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Long night AgAinst ProcrAstinAtion

Another success

I am sure the word has spread 
around campus already, ex-

ams are just around the cor-
ner. ‘Tis the season to toss your 
amassed library of class notes in 
frustration, to scream at your 
computer screen like a mad-
man, and soak your pillow with 
tears of desperation. However, 
you might be surprised to find 
that there are quite a number of 
exam grinches at BU that aren’t 
keen on the spirit of this season. 
They would rather relax and feel 
secure in the knowledge that 
sufficient preparation will carry 
them through the end of semes-
ter examinations. To this end, 
Late Night Against Procrastina-
tion was held at BU’s John E. 

Robbins Library on Wednesday 
the 22nd of November. 

The event was designed to 
combat study procrastination, 
and encourage students to be-
gin their exam preparation. It all 
started at 7:00PM and ran until 
3:00AM the following morn-
ing. Having said this, many 
showing up at exactly 7:00PM 
found it difficult to find a place 
to study, since a significant por-
tion of students had arrived ear-
lier than this to maximize study 
time. 

For those with specific 
questions in mind and a need 
for help to get them answered, 
math, writing, and learning 
skills help sessions were offered 

in the curriculum area. If you 
were a little late for your sched-
uled session you were likely to 
get bumped back as there were 
many students looking for help 
to gain that extra edge on their 
assignments and exams. 

In addition to the academic 
assistance offered at the library, 
which included research help, 
there were numerous anti-stress 
stations set up. From knitting 
to colouring, and of course 
the ever popular therapy dogs, 
one of which was under a little 
stress himself judging by the 
barking. Of course now I have 
prattled on about what might 
seem inconsequential to many 
of you and ignored the heart 

of the whole event. I will now 
remedy this grievous error and 
make mention of the free food. 
Healthy snacks such as apples 
and bananas were on offer from 
the get go along with tea and 
coffee. Those that managed 
to last until midnight were re-
warded with free pizza. There 
were quite a few that did, even 
compared to previous years. As 
Chantal Lim, an anti-procrasti-
nator, put it: “I feel like it gets 
bigger and bigger, like the line 
for pizza just gets longer.” 

If you were not one of the 
many that were able to attend, 
do not fret too much about it. 
However, it is wise to heed the 
event’s warning: do not procras-

tinate. 
Having made it this far in 

the semester, one could be led 
to believe, quite incorrectly, 
that the home stretch is more of 
the same. This falsehood might 
be an alluring belief to grasp 
hold of when the importance to 
study is weighed against crack-
ing open a cold one with the 
boys, don’t fall for this however. 
It is a will o’wisp that will lead 
you closer and closer to exam 
time until you are the one sit-
ting in exams red eyed and 
unshaven, reeking of the ten 
energy drinks you downed to 
carry you through the previous 
night’s cram session.   

Patrick Gohl, Reporter

Students cracking down and getting those assignments out of the way. photo Credit: patrick gohl.
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It was an exciting day for a 
Brandon University Mas-

ter of Education student. On 
Wednesday, November 15th 
Natashalee Thompson won 
the Manitoba Council for In-
ternational Education (MCIE) 
International Student Award 
in the post-secondary educa-
tion category.

The Manitoba Council 
for International Education 
is an organization that advo-
cates for and supports inter-
national students studying 
in Manitoba. Each year the 
MCIE hosts its International 
Student awards in Winnipeg 
to celebrate the prestigious ac-
complishments of Manitoba’s 
many international students.  
According to the MCIE there 
are now over 10,000 inter-
national students currently 
studying in Manitoba. The 

MCIE states that the interna-
tional education contributes 
over 11 billion dollars annu-
ally to the Canadian economy 
and 230 million dollars annu-
ally to Manitoba’s economy. 
They also state that interna-
tional students support more 
than 1600 jobs in Manitoba 
alone. The 2017 MCIE In-
ternational Students Award 
ceremony saw international 
students from across the prov-
ince attend.

 In regards to receiving the 
award Thompson says it was 
a joyous occasion. “I am very 
happy, extremely happy” says 
Thompson who adds that she 
was proud to represent both 
the university and the com-
munity of Brandon in general. 
In order to receive the award 
Thompson had to be nomi-
nated. She explains that it was 

one of her Faculty of Educa-
tion professors who sent in 
the nomination. “I was nomi-
nated by Dr. Cathryn Smith. 
She lectures in the Faculty of 
Education.” Thompson found 
out that she was nominated 
by her professor when the 
BU Office of International 
Activities reached out to her. 
She explains that there were 
sections of the nomination 
application she needed to fill 
out. “There was a section for 
me to fill in,” says Thompson. 
“That’s how I found out I was 
nominated for this award.” 
The MCIE award not only 
included a certificate of recog-
nition but a certain amount 
of prize money. Thompson, 
along with the certificate, re-
ceived a total of $400.00. In 
terms of advice to other in-
ternational students studying 

at BU Thompson says to be 
a well-rounded student and 
seek university support should 
you require it. “ I do believe 
it’s good to be a very rounded 
student. The university does 
provide us with support for us 
to just be you at BU,” explains 
Thompson who adds that she 
is grateful for the opportuni-
ties to regular engage in cam-
pus activities. Thompson ends 
off by thanking all the people 
who believed in her.

Overall BU also had two 
additional nominees in the 
award ceremony, Sherine 
Salmon and Alex Lowe. 
Thompson receiving the 
award also marks an impor-
tant milestone in Brandon 
University history. This is the 
first time that a Brandon Uni-
versity student has won the 
award.

BrAndon university student wins Mcie AwArd
Donnovan Hillman, Reporter

Five weeks. Five weeks in 
the middle of the semester 

I was gone and not one of you 
even noticed I was away. Did 
you guys even send a note to 
the Editor asking, “Hey where 
did that Rob guy go? He was 
so funny and charming. I re-
ally liked the way he articulat-
ed his words and focused on 
those sports articles he’s done 
for the past four years.” 

For shame on you. Here I 
go, 900 kilometers away and 
y’all can’t even send a ‘wel-
come back’ gift basket for my 
hypothetical future family and 
I. Why do I even keep coming 
back here to write?

Well, guess what readers? I 
am back on campus and ready 
to start my second four-week 
stint of university classes. I 
was recently out of town for 
my journey into the world of 
student teaching placement. 
This was my first step into 
the career of teaching, and 
my first taste of what a day in 
the life of a teacher is like. My 
placement itself will largely be 
talked about in Part 2 of this 
series, so if you are unable to 
follow along with the epic 
stories of Friends or the Star 
Wars series, this article prob-

ably isn’t for you. I advise all 
to advert their gazes, as BU’s 
insurance policy doesn’t cover 
blown minds.

Here is a little background 
information on me and some 
clues on how I got to where 
I am in my life: I am in the 
Education After Degree Pro-
gram. I completed my un-
dergrad here in Brandon and 
now travel about 100 meters 
north of where I used to at-
tend classes.

The Ed. program begins in 
September and kicks off with a 
three day orientation. We then 
spend the next 
four weeks sitting 
through lessons 
in the Education 
Building. The 
classes provide us 
with info regard-
ing psychology, 
legal situations 
and everything 
you can be fired 
for, classroom 
management and 
different instruc-
tional methods to 
use while teach-
ing kids. The first 
few weeks you 
meet some awe-

some people and discover a lot 
about yourself and the profes-
sion of education!

Come October though, 
it’s time to test what you’ve 
learned, in what I like to call 
the sink or flounder method. 
You are thrown into water (a 
random classroom) with your 
swim trunks (the preparation 
from university) and expected 
to sink (fail at teaching) or 
flounder (kind of survive at 
teaching). See, the only is-
sue is swim trunks are nice 
for covering up but aren’t re-
ally that practical in regards 

to keeping you afloat. It’s not 
until you’ve gotten to flounder 
around long enough that you 
start to gather material to float 
on by yourself. This is more of 
a topic I will touch on in the 
next issue.

Tune in next week to find 
out what actually happens out 
on teaching placement and 
how yours truly, survived the 
experience. I will be gather-
ing quotes from my peers and 
colleagues and giving you the 
most in depth information we 
can about our experiences out 
in the real world.

Robert Killam, Assistant Editor-in-Chief and Wannabe Teacher
student teAching with roBert KiLLAM

this is totally rob. Yep. pC: Creative Commons.



The Brandon Univer-
sity Bobcats volleyball 

teams will be teaming up with 
Christmas Cheer at the home 
games on December 1st. The 
Brandon-Westman Samaritan 
House as well as Christmas 
Cheer will be on-hand during 
the game to accept donations 
of toys, food, and clothing for 
those who need it.

The Christmas Cheer 
hampers have grown signifi-
cantly in the past two years, 
from roughly 900-950 need-
ed in 2015 to around 1,100 
in 2016. These hampers sup-

port local families who need 
some assistance with making 
their family’s holiday a special 
one, from food on the table, 
to new toys for the children, 
to warm toes and fingers with 
warm, woolly socks and mit-
tens. Items most requested 
this year include toys, socks, 
knitted items, board games, 
crayons, colouring books, 
toothbrushes, and toothpaste.

“We are gearing up for 
that and are prepared to see 
similar numbers,” said second 
year Bobcat, Tayler Lane. “We 
appreciate every business, club 

or organization that takes on a 
project like this to help us.”

Samaritan House provides 
the food hampers that some 
lower income individuals and 
families require to make sure 
they and their families have 
food on the table. Last year, 
19,177 hampers were handed 
out to those who needed them. 
In comparison, so far this year 
around 19,200 hampers have 
been given out. These ham-
pers contain the basic non-
perishable food staples that 
people require, like canned 
beans, soups, and infant for-

mula, as well as non-food 
items, like laundry detergent 
and diapers.

The Bobcats play against 
the University of Winnipeg 
Wesmen on Friday, 
December 1st, with 
the women play-
ing at 6:00PM and 
the men following 
at 7:45PM. Bring 
a friend and some 
donation items, and 
come support your 
Bobcats as well as 
people in need this 
holiday season. Re-

member, admission to Bob-
cats home games is free for 
students with your BU stu-
dent ID!

Ariele Kehler, Editor-in-Chief
BoBcAts teAM uP with christMAs cheer
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It was an exciting day for a 
Brandon University Mas-
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the Manitoba Council for In-
ternational Education (MCIE) 
International Student Award 
in the post-secondary educa-
tion category.

The Manitoba Council 
for International Education 
is an organization that advo-
cates for and supports inter-
national students studying 
in Manitoba. Each year the 
MCIE hosts its International 
Student awards in Winnipeg 
to celebrate the prestigious ac-
complishments of Manitoba’s 
many international students.  
According to the MCIE there 
are now over 10,000 inter-
national students currently 
studying in Manitoba. The 

MCIE states that the interna-
tional education contributes 
over 11 billion dollars annu-
ally to the Canadian economy 
and 230 million dollars annu-
ally to Manitoba’s economy. 
They also state that interna-
tional students support more 
than 1600 jobs in Manitoba 
alone. The 2017 MCIE In-
ternational Students Award 
ceremony saw international 
students from across the prov-
ince attend.

 In regards to receiving the 
award Thompson says it was 
a joyous occasion. “I am very 
happy, extremely happy” says 
Thompson who adds that she 
was proud to represent both 
the university and the com-
munity of Brandon in general. 
In order to receive the award 
Thompson had to be nomi-
nated. She explains that it was 

one of her Faculty of Educa-
tion professors who sent in 
the nomination. “I was nomi-
nated by Dr. Cathryn Smith. 
She lectures in the Faculty of 
Education.” Thompson found 
out that she was nominated 
by her professor when the 
BU Office of International 
Activities reached out to her. 
She explains that there were 
sections of the nomination 
application she needed to fill 
out. “There was a section for 
me to fill in,” says Thompson. 
“That’s how I found out I was 
nominated for this award.” 
The MCIE award not only 
included a certificate of recog-
nition but a certain amount 
of prize money. Thompson, 
along with the certificate, re-
ceived a total of $400.00. In 
terms of advice to other in-
ternational students studying 

at BU Thompson says to be 
a well-rounded student and 
seek university support should 
you require it. “ I do believe 
it’s good to be a very rounded 
student. The university does 
provide us with support for us 
to just be you at BU,” explains 
Thompson who adds that she 
is grateful for the opportuni-
ties to regular engage in cam-
pus activities. Thompson ends 
off by thanking all the people 
who believed in her.

Overall BU also had two 
additional nominees in the 
award ceremony, Sherine 
Salmon and Alex Lowe. 
Thompson receiving the 
award also marks an impor-
tant milestone in Brandon 
University history. This is the 
first time that a Brandon Uni-
versity student has won the 
award.

BrAndon university student wins Mcie AwArd
Donnovan Hillman, Reporter

This past weekend saw the 
Assiniboine Community 

College Cougars volleyball 
and futsal teams in action. 
The futsal teams travelled to 
Lethbridge, Alberta to play a 
few pre-season games against 
the Lethbridge College Ko-
diaks and the Medicine Hat 
College Rattlers, while the 
volleyball teams made their 
way to Otterburne, Manito-
ba, to take on the Providence 
University College Pilots.

The men’s and women’s 
futsal teams had a rough start 
to their pre-seasons. On Fri-
day, November 24th, the 
women played against both of 
the Kodiaks’ women’s teams, 
while the men played one 
of the Kodiaks’ men’s teams. 
The women lost both of their 
matches, the first 0-3 and, al-
though they gave it their all, 
0-5 to the second team. The 
men got a little more leverage 
in their first match, ending up 

tying the match 7-7. 
Saturday saw the ladies 

having a bit of an off day, los-
ing 0-9 against the Rattlers. 
The men played both the 
Rattlers and the Kodiaks’ sec-
ond team. The game against 
the Rattlers was hard fought, 
but the Cougars lost 3-5. The 
game against the second Ko-
diaks team was doomed from 
the start, since they were deal-
ing with injuries and had just 
finished playing the Rattlers. 
The outcome was a 3-11 loss 
for the Cougars.

Sunday, both teams 
played the Kodiaks again. The 
women scored their first goal 
of the year, although they lost 
1-2, and the men lost 2-13.

The volleyball teams faced 
off against the Pilots, with 
mixed results. On Friday 
night, the women narrowly 
lost their match in four sets 
with scores of 16-25, 18-25, 
25-20, and 22-25. The men, 

similarly, narrowly lost their 
match in four sets with scores 
of 25-23, 20-25, 15-25, and 
11-25. 

Saturday saw the women’s 
team bounce back, serving 
the Pilots with their first loss 
of the 
season. 
T h e y 
w o n 
t h e i r 
m a t c h 
in five 
s e t s , 
w i t h 
a final 
score of 
3-2. The 
m e n 
were less 
l u c k y , 
l o s i n g 
t h e i r 
m a t c h 
in three 
sets.

The 

volleyball teams next play this 
coming Friday and Saturday 
at the ACC gym against the 
Les Rouges. The women’s 
hockey team will also be play-
ing at home next weekend. 
They will be hosting the Mi-

not State University Beavers 
at the Sportsplex.

Good luck, Cougars!

Ariele Kehler, Editor-in-Chief
cougArs PLAy hArd, worK hArd

Basketball fans of the BU 
Bobcats could not have 

been too upset this past week-
end as both men’s and wom-
en’s team each won a game 
and lost a game against the 
University of Manitoba Bi-
sons. The games were played 
on Winnipeg home court.

The women earned their 
second win of the season, 
first against the Dinos last 
week and now against the Bi-

sons. Friday night the women 
brought their A-game hard 
and heavy, winning the match 
84-77. Saturday night the 
Bobcats trailed by the end of 
the game but that wasn’t the 
story in the first half. The 
first two quarters of the game 
the Bobcats were up by small 
single digits, but up nonethe-
less. It wasn’t until the third 
quarter that the Bison’s got to 
work dismantling the BU de-

fence and scoring 33 points. 
The end of the match would 
see the Bobcats lose 74-90.

The men continue to tie 
their record as the line doesn’t 
move on their wins and losses. 
Friday night resulted in victo-
ry for the men while Saturday 
turned out to be a razor edge 
heartbreak. The first night the 
Bobcats took a three point 
split win over U of M in a nail 
biting fourth quarter. How-

ever if the teams tried to make 
it a close game the first night 
they did an even better job the 
second night. On Saturday 
the men would just barely lose 
with seconds on the clock 84-
85. Falling apart in the third 
quarter their opponents ran 
up the score 11-25points.

The Bobcat’s women re-
cord goes to 2-6 and the 
men’s record goes to 4-4. The 
basketball teams next games 

are on the 1st and 2nd out in 
Langley BC before their holi-
day break.

To check out any of the 
Bobcats stats please go to the 
Bobcats official website at 
www.gobobcats.com. Best of 
luck in your next games Bob-
cats!

Robert Killam, Assistant Editor-in-Chief
Bu BoBcAts BAsKetBALL 
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Dr. Emma Whelan gave 
a public lecture on No-

vember 20th, 2017 that was 
part of the Gender Frontier 
Speakers Series. Dr. Whelan 
is a sociologist from Dalhou-
sie University who focuses 
on knowledge and power in 
medicine and health care.

The talk was located at 
the Brandon Public Library, 
and was titled “I keep my 
hands clean! Why can’t he?” 
Dr. Whelan examined hand-
washing advice in the UK and 
North America over the past 
century, especially focusing 
on how gender plays a role 
in such advice. Dr. Whelan 

looked at soap advertise-
ments, and educational texts 
for those areas noted above 
while doing her research and 
the rise in the discussion of 
hand hygiene. She saw a focus 
on women in the literature, 
especially mothers and nurses 
as the ones who look after 
children and families. 

It was also noted by Dr. 
Whelan how hand washing 
has become a gendered form 
of common sense. Hand 
washing is pictured as an obvi-
ous thing to do when in medi-
cal fields it is considered less 
mundane and has standard-
ized protocols. The increase 

in handwashing education 
had a goal of bringing down 
the spread of infec-
tious disease in pub-
lic spaces and health 
care facilities but be-
came very gendered. 
Finally, Dr. Whelan 
examined how hand 
washing has become 
up to women to en-
force and the effects 
of this in a contem-
porary aspect. 

The talk was 
sponsored by the 
Margaret Lawrence 
Endowment Fund, 
the Brandon Uni-

versity Dean of Arts and the 
Brandon University Dean of 

Science.   

gender Frontiers sPeAKer series: dr. eMMA wheLAn
Jenna Murray, Reporter

Still looking for that per-
fect, inexpensive gift for 

mom? The Brandon Univer-

sity Women’s Collective, in 
partnership with Forbidden 
Flavours (University location) 

will be hold-
ing their first 
Wine and 
Paint Night 
on Wednes-
day, No-
vember 29th 
at 7:00PM. 
Who doesn’t 
like drink-
ing wine (or 
some sort of 
alcohol) and 
pretending 
to be an art-

ist? The best part is that even if 
you suck at art, you still come 
out with something your 
mom would be proud to hang 
on her wall.  The tickets are 
being sold for only $10 with 
all extra cost absorbed by the 
Women’s Collective. This is 
the Collective’s second event 
this year with more planned 
for next semester. The Collec-
tive also hosted Take Back the 
Night in September. 

The Women’s Collec-
tive is located on the second 
floor of the Knowles Douglas 
Building, right above BUSU 
and beside The Quill. The 

office hours for the remain-
der of this term are Monday 
and Wednesday’s from 11-12, 
with new hours coming in the 
second term. The Women’s 
Collective offers free pregnan-
cy tests, safer sex supplies, and 
tampons and pads. They also 
sell Diva Cups for $30. 

The Women’s Collective 
looks to support and empow-
er women. Plus, who doesn’t 
like not having to pay for 
condoms? Or tampons? That 
shit is expensive, so come get 
them for free! 

Some other events the 
Collective is discussing put-

ting on next term include a 
social, erotic bingo, and an-
other paint night if the first 
one is well attended so keep 
an eye out for announcements 
for second term! 

Women’s ColleCtive Paint night
Jenna Murray, Reporter

The Rural by Design con-
test is for students to sub-

mit their art, or other visual 
mediums to show what they 
mean and how they define ru-
ral Canada. Submissions may 
be original artworks, photo-
graphs, collages, digital illus-
trations, or graphic designs.

A large part of our coun-
try and province itself is rural; 
the definition of which can 
be small towns, villages and 
other populated places with 
less than 1,000 population. It 
may also be estate lots, as well 
as agricultural, undeveloped 
and non-developable lands, or 
remote and wilderness areas. 
One out of three Canadians 
live in various rural areas. Ru-

ral Canada is our home and 
part of our education through 
the Rural Development In-
stitute. There is a beauty to 
rural Canada and this contest 
shows what it means to each 
participant and can help other 
to see that as well.

The contest rules are as 
follows: the submissions must 
be original works, the contes-
tants must be 18 years of age 
by the deadline of the contest 
and they must be Brandon 
University students.

You can take part in this 
contest by submitting your 
work to the Rural Develop-
ment Institute office by end 
date of January 12th, 2018 and 
including a 100 to 200 word 

description of the story your 
work is telling about ‘rural’, 
you will need to provide your 
full name, email address, and 
phone number. If your work 
is chosen, you will need to 
complete a Release Form

Each submission to the 
contest will be judged by a 
panel of Rural Development 
and Fine Arts students, staff 
and faculty. The chosen sub-
missions will be displayed at 
the Rural Development In-
stitute office for a 12-month 
period. The top three winners 
will receive prizes, which will 
be announced at a later date.

All entries must be sub-
mitted by January 12th 2018. 
For those of you who have 

submitted works or will be 
doing so, good luck. For those 
who chose not to participate, 
take time once the contest has 
finished and the submissions 

put on display, and 
admire the beauty of the ru-
ral parts of our country and 
province. 

rurAL By design Art contest oPen For suBMissions
Kai Neiman, Reporter

Crystal City, MB. pC:krazytea/CC Attribution-Share Alike 4.0

Wash your hands, people. pC: gentle07/creative commons

paint-spattered penguin. pC: Creative Commons



Like many ‘children’ of my 
generation, I was raised on 

Star Wars. I saw the movies on 
VHS with my dad when I was 
young, and he took me to see 
the original trilogy in theatres 
when they were digitally re-
mastered in the late 90s. I am 
unabashedly a Star Wars pur-
ist: the original trilogy is the 
best, and the prequel trilogy 
is... not, in my books. Yes, the 
graphics and eff ects are better 
in Episodes I-III, and the pod 
racing is cool, but the story 
line is just so much better in 
Episodes IV-VI.

My personal favourite Star 
Wars movie has always been 
Episode VI: Return of the Jedi. 
I have no particular reason 
for it other than maybe be-
cause the Ewoks are adorable 
little cannibals, and C-3P0 as 
a God is pretty entertaining. 
(Yes, I am going to spoil the 
plot. No, I will not feel bad 
because this movie came out 
in 1983, almost a full decade 
before I was born). Th ere’s 

also the immense satisfaction 
of Darth Vader, a.k.a. Anakin 
Skywalker having his redeem-
ing moment, sacrifi cing him-
self and returning to the Light 
Side by throwing Emperor 
Palpatine to his death. 

Th is brings me to my main 
point: Star Wars Episode VIII: 
Th e Last Jedi will be coming 
to theatres on December 15th, 
and I will for sure be going 
to see it at some point before 
2018. I’ve seen a lot of fan 
theories about this, and I have 
a few of my own. For exam-
ple, a co-worker of mine and 
I have been arguing about 
Rey’s parentage for nearly 
two years now (SHE ISN’T 
A SKYWALKER, JOHN), 
amongst other things. Th e 
fan theory that I fi nd the 
most intriguing is that, based 
on the trailer for the movie, 
Luke will be giving up on 
teaching Rey and she there-
fore turns to Kylo Ren, born 
Ben Solo, who turned to the 
Dark Side and idolizes his 

grandfather, Darth Vader.
Here’s where my theory 

comes in: if Darth Vader 
turned back to the Light in 
the end, presumably a young 
Ben would’ve been told that. 
His seduction to the Dark 
Side by Supreme Leader 
Snoke doesn’t make sense if 
Anakin was exalted as a hero 
in his dying moments. Th ere-
fore, I suggest that Kylo Ren 
is a ruse. Even his name is 
taken from two heroes of the 
rebellion: S(ky)walker, for his 
uncle, and So(lo), for his fa-

ther. My thought is that Kylo 
will betray Snoke in the end, 
because like his grandfather 
before him, he is a hero.

I also super ship StormPi-
lot (Finn and Poe Dameron), 
so I’m looking forward to see-
ing more of my OTP, as well 
as my favourite droids, in the 
new fi lm.

Do you have any strong 
feelings about Star Wars? Let’s 
meet up for coff ee and argue! 
Send me an email at EIC@
Th eQuill.ca!

this weeK in PoP cuLture: thAt STAR WARS hyPe
Ariele Kehler, Editor-in-Chief

Dear Quintilius,
I have been searching for years 
for the Holy Grail. I have 
searched everywhere from the 
mountains of the Himalayas to 
the catacombs of Paris. Where is 
this treasure?
Sincerely Th e Greatest Anthro-
pologist
#SipFromTh atHolyGrail
 
Dear Mr. or Ms. Jones,

Th e story of the Grail is a 
long one and before I help you 
understand where it is, you must 
fi rst see where it has been.

Th e chalice itself was creat-
ed in ancient Greece by the god 
Hephaestus (the less cool Vul-
can), but was traded and travelled 
throughout the Mediterranean 
via the Roman god Neptune. He 
eventually gave it away to a fam-
ily in the land of Palestine, where 
the Grail was used to catch the 
Blood of Christ. Th e Christians 
hid it in the deserts of Iraq, and 
kept it safe for over 1000 years 
until Ghengis Khan conquered 
the land. Th e Golden Horde 
abused it for decades before they 
lost it in Russia. It was the late 
14th century before I decided to 
do something about it and help 
my city, which had been left to 
rot. I needed to do something 
about it, I needed to rebirth 
Rome in such a way the modern 
world would remember her.

In the early 15th century I 
stormed the city of Muscovy to 
take what was mine. I battled 
the father of Ivan the Great and 
brought the Grail with me to 
Roma to begin the time period 
known as the renaissance. Cul-
ture in my city fl ourished, and 
it still does today thanks to my 
actions. Th ose trying to steal the 
Grail from Rome will fi nd only 
the polished steel of my blade 
and the cold embrace of death.

 
All Salute Th e Eternal City,

Qunitilius of Rome
#ChokeOnYourOwnBlood
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I play Pokemon. A lot. You 
guys know that. I was hesi-

tant about the newest games, 
however. As much as I was 
convinced that Ultra Sun/Ul-
tra Moon were just a money 
grab for Nintendo (they are), 
I bought them. One copy for 
myself (Ultra Moon) and one 
copy for the Nerdboy, because 
it was his birthday (Ultra 
Sun).

Due to fi nals, papers, etc., 
getting in the way, I haven’t 
yet completed the game. I’m 
currently on the third island, 

attempting to take on the 
Totem Mimikyu. It’s rude, 
you guys. It’s killing my team 
ruthlessly. 

While the game itself 
has the same exact story line, 
which is a massive con in my 
books, the gameplay mechan-
ics are a little better. For ex-
ample, there are far, far fewer 
mandatory cut scenes, and the 
game isn’t quite as dumbed 
down as the original Moon 
and Sun were. Th ere’s still a 
marker on the map that shows 
you where to go, but the game 

doesn’t spend ten minutes ex-
plaining precisely how to do 
each thing. Th ere are also a 
lot more Pokemon from other 
generations added, which is 
cool because Alola has a lot of 
really cool originals and area 
variants, but there are a lot of 
Dark types. A well-
balanced team needs 
a little more variety, so 
I for one am grateful 
that I can toss a Tal-
onfl ame named Bar-
becue in to the mix.

Th e biggest diff er-

ence that I’ve encountered so 
far are two new characters, the 
Ultra Recon Squad. As far as I 
can tell, they’re harmless and 
just plot-pushers, but we’ll see 
what roll they play as the game 
comes to its conclusion.

rocKet gAMe corner: A First LooK At uLtrA Moon
Ariele Kehler, Editor-in-Chief
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Dr. Emma Whelan gave 
a public lecture on No-

vember 20th, 2017 that was 
part of the Gender Frontier 
Speakers Series. Dr. Whelan 
is a sociologist from Dalhou-
sie University who focuses 
on knowledge and power in 
medicine and health care.

Th e talk was located at 
the Brandon Public Library, 
and was titled “I keep my 
hands clean! Why can’t he?” 
Dr. Whelan examined hand-
washing advice in the UK and 
North America over the past 
century, especially focusing 
on how gender plays a role 
in such advice. Dr. Whelan 

looked at soap advertise-
ments, and educational texts 
for those areas noted above 
while doing her research and 
the rise in the discussion of 
hand hygiene. She saw a focus 
on women in the literature, 
especially mothers and nurses 
as the ones who look after 
children and families. 

It was also noted by Dr. 
Whelan how hand washing 
has become a gendered form 
of common sense. Hand 
washing is pictured as an obvi-
ous thing to do when in medi-
cal fi elds it is considered less 
mundane and has standard-
ized protocols. Th e increase 

in handwashing education 
had a goal of bringing down 
the spread of infec-
tious disease in pub-
lic spaces and health 
care facilities but be-
came very gendered. 
Finally, Dr. Whelan 
examined how hand 
washing has become 
up to women to en-
force and the eff ects 
of this in a contem-
porary aspect. 

Th e talk was 
sponsored by the 
Margaret Lawrence 
Endowment Fund, 
the Brandon Uni-

versity Dean of Arts and the 
Brandon University Dean of 

Science.   

gender Frontiers sPeAKer series: dr. eMMA wheLAn
Jenna Murray, Reporter

The Rural by Design con-
test is for students to sub-

mit their art, or other visual 
mediums to show what they 
mean and how they defi ne ru-
ral Canada. Submissions may 
be original artworks, photo-
graphs, collages, digital illus-
trations, or graphic designs.

A large part of our coun-
try and province itself is rural; 
the defi nition of which can 
be small towns, villages and 
other populated places with 
less than 1,000 population. It 
may also be estate lots, as well 
as agricultural, undeveloped 
and non-developable lands, or 
remote and wilderness areas. 
One out of three Canadians 
live in various rural areas. Ru-

ral Canada is our home and 
part of our education through 
the Rural Development In-
stitute. Th ere is a beauty to 
rural Canada and this contest 
shows what it means to each 
participant and can help other 
to see that as well.

Th e contest rules are as 
follows: the submissions must 
be original works, the contes-
tants must be 18 years of age 
by the deadline of the contest 
and they must be Brandon 
University students.

You can take part in this 
contest by submitting your 
work to the Rural Develop-
ment Institute offi  ce by end 
date of January 12th, 2018 and 
including a 100 to 200 word 

description of the story your 
work is telling about ‘rural’, 
you will need to provide your 
full name, email address, and 
phone number. If your work 
is chosen, you will need to 
complete a Release Form

Each submission to the 
contest will be judged by a 
panel of Rural Development 
and Fine Arts students, staff  
and faculty. Th e chosen sub-
missions will be displayed at 
the Rural Development In-
stitute offi  ce for a 12-month 
period. Th e top three winners 
will receive prizes, which will 
be announced at a later date.

All entries must be sub-
mitted by January 12th 2018. 
For those of you who have 

submitted works or will be 
doing so, good luck. For those 
who chose not to participate, 
take time once the contest has 
fi nished and the submissions 

put on display, and 
admire the beauty of the ru-
ral parts of our country and 
province. 

rurAL By design Art contest oPen For suBMissions
Kai Neiman, Reporter

Crystal City, MB. pC:krazytea/CC Attribution-Share Alike 4.0

Star Wars logo. pC: Star Wars wikipedia/creative commons.

gameboy colour. pC?
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In The Quill’s newest as-
often-as-we-can segment, 

we will be introducing the 
wonderful professors of Bran-
don University. We explored 
this area briefly four years ago 
with our featured Study Break 
graphic, the Prof Dex, and 
now we’ll be taking a look at 
the professors who have come 
to BU since, or who we did 
not have an opportunity to 
feature previously. This week, 
we’ll be having a look at Dr. 

Deanna Smid!
Department: English and 

Creative Writing
Teaching at BU Since: 

July 2014
Areas of Specialization: 

16th-18th century English 
literature, early poetry and 
science fiction.

Recent Publications and 
Upcoming: Dr. Smid has pub-
lished her book The Imagina-
tion in Early Modern English 
Literature and has an upcom-

ing book on music therapy in 
Shakespearean plays. Other 
projects she’s working on bees 
in early literature and is co-
organizer for the Northern 
Plains Conference on Early 
British Literature, which is 
being held for the first time in 
Canada at Brandon Univer-
sity in April 2018. Dr. Smid 
is co-organizer of a speaker se-
ries called Literary Exchange.

Hobbies: Watching Star 
Trek and Orville.

Pet Peeves: 
Swans. They’re 
terrifying.

N i c k n a m e 
Given by a Stu-
dent: Poetry nerd.

ProF highLight: doctor sMid
Raelee Fehr, Reporter

As the term starts wrapping 
up, the Student Union 

council is also starting to slow 
down in preparation for the 
holidays. 

As of the recent meeting 
the resignation of Armando 
Galindo was officially accept-
ed which leaves the position 
of Residence Director vacant. 
The runner up from the pre-

vious election, Kristin Smart, 
was contacted about the po-
sition however she turned it 
down. This position, along 
with all other vacant posi-
tions, will be advertised in 
the next term. If any student 
wishes to apply for them they 
should contact BUSU Presi-
dent Nick Brown for more 
information.

Vice President External 
Mohammed Agavi notified 
council at this time that he is 
encouraging students to form 
and apply for club status and 
to apply for club funding. As 
of this meeting nearly 75% of 
the available funding for clubs 
for the 2017-18 year was still 
available. 

Students should be aware 

that the Annual General 
Meeting for the Fall term will 
be taking place on December 
5th in Harvest Hall during the 
free slot. Popcorn and fruit 
will be available for all in at-
tendance. Students were able 
to submit motions for this 
meeting up to midnight on 
November 27th.

The next regular BUSU 

Council meeting will take 
place on December 7th at 
4:30PM rather than the regu-
lar 6:00PM. This is due to the 
meeting occurring after the 
last day of classes. There has 
not yet been an announce-
ment on the meeting dates or 
times for the meetings taking 
place in the Winter term. 

Busu Meeting recAP, noveMBer 27th

Ashlyn Pearce, Copy Editor

dr. Smid. photo Credit: Brandon University/brandonu.ca

About four years ago, Fine 
Arts Professors Cathy 

Mattes and Peter Morin start-
ed a Beading group to pro-
vide hand-made grad gifts for 
our students. Since then, the 
weekly group has grown and 
attracted a substantial amount 
of ladies (and Albyn) to the 
group. 

Participants meet on 
Tuesdays to sit together, bead, 
laugh, have tea, and show ev-
eryone their latest creation. A 
few of our ladies participated 
in and provided beadwork for 
the Walking with our Sisters 

event. Barb Blind, who is the 
Elder in Residence at the In-
digenous People’s Center, said 
“I like coming here because 
we have so much fun, there’s 
always laughter.” 

The group has created lan-
yards, business card holders, 
earrings, mukluks, moccasins, 
and pins, among many more 
grad gifts for Brandon Univer-
sity students. Many members 
also sell their beautiful pieces, 
so this is good place to look 
for some unique and hand-
made Christmas gifts for the 
upcoming season. 

My experience being a re-
cent member of the group has 
been very beneficial to my 
needle skills and gives me 
a time in the week where 
I don’t obsess over stress, 
but just spend time with 
some very kind faces will-
ing to teach their tradition-
al methods to me. There is 
both wisdom and skills to 
be squired in the Beading 
group. 

The group takes place 
in the study room of the 
Indigenous People’s Center 
on Tuesday at the free slot 

or in the evening at 5:30PM. 
Tea and refreshments are oc-

casionally provided.  

cLuB oF the weeK: Bu BeAding cLuB 
Israt Lisa Mizan, Reporter

The Quill has hosted a 
holiday-themed writing 

contest for the past four years, 
and this year is no exception. 

In our last edition of the 
term, due to come out on 
Tuesday, December 5th, we’d 
like to feature a piece writ-
ten by a Brandon University 
student! You do not need to 
be an English major, you just 
need to be able to string a sen-
tence together. 

We ask that submissions 
stick to the very broad, very 
vague theme of snow/ice. 
Write a story about a romantic 
snow day, a poem about the 
beauty of a freshly zamboni’d 
ice rink, or a ballad about a 
post-apocalyptic snowscape. 
You write it, we read it, and 
the winner gets published in 
The Quill!

Along with a publishing 
credit, the winner will take 

home a gift card to Forbid-
den Flavours, a vintage Quill 
t-shirt, and bragging rights. 
Sweet, sweet bragging rights. 
Second prize will be published 
in the online edition of The 
Quill, and the runner-up will 
also receive a vintage Quill t-
shirt.

Pieces should be in by Fri-
day, December 1st at 4:00PM, 
and no more than 600 words 
in length. We also ask that the 

material not contain graphic, 
sensitive content. The pieces 
will be judged by a crack team 
of Quill staff members and 
a bottle of wine, and win-
ners will be contacted by the 
morning of Monday, Decem-
ber 4th with the good news. 

Distract yourself from 
your end-of-term essays and 
exam prep and write The 
Quill a story! Happy writing, 
everyone!

the QuiLL to host writing contest
Ariele Kehler, Editor-in-Chief

Sample Beadwork. pC: Uysvdi/Creative Commons 3.0
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The holiday season has 
begun and so have the 

holiday parites. Operation 
red nose is a national volun-
teer run service that works 
over the holidays to get you 

home safely after a night out. 
Whether you’ve been drink-
ing or are just too tired to 
get behind the wheel, a call 
to Operation Red Nose will 
dispatch a 3-person team; to 

take you home, to take your 
passengers home, and to re-
trieve your vehicle – all free of 
charge. Founded in Quebec 
in 1984, Operation Red Nose 
is a judgement-free response 

to combat impaired driving, 
with any funds raised by the 
organization being redistrib-
uted to non-profit youth or-
ganizations across Canada. 

Services began Friday No-

vember 24 and will continue 
through to New Year’s Eve, 
from 9pm to 2am every Fri-
day and Saturday. To access 
rides or volunteer, call 204-
728-6673. 

oPerAtion red nose
Alexandra Mackay, Reporter

Assiniboine Community 
College (ACC) alumni 

raised $31,082 for their $30K 
in 30 Days campaign in-
tended to provide funds for 
student scholarships, awards, 
and bursaries. ACC’s Alumni 
Association’s giving campaign 
ended on November 15, Na-

tional Philanthropy Day, with 
a thank you event that put 
them over their $30K target. 
Robert Eslinger (Business Ad-
ministration, class of 1985), 
Co-Chair of the campaign 
and member of the Alumni 
Association board of directors 
highlights the importance of 

such fundraising, “Having 
been a past recipient of an 
Assiniboine award, I know 
very well how much impact 
these funds have on a stu-
dent’s success”. Caelie Walker 
(Office Administration, class 
of 2009), campaign Co-
Chair says, “we’ve had over 

80 individual alumni donate 
amounts anywhere from $20 
to $200 or more, and it’s all 
made a difference”. Both Co-
Chairs thanked alumni, their 
employers, friends, family, 
students and volunteers that 
participated and donated. In 
the 2016-17 school year, ACC 

was able to disperse a total of 
$342,000 through scholar-
ships, awards, and bursaries 
to more than 300 students. 
For more information, visit 
www.assiniboine.net/30in30.

Acc ALuMni rAise Money For schoLArshiPs
Alexandra Mackay, Senior Reporter

In The Quill’s newest as-
often-as-we-can segment, 

we will be introducing the 
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don University. We explored 
this area briefly four years ago 
with our featured Study Break 
graphic, the Prof Dex, and 
now we’ll be taking a look at 
the professors who have come 
to BU since, or who we did 
not have an opportunity to 
feature previously. This week, 
we’ll be having a look at Dr. 

Deanna Smid!
Department: English and 

Creative Writing
Teaching at BU Since: 

July 2014
Areas of Specialization: 

16th-18th century English 
literature, early poetry and 
science fiction.

Recent Publications and 
Upcoming: Dr. Smid has pub-
lished her book The Imagina-
tion in Early Modern English 
Literature and has an upcom-

ing book on music therapy in 
Shakespearean plays. Other 
projects she’s working on bees 
in early literature and is co-
organizer for the Northern 
Plains Conference on Early 
British Literature, which is 
being held for the first time in 
Canada at Brandon Univer-
sity in April 2018. Dr. Smid 
is co-organizer of a speaker se-
ries called Literary Exchange.

Hobbies: Watching Star 
Trek and Orville.
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Swans. They’re 
terrifying.
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As the term starts wrapping 
up, the Student Union 

council is also starting to slow 
down in preparation for the 
holidays. 

As of the recent meeting 
the resignation of Armando 
Galindo was officially accept-
ed which leaves the position 
of Residence Director vacant. 
The runner up from the pre-

vious election, Kristin Smart, 
was contacted about the po-
sition however she turned it 
down. This position, along 
with all other vacant posi-
tions, will be advertised in 
the next term. If any student 
wishes to apply for them they 
should contact BUSU Presi-
dent Nick Brown for more 
information.

Vice President External 
Mohammed Agavi notified 
council at this time that he is 
encouraging students to form 
and apply for club status and 
to apply for club funding. As 
of this meeting nearly 75% of 
the available funding for clubs 
for the 2017-18 year was still 
available. 

Students should be aware 

that the Annual General 
Meeting for the Fall term will 
be taking place on December 
5th in Harvest Hall during the 
free slot. Popcorn and fruit 
will be available for all in at-
tendance. Students were able 
to submit motions for this 
meeting up to midnight on 
November 27th.

The next regular BUSU 

Council meeting will take 
place on December 7th at 
4:30PM rather than the regu-
lar 6:00PM. This is due to the 
meeting occurring after the 
last day of classes. There has 
not yet been an announce-
ment on the meeting dates or 
times for the meetings taking 
place in the Winter term. 

Busu Meeting recAP, noveMBer 27th

Ashlyn Pearce, Copy Editor

Brandon University holds 
it’s official 2017 Christ-

mas Banquet for its residence 
students on November 23rd. 
This provides a welcome dis-
traction from the business of 
the end of term, as well as giv-
ing residence students a festive 
Christmas meal at their home 
away from home. 

So, if you’re a residence 
student make sure you don’t 

forget to grab your ticket, and 
enjoy the festivities. The din-
ner is set to take place in Har-
vest Hall starting with cock-
tails at 5:30PM, and supper 
starting at 6:00PM. As an ad-
ditional expense to the supper 
ticket, residence students are 
permitted to purchase alco-
hol. The alcoholic beverages 
available for purchase include 
a bottle of wine (white, rose, 

or red), coolers, and mixed 
drinks. One alcoholic bever-
age is permitted per student, 
and like the supper ticket, is 
charged to the student’s meal 
plan. 

Supper tickets and alco-
hol tickets are available for 
purchase through the cafeteria 
cashiers during cafeteria open 
hours, however wine was only 
pre-orderable up to the 24th of 

November. The festive menu 
available includes a selection 
of: dinner rolls with butter, 
Caesar salad, carved turkey 
(with cranberry sauce), home-
made stuffing, buttered corn, 
mashed potatoes with gravy, 
perogies with sour cream and 
chives, and strawberry short-
cake for dessert. 

If you have any allergies 
or dietary requirements, make 

sure you tell the cafeteria em-
ployee selling you your ticket, 
as you might be entitled to a 
discount or they might have 
to prepare something special. 
Don’t miss out on the holi-
day fun, socialization with 
friends, and a delicious meal 
(plus don’t forget the alcohol) 
and grab your banquet ticket!

Bu res BAnQuet: Be there or Be sQuAre!
Peter Donnelly, Reporter

About four years ago, Fine 
Arts Professors Cathy 

Mattes and Peter Morin start-
ed a Beading group to pro-
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group. 

Participants meet on 
Tuesdays to sit together, bead, 
laugh, have tea, and show ev-
eryone their latest creation. A 
few of our ladies participated 
in and provided beadwork for 
the Walking with our Sisters 

event. Barb Blind, who is the 
Elder in Residence at the In-
digenous People’s Center, said 
“I like coming here because 
we have so much fun, there’s 
always laughter.” 

The group has created lan-
yards, business card holders, 
earrings, mukluks, moccasins, 
and pins, among many more 
grad gifts for Brandon Univer-
sity students. Many members 
also sell their beautiful pieces, 
so this is good place to look 
for some unique and hand-
made Christmas gifts for the 
upcoming season. 

My experience being a re-
cent member of the group has 
been very beneficial to my 
needle skills and gives me 
a time in the week where 
I don’t obsess over stress, 
but just spend time with 
some very kind faces will-
ing to teach their tradition-
al methods to me. There is 
both wisdom and skills to 
be squired in the Beading 
group. 

The group takes place 
in the study room of the 
Indigenous People’s Center 
on Tuesday at the free slot 

or in the evening at 5:30PM. 
Tea and refreshments are oc-

casionally provided.  
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The Quill has hosted a 
holiday-themed writing 

contest for the past four years, 
and this year is no exception. 

In our last edition of the 
term, due to come out on 
Tuesday, December 5th, we’d 
like to feature a piece writ-
ten by a Brandon University 
student! You do not need to 
be an English major, you just 
need to be able to string a sen-
tence together. 

We ask that submissions 
stick to the very broad, very 
vague theme of snow/ice. 
Write a story about a romantic 
snow day, a poem about the 
beauty of a freshly zamboni’d 
ice rink, or a ballad about a 
post-apocalyptic snowscape. 
You write it, we read it, and 
the winner gets published in 
The Quill!

Along with a publishing 
credit, the winner will take 

home a gift card to Forbid-
den Flavours, a vintage Quill 
t-shirt, and bragging rights. 
Sweet, sweet bragging rights. 
Second prize will be published 
in the online edition of The 
Quill, and the runner-up will 
also receive a vintage Quill t-
shirt.

Pieces should be in by Fri-
day, December 1st at 4:00PM, 
and no more than 600 words 
in length. We also ask that the 

material not contain graphic, 
sensitive content. The pieces 
will be judged by a crack team 
of Quill staff members and 
a bottle of wine, and win-
ners will be contacted by the 
morning of Monday, Decem-
ber 4th with the good news. 

Distract yourself from 
your end-of-term essays and 
exam prep and write The 
Quill a story! Happy writing, 
everyone!

the QuiLL to host writing contest
Ariele Kehler, Editor-in-Chief
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age is permitted per student, 
and like the supper ticket, is 
charged to the student’s meal 
plan. 

Supper tickets and alco-
hol tickets are available for 
purchase through the cafeteria 
cashiers during cafeteria open 
hours, however wine was only 
pre-orderable up to the 24th of 
November. The festive menu 

available includes a selection 
of: dinner rolls with butter, 
Caesar salad, carved turkey 
(with cranberry sauce), home-
made stuffing, buttered corn, 
mashed potatoes with gravy, 
perogies with sour cream and 
chives, and 
strawberry 
shortcake 
for des-
sert. 

If you 
have any 
a l l e r g i e s 
or dietary 
r e q u i r e -
m e n t s , 
make sure 
you tell the 
ca f e t e r i a 
employee 
selling you 
your tick-
et, as you 
might be 
entitled to 
a discount 
or they 

might have to prepare some-
thing special. Don’t miss out 
on the holiday fun, socializa-
tion with friends, and a deli-
cious meal (plus don’t forget 
the alcohol) and grab your 
banquet ticket!

Bu res BAnQuet: Be there or Be sQuAre!
Peter Donnelly, Reporter



 
Desks For Sale

Are you looking for a gently used 
desk? The Quill has some for 

sale! Stop by our office or email 
for more info!

2nd Floor KDC
eic@thequill.ca
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Holiday Writing Contest 

At The Quill!
Submit by December 1st for 

your chance at premium prizes!

 thequill.ca | nov. 28th, 2017

 
Got something you want to 

sell? Looking for something to 
buy?

Students get FREE classified ads 
with The Quill!

Email us at eic@thequill.ca

Follow the Quill on Twitter or Instagram! 
Twitter - @quillbu / Instagram - @thequillbu

After years of determina-
tion, long hours of study-

ing (or the stressful period of 
cramming for finals) and wrist 
cramps from all that note-
taking, you might be ready 
to graduate. If you meet the 
requirements for graduation 
for your three or four-year 

program, you can apply for 
February’s convocation.

The deadline to apply for 
this convocation is December 
15th and will be held on Feb-
ruary 13th, 2018. There is no 
ceremony on this date, how-
ever students who graduated 
at this convocation and those 

from the October 17th con-
vocation are invited back to 
attend the June 1st ceremony.

For any questions or con-
cerns regarding convocation 
and the application process 
please contact Financial & 
Registration Services at fi-
nereg@brandonu.ca or 204-

727-9724.

reAdy For convocAtion?
Raelee Fehr, Reporter


