
Brandon University’s Sexual 
Assault Advisory Group 

(SAAG) took input from the 
public on a draft of  its stand-
alone sexualized violence policy 
in a series of  town hall ses-
sions over the past two weeks. 
The three sessions were held 
on Thursday, November 17th, 
Monday, November 21st, and 
Tuesday, November 22nd.

In Monday’s session, Carla 
Navid, the Sexual Violence Ed-
ucation and Prevention Coordi-
nator for Brandon University, 
claimed that the SAAG’s goal in 
implementing the policy, which 
started its development last 
May, was for all members of  
BU’s community, including stu-

dents, staff, and faculty, to be 
able to “pick up the...policy and 
see themselves in it,” and that 
“all groups are represented.”

Navid also mentioned that 
the policy, when it is imple-
mented, will be “survivor-
centred, trauma-informed, and 
gender-inclusive,” and will take 
a “two-prong approach” con-
sidering both intervention and 
prevention of  sexual violence, 
including deploying services 
and resources for sexual assault 
on campus, as well as education 
of  bystanders to deal with sex-
ual violence.

In response to a question 
of  why the university did not 
consider drafting a policy ear-

lier, Paul O’Driscoll, director 
of  the Residence Hall Program 
for the SAAG, replied, “In the 
past, we relied on the criminal 
justice system to address these 
things,” and that “late in the 
game, we realized that we need 
to do more.” He also claimed 
that the issue of  sexual violence 
“has just been enough under 
the radar that it hasn’t been ad-
dressed properly.”

The group also fielded 
concerns from the Brandon 
Women’s Resource Centre chair 
and BU political science pro-
fessor Allison McCulloch that 
the Women’s Resource Centre, 
as well as other individuals and 
organizations who had reached 

out to the committee, were not 
being consulted on the policy, 
and that “some really criti-
cal voices,” including those of  
victims, were not being heard, 
which Navid responded to by 
stating that the committee was 
formed by the university and 
that she, as a committee mem-
ber, had no part in choosing 
who was represented in it.

Brandon University’s new 
policy comes in the light of  
media coverage of  a sexual as-
sault victim being made to sign 
a behavioural contract when 
she reported the incident to the 
university in September 2015, 
as well as the provincial gov-
ernment’s Sexual Violence and 

Sexual Harassment Policies Act, 
which was tabled in October 
and, if  passed, would require 
Manitoba’s post-secondary in-
stitutions to implement sexual 
assault policies.

In the meantime, Brandon 
University has put an interim 
protocol in place detailing their 
response to sexual violence as 
long as the new policy is still 
under development, and has 
also released a statement on its 
website claiming that they “will 
not use behavioural contracts 
to address matters of  sexual 
violence or sexual assault.”

Logan Praznik, Reporter
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Sexualized Violence Policy Town Hall

sexual assault advisory group holds community consultations
clark Hall and Brandon University sign. photo credit logan praznik.
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SUDS opened this year with 
a brand new, shiny, industri-

al grade kitchen. All was well. 
However, our story quickly 
takes a dark turn: alas, there 
were no fryers! What did this 
mean for the good citizens of  
Brandon University? It meant 
no french fries, not crinkle, 
curly, or nor home. Great lam-
entations swept the popula-

tion. The campus descended 
into shadow. Protests erupted, 
maidens wept in the streets. I, 
myself  fell into the depths of  
despair. I could not eat or sleep. 
I tore my clothes and rubbed 
ash in my hair. However, light 
returned to our fair kingdom. 
Cheers rang out “the fryers are 
here! The fryers are here!”

So SUDS now has fryers, 

and not just any fryers: indus-
trial grade fryers - and a shiny 
new flat top! What does this 
mean for the land of  Brandon 
University? Well, it means that 
everyone’s favourite crispy on 
the outside, fluffy on the inside 
food has returned. The great 
and noble french fry, the no-
blest form taken by the lowly 
potato has returned. Seriously, 
if  you don’t agree with this, 
you might be a Cylon (you may 
want to get that checked out 
at Friday’s walk-in clinic over 
at the HLC, open from 9:00 
AM to 1:00 PM… you may 
also want to get your choles-
terol checked). French fries 
have returned to SUDS in both 
crinkle and curly cut form, as 
well as mozza sticks, deep fried 
pickles, mac and cheese wedg-
es, and chicken fingers. Man-
ager Trevor Venn is also look-
ing forward to adding fried 
perogies and pizza pops to the 
menu because “everything is 
better deep fried, except salad” 
according to Venn. 

The brand new fryer is in-
dustrial grade. This means fast-
er cooking times, which means 
you get your deep fried good-
ies faster and fresher. With the 
addition of  the flat top it will 
be possible to grill burgers and 
chicken burgers. 

Citizens are encouraged to 
watch for the new SUDS menu 
that will be debuting in the fu-
ture, Venn is also working on 
expanding the drink menu, 
which will be separate from the 
food menu in the future. 

At the moment SUDS is 
running a BUSU student deal, 
which gets a student a hot dog 
and a coffee or pop for the low, 
low price of  $2. 

SUDS doesn’t have a clos-
ing date just yet, they will be 
open through exams until they 
run out of  food. 

Students rejoice, the dark 
ages of  not having readily 
available deep fried food are 
over and you can satisfy your 
greasy craving at SUDS.

SudS inSTallS new FryerS
Krista Murray, Web Content Coordinator

the new fryers in sUds. photo credit Krista murray.

The annual Brandon Uni-
versity Fine Arts Associa-

tion (BUFASA) winter sale is 
currently taking place at the BU 
Glen P. Sutherland Art Gallery. 
The event is open to all fine art 
students who want to help BU-
FASA raise funds and maybe 
slip a few extra bucks into their 
pockets – and what better time 

to do that than approaching 
the winter break? Help the BU-
FASA students earn some cash 
to put towards holiday gifts (or 
groceries, or bills – student life 
can be hard) while simultane-
ous taking care of  the art lovers 
on your own list! Pieces up for 
sale include paintings, sketches, 
prints, and ceramics. 

The sale will be held over 
the course of  four days, from 
Monday, November 28th un-
til Thursday, December 1st. It 
will be open today, November 
29th, and tomorrow, Novem-
ber 30th from 10:00am until 
noon, and Thursday Decem-
ber 1st from 11:00am until 
4:00pm. For more information 

or to inquire about any specific 
pieces you may wish to obtain, 
contact curator Albyn Carias 
at albyncarias@gmail.com or 
BUFASA Chairperson Jess 
Fosty at bufasa.chair@gmail.
com. Happy shopping!

Brandon uniVerSiTy Fine arTS STudenTS winTer arT Sale
Aleca Antonakis, Reporter

On Tuesday, November 
22nd at 4:00pm, members 

of  Brandon University’s Pub-
lic Service Alliance of  Canada 
(PSAC) Local 55601, held a 
meeting in the Knowles Doug-
las Center Elephant Room. Be-
fore I go any further, you may 
be wondering: who is PSAC 
anyway and why should I care 
about their silly little meeting? 
Who is a member of  PSAC? 
According to the BU website 
“PSAC represents the Research 
Assistants, Student Ambassa-
dors, Tutors, and all other stu-
dent employees.”

The purpose of  the meet-
ing was to fill in the PSAC 
that were left vacant when the 
majority of  the PSAC execu-
tive graduated in the spring of  
2016. The other crucial part of  
this meeting was the election 

of  a team of  student nego-
tiators to help with the PSAC 
contract renegotiation happen-
ing in January of  2017. Before 
the meeting there was only 
one member on the negotiator 
team which needs at least five 
members to have the highest 
chances of  successfully nego-
tiating a favourable new con-
tract for students employed by 
Brandon University. At the No-
vember 22nd meeting, five other 
members were added to the ne-
gotiation team. The BU PSAC 
negotiation team is: Jordan 
Plante, Reid Ogilvie, Precious 
Isiber, Mark Klaphelke, Shaya 
Smith, and Ariane Sharp.

The other major need that 
was addressed at this meeting 
was the skeletal state of  the 
PSAC executive. A new BU 
PSAC president and full ex-

ecutive were elected. The new 
BU PSAC executive is: Jordan 
Plante (President), Shaya Smith 
(Vice President), Trevor Poole 
(Secretary), and Ariane Sharp 
(Treasurer).

Also, please be sure to put 
the Jazz and Poetry Slam hap-
pening at SUDS on December 
3rd from 9:00pm – 1:00am into 
your calendars. The Jazz and 
Poetry Slam is being organized 
by BU PSAC and the BU Eng-
lish and Creative Writing club 
as a way to bolster union mem-
ber activity and provide infor-
mation on PSAC and some 
much-needed distraction from 
the impending exams and final 
projects of  December. 

To view a copy of  the 
PSAC collective agreement on-
line, the interested individual 
must go to brandonu.ca, and 

under the category “Employee 
Resources”, you will see a link 
titled “Collective Agreements”. 
Click this link and you will see 
a PDF file under the category 
of  “Public Service Alliance of  
Canada Local 55601 (PSAC)
Public Service Alliance of  
Canada Local 55601 (PSAC)”. 

While browsing the Col-
lective Agreement, be sure to 
check out Articles 10.05 (ha-
rassment), 12 (work hours that 
can be expected of  students), 
13 (meal and break times), 17 
(grievance procedures), and 
19 (where and how to address 
workplace health and safety 
concerns). Be informed. Be-
come one of  “the union men 
and women standing up and 
standing strong” that Tom 
Morello sings odes of.

PuBlic SerVice alliance oF canada elecTS new execuTiVe Team
Nathan MacKrith, Reporter



Basketball took place this 
weekend in Winnipeg 

and Brandon where the Bob-
cats played exhibition games 
against the Wesmen. Both men 
and women faced tough games 
as they each got two loses. The 
Bobcats played very intensely 
in each game and lead in sever-
al quarters but never were able 
to bring home the win.

The women’s team took 
a huge loss on Friday with a 
score of  59-87, being domi-
nated in every quarter. 
On Saturday, the wom-
en played a much closer 
game and only lost by 
11 points, 70-81. The 
ladies top players of  the 
weekend include Keisha 

Cox and Mikaela Stanton, both 
with 19 points, and Lauren An-
derson with 21 points.

The men’s team played very 
well compared to the women’s. 
Friday night the men only lost 
by 10 points, 83-93. On Satur-
day, the men lost again but this 
time only by 6 points, 81-87. 
The men’s top players of  the 
weekend include Tyvon Coo-
per with 47 points, and Earl 
Thompson Jr. with 43 points.

The Basketball teams re-

cords now stand at 2-6 for the 
men and 2-6 for the women. 
The Bobcats’ next games will 
be taking place in Brandon 
next weekend against the Uni-
versity of  Fraser Valley. If  you 
would like to check out any of  
the Bobcats’ stats for yourself  
please go to the Bobcats offi-
cial website at www.gobobcats.
com. Best of  luck in your next 
games Bobcats!

Robert Killam, Senior Sports Reporter
Men and WoMen’s BasketBall

Volleyball took place this 
weekend out in Regina, 

Saskatchewan where the Bob-
cats played their 7th and 8th ex-
hibition games of  season. Both 
men and women played well 
against their opponents and 
won and lost a game.

The women’s team played a 
total of  10 sets and ultimately 
won 5 of  them, with their clos-
est match being 29-27 and fur-
thest 13-25. On Friday their 
games resulted in a 3-2 victory 
over the Huskies. Saturday’s 
game ended less fortunately 
for the women as they lost 2-3 
in a close match. The ladies top 

players of  the weekend include 
Nikala Majewski who had 37 
kills and 5 blocks, and Car-
men Ross with 18 kills and 3 
blocks.

The men’s team played 
8 sets and won half  of  them, 
their closest match was 26-24 
and there furthest match was 
25-17. Friday night the men’s 
game resulted in a 3-1 win and 
Saturday resulted in a loss of  
1-3. The men’s top players of  
the weekend include Roy Ch-
ing with 31 kills and 6 blocks, 
and Daven Pascal with 16 kills 
and 17 blocks.

The volleyball team re-

cords now stand at 5-3 for the 
men and 1-7 for the women. 
The Bobcats’ next game will be 
taking place in Brandon, where 
they will be facing off  with the 
Wesmen from Winnipeg. If  you 
would like to check out any of  
the Bobcats’ stats for yourself  
please go to the Bobcats offi-
cial website at www.gobobcats.
com. Best of  luck in your next 
games Bobcats!

Robert Killam, Senior Sports Reporter
Men and WoMen’s VolleyBall
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Tues. Nov. 29th Wed. Nov. 30th Thurs. Dec. 1st Fri. Dec. 2nd Sat. Dec. 3rd Sun. Dec. 4th Mon. Dec. 5th

sports and hlc calendar

indoor frisbee 
in the Hlc 
from 8:15 until 
10:15pm

volleyball: Bobcats 
vs wesmen at 
6:00 and 7:45pm

walk-in clinic avail-
able 9:00am - 
1:00pm

basketball: bob-
cats vs cascades 
at 6:00 and 
8:00pm, students 
get in free

Basketball: Bobcats 
vs cascades at 
5:00 and 7:00pm

Wheat Kings vs tigers
hocKey - WhL

3 - 5

The brand new fryer is in-
dustrial grade. This means fast-
er cooking times, which means 
you get your deep fried good-
ies faster and fresher. With the 
addition of  the flat top it will 
be possible to grill burgers and 
chicken burgers. 

Citizens are encouraged to 
watch for the new SUDS menu 
that will be debuting in the fu-
ture, Venn is also working on 
expanding the drink menu, 
which will be separate from the 
food menu in the future. 

At the moment SUDS is 
running a BUSU student deal, 
which gets a student a hot dog 
and a coffee or pop for the low, 
low price of  $2. 

SUDS doesn’t have a clos-
ing date just yet, they will be 
open through exams until they 
run out of  food. 

Students rejoice, the dark 
ages of  not having readily 
available deep fried food are 
over and you can satisfy your 
greasy craving at SUDS.

BoBcats

Female athlete 
oF the month

Bobcat sydney carter-squire 
was one of the instrumental play-
ers on the Bobcats women’s 
soccer team this past season, as-
sisting them in gaining a mcac 
championship. 
carter-squire played for the Bob-
cats previously, however had tak-
en a year off last year to return 
this fall with vigor and a renewed 
competitiveness for the game. as 
the goalkeeper for the soccer 
team she was able to help lead 
the Bobcats to a record standing 
of 7-0-3, having let in only three 
goals in the entire month of oc-
tober.
one of her most impressive saves 
was a penalty kick from the st. 
Boniface les rouges when the 
Bobcats were up by a single 
goal. this save was so impressive 
that after the game the kicker 
congratulated her on being so 
fast and getting to the ball.
carter-squire was a source of 
information for her fellow team-
mates this past season, directing 
people on the pitch and giving 
encouragement to her fellow 
players, especially in the league 
final. it was thanks in large part 
to carter-squire that the Bobcats 
won the league championship. Jets vs WiLd

hocKey - nhL

1 - 3

BoBcats vs husKies
voLLeyBaLL - Mens

sets
3 - 1

BoBcats vs WesMen
BasKetBaLL - Mens

83 - 93

weekly sports scoreboard

or to inquire about any specific 
pieces you may wish to obtain, 
contact curator Albyn Carias 
at albyncarias@gmail.com or 
BUFASA Chairperson Jess 
Fosty at bufasa.chair@gmail.
com. Happy shopping!

under the category “Employee 
Resources”, you will see a link 
titled “Collective Agreements”. 
Click this link and you will see 
a PDF file under the category 
of  “Public Service Alliance of  
Canada Local 55601 (PSAC)
Public Service Alliance of  
Canada Local 55601 (PSAC)”. 

While browsing the Col-
lective Agreement, be sure to 
check out Articles 10.05 (ha-
rassment), 12 (work hours that 
can be expected of  students), 
13 (meal and break times), 17 
(grievance procedures), and 
19 (where and how to address 
workplace health and safety 
concerns). Be informed. Be-
come one of  “the union men 
and women standing up and 
standing strong” that Tom 
Morello sings odes of.

Wheat Kings vs BLades
hocKey - WhL

2 - 3

Jets vs Predators
hocKey - nhL

1 - 5
Jets vs Predators

hocKey - nhL

3 - 0

BoBcats vs WesMen
BasKetBaLL - Mens

81 - 87

BoBcats vs WesMen
BasKetBaLL - WoMens

59 - 87
BoBcats vs WesMen

BasKetBaLL - WoMens

70 - 81

BoBcats vs husKies
voLLeyBaLL - Mens

sets
1 - 3

BoBcats vs husKies
voLLeyBaLL - WoMens

sets
3 - 2

BoBcats vs husKies
voLLeyBaLL - WoMens

sets
2 - 3
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I feel that it’s necessary to be-
gin this review with some 

backstory: The year is 2007, 
and my mother and I are sur-
rounded by Super Nibs, choco-
late, and chips in true Gilmore 
fashion. We were thoroughly 
obsessed with this show, and it 
was ending. Neither of  us were 
ready for it to be over. There 
were so many loose ends! Lo-
gan and Rory had just broken 
up (noooooo!), Luke and Lo-
relai had possibly just gotten 
back together, and Rory was 
about to embark on her actual, 
grown-up life.

Fast forward to earlier this 
year. The Gilmore Girls Revival 
was announced, and there was 

no way we weren’t going to 
watch. 

On November 25th, we 
were surrounded by junk food, 
and ready to watch. We’d hyped 
it up quite a bit over the months 
between announcement and 
release, and I, personally was a 
little nervous. What if  it wasn’t 
that same Gilmore amazing-
ness that I loved?

Written and directed by 
original writers/creators, hus-
band and wife team Daniel 
Palladino and Amy Sherman-
Palladino, the revival con-
sisted of  four 90 minute epi-
sodes: Winter, Spring, Summer, 
and Fall. The show opens on 
Lorelai Gilmore in the iconic 

Stars Hallow gazebo, where 
she is joined by daughter Lo-
relai ‘Rory’ Gilmore. The first 
episode felt stilted, rushed, and 
the characters were not quite 
as in sync with one another 
as I was used to. Winter fo-
cuses primarily on Lorelai and 
Rory’s relationships: with one 
another, with their significant 
others – Lorelai and Luke are 
still together! And Rory has an 
utterly forgettable boyfriend 
named… Paul? Pete? Patrick? 
– and with Gilmore matriarch, 
Emily. Lorelai’s father, Richard 
has passed away within the last 
year, and the family is learn-
ing to adjust. Winter is lovingly 
dedicated to the memory of  

the late Edward Herrman, who 
played Richard Gilmore for the 
entirety of  the show’s initial 
seven season run.

Spring and Summer reveal 
more about the Girls: Luke 
and Lorelai hit a rough patch 
that they need to work their 
way through using their words, 
a skill they’re not so good at; 
Rory needs to sort out her lack 
of  steady work, home, and re-
lationship; Emily needs to heal 
herself  after the loss of  her 
husband of  50 years.

Fall is by far my favourite: 
The Girls have gotten their 
groove back. Their easy banter 
has returned to my television 
screen, and each of  Rory’s for-

mer loves has been featured, 
however briefly. I’m still an 
adamant Rogan shipper, and 
nothing anyone tells me re-
garding that relationship will 
ever be taken seriously (unless 
it’s about how they were made 
for one another, because they 
totally were). The episode end-
ed with a wedding and a bomb 
shell that made me legitimately 
yell “THEY CAN’T DO THIS 
TO ME AGAIN!!!!” 

Currently, there are no 
plans for a second season. 
Here’s hoping the ratings are 
wonderful and the fans force 
the Palladinos’ hand for more 
of  the Gilmores, because I’m 
still not ready for it to be over.

TV reView: Gilmore Girls: A YeAr in The life (includeS SPoilerS)
Ariele Kehler, Assistant Spoiler in Chief

There are many ways to 
improve your day and 

to increase your productiv-
ity. My latest favourite is the 
Google Art Project extension 
for Google Chrome. This ex-
tension transforms your regu-
larly boring background into a 

visual delight. Each and every 
day you can enjoy a new paint-
ing or photograph, some more 
famous than others. 

This extension provides 
you with the world’s art right 
at your fingertips. If  you hate 
the day’s photo, all you have to 

do is click on the handy little 
extension button at the top of  
your browser and you can skip 
to a photo that you do like.

For those of  you who re-
ally like and understand art, 
this extension is the perfect 
way for you to appreciate your 

passion before getting down to 
business: the studying business. 
And for those of  you, like my-
self, who know nothing about 
art and therefore cannot really 
appreciate it, other than to say 
“hey those are some nice look-
ing grapes… and you know, 

people like grapes”, you can 
still enjoy it. 

So take a few moments to 
install this delightful extension 
and bring a little culture into 
your life… or don’t and con-
tinue your artless existence. I’m 
not your boss. 

STudy TiPS: GooGle arT ProjecT
Krista Murray, Web Content Coordinator



Always Open is a brand new 
show/podcast from the 

lovely Rooster Teeth (the cre-
ators of  the longest running 
web series ever, of  all time, 
Red vs Blue and the hit anime 
series RWBY). Always Open is 
hosted by Rooster Teeth’s pun-
ny and lovable Barbra Dunkel-
man. Each Thursday Barbra 
sits down for a late night chat 
with other Rooster Teeth staff  
members, and no topic is off  
limits. They talk about love, 
life, sex, and everything else in 
between. If  you are a long-time 
fan of  Rooster Teeth, you have 
an opportunity to hear stories 
from some of  the familiar fac-
es (and voices), as well as em-
ployees whose jobs keep them 
behind the scenes.  

Each episode begins 
with an opening shot. These 
drink recipes are submitted 
by fans, and the group is con-
tinuously served various cock-

tails throughout the show by 
charming bartender Texas, 
who jumps into discussions 
every now and then. The show 
is divided into segments which 
include my fi rst time and sex-
pertise, where fan submitted 
questions are answered by that 
week’s cast members.   

The only downside to lis-
tening to Always Open as a pod-
cast instead of  watching the 
videos is that you miss you on 
seeing one of  the coolest sets 
ever. Seriously, I wish this space 
actually existed as a bar. 

Unlike other Rooster Teeth 
productions, such as the Rooster 
Teeth Podcast, and On the Spot, 
Always Open is pre-recorded. 
Each episode of  Always Open 
runs from 45 minutes to 1 
hour, perfect for a quick study 
break, on your walk to and 
from school (though you may 
look a little ridiculous walking 
down the street laughing), or 

while cooking supper, you’ve 
got to eat right? 

Always Open is available to 
watch for Rooster Teeth First 
members on Thursday nights 
at 10:00pm, and comes out in 
podcast format a few days after 
airing. Also available for First 
members, and exclusive 
to the Rooster Teeth 
website, is access to the 
exclusive post-show 
Still Open. As I am not 
currently a First mem-
ber, I am unable to tell 
you what goes on dur-
ing Still Open, I can only 
imagine it is even more 
of  everything there is to 
love about Always Open. 
There are currently 9 
episodes out, and with 
episode titles like Peeing 
Your Pants, I don’t want 
to F**k you anymore, and 
Am I Into Girls Too?, 
how could you not give 

this podcast or show a try?
You can fi nd this podcast 

in whatever podcast service 
you prefer, or you can fi nd the 
full show online at rooster-
teeth.com.

PodcaST reView: AlWAYs oPen
Krista Murray, Web Content Coordinator

Dear Glow Cloud,
The end is in sight! How 

do you recommend keeping up 
morale for the last week and a 
half  of  classes when there’s so 
many good things to watch on 
Netfl ix?

Yearning for Break

Dear Yearning,
While watching movies 

and TV shows all day and night 
might sound like fun, I am ob-
ligated to advise you to study 
for your classes. A good way to 
make sure that you don’t give in 
to temptation is to disconnect 
your internet, but that comes at 
the risk of  hindering your work 
on school projects.

Because I’m omniscient 
I know that you’re still going 
to watch Netfl ix. So I’ll just 
recommend a few “education-
al” shows so that you’re not 
completely wasting your time. 
There’s Breaking Bad, where you 
learn chemistry, and Pirates of  
the Caribbean, where you learn 
about England’s History. 

Happy marathoning.
Almighty Glow Cloud 
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mer loves has been featured, 
however briefl y. I’m still an 
adamant Rogan shipper, and 
nothing anyone tells me re-
garding that relationship will 
ever be taken seriously (unless 
it’s about how they were made 
for one another, because they 
totally were). The episode end-
ed with a wedding and a bomb 
shell that made me legitimately 
yell “THEY CAN’T DO THIS 
TO ME AGAIN!!!!” 

Currently, there are no 
plans for a second season. 
Here’s hoping the ratings are 
wonderful and the fans force 
the Palladinos’ hand for more 
of  the Gilmores, because I’m 
still not ready for it to be over.

Ariele Kehler, Assistant Spoiler in Chief

“Black Friday”

Black Friday is an evil, 
consumerist day designed 

to torture poor, hapless 
retail employees. Who 

needs to shop at 6:00am? 
Why is a $19 toaster oven 
worth literally getting into 

a fi st fi ght over? What is the 
appeal?people like grapes”, you can 

still enjoy it. 
So take a few moments to 

install this delightful extension 
and bring a little culture into 
your life… or don’t and con-
tinue your artless existence. I’m 
not your boss. 

Krista Murray, Web Content Coordinator



This week the Brandon 
University Student Union 

(BUSU) is celebrating the vari-
ous services that the Union 
offers to students through a 
week-long series of  events. 

Kicking off  the event yes-
terday, Monday November 28th, 
students were invited to come 
and make paper airplanes in 
the Mingling Area from 9:30am 
until 1:30pm. Then, starting at 
2:00pm and going until 3:00pm 
those students who were espe-
cially proud of  their creations 
were able to enter their paper 
airplane into a competition to 
see who has the best paper air-
plane making skills. This day 
and its events are in celebration 
of  the Travel  and Conference 
Fee Fund and the International 
Student Identity Cards (ISIC). 
The ISIC is the only interna-
tionally recognised student ID 
and can give you discounts on 
shopping and travel both in 
Canada and around the world. 

Today, Tuesday ,November 
29th, BUSU is celebrating their 
Food Bank. In honour of  the 
food bank BUSU is offering a 
free lunch of  ramen noodles to 
all students in the Mingling Area 
in the free slot from 12:40pm 
until 1:30pm. If  you are a stu-
dent who is concerned about 

being able to purchase food for 
yourself, you are encouraged 
to go to the BUSU food bank 
where you will be provided a 
hamper of  food, no questions 
asked. The food bank is open 
on Fridays from 1:30pm until 
4:30pm. However, if  you are 
unable to make it during the 
prearranged hours, you are en-
couraged to call 204-727-9660 
or stop by the BUSU office to 
arrange an alternate pick-up 
time. Hampers for students 
contain all four food groups as 
outlined in the Canada Food 
Guide. This includes non-per-
ishable food items, a choice 
of  milk or eggs (students with 
dependent children will receive 
both milk and eggs), and a 
bread item. The food bank is 
located on the 3rd floor of  the 
KDC Building, across the hall 
from the Elephant Room. 

Wednesday November 30th 
will see BUSU celebrating their 
offered Health and Dental plan 
through Student VIP. In cel-
ebration of  the health and den-
tal plan, there will be massages 
in the Mingling Area (courtesy 
of  Robertson College and the 
Brandon University Workplace 
Wellness Task Force) which 
students were invited to prereg-
ister for last week. The massag-

es will take place from 1:00pm 
until 4:00pm. Students are also 
encouraged to wear their pa-
jamas all day to “satisfy your 
mental wellbeing”. If  you have 
any questions about the health 
and dental plan, what it covers, 
how to access your insurance 
information, or anything else, 
please go to the BUSU office 
and they will be happy to assist 
you.

Thursday, December 1st, is 
Photocopy Day. BUSU is en-
couraging students to wear only 
black and white on this day and 
they are reminding students 
that the BUSU office has the 
cheapest printing and photo-
copying prices on campus. One 
single-sided 8.5in X 11in page 
costs only $0.05 for a black and 
white copy or print, and $0.25 
for a colour copy or print. For a 
double sided page in black and 
white you will pay $0.10, and 
for the same in colour you will 
pay $0.40. More information 
on printing/copying prices can 
be found on BUSU’s website at 
www.busu.ca.

And finally to round out the 
week, on Friday ,December 2nd, 
BUSU is celebrating their Paw 
Pass which is created in part-
nership with the Assiniboine 
Community College Student 

Association (ACCSA). On this 
day students are encouraged 
to wear blue and gold to show 
their Bobcat pride, and all stu-
dents are being granted free ad-
mission to the basketball games 
taking place later in the evening. 
At 6:00pm the women’s team 
will take the court, and the men 
will follow at 8:00pm. Both 
teams are facing off  against 
the University of  Fraser Valley 
Cascades in the Healthy Living 
Centre. 

In ad-
dition to 
all of  the 
events that 
s t u d e n t s 
are en-
couraged 
to take part 
in through-
out the 
w e e k , 
B U S U 
will also 
be adding 
some addi-
tional en-
t icement: 
when you 
participate 
in any of  
the afore-
mentioned 
activities, 

you will have the opportunity 
to enter into a draw for a prize 
package. However, if  you do 
not have time to attend the 
event, you can also enter into 
the draw in the BUSU office. 
You can enter every day, and 
the more you enter your name, 
the more likely you are to win 
the prize package. Good luck, 
BU! 

STudenT union celeBraTeS SerViceS oFFered
Ashlyn Pearce, Editor in Chief
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Mon. Dec. 5thSun. Dec. 4thTues. Nov. 29th Wed. Nov. 30th Thurs. Dec. 1st Fri. Dec. 2nd Sat. Dec. 3rd

massages in the 
mingling area (by 
appointment)

pajama day - be 
cozy!

free ramen in 
the mingling 
area 12:40pm - 
1:30pm

bu big band con-
cert in the lorne 
watson recital 
Hall at 8:00pm

photocopy day - 
wear black and 
white!

Keyboard accom-
paniment final re-
cial in the lorne 
watson recital 
Hall at 12:30pm

Grad student recital 
in the lorne wat-
son recital Hall at 
7:00pm

Sing Street at the 
evans at 7:30pm

Graffiti social in 
sUds 10:00pm - 
2:00am

Sing Street at the 
evans at 7:30pm

student recital in 
the lorne watson 
recital Hall at 
8:00pm

Jazz and poetry Jam 
in sUds 9:00pm - 
1:00am

student ensemble 
piano concert in 
the lorne watson 
recital Hall at 
4:00pm

Sing Street at the 
evans at 7:30pm

campus calendar

Do you enjoy the smell of  
freshly printed books? 

Would you consider Winston 
Smith or Severus Snape closer 
companions than your room-
mate? Can you use words like 
“inimical” or “contumacious” 
in a sentence without it sound-
ing clunkily awkward? If  you 
answered yes to any or all of  
these questions, have I got a 
club for you!

Professor Deanna Smid of  
Brandon University’s English 
department, who started as a 
professor at BU in the fall of  

2014, has been instrumental in 
the revitalization of   the BU 
English and Creative Writing 
Club. This fall the club received 
it’s official status as a club.

Professor Smid is deeply 
passionate about English litera-
ture “because words are joyous, 
playful, powerful, and transfor-
mative. The right words in the 
right combinations can topple 
governments, can change the 
nature of  society, and can make 
a person fall in love. And that 
is also why current and future 
BU students should care about 

English lit: because words mat-
ter. Studying and creating Eng-
lish literature helps us to under-
stand ourselves and our needs, 
and it can help us to ‘read’ and 
understand the world around 
us. More pragmatically, study-
ing and creating English litera-
ture makes us become more 
organized and thoughtful as 
we seek to comprehend and 
explain complicated ideas in an 
understandable fashion. And if  
we know how to use commas 
correctly, that’s an asset too.”

Anyone who would like 

more information on the 
club and its upcoming events 
can contact professor Smid 
at: Smidd@brandonu.ca, or 
can join the Facebook group 
“English and Creative Writing 
Club”. 

BU ECWC has two events 
coming up in early Decem-
ber. On December 3rd, 2016 at 
5:00pm in the Knowles Doug-
las Center Elephant Room 
there will be a Spoken Word 
Writing Workshop. The work-
shop will feature Winnipeg 
Poet Mason Kanne as the in-

structor. Born in Winnipeg, but 
raised in Thompson, Kanne is 
a quiet poet with a voice you’ll 
remember. An active member 
of  the Winnipeg Spoken Word 
community, he’s been perform-
ing at open mics and showcases 
in Winnipeg for the last 8 years, 
the last 6 years spent focused 
on Slam Poetry and his band 
Nosamada.

On December 3rd, BU 
ECWC is partnering with BU 
PSAC to host the Jazz and 
Poetry Slam at SUDS from 
9:00pm to 1:00am. 

FeaTure cluB: enGliSH and creaTiVe wriTinG cluB
Nathan MacKrith, Reporter



On Thursday, November 
24th, the Brandon com-

munity recognized the Trans-
gender Day of  Remembrance. 
The Day was founded in 1999 
by transwoman Gwendolyn 
Ann Smith to honour Rita 
Hester. Hester was killed sim-
ply for living the life she was 
born to lead, as a woman rather 
than as her birth gender. Since 

its inception, the Transgender 
Day of  Remembrance has been 
grown from its initial web-
based movement to a physical 
day of  action in communities. 

The Brandon community 
held their day of  action at the 
Knox United Church, located 
on the corner of  18th St. and 
Victoria Ave. At the service, 
there was a long list of  trans-

gender men and women who 
have been killed in hate crimes 
through 2016. While no Cana-
dian names were on the list, co-
ordinator Isaiah Lamontagne 
noted that it is still an impor-
tant reminder of  the challenges 
that the Westman transgender 
community goes through. 

“We are a community, 
and our community stretches 

beyond our borders,” she 
said in an interview with 
The Brandon Sun. “It is 
important for us to ac-
knowledge our global 
family, because we are 
part of  that global family. 
When one of  us dies we 
all hurt.”

The keynote speaker 
at Thursday’s service was 
Kathy Bull, a mother fig-
ure in Brandon’s trans-
gender community. Bull 
began her activism when 
she witnessed the trials 
that transgender people 

must face, as she watched her 
son go through them after he 
told her he identified as trans-
gender. She and her husband 
Ed accepted their son with 
open arms, but recognize with 
broken hearts that not all those 
who identify as trans, particu-
larly teenagers, have the sup-
port of  their parents.

While trans rights have 
come a long way in the last 17 
years since the first Transgen-
der Day of  Remembrance, La-
montagne says that there is still 
a long way to go in some areas, 
particularly healthcare and the 
understanding of  healthcare 
professionals. Gender reassign-
ment surgeries are still elective 
and cosmetic, which are not 
covered under insurance de-
spite the mental trauma that 
body dysphoria can inflict on 
those who identify as transgen-
der, for example.

Brandon University was 
commended for the steps that 

are being taken to be a more 
inclusive environment, such 
as the construction of  gender 
neutral washrooms and the 
safe spaces the University pro-
vides. For those members of  
the BU community who iden-
tify as transgender, gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, asexual, two-spirited, 
queer, or any other gender 
or sexuality-based identifica-
tion, the LGBTTQ* Collective 
on campus has an open door 
– contact them at lgbtcollec-
tive@busu.ca, check out their 
website at www.bulgbttq.com, 
or just drop by! The Collective 
office is located on the second 
floor of  the Knowles-Douglas 
Centre, right above the BUSU 
office. If  you’d like to see 
change on campus, and help 
advocate for gender and sexu-
ality-based rights, there is still a 
Director chair open on BUSU 
– see them or email VPE Greg 
Monias at vpe@busu.ca for 
more information!

TranSGender day oF rememBrance
Ariele Kehler, Assistant Editor in Chief
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Tues. Nov. 29th Wed. Nov. 30th Thurs. Dec. 1st Fri. Dec. 2nd Sat. Dec. 3rd Sun. Dec. 4th Mon. Dec. 5th

community calendar

Madagascar: A Mu-
sical Adventure 
in the wmca at 
7:00pm

tree of memories 
at central united 
church at 7:00pm

karaoke at double 
decker

Madagascar: A Mu-
sical Adventure 
in the wmca at 
7:00pm

live music at the 
40, double 
decker, lady of 
the lake

Madagascar: A Mu-
sical Adventure 
in the wmca at 
2:00 and 7:00pm

live music at the 
40, double 
decker

winter whiteout so-
cial at roadhouse

On November 22nd and 
23rd, the Royal Moscow 

ballet teamed up with local 
dance studio, Dance Images, 
to perform The Nutcracker for 
two shows. The shows took 
place at the Westman Centen-
nial Auditorium at 7:00pm 
each night. The Moscow Ballet 
is a renowned Russian dance 
company that teams up 
with a variety of  dance 
companies all over the 
world. 

The Royal Mos-
cow Ballet (United 
States) is one of  many 
ballet companies as-
sociated with the pres-
tigious name, and is 
based in the United 
States. It tours Canada 
and the US each holi-
day season perform-
ing The Nutcracker. As 

is traditional for the company, 
the first act of  the play is the 
classic Nutcracker performance, 
with the second act being in the 
Land of  Peace and Harmony 
rather than visiting the Sugar 
Plum Fairy. This is in keeping 
with the company’s well-known 
theme of  international and cul-
tural unity.

The Brandon show was ex-
tremely well polished, with the 
chorography and set designs 
being well put together and 
of  high quality. The costumes 
were very well suited to the 
play, covered in glittering se-
quins and kept in the theme of  
The Nutcracker’s setting. The 
one thing that stood out was 

the projected Christmas tree: it 
was 3D, and it kept growing un-
til it reached the ceiling of  the 
Nutcracker’s palace. Another 
interesting thing was when fake 
snow poured down from the 
ceiling for outdoor scenes. 

The show was two hours 
long with one intermission. 
There was merchandise that 

was sold in the foyer of  the au-
ditorium, including a ballet bag, 
dolls, score music books, etc. 
The ballerina who had played 
Clara, soloist Liudmila Titova 
came out during the intermis-
sion for taking pictures with 
anyone who wanted one with 
her, which was around $20.00 
per photo. 

royal moScow BalleT PreSenTS: The nuTcrAcker
Aleca Antonakis

dancers in The Nutcracker. photo credit aleca antonakis.



The Quill is planning to 
host their regular holiday 

writing contest. Any interested 
parties must submit an unpub-
lished piece of  original fiction 
to the Editor at eic@thequill.
ca. 

The theme of  the contest 
this year is snow, but we ask 

that writers please keep to a 
nondenominational subject, 
and that the stories be political-
ly correct. Submissions should 
be 400-600 words in length.

The prize for the winning 
story is publication credit, a $10 
SUDS gift card (courtesy of  
SUDS), and $50 CASH (from 

an anonymous donor)! The 
deadline for submission is De-
cember 6th, after which a group 
of  Quill staff  will select the top 
two stories. First place will be 
published in The Quill on De-
cember 13th, and the runner up 
will be featured on our website 
www.thequill.ca. 

reminder: Holiday wriTinG conTeST
Ashlyn Pearce, Editor-in-Chief

 
Desks For Sale

Are you looking for a gently 
used desk? The Quill has some 
for sale! Stop by our office or 

email for more info!

2nd Floor KDC
eic@thequill.ca

Quill claSSiFiedS
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HIPPY Hour 

Fridays at Lady of  the Lake

5-6pm 2 Tacos for $5, 
Martinis $5

  
Also, sing for your supper! Call 

726-8785 for music booking and 
more information. 

Open till 10:00 Friday evening.

 
We want you!

If  you like to write, take 
pictures,or draw things, 

you should work for The Quill!
We can offer a cool office to nap 

in and tuition rebates.

 Email us at eic@thequill.ca!
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People’s Market Place
32 13th Street

We have the furniture you need at 
the prices you can afford

(204)727-4708
visit us on Facebook at 
People’s Market Place


