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The four candidates for va-
cant positions on the Bran-

don University Student Union’s 
council shared their visions 
for their potential careers in 
student politics in a public fo-
rum held by the union this past 
Wednesday.

The four candidates came 
out unanimously in favour of  
an Indigenous course require-
ment. David Ironstand, one of  
two competing candidates for 
Indigenous Peoples’ Director, 
stated he would consider work-
ing with the University of  Win-
nipeg to make “connections” 
in working toward such a re-
quirement. Meaghan Stade, sole 
candidate for Health Studies 
Director, and Demeter Vaisius, 
sole candidate for Women’s Di-
rector, also made comments on 
how such a requirement would 
enhance learning, but Sheree 
Blacksmith, the other compet-

ing candidate for Indigenous 
Peoples’ Director, noted, “It’s 
a great idea, but it’s a start,” 
claiming that some others 
would want more education on 
Indigenous topics.

When asked about what 
they feel BUSU is lacking, Sta-
de and Vasius called for more 
union-organized events on cam-
pus. Stade specifically called for 
more events in late afternoons, 
especially involving the Facul-
ties of  Health Studies, Music, 
and Education, tying into her 
platform of  decreasing apathy. 
Vasius, as a student in her first 
year at BU, claimed, “There was 
a lot of  involvement in the first 
few weeks, and I didn’t have a 
chance to get involved,” and 
called for the same level of  en-
gagement to be continued later 
in the academic year.

Blacksmith reflected on her 
experience not knowing the 

purpose, or even the location of  
BUSU, for most of  her time as 
an undergraduate student, and 
called for more awareness of  
the student union’s operations, 
claiming, “If  I didn’t know, I’m 
pretty sure other people don’t 
know, either.” Ironstand, how-
ever, departed from the other 
candidates’ recurring theme of  
activities and awareness, and 
called on the union to follow 
up on past plans to expand the 
Knowles-Douglas Centre.

On the topic of  mandatory 
attendance policies, Vaisius and 
Stade stated they were against 
them, with Vaisius calling them 
“a little unnecessary” at the uni-
versity level, and stating “That’s 
up to you. You’re an adult, you 
should be able to figure [your 
attendance] out.” Blacksmith 
and Ironstand, however, came 
out in support of  them, with 
Blacksmith stating, “To me, 

school is a job, and if  I don’t 
show up and figure out what 
I need to learn I’m failing as a 
student.”

On the subject of  safety 
on campus, Stade mentioned 
an incident in which a lengthy 
smudging ceremony in the 
Health Studies building’s cer-
emony room landed her with a 
chest infection and a professor 
with carbon monoxide poison-
ing, and called the use of  the 
ceremony room to be regulated 
more tightly.

Most candidates were in 
support of  a “buddy system” 
such as what Vaisius stated she 
had worked on with the Wom-
en’s Collective in her opening 
speech, though Blacksmith fo-
cused on self-defence classes 
being implemented and more 
emergency phone boxes being 
placed on campus, along with 
awareness campaigns around 

them.
Ironstand later called for 

a separate building for indige-
nous peoples on campus, much 
like the Bald Eagle Lodge at the 
University of  Manitoba, to be 
built, in part to avoid the health 
concerns expressed by Stade, as 
well as the misuse of  the facil-
ity for other non-ceremonial 
events. He expressed doubts 
over how the project would 
proceed, but remained opti-
mistic, claiming, “We’ll figure it 
out.”

The by-election for the 
three positions takes place on 
Monday and Tuesday, Octo-
ber 24th and 25th, in the KDC’s 
Mingling Area, from 8:00am to 
7:00pm. Eligible voters must 
bring their student ID to vote.

Logan Praznik, Reporter

candidates speak Up about their platforms Before voting commences
candidates speaking at the By-election forum. photo credit logan praznik.
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Students experienced diffi-
culties reading notes, sub-

mitting assignments and ac-
cessing Brandon University’s 
website as a hardware failure 
occurred in BU’s IT services 
over the weekend of  October 
15th. As a result of  the failure, 
brandonu.ca, as well as the uni-
versity’s Moodle site, were ren-
dered slow to load, and in some 
cases inaccessible, for users.

“The truth is, Moodle 
didn’t go down, access to the 
server [went] down,” said Al 
Dunthorne, Director of  IT 
Services for Brandon Univer-
sity. While the servers hosting 
Moodle and other BU websites 
were still operational at the time 
of  the outage, the servers are 
connected to a pair of  “security 
boxes” which screen incoming 

and outgoing Internet traffic 
to and from the university to 
protect users from hackers and 
other malicious activity, and are 
configured so that if  one fails, 
the other will take over until 
the first is brought back online, 
repaired, or replaced.

However, in this incident 
the primary box failed on the 
evening of  October 14th, and 
while the secondary box was 
still operational, it experienced 
a spike in CPU usage described 
by Dunthorne as “through the 
roof.” Though pages could 
still load, they could only do 
so slowly, making BU websites 
potentially appear completely 
out of  service to users.

The outage was noted pub-
licly by users as early as Octo-
ber 15th in a thread on local 

discussion site eBrandon.ca, in 
which one user said, “Just sit-
ting down to do some work on 
a course and can’t get logged 
in,” and another noted, “It ap-
pears the whole BU site is not 
responding!”

The nature of  the hardware 
failure meant that some were 
still able to access websites 
with small amounts of  data, 
such as the version of  Moodle 
formatted for mobile devices, 
though files such as PDFs were 
still slow to download or inac-
cessible.

By the morning of  Octo-
ber 16th, IT Services were able 
to restore the secondary box’s 
CPU usage to normal levels, 
restoring normal function of  
the websites. Dunthorne men-
tioned, “We’re a Monday to 

Friday, 8:30 to 4:30 shop, but 
when this started happening, 
we had people that took away 
the weekends and came in here 
and made it work.”

As of  The Quill’s interview 
last Thursday with Dunthorne, 
the entirety of  the universi-
ty’s traffic is still being routed 
through the secondary box. 
However, a replacement was 
shipped by the hardware ven-
dor, and was expected to arrive 
promptly. The vendor is also 
looking further into the cause 
of  the spike in CPU usage.

Dunthorne stated that uni-
versity faculty and staff  were 
notified, but also noted, “One 
of  the things that didn’t hap-
pen is we didn’t send a message 
out to the students,” calling it 
“an oversight on our part.”

Brandon UnivErSity wEBSitE ExpEriEncES diFFicUltiES
Logan Praznik, Reporter
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Some would suggest that 
there is an issue that has 

grown on university campuses 
for a number of  years: a pos-
sible disconnect between the 
faculty and students. To address 
this, the Centre for Teaching, 
Learning, & Technology invit-
ed Dr. Christopher Schneider, 
from the Sociology Depart-
ment to give a short presenta-
tion on some of  his experience 
in attempting to engage stu-
dents through the use of  pop 
culture and social media on 

Wednesday, October 19th. 
Dr. Schneider’s presenta-

tion consisted of  him going 
through examples of  different 
teaching techniques and ideas 
that he has used as a means to 
engage students in the course 
materials through the use of  
pop culture. Throughout the 
presentation, a number of  key 
elements were noted. One of  
which being that students go-
ing to university have a certain 
expectation of  professors, that 
being  that information pre-

sented to us in class will seem 
somewhat clinical. For some, 
this approach makes it difficult 
to relate to specific materials. 
One of  the objectives of  the 
presentation was to inject pos-
sible ideas that could be imple-
mented to help with this issue. 
Many ideas were suggested and 
questions asked by a number 
of  professors who attended. 
There was serious discussion in 
terms of  what has been done, 
what’s worked or hasn’t. 

What is present in the cam-

pus community is this balanc-
ing act. Where does one even 
draw upon social media and 
pop culture with the idea of  
incorporating it as a feasible 
learning tool, while still main-
taining the integrity of  what is 
being presented by professors. 
Or in what ways does a student 
try to bridge the very same gap 
from their side of  the spec-
trum? These questions have no 
easy answers, but we may see 
some in the future.

SEminar HEld to addrESS StUdEnt EngagEmEnt
Michael henry, Reporter

Brandon University’s Dr. 
Penny Tryphonopoulos 

and her research colleague Dr. 
Nicole Letourneau of  the Uni-
versity of  Calgary are the recip-
ients of  a Canadian Institutes 
of  Health Research Grant. The 
grant of  almost $570,000 will 
be used to fund a new research 
project that uses video feed-

back as a way of  helping moth-
ers with postpartum depression 
(PPD) bond with their babies.  

As per the Canadian Men-
tal Health association PPD is a 
type of  depression associated 
with pregnancy and the post-
partum period that may last 
up to a year after the birth if  
a child. With this new project, 

video recordings of  a mother’s 
interactions with her baby are 
reviewed by nurses who then 
go over the footage with the 
mother. This is done to pro-
vide support to the mother and 
to point out the signs of  health 
interaction between mother and 
baby, this is meant to help alle-
viate stress that may be caused 

by PPD. Currently trials are 
taking place at Calgary Public 
Hospital facilities. If  these tri-
als are successful future expan-
sion is a possibility. 

Congratulations to Dr. 
Tryphonopoulos and her col-
leagues, and best of  luck with 
your research.   

BU rESEarcH to HElp motHErS Bond witH tHEir BaBiES
krista Murray, Web content coordinator

Take Back the Night is an 
event that’s held every year 

to prevent gender-based vio-
lence. The first occurrence of  
this event was in the 1970s, 
and it is now held in more than 
thirty countries world-wide. 

Lots of  violence occurs 
every day, and fortunately there 
are many community resources 
to help those harmed including 
The Women’s Resource Centre 
and The Women’s Collective.

The Take Back the Night 
event at Brandon University 
had many speakers from the 
university and Brandon com-
munity. One of  which was Da-
kota Elder, Frank Tacan, who 
spoke and said a prayer to open 
up the event. After, he went 
around and offered a ceremo-
nial smudge to those present. 

The culmination of  the 
event was the march that 
took place downtown. Each 

individual walked down the 
street holding up their brightly 
coloured signs with sayings to 
help bring awareness to sex-
ual violence and harassment. 
Marchers shouted out chants as 
they walked, such as “claim our 
bodies, claim our rights, take a 
stand, take back the night!” and 
“no more violence, no more 
rape!”. Words are a great way 
to express this message in our 
community; everyone around 

the world can live a violence-
free and sexual harassment-
free life no matter what kind 
of  environment they are in. 

Dr. Allison McCulloch, 
professor of  Political Science, 
explained that the walk is to 
expand the safe spaces for 
women and all genders to feel 
safe from sexual violence and 
to have a voice to say what they 
feel should be said. 

Take Back The NighT 2016
aleca antonakis, Reporter



Brandon University’s wom-
en’s curling team is getting 

prepared for another big year 
ahead of  them as they work 
towards Westerns and CIS Na-
tionals. Hoping to finish top 
two at Westerns these talented 
women are working hard to 
make their dreams become a 
reality. Practicing and training 
for the past three weeks on and 
off  the ice the women have 
also been advertising and fund-
raising to go to Westerns. 

The curling team consists 
of: Skip Janelle Vachon (5th 
year student from Oak Lake), 
Third Kaitlyn Payette (2nd year 
from Brandon), Second Hayley 
Surovy (4th year from Minnedo-
sa), Lead Camille Lough (5th 
year from Plumas), Fifth Shae 
Arnold (1st year also from 
Brandon). The team has played 
together for the past 2 seasons 
for BU and together they have 
over 30 individual appearances 
at Manitoba Provincial Cham-

pionships. Altogether the team 
has 63 years of  curling experi-
ence combined, learning from 
family and different programs 
each woman played in high 
school and/or club curling. 

The curling team recently 
held a Mom’s Pantry fundraiser 
in order to help fund their trip 
out to the Western Champion-
ships. Although the entry fee 
and team uniforms are supplied 
by BU Athletics, the team is 
responsible for covering costs 

involving travel and ac-
commodations. 

The Canada West 
university teams are un-
able to support a league 
so the curling teams 
involved are forced to 
play in one event each 
year. This is the West-
erns and it is where 
the women defeated 
the University of  Re-
gina and University 
of  Winnipeg last year. 
With these wins under 
their belt the Women’s 
team went onto CIS 
Nationals where they 
were one win away 
from getting sent to
the World Uni

versiade Games.
The women’s team will 

face some intense competition 
in the coming season as they 
will be facing veteran cham-
pions Kelsey Rocque from 
Edmonton, Corynn Brown 
from Thompson Rivers and 
Shannon Birchard from Win-
nipeg. However the chal-
lenges ahead are no big worry 
for the women as they have 
proudly represented Bran-
don against the odds before 
and accomplished wonders. 

Best of  luck in your future 
games ladies! Hope you’re able 
to raise enough money and 
have a good curling season. 
For more information on the 
women’s curling team please 
check out the CIS website or 
the Bobcats website.

Robert killam, Senior Sports Reporter
Women’s Curling Team

The Brandon Bobcats 
played their final games of  

the season this weekend against 
Providence and Red River. The 
teams each faced some difficult 
games with the women’s team 
beating Providence 4-0 and 
the men’s team losing 0-1. The 
games against Red River went 
very well as the men won 3-1 
and women tied their champi-
onship rivals 1-1.

It was a great weekend for 
MCAC sports and both men 
and women had a strong finish 
to the season. Scores will soon 
be officially posted online as 

will the results of  who is play-
ing in the MCAC champion-
ships. 

Many Bobcats have been 
noted for their hard work 
throughout the season be-
ing included in MVP’s of  the 
month for the Bobcats and 
MVP’s of  the week for the 
MCAC league. Some of  these 
members include Sandra Schi-
ra, Taylor Blue, Osian Edwards 
and Nolan Melanson. 

The women’s team fin-
ishes the regular season with 
a 7-0-3 record not losing a 
single match! The men’s team 

finishes there season with a 
4-5-1 record, with hopes that 
if  Providence lost their other 
game this past weekend they 
may make it into the final four 
for the championship.

Congratulations goes out 
to both soccer teams and high 
hopes that the Bobcats are able 
to play in the MCAC champi-
onship finals. Best of  luck to 
our athletes! If  you are interest-
ed in following the progress of  
the Bobcats you can like them 
on Facebook or check out their 
official website at www.gobob-
cats.com. 

BoBcatS SoccEr: End oF rEgUlar SEaSon
Robert killam, Senior Sports Reporter
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Friday, 8:30 to 4:30 shop, but 
when this started happening, 
we had people that took away 
the weekends and came in here 
and made it work.”

As of  The Quill’s interview 
last Thursday with Dunthorne, 
the entirety of  the universi-
ty’s traffic is still being routed 
through the secondary box. 
However, a replacement was 
shipped by the hardware ven-
dor, and was expected to arrive 
promptly. The vendor is also 
looking further into the cause 
of  the spike in CPU usage.

Dunthorne stated that uni-
versity faculty and staff  were 
notified, but also noted, “One 
of  the things that didn’t hap-
pen is we didn’t send a message 
out to the students,” calling it 
“an oversight on our part.”

Brandon UnivErSity wEBSitE ExpEriEncES diFFicUltiES

 thequill.ca | oct 25th 2016  

Tues. Oct. 25th Wed. Oct. 26th Thurs. Oct. 27th Fri. Oct. 28th Sat. Oct. 29th Sun. Oct. 30th Mon. Oct. 31st

sports and hlc calendar

Basketball: Bob-
cats vs Jacks at 
6:00pm

walk-in clinic  
9:00am - 1:00pm

volleyball: cou-
gars vs Blazers at 
acc at 6:00 and 
7:30pm

volleyball: cougars 
vs Blazers at acc 
at noon and 
1:30pm
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Cougars vs Pilots
volleyball - Mens

sets
0 - 3

bobCats vs bisons
basketball - Mens

73 - 63

bobCats vs vikings
basketball - WoMens

40 - 82
bobCats vs vikings

basketball - WoMens

58 - 88

Cougars vs Pilots
volleyball - Mens

sets
0 - 3

Cougars vs Pilots
volleyball - WoMens

sets
0 - 3

bobCats vs WesMen
basketball - Mens

57 - 71
bobCats vs Pilots

soCCer - Mens

0 - 1
bobCats vs Pilots

soCCer - WoMens

4 - 0

Cougars vs rebels
soCCer - WoMens

0 - 5

Cougars vs rebels
soCCer - Mens

0 - 4

Cougars vs Pilots
volleyball - WoMens

sets
0 - 3

Wheat kings vs hurriCanes
hoCkey - Whl

6 - 1

Jets vs bruins
hoCkey - nhl

1 - 4

Wheat kings vs Chiefs
hoCkey - Whl

6 - 0

Jets vs MaPle leafs
hoCkey - nhl

5 - 4
Jets vs oilers

hoCkey - nhl

0 - 3

bobCats vs rebels
soCCer - Mens

3 - 1
bobCats vs rebels

soCCer - WoMens

1 - 1
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In the spirit of  the season, 
The Quill decided to sit 

down with the famed Bigbee 
Wolfe who has been known to 
frequent BU.
The Quill: Alright. So what 
can you tell us about yourself ?
Bigbee Wolfe: Well, there isn’t 
much to tell really. I’m a were-
wolf, and I’m a student here at 
BU, Religion major. You know, 
the whole shebang.
TQ: What is the whole ‘she-
bang’? What have people got 

wrong, what have we got 
right? 
BW: Most of  the time people 
don’t even believe in things like 
werewolves. We tend to get writ-
ten off  as some make believe 
creature to scare kids. What I 
can tell you is that yes, we do 
change during full moons, but 
we don’t have to. Think of  it 
more like a rite of  passage. The 
first time is instinctual though, 
so, watch out for that.  
TQ: So how did you become a 

werewolf  exactly?
BW: I was born one. Most 
people seem to think that you 
can be one if  you’re bitten, 
but that’s not necessarily true. 
You’ll probably just get a nasty 
infection if  you don’t clean it 
well. But sometimes you can 
be infected, it just doesn’t hap-
pen very often. Basically, what 
I have is a curse. Someone who 
was mad at whoever decided 
to be an ass and boom. Family 
line of  lycanthropes. 

TQ: What about things like 
weaknesses? Is silver really a 
thing?
BW: You see, I can’t answer 
that one. I never felt the need 
to test it out. Most say silver 
does the trick but some say it 
doesn’t matter. I’m not in the 
mood to go and grab a piece 
of  silver to see if  it burns. But 
really in this day and age were-
wolves shouldn’t be a prob-
lem. The only things we have 
going for us is some awesome 

strength and speed. I person-
ally would say that you won’t 
find a werewolf  skulking about 
in the city. If  we’re gonna run 
around it’s not going to be in a 
concrete jungle. I just want to 
get my degree and live my life.

intErviEw witH a wErEwolF
Michael henry, Reporter

Alright, so let’s start off  
with the hypothetical sce-

nario in which the world has 
come to an ‘end’ whatever that 
may mean. Nuclear Winter, 
Zombies (a favorite of  mine), 
whatever, doesn’t matter. The 
world has ceased to function 
as it once did. There are some 
very basic things that one needs 
to know when living in North 
America. We are basically use-
less in any of  the ‘end of  the 
world’ scenarios that you could 
think up. Not to say that that’s 
anyone’s fault, it’s just a fact. 

I’m not going to make long 
with my Sociology major; my 
Disaster Studies minor might 
help but I digress. So here are 
some simple tips and sugges-
tions that should be applicable 
to whatever ‘oh shit’ world you 
seem to have ended up in.

Number One: Find water. 
I know, it seems pretty obvious 
that you need water right? Why 
is it a tip? So you found water, 
well, is it clean? Because let’s 
be honest, no one wants to die 
from dysentery, that would just 
suck. So how do you make it 

clean without a water treatment 
plant? Well one way is to boil 
the water. This is a sure way to 
clean it, though it won’t deal 
with solids like rocks or heavy 
metal content so be careful 
how much of  said boiled wa-
ter you drink. There’s another 
idea that involves Birchwood 
bark being turned into a filter 
but honestly, how many people 
know what that looks like? I 
don’t, I just used Google. 

Number Two: Find shelter. 
Just find a house that no one 
is using, preferably the one you 

already live in. Or if  you want 
to be like Survivorman, figure 
out how to make a lean-to, or 
better yet, just get a tent.

Number Three: Find Food. 
Yeah. I’ll be honest, I have 
nothing for this one. Once you 
run out of  canned goods and 
other preserved stuff  you’re on 
your own. Just make sure you 
have a can opener with you at 
all times.

Number Four: Probably 
the most important part of  this 
list, find someone who can do 
all of  this stuff  and more and 

convince them to help you. 
Because again, if  you don’t al-
ready know this stuff  you’re a 
goner.  

Oh, and the last piece of  
advice I should give you: This 
isn’t The Walking Dead or The 
100. Chances are everything 
will be just fine. So relax and 
enjoy yourselves, all you have 
to deal with is capitalism, and 
that’s the scariest thing of  all.

apocalypSE SUrvival 101
Michael henry, Reporter

Black cats are said to be 
great special cats in the 

world, but some are miss 
treated and hurt, especially 
around Halloween. There is an 
old myth that black cats bring 
people bad luck. Aimee Bel-

tran stated in an article by the 
Coastal Virginia Magazine that 
during the middle ages black 
cats were associated with witch 
craft, but black cats were also 
worshipped in Egypt, Asia, 
and the United Kingdom for 

bringing good luck. Many plac-
es recommend that everyone 
should keep their cats indoors 
on Halloween since people 
play pranks on Halloween due 
to the old myths. According to 
the Humane Society in Bran-

don, black cats are adopted 
equally, just like any other cats, 
and that colour doesn’t matter 
because the adoption depends 
mostly on the temperment of  
the cat. 

Black catS: mytHic wondEr or Bad lUck?
aleca antonakis, Reporter

As University students we 
are a little old to be go-

ing trick or treating. Trust me, I 
am as disappointed as you are. 
Thankfully, there are other op-
tions. 

Once again Grim Acres 
will be hosting its Scare Away 
Cancer fundraiser. Last year at 
their new acreage location near 
Kemnay, Grim Acres hosted 
over 3,000 visitors in 4 days 
and raised over $13,000 for the 
Canadian Cancer Society. In 
addition to their three-storey 
haunted house, they have also 
converted their 3000 square 
foot barn into a maze. This 
year they will also be teaming 
up with Brandon’s first escape 
room providers Escape the Fi-
nal Countdown, who will be 
hosting The Bucher of  Grim at 

the Escape Shack, a condensed 
version of  their very popular 
escape rooms. A kid friendly 
area will also be provided this 
year.   

General admission is free 
but donations to the Canadian 
Cancer Society are gratefully 
accepted at the door. For The 
Butcher of  Grim there will be a 
$10 charge, with all proceeds 
going to the Canadian Cancer 
Society. 

To get to Grim Acres head 
West on 1A towards Kem-
nay, at the last road before the 
bridge go south on Stanley 
Road (117W) and drive 4 miles 
to house #52030. Grim Acres 
will be open 6:00 - 10:00pm on 
October 28th, 29th and 30th, and 
from 6:00 - 11:00pm on Octo-
ber 31st. 

Big Brothers and Sisters 
will once again be hosting its 
Haunted Forest. In its 11th 
year, this event is held at Turtle 
Crossing on Grand Valley road. 
The Haunted Forest opened on 
October 20th, remaining dates 
and times are October 25th 
and 26th from 6:00 - 9:00pm, 
October 28th and 29th from 
6:00 - 10:00pm and their final 
night October 30th from 6:00 - 
9:00pm. For the faint of  heart 
and children who don’t want to 
be scared, the Haunted Forest 
features a “no scare time”which 
runs from 6:00 - 6:45pm. Ad-
mission for the “no scare time” 
is $5, general admission is $7. 

Try one or try them all, 
or say forget it and try trick 
or treating, either way, Happy 
Halloween. 

ScarE away cancEr, an EScapE room, or a HaUntEd ForESt
krista Murray, Web content coordinator

haunted woods. photo credit krista murray.

photo credit aleca antonakis.



Forget everything you knew 
about Chess. Well… ex-

cept for how the pieces move, 
that is still important. And if  
you didn’t know how the piec-
es moved prior to trying this 
game, then now is the perfect 

time to learn. 
Really Bad Chess, is a lot 

like regular chess, the pieces 
move the same way, and the 

mission objective is still to 
checkmate your opponent’s 
king. However, there is a twist. 
The pieces assigned to you 
are completely random. You 
may end up with 6 bishops, 3 
queens, 3 pawns, and 2 knights. 
Meanwhile your opponent (an 
AI) has 2 rooks, 8 bishops, 
4 knights, and a single pawn. 
Each game is completely ran-

dom with a completely differ-
ent feel. You get that chess feel 
that I personally love so much, 
but with an exciting new twist. 

Created by conceptual art-
ist Zach Gage, Really Bad Chess 
features daily boards, weekly 
challenges, a ranked mode, and 
fi nally freeplay. With freeplay 
you are able to adjust the dif-
fi culty, for when you need an 

ego boost, 
or to learn 
how the 
p i e c e s 
m o v e . 
Difficulty 
is ranked 
on a scale 
of  0-100. 
As the 
rank in-
creases the 
computer 
does not 
get smart-
er, it just 
gets bet-
ter pieces 
than you 
do. 

Whether you are a begin-
ner, or a pro, this game has 
something for everyone. If  
you are a Chess lover, or even 
a Chess hater, this app will be-
come your newest addiction, I 
know it is mine. Really Bad Chess 
is only available for iOS, but 
does include in-app purchases. 
Full features can be unlocked 
for the low low price of  $3.99, 
and includes night colours, lost 
pieces, +100 undo’s, and no 
banner ads. For the even lower 
price of  $1.39 you can purchase 
+100 undo’s. I hope you all en-
joy this app as much as I do. 

app rEviEw: reaLLY BaD cheSS
krista Murray, Web content coordinator

“Slutty Costumes”

We understand that you want 
some poor unsuspecting 
guy/gal to buy all of your 

drinks (you can’t buy your 
own because you have no 
pockets, obviously), and 

maybe you want to get laid. 
But please keep all of your 
lady or man bits inside of 

your costume. We don’t need 
or want that kind of show.
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CHECK OUT 
THEQUILL.CA

TODAY!

strength and speed. I person-
ally would say that you won’t 
fi nd a werewolf  skulking about 
in the city. If  we’re gonna run 
around it’s not going to be in a 
concrete jungle. I just want to 
get my degree and live my life.

Michael henry, Reporter

aleca antonakis, Reporter

ScarE away cancEr, an EScapE room, or a HaUntEd ForESt
krista Murray, Web content coordinator

Dear Glow Cloud,
I don’t know what to do for 

Halloween. Any suggestions?
Feeling Festive

Dear Festive,
I would rate Halloween 

among my favourite holidays. 
Before I came to BU it was a 
Halloween tradition to make 
sacrifi ces to the Almighty Glow 
Cloud. Citizens would slaugh-
ter adorable rodents (hamsters, 
gerbils, guinea pigs, etc.) in my 
name to appease me through 
the coming winter months. In 
return for these sacrifi ces, I 
would refrain from terroriz-
ing their homes. I recommend 
making a sacrifi ce to your local 
Glow Cloud.

All hail,
Almighty Glow Cloud 
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As usual the BUSU Coun-
cil has been hard at work 

fighting for student’s rights. 
Information that was 

brought up in the most recent 
BUSU meeting includes that 
as of  October 17th the Black-
out Period for the Health and 
Dental plan is over. Students 
are now able to submit claims 
for any costs incurred between 
September 1st and October 

17th. If  you have any further 
questions or concerns please 
see BUSU for assistance. 

Also noted was that BUSU 
will soon be setting up booths 
to promote their activities on 
November 2nd as part of  the 
National Day of  Action. BUSU 
VPI Jill Vanderheiden then put 
forth a motion to Senate later 
in the week asking for academ-
ic amnesty for students to at-

tend the All Out events, which 
was granted. This means that 
students cannot be penalized 
for missing class on this day in 
order to attend events on cam-
pus. 

Coming up shortly is the 
Annual Trick-or-Canning drive, 
and BUSU has once again part-
nered with the ACCSA to com-
pete to see which school can 
raise the most food on Hallow-

een. Food will be counted as 
pound-per-person-volunteer-
ing and whichever school loses 
will have their Student Union/
Association President dye their 
hair the colours of  the winning 
school (I’ve heard that Pres. 
Nick Brown is considering dy-
ing his beard too if  ACC wins). 
All are welcome to volunteer, 
but ratified clubs wishing to 
partake in this event may earn 

$0.25 per pound of  food col-
lected.

Students are advised that 
due to scheduling conflicts 
the next regular meeting will 
not take place on it’s regularly 
scheduled date. Instead, the 
next meeting will be Monday, 
November 7th at 5:00pm in the 
CLC Boardroom.

BUSU mEEting, octoBEr 17tH

ashlyn Pearce, editor in chief

Mon. Oct. 31stSun. Oct. 30thTues. Oct. 25th Wed. Oct. 26th Thurs. Oct. 27th Fri. Oct. 28th Sat. Oct. 29th

By-election voting 
in the mingling 
area 7:00am - 
8:00pm

grad school dis-
cussion with the 
english/creative 
writing club 
in cho 104 at 
4:40pm

anthro society doc-
umentary in cho 
104 at 6:00pm

art gallery recep-
tion in glen p. 
sutherland gal-
lery at 7:00pm

science seminar se-
ries in BB 4-47 at 
3:00pm

high-Rise at the ev-
ans at 7:30pm

hot Tub Party Mas-
sacre at the evans 
at 10:00pm

piano recital in 
lorne watson 
recital hall at 
7:30pm

high-Rise at the ev-
ans at 7:30pm

high-Rise at the ev-
ans at 7:30pm

trick-or-canning 
with BUsU from 
5:00 - 8:30pm

campus calendar

On Thursday, October 27th 
the Brandon University 

Anthropological Society will be 
hosting a documentary night 
in Clark Hall room 104. From 
6:00PM to 7:30PM the Anthro-
pological Society will be show-
ing the documentary Stealing 
Mary: Last of  the Red Indians, in 
which two human skulls from 
a Scottish museum lead to a 

forensic investigation of  what 
happened to the Beothuk peo-
ple of  Newfoundland. This in-
vestigation leads to the solving 
of  a kidnapping, murder, and 
cover-up that occurred over 
200 years ago. This event will 
be BYOB, however, popcorn 
will be provided by the An-
thropological Society. We hope 
to see you there. 

antHro SociEty docUmEntary nigHt
krista Murray, Web content coordinator

Every student, regardless of  
their faculty, has to com-

plete a set of  requirements 
outlined in the Course Calen-
dar. These are the Liberal Edu-
cation Requirements and most 
students dislike the require-
ments at the best of  times. This 
isn’t to say that the require-
ments are useless, but instead 
to say the opposite: that BU 
imposes these requirements to 
ensure that students leave the 
university as well-rounded in-
dividuals. Currently the Liberal 
Education Requirements re-
quire students to take six credit 
hours in the natural sciences, 
six in the social sciences, and 
six in the humanities. 

However, BUSU is cur-
rently gearing up to ask BU to 
impose another requirement 
under this umbrella: a course 
in Indigenous studies. “The 
Indigenous course require-

ment will require all students 
enrolled at Brandon University 
to take one Indigenous focused 
course to graduate” Vice Presi-
dent External, Greg Monias 
stated. There’s no need to panic 
just yet though, as Monias has 
also expressed that the chosen 
course “may satisfy more than 
one degree requirement”. By 
this he means that if  the course 
is recognized as Indigenous fo-
cused, but is also a recognized 
humanities, social science, or 
natural science course then it 
is likely that the course would 
count for both requirements. 

Brandon University 
wouldn’t be the first institution 
to implement such a require-
ment, which makes the case 
for the addition of  an Indig-
enous course requirement even 
stronger. The University of  
Winnipeg approved the addi-
tion of  such a requirement to 

take effect as of  the 2016 fall 
term. This requirement was 
also spearheaded by students, 
and was proposed initially by 
the U of  W Students Associa-
tion. BUSU hopes to follow in 
their footsteps to ideally have a 
similar program in place start-
ing in the fall term of  2017. 
Monias notes that this is a long 
process which needs to take 
into account the individual In-
digenous cultures of  the Cree, 
Ojibwe, and Dakota peoples 
who reside in the local area, 
but this does not effect the ex-
pected timeline.

Since the implementation 
of  the requirement at U of  W, 
BUSU has found out in meet-
ings with their Student As-
sociation that there has been 
some pushback from students, 
however the institution has no 
plans currently to remove the 
requirement. 

When asked what this 
course might look like, Monias 
stated that “it would take a lot of  
consolation with the faculty, ad-
min and students, but I foresee 
it being tailored to each depart-
ment.” He cites the U of  W’s 
courses as potential examples, 
some of  which being Algon-
quian Ethnography (Anthro-
pology), Indigenous Literatures 
and Cultures (English), Coloni-
zation and Aboriginal Peoples 
(Political Science), Indigenous 
Women’s History (History and 
Women’s 
and Gen-
der Stud-
ies), and 
C r i m e , 
V i c t im-
i za t ion , 
and Jus-
tice in 
Aborigi-
nal Com-

munities (Sociology). 
When asked why BUSU 

wants to see this requirement 
in place at BU, Monias stated 
that “Many Canadians are liv-
ing without any understanding 
of  Indigenous life [...] This lack 
of  understanding promotes an 
unhealthy relationship”. It is 
their hope that these courses 
would be taught by Indigenous 
people, or people in the Indig-
enous communities whenever 
possible. 

BUSU wantS indigEnoUS coUrSE rEqUirEmEnt
ashlyn Pearce, editor in chief
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$0.25 per pound of  food col-
lected.

Students are advised that 
due to scheduling conflicts 
the next regular meeting will 
not take place on it’s regularly 
scheduled date. Instead, the 
next meeting will be Monday, 
November 7th at 5:00pm in the 
CLC Boardroom.

BUSU mEEting, octoBEr 17tH

ashlyn Pearce, editor in chief

Tues. Oct. 25th Wed. Oct. 26th Thurs. Oct. 27th Fri. Oct. 28th Sat. Oct. 29th Sun. Oct. 30th Mon. Oct. 31st

community calendar

mention “strays 
that can’t pay” at 
five guys to have 
a portion of your 
bill donated to lo-
cal shelters

karaoke at double 
decker

Billy elliot in 
wmca 7:30pm

Billy elliot in 
wmca 7:30pm

live music at the 
40, double 
decker

Book signing at 
coles (shoppers 
mall) at 1:00pm

Billy elliot in 
wmca 7:30pm

halloween parties 
at: prairie fire, 
the 40, Brown’s 
social house

trick-or-treating 
at grassroots 
grooming for kids 
and pets 1:00 - 
3:00pm

halloween party at: 
i want that stuff

safe indoor trick-
or-treating for 
kids at the shop-
pers mall 4:00 
- 5:00pm

Brandon-born film direc-
tor Krista Loughton has 

filmed a new documentary 
addressing the struggles of  
homelessness. The film, Us and 
Them, played on October 13th at 
the Landmark Cinema at 3:00 
and 7:00pm. Admission was 
one non-perishable food item, 
with all proceeds going to the 
Helping Hands Soup Kitchen.

After the 7:00pm show-
ing there was a panel discus-

sion with Loughton, Mayor of  
Brandon Rick Chrest, and sev-
eral other influential members 
of  the Brandon community. 
When asked what the average 
citizen can do to combat home-
lessness, Chrest said “There are 
numerous agencies and pro-
grams who are always in need 
of  volunteers, donations of  
food, clothing and other sup-
plies. These include Samaritan 
House Food Bank, Helping 

Hands soup kitchen, Salvation 
Army, as well as many churches 
and service clubs.” 

When asked what the City 
of  Brandon is doing for those 
without homes, Chrest said 
the “Brandon City Council is 
supporting almost every or-
ganization who are providing 
the services to homeless or 
less fortunate people in our 
community.  As well, the City 
is participating in several ini-

tiatives to provide affordable 
housing [...] Our involvement 
in the now successful efforts 
of  Brandon Urban Aboriginal 
Peoples Council (BUAPC) is 
making great strides for Ab-
original peoples in our commu-
nity. [...] These are but a few of  
the City’s involvements.”

Us and Them follows the 
stories of  four homeless peo-
ple as they begin their journey 
towards recovery from addic-

tions using the First Nations 
Medicine Wheel. Loughton is 
mentored by Hereditary Chief  
Phil Lane Jr. along the way as 
she teaches her four subjects 
how to balance on the Medi-
cine wheel. Us and Them was 
funded by an online kickstarter 
campaign. For more informa-
tion on the movie go to www.
usandthemthefilm.ca.

Brandon Film dirEctor makES docUmEntary on HomElESSnESS
nathan Mackrith, Reporter

Brandon University Fac-
ulty of  Health Studies in 

conjunction with Manitoba 
Health, Seniors and Active Liv-
ing, played host to the Mental 
Health on the Prairies (MHP) 
conference from October 12th 
– 14th. The conference featured 
nearly 35 speakers, including 
keynote speakers Victoria Max-
well, BUSU Accessibilities Di-
rector Whitney Hodgins, and 

Brandon University alumna 
Dr. Cheryl Craig.

Maxwell has over 20 years 
of  experience as an actress and 
playwright, and has used her 
own experience and recovery 
in her work. She has created a 
one-woman show that chroni-
cles her experiences living with 
a psychiatric disorder called 
Crazy For Life, and while in 
Brandon performed Just Crazy 

Talk. Maxwell’s work has been 
featured nationally as well as 
internationally in the United 
Kingdom as well as in New 
Zealand. She is the recipient 
of  multiple awards as a mental 
health advocate.

Dr. Craig also received the 
Brandon University Alumni 
Association Wall of  Fame 
Award as a part of  the October 
15th Homecoming celebration. 

Craig earned degrees in Arts 
and Education from Brandon 
University, and went on to re-
ceive a Ph.D, and currently 
works as a Professor and the 
Houston’s Endowment’s En-
dowed Chair at Texas A&M 
University.

The conference’s speakers 
provided presentations encom-
passing a wide array of  mental 
health topics, and two pan-

els were included: “Recovery 
Transformation” and “Con-
sumer & Family”. Both panels 
were designed to emphasize 
the importance of  hope and 
support as vital elements of  
recovery to those who battle 
with mental illness in their day-
to-day lives, as well as their 
support teams.

mEntal HEaltH conFErEncE
ariele kehler, assistant editor in chief

On Monday, October 17th, 
Craig Russell read from 

his new book Fragment at the 
Brandon Public Library. The 
evening was informal, fun, and 
interesting with two readings 
from the novel, with a story in 
between, and a Q&A. 

Fragment is Russell’s second 

novel and very different from 
his first. It is described by fel-
low author Robert J. Sawyer 
as “A wonderfully thoughtful 
eco-thriller from one of  Can-
ada’s best writers.” The novel 
itself  follows a small group of  
rescued scientists, the subma-
rine crew who save them, and 

a blue whale. The story deals 
with big issues such as climate 
change, disaster extinction, and 
interspecies communication in 
a vivid and engaging way. As 
Russell reads from his novel the 
story comes alive and the pow-
er of  his language is clearly felt. 
Afterwards during the Q&A he 

talked about everything from 
the effects of  global warming 
and the importance of  fiction 
in encouraging engagement 
with big issues, to writing and 
the editing process, as well as 
some of  the historical events 
that built the foundation for 
the book.

Fragment can be found in 
the Public Library as well as 
Amazon, McNally Robinson, 
and through Thistledown 
Press. Fragment promises to be 
an exciting, fascinating and en-
gaging read!

aUtHor rEadS From novEl FragmeNT 
Demeter Vaisius, Reporter

munities (Sociology). 
When asked why BUSU 

wants to see this requirement 
in place at BU, Monias stated 
that “Many Canadians are liv-
ing without any understanding 
of  Indigenous life [...] This lack 
of  understanding promotes an 
unhealthy relationship”. It is 
their hope that these courses 
would be taught by Indigenous 
people, or people in the Indig-
enous communities whenever 
possible. 

BUSU wantS indigEnoUS coUrSE rEqUirEmEnt
ashlyn Pearce, editor in chief

Early last week it was dis-
covered that the Students 

For Life club had chalked pro-
life statements around campus. 
The statements were tied to 
this club by a Twitter handle 
@bustudents4life which was 
included in the chalkings. This 
action coincides with the Pro-
Life Day of  Silent Solidarity, 
which they posted about on 
Twitter. Some of  the messages 
chalked include “Abortion? Eu-

thanasia? The Supreme Court 
legalized slavery too” and 
“Pro-Women, Pro-Child, Pro-
Life”. The group was unable to 
comment before publication.

These chalk messages 
were responded to soon after 
by a group of  students who 
wrote their own statements ei-
ther beside, or on top of, the 
original messages. Responses 
to the above noted messages 
were “Making abortion illegal 

doesn’t stop abortions, it stops 
SAFE abortions”, “Abortion 
is Legal”, and “It’s hard to be 
Pro-Woman when you’re An-
ti-Choice”. When Jenna Mc-
Donald, one of  the students 
involved in the responses, was 
asked about the situation she 
stated that they wanted to pro-
vide both sides of  the issue, 
“We want the students to know 
that it’s okay if  they’ve had an 
abortion [...] and support the 

right for individuals to choose 
and have this medical service 
safely provided to them”. 

In an open letter by the 
Women’s Collective they noted 
that some of  these original 
messages were intentionally 
inaccurate and stated that the 
stance of  the club on this issue 
was “unconstitutional”. They 
stated that “You identify your-
selves as pro-life, but we find 
that your negative implications 

and focus upon the removal of  
fetuses clearly limits you to an 
anti-abortion paradaigm.” The 
full open letter will be featured 
on thequill.ca.

BUSU President Nick 
Brown noted that “I’m glad 
that students are able to en-
gage in civil protests idealogi-
cally, and that there are people 
standing up for their rights, 
and that discourse is happen-
ing” regarding the issue.

cHalk protEStS pop Up aroUnd campUS
ashlyn Pearce, editor in chief



With so much great con-
tent this week we have 

even more online exclusives 
than usual for your entertain-
ment. 

First up is the Women’s 
Collective’s open letter to the 
Student’s For Life group in re-

gards to their chalk demonstra-
tion that took place this week. 

A report on the Student 
Journalism Conference put on 
by The Manitoban on October 
15th will be featured online. It 
was attended by three mem-
bers of  The Quill.

And lastly, there will be a 
list of  podcasts to listen to to 
help get you into the festive 
spirit of  Halloween.

All this and more can be 
found online at our website 
www.thequill.ca!

a myriad oF onlinE ExclUSivE contEnt
ashlyn Pearce, editor in chief
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Got something you want to 
sell? Looking for something 

to buy?

Students get FREE classified 
ads with The Quill!

Email us at eic@thequill.ca

 
We want you!

If  you like to write, take pictures, 
or draw things, 

you should work for The Quill!
We can offer a cool office to nap 

in and tuition rebates.

 Email us at eic@thequill.ca!
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People’s Market Place
32 13th Street

We have the furniture you need at 
the prices you can afford

(204)727-4708
visit us on Facebook at 
People’s Market Place

 
Disclaimer:

Some of  the themed articles 
in this week’s Quill reference 

fictional characters. 
Any references are made in good 
fun with the aim of  entertaining 
the students of  Brandon Uni-

versity.


