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Like most white people, you 
don’t have to wait for a 

special occasion to experiment 
with chocolate and wine, any 
day will do. Shrove Tuesday, 
Christmas… a solar eclipse. 
Like I said any day will do. The 
chocolate will still taste like 
chocolate and the wine will still 
taste like wine. Unless you put 
them together, in which case 
they will taste like chocolate 
and wine. 

I know today is Valentine’s 
Day, and the pressures of  such 
a commercialized holiday may 
be telling you to do something 
special. Now, although any day 
is a day for wine and choco-
late and the tasting may occur 
“now” and “everywhere” there 
are some important decisions 

that must be made, and a little 
money spent. The following 
are some guidelines on how to 
pair wine and chocolate for that 
special someone, or itinerant 
vagrant if  you are particularly 
desperate.  

First things first, qual-
ity matters. As tempting as the 
cheap, day after Valentine’s 
chocolate may be, you must 
resist. Tragic, I know. But for 
the purpose of  pairing make 
sure you purchase high quality 
chocolate. When it comes to 
the wine all you need is for it 
to be sweeter than your choco-
late. If  it is not, then things are 
going to end up tasting bitter 
like your last relationship. You 
don’t have to break the bank 
with the wine, however, Arbour 

Mist does not, I repeat, DOES 
NOT count as wine, no matter 
what the other articles in this is-
sue say. 

There is a proper and effi-
cient (and tasty) way in which 
everything can and should 
be done. Order is everything. 
Wine and chocolate should be 
tasted from light to dark. Be-
gin with your white wines, and 
lighter chocolates, or in the 
case of  white chocolate “non-
chocolates”. Then, gradually 
progress. 

It is suggested that white 
chocolate be paired with Sher-
ry, Chardonnay, or a Moscato. 
Moving into the milk choco-
lates, these pair well with a 
Riesling, Pinot Noir, Merlot 
or a Muscat. Dark chocolate 

works with wines such as Cab-
ernet Sauvignon, Zinfandel, or 
a Pinot Noir. 

For the crazy people out 
there (like myself) who enjoy 
chocolate that is 70% dark or 
more, pair with a Bordeaux, 
Beaujolais, Shiraz, or a Port. 
If  you are unsure of  what to 
purchase head on over to your 
friendly neighbourhood Liquor 
Mart, where the staff  will be 
happy to help you and provide 
recommendations, or chase you 
out of  the store with a broom.

I have a problem. 
This doesn’t have to be an 

expensive evening. Instead of  
spending Michaelmas on your 
own, or with your SO, invite 
your equally poor friends over 
for a wine and chocolate orgy… 

I mean party. Unless you have a 
tarpaulin. 

Coordinate with them to 
decide who will bring which 
chocolate and which wine and 
you are all set for a delightful 
Saturnalian Debauch. 

If  you are feeling particu-
larly aroused, Champagne is 
always at least moderately sug-
gestive, and goes well with any 
and all chocolate.  For added ef-
fect be sure to open the bottle 
of  champagne the way it was 
mean to be opened. Explo-
sively and with a rather large 
kitchen knife (or sword), this 
is one sure-fire way to liven up 
any Vernal Equinox. 

These are guidelines only, 
it’s your key party. 

Anastasia de la Quor, Consumer of Fine Wines

an affair for the ages

When Wine Meets ChoColate
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If  you’re reading this, chanc-
es are you’re single and at 

least a bit salty over Valentine’s 
Day. The couples walking in 
the streets, holding hands and 
occasionally kissing (or full-
on making out, depending on 
what time it is and what part 
of  town you’re in) – they’re 
just so disgusting, aren’t they? 
If  Valentine’s Day had its own 
Ebenezer Scrooge, you’d be 
him. So, rebellion against the 
cultural institution that serves 
nothing but to shame single 
people and sell chocolates, 
(blood) diamonds and sappy 
greeting cards seems like a tan-
talizing prospect. But how do 
you rebel?

South Korea already does 
what appears to be a sort of  
rebellion against Valentine’s 
Day, in the form of  Black Day, 
at least at first glance. Placed 
two months after on April 14th, 
the holiday is a time for those 
who were single on Valentine’s 
Day (which, in South Korea, 
involves women giving gifts to 
men) and White Day (a March 

14th holiday that involves men 
giving gifts to women).

But is Black Day really 
“rebellion,” one may ask? Not 
considering what activities the 
singles who gather each year 
for the holiday take part in, 
which includes wearing black 
clothing, eating black food 
(predominantly jajangmyeon, a 
dish of  noodles topped with a 
thick black soybean sauce), and 
moping about how lonely they 
are and how they didn’t get 
anything for Valentine’s Day or 
White Day.

In addition, the holiday’s 
creation has been attributed to 
marketers looking to sell more 
goods – perhaps even made 
by the companies that peddle 
Valentine’s Day-related goods 
in the first place. Even worse, 
speed-dating and other match-
making events tend to happen 
on Black Day, which, though 
perhaps beneficial if  you’re 
looking for a partner, defeats 
the purpose of  having an anti-
Valentine’s Day at all.

So how does one rebel 

against Valentine’s Day the 
right way? If  you desire inspi-
ration for a holiday that isn’t 
all doom and gloom, look no 
further than China’s Singles 
Day. Rather than commiserate, 
singles celebrate on this annual 
holiday. Though attempts at 
matchmaking still happen, the 
holiday is largely about pride, 
rather than shame, over being 
single. Since the holiday tra-
ditionally falls on November 
11th, however, you may want to 
observe it on a different date 
(such as Valentine’s Day itself), 
as that day is reserved for Re-
membrance Day in Canada.

In some ways, however, the 
best act of  rebellion is not to 
fight against the enemy, but to 
leech from its resources. For 
those with the ability to trade 
stocks, a number of  stocks may 
see upward movement around 
Valentine’s Day, thanks to the 
gift-giving habits of  those en-
grossed in the holiday. Some 
are obvious, including Hershey 
Co. (NYSE: HSY) and chain 
jewellers like Signet Jewelers 

Ltd. (NYSE: SIG), while oth-
ers are less so, such as Ama-
zon (NASDAQ: AMZN) and 
Pfizer (NYSE: PFE) (you tell 
us why). This article will likely 
be published too late for you 
to take advantage of  any Val-
entine’s Day-related movement 
of  stocks, but it can still be tak-
en into account for next year. 
And remember – play it safe, 
buy low, and sell high, as this 
parasitic act of  rebellion loses 
its purpose if  you lose money 
on your trades.

You may have even more 
ideas for your own personal 
rebellion. I encourage you to 
explore them, but remember: 
love triumphs over anger, and 
happiness triumphs over ha-
tred. The best rebellion is not 
that in which you show your 
anger, but in which you go 
on living your life, feeling the 
polar opposite of  what “they” 
want you to feel. Go on, now. 
We’ll support you.

How To: Rebel AgAinsT VAlenTine’s DAy
Logan Praznik, Web Content Coordinator 

Few symbols are as recog-
nizable as the heart and its 

representation of  love in many 
forms – verb, or noun. The 
heart shape is a logograph; a 
written symbol that represents 
a word or phrase. The heart 
can mean anything from “I 
want to sign a legally binding 
contract that covers my entire 
natural life and ensures you get 
half  my financial assets if  you 
leave me” to “I am relatively 
fond of  this relatable semi-hu-
morous meme that my cousin’s 
husband’s half-sister posted on 
Facebook”. But how did this 
shape become so eloquent? 

As most are aware, the heart 
shape bears little resemblance 
to the muscular organ from 
which it owes its name. Early 
alleged depictions of  the heart 
are debated; disputes among 
Art Historians center around if  
a 13th-century artist illustrates 
a lover handing his lady a pine 
cone or pear, or the now ubiq-
uitous heart shape represent-
ing the lover’s own organ. One 
thing is for sure: there is no 
sign of  a wound or blood on 
the lover’s smock. Historians 
believe that the shape was more 
obviously used in the 14th cen-
tury with a less scalloped dent, 

and gradually evolved into the 
clear indentation we see today. 
As for origin theories, there are 
many body parts that seems to 
mimic the shape and possess 
a connection to conveying ro-
mantic feeling, as is the heart 
symbol’s job. 

The human heart bears lit-
tle resemblance, the base tapers, 
but instead of  two distinctive 
scallops, the top has three ar-
teries out of  the aorta and the 
superior vena cava responsible 
for the blood that gets pumped 
through your body to keep you 
alive. 

Another theory is that the 
heart shape is based on the 
shape of  other organs and 
bodily features associated with 
romance; including both female 
and male genitalia, buttocks, 
and the torso (which, aside 
from nakedness, the torso’s re-
lation to romance is unclear).

Frequently in Renaissance 
paintings, cupid’s arrowhead 
appears to be a softened ver-
sion of  a regular arrowhead – a 
pointed end with two scallops 
aimed at an unsuspecting indi-
vidual soon-to-be lovestruck. 
However, this becomes the 
Valentine’s day version of  the 
classic chicken or egg dilemma: 

which came first, cupid’s arrow 
or the heart shape? 

Another popular explana-
tion is the Silphium plant. As-
sumed extinct, the exact species 
of  plant is unknown, however 
records of  the plant indicate the 
seed was heart-shaped. Specu-
lation around the connection 
stems from references of  the 
plant in Ancient Greek writ-
ings associating the plant with 
love and as an herbal treatment 
for those Crazy In Love. In 77 
ACE, Pliny the Elder refers to 
Silphium in his encyclopedia 
Naturalis Hisotria as being an 
effective female contraceptive. 

What-
ever its 
amorous 
o r i g i n , 
p o p u l a r 
use of  this 
logogram 
began in 
1977, with 
the I <3 
NY adver-
tising cam-
paign to 
p romote 
tourism in 
New York. 
S i n c e 
then, it’s 

been used in video games 
to symbolize life or health, 
to claim healthy contents on 
food packaging, to wide use on 
nearly every social media plat-
form. Regardless of  the shapes 
evolution, there is, thankfully, a 
consensus on its meaning. Now 
you can impress your Valentine 
with your knowledge of  heart-
history by giving them an am-
biguous pine cone instead of  a 
card (it’s cheaper). 

A HeART-y HisToRy
Alexandra Mackay, Reporter

It’s no secret that in the 
times of  old, a strong, 

sporting male was much more 
likely to attract a mate than an 
academic. A buff, manly man 
was far more likely to main-
tain a household and bring 
honour to his name - or so 
was the logic. 

The best example of  

Ariele Kehler, Assistant Editor-in-Chief
TRADiTionAl wAys To woo youR loVeR: spoRTs eDiTion

photo credit dawn hudson/public domain pictures.



Woah there Casanova, 
did you forget an im-

portant date? Did you per-
chance royally mess up and 
forget what today is? (If  the 
day you are reading this is 
not the right day, please read 
this article again on that day.) 
That’s right, it is that special 
lovers’ day and you have noth-
ing to cover your ass with be-
cause you, in your ignorance/
absentmindedness, complete-
ly forgot. Well, have no fear, I 
have carefully compiled a list 
of  great last minute date ideas 
which will surely save your 
relationship and get you that 
special loving embrace at the 
end of  the night. (Ideas and 
acceptability of  these dates 
may have mixed results.)

First and foremost on the 
list is taking that special per-
son to a petting zoo. But oh-
ho, that’s not all. You don’t 
want to make this moment 
just fade away and be forget-
table. You have to go over 
the top to impress this per-
son, truly show your love for 
them. You have to wrangle 

and then steal a goat. Guaran-
teed to get you some quality 
bonding time with your part-
ner, and now you have both 
a great story and a free goat. 
Win-Win-Win.

Goats not really your 
style? Perhaps you’re more 
of  the practical type. Maybe 
you want to kill two birds 
with one stone? Impress that 
special person with your wily 
sensibility and responsible de-
cision making. Well this next 
date on the list is sure to sat-
isfy both of  the most impor-
tant pieces of  your life. Get 
an oil change! No, this is not 
some sort of  sexual euphe-
mism, your car badly needs 
one. Not only that, but think 
about how caring you appear: 
you care enough about this 
lover to introduce them to 
your mechanic! Now that’s 
thoughtful and won’t seem 
last minute at all.

For those of  you who al-
ready know your partner is a 
pet lover, then this next op-
tion is for you. Go down to an 
animal shelter and spend the 

day there. But don’t just waste 
the day playing with cute pup-
pies and kittens, instead help 
shave homeless cats. Not only 
will you two feel fulfilled but 
it will give you guys valuable 
volunteer hours. Besides, ev-
eryone knows cats look much 
better shaved.

If  none of  these last min-
ute date ideas can say desper-
ate, then try one or two more 
of  these:

-Head to the strip club, 
nothing says low self  esteem 
and the feeling of  dead inside 
like hey these are my money 
makers (I’m talking about the 
booty and dem abs.)

-Go to book signing for 
Edgar Allan Poe. 

-Get them to meet your 
family. Nothing says “please 
stay with me” like spending 
time with your mom and dad.

-Attend a funeral then 
walk through a cemetery, pick-
ing out matching tombstones 
can never come too early.

-Horse hunting, getting 
rid of  those pesky vermin on 
farmers’ land, the whole com-

munity will feel safer.
-Put wigs on ducks and 

have fashion show. Catching 
them is only half  the fun.

-Attend a blood sacrifice 
or virgin vs volcano ritual, 
both are sure to get the blood 
pumping and heat flowing be-
tween you.

-Go to a fertility ceremo-
ny. Who doesn’t like having 
their genitals compared to 
seeds and soil?

Or just a wild and crazy 
thought you could tell that 
special person you love them, 
compliment them on their 
looks, take a general interest in 
their lives and be a genuinely 
decent partner. But hey, who 
am I to judge? Any of  these 
last minute date ideas are sure 
to impress if  not maim or se-
riously emotionally scar that 
special someone.

Betty Phucter, Love Savior
lAsT MinuTe DATe iDeAs

Nothing says “I am inter-
ested in you”, “I want to 

get in your pants”, or “I love 
you” like home baking. This 
chocolate cake recipe from 
Epicurious is no exception. 
Many of  my former lovers 
have promised me their first-
born children in exchange 
for just one more bite of  this 
truffle like cake. The laugh-
able part is that this cake is 
dead easy to make. Onward 
to the recipe!

For this cake, you will 
need the following:

4 ounces of  bittersweet 
chocolate, finely chopped

½ cup of  butter
¾ cup of  sugar 
3 large eggs
½ cup of  unsweetened 

cocoa powder
Preheat your oven to 375 

degrees Fahrenheit and butter 
an 8-inch round pan. Line the 
bottom with a circle of  but-
tered parchment paper.

Once you have all your in-
gredients it is time to do sci-
ence to them. 

Set up a double boiler. If  

you don’t have one, simply 
take a metal bowl and place 
it over a pot with a tiny bit 
of  simmering water. Add the 
chocolate and butter to the 
metal bowl. Once the choco-
late mixture begins to melt 
remove it from the heat and 
whisk in the sugar. Add the 
three eggs and whisk well. 
Next add the cocoa powder 
and mix until just combined. 
Pour your batter into the but-
tered pan and bake in the mid-
dle of  the oven for 25 min-
utes. Once baked let the cake 

cool in the pan for 5 minutes, 
after which you may invert it 
onto a serving platter. Don’t 
eat the parchment paper, peel 
it from the cake and throw 
that part in the garbage. 

Now all that is left to do 
is the dishes and to enjoy the 
fruits of  your labour. 

While this cake may be 
used to impress potential 
mates, it is completely accept-
able to keep it all for yourself. 

Krista Murray, Web Content Coordinator
FlouRless CHoColATe CAke: THe wAy To A gluTen-FRee HeART
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Ltd. (NYSE: SIG), while oth-
ers are less so, such as Ama-
zon (NASDAQ: AMZN) and 
Pfizer (NYSE: PFE) (you tell 
us why). This article will likely 
be published too late for you 
to take advantage of  any Val-
entine’s Day-related movement 
of  stocks, but it can still be tak-
en into account for next year. 
And remember – play it safe, 
buy low, and sell high, as this 
parasitic act of  rebellion loses 
its purpose if  you lose money 
on your trades.

You may have even more 
ideas for your own personal 
rebellion. I encourage you to 
explore them, but remember: 
love triumphs over anger, and 
happiness triumphs over ha-
tred. The best rebellion is not 
that in which you show your 
anger, but in which you go 
on living your life, feeling the 
polar opposite of  what “they” 
want you to feel. Go on, now. 
We’ll support you.

been used in video games 
to symbolize life or health, 
to claim healthy contents on 
food packaging, to wide use on 
nearly every social media plat-
form. Regardless of  the shapes 
evolution, there is, thankfully, a 
consensus on its meaning. Now 
you can impress your Valentine 
with your knowledge of  heart-
history by giving them an am-
biguous pine cone instead of  a 
card (it’s cheaper). 

A HeART-y HisToRy
Alexandra Mackay, Reporter

weekly sports 
scoreboard

Jets Vs Wild
Hockey - NHl

2 - 4

WHeat kiNgs Vs Warriors
Hockey - WHl

3 - 4

BoBcats Vs MrU coUgars
VolleyBall - MeNs

sets
3 - 1

BoBcats Vs MrU coUgars
VolleyBall - MeNs

sets
3 - 2

BoBcats Vs MrU coUgars
VolleyBall - WoMeNs

sets
3 - 2

BoBcats Vs MrU coUgars
VolleyBall - WoMeNs

sets
0 - 3

WHeat kiNgs Vs Warriors
Hockey - WHl

4 - 3
WHeat kiNgs Vs silVertips

Hockey - WHl

2 - 1

Jets Vs BlackHaWks
Hockey - NHl

2 - 5
Jets Vs ligHtNiNg

Hockey - NHl

1 - 2

It’s no secret that in the 
times of  old, a strong, 

sporting male was much more 
likely to attract a mate than an 
academic. A buff, manly man 
was far more likely to main-
tain a household and bring 
honour to his name - or so 
was the logic. 

The best example of  

sports being used as a way to 
secure a spouse is probably 
the Scottish Highland Games. 
These Games were used for 
a variety of  things, including 
finding the fastest possible 
foot messenger through foor 
races, as well as finding a suit-
or for high ranking ladies. Ob-
viously, your ability to throw a 

tree is an indication of  your 
fitness to be a spouse. 

In more recent times, 
the Highland Games are still 
going strong, but have been 
adapted as a more equally op-
portunity competition with 
categories for both men and 
women. While you could 
very well go to Scotland to 

try your hand at the Games, 
a much closer alternative lies 
in the Fergus Scottish Festival 
and Highland Games in Fer-
gus, ON., from August 11th 
to 13th. Registration is avail-
able at their website, https://
fergusscottishfestival.com/ 
now!

Ariele Kehler, Assistant Editor-in-Chief
TRADiTionAl wAys To woo youR loVeR: spoRTs eDiTion
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There is an old worn out 
book, passed down over 

the ages. Sometimes it is a 
physical book with a broken 
spine or marked pages. Other 
times it comes in the form of  
hushed conversation, man to 
man over a short beer that has 
been purchased for a ha’penny. 
It is always the same. There is 
no better way to win a woman’s 
heart than with roses. Women 
desire nothing but roses. 

It is not just men who talk. 
Many women have questioned 
one another, whispered over a 
cup of  tea or a glass of  wine. 
“Roses” they say “always roses, 
as though there are no other 
flowers in existence.”

Roses, nothing but roses.
And then, there is the con-

trived experience of  The Roses 
Exchange, where he thinks he 
has done a good job and has 
met Relationship Requirement 
Quota For the Month, and she 
thinks “roses once again”. She 
smiles, thanking him for his 
kind gesture “they are beauti-
ful” she says. 

Later, that night after he 
goes to sleep she steals away, 
slipping quickly and quietly out 
the door roses in hand. She 
makes her way to the old stone 
bridge. The others are already 
waiting there for her, flowers in 
hand. 

They line up along the edge 

of  the bridge, each with their 
own bouquet of  roses, and un-
ceremoniously toss them into 
the current below. One day 
they will learn, women desire 
roses least of  all. 

However, men are fickle 
creatures, and their capacity 
to learn is greatly diminished. 
They do not learn, and so they 
continue to buy into the In-
ternational Syndicate of  the 
Thorn’s plan. Spending their 
coin on roses, when the flowers 
from an obliging field would 
do more to win over her heart, 
more than any hothouse bloom 
ever could.   

Perhaps one day they will 
learn that the flowers should 

not be brought to the woman, 
but the woman to the flow-
ers.  A romantic whisper in the 
night “I’ve been waiting a long 
time to show these flowers how 

pretty you are.”
Disclaimer – No roses, or men, 

were irreversibly harmed in the writ-
ing of  this article. 

woRn-ouT RoMAnCe HAnDbook
Krista Murray, Layout Editor
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The world of  fanfiction is 
vast, and often confus-

ing at the least and horrifying 
at the most. One of  the most 
popular ‘themes’ in fanfiction 
plots is the romantic aspect.

People will always have 
their ‘OTP’ or one true pairing. 
That pairing may be canon (ac-
tually an occurrence in the fan-
dom that you’re a part of) or it 
could be fanon (a thing that the 
fandom insists on being true), 
or you could be the only per-
son that supports this pairing. 
There are the ships that cause 
fandom wars and the ships that 
unite the fandoms.

Personally, the fandom that 
will always hold my heart is 
Harry Potter. The fanfiction in 
this category contains pairings 
that represent the good, the 
bad, and the ugly. 

The Good: Obvious choic-
es in the good column are the 
canon couples of  Ginny and 
Harry, Remus and Tonks, and 
James and Lily. All three of  
these pairs contain well-bal-

anced partners, and most of  the 
fanfiction written about them 
is loving, fluffy, and sometimes 
even full of  actual, well-written 
plot. Another fanon favourite 
of  mine is the Next Gen pairing 
of  Lily Luna Potter and Scor-
pius Malfoy, because they’re 
the Hogwarts equivalent of  
Romeo and Juliet. Nothing bad 
ever happens to Romeo and Ju-
liet, right? ...right?

The Bad: Draco Malfoy 
and Pansy Parkinson. Draco 
may be a redeemable character, 
but Pansy most certainly is not. 
Not even Queen Rowling likes 
it. Another bad pairing, at least 
in my humble opinion, is Ron 
and Hermione. I don’t agree 
with the Harry/Hermione pair-
ing either, but Ron and Hermi-
one bother me because he is by 
no means even close to being 
Hermione’s intellectual equal. 
How can you have a happy re-
lationship if  you’re perpetually 
explaining yourself ?

The Ugly: I’ve read fanfic-
tion about many, many horrific 

pairings. Ginny and the Giant 
Squid, for example. Or Ginny 
and Hagrid. Or Dumbledore 
and anyone. I don’t know what 
the hell these writers were 
thinking, or if  they meant for 
the story to be funny, but dear 
sweet baby llama, you need to 
sort out your priorities. Or at 
least tag your smut.

In ships that don’t involve 
Harry Potter, I am particularly 
fond of  the television pro-
grammes Once Upon a Time and  
Gilmore Girls. 

The Good: For Once Upon 
a Time, my ultimate OTP is 
Captain Swann - Emma Swann 
and Killian Jones, a.k.a Captain 
Hook. Two people who are 
that attractive belong together. 
That’s all that needs to be said. 
I’m also fond of  Regina and 
Robin (Outlaw Queen). I came 
to the conclusion in the third 
season that Regina deserves a 
happy ending, dammit. On the 
Gilmore Girls’ side, there is of  
course the long-game canon 
pairing of  Luke and Lorelai. As 

far as Rory’s love life, I will ship 
Rory and Logan until the day I 
die. I’ve seen a few well-done 
fanfictions written featuring 
Paris Gellar, Rory’s neurotic 
best friend, and Finn, Logan’s 
alcoholic bestie. I can definitely 
get on board with that.

The Bad: From Once, I can’t 
think of  any ships I’m actually 
opposed to other than Prince 
Charming and Snow White. 
There’s nothing wrong with 
them as a couple, but as char-
acters, both of  them are actu-
ally kind of  awful. I’m also not 
hugely fond of  Rumplestiltskin 
and Belle being together, but 
I’m more okay with them as 
a couple than other pairings 
involving either character. On 
the Gilmore side, Jess and Rory 
were alright, and I guess I’d be 
okay with them getting together 
in a canon setting, but I would 
be weirded out by it - with Lo-
relai and Luke getting married, 
that would make Jess and Rory 
step-cousins. That’s a little bit 
creepy in my books. I’m also 

kind of  on the fence about Mi-
chel and Lorelai fics - they’re 
a thing, and they’re weird. I’m 
also vehemently against Lorelai 
and Christopher. He’s a creep 
and he’s not good for her.

The Ugly: Swann Queen. I 
totally ship Regina and Emma 
platonically, but by no means 
do I approve of  them as a ro-
mantic couple. Another I can’t 
get behind is Snow Queen, 
which I was just informed 
was a thing. Snow and Regina 
should not be a romantic ship. 
Snow is Regina’s stepdaughter, 
for crying out loud! That’s so 
icky! After you’re done washing 
your brain with bleach, go and 
get a second bottle: I’ve seen 
fics online that feature Lorelai 
and Rory as the primary ro-
mantic ship. Guys, that’s illegal. 
And morally reprehensible. It’s 
no Ginny and the Giant Squid, 
but you should still probably 
give your heads a shake about 
that one.

THe gReATesT ‘sHips in FAnFiCTion HisToRy
Ariele Kehler, Fanfiction Expert

Another February means an-
other Valentine’s Day, which 
calls for showing your sig-
nificant other how much they 
mean to you. Not to mention 
showing love to consumer-
ism by dropping lots of  cash 
on overpriced chocolates and 
roses.

So what are you to do if  
you’re a well-adjusted per-
son without a personal slave, 
I mean, partner? Presenting 
“The Single’s Guide to Val-
entine’s Day”, which is not a 

Top 10 because those are over-
rated. 

A.) Go see a movie that 
you know you wouldn’t watch 
with another person. It doesn’t 
have to be an abomination of  
a movie like Sausage Party, or 
The Room. Nor does it need to 
be a torturous experience like 
Human Centipede, but hey, going 
outside of  your comfort zone 
builds character, right? 

B.) Do some research on 
the Internet and look up a res-
taurant you want to try. If  time 

allows, go there for lunch and 
really indulge yourself. Maybe 
even just order 3 desserts and a 
drink, because you won’t have 
to share.

C.) Dance like no one is 
watching. No, really. Find a 
nice isolated spot to dance to 
your own music, the louder you 
can get away with, the better. 
It’s great to let loose, and if  you 
happen to practice your twerk-
ing, nobody will be the wiser. 
Except for the Glow Cloud. 
(All hail.)

D.) Give yourself  some “Me 
Time”. Take a relaxing bath, go 
for an exploratory cruise, walk, 
or bike ride  around the city, or 
sit down and try some of  those 
mindfulness coloring pages 
that appear to be so popular. 
Alternatively, you can try taking 
candy from babies, just to see 
for yourself  how easy it is.

The bottom line is, do 
whatever you enjoy that gives 
you time to reflect on what 
an awesome person you are. 
Everyone will go through Val-

entine’s Day in their own way, 
just like every other day, so you 
may as well enjoy yours.

Disclaimer: The writer 
of  this article does not en-
dorse taking candy or other 
items from babies. The movies 
aforementioned may be too in-
tense for some viewers, viewer 
discretion is advised. An equal 
opportunity article. Other re-
strictions may apply.

A single’s guiDe To VAlenTine’s DAy
Armando Galindo, Reporter

roses. photo credit krista murray.



pretty you are.”
Disclaimer – No roses, or men, 

were irreversibly harmed in the writ-
ing of  this article. 

Krista Murray, Layout Editor

Last February I found my-
self  in Guatemala learn-

ing about the process of  
transforming cacao beans into 
chocolate, all while drinking 
traditional Maya hot chocolate. 
It was a bit of  a surreal experi-
ence, one that changed the way 
I thought about chocolate. 

There is so much more to 
chocolate than just walking into 
a store, buying a bar off  the 
shelf, and consuming it in two 
or three bites. So much work 
goes into processing and pro-
ducing chocolate. Now, before 
I shove an entire chocolate bar 
in my mouth I stop to consider 
where exactly it came from. 

If  you have ever stopped 
to wonder where your choco-
late comes from, the brand-
new podcast The Slow Melt, may 
be the one for you. Hosted by 
journalist and food educator 
Simran Sethi, The Slow Melt fol-
lows one woman’s journey to 
discover chocolate from bean 
to bar. 

Over the course of  this 
show, Sethi takes listeners 

through the delicious and com-
plex world of  chocolate. All 
things chocolate are discussed, 
including fl avour, physiology, 
conservation, chemistry, and 
social justice. The show fea-
tures a number of  guests, from 
farmers to conservationists, 
manufacturers, tasting experts, 
scientists, and even award win-
ning chocolatiers.  

The fi rst season is devoted 
entirely to the enjoyment of  
chocolate, and the fi rst episode 
takes us through the multiplic-
ity of  chocolate and how and 
why we love this sweet treat. 
The fi rst episode provides an 
overview of  all things choco-
late, how it is being studied by 
scientists, the taste of  place or 
“terroir” that chocolate devel-
ops depending on where the 
cacao is grown, how we inter-
pret the aromas and fl avour of  
chocolate and recommenda-
tions on how to host your very 
own chocolate tasting party.

The Slow Melt is the fi rst 
step in gaining a new apprecia-
tion for 

chocolate, its journey, and 
those who make this sweet 
treat available for all. Episodes 
are 25-30 minutes in length, 
perfect for a study break, and 
just enough time to savour the 
chocolate of  your choice. The 

Slow Melt is available on iTunes, 
or your favourite podcast app. 
Be prepared to fall in love with 
chocolate all over again, or at 
the very least gain a new appre-
ciation for it. 

poDCAsT ReView: THE SLOW MELT
Krista Murray, Layout Editor

Dear Glow Cloud,
Will you be my Valentine?
Sincerely,
Lustful in the Library

Dear Lustful,
The very fact that you think 

I have the time or inclination to 
spend my resources on some-
thing as meaningless and shal-
low as an imaginary holiday 
is insulting. The concept of  
spending money, which could 
be better put to use in, say, the 
University infrastructure to 
support student services or ne-
cessities in the women’s wash-
rooms, which this damn editor 
is so passionate about, people 
purchase botanical gifts that 
die within the week - economic 
waste at its fi nest.

On the other hand, with a 
population of  roughly 400 un-
dergraduate students, I’m fl at-
tered that you have selected me 
to be the object of  your affec-
tions. I am the obvious choice, 
due to my clear dominance of  
the university’s social hierarchy. 
With Quentin’s demise, I am 
the ultimate being on campus. 

I am not inclined toward 
romantic relationships (it would 
never work; I’m vastly more ad-
vanced than the average mor-
tal), but I am always in need of  
reliable, devoted minions in my 
quest for world domination.

All Hail,
Almighty Glow Cloud
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The Oxford Comma
The Oxford Comma is so 

wonderful, yet people 
blatantly refuse to use it. Its 
signifi cance in grammar is 

vast: it can completely change 
a sentence.

EG:
“I had dinner with the 

strippers, Hitler and Stalin”
vs.

“I had dinner with the 
strippers, Hitler, and Stalin.”

kind of  on the fence about Mi-
chel and Lorelai fi cs - they’re 
a thing, and they’re weird. I’m 
also vehemently against Lorelai 
and Christopher. He’s a creep 
and he’s not good for her.

The Ugly: Swann Queen. I 
totally ship Regina and Emma 
platonically, but by no means 
do I approve of  them as a ro-
mantic couple. Another I can’t 
get behind is Snow Queen, 
which I was just informed 
was a thing. Snow and Regina 
should not be a romantic ship. 
Snow is Regina’s stepdaughter, 
for crying out loud! That’s so 
icky! After you’re done washing 
your brain with bleach, go and 
get a second bottle: I’ve seen 
fi cs online that feature Lorelai 
and Rory as the primary ro-
mantic ship. Guys, that’s illegal. 
And morally reprehensible. It’s 
no Ginny and the Giant Squid, 
but you should still probably 
give your heads a shake about 
that one.

THe gReATesT ‘sHips in FAnFiCTion HisToRy
Ariele Kehler, Fanfi ction Expert

entine’s Day in their own way, 
just like every other day, so you 
may as well enjoy yours.

Disclaimer: The writer 
of  this article does not en-
dorse taking candy or other 
items from babies. The movies 
aforementioned may be too in-
tense for some viewers, viewer 
discretion is advised. An equal 
opportunity article. Other re-
strictions may apply.

A single’s guiDe To VAlenTine’s DAy
Armando Galindo, Reporter
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As the last meeting be-
fore the regular Students’ 

Union elections begins, the 
council is gearing up to an-
nounce whether or not they 
are intending to rerun for their 
current, or another, position. 
The dates for the electoral pe-
riod are as follows:
February 13th-15th: First Nom-
ination Period
February 16th-17th: Second 
Nomination Period
February 22nd-March 2nd: 
Campaigning
February 28th: Candidate De-
bate
March 2nd-3rd: Voting Polls 
Open 

In conjunction with the im-
pending electoral period, Indig-
enous Peoples’ Director Sheree 
Blacksmith announced that the 

Brandon University Aboriginal 
Student Council will be hold-
ing their elections for next year 
shortly as well. 

Also related to the elec-
toral period, Current Students’ 
Union President Nick Brown 
has requested a leave of  ab-
sence from his position for 
the period of  February 22nd 
through March 3rd. It is be-
lieved that he will be running 
for his current position once 
again. The Students’ Union 
By-Laws dictate that he (or any 
person currently holding a po-
sition) is not allowed to work 
for Students’ Union while he is 
campaigning for re-election. 

Moving away from elec-
tion related news, the date for 
the next Annual General Meet-
ing has been set. The Students’ 

Union intends to hold their 
next Annual General Meeting 
on March 21st at 12:40pm (the 
free slot on Tuesday). The loca-
tion and intended chairperson 
are yet to be announced, but 
information will be forthcom-
ing as the details are finalized. 
In the past the Students’ Union 
has held their Annual General 
Meeting in the cafeteria (Har-
vest Hall) as well as in SUDS. 
Typically snacks are provided 
for union members (students) 
in attendance. 

Lastly, a council member’s 
unapproved absence was noted 
at this meeting. Vice President 
External Greg Monias had 
previously asked for a leave 
of  absence from his position 
for health related reasons. In 
his initial request, he detailed 

that he would be returning to 
his post on Monday, February 
6th, 2017. At the council meet-
ing on February 6th President 
Brown informed council that at 
the time Vice President Monias 
was still away from his position 
as he had gone to Lobby Week 
in Ottawa on behalf  of  the Ca-
nadian Federation of  Students 
(Manitoba). Vice President 
Monias currently holds a chair 
on the Canadian Federation 
of  Students (Manitoba) as the 
Aboriginal Director/Commis-
sioner. Vice President Monias 
had failed to notify council that 
his absence would be extended 
past his declared return date. 
As of  Friday, February 10th at 
4:00pm Vice President Monias 
had still not returned to his 
position and was unavailable 

for comment. It is expected 
that he will return on February 
13th, one week later than he had 
originally stated for his return 
to office. 

The next BUSU regular 
meeting is slated to be held on 
February 27th at 5:00pm in the 
CLC Boardroom. This meeting 
may be cancelled or postponed 
depending on how many mem-
bers of  council are running for 
re-election (and thus are not 
able to attend), or how much 
new business is brought to the 
council. As always, students 
(members of  the union) are 
welcome to attend meetings 
that are in the open session. 

busu MeeTing: FebRuARy 6th, 2017
Ashlyn Pearce, Editor-in-Chief

As someone who’s been 
single for quite a while 

and has tried various meth-
ods of  dating, I feel like I’m 
qualified to talk about one of  
the biggest banes of  my exis-
tence: dating. However, we’re 
going to be very specific and 
talk about something that 
has never quite worked for 
me; that being online dating. 
Throughout my many years of  
exploring dating options I’ve 
gone through and watched 
just about every TED talk re-
lated to dating, and those re-
lating to online dating as well. 
This is a very time consuming 
process, so I’m going to save 
you the necessity of  doing the 
same and regale you with what 
I’ve learned from the various 
talks. 

Two of  my favourite talks 
for online dating come from 
Amy Webb and Hannah Fry. 
As both women are well-edu-

cated and highly logical, I like 
to think that they’re rather 
similar to myself  (albeit in 
5-10 years time) and that their 
advice would probably be of  
use to me. 

Online dating sites match 
people together based on an 
algorithm. No matter which 
site/service you use, you will 
have to fill in either a few, or 
a lot, of  questions pertaining 
to what exactly you’re looking 
for. Tinder has the hallmark 
for asking the least informa-
tion in my experience, while 
OK Cupid asks quite a bit 
more. Each of  your answers 
are then put into an algorithm 
which helps you choose peo-
ple you’re interested in. Tak-
ing Bumble and Tinder for 
examples, you fill in the infor-
mation of  what age range and 
gender(s) you’re interested in, 
as well as how far away people 
should ideally be. 

Now, why doesn’t this 
work? Theoretically if  you 
answer all the questions right 
and fill in you’re “about me” 
section adequately you should 
have no problem finding 
someone that you’re compat-
ible with. And therein lies the 
problem, as has been revealed 
to me by the illuminating TED 
talks: people are really bad at 
filling in the blanks correctly. 
For example, Webb’s first 
crack at online dating lead to 
her copy and pasting informa-
tion from her resume into her 
profile (hint: this led to many 
dates with people she was not 
compatible with, so don’t do 
that). 

So how did they make on-
line dating work? Well Webb 
reverse-engineered a whole 
new algorithm. So she took 
the people that dating sites 
matched her up with, pitted 
them against a new set of  

data, and if  they came out 
with a high enough compat-
ibility score she would go on 
a date with them. Something 
else that Webb noted was that 
popular people on dating sites 
tend to use positive or aspira-
tional language. By using this 
information to adapt her own 
profile, she was able to meet 
more people that she was 
compatible with. 

While Fry hasn’t used on-
line dating sites to my knowl-
edge, she does give a list of  
tips for how you can succeed 
at love using math. Her tip re-
lating to online dating is that 
being attractive doesn’t neces-
sarily make you more popular. 
If  people see you as too at-
tractive they’ll be intimidated 
and then will try their luck 
with someone slightly less at-
tractive, assuming that more 
people will be going after 
the people with supermodel 

level beauty. Moral of  the 
story here? Don’t minimize 
your flaws in your pictures. 
If  you’re a little overweight, 
don’t go crazy with cropping 
the photo; if  you’re balding, 
don’t only post pictures of  
you wearing a hat. The people 
that are worth your time will 
still find you attractive. 

So what can the average 
person do to win at online 
dating? Well, you’re going 
to need to understand a few 
math algorithms and know 
how correlations work. Or, 
if  you’re like me and don’t 
fancy spending your free time 
on math problems, you’re go-
ing to need to be honest and 
positive about the image of  
yourself  that you project both 
with images and language. 

op/eD: online DATing is A MATH gAMe
Ashlyn Pearce, Editor-in-Chief

Tues. Feb. 14th Wed. Feb. 15th Thurs. Feb. 16th Fri. Feb. 17th Sat. Feb. 18th Sun. Feb. 19th Mon. Feb. 20th

campus calendar

first nomination 
period, BUsU

first nomination 
period, BUsU

second nomination 
period, BUsU

clinic available in 
the hlc 9:00am - 
1:00pm

second nomination 
period, BUsU

Wadidja at the 
evans, 7:30pm

Wadidja at the 
evans, 7:30pm

rocky horror pic-
ture show at the 
evans, 10:00pm

Wadidja at the 
evans, 7:30pm

no classes - louis 
riel day



We all have that friend 
who is perpetually single, 

now is the perfect time to find 
them a mate. When consider-
ing potential future lovers for 
your nearest and dearest you 
needn’t take their feelings into 
consideration. In fact, consider 
them only for their genetics, 
throw feelings completely out 
the window. After all they are 
single, and clearly incapable of  
finding someone on their own. 

Here are 5 steps to guar-
antee your friends’ future hap-
piness. #4 Will Surprise You! 
(No it won’t). 

Step 1: Setting the stage for 
that “accidental” meeting. First 
impressions are everything, or 
nothing, depending on your 
point of  view. I prefer some-
thing vaguely suggestive, per-
haps a Roman orgy. 

Step 2: The Meeting. Dur-
ing the meeting, you need to 
play it casual, bring both parties 

into the conversation and then 
as they begin to connect slowly 
withdraw. I can guarantee that 
it will be hours before they 
stop staring into one another’s 
eyes and realize that they have 
been left alone in a corner of  
the room. Be sure to keep their 
wine glasses full. Alcohol is an 
excellent social lubricant and 
essential to their falling in love. 
Everything sounds better when 
your drunk, and it can’t possi-
bly be awkward if  both parties 
are naked. 

Step 3: Making them think 
it was their idea. The last thing 
you want is for them to realize 
that you orchestrated the en-
tire love affair. I hear there is 
a technology to implant ideas 
like this into their dreams. 

Step 4: Wedding planning 
101. It would be stupid to start 
planning the wedding before 
their meeting and inevitable 
romance, however, do it any-

ways for… reasons. You need 
to be the one looking towards 
their future, and when they 
announce their engagement 
you can surprise them by hav-
ing everything pre-planned. In 
fact, I recommend anticipating 
that date, pay all the deposits 
and have everything arranged. 
They will love you forever and 
realize just how much you love 
them. I’m so lonely. 

 Step 5: The Reveal/Cover 
Up/Affair. Depending on the 
friends you have matched up 
you may want to reveal your 
part in their love story, then 
again, this may also result in the 
termination of  your friendship. 
Judge accordingly and have al-
cohol and a go-bag ready. 

When your plan inevitably 
fails, because it will. Just re-
member, if  it doesn’t’ work out 
there are plenty of  fish in the 
sea, and if  they didn’t have you 
someone else would do. Any 

stranger off  the street looking 
for love will do as a temporary, 
or perma-
nent, lov-
er. 

Some-
t h i n g 
a b o u t 
ships fuck-
ing in the 
night. 

MATCHMAking in 5 eAsy sTeps
Sultra Bouree, Matchmaker.

7:00 am: Cupid is awakened 
from deep slumber by his 

iPhone alarm blasting Do You 
Believe in Life After Love. 
Cupid cries because he is an 
infant and has not yet learned 
to express emotions through 
language. Also because Cher’s 
voice is ethereal.  

8:00 am: Workout. It’s arm 
day followed by a kale smooth-
ie, without sweet biceps, Cupid 
cannot accurately fire arrows at 
unsuspecting passersby/soon 
to be lovers.  

9:00 am: To the walk-in 
closet to pick an outfit. Cu-
pid’s options consist of  silk 
garments of  varying lengths. 
Fuchsia sequins, because today 
is Valentine’s Day. 

10:00 am: Cupid drives to 
the office via Herbie, the Love 
Bug. Love these days is mostly 
an office job; Cupid used to 
travel for work but now most 

people just use the internet. 
11:00 am: Cupid chooses 

the couples that will fall in love 
today. Wendy will fall in love 
with Harold; Cupid decides 
this based on the amount of  
time Wendy spent looking at 
Harold’s Tinder profile and 
her subsequent searches of  
him on Google. Kris will fall 
in love with Eleanor; Cupid de-
cides this based on how long it 
took Kris to scroll back 3 years 
through Eleanor’s Instagram 
pictures. Alex will fall in love 
with Bob; Cupid decides this 
based on the fact that Alex just 
accidentally sent Bob a screen-
shot of  Bob’s alluring profile 
picture instead of  a screenshot 
of  a funny cat. 

12:00 pm: Lunch is purée 
quinoa and peas. Cupid scrolls 
through Instagram, his cousin 
Puck has accidentally broken a 
relationship and replaced one 

partners head with that of  a 
donkey. Again. 

1:00 pm: Cupid files his pa-
perwork. This requires review 
of  the relationships he has 
bludgeoned into being with his 
bow; to ensure compatibility. 
He does this by analyzing their 
Facebook profiles. Of  course, 
Cupid is still an infant and re-
ally has no concept of  roman-
tic compatibility. 

2:00 pm: Cupid leaves the 
office to seek out Wendy, Kris 
and Alex. 

2:30 pm: Cupid success-
fully pierces Wendy with the 
arrow in the leg right before 
seeing Harold and causes her 
to fall down the stairs in front 
of  him. Perfect shot! 

3:00 pm: Kris is in the li-
brary scrolling through Elea-
nor’s pictures for the ump-
teenth time. Cupid shoots the 
arrow right into her hand. The 

big red heart appears indicat-
ing Kris has just liked Eleanor’s 
selfie from Mexico 2011. Like! 

3:30 pm: Alex is really ner-
vous because he can see Bob 
coming over to chat with him, 
Alex won’t stop fidgeting and 
it’s really messing with Cupid’s 
aim. Sometimes if  Cupid can-
not hit the target using the ar-
row, he can use other means. 
So Cupid uses his power to 
project himself  into the mind 
of  the bird flying overhead, he 
successfully hits his target, 
Alex, on the shoulder with 
excretion right before Bob 
approaches. Bullseye!  

4:00 pm: Cupid officiates 
today’s couples. He carves 
their initials into various sur-
faces, trees, bathroom stalls, 
locks on bridges with no 
keys and such. This makes 
the relationships permanent 
forever. Until they are re-

viewed by the Relationship Re-
view Board every 5 to 10 years, 
where about 50% of  the pairs 
will be deemed “a mistake from 
the beginning” and sent to the 
Marital Dissolution Factory.

5:30 pm: Cupid and Herbie 
open a bottle of  red to com-
memorate the end of  a trium-
phant Valentine’s Day. 

8:00pm Cupid goes to bed 
and sleeps like a baby knowing 
his job is done and it is the lov-
ers whose work begins now.  

A DAy in THe liFe oF CupiD
Alexandra Mackay, Reporter
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community calendar

karaoke at the 
double decker

live music at the 
40, lady of the 
lake, double 
decker

live music at the 
40, double 
decker

photo credit gdJ/pixabay.

for comment. It is expected 
that he will return on February 
13th, one week later than he had 
originally stated for his return 
to office. 

The next BUSU regular 
meeting is slated to be held on 
February 27th at 5:00pm in the 
CLC Boardroom. This meeting 
may be cancelled or postponed 
depending on how many mem-
bers of  council are running for 
re-election (and thus are not 
able to attend), or how much 
new business is brought to the 
council. As always, students 
(members of  the union) are 
welcome to attend meetings 
that are in the open session. 

Ashlyn Pearce, Editor-in-Chief

level beauty. Moral of  the 
story here? Don’t minimize 
your flaws in your pictures. 
If  you’re a little overweight, 
don’t go crazy with cropping 
the photo; if  you’re balding, 
don’t only post pictures of  
you wearing a hat. The people 
that are worth your time will 
still find you attractive. 

So what can the average 
person do to win at online 
dating? Well, you’re going 
to need to understand a few 
math algorithms and know 
how correlations work. Or, 
if  you’re like me and don’t 
fancy spending your free time 
on math problems, you’re go-
ing to need to be honest and 
positive about the image of  
yourself  that you project both 
with images and language. 

op/eD: online DATing is A MATH gAMe



As of  yesterday, February 
13th, the first period of  

nominations has opened for 
the Brandon University Stu-
dents’ Union (BUSU) regular 
elections. Below is a calendar 
of  events in coordination with 
the elections period.

During the first nomina-

tion period you may nominate 
yourself  or another student to 
run for any position (Execu-
tive, Director, Senator, Student 
at Large). You will have to ac-
quire a specified number of  
signatures from students for 
your nomination to be accept-
ed. Nomination packages may 

be picked up at BUSU’s office. 
During the second nomi-

nation period you may acquire 
and submit your nomination 
package, however you may only 
be nominated for positions 
which no one was nominated 
for in the initial period. 

eleCtion inforMation
Ashlyn Pearce, Editor-in-Chief

 
Desks For Sale

Are you looking for a gently 
used desk? The Quill has some 
for sale! Stop by our office or 

email for more info!

2nd Floor KDC
eic@thequill.ca
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We want you!

If  you like to write, take 
pictures,or draw things, 

you should work for The Quill!
We can offer a cool office to nap 

in and tuition rebates.

 Email us at eic@thequill.ca!
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People’s Market Place
32 13th Street

We have the furniture you need at 
the prices you can afford

(204)727-4708
visit us on Facebook at 
People’s Market Place

 
Got something you want to 
sell? Looking for something 

to buy?

Students get FREE classified 
ads with The Quill!

Email us at eic@thequill.ca


