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The March 6th issue of The 
Quill was shamefully 

riddled with errors, for which 
I take full responsibility. It 
was late, and I did not edit as 
thoroughly as I should have. 
I was concerned for the snow 
that was rapidly surrounding 
the university. That said, on to 

the corrections: 
1. The cover incorrect-

ly advertised the Imaginus 
Poster Sale. It should have 
read “Snow Sculptures Grace 
Campus”.

2. This Week in Pop Cul-
ture was not about Studio 
Ghibli. It was about Trolling, 

and it was written by Patrick 
Gohl.

3. The International 
Women’s Day PSA article was 
mis-titled as Mental Health 
Week 2018, and was written 
by Jenna Murray, not Alexan-
dra Mackay.

4. The New Restaurants 

article was written by Carly 
Murkin, whose last name I 
neglected to include.

I believe that is all of the 
errors I made, but if anyone 
notices anything else, I wel-
come the corrections.

several CorreCtioNs aNd aN apology
Ariele Kehler, Editor-in-Chief

The IELTS (International 
English Language Testing 

System) test is to be held at 
Brandon University this year. 
The IELTS which is co-owned 
by British Council is one of 
the worlds most popular Eng-
lish language proficiency tests. 
The test is designed to assess 
the language ability of people 
who aim to study and work 
in, immigrate to and integrate 
into an English-speaking en-
vironment. It is based on the 
four key English skills required 
by those wishing to excel in 
Canadian society: listening, 
reading, writing and speaking. 
British council has been teach-
ing English throughout the 
world for 85 years and evalu-
ating it through IELTS for the 

past 25. 
The global outreach that 

this testing system has can-
not be understated. There are 
1,100 test centers and loca-
tions around the world that, 
over the past years, have pro-
vided English language test-
ing to three million people. 
Within Canada, IELTS is the 
preferred high stakes English 
language test. Trusted by over 
350 Canadian organizations, 
it was the first test to be recog-
nized by Immigration, Refu-
gees and Citizenship Canada 
(IRCC, formerly CIC) and 
Immigration Québec as proof 
of English language proficien-
cy for such government pro-
grams as Express Entry and 
other Canadian programs. In 

May 2014, IRCC announced 
it was renewing its trust in 
IELTS for another five years.

One of those organiza-
tions that recognizes IELTS 
scoring is Brandon University 
itself. Any international stu-
dent whose mother tongue is 
not English will be required 
to submit evidence acceptable 
to the University or faculty 
that a minimum English pro-
ficiency scoring was attained. 
The minimal acceptable score 
on the IELTS is a 6.5 overall. 
The way that ranking within 
the testing system works is 
that each skill, once tested, is 
assigned a score from 1-9 and 
then an overall band score is 
issued. 

Tests such as this one al-

low for Brandon University to 
accept students from around 
the world while still ensuring 
that they are not left at a dis-
advantage in their studies due 
to the presence of a language 
barrier. With the ever-shrink-
ing world that we are living in 
it is important that Brandon 
University makes itself a desir-
able location of study not only 
for native Canadians, but in-
ternational students as well. 
BU has managed to achieve 
this, and the fact that events 
such as this one are now also 
being held at BU shows that 
it is continuing to take steps 
down the right path.

Patrick Gohl, Reporter
ielts test to Be Held at BU

Pc: dcaperture Photography

On Thursday, March 8th, 
Brandon University (BU) 
celebrated fifteen female stu-
dents in honour of Interna-
tional Women’s Day. With a 
reception held in the Gather-
ing Space of the John E. Rob-
bins Library from 4:30PM to 
6:30PM, the ladies of BU had 
the opportunity to mingle 
with their fellow students as 
well as staff and faculty mem-
bers and discuss their distin-
guishing achievements.

The ladies were nomi-
nated by faculty and staff for 
the recognition. “It’s very in-
spiring to see such a talented, 
intelligent and diverse collec-
tion of students at BU,” said 
Dr. Cathryn Smith in a BU 
press release. Smith is an As-
sistant Professor in the Facul-
ty of Education and the chair 
of BU’s Status of Women Re-
view Committee.

Among the women hon-
oured on Thursday, at least six 

different Manitoba communi-
ties were represented, as well as 
women originally from Costa 
Rica, Jamaica, and Greece.

Among the honourees 
were Abby Ziprick, Amanda 
Martin, Eleni Galatsanou Tel-

lidis, Emily Hodge, Ericka 
Serrano, Jasmine Bajus, Jen 
Greigson, Jenna McDonald, 
Jennifer Kennedy, Katherine 
Charles, Kelsey Demond, 
Sherine Salmon, Tara Van-
Cauwenberghe, Tori Wirch, 

and Whitney Hodgins. 
Congratulations, ladies! 

We at The Quill are so proud 
to attend an institution with 
so many remarkable people!

InternatIonal Women’s Day at BU
Ariele Kehler, Editor-in-Chief
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The Bobcats Futsal team’s 
played in this past week-

end’s Manitoba Colleges Ath-
letic Conference (MCAC) 
tournament Copa De La Paz 
Championship. This article 
will cover the Bobcats male 
and female team’s record and 
their road to the finals.

The Bobcats women had 
a tough year in the futsal de-
partment. The Bobcats play 
in a league with five other 
teams and played each team 
twice. The women would take 
two wins throughout their 
indoor season, winning those 
games against the Assiniboine 
Community College Cougars 
(3-0) and Universite de St. 
Boniface Les Rouges (2-0). 
They had tied ACC earlier in 
the year and lost to St. Boni-
face in a separate match. The 
women had a total of four 

ties throughout their season, 
scoring twos for two separate 
draws against the Red River 
College Rebels. The final cat-
egory of losses included four 
defeats with their greatest ad-
versary, the Canadian Men-
nonite University Blazers win-
ning both games. They would 
enter into the playoffs with 10 
points, beating out the ACC 
Cougars who took fifth posi-
tion (unable to make it into 
playoffs) and Red River Reb-
els, who took fourth.

The Bobcats men had a 
great futsal year in compari-
son, and would tie for second 
in the league with 19 points. 
The men lost three games and 
tied one. The Universite de St. 
Boniface Les Rouges and Ca-
nadian Mennonite University 
Blazers would each share a 
victory and loss with the Bob-

cats. The Providence Univer-
sity College Pilots would win 
and tie in their battles against 
BU. Against ACC and Red 
River, the Bobcats would take 
two sure victories. The men’s 
greatest victory was against 
the Cougars, where the Bob-
cats took a win of 12-3. In 
total, the men finished with 
a record of 6-1-3 and would 
enter the championship tour-
nament while Red River and 
ACC would be unable to 
make it to any finals.

During the finals, the road 
itself was short for the wom-
en. Their first and final game 
was played against CMU and 
the Blazers wore the Bobcats 
down. The CMU would win 
1-3 and would go onto win 
the overall tournament. The 
men’s road was intense as their 
semifinal game against CMU 

ended with them winning 
9-8. Finishing the game with 
a very close save by Brandon 
goalkeeper Dan Harrison. In 
the final match the men lost 
3-6 against the top rated USB 
Les Rouges.

Overall, it was a great sea-
son for the Bobcats Soccer/
Futsal teams. Where the men 
would get to play in the fi-
nals for Futsal, the 
women had won 
the Soccer final 
four tournament. 
Both teams offered 
strong stats in the 
MCAC league 
and provided stars 
and MVP’s for the 
Bobcats through-
out their seasons. 
To check out any 
of the Bobcats 
stats please go to 

the Bobcats official website 
at www.gobobcats.com. The 
BU athletes will pick up their 
seasons next fall! Great work 
Bobcats, enjoy your summer 
break.

Robert Killam, Assistant Editor-in-Chief
BU BoBCats FUtsal seasoN Comes to aN eNd

bobcats futsal teams. Pc: dcaperture Photography
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For as long as I can remem-
ber, I have wanted a cat. 

I love those whiskered, hairy 
little bastards. They’re soft, 
and when they choose you, 
they are the cuddliest creatures 
ever. They also have sharp nails 
and just generally do whatever 
the hell they want. Recently, I 
got a furry demon of my own 
named Wonton.

I suffer from anxiety 
and a touch of depres-
sion, neither of which 
shame me (brains suck 
sometimes), but they do 
get in the way of my ev-
ery day life sometimes. 
I’ve done research, and 
pets can help with calm-
ing down anxiety attacks. 
Therefore, I view pets as 
a stress breaker. Unfortu-
nately, many landlords in 
our fair city disagree. 

For landlords, a bad 
pet owner can ruin the 
concept of having a pet 
friendly place for eternity. 
For them, pets are total 
stress makers. They have 
the potential to scratch 
up the walls and the car-
pets (if anyone knows 
how to get Wonton to 
use his scratch post rather 
than the carpeted stairs, 
please let me know), or 
ruin screened windows or 
doors, or even stain car-
pets with urine or feces.

For concerned pet own-
ers, these are also stress mak-
ers. We don’t want our pets to 
be untrained and ruin things, 
but sometimes things happen 
during the training process. 
Responsible pet owners will, 
as a rule, do their best to fix or 
replace things their pets have 
wrecked, but all it takes is that 

one guy who 
doesn’t give a flying rat’s ass 
about rented property that 
wrecks it for everyone.

I live in a pet friendly 
apartment. I paid a pet de-
posit and pay a monthly “pet 
rent”. My cat is kind of a jerk 
sometimes, but he’s a kitten, 
and the occasional jerk mo-

ment is to be expected. We’re 
doing our best to keep him 
from permanently damaging 
the apartment, and in general, 
he’s a stress breaker for me. 
He sits on my lap and purrs in 
the morning after breakfast, 
and he plays with me in the 
evening after I’m done work. 
He’s soft, sweet, and just the 

best.
This became more of a 

rambling rant about pet own-
ership than a discussion about 
whether pets reduce or raise 
stress levels, so here are a few 
pictures of my cat.

pets: stress Breakers or stress makers?
Ariele Kehler, Editor-in-Chief

Members of the Enactus 
club at Brandon Uni-

versity (BU) have received ac-
claim for their food security 
project, Green Futures.

The BU students have 

been named 2018 Scotiabank 
EcoLiving Green Challenge 
Regional Champions for their 
work on the community gar-
den project. They shared the 
honour with Enactus Uni-

versity of British Columbia, 
which was recognized for its 
Project Roots initiative.

Both groups were lauded 
after presenting to the Enactus 
Canada Regional Exhibition 

– Western Canada on Friday 
in Calgary. They will now be 
entered in the national com-
petition in May in Toronto.

For more information 
about the projects as the En-

actus Canada Regional Exhi-
bition, please visit the Enac-
tus website.

eNaCtUs takes part iN CaNada regioNal exHiBitioN
Brandon University Press Release

Pc: ariele kehler



If you watch Netfl ix and 
you haven’t seen Queer Eye 

yet- consider this your offi  cial 
invitation. 

Queer eye is essentially a 
make over show. A guy gets 
nominated to get a make over, 
and ta da- Th e Fab Five Ap-
pear and help the man in fi ve 
areas of his life: Fashion with 
Tan France, Grooming with 
Jonathan van Ness, Food and 
Wine with Antoni Porowski, 
Culture with Karamo Brown, 
and Interior Design with 
Bobby Berk. 

So essentially, it’s a make-
over show but even in the fi rst 
episode it displays itself as so 
much more than that. 

It takes toxic masculin-
ity and throws. It. Out. Th e. 
Door. You want men who are 
encouraged to freely express 
their emotions? Check. Gen-

uine dialogue? Yup. Stereo-
types being ripped apart and 
thrown out the door? Th ey 
got it. Self care for men being 
encouraged as a way to take 
care of themselves as opposed 
to simply being ‘gay’? Jona-
than is dedicated to that. 

Th ey don’t avoid diffi  cult 
subjects. “Dega Don’t” has 
Karamo Brown off  to a rocky 
start after he’s pulled over by 
the nominee’s cop friend and 
the fi ve later go on to fi nd mul-
tiple Trump and Pence 2016 
signs scattered in the house. In 
a car ride with the nominee he 
brings up the relationship of 
the cops with people of colour 
and the two are given the op-
portunity to discuss it one on 
one during the car ride. In the 
Camp Family episode the re-
ligiously active nominee and 
Bobby talk about the issues 

the church has with homo-
sexuality. Bring tissues to that 
one. 

Of course, it’s not all so 
deep, the Fab Five dig through 
closets and model headbands, 
and chase each other around 
the house with glitter and 
silly string. Dance together, 
poke good humoured fun at 
their current nominee, and 
they ask the real questions of 
their nominee’s, like “Why is 
there a ceramic kitten under a 
grown man’s bed?”

Th ere’s only one season for 
the time being on Netfl ix, and 
there’s no offi  cial information 
as to when the second season 
with be released (It better be a 
when and not “if ”), but each 
episode is an hour long and 
there’s eight episodes so it’s 
a perfect for a small Netlfi x 
Binge.

You’re welcome. 

tHis week iN pop CUltUre: qUeer eye
Carly Murkin, Reporter

Dear Quintilius,
         Daylight saving time.. Why?? 
I have to rise an hour earlier now 
and I am not impressed.
Sincerely, WTF
#MBTimeChangeSux
 
Dear Lost In Time,

Daylight saving time (DST) 
was designed for the pleasure of 
the average citizen. It was a strat-
egy created by governments to 
give citizens the illusion that they 
have an extra hour of sunlight in 
the summertime. Sure, you have 
to rise an hour earlier, but you 
get an extra hour in the evening 
of sunlight.

Although many societies do 
use the DST, many others do 
not. It is largely based around 
the concept of work. In industri-
alized societies we base our work 
hours on a 9:00AM-5:00PM 
work schedule, but in agrarian 
societies you base your schedule 
around the length of daylight 
hours.

DST is not a universal idea 
and it is neither scientifi cally 
more accurate nor benefi cial to 
society. It is a trick placed on 
people by the businesses and gov-
ernments they serve.

Ancient Rome? Ancient 
Rome had 24 hours, 1 through 
to 24, which did not change po-
sitions. DST is absolutely ridicu-
lous. In Ancient Rome the hours 
just changed lengths. Sometimes 
hours could be as short as 44 min-
utes or as long as 75 minutes.

Pff t, saving daylight? Sav-
ing daylight is about as crazy of 
a mission as saving Private Ryan. 
Instead of saving a singular per-
son for the cost of 6 men, why 
not just let Matt Damon make 
his own fate? Are we really will-
ing to sacrifi ce Tom Hanks? We 
should instead be following the 
Saskatchewan method of not giv-
ing a shit about time.
 
#GappersHaveItRight
All Salute Th e Eternal City,

Qunitilius of Rome
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Idon’t really play horror 
games myself, but I certain-

ly like to watch other people 
play them. Among the Sleep 
is marketed as a horror game, 
but it’s one that I’m excited to 
play. 

Told from the perspec-
tive of a toddler, you wander 
through your house collect-
ing things to fi nd your mom. 
You fi nd a series of memories 
while being chased by two 
monsters: the fi rst three lev-
els feature a ghostly lady who 
hums and blurs your vision 
when she comes near. Th e fi -
nal level features a monstrous 
woman in a trench coat who 
grabs you if you’re caught. In-
stant game over.

Your only companion 
through the game is your ted-
dy bear (Teddy), a birthday 
gift from your father. Hug-
ging him gives you light and 
soothes some of your fears.

I’m not going to lie, I 
spent a lot of time during the 
fi rst play through thinking 
that Teddy was a bad guy.

As you’re searching for 
the memories, if you’re spot-
ted by one of the monsters, 
your only solutions are to run 
away or to hide under a piece 
of furniture. Th ere’s no way to 
fi ght them off , because you’re 
a toddler. 

Th e mystery behind the 
monster is really sad, actually. 
It turns out, as evidenced by 

the toddler’s perspective (and 
all of the empty wine bottles 
spread out around 
the house) that 
Mom is an al-
coholic because 
Mom and Dad 
are divorced. Th e 
fl oating, hum-
ming monster 
is drunk mom, 
wandering aim-
lessly throughout 
the house, while 
stomping, scary 
monster is hun-
gover mom. 

Th e game 
ends with the tod-
dler and Teddy 
being rescued by 

Dad, which to me is a happy 
ending.

roCket game CorNer: amoNg tHe sleep
Ariele Kehler, Editor-in-Chief
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We’re now coming onto 
one of the most stress-

ful times of the year as a stu-
dent. Not only is it marathon 
writing for term papers, cram-
ming for midterms and finals, 
but now’s the time to get 
ready to file taxes.  If you’re a 
student like me who has zero 

financial literacy and doesn’t 
know much past what a T4 
is, then you’re going to need 
some help. Fortunately, the 
lovely folks who are part of 
Enactus will help with your 
financial woes. Enactus is a 
university group run by stu-
dents who use business to ad-

dress issues such as food secu-
rity and financial literacy. The 
Brandon chapter of Enactus 
is volunteering their time to 
help students by filing their 
taxes… for free!

Enactus will be running 
their free tax clinic from March 
12th to April 20th in CHO 

407. Their clinic will run 
Monday, Wednesday to Fri-
day from 9:30AM to 3:30PM 
and Tuesday from 9:30AM to 
12:30PM, then re-opening 
from 1:30PM to 3:30PM. 
Eligible students are single 
people who make $30,000 or 
less per year, or couples who 

earn up to $40,000 jointly 
per year. To file your taxes 
students must bring their 
student ID, social insurance 
number, tax receipts (i.e. T4s, 
T2202A, etc.) and receipts for 
other expenses.

get yoUr taxes doNe witH eNaCtUs
Raelee Fehr, Reporter

The Brandon Jazz Festi-
val runs this year from 

March 15th through 17th. The 
festival began in 1983 and 
is a non-competitive event 
that happens every March. 
It’s a learning festival where 
younger musicians can per-
form and get feedback. There 
are school based participants 
as well as groups from Mani-
toba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, 
Ontario and the US. It is a 
cool environment to take in if 
you are someone who is in to 
music and jazz! The Festival is 
run completely by volunteers 
from the Brandon School Di-
vision, Brandon University 
and the community. They run 
the Festival financially off of 
registration fees, attendance 
from concerts, donations and 
grants from the government. 

The adjudicators are: 
Bill Kristjanson, Gordon 
Foote, Brad Shigeta, Nathan 
Gingrich, Mike Rud, Ash-
ley Summers, Steve Koven, 
Cynthia Peyson Wahl, Chris 
McLaughlin, Chris Baker, 

Duane Shields Davis, Marty 
Olivas, Joel Green, Jim Mac-
Kay, Russ Baird, Deidre Baird, 
and Blaine Workman. 

Various clinics are held 
during the Jazz Festival such 
as a bass and drums clinic, vo-
cal jazz clinic and clinics on 
improvisation. Special guests 
this year are Those Guys and 
Sola. Those Guys is a band 
who began playing together 
in 2009. Their music is per-
formed a cappella which is al-
ways a really cool experience. 
The schedules for these two 
acts, as well as all the other 
performers can be found at 
brandonjazzfestival.com. 

Brandon University stu-
dents should be aware of our 
guests. Regular routines may 
be interrupted over the course 
of the Festival, as often-un-
used classrooms in the base-
ment of the Mackenzie Build-
ing are occasionally used for 
practice spaces, and there will 
be increased crowds outside of 
the Evans Theatre and in Har-
vest Hall. We wish our guests 

well in their performances, 
and our fellow students pa-
tience in the dealing with 
the sudden influx of people 
everywhere.

All information from 
this article was found from: 
brandonjazzfestival.com

psa: BraNdoN Jazz Festival 2018
Jenna Murray, Reporter

Are you a third or fourth 
year student ready to un-

veil your best writing or most 
interesting research project? 
Submit to this year’s BU Se-
nior Student Colloquium, 
taking place Monday, April 
9th. Work can be presented as 
a presentation, poster, or any 
medium most appropriate for 
the discipline. 

The colloquium provides 
a supportive and scholarly 
environment for sharing your 
work while honing academic 
presentation and discussion 
skills. It is also an opportu-
nity to share these academic 

accomplishments with your 
friends, families, and col-
leagues. 

Student presenters are 
eligible to receive one of four 
$240 prizes for the best paper 
or poster. Research essays may 
also be entered for the Dean’s 
Awards for Undergraduate 
Research Excellence, with 
awards valued at up to $500. 

Submit a proposal that in-
cludes the title, brief descrip-
tion presentation, the course 
number, and instructor for 
which the paper was pre-
pared. The proposal should 
also indicate if the submission 

is for a podium presentation 
or poster. Podium presenta-
tions should be no more than 
15 minutes in length. Arts 
students may submit their 
proposals to Emily Holland 
(hollande@brandonu.ca), and 
science students to Nicholas 
Watier (watiern@brandonu.
ca); proposals should be sub-
mitted as an email attach-
ment by Wednesday, March 
21st, 2018. Any questions 
regarding the submission or 
presentation can be directed 
to the corresponding faculty 
member. 

psa: aNNUal seNior ColloqUiUm approaCHes
Alexandra Mackay, Senior Reporter
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Hello all art fans out 
there and everyone else! 

Thursday, March 8th from 
7:00PM to 9:00PM marked 
the opening reception to a 
student thesis art exhibition, 
Eleven More Sounds, by Jim-
mie Kilpatrick. Eleven More 
Sounds exhibition opens 
from March 8th to the 18th 
and is located at the Glen P. 
Sutherland Gallery of the 
Art at 2021 Victoria Avenue, 
Brandon MB. The gallery is 
open daily from 2:00PM to 

6:00PM. 
Eleven More Sounds is a 

body of work which focuses 
on sound and perception. 
The artworks throughout this 
exhibition highlight various 
sound events. Some works ex-
amine sounds that come from 
unexpected sources such as 
vacuum cleaners and house-
hold furniture. Others are 
silent pieces using visual lan-
guage to describe sound.

Kilpatrick is a thesis stu-
dent at Brandon University, 

studying toward a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts degree. Kilpatrick is 
also a touring musician who 
performs internationally un-
der the stage moniker “Shot-
gun Jimmie.”

The artworks in this ex-
hibition combine elements of 
performance, sculpture, vid-
eo, installation and sound art. 
Eleven More Sounds is a body 
of work that allows sounds 
to be perceived as a material 
thing that can be seen and 
touched.

It’s sure 
to be great, 
so come out 
and enjoy 
some art! 

eleveN more soUNds: a tHesis
Jayce Paul, Reporter

Pc: amazon.com

We’re now coming onto 
one of the most stress-

ful times of the year as a stu-
dent. Not only is it marathon 
writing for term papers, cram-
ming for midterms and finals, 
but now’s the time to get 
ready to file taxes.  If you’re a 
student like me who has zero 

financial literacy and doesn’t 
know much past what a T4 
is, then you’re going to need 
some help. Fortunately, the 
lovely folks who are part of 
Enactus will help with your 
financial woes. Enactus is a 
university group run by stu-
dents who use business to ad-

dress issues such as food secu-
rity and financial literacy. The 
Brandon chapter of Enactus 
is volunteering their time to 
help students by filing their 
taxes… for free!

Enactus will be running 
their free tax clinic from March 
12th to April 20th in CHO 

407. Their clinic will run 
Monday, Wednesday to Fri-
day from 9:30AM to 3:30PM 
and Tuesday from 9:30AM to 
12:30PM, then re-opening 
from 1:30PM to 3:30PM. 
Eligible students are single 
people who make $30,000 or 
less per year, or couples who 

earn up to $40,000 jointly 
per year. To file your taxes 
students must bring their 
student ID, social insurance 
number, tax receipts (i.e. T4s, 
T2202A, etc.) and receipts for 
other expenses.

get yoUr taxes doNe witH eNaCtUs
Raelee Fehr, Reporter
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as a bass and drums clinic, vo-
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this year are Those Guys and 
Sola. Those Guys is a band 
who began playing together 
in 2009. Their music is per-
formed a cappella which is al-
ways a really cool experience. 
The schedules for these two 
acts, as well as all the other 
performers can be found at 
brandonjazzfestival.com. 

Brandon University stu-
dents should be aware of our 
guests. Regular routines may 
be interrupted over the course 
of the Festival, as often-un-
used classrooms in the base-
ment of the Mackenzie Build-
ing are occasionally used for 
practice spaces, and there will 
be increased crowds outside of 
the Evans Theatre and in Har-
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and our fellow students pa-
tience in the dealing with 
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brandonjazzfestival.com

psa: BraNdoN Jazz Festival 2018
Jenna Murray, Reporter

I recently finished reading A 
Study in Charlotte by Brit-

tany Cavallaro. It is the first in 
the Charlotte Holmes Myster-
ies, and is a combination of a 
retelling and an alternate uni-
verse contemporary/mystery 
for young adults.

The story takes place at 
Sherringford Hall, a boarding 
school in Connecticut, and 

stars James “Jamie” Watson 
and Charlotte Holmes, de-
scendents of the original Dr. 
John Watson and Sherlock 
Holmes. Charlotte belongs 
to the illustrious Holmes 
family, who has been train-
ing their children in the arts 
of deduction since the time 
of their infamous forebear. 
Jamie is the product of a 
broken home, attends Sher-
ringford on a rugby scholar-
ship, and hasn’t seen his fa-
ther in several years — until 
a bully, Lee Dobson, who 
lives in the same dorm as 
him is killed shortly after an 
altercation between the two 
boys over Charlotte.

Of course, Charlotte 
and Jamie are implicated in 

the murder, and spend the re-
mainder of the novel solving 
the case to clear their names. 

Things get more compli-
cated when it is discovered 
that the murderer is emulat-
ing the old Sherlock Holmes 
mysteries (written by Jamie’s 
great-great-great-grandfather, 
the original Dr. Watson), and 
it all gets worse when more 
violent crimes in the style of 
Sherlock Holmes stories crop 
up around campus. Everyone 
is a suspect and the only peo-
ple Jamie and Charlotte can 
trust are each other. (Seriously, 
they go from Charlotte hating 
Jamie to them describing one 
another as ‘best friends’ in re-
cord time.)

The characters were a 
little bit two-dimensional, in 
that Jamie is very singularly 
focused on Charlotte, and 
Charlotte herself was viewed 
through Jamie’s rose coloured 
glasses and therefore excep-
tionally Mary-Sue-ish. I don’t 
really buy the concept of Char-
lotte consuming all of Jamie’s 
thoughts so thoroughly with-
in such a short period of time 

that he doesn’t even think of 
his own interests — rugby, for 
instance, is barely mentioned, 
despite being the thing Jamie 
allegedly has a scholarship for. 
In addition to these writing 
flaws, Cavallaro doesn’t write 
Jamie like a teenage boy. Even 
for a Brit, he’s too prim and 
proper (in my opinion).

Personally, I found the 
novel fun, but super cheesy. 
There was an unnecessary 
romance that built between 
Jamie and Charlotte for no 
real reason other than they’re 
a male and a female with het-
eronormative sexual prefer-
ences, and all of the secondary 
characters may as well have 
not been there for all that they 
were interacted with past the 
first fifty pages.

There was a really weird 
plot twist that didn’t have 
much to do with anything 
near the end, which I won’t 
give away in case there are any 
other fans of YA soft lit out 
there.

Cavallaro has written 
two more Charlotte Holmes 
Mysteries, The Last of August 

and A Case for Jamie, the last 
of which was released just 
last week. I personally rated 
A Study in Charlotte a 3.5 

out of 5 stars on GoodReads, 
and I do plan on picking up 
the other two books at some 
point in the near future. 

review: A Study in ChArlotte By BrittaNy Cavallaro
Ariele Kehler, Editor-in-Chief
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 lost keys!
two keys on a single keychain 

have been lost.
Contact dillon labossiere at

(204) 242-0220 
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Got something you want to 

sell? looking for something to 
buy?

Students get Free classified ads 
with The Quill!

Email us at eic@thequill.ca


