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A report by Brandon Univer-
sity’s Rural Development 

Institute released in September 
of  last year detailing the state of  
rural Internet service in Mani-
toba has found new relevance 
in light of  a declaration by the 
Canadian Radio-television and 
Telecommunications Commis-
sion (CRTC).

On December 21st, 2016, 
the CRTC set targets for basic 
telecommunications in Canada, 
including a download speed of  
50 megabits per second (Mbps) 
and a 10 Mbps upload speed, 
as well as options for unlimit-
ed data consumption for fixed 
broadband Internet services, 
and “the latest mobile wireless 
technology” made available 
for homes and businesses, and 
along major Canadian roads, 
which the governmental orga-
nization drew out in a press re-

lease the same day.
The CRTC also established 

a fund to support Internet in-
frastructure-related projects in 
areas not meeting the set tar-
gets, which would make up to 
$750 million available to fund 
these projects.

In a December 22nd press 
release, Wayne Kelly, research 
associate at the RDI, stated, 
“We have to view [broadband] 
as necessary infrastructure, 
like building and maintaining 
roads...This will continue to be 
increasingly vital to the health 
and competitiveness of  our ru-
ral communities as standards 
increase nationally and world-
wide.”

The RDI’s report, titled 
“State of  Rural Information 
and Communications Tech-
nologies in Manitoba,” lists 
several benefits to increasing 

rural broadband coverage in 
Manitoba, including attracting 
and retaining population, en-
abling rural economic develop-
ment through personal access 
to online businesses, increasing 
health system benefits from on-
line health services, and others.

The report claims that both 
broadband Internet access and 
use in rural areas should be 
improved simultaneously, with 
several recommended actions 
for each, including providing 
incentives for Internet service 
providers to expand their net-
works and encouraging local 
businesses and organizations 
to invest in broadband infra-
structure to improve access, 
while establishing broadband 
plans with higher standards for 
connection speed, supporting 
development of  digital literacy, 
and ensuring the development 

of  local content in rural mu-
nicipalities for the Internet to 
improve use.

Kelly elaborated on the du-
ality in the press release, stating, 
“Everybody treats broadband 
with a mentality of  build it and 
they will come...What we’re 
finding, though, is that there is 
a need to encourage use so that 
people can fully take advantage 
of  the availability of  high-speed 
Internet.”

The report selects Fibre to 
the Premise (FTTP), a system 
of  broadband infrastructure 
consisting of  fibre-optic cables 
that run directly to homes and 
businesses, as the most viable 
option for supplying rural com-
munities with broadband Inter-
net, claiming, “[FTTP] provides 
the best broadband connection 
currently available and is the 
only infrastructure that can al-

ready meet foreseeable future 
data needs,” over other infra-
structures such as dial-up, sat-
ellite, DSL, and wireless Inter-
net.

However, the report re-
fers to Next Generation Ac-
cess standards for broadband, 
which it pegs at 25 Mbps 
download and 3 Mbps upload, 
falling short of  the CRTC’s re-
cent targets, though surpassing 
their old target of  5 Mbps and 
the report’s own standard of  
“moderate broadband,” set at 
1.5 Mbps.

The RDI’s report, along 
with a research brief, can be 
read in full at www.brandonu.
ca/rdi/publication/research-
brief-state-of-rural-informa-
tion-and-communication-tech-
nologies-in-manitoba/.

Logan Praznik, Web Content Coordinator

rural development institute investigates rural broadband coverage
computer ethernet connection ports. photo credit logan praznik.

CRTC DeClaRes BRoaDBanD a BasiC seRviCe
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Coming into the winter se-
mester several changes 

were made to Brandon Uni-
versity’s electronic waiting list 
system. 

First, you only have one 
opportunity to register once 
a spot becomes available. You 
will be provided with a time 
frame, and if  you do not re-
spond within this time frame 
your name will be removed 
from the waiting list. Should 
this happen and you want to be 
placed back on the waiting list, 
you must register once again 
through the online course reg-
istration system, or by contact-
ing finance and registration. 

Second, if  a seat becomes 
available you will be notified 
at any time. Previously notifi-
cations were only sent during 
business hours, causing difficul-
ties for students. Now notifica-
tions are sent out immediately 
to your BU email account. 

Finally, you must meet all 
prerequisites in order to receive 
an offer of  a seat. If  you do not 
have the required prerequisites 
when your name comes to the 
top of  the waiting list you will 
be notified that you are not eli-
gible to register, your name will 
be removed from the list. You 
may contact the course instruc-
tor or the departmental chair to 

further discuss the situation. 
It cannot be stressed 

enough that you check your 
Brandon University email ac-
count.

 This is where emails relat-
ing to waiting lists will be sent, 
including the offer to a seat or 
notifications relating to your 
removal from a waiting list. 

In the event that you do 
not check this email account on 
a regular basis, consider hav-
ing your BU emails forwarded 
to your regular email account. 
This is a life saver. Simply log 
in to your BU email account, 
go to settings, mail, forwarding, 
and enter the email address you 

wish to have your BU emails 
forwarded to. 

Should you wish to view 
your position on the waiting 
list, or remove yourself  from 
a waiting list, simply log in to 
your student information ac-
count, go to registration, and 
select the waiting list menu. 

For further information 
check the waiting list infor-
mation page at brandonu.ca. 
Should you need to contact 
Finance and Registration you 
may do so by calling 204-727-
9724 or by emailing finreg@
brandonu.ca.

Changes MaDe To eleCTRoniC waiTing lisTs 
Krista Murray, Layout Editor

The Brandon University 
community will be cel-

ebrating its diverse population 
in a professional capacity this 
year. On December 5th, 2016, 
Brandon University announced 
via press release that it will be 
the 2017 host of  the Black 
Canadian Studies Association 
(BCSA) Conference. The con-
ference is held every two years, 
and is designed to promote 
dialogue, critical reflection, and 
broad engagement regarding 
developments involving the 
Black community in Canada, 
the Indigenous communities 
in Canada, as well as how other 

communities relate to them.
The title of  the 2017 confer-

ence is “Blackness, Indigeneity, 
Colonialism, and Confedera-
tion: 21st Century Perspective”, 
and will take place from May 
11th–14th. With 2017 marking 
the 150th anniversary of  Cana-
da’s confederation, the confer-
ence theme will help to drive 
the discussion toward what this 
milestone means to the diverse 
Black community in respect to 
their achievements, challeng-
es, and contributions to the 
country. The organizers of  the 
BCSA Conference anticipate 
between 200-300 participants 

to attend, whom Brandon Uni-
versity welcomes warmly. The 
last BCSA Conference was held 
in 2015 at Dalhousie University 
in Halifax.

“I had the honour of  being 
an invited speaker at the 2015 
conference, and I am tremen-
dously pleased that Brandon 
University will host this presti-
gious event for 2017,” said Dr. 
Gervan Fearon, BU’s President 
and Vice-Chancellor in the De-
cember 5th press release.

The call for papers and 
presentations has been put out 
to members of  the Black and 
Indigenous communities, and a 

schedule of  speakers should be 
available in the coming months. 
The topics expected to be dis-
cussed include the differences 
and similarities between Black 
and Indigenous Canadians with 
regard to colonialism, Black 
arts and artists, and Black ag-
ricultural advancement. While 
the topics are specific to the 
Black community, the discus-
sion of  them benefits all Ca-
nadians in expanding diverse 
view points.

BlaCk CanaDian sTuDies assoCiaTion ConfeRenCe aT Bu 
Ariele Kehler, Assistant Editor-in-Chief

Whether you’re looking for 
a new job now, or antici-

pate that you’ll be looking for 
a new job in the near future or 
after you graduate, the Career 
Planning and Placement Of-
fice has everything you need to 
make sure that your application 
stands out amongst the many 
others competing against it. 

For students who are 
considering applying to the 
Education Faculty for an after 
degree, Career Planning has 
you covered. Tuesday, January 
10th, and Wednesday, January 
11th, will see the office hold a 
workshop helping students to 
fill out their applications cor-
rectly to make sure that your 
chance of  acceptance is as 
high as possible. The Tuesday 
workshop starts at 12:40pm 
and runs until 1:30pm in the 
free slot, while the Wednesday 
workshop runs from 1:40pm 
until 2:30pm. Fear not if  you 

are unable to attend either of  
these sessions, however, as the 
Completing Your Education 
Application Package workshop 
will return for two more ses-
sions on Tuesday, January 31st, 
from 12:40pm to 1:30pm and 
Wednesday, February 1st, from 
1:40pm to 2:30pm. 

Are you concerned about 
finding a summer job that will 
cater to your interests? For the 
career-concerned student, the 
Career Planning and Place-
ment office offers a Finding 
Your Summer Job session, the 
first of  which will take place 
on Tuesday, January 24th, from 
12:40pm until 1:30pm. A re-
peat of  this session is sched-
uled to take place on Wednes-
day, March 1st, from 1:40pm 
until 2:30pm.

Is your resume in dire need 
of  an update? The How To 
Write Your Resume & Cover 
Letter session will likely be of  

some assistance to you. The 
first session on this topic takes 
place on Wednesday, February 
8th, from 1:40pm until 2:30pm. 
A second session is scheduled 
for Tuesday, March 14th, from 
12:40pm until 1:30pm for 
those who are unable to attend 
the first iteration.

For the student who is con-
cerned about their social media 
presence, and its effect on their 
employability, there is the Man-
aging Your Social Media Pres-
ence session, set to take place 
on Wednesday, February 15th, 
from 1:40pm until 2:30pm. 
There will only be one iteration 
of  this session, so make sure to 
attend it if  you are interested.

Once your resume has 
won over your potential boss 
enough to warrant an inter-
view, you may be concerned 
that your interviewing skills 
aren’t as impressive as you’d 
like. Fear not, for the session 

on Preparing For Your Inter-
view has you covered. Sched-
uled for Wednesday, Febru-
ary 22nd, from 1:40pm until 
2:30pm, feel free to attend this 
session. If  you are unable to, a 
second session will be held on 
Wednesday, March 22nd, from 
1:40pm until 2:30pm.

And lastly, for the student 
who is trying to work on their 
long-term plan: Planning Your 
Career. This session will oc-
cur only once, on Wednesday, 
March 8th, from 1:40pm until 
2:30pm.

If  you’d like further infor-
mation on any of  the sched-
uled workshops, or the Career 
Planning and Placement Of-
fice and how it can help you, 
contact the Career Planning/
Placement Officer by calling 
204-727-9651 or by emailing 
pople@brandonu.ca.

CaReeR Planning anD PlaCeMenT woRkshoPs
Ashlyn Pearce, Editor-in-Chief



Gladwyn Scott had a mas-
sive impact on sports 

across Manitoba, not only be-
ing a multi-talented player of  
various sports but also a great 

coach and leader. Scott was 
raised on a small farm in Mc-
Connell, Manitoba, and it was 
there with the support of  his 
family he learned the value 

of  hard work and persistence. 
Scott would come to Brandon 
College and play with the Caps 
for three different seasons, in 
the years 1953-1954, 1959-

1961. Being on both the 
football and hockey team 
was challenging, but Scott 
always looked forward to 
games and practices.

Scott helped win 
the Southwest Hockey 
League’s regular season 
Pennance with a 19-6 re-
cord, and tied for third 
with 47 points in his 
1960-1961 year. Scott has 
earned many prestigious 
awards for his hard work, 
and after University found 
himself  serving 60 years 
in the public school sys-
tem. He taught in Hami-
ota and Carman, but later 
became a school division 

superintendent. Scott made 
sure sports were prominent in 
the schools and communities 
where he worked, showing ex-
pert coaching skills in Hamiota 
when he coached seven pro-
vincial championship teams.

Scott was a co-founder of  
the Manitoba High Schools 
Athletic Association, a system 
in which many young students 
find valuable skills, and build 
long lasting relationships. 
Scott’s contributions have re-
sulted with him being recog-
nized on many Hall of  Fames 
across the Manitoba sporting 
world, including our own at 
BU.

Congratulations on your 
long list of  accomplishments, 
and may we all strive to partake 
in the level of  participation 
and dedication, which you have 
brought into all aspects of  life.

aluMni sPoRTs sPoTlighT
Robert Killam, Senior Sports Reporter

Volleyball took place this 
weekend in Brandon 

where the Bobcats played their 
11th and 12th exhibition games 
of  the season. This is the teams 
first games of  the new year, but 
while the women had a month 
long break the men had a tour-
nament in Waterloo on De-
cember 29th-31st. Unfortuantely 
the games this weekend ended 
with loses across the board for 
both Bobcats teams.

The women’s team played 
a total of  6 sets and lost each 
one, with their closest score 
being 19-25, and furthest score 
9-25. Both games on Friday 
and Saturday resulted in clean 
sweeps for the Panda’s where 
the University of  Alberta 
owned every moment on the 

court. The womens’ top players 
of  the weekend include Nikala 
Majewski who had 17 kills and 
1 block, and Jodie Baker with 9 
kills and 1 block.

The men’s team played 8 
sets in total, winning only 2 
sets and losing both games, 
with their closest set being 22-
25 and there furthest set being 
10-25. The Bobcats struggled 
on Friday, getting pounded all 
three sets, and had a much bet-
ter game on the Saturday. The 
game Saturday went to a 5th and 
final set where the men took a 
loss of  6-15. The mens’ top 
players of  the weekend include 
Roy Ching with 31 kills and 6 
blocks, and Matt Powell with 
10 kills and 6 blocks.

The volleyball team records 

now stand at 7-5 for the men 
and 2-10 for the women.

The Bobcats next game 
will be taking place in Bran-
don on January 12th-13th where 
they will be facing off  with the 
University of  Regina. If  you 

would like to check out any of  
the Bobcats’ stats please go to 
their official website at www.
gobobcats.com. Better luck in 
your next games teams!

Robert Killam, Senior Sports Reporter
BoBCaTs aT hoMe: new YeaR, Tough ResulTs
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forwarded to. 
Should you wish to view 

your position on the waiting 
list, or remove yourself  from 
a waiting list, simply log in to 
your student information ac-
count, go to registration, and 
select the waiting list menu. 

For further information 
check the waiting list infor-
mation page at brandonu.ca. 
Should you need to contact 
Finance and Registration you 
may do so by calling 204-727-
9724 or by emailing finreg@
brandonu.ca.
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hocKey - WhL
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BoBcats vs cougars
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sets
0 - 3
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hocKey - nhL
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0 - 3

Thurs. Jan. 12th Fri. Jan. 13th Sat. Jan. 14th

sports and hlc calendar
Sun. Jan. 15th

futsal: bobcats vs 
cougars, acc at 
6:00 and 7:30pm

Wed. Jan. 11th

Volleyball: bobcats 
vs cougars, hlc at 
noon and 1:45pm

walk-in clinic avail-
able 9:00am - 
1:00pm

Basketball: Bobcats 
vs cougars, hlc at 
noon and 2:00pm

Volleyball: bobcats 
vs cougars, hlc at 
6:00 and 7:45pm

Volleyball: cougars vs 
pilots, acc at 6:00 
and 7:30pm

Hockey: wheat Kings 
vs ice, westman 
place at 7:30pm

Basketball: Bobcats 
vs cougars, hlc at 
4:00 and 7:00pm

Volleyball: cougars vs 
pilots, acc at noon 
and 1:30pm

Hockey: wheat Kings 
vs ice, westman 
place at 7:30pm

Hockey: wheat Kings 
vs americans, 
westman place at 
7:00pm

Wheat Kings vs hitMen
hocKey - WhL

8 - 4

Jets vs Panthers
hocKey - nhL

4 - 1
Jets vs saBres

hocKey - nhL

3 - 4

canada vs usa
hocKey - WorLd Juniors

4 - 5

schedule of  speakers should be 
available in the coming months. 
The topics expected to be dis-
cussed include the differences 
and similarities between Black 
and Indigenous Canadians with 
regard to colonialism, Black 
arts and artists, and Black ag-
ricultural advancement. While 
the topics are specific to the 
Black community, the discus-
sion of  them benefits all Ca-
nadians in expanding diverse 
view points.

on Preparing For Your Inter-
view has you covered. Sched-
uled for Wednesday, Febru-
ary 22nd, from 1:40pm until 
2:30pm, feel free to attend this 
session. If  you are unable to, a 
second session will be held on 
Wednesday, March 22nd, from 
1:40pm until 2:30pm.

And lastly, for the student 
who is trying to work on their 
long-term plan: Planning Your 
Career. This session will oc-
cur only once, on Wednesday, 
March 8th, from 1:40pm until 
2:30pm.

If  you’d like further infor-
mation on any of  the sched-
uled workshops, or the Career 
Planning and Placement Of-
fice and how it can help you, 
contact the Career Planning/
Placement Officer by calling 
204-727-9651 or by emailing 
pople@brandonu.ca.
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Here’s a countdown of  
some of  the weirdest hol-

idays happening this week, and 
what you can do to celebrate 
them if  you’re feeling particu-
larly festive. 

January 10th is Cut Your 
Energy Costs Day. You can 
celebrate by turning down the 
heat when you’re not at home, 
making sure lights are turned 
off  when you don’t need them 
to be on, and cooking with lids 
on your pots and pans.

January 11th is Learn Your 

Name in Morse Code Day. 
Morse code is a way to trans-
mit messages via signals, with 
characters being represented 
by a sequence of  dots and 
dashes. A quick Google search 
will bring up many cheat sheets 
displaying the corresponding 
dots and dashes for each letter, 
which should help you learn 
your name in this now nearly 
defunct language. And while 
you’re at it, why not learn the 
internationally recognized dis-
tress signal: SOS? 

January 12th is Marzipan 
Day. Marzipan is a confection 
made from ground almonds 
and honey (or with sugar with 
almond oil or extract). You can 
celebrate by trying to make 
your own marzipan (or buy 
some pre-made marzipan) and 
shape it into fun treats. 

January 13th is Make Your 
Dreams Come True Day. This 
unofficial holiday’s origins are 
unknown, but don’t let that 
stop you from using this day 
to work towards fulfilling your 

dreams, whatever they may be.
January 14th is Organize 

Your Home Day. Even if  you 
don’t have a lot of  spare time 
this Saturday, take a few min-
utes to tidy up your work or 
relaxation area so that you can 
be more productive and less 
stressed later on when utilizing 
these areas.

January 15th is Strawberry 
Ice Cream Day. Despite the 
cold weather outside, there’s 
nothing quite like a bowl of  
ice cream. Pick some up at the 

grocery store, or stop by Dairy 
Queen, for a treat this week-
end. 

January 16th is Nothing 
Day, a holiday started by news-
paper columnist Harold Pull-
man Coffin in 1973. This un-
orthodox holiday exists to give 
you a day off, where you can do 
nothing, and harbour no guilt 
about your lack of  productiv-
ity. 

What holidays will you be 
celebrating? Tweet your cel-
ebrations to us @QuillBU!

BizaRRe holiDaYs This week...
Ashlyn Pearce, Editor-in-Chief

I for one find it impossible 
to remember everything 

that I need to accomplish in a 
day. Previous experiences have 
shown that trying to remember 
everything without making a list 
is a terrible, terrible idea, with 
terrible, terrible consequences. 
This is where the lifesaving ap-
plication Wunderlist comes to 
the rescue. 

Wunderlist is a free service 
that allows you to create lists 
for yourself, or share them with 
your colleagues, friends, and 
family. This includes everything 

from must-see upcoming mov-
ies, to grocery lists and group 
projects. Not only that, you can 
also create folders to group rel-
evant lists together, and within 
these lists it is possible to create 
subtasks and add notes. If  you 
are concerned about missing a 
deadline all you need to do is 
set a due date or a reminder. 
Wunderlist is perfect for those 
who have made the decision 
reduce the amount of  paper 
they use. However, they do not 
discriminate against those who 
love hard copies, with the click 

of  a button it is possible to 
print selected lists, and email-
ing lists is also an option. Did 
I mention you can also attach 
files to your lists? Well you can, 
a particularly handy function 
for group projects.  

In addition to these fun 
lists making features, Wunder-
list also has several relaxing 
backgrounds for you to choose 
from. Everything from neutral 
soothing colours, to puppies 
and kitties, architecture, and 
nature. Now there is no reason 
to feel any anxiety when con-

fronted with a daunting list. 
As with most services these 

days Wunderlist has a Pro ver-
sion, available for the low, low 
price of  $4.99 per month. With 
the Pro version, you are provid-
ed with space for unlimited files, 
can assign unlimited to-dos, as 
well as unlimited subtasks, plus 
10 extra backgrounds (these 
are cleverly listed after the free 
backgrounds to tempt you into 
paying that $4.99 per month). 
Instead of  the free 5mb per 
file, 25 assign to-dos, and 25 
subtasks per to-do list offered 

with the free version. This ap-
plication is user-friendly and 
intuitive. Wunderlist is available 
on all Mac products, including 
the Apple Watch, as well as for 
Android, Windows phones, in 
your web browser, and on the 
Kindle Fire. Stay productive. 

sTuDY TiPs: Wunderlust
Krista Murray, Layout Editor

If  you’ve been meaning to 
check out some of  the clubs 

or fitness classes at the Healthy 
Living Centre then now is your 
time to do so. This week, Janu-
ary 9th through the 15th, the 
Healthy Living Centre is of-
fering free admittance to all of  
their fitness classes and clubs 
in an effort to draw in mem-
bers who might like to take 
the class, but aren’t quite sure 
if  they would enjoy it or not. 
And this isn’t just for students 
either, anyone and everyone is 
welcome to try out all the HLC 
has to offer this week. 

Here is a list of  the avail-
able intramurals, clubs, and 
classes that you can partake in 
at the HLC:

Adult Co-Ed Basket-
ball: register individually, or as 
part of  a team; only students 
are accepted in this program; 
league games are Mondays 
and Wednesdays 7:30-9:30pm 
in the Henry Champ Gym; all 
skill levels accepted; registra-
tion is free.

Adult Co-Ed Volleyball: 
register individually; only stu-
dents are accepted in this pro-

gram; league games are Mon-
days 6:00-7:30pm in the Henry 
Champ Gym; all skill levels ac-
cepted; registration is free.

Adult Co-Ed Floor 
Hockey: register individually; 
only students are accepted into 
this program; league games are 
Tuesdays 6:00-7:30pm in the 
Henry Champ Gym; all skill 
levels accepted; registration is 
free.

Shred and Shine Boot-
camp: maximize your workout 
in a short amount of  time; stu-
dents and non-students are ac-
cepted; class runs on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 6:45-7:45pm in 
the Mezzanine; student regis-
tration costs $28.57 +tax.

Zumba: get in shape by 
dancing to Latin and Interna-
tional music; students and non-
students accepted; class runs 
Wednesdays 6:00-7:00pm in 
the Mezzanine; no prior expe-
rience necessary, all skill levels 
accepted; student registration 
is free.

Fundamentals of  Yoga: 
yoga geared towards beginners; 
students and non-students ac-
cepted; all skill levels welcome; 

class runs Mondays 6:00-
7:00pm in the Mezzanine; stu-
dent registration costs $19.05 
+tax.

Yoga Flow: a slower paced 
yoga focusing on the basics of  
breathing and movement; stu-
dents and non-students accept-
ed; all skill levels welcome; class 
runs Mondays and Wednesdays 
7:00-8:00am in the Mezza-
nine; student registration costs 
$28.57 +tax.

Jump and Core Training: 
designed to increase an athlete’s 
vertical jump, strengthen core, 
and strengthen shoulders; stu-
dents and non-students accept-
ed; geared towards club, recre-
ation, and high performance 
athletes; class runs on Sundays 
and Thursdays 8:00-9:00pm in 
the Mezzanine; adult registra-
tion costs $105 +tax.

Badminton: participants 
are mentored to improve their 
game; recreational tourna-
ments are optional; students 
and non-students are accepted; 
all skill levels welcome; league 
runs Sundays 5:00-8:00pm and 
Tuesdays 8:00-10:30pm in the 
Henry Champ Gym; student 

registration costs $9.52 +tax.
Table Tennis: casual en-

vironment where participants 
can improve their skills; stu-
dents and non-students 
accepted; all skill levels 
welcome; league runs 
Sundays 6:00-8:00pm 
in the Mezzanine; 
student registration is 
free.

Kickboxing: a 
high intensity workout 
teaching combinations 
of  punches, kicks, and 
other strikes; students 
and non-students ac-
cepted; no previous 
boxing experience is 
rquired, all skill levels 
welcome; club runs 
Tuesdays 5:30-6:30pm 
in the Mezzanine; stu-
dent registration costs 
$28.57 +tax.

Pickleball: a hy-
brid sport of  tennis, 
badminton, and ping 
pong; students and 
non-students are ac-
cepted; all skill levels 
are welcome; Club 
runs Mondays and 

Wednesdays 1:30-3:30pm in 
the Henry Champ Gym; regis-
tration costs $20.00 +tax.

TRY iT foR fRee aT The hlC
Ashlyn Pearce, Editor-in-Chief



Another week, another pod-
cast review. The success 

of  true crime television has 
now expanded to the podcast 
world. If  you wander over and 
check iTunes top charts at least 
fi ve of  the top ten podcasts fall 
into the category of  true crime. 
This week’s feature is no ex-
ception. Sword and Scale-A True 
Crime Podcast that debuted in 
2013, so not to worry, you will 
only be a maximum of  3 years 
and 83 episodes behind. Not 
so much to catch up on if  you 
think about it, I am sure you 
have nothing better to do. 

Sword and Scale is not for the 
faint of  heart. As a true crime 
podcast, the show covers many 
dark topics. This includes mass 
murder, single murder, court 
cases, torture, sex crimes, heists, 
and conspiracy. Just a warning, 
be sure to read the descriptions 
before selecting an episode. 

Sword and Scale is narrated 
and hosted by Mike Boudet, 
whose background in audio 
engineering comes through in 

the show. The podcast seam-
lessly transitions from Boudet’s 
narration to audio clips which 
include interviews, court cases, 
911 calls, and news reports, 
while in the background music 
plays, adding an air of  tension.  

The episode I began with 
was the fi rst of  a 2-part saga 
about a criminal conspiracy and 
cover-up involving the highest 
levels of  industry and govern-
ment in the United States, be-
ginning with the kidnapping 
of  12-year old Johnny Gosch 
in September of  1982. Upon 
completing part one I immedi-
ately downloaded part two. For 
those interested, the episodes 
mentioned are 5 and 6.  

Episodes run anywhere 
from an hour to an hour and a 
half. I recommend setting some 
time aside to listen, as was my 
experience once you start you 
may not be able to walk away, 
especially from 2-part episodes. 
So be sure to schedule a pro-

crastination break.  
If  you can’t get enough 

of  Sword and Scale be sure to 
check out their website swor-
dandscale.com for extras in-
cluding articles, FAQ’s, and 
their store. Sword and Scale is a 

free podcast that can be sub-
scribed to on iTunes, their 
website, or your favourite pod-
cast platform. Sword and Scale 
updates on a bi-weekly basis. 

PoDCasT Review: sWOrd And sCAle
Krista Murray, Layout Editor

Dear Glow Cloud,
In your opinion, which of  

the Hogwarts founders in J.K. 
Rowling’s Harry Potter books 
would give the best dating ad-
vice?

Sincerely,
Fantasy Love

Dear Fantasy,
I don’t have a personal 

opinion in this matter, but here’s 
what I think each of  the charac-
ter’s advice would be like.

Godric Gryffi ndor would 
likely give the advice of  swal-
lowing your nerves and just 
asking your crush out, and then 
would likely advise you to open 
doors for your date. Date sug-
gestion: amusement park trip.

Salazar Slytherin would 
advise you to date within your 
social standing, and to abide by 
tradition and accepted social 
conventions (i.e. the guy asking 
the girl out). Date suggestion: a 
nice dinner.

Helga Huffl epuff  would 
tout patience between partners, 
loyalty to one another, and un-
derstanding. Date suggestion: 
drinks at a coffee shop.

And lastly, Rowena Raven-
claw would probably advise you 
take calculated risks, to be cre-
ative in your date planning, and 
to compliment your partner 
with fl owery, sophisticated lan-
guage. Date suggestion: attend 
a poetry slam or play.

All Hail,
Almighty Glow Cloud 
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grocery store, or stop by Dairy 
Queen, for a treat this week-
end. 

January 16th is Nothing 
Day, a holiday started by news-
paper columnist Harold Pull-
man Coffi n in 1973. This un-
orthodox holiday exists to give 
you a day off, where you can do 
nothing, and harbour no guilt 
about your lack of  productiv-
ity. 

What holidays will you be 
celebrating? Tweet your cel-
ebrations to us @QuillBU!

Ashlyn Pearce, Editor-in-Chief

“Milquetoast”

Pronounced “milk toast” 
but not to be confused with 
the breakfast food of well… 

milk and toast. Instead, 
Milquetoast refers to a 

spineless individual of the 
timid variety who is easily 

manipulated and dominated. 
Don’t be a milquetoast, ask 

for that raise.

with the free version. This ap-
plication is user-friendly and 
intuitive. Wunderlist is available 
on all Mac products, including 
the Apple Watch, as well as for 
Android, Windows phones, in 
your web browser, and on the 
Kindle Fire. Stay productive. 

Krista Murray, Layout Editor

Wednesdays 1:30-3:30pm in 
the Henry Champ Gym; regis-
tration costs $20.00 +tax.

Ashlyn Pearce, Editor-in-Chief



The Brandon University 
Students’ Union is com-

mitted to promoting mental 
health awareness, and support-
ing students in their endeavours 
to look after their mental well-
being. In celebration of  this, 
BUSU has planned a Mental 
Health Week, set for the week 
of  January 16th through 20th.

January 16th is Blue Mon-
day, and BUSU is bringing you 
Lee Thomas who will launch 
the #MyDefinition campaign 
on Brandon University’s cam-
pus at 2:00pm in the Mingling 
Area. A Mental Health Aware-
ness walk will be taking place in 
the evening with free hot choc-
olate, participants are asked to 
meet in the Mingling Area at 

5:00pm. Make sure to dress for 
the weather. 

January 17th is Taco ‘bout 
it Tuesday with Taco in a Bag 
being distributed in the Min-
gling Area from 12:30pm until 
1:40pm. Students are welcome 
to eat free, staff/faculty are 
asked to pay $5. A fireside chat 
with BU Counselor Marsha 
Harris will take place at 2:00pm 
in the Music Student Lounge.

January 18th is Wellness 
Wednesday. Destress booths 
will be available in the Min-
gling Area from 10:00am until 
3:00pm, with a “Stress Less 
Workshop for International 
Students” taking place in the 
Elephant Room from Noon 
until 1:00pm.

January 19th is Think About 
it Thursday, and will feature 
booths from local health re-
sources in the Mingling Area.

Closing out the week is 
January 20th with F#@K IT 
FRIDAY. During the day there 
will be Therapy Dogs in the 
M i n g l i n g 
Area from 
9:00am un-
til Noon, 
free David’s 
Tea from 
1 1 : 0 0 a m 
u n t i l 
1:00pm in 
the Min-
gling Area, 
and a Mas-
sage Clinic 

in the 
L i b r a r y 
G a t h e r -
ing Space 
f r o m 
1 : 0 0 p m 
u n t i l 
4:00pm. 

MenTal healTh week PlanneD foR Bu
Ashlyn Pearce, Editor-in-Chief

This week’s featured club is 
the Political Science club, 

or Poli Sci for short. Bran-
don University’s Poli Sci club 
is registered with BUSU as a 
nonpartisan club. This means 
that under no circumstances 
do they advocate for a political 
stance one way or another. In-
stead, they have come together 
as a group of  Political Science 
students who have a common 
interest in political issues and 
topics.

The group does not cur-
rently meet on a regular basis. 
However, they can be found 
as a group on Facebook under 
Brandon University Politics 
Society. This is a space in which 
those who are interested in po-
litical science may come togeth-
er to have discussions, post ar-
ticles, and find out about future 
meeting dates, as well as events. 
If  you are taking any Political 
Science courses and are strug-
gling, or if  you are passionate 

about political science and are 
looking for recommendations 
on which classes to take in the 
future, feel free to reach out to 
the club for help. 

The club has no immediate 
events planned, however, keep 
your eyes peeled for posters. 
Future events that the club is 
hoping to undertake include a 
pizza and beer night which will 
include a meet and greet with 
profs. There is also talk of  a 
movie night later in the semes-

ter. Finally, the group is look-
ing at travelling to Ottawa for 
model UN in late February. 

If  you are interested in 
joining the Political Science 
club, feel free to join the Face-
book group, or you may con-
tact president Veronica Sweet-
ing. Currently the Poli Sci club 
does not have an official BUSU 
email address, instead contact 
information for Veronica is 
available at the BUSU office. 

feaTuRe CluB: PoliTiCal sCienCe CluB
Krista Murray, Layout Editor
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Mon. Jan. 16thSun. Jan. 15thTues. Jan. 10th Wed. Jan. 11th Thurs. Jan. 12th Fri. Jan. 13th Sat. Jan. 14th

Free pizza in the 
mingling area at 
12:40pm

Karaoke in sUds 
7:00-10:00pm

eckhardt-Gramatte 
recital in lorne 
watson recital 
Hall 3:30pm

blue monday: 
#Mydefinition 
launch 2:00pm 
in the mingling 
area   
mental health 
awareness walk 
meeting in min-
gling area at 
5:00pm

campus calendar

Due to a lack of  new busi-
ness, the Brandon University 
Students’ Union President, 
Nick Brown, cancelled the reg-
ular council meeting, which was 
set to take place on Monday, 
January 9th, 2017. 

The date of  the next regu-
lar council meeting has not yet 
been announced at the time of  
publication. 

Busu MeeTing 
CanCelleD

busu logo. credit busu.

Clubs of  all sizes and facul-
ties gathered for the first 

time in 2017 for Club Day in 
order to bring new recruits 
and initiates into the exclusive 
underworld of  BU’s club life. 
There were roughly 7 of  the 
over 20 clubs present in the 
Mingling Area on January 4th. 
Although an event like this was 
meant to bring new people in 
for the club, some clubs re-
ceived no members while the 
greatest number received was 

about seven.
For those of  you who want 

to join a club, but were not 
able to attend club day, there 
are still many options for you. 
For example: you can go talk to 
BUSU in the KDC building, or 
check out their website at www.
busu.ca/clublistings. They will 
put you in touch with the prop-
er people who can give you the 
help you find out the clubs ac-
tivities, when that club is host-
ing an event, or when they have 

their meetings.
There are clubs available  

for everyone, whether you’re 
into creative writing, biol-
ogy, history, chemistry, math, 
politics, anthropology, disaster 
emergencies, psychology, mu-
sic, geology, education, busi-
ness, geography, physical edu-
cation, pre-veterinary, or health 
studies there is a club for you! 
There are also a variety of  oth-
er clubs that are belief  based, 
opposed to just studies or in-

terests. 
The Brandon University 

Gaming Association is in a 
league all by itself  with some 
of  the highest member involve-
ment numbers, and is the most 
frequent host of  large-scale 
events. If  you do not fit in with 
any of  the clubs and want to 
create one with a new identity 
that is also an option. The pa-
pers to create a new club can 
be found online at the BUSU 
website. As long as you meet 

the criteria, and have the pa-
tience to follow through with 
all the paper work it feels like 
an accomplishment, and is a 
great way to meet new people.

Besides the clubs, there 
are also collectives available 
for people to join: LGBTTQ*, 
Aboriginal Student Council, 
and the Women’s collective. 
For people who are new to the 
country there is also an Inter-
national Students Organization 
on campus you can join.

BRanDon univeRsiTY CluB DaY
Robert Killam, Senior Reporter



Ashlyn Pearce, Editor-in-Chief
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Tues. Jan. 10th Wed. Jan. 11th Thurs. Jan. 12th Fri. Jan. 13th Sat. Jan. 14th Sun. Jan. 15th Mon. Jan. 16th

community calendar

Karaoke at double 
decker

expressions cof-
fee house 
6:30-9:00pm at 
central united 
church

live music at the 
40, double 
decker

westman well-
ness show in the 
wMca 10:00am-
6:00pm

live music at the 
40, double 
decker

Everyone likes to take some 
time to listen to music, 

the only thing that varies is the 
type of  music that you listen to. 
Why not branch out your tastes 
a bit and check out one of  the 
performances put on by the 
School of  Music and support 
local musicians?

On Saturday, January 14th, 
the Eckhardt-Gramatte Con-
servatory of  music will be put-
ting on a recital from 3:30pm 
until 5:00pm in the Lorne 
Watson Recital Hall (Queen 
Elizabeth II Building). Mary Jo 

Carrabre will be directing the 
recital. There will be no admis-
sion charge. 

On Tuesday, January 17th, 
School of  Music student Ever-
ett Hopfner will be performing 
during the noon hour (12:40pm 
until 1:30pm) in the Lorne 
Watson Recital Hall. Hopfner’s 
recital will showcase his talents 
playing the piano. There will be 
no admission charge.

While not a performance, 
you may still want to broaden 
your horizons and check out 
the Out of  Bounds Lecture 

Series. On Tuesday, January 
17th,  the Lecture Series pres-
ents the lecture, The Effects of  
Multiculturalism on Publicly 
Funded Canadian Music, the 
first in a series of  three talks 
to be given by Parmela Attari-
wala. The lecture will take place 
in the R.D. Bell Hall, Room 
1-57 of  the Queen Elizabeth 
II Building from 8:00pm until 
9:30pm. There will be no ad-
mission charge. The second 
and third talks in this series will 
take place on February 7th and 
March 21st.

Later in the month, on 
Sunday, January 29th, the Bran-
don University Chorale and 
Westman Choirs will be taking 
part in Singers Helping Sing-
ers. Singers Helping Singers is a 
fundraiser done through Cho-
rales in support of  the Nation-
al Youth Choir. The concert 
will be taking place at the First 
Presbyterian Church (339 12th 
St) from 3:00pm until 5:00pm. 
Admission will be charged of  
spectators.

To conclude the month 
of  January, on Tuesday, Janu-

ary 31st, the Pro Series will 
be putting on a Flute Alors! 
concert, a recorder ensemble. 
The performers include Vin-
cent Lauzer, Marie-Laurence 
Primeau, Alexa Raine-Wright, 
and Caroline Tremblay. The 
programme is titales Bach-n 
Jazz, and includes works by J.S. 
Bach and Dizzy Gillespie. The 
concert will run from 8:00pm 
until 9:30pm in the Lorne Wat-
son Recital Hall. Admission for 
students is $12.

sChool of MusiC PeRfoRManCe sCheDule
Ashlyn Pearce, Editor-in-Chief

Fredericton from the Hotel, pokemon Go screenshot, and the nasH79 logo. photo credit ariele Kehler.

the criteria, and have the pa-
tience to follow through with 
all the paper work it feels like 
an accomplishment, and is a 
great way to meet new people.

Besides the clubs, there 
are also collectives available 
for people to join: LGBTTQ*, 
Aboriginal Student Council, 
and the Women’s collective. 
For people who are new to the 
country there is also an Inter-
national Students Organization 
on campus you can join.

Robert Killam, Senior Reporter

I was fortunate enough to be 
selected to go to the Cana-

dian University Press (CUP) 
NASH Conference from Janu-
ary 4th to 8th. I missed the first 
few days of  classes, but ulti-
mately, the experience I got 
was well worth having to now 
read The Iliad in two days. For 
example, I got to know some 
really cool people from differ-
ent schools, overcame my ab-
solute terror of  solo travel, and 
caught SO. MANY. POKE-
MON. Seriously, the amount 
of  water types and starters 
(plus evolutions) around my 
hotel and the convention cen-
tre was crazy.

The theme of  NASH79 
was ‘Start Up’. All the lecture 
sessions, workshops, and pan-
els were full of  information 
on how to start a career after 
your degree. Key lessons, not 
just for journalism but for any 
career path: be respectful of  
your subject, don’t be afraid 
to work hard, and start from 
the bottom and work your 
way up. These tips can start to 
be applied over the course of  
a university career. Another 
very important ‘golden rule’ I 
learned was “don’t pee in the 
pool”. James Keast, editor-in-
chief  of  Exclaim! Magazine, 

told us that the field is a small 
one, and word gets around. If  
you do something stupid to an-
tagonize someone, you could 
very easily get blacklisted. His 
example was a friend who was a 
drummer in a well-known Hal-
ifax-based band who allowed a 
younger band to open at a con-
cert. The drummer thought he 
would help the younger guys 
out in getting their start on the 
scene, and then overheard their 
lead singer talking shit about 
the drummer’s band outside 
the venue. The drummer went 
on to become a booking agent 
in Halifax, and has prevented 
the younger guy’s band from 
booking any shows in Halifax 
– 19 years later, there is still bad 
blood there. The moral of  the 
story is: stay professional!

One thing I wish that I 
had done differently is how I 
came off  to the other journal-
ists. I am rather introverted, so 
I kept primarily to myself. Af-
ter a room mix-up, I was given 
a room to myself  – two king 
sized beds and absolute control 
of  the television sounds won-
derful (and it was), but it didn’t 
help me make friends purely by 
being forced to share a space. 
For most of  the conference, 
I was too shy to approach the 

large groups that came togeth-
er. It was rather intimidating to 
see that papers had sent up to 
seven (!!!) reporters, whereas 
The Quill was only able to send 
one. Travel to the East coast is 
expensive, friends. At dinner 
on the first night, two reporters 
from Ryerson’s The Eyeopener 
came to sit with my lonely self, 
and brought with them panel-
ist Patrick McGuire, who is 
the Head of  Content for Vice 
Canada. He was really cool to 
talk to, had some great insights 
about how to get started in a 
post-university career, and in-
troduced me to a game he plays 
with his partner: What emotion 

is Kim Kardashian feeling? (It’s 
funny because she ALWAYS 
has the same expression.)

On the last night, I formed 
a Prairie Coalition with three 
other papers at the dinner ta-
ble: two reporters from The 
NAIT Nugget, three from The 
Sheaf  at University of  
Saskatchewan, and two 
from The Augustana 
Medium from the Au-
gustana campus of  the 
University of  Alberta in 
Camrose. You’d think 
that dinner at a journal-
ism conference would 
be spent talking about 
layouts, content, and 

InDesign techniques, but ours 
centered primarily on memes 
and exclaiming over how the 
larger papers were so success-
ful while ours were, well, not. I 
heard so many bad puns, and I 
loved every moment of  it.

CanaDian univeRsiTY PRess: naTional JouRnalisM ConfeRenCe
Ariele Kehler, Assistant Editor-in-Chief



Do you want to give a 
shout-out, either anony-

mously or publicly, to someone 
around campus? Maybe even 
someone off  campus in the 
wider Brandon community? 

The Quill is starting a new 
column, titled Cheers and Jeers 

where readers are encouraged 
to submit comments for pub-
lication. Comments may be 
submitted via email at eic@
thequill.ca, direct messaging 
on Facebook facebook.com/
QuillBU or Twitter @QuillBU, 
or slip a note under our door 

on the second floor of  the 
KDC building. 
Example of  a submission:

Blonde girl in Intro Stats: I 
really liked your striped sweater! 
-Anonymous

CheeRs anD JeeRs
Ashlyn Pearce, Editor-in-Chief

 
Desks For Sale

Are you looking for a gently 
used desk? The Quill has some 
for sale! Stop by our office or 

email for more info!

2nd Floor KDC
eic@thequill.ca

Quill ClassifieDs
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We want you!

If  you like to write, take 
pictures,or draw things, 

you should work for The Quill!
We can offer a cool office to nap 

in and tuition rebates.

 Email us at eic@thequill.ca!
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People’s Market Place
32 13th Street

We have the furniture you need at 
the prices you can afford

(204)727-4708
visit us on Facebook at 
People’s Market Place

 
Got something you want to 
sell? Looking for something 

to buy?

Students get FREE classified 
ads with The Quill!

Email us at eic@thequill.ca


