on Friday and their record now 
sits 1-13. Friday, the triumphant day that it 
was, saw the men take a win against the 
Spartans by 11 points with the final score 
being 98-87. On Saturday the men lost being 
outscored nearly each quarter and losing 78-
87. The men’s top 3 scorers of the weekend 
include Earl Thompson Jr. D.J. Jordan and 
Pookie Saunders, with each player scoring 
close to 40 points throughout the weekend.

The Bobcat’s next games will be tak-
ing place in Saskatchewan next weekend 
against the U of S Huskies. If you would like 
to check out any of the Bobcats stats for 
yourself please go to the Bobcats official 

website at www.gobobcats.ca. 
You can check out their sched-
ule of future games, read up 
on their stories and show sup-
port for your BU athletes! §

current 2015-16 course calendar. “I don’t 
think it’s appropriate that students might 
be left having three different requirements 
to fulfil before graduation at BU.”

The Native Studies requirement, if it 
came to fruition, would parallel that of the 
recent decision by the University of Winni-
peg’s senate to require all new students, 
starting in the 2016-2017 school year 
to take at least one course in Indigenous 
Studies to fulfill their degree requirements, 
the first requirement of its kind in Canada. 
Under the changes, University of Winnipeg 
students would not be required to obtain 
any more total credit hours to graduate, 
and would not affect any current students’ 
graduation requirements. §
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Men And Women’s Basketball
Bobcats VS. Spartans

roBert killAm iii, senior sPorts rePorter

Financial#ConsentAsk4it
presented by

The Yes Means Yes! Comittee

Sexual and Reproductive Health Awareness Week 

Monday February 8th

#Ask4it Men’S engAgeMenT: Yeah Maybe, No 
A film screening and discussion with Dr. Johnathan A. Allan
3:30PM Brodie Building Theatre B

Tuesday February 9th
#Ask4it COnSenT! hosted by SERC
A workshop about having hot consensual sex!
2:30-3:30PM The Louis Riel Room
#Ask4it COnSenT CuLTuRe    free pizza
A for students by students forum about consent culture and sexual assault
on campus, facilitated by the Canadian Federation of Students and BuSu
6:00-8:00PM Ceremony Room, counselling support available on site

Wednesday February 10th
#Ask4it In THe COMMunITy: Scavenger Hunt
search the city for sexual and reproductive health resources
prize provided by the Gender and Women’s Studies Allliance. Teams of 4. 
Thursday February 11th
#Ask4it LGBTTQ* SEX ED hosted by SERC
a workshop on sexual health and pleasure for LgBTTQ* people and their allies
11:30-12:30PM The Louis Riel Room

#Ask4it PLeASuRe hosted by Smitten
a sex toy extravaganza 
7:00PM-9:00PM SUDS

Friday February 12th
#Ask4it IT’S A WRAP SOCIAL hosted by The Women’s Collective
SUDS. 18+ $5 at the door. 

The 2016 CIS Women’s Volleyball Na-

tional Competition is right around the corner 
for BU’s Women’s Volleyball Team, and the 
community of Brandon is coming together 
for the national spectacle.

From March 11th to 13th, Brandon Uni-
versity’s Healthy Living Centre is hosting 
the CIS Women’s Volleyball National Com-
petition, welcoming teams from universities 
across Canada to compete for gold.

As the first time BU has hosted a univer-

sity national championship, the tournament 
is important for BU Athletics, the university, 
and the city as a whole, according to BU Ath-
letic Director Russ Paddock.

“We have strong support from the busi-
ness community and have many volunteers 
on board wanting to assist in making this 
the best Women’s Volleyball Championship 
in history,” said Paddock. “We are bringing 
in over 1000 school aged children for the 
day games on Friday, March 11th. We plan to 
have a full house of 1200 for the Bobcats 
match at 6:00 PM on March 11th.”

As the hosting team, BU will receive an 
automatic berth in the tournament, and all 
BU students are encouraged to attend and 
cheer on their Bobcats.

 “This is a unique opportunity for all 
BU students to rally behind their fellow stu-
dents on the women’s volleyball team,” said 
Paddock. “This will be an exciting event for 
students to take part in. The first national 
championship game at BU will be a can’t-
miss event on March 11th.”

The celebrations during 
the tournament will also in-

clude a 10th anniversary celebration of BU’s 
involvement in the CIS volleyball program.

Sports fans can purchase their week-
end ticket passes online or in person at the 
HLC for $60 for adults, $20 for BU or high 
school students, and $10 for children ages 
13 and under. All students with a ticket are 
eligible for the warm-up event at 4:30 PM. 
More information about this event will be 
available soon. §

Tickets: 2016 CIS Women’s Volleyball Nationals
Bobcats host and participate in national tournament, and you can see it all!

holly kAlyniuk, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

#Ask4it INDIGENOUS MEN”S LEADERSHIP
11:30AM Indigenous People’s Centre
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When we all go out and buy text-

books, we all have the same thought: 
“Why does this stack of paper cost as 
much as my soul?” 

The constant irritant that hits us 
every semester begins. Sometimes we 
can see a reason, like if a textbook has 
600 pages and is printed in hardcover, 
maybe it is worth the $250. Most of the 
time, we can’t see the logic that caused 
the publishers to mark them the way that 
they did. Now, we can get past the huge, 
stupidly high prices, (mainly because we 

don’t have a choice if we want to pass the 
class) but it is the other end of the cycle 
that really pisses us of. 

When you try to sell a book back to 
the bookstore, you expect that you should 
get at least a portion of the money back. 
Sadly, in recent years the amount stu-
dents receive in return for their carefully 
cared for textbooks when selling back to 
the bookstore is pitiful - perhaps because 
the great “they” thought we wouldn’t no-
tice? 

Well, we noticed, and it is atrocious 
what they have the nerve to offer. Firstly 
is how hypocritical they can be. They say 

that if a textbook is sealed in shrink-wrap, 
and has a hard cover, then it is worth 
$180. When it is being sold back in the 
same condition the next year, suddenly it 
is only worth $80, which is 44.4% of what 
was paid for it. What is worse is when you 
try to sell them anything that’s not related 
to science,. Sorry, liberal arts, music, and 
philosophy majors. It seems that even if 
you keep a $20 book in pristine condi-
tion, and it less than 6 months old, then it 
is worth 25¢. For those of you playing at 
home that is an amazing 1.2% of what it 
cost you. At those rates, you might as well 
have sold it as a firestarter - you probably 

would have gotten more for it. 
Luckily for us, there are alternatives, 

Facebook pages like the Brandon Used 
Textbook or Brandon Swap and Shop, and 
you can avoid buying the books altogether 
by buying them online, through sites like 
Amazon and Kijiji. 

In the end, the main moral we can 
all take away from this ordeal is that un-
less you are taking some high level nurs-
ing course or fourth year linear algebra, 
there is no point in trying to sell back your 
books. You’re way better off to sell it to 
another student. Happy selling, fellow BU 
students. §

OP/ED: Textbooks: That’s Bookshit
Banged for your buck

reid ogilvie, rePorter

The minute you land in a new country 

to study abroad, you’re busy taking in the 
newness around you. You’re smiling at the 
fervent pedestrian on every corner. You’re 
fascinated by the sudden openness of the 
people around you. Or perhaps you’re no-
ticing a discrete change in gender roles, 
simple gestures, the way people handle 
sensitive situations, or confused by why 
your some of your friends shy away from 
some of your questions. This, brave inter-
national student, is called culture shock. 

When you study abroad, your daily 
routine, culture, and the attitudes of peo-
ple around you are no longer familiar. The 
process of recognizing, understanding, 
and adapting to these changes is part of 
assimilating into your new environment. 

In a new country, we become more 
aware of these cultural subtleties be-
cause they are different from our norm. 
After first arriving to a new place, you’ll 
likely be caught up in all the wonderful 
things your new chosen home has to of-
fer. During this stage, you are more likely 

to recognize cultural similarities and be 
charmed by the differences. Gradually, 
the euphoria will diminish. Then you’ll 
get lost. You’ll get mad at the apparent 
“disorganization” of things. You’ll become 
overwhelmed with all the things you have 
to adjust to and either feel irritated or 
compelled to make things go “your way”. 
Finally, you’re able to relax. You’ve come 
to terms with your new home and have 
achieved a balance of emotions. Instead 
of feeling irritated, you’re understanding 
of differences. You’ll start to have a more 

positive outlook, interest in learning more 
about your host country, and make more 
effort to fit in. 

Studying abroad isn’t all weekend 
getaways and late night parties. It’s a 
challenge, an introduction to a new cul-
ture, and an emotional roller coaster at 
times. However, it’s one worth taking. We 
promise you though, once you’re home 
you’ll forget about all the things that irri-
tated you and treasure the memories and 
friends you made. I know I will! More te-
quila shots for surviving 5 months! §

Four Stages of Culture Shock
My personal tale of assimilating into Canada (despite all the shenanigans)

isrAt lisA mizAn, columnist

My esteemed Quill readers, all this 

reporter to, in lieu of the more common-
place sobriquet, introduce the vox populi-
friendly character of this article’s dramatis 
personae: Daniel Thau-Eleff. Thau-Eleff is 
a Winnipeg based playwright, performer, 
director, and the artistic director of Mov-
ing Target Theatre Company (www.mov-
ingtargettheatre.com). He has performed 
his works all across Canada and the U.S., 

from Toronto’s SummerWorks, Impact, 
and Chutzpah!Fest, to the NYC Fringe 
and other various Fringe festivals and 
conferences. On February 11th and 12th, 
at 11:30 PM and 3:30 PM respectively,  
Thau-Eleff will be performing his new 
play “Good People Bad Things” at the 
Evans Theatre. After the one hour show 
there will be a discussion time. Thau-Eleff 
is also running a free writing workshop on 
how to write from personal experience on 
February 8th at 6:30 PM in the Rowe The-

atre.
I had the pleasure of inter-

viewing Daniel on his life and 
work. The following is a summary 
of this conversation.

Daniel became involved in 
the world of theatre when he at-
tended a performing arts camp 
as a teen. After high school, he 
attended the University of Winni-
peg. He did this because “that’s 
what people did when they were 
finished high school.” He was not 
sure what kind of degree that he 
wanted to get in that first year. 
He was taking a course in the 
faculty of theatre and landed a 
small part in a theatre produc-
tion. Daniel found theatre to be 
so challenging and rewarding 

that by the second year he was taking 
mostly theatre classes and in 2003 he 
graduated with a degree in theatre.

Daniel got his professional drama 
career start at the Winnipeg Fringe Fes-
tival. He says that Fringe Fest is a great 
place to start out because they pro-
vide advertisement, a stage, and light/
sound techs 

As an activist promoting awareness 
of the Palestinian people’s condition, 
an outspoken opponent of police bru-
tality happening in Winnipeg, and other 
causes, Daniel recommends that peo-
ple consider becoming actively involved 
in their community. He cautions potential 
activist to “not ignore the element of self 
exploration” that ought to coincide with 
greater involvement in communities. He 
says that if people do not know who they 
are or what they stand for, they will have 
blinds spots that may become trouble-
some later on. Daniel says that there will 
be differences of opinion even in the most 
tightly knit communities that can be over-
come by compassion for one another and 
trying to focus on common ground rather 

than on the differences. 
When asked how and why he wrote 

“Good People Bad Things”, Daniel said 
that the show came about organically. He 
began writing the show with more ques-
tions than answers, and through the de-
velopment of the play came up not with 
answers but with more questions. He 
suggests that those who come to see the 
show bring friends and discuss the ques-
tions around why people often do bad 
things afterwards with a cup of coffee, al-
lowing the brewing thoughts to percolate 
in the appropriate community setting. §

Vi Veri Veniversum Vivus Vici
Conquering the Universe Through Community

nAthAn mAckrith, rePorter

Daniel Thau-Eleff. Photo credit: Leif Norman.
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Dear Quentin,
I am from a small farming community 

near Brandon. I believe that my neighbor 
may be a witch who has cursed my family 
and caused my crops to fail. What should 
I do?

Concerned Farmer 

Dear Concerned,
If your neighbour is indeed a witch, 

which she isn’t, then I doubt you would 
have noticed. Witches are crafty, hard to 
spot, and diffi cult to identify, even by the 
most learned of witchhunters. Far more 
likely that you are just bad at farming. 

Also, Climate Change. Although, I am 
not so informed in this Climate Change 
stuff to think witches can’t cause that 
too. 

Before you gear up with torches and 
pitchforks be aware that if this is a witch 
infestation, there is almost nothing you 
can do against them. They can see the fu-
ture so they will know when you are com-
ing. They have mind powers so they can 
control you like a slave and they have be-
fore ensorcelled animals to do their bid-
ding. See that sparrow up there, looking 
at you, maybe minding its own business? 
Well maybe it is not minding its own busi-
ness. Maybe it is getting ready to poison 
your bread with hemlock. 

Like bears, most witches are nice 
enough on their own. If you don’t provoke 
them, they generally leave well enough 
alone. Don’t come between them and 
their cubs or them and a jar of honey. Only 
the rabid crones are actually evil enough 
to do something, and gout pretty much 
keeps them locked away in their shack at 
the edge of the bog. 

Quentin ‘ensorcelled’ Quill

Quentin Quill is an 18th century time 
traveler trapped in BU. He has not yet 
declared a major or even attended class 
in the last several months. He has spent 
the last few months fi nding the secrets of 
bobcat statue in the courtyard.

As� Quentin 

would have gotten more for it. 
Luckily for us, there are alternatives, 

Facebook pages like the Brandon Used 
Textbook or Brandon Swap and Shop, and 
you can avoid buying the books altogether 
by buying them online, through sites like 
Amazon and Kijiji. 

In the end, the main moral we can 
all take away from this ordeal is that un-
less you are taking some high level nurs-
ing course or fourth year linear algebra, 
there is no point in trying to sell back your 
books. You’re way better off to sell it to 
another student. Happy selling, fellow BU 
students. §

This week at SUDS:
BU Music Students 
present BIG BAND 
DANCE, featuring 
Michael Cain’s Big 

Band!
Saturday, February 6th 
at 10:00 PM. 18+ and 

ID required.

I’ve put a lot of emphasis on mods 

that improve the game mechanics and 
give the player a lot more utility. This week 
I’ll be reviewing some mods that are so 
ridiculous, it will be impossible for you 
to take this game seriously! As always, 
all the mods listed can be found on the 
Nexus Mods website.
Atom Bomb Baby - by Trainwiz - 5 / 5

Notorious for his work in the Skyrim 
modding community, Trainwiz wasted 
no time gracing us with his presence in 
Fallout 4. Named after the song title, this 
mod turns all the mini-nuke models in 
the game into the model of baby Shaun. 
Simple but effective, there’s little more 
hilarious than levelling a city block with a 
baby mirv that splits into more explosive 
babies!
Buzz Lightyear Paladin Danse - by Soren-
ova - 4 / 5

If you’ve played far enough (Spoiler 
Warnings!), you already knew the truth 
about Paladin Danse from the moment 
you laid eyes on him. That hood. That 
power armor. That unending desire to 
reach infi nity and beyond. It’s no coinci-
dence, my friend -- Paladin Danse is Buzz 
Lightyear incognito! This mod breaks the 
mystery and drags the truth into the light! 
Find his original Buzz Lightyear armor 
aboard the Prydwen, tell Danse to wear 
it, and voila!
Immersive Facial Animations - by Aro-
naxAE and FancyPants - 5 / 5

Find the characters in the game 
too plain? Too rigid? Too boring? Let me 
fi x that for you! This mod intensifi es the 
game’s facial animations! Varieties in-
clude the Serious version that shoots for 
realism, the Super Cereal version that 
borders realism and madness, and the 
Excelsior version that turns the game into 
a goofy Jim Carrey movie! (And you know 
you’ll want the latter!) From the start of 
the game to 500 hours in, you’ll no longer 
be bored to engage anyone in dialogue!
Rip A Guy’s Arm Off And Beat Him To 
Death With It - by Kentington - 5 / 5

As you can guess, this mod lets you 
rip off a humanoid’s arm and beat him 

with it occasionally when attacking with-
out a weapon! You get to keep the arm, 
and its attack power is ridiculously high 
given the circumstances. Best yet, you 
can cook it and eat it when you’re done. 
Tarantino meets Hannibal!
Really Useful Fallout - by Trainwiz - 5 / 5

Another Trainwiz mod! This one 
turns the deathclaws, vertibirds, missiles 
and more into Thomas the Tank Engine! 
Sounds are included with this mod to im-
prove the delicious immersion Thomas 
has to offer. If you’ve seen how awesome 

Thomas in Skyrim was, you know this mod 
is a must-have! 
Macho Claws - by AronaxAE and Fancy-
Pants - 11 / 5

From another modding group al-
ready listed here comes another return-
ing Skyrim mod. After the tragic passing 
of Randy Savage, the modding commu-
nity honoured his memory by altering the 
Skyrim dragons to look and talk like the 
legendary wrestler. And now, Macho Mad-
ness has come to the Commonwealth 
Wasteland! You’re welcome. §

Game Review: Fallout 4 Mods #5
Stupid Silly Edition

trevor “t-dAwg” venn, BugA



Why do students come to univer-

sity? Why do we spend so much money 
to come and learn? Society today places 
great value on knowledge. Students go to 
significant lengths to obtain and acquire 
that knowledge. The Brandon University 
Students’ Union realizes that these op-
portunities to learn happen inside the 
classroom as well as outside of the class-
room. The Student Travel and Conference 
Fund is service provided by the Brandon 
University Students’ Union (BUSU) in part-
nership with Brandon University Student 
Services.

The purpose of the Student Travel 
and Conference Fund is to assist students 

with the costs of travel and fees associ-
ated with attending and participating in 
these off-campus opportunities to learn 
and experience different learning environ-
ments. Workshops, conferences, clinics 
and competitions that carry no credit and 
cannot be used to fulfill a course, program 
or degree requirement are all activities 
that could qualify for funding. Applications 
from undergrad and full-time students are 
given preference, but any Brandon Univer-
sity student can apply.

To apply for the Student Travel and 
Conference Fund, students are encour-
aged to apply well in advance before their 
off-campus learning experience occurs. 
Interested students are encouraged to go 
to the BUSU office or call BUSU at (204) 
727-9660 for more information. §
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BUSU: Travel & Conference Fund

Jill vAnderheiden, interim vPi

BU’s LGBTTQ* Collective has 

been absent from campus this year due 
to lack of student interest in leading the 
group, and BUSU’s doors are open to indi-
viduals wanting to get involved.

Previously, the LGBTTQ* Collective 
has provided lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gender, twospirit, queer individuals and 
allies on campus with social opportuni-
ties, resources, and a safe space to cel-
ebrate diversity, and to advocate for BU’s 
LGBTTQ* community. Since the group has 
been inactive this academic year, there is 
a void at the university.

“I think that whenever we have a col-

lective down it affects campus life,” said 
Interim Vice-President Internal Jill Vander-
heiden. “We may have students out there 
who feel like they don’t have a place to go 
to get the help and the resources that they 
need.”

Gender and Women’s Studies Profes-
sor Dr. Corinne Mason said the club’s ab-
sence on campus affects new and return-
ing students alike, leaving those seeking 
belonging in a LGBTTQ* community with-
out the support of the group. The Collec-
tive misses recruitment opportunities. 

While commending the work done by 
previous LGBTTQ* leaders and members, 
Mason encourages brave, new faces to 
seize the valuable opportunity of lead-
ing the Collective and begin providing the 

sense of diverse community that BU has 
been lacking. 

Vanderheiden echoed Mason’s state-
ment, saying that “we have a lot of stu-
dents saying that they want to be involved 
with the collective, but we don’t have a 
lot of students saying that they want to 
run, or run with others” because leading 
a collective is an enormous undertaking, 
especially with academic and work duties. 
However, “if we had two or three [students] 
come in, we [BUSU] would help with print-
ing, we’d help with poster design, we’d 
help in any way we can.”

Vanderheiden invites all students in-
terested in becoming involved in or learn-
ing more about the LGBTTQ* Collective to 
contact BUSU either in person, via email, 

or through Facebook. “We want students 
to know that no matter what—no matter 
if a collective is operational or not, or 
whether they feel like a collective should 
be in place and it isn’t—they can always 
come to BUSU,” Vanderheiden said.

Students seeking resources or in-
formation can also contact Mason to 
learn more about BU’s Positive Space 
Program or contact the Gender and 
Women’s Studies Alliance, a new schol-
arly group on campus aimed at, but not 
limited to, helping students in this area 
of studies. Other community resources 
are available at the Sexuality Education 
Resources Centre (SERC) or the Trans-
gender Health Clinic in Brandon. §

LGBTTQ*: Where Are You?
BU looking for students to create the Collective again

holly kAlyniuk, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

It has been a busy week, with more 

coming! Last week was Mental Health 
Week, with most events well attended by 
students. As always, the free food went 
over well and it was great to see students 
come out to the workshops and discus-
sions about self-care and mental health. 
My favourite was seeing all the sticky 
notes that students wrote with what made 
them happy on display on the pillars in the 
Mingling Area. So many things made us 
happy, and sometimes it’s important for 
us to reflect and remember.

The month of February is Black His-
tory Month. Your BUSU International Di-
rector, Mairo Ahmadu, has been working 
hard on events for students with a movie 
to end the month on February 26th.

We are also gearing up for helping 
the Yes Means Yes! Committee with the 
Consent #Ask4Iit – Sexual and Reproduc-
tive Health Awareness Week from Feb. 8th 

to 12th. The Committee has a lot of great 
events in the works. The week will end 
with a BANG with a social in SUDS on Fri-
day the 12th with only a $5 entrance fee, 
DJ’d by VPE Rhoni Mohanraj.

Another huge and new event com-
ing for students is the Family Fun Friday 
on Friday February 26th. We are inviting 
students who have children to bring their 
school aged children to campus that day, 
as the Brandon School Division K-12 
classes are cancelled this day. We are es-
pecially excited about the huge cardboard 
fort that will be built in the Mingling Area. 

We encourage students to watch for 
social media posts, posters around the 
school, and their BU email accounts for 
details about all events planned. 

As always, we want to know what 
events you’d like to see held on campus, 
so if you have any ideas please email us 
at busu@busu.ca or come by our office in 
the KDC Building just up the half flight of 
stairs by the elevator. §

Greetings from BUSU

Jill vAnderheiden, interim vPi

Education opportunities away from BU

Incoming!

Summon Pawns, hunt Dragons, and 
die spectacularly! Another great console 
game has recently seen a PC release! Drag-
on’s Dogma released 2012, with rerelease 
plus expansion Dark Arisen released the 
following year. After a dragon destroys your 
village and steals your heart, you become 
the Dovahkiin-- I mean, Arisen -- and must 
hunt down and defeat the dragon with the 
aid of your Pawns.

Dragon’s Dogma features stylized 
combat, an innovative party and AI system, 
a diverse class system, and an open-world 
to explore. Each class, or Vocation, uses dif-
ferent weapons, learns different abilities, 
and affects your character’s permanent 
stat growth when levelling up. The player 
is free to explore just about anywhere from 
the onset -- of course, the monsters and 
other enemies encountered are different 
and more dangerous from region to region. 
Additionally, exploration becomes more 
dangerous after dark, so make sure you 
take a lantern. The more dangerous boss-
type enemies are massive in size, and re-
quire you to grab onto and scale them to 
reach their weak points to defeat them 
with your sword -- some will even take off 
into the sky with you still attached! The 
game’s relationship system allows you to 
romance most NPCs by completing quests 
in their favour, or giving them gifts. If Dark 
Souls, Devil May Cry, Shadow of the Collos-
sus, Monster Hunter, and 
Skyrim had a massive 
orgy, Dragon’s Dogma 
would be the resulting 
lovechild.

By far the most 
unique quality that 
Dragon’s Dogma holds 
above other members of 
the genre is its party sys-
tem. As the Arisen, you 
have the power to sum-

mon a Pawn from another world. Your 
pawn acts as your sidekick throughout 
the game, and you get to create it just 
like your own player character. You may 
also recruit two other Pawns, created 
by other players through the game’s on-
line connectivity. Once released, your 
recruited Pawns return to their own 
Arisen with the rewards of their journey, 
including gifts you’ve given them and 
any knowledge they’ve acquired. Pawn 
AI is another amazing feature -- as you 
explore the world and combat other en-
emies, they learn secrets and enemy 
weaknesses, which they will use to be 
more effective in the future by aiding 
Arisen in quests and using more effec-
tive combat strategies.

Dark Arisen improves upon the 
original by adding new items, quests, 
improved fast travel, tweaks and bug 
fixes, and a whole new area to explore 
with a much higher difficulty than the 
rest of the game. The remastered PC re-
lease features improved graphics, and 
new game options, in addition to mak-
ing mods an option. Unfortunately, the 
PC release lacks the hidden items from 
the manga Berserk, as well as the origi-
nal title theme Into Free, due to licens-
ing restrictions. Still, it’s a great RPG, 
and the sequel titled Dragon’s Dogma 
Online released in Japan in 2015. Best 
keep an ear out for that North American 
release! §

Game Review: Dragon’s Dogma
Genre: Action Role-Playing Game        Rating: 4.0 /5.0

trevor “t-dAwg” venn, BugA
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Brandon University pioneered 
and will be managing a housing project 
that includes a 24-unit apartment building 
and 18 duplex units located on 24th street 
and Louise Avenue. It is geared towards 
families who need affordable housing. It 
is expected to accept a few families by fall 
2017, but is expected to be fully moved in 
to by early winter 2018. 

BU student Dawn Blampied, age 35 
and living with 1 child, knows about the 
housing shortage first hand; “It took me 
over a year to get into Manitoba housing. 
I was lucky my parents let me stay with 
them. My other option was to live in a 
shelter with my child or … couch surfing,” 
which students would agree is not suitable 
for studying. “There is definitely a need in 
Brandon,” Dawn says, “Houses are either 
unavailable or too expensive. If you are a 
mom and you go to school full-time, there 
is not much time for a job… and there is 
not much time to chase houses, either.” 

Dawn’s story is not uncommon. Scott 
Lamont, Brandon University’s VP Finan-
cial, told the story of how BU got inspired; 
“It started, really, with Dr. [Deborah] Poff, 
who was [BU’s] previous president. Short-
ly after she arrived at the university, she 
had run into a student who […] had come 
from a community in the North [with her 
children]”. Scott said “What the student 
wanted to talk about mostly was that she 
was not able to find adequate housing for 
her family.” Parents from smaller commu-
nities surrounding the Brandon area will 
come here if they are looking to better 
their career. After doing some research, 
they found that “the vacancy rate in the 
city of Brandon has been in the range of 
about 1% for the last number of years.” 

This vacancy rate of 1% includes all 
types of dwellings, including those which 

this student did not feel comfortable bring-
ing her family into. Scott’s face changed 
when he quoted this student: “because 
of this situation I have to leave Brandon 
University I cannot continue with my edu-
cation” he continues “She obviously was 
concerned about the health and safety of 
her children”. She did go home, but it was 
enough to get Dr. Poff in discussions with 
the government. 

These plans have been 6 years in 
the making. BU pioneered discussions 
for several factors including the funding 
of this project, the acquisition of the land 
(which involved a school, a commercial 
owner and the city), planning with Mani-
toba Housing to make the project reason-
ably sized and lastly, an architect to devel-
op an affordable way that 42 families can 
live comfortably and to make the houses 
visually similar to their future neighbors. 
Susan Smale, BU’s director of business 
operations commented “To say that we 
are very excited about this project would 
be an understatement!”

Brandon University had about 2 
acres to work with. There will be a 3 story 
24-suite apartment building surrounded 
by 18 duplex units. The duplexes will be 
3-bedroom, and 16 of the 24 apartment 
units will also be 3-bedroom, while the re-
maining 8 will be 2-bedroom. The HLC is 
4 blocks down Louise Avenue with a park 
and baseball diamond nearby. The West 
End community centre is a block away. 
Carissa Cole, a student who lives on the 
same block as the West End community 
centre comments that “It takes 5 minutes 
to walk to school at the most (…) We will 
be happy to have them in the neighbor-
hood.” §

Affordable Housing: Coming 2017
“Rebalance the housing shortage for families.”

monicA ludwick, rePorter

What’s going on in Brandon? 
February 3rd: The BU Pro Series will be 

in the Lorne Watson Recital Hall (Music 
Building). John Wiens will be conducting 
the concert, starting at 8:00 PM. Admis-
sion is $12 (student price). For more info 
see brandonu.ca/music. 

February 5th: The Bobcats volleyball 
teams are playing the Mount Royal Univer-
sity Cougars in the HLC. The women play 
at 6:00 PM and the men at 7:45 PM.

February 5th - 6th: Thousand Dollar 
Truck is playing at The 40 (210 18th St N). 
For more info see the40.ca or call  204-
727-3800.

February 5th - 7th: Carol is playing at 
The Evans Theatre at 7:30 PM. The film is 

about a department store clerk falling in 
love with an older woman. For more info 
see evanstheatre.ca.

February 6th: The Bobcats volleyball 
teams are playing the Mount Royal Univer-
sity Cougars in the HLC. The women play 
at 5:00 PM and the men at 6:45 PM.

February 6th: The Big Band Dance is 
taking place in SUDS from 10:00 PM until 
2:00 AM. Tickets bought at the door are 
$10 for BUMS members, and $12 for non-
members. 

February 7th: The WSO is playing in 
the WMCA (Northwest corner of campus), 
featuring Mei-Ann Chen as conductor and 
Gwen Hoebig on violin. Tickets are $12.50 
(student price). For more info see wmca.
ca or call 204-728-9510. §

Upcoming Events
Get out there and do stuff

Ashlyn PeArce, coPy editoror through Facebook. “We want students 
to know that no matter what—no matter 
if a collective is operational or not, or 
whether they feel like a collective should 
be in place and it isn’t—they can always 
come to BUSU,” Vanderheiden said.

Students seeking resources or in-
formation can also contact Mason to 
learn more about BU’s Positive Space 
Program or contact the Gender and 
Women’s Studies Alliance, a new schol-
arly group on campus aimed at, but not 
limited to, helping students in this area 
of studies. Other community resources 
are available at the Sexuality Education 
Resources Centre (SERC) or the Trans-
gender Health Clinic in Brandon. §

mon a Pawn from another world. Your 
pawn acts as your sidekick throughout 
the game, and you get to create it just 
like your own player character. You may 
also recruit two other Pawns, created 
by other players through the game’s on-
line connectivity. Once released, your 
recruited Pawns return to their own 
Arisen with the rewards of their journey, 
including gifts you’ve given them and 
any knowledge they’ve acquired. Pawn 
AI is another amazing feature -- as you 
explore the world and combat other en-
emies, they learn secrets and enemy 
weaknesses, which they will use to be 
more effective in the future by aiding 
Arisen in quests and using more effec-
tive combat strategies.

Dark Arisen improves upon the 
original by adding new items, quests, 
improved fast travel, tweaks and bug 
fixes, and a whole new area to explore 
with a much higher difficulty than the 
rest of the game. The remastered PC re-
lease features improved graphics, and 
new game options, in addition to mak-
ing mods an option. Unfortunately, the 
PC release lacks the hidden items from 
the manga Berserk, as well as the origi-
nal title theme Into Free, due to licens-
ing restrictions. Still, it’s a great RPG, 
and the sequel titled Dragon’s Dogma 
Online released in Japan in 2015. Best 
keep an ear out for that North American 
release! §

Game Review: Dragon’s Dogma
Genre: Action Role-Playing Game        Rating: 4.0 /5.0
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We want you!
If you like to write, take pic-
tures, or draw things, 
you should work for The 
Quill!
We can offer a cool office to 
nap in and tuition rebates.
 Email us at eic@thequill.ca!

February is another busy month 
at the Brandon University School of Music, 
beginning with the Pro Series on Wednes-
day, February 3rd. Polycoro is a Manitoban 
choral ensemble with John Wiens as Ar-
tistic Director and Conductor. This group 
of vocalists perform the works of Rhein-
erger, Victoria, Willan and Whitacre. There 
will be an admission charge for this event 
of $15 for Adults, $12 for Students, Se-
niors and Alumni, and $10 for Conserva-
tory Students. 

Two events will take place on Saturday, 
February 6th, the first at 3:30 PM will fea-
ture the Eckhardt-Gramatté Conservatory 
of Music Recital directed by Mary Jo Car-
rabré, there will be no admission charge 
for this event. At 8:00 PM Alexander Tse-
lyakov and his student Tigran Saakyan, 
on piano will be performing work by Ra-
chmanioff – Piano Concerto No. 3 in D 
minor, Op. 30. Admission for this event is 
$30 for Adults, $25 for Seniors, and $10 
for students. The proceeds of this event 
will go towards supporting the 11th Clear 
Lake Chamber Music Festival 2016. 

On Sunday, February 7th the Winni-
peg Symphony Orchestra will be at the 
Westman Centennial Auditorium at 3:00 
PM. Admission for this event is $52 for 
Adults, $48 for Seniors and $12.50 for 
Students. 

The Pro Series resumes on February 
10th at 8:00 PM and features The Luis 
Mario Ochoa Cuban Quartet. They will be 

performing traditional Cuban works such 
as Canto Siboney and La flor de la canela. 
Admission for this event is $15 for Adults, 
$12 for Students, Seniors and Alumni and 
$10 for Conservatory Students. 

On Saturday, February 20th at 1:00 
PM the Echhardt-Gramatté Conservatory 
of Music Suzuki Program STEP Solo Re-
cital will be held with Michelle Bouchard 
as director. There is no admission fees for 
this recital. 

Sunday, February 21st will feature 

the Eckhardt-Grammatté Conservatory 
of Music Recital at 3:30 PM with Mary Jo 
Carrabré as director. No admission will be 
charged for this event. 

Professor of Piano, Kathleen Solose, 
from the University of Saskatchewan will 
be performing on Monday, February 22nd 
at 8:00 PM. This event is free for all. 

Finally to round out February there 
will be two student recital on Saturday, 
February 27th. The first will be at 3:00 PM 
and features Allie Harrington on Clarinet, 

Mathew Peavoy on Piano and Luis Ramir-
ez on Piano. The second student recital 
takes place at 7:30 PM and features Ja-
cinta Van Den Bussche, Soprano and Mat-
thew Peavoy, Piano. There is no admis-
sion charge to either of these events, it 
is a great opportunity to support the hard 
working students at the School of Music. 

All events take place at the Lorne 
Watson Recital Hall in the School of Mu-
sic unless indicated otherwise. Events are 
also subject to change on short notice. §

School of Music Events - February
Something something music

kristA mills, weB content coordinAtor


