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It was four years ago that I 
first walked on campus for 

classes. Three years ago, I fig-
ured out what my major was 
going to be, following some-
thing I loved. It’s been two 
years since I was frightened 
about not making it into the 
program I wanted to. One 
year since I entered the Facul-
ty of Education as an aspiring 
history teacher. 

Next year, I don’t know 
what the future will hold for 
me. I know what I want it to 
hold, but life has this funny 
way of saying “not yet,” “I got 
something different for you,” 
or basically “you’re an idiot.” 
What was consistent and 
didn’t surprise me throughout 
my academic career were the 
jobs I worked at, doing things 
I love. All aspects of my life 
lined up and I was able to 
chase several different dreams 
at once. 

This year, I will be com-

pleting my studies as an Edu-
cation student to become a 
teacher, I will get my promo-
tion within 26th Field Artil-
lery Regiment to Lieutenant 
and as a member of The Quill 
I will have the opportunity 
to represent the organization 
as the Editor-in-Chief. I am 
truly honoured and humbled 
to have had my life turn out 
so fortunate.

It has been many hours 
of hard work, whether it was 
putting together my first 
newspaper, completing my 
Basic Military Officer Quali-
fication Army course with 
my fellow Quill reporter Pat-
rick Gohl, or lesson planning 
nightly and preparing a geog-
raphy based treasure hunt at 
the high school in McCreary, 
Manitoba. They all took a lot 
of time, persistence and dedi-
cation to succeed at, sacrific-
ing a social life and sleep.

I don’t expect a lot of ei-

ther of those this coming year. 
I’m going to make a lot of 
mistakes, put my foot in my 
mouth, not achieve all my 
goals and be extremely over-
whelmed this season. I have 
no regrets though. I wont shy 
away from these challenges I 
will face. I pray not for light-
er burdens but for broader 
shoulders. 

It is with this in mind 
that I welcome you to Bran-
don University. I would like 
to welcome you into a place 
of possibilities and changes. 
I hope that you are all trying 
new things and taking leaps 
and bounds to achieve your 
dreams and goals. Even if 
you trip along the run, even 
if your grades fall during the 
midterm exams, never give 
up. Learn to fail better. Fail-
ure is a stepping stone on your 
path, one that can lead to bril-
liant revelations if you let it. 
Never give up.

I spent a lot of time writ-
ing this article. Going about it 
in three or four different ways 
before deciding on what ver-
sion I wanted to send. What 
version of it I thought would 
be most beneficial to our read-
ers. I’ve been writing these ar-
ticles for four years now and I 
still have difficulty; still have 
to work hard and plan through 
things in different ways to 
try and get what I hope are 
the best results for readers. It 
doesn’t matter if only one per-
son reads this article, if there 
is a possibility that The Quill 
can help, inform or support 
that one person, then I believe 
we have the responsibility to 
produce the highest quality of 
content possible.

I look forward to this 
year. I hope you do to. Best of 
luck and welcome to Brandon 
University.

welcome letter from the editor
Robert Killam III, Editor-in-Chief

The first Baptist settlers 
arrived in southwest-

ern Manitoba in 1871, and 
soon after, decided they need 
a denominational college for 
Manitoba’s youth. After a 
failed attempt to open Prairie 
College in Rapid city, Profes-
sor S.J. McKee took over the 
endeavour but sought to open 
the college in Brandon after 
the Canadian Pacific Railway 
had been established through 
the Assiniboine Valley. At the 
same time, a Toronto industri-
alist, Mr. William Davies and 
his sister-in-law, Mrs. Emily 
Davies, pledged $25,000 in 
support of opening a Bap-
tist College in Brandon. The 
two enterprises were merged 
into one institution. Headed 
by the Baptist Convention 
of Manitoba and the North 
West Territories, and affiliated 
with McMaster University, 
Brandon College was born in 
1899, and classes began in the 
same year. The college focused 
on liberal arts, offering studies 
in Theology, and had both a 
high school department, and 
a commercial department; the 

school of music was added in 
1906.  

Enrolment sharply de-
creased in 1916, as more 
than 200 students served in 
the first world war. Citing fi-
nancial reasons, the Baptist 
Church withdrew their sup-
port in 1938, and the college 
became non-denominational. 
Brandon College established 
a Bachelor of Science degree 
in 1939, and went on to of-
fer the first Bachelor of Music 
program in Manitoba, added 
in 1963.

Brandon College ended 
their affiliation with Mc-
Master in 1939, and became 
instead associated with the 
University of Manitoba. On 
June 5th, 1967, Brandon Col-
lege received its charter and 
became Brandon University. 
The occasion coincided with 
the visit of Her Royal High-
ness Princess Alexandra and 
the Honourable Angus Ogil-
vy, while the charter was dated 
July 1st, 1967 to commemo-
rate the centennial of Canada’s 
confederation.  

BU’s Interim President 

Dr. Steve Robinson reflected 
on this transition in 2017; 
“When we were chartered as 
Brandon University, we took a 
significant and ambitious step 
in our continuing growth. It 
was a period of progress, with 
new buildings and new pro-
grams laying the foundations 
for today’s success.”

Last year, homecoming 
weekend welcomed back over 
200 alumni from many grad-
uating classes, particularly 
Brandon College’s last gradu-
ating class, the class of 1967. 
The year honoured the mile-
stone of the 50th anniversary of 
Brandon University’s charter. 
This year’s homecoming will 
celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of the first class of graduates 
to convocate from the newly-
charted Brandon University. 

Last year’s 50th anniversary 
allowed for discussion of BU’s 
lasting impact on the com-
munity; “This goes far beyond 
the hundreds of millions of 
dollars in economic impact 
produced by BU every year. 
Research here advances and 
create new knowledge, cre-

ative and scholarly works both 
delight and inform us all, and 
our graduates enrich our cul-
ture and our communities as 
engaged citizens with mean-
ingful careers.” Dr. Robinson 
says, “Brandon University 
makes a tremendous impact 
every single day. Our students, 
faculty, staff and alumni make 
essential contributions here on 
campus and to the vibrancy of 
our communities”. 

The Interim President 
added that, “becoming a char-
tered university brought with 
it the benefits of autonomy, 
allowing us to govern and 
award our own degrees and to 
nimbly respond to commu-
nity needs through research 
and new programming. It was 
a time of tremendous change 
and growth for post-second-
ary education in Canada, and 
Brandon University is em-
bracing similar change right 
now.” With the acquisition of 
new property downtown, and 
a new Campus Master Plan, 
Brandon University will con-
tinue to grow and thrive.  

Alexandra Mackay, Senior Reporter
history of BraNdoN UNiversity
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Originally known as the 
Caps and Cappettes, 

Brandon University Athletics 
department has changed great-
ly over the years. Being active 
for over one hundred years 
and adapting to each of the 
challenges which came along, 
Brandon has a rich sports his-
tory in a variety of sports. BU 
once fielded teams in curling, 
football, field hockey, tennis, 
badminton, judo, swimming 
and ice hockey. Of course now 
we also have our basketball, 
volleyball and soccer teams! 
Brandon University Athletics 
would adopt the name as we 
know it today in 1969 going 
from Caps and Cappettes to 
Bobcats. 

Brandon University’s cen-
tre piece of its athletic pro-
gram was focused around Ice 
Hockey. There are documents 
suggesting there were men’s 
and women’s team as early as 
1910. The Brandon College 

Caps played in junior and 
intermediate hockey leagues 
around the time of 1923, 
1925. The Caps would play 
in the Manitoba Amateur 
Hockey Association, around 
the 1950’s would play against 
teams like Dauphin and Por-
tage La Prairie. The Ice Hock-
ey program would cut in 
and out between the middle 
of the century and stopped 
completely between the years 
1958-1969. When Brandon 
got involved with hockey 
again they would be the Bob-
cats and play in several dif-
ferent leagues against teams 
from Lakehead University to 
the University of Regina. It is 
widely stated that the 1980-
81 season would be the high-
light of the Bobcats hockey 
program when they would 
go 23-1 and won the cham-
pionships in playoffs. The Ice 
Hockey program would cease 
after the season of 2001-02 

when they won 8 of their 36 
games.

Football was another 
staple at Brandon College, 
starting in 1950 and going 
till 1973. 1950 marked the 
first time in 15 years that or-
ganized football was played 
in the city of Brandon. One 
of BU’s rivals were the Notre 
Dame Hounds of Wilcox, 
Saskatchewan and when the 
teams battled it out there 
were sellout crowds at Kins-
men Stadium during Home-
coming weekend. The Caps/
Bobcats would play against 
teams from Valley City to Mi-
not State.

The curling program at 
Brandon has been quite suc-
cessful, still going strong with 
the support of the communi-
ty. The most successful team 
from BU was led by Mike 
McEwen. 

The Bobcats men’s basket-
ball team is a 4-time Canadian 

University na-
tional champi-
onship winners, 
taking the title 
three consecu-
tive years in a 
row from 1987-
1989 and again 
in 1996. They 
would win the 
Canada West 
Championships 
in 2002 and 
would win 15 
GPAC Cham-
pionships. The 
members of the 
women’s basketball team have 
earned Academic All-Canadi-
an syaus 45 times since 1989. 

The Bobcats  men’s vol-
leyball team was formed in 
2005 and since then has been 
a nationally ranked team in 
the CIS and has played in the 
playoffs every year since 2007. 
There are several members of 
the women’s team who have 

made the Canada West record 
books. From career kills with 
Teagan Hunter to Erin Visch-
Krahn with career blocks.

The Bobcats are almost 
back in action. One more 
week and Bobcat Soccer will 
be kicking off. 

Robert Killam III, Editor-in-Chief
history of BoBcats

The Healthy Living Cen-
tre has open to BU stu-

dents and the community for 
another year of activities, in-
tramurals and clubs. Brandon 
University delivers a wide va-
riety of experiences for people 
of all skill levels. These activi-
ties make it easy to get out 
and meet new people with 
similar interests. Whether 
you sign up online or go into 
and talk with the staff at the 
front desk, it is as efficient as 
possible to get right into a 
new activity or sport.
The clubs include:
Badminton: Sundays at 

5:00PM and Tuesdays at 
8:00PM
table tennis: Wednesdays at 
8:30PM, Fridays & Sundays 
at 5:00PM
pickleball: Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 12:30PM 
to 3:30PM
dance Club: Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 7:00PM
Fitness and Wellness classes 
are also available:
shred and shine Bootcamp: 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
6:00PM
Kickboxing: Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 5:30PM to 
6:30PM

fundamentals of yoga: 
Mondays at 6:00PM
yoga flow: Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 7:00AM
Zumba: Wednesdays at 
5:00PM
rising stars: Sundays at 
10:00AM
future stars: Mondays at 
6:00PM
Joga: Mondays at 7:00PM
The following intramural’s 
that are being offered in-
clude:
Co-ed soccer: Tuesdays at 
7:00PM
Co-ed Basketball: Mondays 
at 8:00PM and Wednes-

days at 9:00PM
Co-ed volleyball: Wednes-
days at 8:00PM
The Healthy Living Centre 
is also hosting an open house 
from September 9th to the 
16th for any people interest-
ed in tours and information 

on their services available. 
For any more information 
on any of the following clubs 
please ask the staff working at 
the HLC, or go check out the 
website at www.gobobcats.
com.

Robert Killam III, Editor-in-Chief

hlc schedUle
weekly sports scoreboard

Blue Jays vs Marlins

6 - 1

Blue BoMBers vs 
roughriders

23 - 31

MaJor league Base-
Ball

Canadian FootBall 
league

Wed. Sept. 5th Thurs. Sept. 6th Fri. Sept. 7th Sat. Sept. 8th Sun. Sept. 9th Mon. Sept. 10th Tues. Sept. 11th

hlc calendar

table tennis hlc 
mezzanine 

8:30 - 1030pm

table tennis hlc 
mezzanine 

5:00 - 7:45pm

bobcats soccer
Women’s 1:00pm
Men’s 3:15pm

try it free week at 
the hlc begins!

table tennis hlc 
mezzanine 

5:00 - 7:45pm

Inflatable Extravan-
ganza 6:00 - 
10:00pm bu soc-
cer field

dance club hlc 
mezzanine 

7:00 - 8:00pm
co-ed basket-

ball hlc henry 
champ

8:00 - 10:30pm

co-ed soccer hlc 
henry champ

7:00 - 8:00pm
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Tucked away in the com-
paratively uneventful, 

prairie-located city of Bran-
don, Manitoba, Brandon 
University is no Harvard 
or Western, but we do have 
our own graduates to brag 
about that got their start to 
greatness here. In case any 
of you were doubting your 
small investment of your 
souls and financial stability, 
there is potential and pos-
sibility. 

For starters we have the 
renowned Tommy Douglas, 
for those of you who aren’t 
aware this Brandon Univer-
sity alumni was the head of 
the party responsible for in-
troducing Canada’s enviable 
health-care system. Side 
note he was also a journalist 

for the student 
newspaper, clearly an indi-
cation of greatness. Other 
notable politicians who have 
attended BU include Brian 
Pallister the current Premier 
of Manitoba, Walter Din-
sdale a politician noted for 
his work alongside disabled 
people, and Merv Tweed an 
MP from 2004-2013 for 
the Brandon-Souris con-
stituency.

Stepping outside of pol-
itics, we’ve got Betty Gib-
son, whose name you might 
be familiar with due to the 
elementary school named 
in her honour here in Bran-
don. She was highly influ-
ential in contributing to the 
mathematics and language 
arts programs in Manitoba, 

she also boasted two chil-
dren’s novels and was intro-
duced to the Brandon Uni-
versity Hall of Fame back in 
2003.

The next notable mem-
ber in our list includes Er-
rol Black, author, professor, 
activist, and city councillor. 
Proud writer and editor of 
the book “Building a Better 
World: An Introduction to 
Trade Unionism in Cana-
da” published in 2008, he 
analyzes the existence of 
unions in the Canadian la-
bour force and various phe-
nomenon which challenge 
unions.

You want fame? We’ve 
got famous. School of mu-
sic graduate, actress and 
singer Allison Hossack has 

appeared in popular media 
ranging from the TV series 
“Another World” to “Super-
natural”. Sports more your 
thing? True to the Canadi-
an dream, Bachelor of Arts 
holder Andy Murray gradu-
ated from Brandon univer-
sity and went on to become 
an NHL head coach for 
teams such as the LA Kings 
and St. Louis Blues. He 
even received the honor-
ary degree Doctor of Laws 
from BU in May 2017. 

Receiving points for 
creativity, Olivia Poole a 
student of music at Bran-
don College, she invented 
the “Jolly Jumper” in 1910. 
The Ojibway woman grew 
up on the White Earth In-
dian Reservation and draw-

ing inspiration from her 
indigenous customs she 
successfully designed Jolly 
Jumper using an ax handle, 
steel spring and cloth dia-
per. She became one of the 
first indigenous women to 
patent an invention in the 
year 1957.

Brandon University 
may be small but we’ve got 
our success stories scattered 
all across the board. With 
luck and dedication (along 
with all nighters and cram 
sessions) you can join the 
list of triumphant alumni. 
Best of luck wherever you 
end up!

oN the shoUlders of GiaNts 
Carly Murkin, Reporter

Welcome freshman to 
the university life. 

You may have already no-
ticed a few differences be-
tween BU and your home-
town high school, one of 
those being the size of your 
new school. Although we 
have one of the smaller 
campuses of all the Univer-
sities in Canada, it might 
still seem a daunting task to 
navigate the many corridors 
and buildings in your first 
weeks of University. Have 
no fear, you’ll get the lay 
of the land rather quickly 
and in no time you’ll have 
as much trouble in finding 
classrooms as the star nosed 
mole has finding a drown-
ing worm (look it up, it’s 
cool). It never hurts to have 
just a little help along the 
way, so read on for a basic 
rundown of the layout of 
your campus.

We begin with the 
George T. Richardson cen-
tre, this is where the library 
is located. Ensure that you 
make yourself familiar with 
all the study nooks and 

crannies located therein. 
Come exam time the li-
brary fills right up. I suggest 
the north stacks or the mu-
sic library if you are look-
ing for peace. Also in this 
building are the Indigenous 
Peoples Centre and the Ev-
ans theatre. You may enter 
the Music building through 
the Music library or at the 
north end of the McKenzie 
building. Music students 
have the best lounge lo-
cated in the basement, go 
check it out. In the A.E. 
McKenzie building the 
hallway to the north of the 
library entrance, is where 

student services is located. 
These services are here to 
help you through your year, 
go talk to them if you are 
having trouble adapting to 
BU or need support in your 
classes. 

If you are in the Arts 
program Clark Hall will 
most likely be the place 
where you’re spending all 
of your time. If you prefer 
a more private location for 
studying or need a place to 
work on your group proj-
ect, then plop a seat in one 
of the study rooms in the 
building. When your work 
is done you might have 

to drop off your papers in 
the Arts office. This room 
can be found at the south 
end of the building. If you 
leave by the doors next to 
the Arts office and head to 
the building south of you, 
where you end up is the 
Knowles Douglas build-
ing. BUSU, Forbidden Fla-
vours, the book store, and 
of course The Quill office 
are all located here. Travel 
a little farther and you’ll 
make it to the Brody Build-
ing, where Science hap-
pens!  Check out the many 
club rooms, but beware of 

the NUCLEUS (they have 
nerf guns). All joking aside, 
if you are in the Sciences 
you’ll need to know where 
to find Jerome. He’s on the 
2nd floor. 

Aside from these places 
you still have the gym, Ed-
ucation, and Health studies 
buildings. The best thing to 
do is just to go out and ex-
plore the campus yourself. 
You will be spending quite 
a chunk of your life here at 
BU so you may as well get 
familiar with the layout of 
the campus early on.    

fiNdiNG yoUr way aroUNd campUs
Patrick Gohl, Reporter

pc: carly prawdzik



Dear Quintilius,
What are some good rituals 

to be successful for the begin-
ning of the semester? 
Sincerely, Eager Beaver
 
Dear Sacrifi cial Rodent,

Th e time has come upon us 
I see. People are fi nally recogniz-
ing the values of rituals, I knew 
that one book turned people off  
from certain rituals but I knew 
society would turn back to the 
ways of old. Th ey are tried and 
true, think about it, do you think 
we Romans would have con-
quered the Mediterranean if not 
for the rituals of reading poultry 
intestines? Of course not.

Good rituals to set would 
include augury and haruspicy, 
both are sure to warn you of any 
ill omens that could befall upon 
you or your kinfolk. It is because 
of these practices that I am always 
so kind to birds. Each morning I 
will go for a run, clean myself up 
and then schedule my day. First 
thing I will schedule and most 
importantly is taking care of my 
birds. I won’t even look at my 
phone until after I have planned 
my day, I fi nd this really helps me 
focus. Th en when you do have 
your phone don’t be using it all 
the time.

My point with telling you 
this stuff  is to just show how im-
portant it is make time to take 
care of your fowl. A large por-
tion of my day is spent with my 
birds, I can’t let my phone get in 
between myself and something 
I love. Th ese birds provide both 
sustenance and companionship. 
When they fl y together they off er 
readings for whether we should 
hold a public execution or town 
meeting and of course they pro-
vide liver and entrails for the 
readings of omens.

Ya, if there is any ritual you 
should set it is bringing back 
more rituals from ancient Rome. 
Gods know they knew how to 
live wild lives. Oh in an age of 
selfi es and mocha cappuccinos I 
so look forward till latifundia’s 
and gladiatorial matches come 
back in style.        

All Salute Th e Eternal City,
Qunitilius of Rome
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Based on your decision to 
pick this paper up I can 

safely decipher you are ei-
ther someone looking to get 
WOKE or someone who is 
desperately trying to feel less 
guilty about not being in-
volved at a university you pay 
money to attend. Well either 
way it’s a pleasure to meet you, 
I can tell from this fi rst com-
pletely natural brush of fate, 
you must be interested in be-
ing a badass. But how could a 
paper possibly know this? Be-
cause if there is one thing hu-
man beings crave more than 
love, acceptance and progres-
sive conservative imperialism, 
it’s badassery. 

Come, follow me as I lead 
you through this epic journey 
of literature. Lets start off  with 
the idea of what is Th e Quill? 
Good question you really are 
meant to read this aren’t you. 
Th e Quill is a student run 
newspaper which covers sto-
ries and reports on news go-
ing around the BU campus 
and within the community. It 
follows up on the changes go-
ing on with buildings, person-

nel and policies, bringing the 
stories forward for the student 
body. We cover any news rel-
evant to BU: the sports teams 
on page 3, the clubs and or-
ganizations on campus page 
6, and information about the 
local community on page 7. 
You may also notice a section 
called study break on page 5 
where we provide little heart-
ed stories, reviews or comical/
satirical material. 

So now you know what to 
look for when you’re reading, 
why not take it a step further. 
Be part of the writing process 
itself and join us today. Con-
trol the story, be the leading 
voice on a topic and guide the 
minds of readers. It’s easier 
than ever to control the mass-
es, with fancy papers coming 
out once a week and online 
content, what more could you 
ask for? Th is is the perfect time 
to start writing and getting 
real work experience. Why be 
the person who makes history 
when you can be the person 
who writes it? 

Every great prota/anta-
gonist have some sort of hum-

ble beginnings. You have the 
chance to not only be one of 
these major characters but 
you could be the role model 
writing for someone else. No 
one thinks like you, no one 
writes like you, think about 
all the people who could ben-
efi t from your style of writing. 
Not only would you get to do 
stories you’d be interested in 
sharing with others but you 
could basically have people 
hanging on your every word. 
Does that not sound amazing 
and satisfying? Because of your 
reporting skills you could help 
someone fi nd an interesting 
event in the community that 
leads them to discover a great 
passion of theirs or convince 
someone to go to a party that 
they meet the love of their life 
at.

Not a good writer? Don’t 
think you have what it takes 
to be a reporter? Don’t know 
if you will have time for it and 
don’t want to make commit-
ments? It’s all ok, at Th e Quill 
you will be part of a team that 
works hard and aims to help 
you grow as a person and stu-

dent. Th e Quill doesn’t make 
anyone do anything they don’t 
want to… Because everyone 
already wants to do it. Th ere’s 
freedom and fl exibility with 
writing for Th e Quill. Th ings 
are relaxed and yet progres-
sive. Th e Quill is making a few 
changes within this upcoming 
year, take a chance and be part 
of this historic movement on 
campus.

Badassery is within your 
grasp. You have questions 
about payments and getting 
paid by Th e Quill? What are 
the timings for meetings and 
deadlines for articles? What 
are the content and stories 
that need to be covered? Send 
the Editor-in-Chief an email. 
Why just wait for news to 
come out on shelves to read 
it? Get ahead of the curve and 
be knowledgable about whats 
going on in the community. 
Apathy is never sexy. But writ-
ing for Th e Quill never looked 
so appealing.

iNdoctriNatioN iNto the QUill
Robert Killam III, Secretly Cult Leader
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Tucked away in the com-
paratively uneventful, 

prairie-located city of Bran-
don, Manitoba, Brandon 
University is no Harvard 
or Western, but we do have 
our own graduates to brag 
about that got their start to 
greatness here. In case any 
of you were doubting your 
small investment of your 
souls and fi nancial stability, 
there is potential and pos-
sibility. 

For starters we have the 
renowned Tommy Douglas, 
for those of you who aren’t 
aware this Brandon Univer-
sity alumni was the head of 
the party responsible for in-
troducing Canada’s enviable 
health-care system. Side 
note he was also a journalist 

for the student 
newspaper, clearly an indi-
cation of greatness. Other 
notable politicians who have 
attended BU include Brian 
Pallister the current Premier 
of Manitoba, Walter Din-
sdale a politician noted for 
his work alongside disabled 
people, and Merv Tweed an 
MP from 2004-2013 for 
the Brandon-Souris con-
stituency.

Stepping outside of pol-
itics, we’ve got Betty Gib-
son, whose name you might 
be familiar with due to the 
elementary school named 
in her honour here in Bran-
don. She was highly infl u-
ential in contributing to the 
mathematics and language 
arts programs in Manitoba, 

she also boasted two chil-
dren’s novels and was intro-
duced to the Brandon Uni-
versity Hall of Fame back in 
2003.

Th e next notable mem-
ber in our list includes Er-
rol Black, author, professor, 
activist, and city councillor. 
Proud writer and editor of 
the book “Building a Better 
World: An Introduction to 
Trade Unionism in Cana-
da” published in 2008, he 
analyzes the existence of 
unions in the Canadian la-
bour force and various phe-
nomenon which challenge 
unions.

You want fame? We’ve 
got famous. School of mu-
sic graduate, actress and 
singer Allison Hossack has 

appeared in popular media 
ranging from the TV series 
“Another World” to “Super-
natural”. Sports more your 
thing? True to the Canadi-
an dream, Bachelor of Arts 
holder Andy Murray gradu-
ated from Brandon univer-
sity and went on to become 
an NHL head coach for 
teams such as the LA Kings 
and St. Louis Blues. He 
even received the honor-
ary degree Doctor of Laws 
from BU in May 2017. 

Receiving points for 
creativity, Olivia Poole a 
student of music at Bran-
don College, she invented 
the “Jolly Jumper” in 1910. 
Th e Ojibway woman grew 
up on the White Earth In-
dian Reservation and draw-

ing inspiration from her 
indigenous customs she 
successfully designed Jolly 
Jumper using an ax handle, 
steel spring and cloth dia-
per. She became one of the 
fi rst indigenous women to 
patent an invention in the 
year 1957.

Brandon University 
may be small but we’ve got 
our success stories scattered 
all across the board. With 
luck and dedication (along 
with all nighters and cram 
sessions) you can join the 
list of triumphant alumni. 
Best of luck wherever you 
end up!

oN the shoUlders of GiaNts 
Carly Murkin, Reporter



BUsU, acc, aNd campUs 6Issue 01 | Volume 109

 thequill.ca | sep. 5th, 2018

Welcome to Brandon Uni-
versity! It must be said right away 
that your life will change drasti-
cally now that your university 
days have started. Just don’t panic, 
I have a couple of tips that could 
make this transitional period eas-
ier on you. First tip: Get to know 
new people. At the moment there 
are around 3500 students at BU, 
each with their own story and 
background. The University is the 
perfect place to meet people that 
you would otherwise have never 
run into in your life. Second tip: 
Everyone makes mistakes and ex-
periences times where they strug-
gle at school, should you ever find 
yourselves in this situation there is 
still no reason to panic. There are 
many programs at your disposal 
that can help you on your, per-
haps bumpy, road to graduation. 

Just go to the student services 
office and seek help. Third tip: 
Have fun! University life can get 
quite stressful at times, especially 
if you are solely concentrating on 
your studies. Life continues even 
during exams. That isn’t to say 
that you won’t have to  study hard 
as well, just that everyone should 
find the right balance between 
work and play. If all goes well you 
won’t have to say, as Faust does, 
at the end “Have now, alas! quite 
studied through Philosophy and 
Medicine, And Law, and ah! The-
ology, too, With hot desire the 
truth to win! And here, at last, I 
stand, poor fool! As wise as when 
I entered school”.

wise words
Translation, German to English

The s Herzlich willkom-
men in der Brandon Univer-

sität! Es muss gleich vorweg gesagt 
sein dass euer Leben sich drastisch 
ändern wird, jetzt wo euer Unileben 
anfängt. Nur keine Angst, ich hab 
da so manche Tipps die euch diese 
Wandel Periode etwas einfacher 
machen könnten. Erster Tipp: 
Lernt neue Leute kennen. Mo-
mentan sind rund 3500 Studenten 
hier zu Hause, und jeder hat seine 
eigene Geschichte und Hintergr-
und. Die Uni ist der perfekte Platz 
Menschen kennenzulernen denen 
ihr in eurem Leben sonst nie be-
gegnen würdet. Zweiter Tipp: Jeder 
macht mal Fehler und hat Zeiten 
wo sein Studium ihm etwas schwer 
fällt, wenn ihr irgendwann mal in 
diesen Schuhen steckt dann ist das 
trotzdem kein Grund einen Ner-
venzusammenbruch zu erleiden. Es 
stehen euch mehrere Programme 

zur Verfügung die euch auf eu-
rem, vieleicht stolprigen Weg, zur 
Abschlussfeier helfen können. Fragt 
einfach im Studentenservices Büro 
nach. Dritter Tipp: Habt spass! 
Das Unileben kann zeitweise rich-
tig stressig werden, erst recht wenn 
ihr euch nur auf euer Studium 
konzentriert. Das Leben geht weit-
er auch während den Semesterprü-
fungen. Das soll nicht heissen das 
ihr nicht auch büffeln müsst, nur 
dass ein jeder sein Gleichgewicht 
zwischen Spass und Arbeit finden 
sollte. Wenn alles gut geht steht ihr 
am ende nicht wie Faust da und 
sagt  „Habe nun, ach! Philosophie, 
Juristerei und Medizin, Und leider 
auch Theologie Durchaus studiert, 
mit heißem Bemühn. Da steh ich 
nun, ich armer Tor! Und bin so 
klug als wie zuvor”.  

weise worte
Patrick Gohl, Knallhart

Last year a few chess 
enthusiasts came to-

gether at the University to 
create a chess club. It cul-
minated ten months later 
with a few of the younger 
players heading to the East 
Coast to play at the na-
tional level after mopping 
the floor with nearly every 
other person in the group. 
Seriously, it was embar-
rassing how one-sided the 
games they played against 
me were. Do not underes-
timate fourteen-year-olds, 
they haven’t developed the 

empathy to not embarrass 
a weak-willed fragile adult 
like me.

I deserved it. 
The chess club will be 

meeting every Saturday 
starting on September 8th 
from 1:00PM to 4:00PM 
in the university Harvest 
Hall. Sometimes it lasts a 
little longer than that. You 
can drop in with a small 
donation to the club, get 
some practice in and pre-
pare for the planned big 
tournament at the end of 
November. There will be 

lessons for beginning play-
ers, training and analyses 
for players with some games 
under their belt, and a 
challenge for those who 
have an ego about this 
stuff or want to play at a 
higher level. Trust me, it 
won’t last long. You can 
also just come and play 
for fun. 

The organizer, Rod 
Riquelme, matches play-
ers by ability and makes 
sure everyone that shows 
up can play the maximum 
amount of games. So if 

you’re awake by 1:00PM 
on a Saturday and want 
another excuse to avoid the 

course readings, come join 
the Brandon Knights. 

BraNdoN KNiGhts
Alex Murray, Chess Extraordinaire

PC: Alex Murray
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Well here we are. Be-
ginning another 

semester on a big stretch 
of aspen parkland on the 
banks of the Assiniboine 
river. Most of us don’t give 
much thought as to what 
preceded our existence in 
a place and prefer not to 
think of ourselves as a data 
point on a census. 

After the glaciers of 
the last ice age receded in 
southwest Manitoba about 
10,000 years ago, the land 
was home to people who 
would become known as 
the Ojibwa, Cree, Dene, 
Sioux, Mandan, and Assini-
boine groups. Although the 
area’s history doesn’t start in 
the 1880s, most informa-
tion readily available to the 
public regarding Brandon’s 
past starts with the era that 
saw a great influx of Que-
bec and Maritime Protes-
tants followed by British 
and American immigrants. 

The expanse of a city we 
now inhabit was first imag-
ined by a boat of people, 
carrying goods upstream 
from Winnipeg to Fort El-
lice, a Hudson Bay Post on 

the Assiniboine near todays 
St. Lazare. 

The south bank of the 
Assiniboine was empty, but 
the north bank housed a 
bourgeoning town named 
Grand Valley. Grand Valley 
was settled by two brothers; 
John and Dougal McVicar 
in the 1870s. Although the 
exact location of the west-
ward extension of the Ca-
nadian Pacific Railway had 
not yet been determined, 
routes through Minnedosa 
or Rapid City had been con-
sidered. With this expecta-
tion, regular voyages made 
by steamwheelers brought 
increasing numbers of set-
tlers from the east.

In Spring of 1881, citi-
zens of Grand Valley were 
thrilled to find out that the 
railway powers that be had 
decided on a more west-
erly route Winnipeg. The 
McVicar brothers jumped 
at the chance for their hum-
ble settlement to become a 
railway trade hub when the 
CPR sent a scout to decide 
on the divisional point for a 
townsites along the railway. 
This scout was Thomas L. 

Rosser, who had recently 
made a career change from 
being Confederate Cav-
alry Major General in the 
American Civil War to the 
chief engineer of the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway. 

For the railway to be 
built through Grand Val-
ley, Rosser offered Dougal 
McVicar $25,000. McVicar 
countered with $50,000 to 
which Rosser supposedly 
replied “I’ll be damned if 
a town of any kind is ever 
built here” – a fairly cour-
teous response, considering 
his previous employment. 
So Rosser crossed the Assini-
boine and built the railway 
town on the south side of 
the river. When rumour of 
an impending change for 
the site of the railway began 
circulating, Grand Valley 
had hope again to be the 
site but the city was built 
on a low lying plane and 
flooded extensively. After 
this, Grand Valley began to 
gradually disappear, 1884 
Brandon newspapers ran 
ads offering to swap “that 
warehouse in Grand Valley 
for a horse”.

Within a year of Ross-
er’s passive aggressive move 
to build an entire town 
opposite the McVicar’s, 
population growth was ex-
ponential. In April of 1882 
leading citizens called a pub-
lic meeting that resulted in 
applying for a city charter. 
The charter was passed by 
the provincial government 
on May 30th, 1882, mean-
ing Brandon had skipped 
village or town phase of 
growth and 
s k i p p e d 
straight to 
being a city.  

I t ’ s 
thought that 
the name 
B r a n d o n 
o r i g i n a t e d 
from the Blue 
Hills of Bran-
don. The 
namesake of 
a Hudson 
Bay trading 
post “Bran-
don House”. 
Which was 
named after a 
hill on an is-
land in James 

Bay where Captain James 
moored his ship in the win-
ter of 1631. Brandon may 
more accurately be referred 
to as Brandon IV. 

For more information 
on the history of Bran-
don and to read the rest of 
the article, check out The 
Quill’s web site at www.
thequill.ca.

history of the city of BraNdoN
Alexandra Mackay, Senior Reporter

Welcome to Brandon Uni-
versity! It must be said right away 
that your life will change drasti-
cally now that your university 
days have started. Just don’t panic, 
I have a couple of tips that could 
make this transitional period eas-
ier on you. First tip: Get to know 
new people. At the moment there 
are around 3500 students at BU, 
each with their own story and 
background. The University is the 
perfect place to meet people that 
you would otherwise have never 
run into in your life. Second tip: 
Everyone makes mistakes and ex-
periences times where they strug-
gle at school, should you ever find 
yourselves in this situation there is 
still no reason to panic. There are 
many programs at your disposal 
that can help you on your, per-
haps bumpy, road to graduation. 

Just go to the student services 
office and seek help. Third tip: 
Have fun! University life can get 
quite stressful at times, especially 
if you are solely concentrating on 
your studies. Life continues even 
during exams. That isn’t to say 
that you won’t have to  study hard 
as well, just that everyone should 
find the right balance between 
work and play. If all goes well you 
won’t have to say, as Faust does, 
at the end “Have now, alas! quite 
studied through Philosophy and 
Medicine, And Law, and ah! The-
ology, too, With hot desire the 
truth to win! And here, at last, I 
stand, poor fool! As wise as when 
I entered school”.

wise words
Translation, German to English

Wed. Sept. 12th Thurs. Sept. 13th Fri. Sept. 14th Sat. Sept. 15th Sun. Sept. 16th Mon. Sept. 17th Tues. Sept. 18th

clubs day 
9:00am - 4:00pm in 

mingling area

community day in 
the mingling area 
9:00am - 3:00pm

free bbq in the 
courtyard at 
11:00am

Trivia night Harvest 
hall

7:00 - 9:00pm

out of this world 
social in court-
yard

10:00pm - 2:00am

lgbttq* social 
tba

bobcats soccer
Women’s 1:00pm
Men’s 3:15pm

battle on the border 
at international 
peace gardens 
1:00-7:00pm

open farm day 
tba international 
Activities Office

bobcats soccer
Women’s 1:00pm
Men’s 3:15pm

dealing with con-
flict Productively 

bystander training

Wed. Sept. 5th Thurs. Sept. 6th Fri. Sept. 7th Sat. Sept. 8th Sun. Sept. 9th Mon. Sept. 10th Tues. Sept. 11th

orientation calendar

where in the world 
is Bailey? Scaven-
ger hunt. All over 
campus

Who’s got game? 
(board game em-
pire)

11:00am - 2:00pm

free pizza in the 
mingling area at 
11:30am

Karaoke in Harvest 
hall 

7:00 - 9:00pm

Grab’n Go Break-
fast

9:30-11:30am
free ice cream in the 

mingling area 
10:00am

bobcats soccer
Women’s 1:00pm
Men’s 3:15pm

clear lake trip tba 
with international 
Activities Office

Free David’s Tea 
in the mingling 
area 10:00am - 
2:00pm

metis sash demo 
11:00am ipc

Inflatable Extravan-
ganza 6:00 - 
10:00pm bu soc-
cer field

Services Day 
9:30am - 3:30pm 
in mingling area

massages 11:00am-
3:00pm in gath-
ering space
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desks for sale

Are you looking for a gently used 
desk? The Quill has some for 

sale! Stop by our office or email 
for more info!

2nd Floor KDC
eic@thequill.ca
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got something you want to 

sell? looking for something to 
buy?

Students get free classified ads 
with The Quill!

Email us at eic@thequill.ca

We want you!

If  you like to write, take pictures, 
or draw things, 

you should work for The Quill!
We can offer a cool office to nap 

in and tuition rebates.

 Email us at eic@thequill.ca!


