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Brandon University is currently 
claiming that there have been no rapes 
or sexual assaults committed on campus 
in the last year. This has been brought to 
light in previous issues of The Quill (Feb-
ruary 23rd and March 8th) with comment 
on the matter. Now some action is being 
taken by a new anonymous group on cam-
pus, We Believe Survivors.

Stefon Irvine of the LGBTTQ* Collec-
tive and the unofficial spokesman of We 
Believe was willing to talk about the group 
and what they are trying to accomplish. 
“Right now BU states that sexual violence 
on campus hasn’t happened in [roughly] 
6 years” Irvine states, supplying a figure 
drastically higher than the one The Quill 
reported previously. This number was 
confirmed by the CBC in an article called 

“Schools reporting zero sexual assaults 
on campus not reflecting reality, critics, 
students say”, which was last updated 
on January 31st, 2016. In this article BU 
is one of 16 Canadian schools to have 
made the same statement, which many 
are skeptical of believing.

Taking action against this state-
ment, We Believe Survivors is collecting 
anonymous recounts and testimonials of 
survivors. In their collection they are not 
requiring survivors to give their names or 
the date(s) of their assault which could 
lead to problems in having the testimoni-
als be accepted or acknowledged by the 
BU administration. Despite this potential 
problem Irvine states that “these are BU 
students that are saying rape happened, 
and we’re sharing their stories about how 
the administration has silenced them.” 
These testimonials are collected by hav-
ing survivors go to their website webe-

lievesurvivors.wordpress.com and submit 
their recount using an online submission 
box. “It’s a lot of word of mouth” Irvine ac-
knowledges. As of March 30th there were 
6 potential stories reported (4 by survi-
vors, 2 by friends of survivors) after only 5 
days of being online.

The We Believe Survivors campaign 
was based off of a similar campaign at 
Brock University, which has 17,000 stu-
dents. This campaign has been run more 
publicly than We Believe at BU and they 
have currently received 7 testimonials ac-
cording to Irvine. “That really speaks to 
the difficulties of coming forward, and the 
barriers that are in place in universities 
that make sure survivors aren’t coming 
forward.”

When asked why We Believe was an 
anonymous group Irvine stated that “We 
are standing up against the administra-
tion and they’re just scared, mostly, about 

the negative consequences of speaking 
out about something like sexual violence 
on campus. It’s more or less like a safety 
net to make sure nothing bad happens in 
terms of their academics for those who 
are remaining anonymous.”

When asked what Irvine hoped the 
group would accomplish, and how he 
would like the administration to react to 
it he said that “I want [the administration] 
to recount their statement that the last 6 
years that they claim no sexual assault 
has happened; to say that ‘yes, sexual vio-
lence is a problem on campus.’” He went 
on to explain that We Believe has a few of 
its members on the committee, which will 
be working to develop a policy for sexual 
assault on campus. We Believe is hop-
ing to take the testimonies they acquire 
to this committee to leverage for better 
change on campus. §

Ashlyn PeArce, coPy editor

Sessional Professor 
Gone — page 6

Homeless Situation 
— page 7

One of the quotes received by the We Believe Survivors group. Photo Credit: Krista Mills. 
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We Believe Survivors
Anonymous Group vouches support for victims of rape



If you paid attention to your student email 
last week, which you should be doing, you may 
have noticed that BUSU sent an email out to 
everyone about the upcoming provincial elec-
tion. Also, for your information, there is a pro-
vincial election soon. 

The letter detailed how after much de-
bate and indecision, three of the candidates 
who were to come speak at the University’s All 
Candidates Debate, which can now be called 
a half-candidates debate will not be joining 
us. The reasons behind the MLA hopefuls 
cancelling their appearance were not given, 
but BUSU infers it is because they do not care 
about what the students think. I also find it in-
teresting that both of the Progressive Conser-
vative candidates cancelled on us. It is days 

before the election and they probably have 
much more important places to be. A quick 
examination of their various websites did not 
glean any part of their campaign schedules. 

The debate will go forward, however, and 
I suggest you show up. There are dozens of is-
sues that affect us as students, most of which 
are detailed in BUSU’s open letter. It is impor-
tant for them to be answered, even if they are 
answers from politicians. 

The candidates cancelling on us also may 
be somewhat students fault. We make up 15% 
of the voter population and we usually have 
record low turnout numbers. They are not go-
ing to court votes from voters who are going 
to stay in bed on election day, eat stale pizza, 
and watch Daredevil. Or, you can get out and 
vote and prove them wrong. §
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News – 2 Pallister Comes to BU
Offers scholarship money

Brian Pallister of the progressive 
Conservative Party of Manitoba made an 
appearance at our school on March 28th, 
when he offered double the amount of bur-
saries and scholarships if the Conserva-
tives win the upcoming provincial election. 
This offer raises the amount of money avail-
able to students through these services to 
20 million dollars. Pallister then underlined 
how important the Conservative Party con-
siders the assistance of students in their 
education.

David Huberdeau, a BU student pres-
ent at the event said that he agreed with 
Pallister and that “He (Pallister) made some 
really good points about the NDP fiscal irre-

sponsibility,” referring to the current party in 
power. Another student in attendance who 
chose to remain anonymous questioned 
the ability of the Conservatives to remain 
current in a changing contemporary world. 
“The Conservatives focus so much on the 
financial aspects that they leave behind 
the social problems we need to face.” The 
student said, followed immediately by of-
fering the examples of helping Indigenous 
peoples, specifically missing and murdered 
aboriginal women. 

After the announcement, Pallister reit-
erated the message about education after-
wards to the Quill by saying that “I think it 
is great. Education is extremely important. 
Anything we can do to advance a student’s 
education is important.”

Pallister used to serve on the board 
that decided the placement of scholarships 
at Brandon University and said that he per-
sonally, “helped 50 students receive an 
education.” The upcoming 41st provincial 
election on April 19th, pits the current NDP 
administration against the Liberal, Conser-
vative, and Green party. Make sure you get 
out and vote. §

Alex murrAy, editor-in-chief

Pallister himself. Photo credit: Alex Murray.

The All Candidates Debateable
And masterfully at that

Alex murrAy, editor-in-chief

The newly reformed Brandon Uni-

versity Women’s Collective will have its AGM 
this Wednesday evening to discuss its opera-
tions for the next year. It will be from 5:00 to 
7:00 PM at the Gathering Space of the Library. 
Free coffee and donuts will be provided.

The search for executive members of 
the collective in time for the 2016 fall/win-
ter semester is on the table. Plans will also 
be discussed for campaigns in the upcoming 
2016-17 school year, building on its current 
activities including the provision of sexual 
health resources to those in need, Take Back 
the Night, and Women’s Week.

The collective has had issues with 
drawing people to the events. Racheal Wu, 
Women’s Director of the BUSU and a previ-
ous executive of the collective, described the 
turnout for last year’s AGM as “two of the ex-
ecutive members and one reporter from the 
Quill,” and Women’s Collective chair Sarah 
Tomchak recalled, “In previous years, they 
were pretty small.” The number pales in com-
parison to the estimated 60% of the campus 
population that is female. Tomchak, to the 
best of her memory, claimed the attendance 
needed to make quorum under the current 
bylaws would be “2 executive members and a 
total of 3 members present to vote.” Even with 
such a number, she emphasized the need for 
students to show up for the event, stating, 
“We hope to have as many interested people 
as possible because we need to try to get a 
full and reliable executive elected.”

Despite the absence of the collective 
last semester, Tomchak said she did not an-
ticipate the meeting would go on for very long, 
stating, “Two hours is the most we have slot-
ted for the [library] gathering space.” She also 
mentioned the progress that the collective 
has made, including its new bylaws and con-
stitution. “The collective has never before had 
actual bylaws in place, so that’s pretty big for 
us,” she stated. Copies of the documents will 
be made available at the meeting. §

PSA: WC AGM 
New executives sought

logAn PrAznik, rePorter

Many of you may have heard that the 

LGBTTQ* Collective is once again up and run-
ning. This is an exciting prospect since the 
university has spent nearly the entire school 
year without it and without some of the ser-
vices that they can provide. As of now, the Col-
lective is still getting back on its feet. Stefon 
Irvine, the chairperson of the Collective has 
reported approximately nine active members 
with hopes of more joining in the future.

With the majority of their focus set on pre-
paring for the new school year, one of the only 
services that can be offered is safer sex sup-
plies like condoms, oral dams, etc. If you have 
any concerns or wish to speak with a profes-
sional on more sensitive subjects, the Collec-
tive can direct you to providers that you may or 
may not be aware of. Also, a library of sexuality 
and health is available by going to their office 
on the second floor of the KDC above BUSU 
and just opposite of the Quill office.

To help with awareness of their return, the 
Collective will be having an end of the year par-

ty at the Wildflower Café with Wine, Cheese, 
and Mocktails. The party will be on April 8th 
from 7:00 PM-9:00 PM. For any questions you 
can find someone in their office on Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday from 11:00 
AM to 1:00 PM. The Collective holds a Meeting 
on Tuesdays from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM. §

Ground Work for the Coming Year
They are reopen

micheAl henry, rePorter



ACC Women’s Hockey team went out 
to Kamloops, B.C. this past weekend to de-
fend their title at the 2016 Western Shield. 
The western Canadian championship for 
senior women’s hockey ran from March 31st 
to April 3rd. With a great record leading their 
way and boasting their strength the women 
have 26 wins this season and only 5 losses! 
It is clear why these women deserved to go 
for another year to proudly represent their 
community.

Over the weekend, the Cougars faced 
off against host team Kamloops Vibe; British 
Columbia representative South Fraser TNT; 

Alberta representative Grand Prairie Fire; 
and Saskatchewan representative Can-
wood Northern. The Cougars went unde-
feated at last year’s Western Shield hosted 
in Stonewall, MB, bringing home gold. This 
is the third year in a row the Cougars have 
competed at the Western Shield. §

The Bobcats curling team partici-

pated in CIS nationals two weeks ago against 
some of the best teams across Canada. They 
played a total of 7 games out in Kelowna and 
were able to win 3 of them! They landed in 
5th place out of the 8 teams who participat-
ed. The team includes Skip Janelle Vachon, 
third Kaitlyn Payette, second Hayley Surovy 
and lead Camille Lough. They each played 
very well for their first season donning the 
title of Bobcat athletes.

This young team of freshmen ladies 
have a bright future ahead of themselves 
and are well on the road to many more na-
tional turnouts after this. A great learning 
experience for the women and a truly great 
chance to being able to play at such a high 
level. They earned there spot amongst the 
best at nationals with regards to their oth-
er spectacular performance in the West-
ern Curling Championship where they won 
3rd place.

Congratulations on all your hard work 
ladies! Way to represent your school and 
community! §
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Pallister used to serve on the board 
that decided the placement of scholarships 
at Brandon University and said that he per-
sonally, “helped 50 students receive an 
education.” The upcoming 41st provincial 
election on April 19th, pits the current NDP 
administration against the Liberal, Conser-
vative, and Green party. Make sure you get 
out and vote. §

Bobcats Women’s Curling
That’s right: we have a time and they’re good

roBert killAm iii, senior sPorts rePorter 

ACC Cougars Women’s Hockey
Defending Western Shield Championship Title

roBert killAm iii, senior sPorts rePorter 



Canada’s largest public advocacy 

group, the Council of Canadians wants BU 
to make a small step towards social jus-
tice and a large step for mankind.

As an independent, national organi-
zation, The Council of Canadians serves 
a large role across Canada, beginning at a 
grassroots level.

Chairman of the Council’s Brandon/
Westman Chapter Scott Blyth said the 
group works towards propelling all politi-
cal parties, governments, and individuals 
to address key social justice issues. The 
Council of Canadians is “committed to 
safeguarding our social programs, promot-
ing economic justice, renewing our democ-
racy, strengthening Canadian sovereignty, 
promoting alternatives to economic glo-
balization and corporate-style free trade, 
and preserving our environment. With 

strong national leadership, individual sup-
porters, and local chapters, the Council of 
Canadians fight for the rights and interests 
of people and communities, not big busi-
ness. […] As Canada’s largest public advo-
cacy group, we are committed to effecting 
transformational social change, political 
and economic literacy, and developing a 
People’s Agenda that will set the political 
and social agenda for the 21st Century.”

The Council of Canadians was pres-
ent on BU grounds during the federal elec-
tion last year through their role in the “Go 
Vote” campaign, and aim to have an even 
larger presence on campus as a resource 
for students and source of information re-
garding social issues.

On Thursday, March 31st, the organiza-
tion presented “This Changes Everything,” 
a documentary based on a book by Naomi 
Klein, renowned climate change activist, 
at the Evans Theatre. The film addressed 

many of the important issues 
facing the globe, including re-
newable energy, health care, 
public-controlled democracy, 
water accessibility, and fair 
trade.

Blyth encourages stu-
dents interested in becoming 
involved with the movement to 
attend the group’s open meet-
ings held the second Tuesday 
of every month at 7:00 PM. 
For more information, email 
cofcbrandonwestman@gmail.
com.

Founded in 1985, the 
Council of Canadians is cur-
rently comprised of a network 
of 60 chapters across the 
country. §
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The gun is mightier than the sword 

after all! Somehow, this hilariously awe-
some series released in 2015 without 
my knowledge. After a mysterious portal 
opens in modern-day Tokyo, an army of 
medieval soldiers and fantasy monsters 
attack the city. Using the power of mod-
ern weaponry, the Japanese Self-Defence 
Forces easily repel the attack. Immedi-
ately, they prepare for retaliation by send-
ing their forces back through the gate, in 
hopes of establishing a forward base of 
operations, negotiate peace with whatev-
er awaits on this new frontier, and secure 
resources for Japan. Meanwhile, other 
countries attempt to sabotage Japan’s 
hold over the gate, hoping to secure said 
resources for themselves.

Yōji Itami, a soldier and otaku in his 
early thirties, is promoted to first lieu-
tenant after his heroic defense during 
the mystery army’s initial invasion. Put 
in charge of the Third Recon Unit, he is 
tasked with engaging the residents of this 
new world and establishing good rela-
tions between their communities and Ja-
pan’s FOB. Despite being a slacker, he’s 
secretly brilliant, and always gets the job 
done. (Although he tends to get beat up 
once an episode...) The series becomes 
harem-esque, as Yōji enlists the help of 
a young Elf suffering PTSD, a brilliant Hu-
man mage who acts as interpreter after 
learning the Japanese language, and a 
lolita demi-goddess clad in gothic attire 
with a hard-on for murder. The what-if 
scenario behind this anime’s premise is 
both ridiculous and awesome at the same 
time, and the whole thing is put together 

in the best of ways.
As to be expected of A-1 Pictures, the 

quality of the anime series is top notch. 
The artwork and animation is fantastic, 
the soundtrack is fitting and high qual-
ity, and the voice acting is great. Never 
before have I seen a more beautiful ren-
dition of modern military forces blowing 
away knights charging on horseback, us-
ing rocket launchers and heavy artillery. 
The characters, while certainly tropey, mix 
well with the scenario, and their interac-
tions constantly keep the series fun and 
interesting to watch.

The second season of Gate just fin-
ished airing this winter season. I haven’t 
had the time to watch it all due to study-
ing. However, once exams are over, catch-
ing up on this series is one of my first 
plans for the summer break! If you’re the 
type of viewer who prefers a series that 

takes itself more seriously, you may want 
to steer clear of this one. But if not, defi-
nitely dedicate some of your time to watch-
ing this one. Do you like dragons? We’ve 
got dragons! Do you like tanks? We’ve got 
them too! Political schemes? Innuendo? 
Catgirls? It’s all here! So what’s stopping 
you? Why are you still reading instead of 
watching this right now? I’m running out 
of ways to emphasize how ridiculous and 
awesome this series is! §

Anime Review: Gate
Genre: Fantasy, Action, Comedy         Studio: A-1 Pictures                             Rating: 5 / 5

trevor ‘tio’ venn, columnist

A nostalgia-driven, one trick pony 
of a multiplayer RPG. Fun for a few hours, 
but after that there’s not much else to 
see. Final Fantasy Explorers is an action 
game that has players returning to the se-
ries’ canonical job change system, learn-
ing new abilities from each job and using 
them to combat canonical monsters from 
other Final Fantasy games.

The game doesn’t have much of a 
narrative -- players make progress by 
completing quests. These quests usually 
involve defeating x number of y enemies, 
defeating enemies in specific locations, 
or collecting items. Enemies range from 
common critters like Goblins, to the fan-

tastic Eidolons also canon to the series. 
Defeating monsters yields items, some of 
which allow you to summon the monster 
as a member of your party.

As the player advances, they’ll un-
lock new jobs and access to the Trance 
ability. Using job abilities during combat, 
you’ll build resonance, which dissipates 
over time if you stop using abilities. After 
150 resonance, a Crystal Surge is pos-
sible, which adds properties to your party 
for a time, and allows you to add their 
properties to your abilities. These ability 
properties can then be purchased per-
manently once back in town. Trance lets 
your character transform into characters 
from other Final Fantasy games. You can 
also summon Eidolons you’ve acquired 

the Magicite for. Items from questing and 
slaying monsters can also be used to cre-
ate equipment back in town.

But aside from the ability system, the 
game’s nothing special. Despite Explor-
ers being in the title, there’s not a lot to 
explore. The enemy AI is nothing compli-
cated, and each monster has a predict-
able set of abilities that can be blocked 
or evaded quite easily. More threatening 
monsters can even be lured to a small 
cliff, where your character can wail away 
on it from relative safety, seeing as there’s 
little in the way of vertical movement in 
this game. Monsters give you some choic-
es for party composition, but limited AI 
and slow growth make them unreliable.

Being able to play this game with up 

to three other people is the way this game 
is meant to be played. The game seems 
designed as a micro-MMORPG, similar to 
Final Fantasy XI or XIV. It’s easy enough 
to connect to the internet and find ran-
dom people to play with, or connect with 
friends either long distance or through lo-
cal Wi-Fi. 

But, if you’re the type of player who 
doesn’t have a lot of friends to play with, 
or who can’t bring themselves to play with 
random people, then unless you’re a huge 
Final Fantasy nostalgia nerd, you’re likely 
to get very bored very fast with this game. 
There’s games for the 3DS that I feel do 
a much better job than Final Fantasy Ex-
plorers, I suggest looking into them un-
less you’ve already played ‘em all. §

Game Review: Final Fantasy Explorers

trevor ‘tio’ venn, columnist

Genre: Action, RPG                               Developer: Square Enix, Racjin           Platforms: 3DS                                     Rating: 3 / 5

The Council of Canadians
Promoting social justice across the country

holly kAlyniuk, AssistAnt editor-in-chief
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Dear Quentin, 
I’ve been going with this girl for a year. 

How can I get her to say yes? 
Don

Dear Don, 
I am going to assume you mean how 

to get her to say yes to plum pudding and 
backrubs. Which seems like a weird thing 
that you would need to convince someone 
to do. I for one love plum pudding and 
backrubs and I generally insist on them 
before a courtship goes past the second 
fortnight. My father had to make it a pre-
requisite in any potential match contract 
between me and a high society lady of 
little class or a low society lady of little 
money. 

There are two reasons she is not say-
ing yes to this. The fi rst is because you are 
intrinsically of little value and she is un-
sure, or because the thing you want her to 
say yes to, plum pudding and back rubs, 
is intrinsically invaluable to her. Was she 
born without back and stomach? If so, 
then this reason may be the case. 

Stop wasting your time and do what 
I can’t right now. Hop on the nearest 
coach and make your way to a port. First 
ship going anywhere is perfect. There is 
a little place on the Southeast corner of 
Italy called Caicera’s. Never sure what it 
meant, but the owner is always looking 
for another set of hands to do some dirty 
work. After a few years as a wet-works guy, 
excuse me, fi xer, and you will have enough 
money to return home and get some really 
good pudding.  

Quentin ‘Dried Out’ Quill
Quentin Quill is an 18th century time 

traveler trapped in BU. He has not yet de-
clared a major or even attended class in 
the last several months. He has spent the 
last few weeks drying and preserving en-
dangered meats.

As� Quentin 

Let’s get this out of the way. 
You are not smart, and you 
use this word wrong. I use 
this word correctly, this 

makes me the ultimate word 
user, I get the last laugh. 

While you, my friend are the 
penultimate  word user. You 

see, penultimate is just a 
fancy way of saying second 

to last. Suck it.

“Penultimate”

to three other people is the way this game 
is meant to be played. The game seems 
designed as a micro-MMORPG, similar to 
Final Fantasy XI or XIV. It’s easy enough 
to connect to the internet and fi nd ran-
dom people to play with, or connect with 
friends either long distance or through lo-
cal Wi-Fi. 

But, if you’re the type of player who 
doesn’t have a lot of friends to play with, 
or who can’t bring themselves to play with 
random people, then unless you’re a huge 
Final Fantasy nostalgia nerd, you’re likely 
to get very bored very fast with this game. 
There’s games for the 3DS that I feel do 
a much better job than Final Fantasy Ex-
plorers, I suggest looking into them un-
less you’ve already played ‘em all. §



Hello. I bring you salutations from the 
student front today in an editorial fashion. 
Something is happening on our campus and 
I wanted to bring it to the attention of the 
students, alumni, faculty and administration 
in hopes that the student voice will be heard 
and it will matter to the decision makers. 

Currently, we have a Geography Profes-
sor, Dr. Jamie Spinney, who is filling a ses-
sional position. He taught Intro to Physical 
Geography/How the Earth Works, GIS 1, and 
Remote Sensing in the first term and is cur-
rently teaching Geomorphology, GIS 2 and 
Global Environmental Change this term. He 
is currently on the search for a new position 
for next year while our Geography depart-
ment is on the search for another sessional 
instructor for the 2016/17 academic year. 
Currently Intro to Weather & Climate, Geo-
morphology, Soil & Soil Conservation and 
Water Resources are all listed as TBA (to be 
announced) in the Registration Guide. To 
me, this does not make sense, why are they 
not keeping him?

Dr. Spinney, for those of you who have 
not had the pleasure to take a class with 
him, is an engaging and caring Prof. He 
starts the term off with sharing his claim to 

fame and telling students that they matter 
to him. He tells his students to never go hun-
gry and never go through undue hardships 
alone, that he is approachable and cares 
about the whole student not just their suc-
cess in his classes. When he taught Intro to 
Physical Geography/How the Earth Works 
he spoke about the Geomorphology course 
he was going to teach the following term. 
The cap on the class size had to be lifted at 
least twice to accommodate how many stu-
dents wanted to take further courses with 
him. When a department only has 29 ma-
jors on a campus of 3,100 students, I don’t 
know why the Geography department isn’t 
offering him the position to stay. Dr. Spinney 
is obviously an asset to growing the depart-
ment further.

Not only is Dr. Spinney a FANTASTIC Pro-
fessor, but he also is in the middle of seven 
different research projects including one 
with the City of Brandon looking into speed 
zones and different correlation factors be-
tween children and their transportation to 
and from school. Another question is raised 
too, why doesn’t Brandon University want to 
be associated with such great research in 
our own community?

There are a great deal of unanswered 
questions. If students want to have their 
voices heard, I encourage you to write an 
email to Dean Gulliver (Acting Science Dean 
at gulliver@brandonu.ca), to Prof Eberts 
(Geography Department Chair at ebertsd@
brandonu.ca) and also to the attention of 
Dr. Fearon (Brandon University President 
at fearong@brandonu.ca). A petition is also 
going around that the Brandon University 
Geographical Society (BUGS) will be submit-
ting with their letter. If you are in any of Dr. 
Spinney’s current classes, please ensure 
you sign it! It’s time students had our voices 
heard about how we feel about the people 
responsible for the education we pay so 
much for. 

Thank you. §
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The BU Chorale, under the direction 
of Dr. Andree Dagenais, has been chosen 
as one of 14 choruses – from a pool of 42 
– to perform at the PODIUM convention in 
Edmonton this May. BU Chorale is our univer-
sity’s auditioned choir of roughly two-dozen 
music aficionados. This active group of glo-
betrotters – many current members also 
went of BU Chorale’s last 2014 international 
trip to the Baltic countries (AKA Russia’s 
doorstep) – will be performing concerts and 
conducting workshops in various schools in 
Saskatchewan on their way to “Canada’s 

Texas”. 
The chorus has many recent accom-

plishments, guided by their director’s steady 
hand. Acting Dean of Music, Greg Gatien 
said, “This invitation is an affirmation of [Dr. 
Dagenais’] skill and commitment, as well as 
a testament to the talent and dedication of 
the students.” Fourth year music student 
and Chorale member, Erin Stewart is really 
looking forward to the trip, as “it is five whole 
days of listening to choirs of people who are 
phenomenal and love it as much as we do”. 
Stewart also said that she is looking forward 
to “crying because it will sound so beautiful”. 
Any music student who can explain this reac-
tion is asked to contact this Quill reporter. §

Chorus-ing from the Podium
BU Chorale sings for their supper

trevor Poole, rePorter

Brandon’s Mecca Productions 
presented John Steinbeck’s classic novel 
Of Mice and Men to the Keystone Centre 
Amphitheatre on Tuesday, March 22nd  and 
Wednesday, March 23rd, including a late 
morning school matinee on March 22nd.

Produced and directed by Lisa Vas-
concelos, the play starred Poul Jensen 
(previously cast as Judas in Jesus Christ 
Superstar) as George and James Warnez 
(previously Mr. Clayton in Tarzan the Mu-

sical, as Lennie) the novel’s two protago-
nists. Mecca’s production also featured 
many familiar faces from other local per-
formances, including Jeremy Lancaster 
(Bialystock from The Producers) as Carl-
son; Tara Leach (one of the Juliets in 
Romeo and Juliet) as Curly’s Wife; and 
James Comrie (Jean Valjean from Les Mis-
erables) as The Boss.

While some students present agreed 
it was an enjoyable excursion outside of 
the classroom and represented the origi-
nal classic rather fittingly, others admitted 

it missed the mark incredibly.
In addition to adapting a few pivotal 

scenes for the stage, which disappointed 
some of the crowd, Mecca’s backdrops 
toppled during the performance, scene 
changes lasted much longer than the 
standard 10 seconds, and actors notice-
ably botched their lines on several occa-
sions.

Many students and teachers who at-
tended the matinee conceded the play’s 
saving grace and sole source of empathy 
and connection was none other than the 

lovable Lennie. His final moments were 
also ravaged, however, when the mati-
nee’s mistimed sound effects and lighting 
during the play’s climax and final scene 
revealed Lennie fleeing centre stage right 
after being shot point-blank by his best 
friend George.

If the student reviews were right, 
maybe it is best Mecca keeps searching 
for its piece of land. §

Of Mice and Men: Not Mecca’s Finest
Hold onto your mice, folks.

holly kAlyniuk, AssistAnt editor-in-chief

The quill recently had the good 
fortune to talk to Erick Blaikie, one of the 
counselors at Brandon University and the 
initiator of the International Students Well-
ness Group. 
The Quill: How did this group begin?
Erick Blaikie: This group was put together 
through the cooperation of the counselors 
at Student Services and the Office of Inter-
national Activities. The directors of these 
two areas were the key behind the scenes 
organizers; they provide the prizes and have 
supported the idea of this group from con-
ception. The Office of International Activities 
also provides snacks. Dr. Gwyn Richards was 
also instrumental in promoting this group 
among his vast network of students and his 
particular love of everything international.
TQ: How many students do you regularly 
have and where are they from?
EB: To date, we have had a total of 5 meet-
ings. The fewest number students that at-
tended were 7 and the most were 18. We 
have had student representation from 13 
different countries!  
TQ: What is the purpose of the International 
Students Wellness Group?
EB: The mission of the International Stu-
dents’ Wellness Group is to support Brandon 
University’s international student population 

by promoting individual and group wellness. 
We provide a safe and confidential location 
in which international students can discuss 
life in Canada.  We gather, eat snacks, sit in a 
circle and talk on any topic international stu-
dents choose to discuss. Topics can range 
from generalities regarding food students 
miss from home countries, what students 
enjoy about Brandon, to specific stories of 
emotional wellness and difficulties faced. 
TQ: What is your future plans for the group?
EB: My own experiences as an international 
student and well as having travelled exten-
sively have helped me realize how important 
and valuable our international community is. 
My wife and I met 16 years ago while I was 
teaching overseas in Taiwan.  She moved 
back to Canada with me, studied nursing as 
an international student at BU, and this is 
where we chose to grow our family. The posi-
tive experience international students have 
at Brandon University is very important to 
me! It is my hope that this group will remain 
operating as a support for international stu-
dents for many years to come.  I plan to pass 
this group along to one of the counselors 
here when I leave so that it will continue to 
prosper.

The group meets every Wednesday, 
from 3:40 PM to 4:40 PM in the Louis Riel 
Room. They will not meet April 7th, but will 
have a final meeting on April 13th. If you are 
an international student, please join them.§

Int’l Student Wellness Group
Support for those who need it most

Alex murrAy, editor-in-chief

OP/ED: Geography Department
Do student opinions really matter?

Jill vAnderheiden, vPi elect



What’s going on in Brandon?

April 6th: Some of the MLA candidates 
will be partaking in a debate in Harvest Hall 
from 12:00 PM until 1:30 PM. Students are 
encouraged to attend to learn about issues 
in the candidates platforms that relate to 
you. Later in the evening BUSU is holding a 
Manitoba Elections Trivia Night in SUDS from 
7:00 PM until 9:00 PM with prizes available. 
Both events are free to attend.

April 7th: There will be a debate between 
the leaders three Manitoban political par-
ties: Greg Selinger, Rana Bokhari, and Brian 
Pallister (not confirmed) held in the WMCA 
(North West corner of campus). The debate 
is set to start at 7:00 PM with a question-
ing panel comprised of local journalists, and 
Prof. Kelly Saunders. The event is free to at-
tend and all are welcome.

April 8th: The BU LGBTTQ* Collective is 

holding a Wine, Cheese, and Mocktail recep-
tion at the Wildflower Cafe (908 Rosser Ave) 
from 7:00 PM until 9:00 PM. The event has 
access to gender neutral washrooms, is ac-
cessible to people with disabilities, and has 
dietary restrictive options available.

April 8th: SUDS is holding their annual 
Drink the Bar Dry social (which is also Kar-
la’s Going Away Party). The social starts at 
10:00 PM and the cover charge is $5.

April 8th - 10th: Anomalisa is playing at 
the Evans Theatre (McKenzie Building). The 
show is about a man, who has a very uninter-
esting life, finally experiencing something ex-
traordinary. The show starts at 7:30 PM and 
cost $6 (cash only) for admission.

April 9th: Road Bash will be taking place 
on the ACC North Hill Campus. Registration 
to play is $10 per player, teams will be made 
up of 1 goalie and 4 other players. Games 
last for two 10 minute halfs and a ref will be 
provided. All money raised will be donated to 
MADD. Event starts at 9:00 AM. §
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WANTED…
Dance teacher, strong ballet skills essen-

tial, starting immediately… hip hop a bonus!  
$15/hour

Contact info@brandonschoolofdance.ca   
204-724-7528 

On Tuesday, March 29th, The Quill 
had their Annual General Meeting (AGM). The 
meeting was held in SUDS during the free 
slot, 12:30 PM - 1:30 PM, with twenty-seven 
students in attendance. The quorum require-
ment of fifty students was not met, but as 
the Quill had no amendments to by-laws or 
changes they wished to enact in policy, it was 
not detrimental to the success of the AGM.

Reports from Chairperson of the Quill 

Board of Directors, Chris Hunt, as well as Ed-
itor-in-Chief Alex Murray were read by Murray, 
followed by a financial report from Business 
Manager Elinor Murray. It was announced at 
the end of the meeting that the Board of Di-
rectors has hired Murray’s replacement for 
the 2016-2017 school year, Ashlyn Pearce.

The AGM was adjourned after only ten 
minutes, and Mama SUDS served pizza to 
the attendees. In all, it was a wonderful trib-
ute to how Murray ran the paper: with word 
economy. §

The Quill AGM Recap
No quorum, but what were we expecting?

Ariele kehler, wielder of the flAme of Anor

It is far too easy to take having the 

necessities of life such as food, water, 
and shelter, for granted in our affluent 
North American society. However, there 
are many people in Canada who are still 
struggling to make sure their daily needs 
to survive are met. This is the case even in 
Brandon, Manitoba.

Subi Azim is a Masters of Rural De-
velopment student at Brandon University. 
She is also a member of the 2016 PiT 
(Point in Time) Count Planning Team. In 
2015 Brandon took part in its first ever 
PiT count. Some of you Quill readers may 
be asking: “What is a PiT Count?” Accord-
ing to the Employment and Social Devel-
opment Canada website esdc.gc.ca, “A 
PiT Count is a method used to measure 
sheltered and unsheltered homelessness. 
It aims to enumerate individuals in a com-

munity who are, at a given time, staying in 
shelters or “sleeping rough” (e.g., on the 
street, in parks), providing a “snapshot” of 
homelessness in a community. PiT Counts 
include a survey that can provide commu-
nities with information on the character-
istics of their homeless population (e.g., 
age, gender, Veteran status, Aboriginal 
identity). This information can be used by 
communities to direct resources to areas 
of greatest need, and to connect individu-
als with specific backgrounds to targeted 
supports to help them achieve stable 
housing. When completed on subsequent 
years, it can also be used to track changes 
in the homeless population over time and 
measure progress in reducing it.”

Brandon’s first PiT count found that 
there were 117 homeless people in Bran-
don. 41 of these people had shelter, while 
76 were without shelter, having nowhere 
to sleep but in the streets. 47% of the 
homeless in Brandon are youths (persons 

under the age of 30, by Manitoba law). 
However, what is the PiT Count defini-
tion of homelessness? According to Azim, 
“homelessness encompasses a range of 
physical living situations, organized here 
in a typology that includes 1) Unsheltered, 
or absolutely homeless and living on the 
streets or in places not intended for hu-
man habitation; 2) Emergency Sheltered, 
including those staying in overnight shel-
ters for people who are homeless, as well 
as shelters for those impacted by family 
violence 3) Provisionally Accommodated, 
referring to those whose accommodation 
is temporary or lacks security of tenure 
4) At Risk of Homelessness, referring to 
people who are not homeless, but whose 
current economic and/or housing situa-
tion is precarious or does not meet public 
health and safety standards.”

Azim goes on to say that the informa-
tion gathered in Brandon’s PiT Count is 
used by the groups funding and facilitat-

ing the PiT Count to help connected indi-
viduals with needs to the specific services 
that will help them to acquire and main-
tain a state of stable housing. In Brandon, 
the Brandon Neighbourhood Renewal 
Corporation (BNRC) is allocating the fund-
ing. BNRC, Brandon Housing First, Youth 
for Christ, National Learning Community 
on Youth Homelessness, Service Canada 
and Brandon University are currently on 
the PiT Count Committee. 

The next “iMatter: Brandon’s Point-
in-Time” count survey will be happen-
ing on Wednesday April 13th, 2016 from 
11:00 AM to 11:00 PM. People are still 
needed to sign up to help out for one to 
three hour periods on this day. Those in-
terested in helping out with the PiT Count 
can register to volunteer on the iMatter 
website: iMatter-bdn.ca, or can find more 
information on the “Brandon PiT Count” 
Facebook page. §

BU Student Advocates for Homeless Situation
Raising awareness in Brandon

nAthAn mAckrith, rePorter

Upcoming Events
Go do stuff

Ashlyn PeArce, coPy editor

OP/ED: Geography Department



Starting in fall 2016, Brandon Uni-

versity is offering first year courses in the 
Parkland region, more specifically in the city 
of Dauphin. These courses will cover some 
of the bases in the Arts, Science, and Educa-
tion programs. This will allow those who are 
unable to make the move to Brandon after 
their graduation to take these classes within 
Dauphin itself. 

These courses will act as a type of 
bridge to access more opportunities within 
school, as many jobs in modern society re-
quire a university education. 

The courses will be taught by instruc-
tors in Dauphin, and delivered to students in 
person at a local school. A local coordinator 
will also be hired to help students with the 
registration process and throughout the aca-
demic year. An information session about the 
new courses being offered will take place on 

April 7th at the City Hall in Dauphin. 
This new program will help to showcase 

the partnership between Brandon University 
and Dauphin Educators. For those who wish 
to be updated about the information or can-
not make it to the session in Dauphin can 
call 204-622-3229 or email ced@dauphin.
ca. More education availability is a wonder-
ful thing to have. §
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Brandon’s Biggest 
Record and Music 

Sale 

Sunday, April 10th, 2016
11:00 AM - 5:00 PM

560 - 13th street East. Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch #3
Silver Donation at the door. 

Coffee and lunch available 
courtesy of the Legion.

For more information call Don 
at 204-726-0703

BU Brings Classes to Dauphin
Education for all!

kAylA neimAn, rePorter

The last science seminar series pre-

sentation will be this Friday, April 8th at 3:00 
PM in the Brodie Building room 4-47. It will be 
presented by one of our graduate students, 
Mark Hamilton. Mr. Hamilton will present 
on the Structural Analysis and Geochemical 
Modeling at the Mazenod Lake Volcanic Belt. 

Professor Pete Whittington commented 
on the audience. He pointed out that the 
speakers are told to keep the material gen-
eral for the public; however, being educated 
in that field of science would be helpful to fol-
low along. 

Keep your eyes peeled for the science 
seminar series next year – Professor Whitting-
ton commented that it is a great way to keep 
ourselves informed in the science field locally, 
nationally and internationally and know how 
our university plays a part.  §

Science Series
Keep Competitive in your field

monikA ludwick, rePorter


