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Cuteness Fucks Con-
formity — page 2

Old People Sex — 
page 3

A Study in 
Electronic 
Romance

With Valentine’s Day looming, we 

at The Quill were pondering: what does a 
modern single need to do around here to 
get a date?! Obviously, the days of court-
ship and trading oxen for a spouse are 
largely of the past, and come on – we 
all have smart phones, so why on Earth 
would we speak to a real-live human be-
ing? Thankfully, there are a multitude of 
dating websites at our disposal, including 
some infamous dating apps Tinder and 
Grindr.

We are racked with guilt about the 
morally dubious events that occurred next: 
armed with three very basic questions, we 
created fake profiles for the above apps in 
order to gauge how they were perceived 
by their users. In our experiment, we de-
cided to be inclusive with our profile pa-
rameters. We created two separate Tinder 
accounts, one male and one female, and 
set each to be interested in males and fe-
males. We used our male account to cre-
ate a second profile on Grindr. We would 
have used the female account to create 

a profile on a primar-
ily lesbian/interested 
in women only app or 
site, but we could not 
find any of a compa-
rable nature to either 
of the apps we chose! 
The inequality in this 
is frightening. We im-
plore web developers to get on this issue 
right now, immediately. To our knowledge, 
the largest lesbian/women interested in 
women app available had only a fraction 
of the downloads of Grindr (100,000 com-
pared to 5,000,000), and reportedly was 
only well used in the UK and some parts 
of the USA. 

Interestingly, we found that while 
both our male and female accounts on 
Tinder got matches and even a few “super 
likes”, very few people chose to start con-
versations with us. Our female account 
had eighteen messages, all from males, 
and of those eighteen, thirteen stopped 
talking to us, two called us horrendous 
names before stopping the conversation 
(your mothers would be appalled by that 

language), and three answered our ques-
tions. Our male account got more suc-
cess, with five willing participants, but 
was also eventually banned from Tinder, 
having been reported too many times by 
other users (we speculate the reports 
stated that we felt like spam). 

We found that Grindr was a much 
more friendly environment. Even after our 
male account was exposed as a female 
Catfish (evidently grammar and punctua-
tion are distinctly female), the users we 
found there were eager to help us rate 
the app. One user said “I wouldn’t call 
it a dating app, just a hook-up app.” De-
spite this assessment, our average rating 
on satisfaction with the app was roughly 
5/10, while effectiveness sat at around 
7/10. Most users, when asked if they 

would recommend Grindr to a friend, gave 
us a vague ‘maybe.’ For some, anonymity 
was a factor in their willingness to recom-
mend.

This comes in comparison to the sur-
veys completed by Tinder users. While 
we had a very small number of survey 
responses in comparison to Grindr, the 
results were still very similar, even a bit 
more negative. Most users on Tinder 
would not recommend the app, and both 
satisfaction and effectiveness of the app 
averaged in at around 5/10. 

We leave our findings in your capable 
hands, dear readers – you have five days 
until the Hallmark holiday of the year. If 
you wish to find a date, whether it be for 
the night or more long term, test your luck 
yourself. §

Ariele Kehler And Ashlyn PeArce, mAdAmes

Some sexy phones ;) Photo Credit: Ashlyn Pearce

Fascinating results



Ah, love: “this is a word we use to plug 
holes with. It’s the right size for those red 
heart-shaped vacancies on the page that 
look nothing like real hearts,” writes Cana-
dian poet and author Margaret Atwood in 
her poem “Variations on the Word Love”. 
Human society has been seeking out ways 
to fill in the gaps that words simply cannot 
for millennia. One of the most common ways 
in the romantic realm is floriography, which 
is a means of cryptological communication 
using flowers as the message bearers. Flo-
riography is and has been practiced in Asia, 
the Middle East, and Europe for aeons. 

Interest in floriography comes and goes 
like the tide. The Victorian era resurgence 
of floral linguistics was brought about by 
European exposure to the Turkish tulip ob-
session of the first half of the 18th century. 
Victorian ladies used flower dictionaries to 
decrypt the code of nosegays they would be 

sent by the men courting them. 
In the past flower dictionaries were 

marketed to you women, but I am of the 
opinion that an appreciation of flowers is 
not beholden to the constraints of gender. 
Without further adieu, here is a very minute 
sample of flowers with love-specific conno-
tations in Western civilization:

1. Acacia- secret love 2. Baby’s Breath- 
everlasting love 3. Bluebell- constancy 4. 
Bougainvillea- passion 5. Cactus- ardent 
love 6. Camellia- my destiny is in your 
hands 7. Pink Carnation- I will never forget 
you 8. Red Carnation- my heart breaks 9. 
Striped Carnation- I cannot be with you 10. 
White Carnation- sweet and lovely 11. Yel-
low Carnation- disdain 12. Chervil- sincerity 
13. White Clover- think of me 14. Gerani-
um- true friendship. 15. Hibiscus- delicate 
beauty 16. Purple Hyacinth- please forgive 
me 17. White Hyacinth- beauty 18. Jonquil- 
desire 19. Lilac- first emotions of love 20. 
Lungwort- you are my life 21. Orange Blos-
som- your purity equals your loveliness 22. 

Peach Blossom- I am your captive 23. Pine-
apple- you are perfect 24. Rose- burgundy-
unconscious beauty, orange- fascination, 
pale peach- modesty, purple-enchantment, 
red- love, white- heart unacquainted with 
love, yellow- infidelity

For more information on the language 
of flowers, check out Vanessa Diffen-
baugh’s New York Times Best-Seller book 
“the Language of Flowers”, or “A Victorian 
Flower Dictionary: the Language of Flowers 
Companion” by Mandy Kirby. §
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Love Through The Lens of Flowers
Never send the Dandelion

nAthAn mAcKrith, BeAr hug

Cuteness Says ‘Fuck You’ To Conformity
Why We Need More Kawaii In All Of Us

With Prime Minister, Justin 

Trudeau seeking to shake things up on 
Parliament Hill, I have a suggestion for a 
new cabinet minister position: Minister of 
Cute/Hair Care and Accessories. Oh, wait, 
Japan has beaten us there by seven years. 
Sorry to pop your eclectically optimistic bal-
loon, Justin. In 2009 the Japanese Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs appointed its first-ever 
kawaii ambassadors: Aoki Misako, Kimura 
Yu, and Fujioka Shizuko. Kawaii, according 
to the ever trustworthy Wikipedia is defined 
as “the quality of cuteness in the context of 
Japanese culture.” The transcript of a March 
12, 2009 press release from the Japanese 
Ministry of Foreign affairs says that “the 
main mission of the three ambassadors is 
to transmit the new trends of Japanese pop 
culture in the field of fashion to the rest of 

the world and to promote understanding of 
Japan by their attending cultural projects 
carried out by Japanese Embassies and the 
Japan Foundation.” The kawaii ambassa-
dor position is honorary and unfortunately 
has no true political say.

The original definition of the term 
kawaii comes from “the Tale of Genji” by 
lady Murasaki, an 11th century poet and 
lady-in-waitng of the Imperial court. She 
used the term to define weak and undesir-
able feminine qualities. 

Modern day kawaii began as a rebel 
movement in the 1970’s pushing back 
against the influence of traditional Japa-
nese culture. Writing was the instigating 
method of cultural subversion. Japanese 
schoolgirls began to write in styles defy-
ing the traditional Japanese writing form, 
using big rounded letters, and by adding 
hearts, stars, smiley faces, and even let-

ters of the Latin alphabet to their writing. 
In the 1980’s the kawaii writing style was 
adopted by Japan marketers to sell prod-
ucts to young people. Kawaii has gradually 
become a part of Japan’s visual and per-
formance arts, music, fashion, and even 
culture.

From dipping my feet into kawaii cul-
ture, I have ascertained that the practice 
is all about cuteness for the sake of being 
cute — which just happens to have the awe-
some side effect of sticking it to Old Man 
Conformity at the same time. Quill readers, 
you may be wondering “Why does any of 
this matter to the non-Otaku members of 
the Brandon University community?” The 
answer: you don’t have to be Otaku to be 
cute. §

nAthAn mAcKrith, reverse BeAr hug

The Brandon University Student 

Union, together with the Department of 
Gender and Women’s Studies and several 
community groups, are hosting a plethora 
of activities related to sexual health and 
consent from February 8th to 12th as part 
of Sexual and Reproductive Health Aware-
ness Week. The week-long series of events 
centres around what many have termed 
“consent culture”, covering issues such as 
consent in sex, sexual assault and sexual 
health. To coincide with the week’s events, 
BUSU is actively promoting the #ask4it 

Twitter hashtag.
Though Monday’s events will have al-

ready passed by publication time, the rest 
of the week still has much to offer to stu-
dents. Tuesday will bring a workshop hosted 
by the Sexual Education Resource Centre ti-
tled “Consent!” in the Louis Riel Room from 
2:30 PM to 3:30 PM, and a forum hosted 
by BUSU with the Canadian Federation of 
Students on consent culture and sexual 
assault on campus in the Health Studies 
building’s Ceremony Room from 6:00 PM to 
8:00 PM. Free pizza and counselling sup-
port will be provided at the event.

On Wednesday, The Gender and Wom-
en’s Studies Alliance will team up with 

SERC to present a scavenger hunt around 
the city of Brandon for sexual and reproduc-
tive health resources. The winning team will 
be awarded a prize. Those interested can 
register in teams of 4 at ask4it.scavenger-
hunt@gmail.com.

Thursday’s events will include a work-
shop on sexual health for LGBTTQ* indi-
viduals hosted by SERC, from 11:30 AM 
to 12:30 PM in the Louis Riel Room, as 
well as “Pleasure”, a sex toy extravaganza 
hosted by Smitten at SUDS from 7:00 PM to 
9:00 PM. To end the week, Friday will bring 
a social at SUDS hosted by the Women’s 
Collective, and with music provided by DJ 
Rhoni Mohanraj. §

Sexual Health Awareness Week
BUSU hosts events for sexual education

logAn PrAzniK, mAgic Bullet

Love smells sweet. Photo Credit: ankakay/Flickr



If you enjoy inappropriately long 

cuddle sessions, eating fattening food 
like ham and cheese (but not necessar-
ily together), and/or sharing your deepest 
loves and hates with your best friend for-
ever. 

Oh, c’est le saison d’amore! And the 
greater goal of Valentine’s Day would be 
acquiring a special someone through 
suave and sometimes embarrassingly 
grand gestures of love (or at least deep 
infatuation). But once you’ve celebrated 
a few Valentine’s Days together, lost the 
childish joy of receiving stuffed plushies, 
and are no longer moved by sharing an 
overpriced dinner at an overcrowded res-
taurant, what can you do on Valentine’s 
Day?

Unfortunately for you, I am not 
equipped with a sure-fire way to celebrate 
this highly commercialized day full of 
forced over-romanticization with your spe-
cial someone. I do have a few tried and 
proven suggestions though….

Rather than making the day about 
you two, use the time to celebrate all sig-
nificant bonds in your life. Try sharing a 
meal or treats with your family or friends, 
or even choose to ignore the date entirely 
and instead spend the time and finances 
on one another during another time—
perhaps on a larger vacation or weekend 

outing.
Another way to reinvigorate this de-

flated “holiday” is to step outside your 
cultural familiarities and try celebrating it 
in the same way that other cultures do. 
In Central American countries, people use 
this “Día del Amor y la Amistad” (Day of 
Love and Friendship) to perform acts of 
appreciation for their friends. In Japan, 
women give chocolates to their male co-
workers, awarding more expensive or 
cheaper chocolate depending on their 
fondness of each. 

Adding a new twist to old traditions 
and extending your love beyond you and 
your partner can be a great way of express-
ing and cherishing your bond. Making a 
donation of funds otherwise used to pur-
chase a gift for one another to those who 
need it for daily survival, or even donating 
your time on that day to help a neighbour 
or family member are viable alternatives 
to loading up on chocolate.

Lastly, allow the special aspects of 
your relationship to shape the way you two 
choose to celebrate (or not celebrate) this 
day. If you both enjoy cheese and wine, 
skip the fancy meal for a wheel of cheese 
and a cheap bottle of white at home. If 
pizza is more your style, spend the after-
noon making a specialized homemade 
pizza together. Consider going to your fa-
vourite hiking or walking location, playing 
your favourite sport, enjoying your favou-
rite film or music, or simply read together. 

The opportunities are limitless!
While Valentine’s Day is a perfectly 

sufficient reason for couples in long-term 
relationships to splurge a little on one an-
other and “rekindle” the bright flame that 
once was, limiting your affection for your 
partner to just one day a year (or about a 
week, if you include birthdays, Christmas, 
Thanksgiving, and weekend trips) is not 
only unhealthy but also just 
plain mean. 

Frequently, but irregular-
ly surprising your significant 
other with some unexpected 
gesture of much appreciated 
kindness—be it a bottle of 
wine and chocolates after a 

hard day/week/month at work, a back/
foot massage, or a tasty dinner of his/her 
favourite food—is important for the longev-
ity and enjoyment of a relationship. These 
seemingly small gestures remind him/
her the reason(s) why you initially found 
their company worthy of a long-term com-
mitment and to remind yourself that the 
easiest way to get love is to give it. §

Peach Blossom- I am your captive 23. Pine-
apple- you are perfect 24. Rose- burgundy-
unconscious beauty, orange- fascination, 
pale peach- modesty, purple-enchantment, 
red- love, white- heart unacquainted with 
love, yellow- infidelity

For more information on the language 
of flowers, check out Vanessa Diffen-
baugh’s New York Times Best-Seller book 
“the Language of Flowers”, or “A Victorian 
Flower Dictionary: the Language of Flowers 
Companion” by Mandy Kirby. §
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How The “Old” and “Married” Get Lucky
*Spoilers: It’s kinky*

holly KAlyniuK, sexy sPoons

A sabre is a type of sword, what does 

this have to do with Champagne? It is quite 
possibly the coolest way to open any bottle 
ever. 

First, we need the champagne. Real 
champagne comes from grapes grown in 
the Champagne region of France, otherwise 
it is known as sparkling wine. Champagne 
undergoes a secondary fermentation to pro-
duce carbonation, which is exactly what we 
need.

Once you have your bottle (which should be chilled) you will need a chef’s knife and 

an open space. I recommend going outside; 
if you make a mess, no problem. Oh, and 
shoes — wear them. It is winter after all. 

Remove the foil and the birdcage from 
the bottle (if you are very creative use the 
birdcage to make something for your date — 
a chair, ring, or what have you). Next, point 
the bottle away from anything that could 
potentially be damaged by a flying cork (in-
surance does not cover sabrage related ac-
cidents, I checked). Simply hold the bottle in 
one hand, the knife in the other and place 
the flat part of the knife’s blade at the bot-
tom of the bottle, making sure the top edge 
(the non-cutting edge) is facing the lip of 

the bottle. This is what will hit the lip of the 
bottle, breaking it and opening your bottle of 
champagne. Simply run the blade smoothly 
along the bottle, when you hit the lip it should 
break. It may take a couple of tries. 

Finally you have your champagne. Do 
not drink from the bottle, the edge is quite 
sharp and you may need a first aid kit. Make 
sure you have champagne flutes, the glass-
es are designed to reduce carbonation loss. 
Now you and your date may drink to your 
heart’s content, the rest of the night is up 
to you. §

The Noble Art of Sabrage
First Aid Kit required

KristA mills, sultry sAddle

It’s that time of the year again — the 
air is filled with commercialized love, restau-
rants are all booked up for the special night, 
and somewhere out there a guy is ready with 
his guitar to clumsily serenade his beloved.
If you’re like me, however, the Big Day is go-
ing to look a little different than that. I’m not 
even sure if I’ll get out of my sweatpants. 
Single ladies and gents, enjoy Valentine’s 
Day by following (or ignoring) any of these 

suggestions.
Firstly, a dinner date for one. Dress up, 

go out, and eat whatever you want. No one’s 
watching you eat today so throw caution to 
the wind and stuff yourself!

My next suggestion is a bubble bath. 
Guys, you can do it too. Just pull your knees 
in tight and pretend you fit in a tub. Throw in 
a bath bomb if you’re feeling sensual.

One of my favourite Valentine’s Day 
moves is going to the movies. Pick that one 
movie, that one flick you’ve been dying to 

see and eat all the popcorn in 
sight! Similarly, Netflix for one. 
Watch the movie your last ex 
said looked ‘stupid’ or ‘child-
ish’ or whatever other excuse 
they gave you and enjoy the 
heck out of that one-star film!

The very last thing I do on 
Valentine’s Day is wait until the 
day after, and buy the discount 
chocolate. All of it. §

How to be Single on Valentine’s Day
Love yourself (however you want *wink*)

Ashley BlAcKshAw, windmill

Wine is good for the soul. Photo Credit: Krista Mills
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Valentine’s day is right around the 
corner! PCMR Fallout 4 players need not 
spend it alone! Check out these mods 
to ensure you have the most epic V-Day 
you’ll have all year! All mods can be found 
on the Nexus Mods website.
Creature Follower ESP version - by BOT-
LANNER, DamienTibbert and Dumdog-
sWorld - 4 / 5
We’ve all wanted to have a Deathclaw for 
a companion. Don’t deny it, you know it’s 
true! With this, you’ll be able to summon 
the creature companion of your choice! 
It’s a chore to get working, which can’t be 
fixed until the Creation Kit is released. It’s 
also a little buggy, but you can still trade 

with them, and since they don’t take up 
the regular follower slot you can still have 
one of the vanilla followers tagging along. 
Combine this with the Macho Claws from 
the previous mod review, and you’ll domi-
nate the Commonwealth Wasteland with 
the most Savage tag team in history!
Power Armor Autopilot - by Kentington - 
5/ 5
Time for an upgrade! Make your un-
manned power armor suits more than just 
trophies, and put them to work! With this 
mod, you’ll be able to craft an AI module 
which you can then add to any unmanned 
power armor with a frame and fusion 
core. That suit will then come to life! You 
can trade with it, and it can now be as-
signed to use weapons and ammo as 

well! The suits have very high health, but 
can be killed which will destroy the frame. 
If you don’t feel like having them follow 
you around, there’s also a signal grenade 
which will summon one of your suits to 
your location. Currently you can have up 
to three suits actively following you. Time 
to call in the house party!
Where Are You Now - Companion Track-
ing - by drdanzel - 4.5 / 5
Sometimes when we dismiss our compan-
ions, we lose track of where we sent them. 
With this, we can now track our compan-
ions! After activating the mod’s bat files 
using the console, trackable quests are 
added that lead to your companions. The 
bat files only need to be activated once per 
playthrough, and future releases won’t re-

quire this activation once the Creation Kit 
is available.
OLD WORLD RADIO - BOSTON - by Bran-
doman and neeher - 6 / 5
There seems to be a limited number of 
decent radio stations in the game, with 
not a lot for variety. It’s hard being alone 
on V-Day when you’re stuck listening to 
the same old music and news announce-
ments over and over... and switching to 
the Classical station is just a no. This mod 
adds 8 different, professionally voice act-
ed radio stations to the game, with more 
coming in the future! The stations are quite 
diverse, and most are lore friendly to the 
Fallout Wasteland. If there’s one mod so 
far that is a must-have for all players, this 
is it! §

Game Review: Fallout 4 Mods #6 - ForNever Alone Mods!
Tired of trying to find a mate? So are we, Nuka Cola is here for you.

trevor “sexuAltyrAnnodAwg” venn, BugA

It would not be Valentine’s Day with-

out strawberries and chocolate. You have 
a few options here, you could dip them in 
chocolate as a whole, use a fondue set or 
if you want to get really fancy, go for the 
mini chocolate fountain. When preparing 
the chocolate you can use a double boiler 
or the microwave, be sure not to overheat 
the chocolate or it will end up clumpy. 

When dipping strawberries make 
sure they are left whole with the stems 
on. To prepare the chocolate take one bag 
of semi-sweet chocolate chips and melt it 
with 2 TBSP of butter. Once your choco-
late is melted dip the strawberries while 
holding onto the stems, place them on 
wax paper and let the chocolate harden. 

Chocolate fondue is a personal favou-
rite and you are not limited to strawber-
ries for dipping, grapes and apples are 
also tasty, but not quite as romantic. This 
recipe will fit a 2-person chocolate fondue 

set. Melt 1 cup of chocolate chips with ¼ 
cup of whipping cream. Once everything 
is melted place it in your fondue pot and 
light the tea light to keep things warm.

For the chocolate fountain, mix choc-
olate and oil, the oil helps the chocolate 
move through the fountain. Melt one bag 
of chocolate chips with 1/3 cup of canola 
oil, once melted place in the base of the 
chocolate fountain, run for two minutes, 
turn it off for 30 seconds to eliminate air 
pockets, and you are good to go. §

When Chocolate Met Strawberry
Food just got sexy

KristA mills, switch

Whether you’re looking for 

some ambiance for your night in, or just  
something to listen to on the way to your 
night out, this advice will help ensure your 
choice of background music will enhance 
your Valentine’s Day festivities.

First and foremost, make sure you 
actually have a playlist, especially if you 
have a wide taste in music that may not 
all be suitable for a romantic situation. 
After all, woe to the one who is forced to 
scurry over and mute their phone, which 
played “Weird Al” Yankovic’s “Eat It” while 
dutifully combing through its “shuffle all” 
list, making both parties understandably 
embarrassed. Burning a CD is a foolproof 
measure, while a playlist on whichever 

digital audio-playing device you may be 
using will also work. On the other hand, if 
you’re a loose cannon, you’ve known your 
partner for long enough, and/or you can 
stand making a humorous, yet regretful 
memory, the “shuffle all” option will do 
just fine.

Next, choose your styles of music 
carefully. Lean towards the kinds of music 
that your lover prefers, but don’t be afraid 
to incorporate a bit of your own taste as 
well, with some influences from your fa-
vourite genre within songs from theirs. 
Explore the nooks and crannies of both 
your favourite artists and genres, and you 
may find something you didn’t even know 
existed. Generally, less abrasive music is 
more appropriate, but depending on both 
your tastes, your mileage may vary.

Pay attention to the lyrics 
of your songs, and make sure 
they’re about what you really 
want them to be about. For ex-
ample, take The Police’s “Every 
Breath You Take.” A nice, soft, 
80s rock song about someone 
in love with someone else, right? 
Yes, until you and your partner have a lov-
ing moment of silence, leaving both of you 
to listen to the lyrics, and you realize that 
“someone” is actually a controlling stalk-
er. Some other lyrics may require interpre-
tation, but if you don’t think your signifi-
cant other will fill in, for example, that The 
Weeknd’s “Can’t Feel My Face” is about 
a cocaine addiction, use music with such 
lyrics at your discretion.

Finally, if you’re alone this Valentine’s 

Day, find some songs that say to you, “It’s 
fine, I’ll have someone special soon,” or, 
“I need to step up my dating game,” or 
even, “Who needs somebody to love? I’ll 
stay happy and single for the rest of my 
life! HA!” Depending on your mood, you 
may want to hit the gym with utmost furor 
and crank some really angsty, hard mu-
sic. Perhaps some death or thrash metal, 
or more specifically, Bullet for My Valen-
tine, if you’re looking for something ironi-
cally fitting. §

Setting the Soundtrack to Your Valentine’s Day
Help, not harm, your special time together

logAn PrAzniK, tABletoP 

Sex on a platter. Photo credit: Emily Carlin / Flickr

Six months ago was when I met it. 

It was all silvery grey, with a handle that 
bulged alluringly from the front. All I want-
ed to do was open it up and see what it 
was. But I didn’t want to force it. It was 
one of those fancy ones with the pane of 
glass on this inside. Break that and the 
whole game is over. 

When you are seducing a safe (which 
is the safest form of sex) you have to 
make sure you bring the correct tools to 
get the job done. Starting with gloves. You 
don’t need anyone coming up to you af-
terwards and accusing you of seducing 
their safe. This used to happen to me, 
and then I bought gloves. I am a safe con-
noisseur and the safe I have at home will 
never be enough for me. I like the danger 
of getting into other safes. It makes me 
feel validated as a safe cracker. 

Tools: Stethoscope, Drill, Gloves, 
Magnets of varying strengths, Lock Picks, 

Lube, and Sandwich (you get hungry)
Now there are numerous tutorials on-

line for the finer details but I would sug-
gest just starting with the safe you have 
at home and taking your time. You will 
eventually get faster and smoother but 
you may break more than a few safes on 
our journey to get there. I believe in you.  
As a bonus you get whatever is in the safe 
too, which in my experience has included 
rare art, Nazi gold, incriminating pictures, 
conflict diamonds, secret family recipes, 
endangered meats, and a particularly ir-
ritable garden gnome.  All of which I gave 
to my home safe, so it doesn’t get suspi-
cious. 

I never did crack that silvery beauty 
safe. It refused my advances and I re-
spected its choice and left before the 
cops arrived. §

Safe Sex
Colder and harder than you can imagine

Alex murrAy, the mAnhAndle her

Get your sexy groove on. Photo Credit: Logan Prazik



Everyone knows that good rela-

tionships need a solid foundation. In the 
21st century, however, love experts admit 
that maintaining a healthy dating relation-
ship has a more direct correlation with a 
positive social media presence. Some 
sceptics do not understand how one can 
have both, but as for me and mine, we are 
believers. And what better way to accom-
plish both than by wasting his time?

The following #WasteHisTime2016 
tips are brought to you by some wander-
ers of the Twittersphere, tweeters skilled 
in the art of seduction and manipulation. 
Feel free to use their wisdom and expe-
rience to your benefi t to signifi cantly im-
prove your romantic relationship. Happy 
Wasting!

1: When he asks you to chill, tell him 
you’re busy & then tweet ‘who wants to 
hang?’

2: Tell him you can’t wait to share 
his last name, then marry his 
dad.

3: Finally allow him to 
take you on a date, then after-
wards have him drop you off 
at your other man’s house.

4: Be a faithful Padawan 
for 13 years then turn to the 
Dark Side.

5: Date him on and off for 
a couple years, then punch 
him in the eye to ruin it all.

6: Don’t open his snap for 
2 hours while constantly post-
ing on your story.

7: Wait till he falls in love 
with you, and then tell him 
you’re not ready to be hurt 
again.

8: Tell him “let’s go on a 
double date”, arrive with your 
boyfriend.

9: Sext him until he asks 
for nudes & then pretend you 
fell asleep.

10: Swipe right on Tinder 
and ask who his friend is.

11: Leave his messages 
unread for a week, then fi nal-

ly text him back and tell him you 
were  asleep… the whole time.

12: Tell him to come up to the 
room tonight & give him a different 
room number.

13: Make him fall in love with 
you, get pregnant and leave him 
for another guy.

14: Tell him you’re horny and 
then turn off your phone.

15: Text him ‘I miss you, baby’ 
and when he replies be like ‘lol 
sorry wrong person.’

16:  Make him come looking 
for you worried about whether you 
remember him or not, then tell him 
you remember his mom.

17: Wait until your wedding 
day & then send him a snap from 
the airport saying “I catch fl ights 
not feelings”.

18: Invite him over for Netfl ix and chill 
and then make him watch movies with 
your whole family.

19: Tell him you’re pregnant and 
don’t tell him it’s another man’s child un-
til after he’s told his entire family.

 20: When you get cute for Valentine’s 
Day but nobody takes you out because 
you #WastedHisTime2016. §
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Dear Quentin,
I have been at this University for sev-

eral years and can’t seem to fi nd the se-
cret brothel. Where art thou?

Sovoy Dukeson

Dear Sovoy,
There is no brothel, there never was a 

brothel, and of course we are at war with 
West Asia. 

…
Anyhow. 
How very bourgeois of you to think 

that just because you attend this institu-
tion you can be privy to the secrets of its 
various hierarchs and echelons of power. 
You cannot, and it is silly for you to ask. 
Also, what kind of son of nobility are you?

Also, a brothel does not exist. Believe 
me, I have looked for it. This is a univer-
sity not some cathouse in the fl eshpots 
of the Soviet Republic of Belgium. If you 
are looking for that kind of action, might 
I suggest that you actually go out and 
speak to people of the opposite sex, or to 
people of the same sex if that’s your par-
ticular brand of fun. As the son of a duke 
I doubt you would have many problems in 
the romance department. Your father has 
probably found you a stunning match long 
since. Sure she you will not meet her until 
your wedding night and she will resent you 
for forever and a day, but such are the do-
ings of matements. 

If physically being around people is 
abhorrent to you, I have heard good things 
about this making of online sex. Perhaps 
you can try your hand (heh) at that. 

I hope this doesn’t help at all,
Quentin ‘Wallbanger’ Quill

Quentin Quill is an 18th century time 
traveler trapped in BU. He has not yet 
declared a major or even attended class 
in the last several months. He has spent 
the last few months showering by way of 
meltwater. 

As� Quentin 

quire this activation once the Creation Kit 
is available.
OLD WORLD RADIO - BOSTON - by Bran-
doman and neeher - 6 / 5
There seems to be a limited number of 
decent radio stations in the game, with 
not a lot for variety. It’s hard being alone 
on V-Day when you’re stuck listening to 
the same old music and news announce-
ments over and over... and switching to 
the Classical station is just a no. This mod 
adds 8 different, professionally voice act-
ed radio stations to the game, with more 
coming in the future! The stations are quite 
diverse, and most are lore friendly to the 
Fallout Wasteland. If there’s one mod so 
far that is a must-have for all players, this 
is it! §

This Just In...

SUDS will be CLOSED 
from Monday Feb. 

15th - Friday Feb. 19th 
(Reading Week). 

Regular Hours resume 
on Monday Feb. 22nd.

Day, fi nd some songs that say to you, “It’s 
fi ne, I’ll have someone special soon,” or, 
“I need to step up my dating game,” or 
even, “Who needs somebody to love? I’ll 
stay happy and single for the rest of my 
life! HA!” Depending on your mood, you 
may want to hit the gym with utmost furor 
and crank some really angsty, hard mu-
sic. Perhaps some death or thrash metal, 
or more specifi cally, Bullet for My Valen-
tine, if you’re looking for something ironi-
cally fi tting. §

How to #WasteHisTime2016 This V-Day
20 inspiring ways to br ing out th e best in your relationship

holly KAlyniuK, the Kneeling fox

Lube, and Sandwich (you get hungry)
Now there are numerous tutorials on-

line for the fi ner details but I would sug-
gest just starting with the safe you have 
at home and taking your time. You will 
eventually get faster and smoother but 
you may break more than a few safes on 
our journey to get there. I believe in you.  
As a bonus you get whatever is in the safe 
too, which in my experience has included 
rare art, Nazi gold, incriminating pictures, 
confl ict diamonds, secret family recipes, 
endangered meats, and a particularly ir-
ritable garden gnome.  All of which I gave 
to my home safe, so it doesn’t get suspi-
cious. 

I never did crack that silvery beauty 
safe. It refused my advances and I re-
spected its choice and left before the 
cops arrived. §
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Although Valentine’s Day is 

judged for being a commercial day, all four 
of the interviewees agreed it is important 
to feel special. You can call us out for hav-
ing raised expectations, but feeling loved 
is good for the soul. 

Meet Your Judges: Jill Combs (JC), 
Female, long term relationship; Car-
issa Cole (CC), Female, New relation-
ship; Alain Corriveau (AC), Male, Single 
and ready to mingle; Kevin Pankiw 
(KP), Male, Single and Romantic. 
Women’s Gifts: women love the tradition-
al and romantic. 
Flowers
JC: any type of flower is a sweet gesture. 
[…] I am a sucker for roses. 
CC: I am old school. I love a dozen red 
roses.

AC: [these say] We are 
new, I like you. 
KP: Tons of rose ped-
als scattered about the 
house and a single rose 
in a vase on the dinner 
table.
Chocolate and Cham-
pagne
JC: you can’t go wrong
CC: Do not worry, I will 
share! 
AC: This says we are serious 
KP: Lindt chocolates for dessert and a 
2004 Dom Pérignon to start the night off.
Jewelry 
JC: This is thoughtful - The price tag does 
not matter.
CC: Jewelry says “This just enhances your 
beauty” and also “I want to be seen with 
you” 
AC: Just do not get a promise ring. Prom-
ise rings are for pansies. 
Men’s Gifts: think outside the box for your 
gentlemen callers.
Bacon Roses – Involves bacon, small 
muffin pan, a drill, and plastic rose stems 
CC: It is time consuming… time we could 
spend being intimate instead. 
JC: Jill’s boyfriend did not want her to go 
through the trouble… but if she did, he’d 
eat them all. “mind of a man, ladies and 

gentlemen” 
AC: This is going straight to my thighs.
KP: In my eyes, Valentine’s Day is about 
sincerity [… and] funny gifts are not 
heart felt or sexy. Keep it simple. 
Sexy Picture
JC: Go for it if you have the confidence.
CC: You have to have a lot of trust in the 
relationship. It is a good gift if it can be 
kept private between the two of you. 
AC: Ooh la la... wait, is this Chaste? Na-
kedness does not mean love.
KP: I prefer in person, dressing down to 
lingerie after dinner.
Cigars and Alcohol
CC: It is not a very personal gift. 
AC: Marry me
KP: Champagne is my libation of choice 
when it comes to a romantic night. […] 
Beware - a gentleman should strive to 
keep his wits while courting a young lady. 
Drunkenness on a date is unbecoming. 

The please-all: Spending time together:
JC: I prefer spending time together over 
gifts… but both is great. 
CC: If Money is an object, just be there. 
That is what this day is all about. 
AC: I am a man. I would be happy just 
spending time with the beloved.
KP: Cook dinner, dress up nicely, shirt and 
tie, and engulf the dining area in candle-
light and rose pedals. Have a night of 
laughter and honesty. §

Your Guide to V-Day Gifts
Two women and two men weigh in on traditional Valentine’s gifts

moniKA ludwicK, womAn on toP

*In a world where bits replace at-

oms, you hold the atom bomb! else Heart.
Break() follows Sebastian, a youth who 
journeys to the city of Dorisburg in pur-
suit of a job and a start to his life as an 
adult. Things are not all excitement, as 
Sebastian finds himself lost in an incred-
ibly large and complex world, which the 
player may come to empathize with. Over 
time, Sebastian makes some friends and 
begins to feel settled in... until he realizes 
the Matrix has him.

else Heart.Break() is styled as a third-
person point-and-click adventure game. 
You click on walkable surfaces to instruct 
the character to navigate the environ-

ment. Objects like doors, garbage cans 
and TVs can be interacted with, while 
smaller objects like beer cans and radios 
can be picked up and stored in your bag. 
Items in your hand can be used to interact 
with other environment elements, such as 
giving your credit card to the shop owner 
to pay for your coffee. Interacting with 
people engages them in dialogue, and 
the responses you give change depending 
upon the information your character has 
at the time.

The game doesn’t give you a lot of 
direction at first, and it doesn’t hold your 
hand between objectives. Many gamers 
today won’t like this aspect, while oth-
ers will enjoy it. You’re expected to keep 
your information stored on your own, so 

it’s to your advantage to take notes while 
playing so you can remember what you’re 
doing and what you’ve learned. The hotel 
ingame has a map, but you may just want 
to draw your own.

Once you progress far enough, you 
become enlisted by a group of hackers, 
who teach you how to use the game’s 
programming language to change the 
properties of objects and manipulate the 
environment. Modify bottled water to de-
crease your fatigue by 100%. Change a 
door so it leads you to the other end of the 
city. Solve puzzles in a near infinite num-
ber of ways. The coding done in the game 
is quite simple for anyone to learn, and a 
number of tutorials are present within the 
game to teach you how to use it. And once 

you know how, the real fun begins.
Unfortunately, the lack of handhold-

ing, maze-like world layout, frustrating 
camera angles and the game’s slow pac-
ing may turn several people off before 
getting to the real meat of the game. But 
in addition to being intelligent and witty 
at times, the game is visually appealing, 
and has a fantastic digital soundtrack. If 
you can deal with the hardships, the non-
linearity can have a lot of replay value.

What does any of this have to do with 
hearts, romance, and most importantly, 
Valentine’s Day? Unfortunately, telling 
you would spoil the game. Put your criti-
cal thinking hat on, and give this game a 
go to find out! In the end, you shouldn’t be 
disappointed. §

Game Review: else Heart.Break()
Genre: Adventure, Indie, RPG                    Developer: Erik Svedäng et al.                   Platforms: PC                                         Rating: 4 / 5

trevor “sexuAltyrAnnodAwg” venn, BugA

Your prof has put your lecture 
slides on Moodle and your printer failed 
at home… or maybe you don’t have a 
printer at home. You don’t have time to 
fiddle with the machines in the library to 
put money on your student card and then 
go print your slides before class. Do you 
go to class without the slides? No! You 

come to the Brandon University Students’ 
Union office and print your slides easily 
and quickly. 

BUSU has two computers that are 
free for student use. Students can print 
from these computers to the colour printer 
or choose to print in black and white. The 
costs for this service is nominal and must 
be paid for when printing occurs; in cash 
or debit. The cost to print a single sided 

black and white paper is $0.05 with BUSU 
while it is $0.10 with the library. You can 
also print on legal or ledger paper, and the 
prices adjust for the size and type of print-
ing you require. A full list of the fees can 
be found online at www.busu.ca/print-
copy-scans. 

Scanning is also a service available 
at the BUSU office for free. They can scan 
your documents and either put them onto 

your USB Flash Drive or send them to your 
email address. 

For more information, please visit the 
website or call the BUSU Office at (204) 
727-9660. You can also come by and 
speak to BUSU in person, they are located 
just up the half flight of stairs by the el-
evator in the KDC Building. BUSU is open 
Monday to Friday, 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM. §

BUSU Service Highlight: Copy, Print, Scanning & Fax
The library isn’t your only option

Jill vAnderheiden, interim vPi (of sex)

Chocolate. Photo Credit: Dick Charles Johnson N/Flickr

Cubans are a man’s best friend. Photo Credit: Alex Brown N/Flickr
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What’s going on in Brandon? 
February 9th: Eric Platz’s CD release 

for Life after Life is taking place at Lady 
of the Lake (135 17th St. N) at 8:00 PM. 
Platz will be accompanied by James Fal-
zone (clarinet), Leanne Zacharias (cello), 
and Don Benedicston (bass). Tickets are 
$10 (student price).

February 10th: The Luis Mario Ochoa 
Cuban Quartet will be playing in the Lorne 
Watson Recital Hall (Music Building) from 
8:00 PM until 10:00 PM. Admission is 
$12 (student price).

February 11th: The Te Deum Noon Re-
cital series is taking place at St. Matthew’s 
Cathedral (403 13th St.) from 12:15 PM 

until 12:45 PM featuring the BU Chorale. 
Admission is free, but you’re encouraged 
to bring a bagged lunch. 

February 12th: The Bobcats basket-
ball teams are playing the UBC Thunder-
birds in the HLC. The women play at 6:00 
PM and the men at 8:00 PM.

February 12th- 14th: The Lady in The 
Van is playing at The Evans Theatre at 
7:30 PM. The film is about a woman who 
parked a van at the end of a driveway and 
proceeded to live there for 15 years. For 
more info see evanstheatre.ca.

February 12th - 13th: The Service is 
playing at The 40 (210 18th St N). For more 
info see the40.ca or call 204-727-3800.

February 13th: The 2016 Westman 
Honour Bands are playing at the WMCA 
(North-West corner of campus) under the 

direction of Alexis Silver (Junior Band) and 
Wendy McCallum (Senior Band).  Admis-
sion is $10.

February 13th: The Bobcats basketball 
teams are playing the UBC Thunderbirds 
in the HLC. The women play at 5:00 PM 
and the men at 7:00 PM. This is your last 
chance to catch the Bobcats basketballs 
teams in action in the regular season.

February 13th: Rocky Horror Picture 
Show is playing at The Evans Theatre 
at 10:00 PM. The film is about a couple 
stranded in a storm at a stranger’s man-
sion. This showing is in conjunction with 
Brandon Pride. For more info see evan-
stheatre.ca.

February 14th: 7 Ages Productions is 
putting on The Hound of the Baskervilles 
at the WMCA (North East corner of cam-

pus). The show is described as “Sherlock 
Holmes meets Monty Python”. Show time 
starts at 8:00 PM, with tickets costing 
$25 (student price). For more info see 
wmca.ca or call 204-728-9510.

February 14th: Island Vibe and RasTa-
mils are playing at The 40 (210 18th St N). 
For more info see the40.ca or call 204-
727-3800.

February 16th: BU is holding an Open 
House to all prospective students. 

February 19th: The Bobcats volleyball 
teams are playing the MacEwan Univer-
sity Griffins in the HLC. The women play at 
6:00 PM and the men at 7:45 PM.

February 19th: Clubbing Fraggles is at 
The 40 (210 18th St N). For more info see 
the40.ca or call 204-727-3800. §

Upcoming Events
Get out there and do stuff

Ashlyn PeArce, stAnding uP

Your Guide to V-Day Gifts

Love is universal, yes – but ro-

mance takes an astonishing array of forms 
around the world. Soon, people of all ages 
and nationalities will be silently judging 
their significant others by the size of their 
bouquet, box of chocolates, and bling. Ah, 
modern love — it all seems so trite when 
compared to the traditions of yore. While 
Beyoncé was telling us to put a ring on it 
and greeting cards were expressing our 
feelings for us, young lovers were vying for 
each other’s attention with strange and 
fascinating courtship rituals. 

Within China’s Dai ethnic group, 

courting is done around the bonfire. The 
women are seated around the fire spin-
ning wool with their wheels until the men 
of the village began serenading them and 
are typically coupled with traditional dance 
forms. If a particular man sends a girl’s 
world spinning, she will pull out the stool 
from underneath her blanket of skirts and 
invite him to sit next to her. If one of the 
men is spun into a trance by a particularly 
beautiful woman, he will claim her as his 
own by taking the seat next to her and 
draping his blanket over her shoulders.

“Spooning” takes on a whole new 
meaning in this UK nation: whether you’re 
“the big or little one” matters not. In tradi-
tional Welsh culture, young lovebirds give 

and receive “lovespoons” as a symbol of 
their adoration. These wooden spoons are 
hand-carved and elaborate; young bach-
elors will spend hours intricately carving 
this most significant gift. 

Back in the days of yore in Austria, 
women used to rock up to the ballroom 
dance with slices of apple under their 
armpits. When all of the lively music had 
finished and the dancing complete, the 
women would remove the sweaty apple 
slices from their armpits and hand them 
to the men they fancied. If he fancied her 
back, the man would take a bite out of 
her sweat-stained apple and, presumably, 
pretend not to grimace.

Have you been on a hundred dates 

and never managed to win them over? 
Copy the Romani and take matters into 
your own hands: kidnap your crush*. For 
centuries, it was the tradition in Roma 
communities that if you manage to force-
fully kidnap a girl and detain her for three 
days, she automatically becomes your 
wife. This may be self-explanatory, but in 
most modern societies this isn’t really ac-
ceptable (at least butter ‘em up and take 
them on a few dates before you put a bag 
over their head). However, in traditional 
Roma culture, the guys quite literally bag 
the girl. 

*This method of dating is not recom-
mended by myself, The Quill, or any per-
son affiliated with it. §

Strange and Fascinating 
Dating Customs and Traditions Around the World

isrAt lisA mizAn , doggy style

your USB Flash Drive or send them to your 
email address. 

For more information, please visit the 
website or call the BUSU Office at (204) 
727-9660. You can also come by and 
speak to BUSU in person, they are located 
just up the half flight of stairs by the el-
evator in the KDC Building. BUSU is open 
Monday to Friday, 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM. §

For this issue of The Quill we asked: 

what’s the deal with “Dick pics?” Honestly, 
who wants to send their significant other a 
photo of some guy named Richard? So we 
sought out this strangely famous gentle-
man, Richard. 

Frankly we didn’t see the appeal. He’s 

pretty average, his face is all stretched tight 
when he’s happy, and looks like a wrinkly 
baby when he isn’t. Why are we send-
ing his photo to people again? We spent 
a bit of time asking him about himself. 
Quill: What is your take on the practice of 
people sending a picture of you to a sig-
nificant or potential other?
Richard: It’s a little ridiculous. Sure, it was 
cool the first few times, who doesn’t like 

to have their fifteen minutes? But after a 
while it just became really damn annoy-
ing.
Q: How so?
R: Well come on, how classy is it be like 
‘Hey, want to see a picture of Richard?’  
Q: So what would you say your overall 
stance is on the issue then, that being 
sending the pictures?
R: If you’re trying to get to know somebody, 

why are you sending a picture of Richard 
to them? This blows my little mind. Hey, 
on the other hand maybe whoever you’re 
with likes that sort of thing, or they might 
just like Dick humor, it could a ‘Surprise! 
Richards’ here!’ Basically, just keep it in 
your pants.
There you have it, folks, straight from the 
man himself: Stay classy. §
  

Interview with a DickPic
michAel henry, missionAry

How many Richards does it take?

The pinnacle of Brandon’s gaming 
and pop culture scene, I Want That Stuff 
has grown from a small shop downtown to 
a huge store that includes a new, upgrad-
ed sales floor. It is also Brandon’s only re-
maining arcade with some classic upright 
game stands, and Brandon’s first fully 
licensed board gaming café. All together, 
it is a very interesting place to be. The 
growth of this awesome place has been 
a labour of love by many people, but none 

more so than James Ruser, the store’s 
owner, manager, and all around good guy. 
He’s made it his goal to offer things at his 
store that you can’t find anywhere else in 
Brandon. 

First off, the store has things that 
you usually have to buy online. If there is 
a board game or collectable that you are 
looking for, whether it is a Joe DeMag-
gio statue or a set of rare Yu-Gi-Oh cards 
there is a chance that you can buy or sell 
it there. There is the gaming café, the 
true upgrade that came with the recent 

move. The café, Board Game Empire, is 
the crown jewel of gamer’s paradise in our 
fair city. On top of having a full appetizer 
and drink menu, it also has a huge library 
of video games and more than 100 board 
games, all of which are available for rental 
for a very low price: $5 per person, and 
you can play all the game you want for as 
long as you want. Games like Settlers of 
Cataan, Betrayal in the House on the Hill, 
Pandemic Legacy, X-Com the Board game, 
etc. are at your fingertips. 

If video games are more your speed, 

then you will love the set up: every console 
from the N.E.S. to the PS4 are available to 
rent in house, with planned tournaments 
in games like NHL 2K16, Super Smash 
Brothers, Mortal Combat X to name a 
few.

If you have anything to buy, sell, trade, 
or you’re looking to have a good time, 
come down to 1150 19th St. between 
10:00 AM and 7:00 PM, with Board Game 
Empire opening at 4:00 PM to 12:00 AM. 
See you there! §

I Want That Stuff: What To Know 
The Amalgamation of all the Fun

reid ogilvie, reverse cowgirl
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We want you!

If you like to write, take pic-
tures, or draw things, 
you should work for The 
Quill!
We can offer a cool office to 
nap in and tuition rebates.

 Email us at eic@thequill.ca!

Quill Classifieds

Dating is always an interesting ex-

perience no matter where you are from. 
Being in a city the size of Brandon opens 
up more opportunities for everyone. There 
are so many places to meet people. You 
could meet someone at the lineup for 
morning coffee. You could meet some-
one at a store and bond over your similar 
interests. One student mentioned that a 

good place for a date was at the movie 
theater here in Brandon, though not as 
well a place to meet people at. Online dat-
ing is also an option, as you do not have 
to leave your studies for too long to meet 
a person, though this type of dating is not 
for everybody. There are so many options 
to look at where you can meet people and 
where you can go on dates. It is essential, 
in relationships and all tasks, that we con-
centrate only on what is most significant 
and important. Dating will only work for 

you if it feels 
right and 
feel comfort-
able. Meet-
ing someone 
right away 
may not hap-
pen but it is 
the effort that 
counts. §

Dating in Brandon
Why be alone when hookers are a thing?

KAylA neimAn, cowgirl

 Do you have something to 
sell? 

Are you a student?
Then The Quill has a solu-

tion for you!
Classified ads are free for 
students up to 30 words!  
(Textbook ads can be lon-

ger.)


