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Brandon University’s 
Women’s Collective is a 

group of exceptional women 
motivated to improving life 
on campus for everyone. The 
Women’s Collective President 
for the second consecutive 
year, is Jenna English, a pas-
sionate intersectional feminist 
dedicated to representing self-
identifying women’s rights 
on campus. Vice President 
this year is Jenna Murray, a 
feminist focused on bringing 
together like minded people 
and promoting awareness of 
social issues. 

Every year, the Women’s 
Collective offers a resource li-
brary, free condoms, sanitary 
supplies, discounted pregnan-
cy tests and diva cups, sexual 
health resources, as well as 

access to phone and internet 
services. The Women’s Collec-
tive is also involved with the 
“No Means No” campaign for 
the promotion of positive sex-
ual relationships. (Let’s make 
one thing clear: Consensual 
sex, is just sex. The idea that 
there is any other type of sex 
is ludicrous. Non-consensual 
sex? The word you’re looking 
for is rape. Respect all people’s 
choices and their dignity.)

Some of this year’s goals 
include: promoting aware-
ness of sexual health through 
a day dedicated to reproduc-
tive health, as well as events 
that foster social relations in-
cluding paint night and trivia 
night. The annual event “Take 
Back The Night” – a march to 
end violence against women 

with the intention of feeling 
safe at night – will not run this 
fall semester, but will hopeful-
ly take place in the spring. 

If there are any causes or 
events that you are passionate 
about and would like to see 
the Women’s Collective take 
on, please consider joining 
to make them happen. More 
members make planning and 
implementing events easier 
and more enjoyable. Member-
ship in the Women’s Collec-
tive is open to the entire BU 
community, including men. 
Although male members do 
not have voting rights (sucks 
doesn’t it) their input is valued 
and appreciated. 

You can connect with the 
Women’s Collective on Fa-
cebook (Brandon University 

Women’s Collective) and Ins-
tagram (buwomenscollective). 
The Women’s Collective office 
is located on the 2nd floor of 
the Knowles-Douglas Build-
ing. Office hours will be an-
nounced soon. The next col-
lective meeting is Wednesday 
October 3rd at 5:00 p.m. in 
the KDC boardroom – all are 
welcome.

And finally, to answer the 
burning question that may 
be distracting you from tak-
ing any substance from this 
article; yes, we’re all feminists 
here. To quote Beyoncé quot-
ing Chimamanda Ngozi Adi-
chie, “feminist: a person who 
believes in the social, eco-
nomic, and political equality 
of the sexes”. 

Women’s ColleCtive on Campus!
Alexandra Mackay, Senior Reporter

Do you ever wonder what 
the Brandon University 

Music Students (BUMS) are 
up to? BUMS, do you ever 
wish there were more perfor-
mance opportunities around 
the school? Look no further, 
Friday Night Lights is the so-
lution! 

This is a concert series 
geared to provide performance 
experience for soloists and 
small ensembles from across 
the School of Music. Taking 
place in the Lorne Watson 
Recital Hall (LWRH), this 
series creates excellent oppor-
tunities for students to share 

their hard work with friends 
in a professional environment. 
Our beloved Jazz Night is a fa-
vourite for many, however the 
casual atmosphere is not best 
suited to our classical majors. 
Performers at Friday Night 
Lights can be in the classical 
or jazz streams and have full 

access to the concert hall set-
ting.

Friday Night Lights is 
completely free to everyone! 
The first date is October 12th, 
2018 at 8:00 p.m. The pro-
gramme will be posted before 
the concert. Mark your calen-
dars and bring a friend!

Charlie Carrier, All-Star Pianist, Singer, Writer, Badass
Friday nights Were made For this
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This past weekend was 
a busy one for the 

sports teams at Brandon 
University. The Brandon 
University women’s soccer 
team was in action on Sat-
urday, September 29th. The 
Bobcats played against the 
Canadian Mennonite Uni-
versity Blazers. The game 
was hosted in Brandon at 
the Healthy Living Centre 
field and saw an attendance 
of 155 people. Kickoff time 
was at 1:00 p.m. and the 
final score was 1-0 for the 
Bobcats! The sole goal was 
scored by Sarah Suchan in 
the first half. 

The Brandon Univer-
sity men’s soccer team was 
also in action against the 
Blazers. Their game started 
at 3:15 p.m. at the Healthy 

Living Centre field fol-
lowing the women’s soccer 
game. The attendance was 
up slightly at 160 total at-
tendees. The Bobcats ulti-
mately took home the win 
with a final score of 3-2. 
The Blazer’s two goals were 
scored by Parker Davis and 
Robbie Friesen, respectively. 
Going over to the Bobcats, 
goal scorers include Nolan 
Melanson, Osian Edwards 
and Taylor Blue. 

The soccer teams 
weren’t the only the Bob-
cats out and about this 
past weekend. The Bran-
don University men’s vol-
leyball team participated 
in a home tournament at 
the Healthy Living Centre. 
The Bobcats first saw action 
on Friday, September 28th 

where they went up against 
the University of Manitoba 
Bison’s. The game started at 
6:00 p.m. and ended when 
the set count was 3-0 for 
Brandon University. The 
next game was on Septem-
ber 29th at 11:00 a.m. This 
game saw the Bobcats beat 
the University of Saskatch-
ewan Huskies 3-2. The 
Bobcats also played later 
in the day against the Mc-
Master University Maraud-
ers and handed them a 3-0 
score for Brandon Univer-
sity. The Marauders were 
back on Sunday, but the 
Bobcats continued the win-
ning streak finishing strong 
throughout the weekend 
beating their opponents 
3-1. 

The women’s volleyball 

team was away at the Uni-
versity of Winnipeg this 
past weekend. On Friday, 
September 28th the Bobcats 
fell to the University of Re-
gina Cougars with a score 
of 2-3 but sought redemp-
tion in defeating the Uni-
versite de Moncton with 
a win of 3-0. On Saturday 
the Bobcats were up against 
the University of Winnipeg 
and managed to pull off an-
other win taking the score 
of 3-1. Later in the day 
they faced the Universite de 
Moncton once again and, 
once again, defeated them 
3-1. The final game for the 
Bobcats took place on Sun-
day, September 30th and saw 
BU lose to the University of 
Regina Cougars 1-3.

Overall all the Bobcat 

teams had a busy and well 
rounded, successful week-
end on the court and on 
the pitch. Brandon Uni-
versity’s basketball teams 
are also getting set to kick 
off their season. On Oc-
tober 4th at 7:00 p.m. the 
men’s basketball team takes 
on the University of Leth-
bridge Pronghorns at the 
Healthy Living Centre and 
the women’s team heads to 
the University of Winnipeg 
on October 5th to take on 
the U of M Bison’s at 2:00 
p.m. As always, the entire 
University community is 
behind all of BU’s teams. 
Go Bobcats!

BoBCats games: soCCer and volleyBall triumphs
Donnovan Hillman, Assistant Editor-in-Chief

Men’s 30 sep 2018

BoBcats vs Blaz-
ers

3 - 2

weekly sports score-
board

30 sep 2018

Blue Jays vs rays

4 - 9

29 sep 2018

Blue BoMBers vs 
edMonton

30 - 3

MaJor league 
BaseBall

canadian FootBall 
league

Mcac soccer

WoMen’s 30 sep 2018

BoBcats vs Blaz-
ers

1 - 0

Western Hockey 
league

29 sep 2018

WHeat kings vs 
Hurricanes

8 - 4

The Brandon University 
Chinese Students and Schol-
ars Association (BUCSSA) 
is a non-political, non-reli-
gious, non-profit and offi-
cially registered organization 
with BUSU as students and 
scholars who have studied 
and worked at Brandon since 
2004.

The purpose of the asso-
ciation is to assist BU in its 
collaborative planning for 
China, to provide assistance 
and services to its members, 
and to safeguard the rights 
and interests of its members.

We assist in the promo-
tion and collaboration be-
tween Brandon University 
and schools in various regions 
of China. Enriching the cul-
tural and academic life of 
Chinese students and schol-
ars at Brandon University.

We help the BUCSSA 
members, especially the 
newcomers, in overcoming 
difficulties that may arise in 
study, work, and life.

We maintain and 
strengthen ties with the 
motherland, and promote 

exchanges with different eth-
nic groups, cultures, and lo-
cal friendship communities 
to promote Chinese culture.

BUCSSA will host the 
orientation, mid-autumn, 
Spring Festival and other 
kinds of activities every year 
to promote exchanges be-
tween new students and old 
students, and also express the 
homesick feeling between the 
oversea students in BU.

We welcome everyone 
to join in the big family of 
BUCSSA! $5 for new mem-
bers, and $3 for renewal of 
membership. Every activity 
hosted is free for our mem-
bers!

Brandon university Chinese students and sCholars assoCiation
Julia Tan, BUCSSA Representative

布兰 登 大 学 中 国 学 生
学 者 联 谊 会 （ 简 称

联谊会，英文缩写BUCS-
SA）是自2004年起在布兰

登学习和工作的中国学生
和学者组成的一个非政治
性、非宗教、非盈利性并
在BUSU 正式注册的组织。

联 谊 会 的 宗 旨 是 辅 助
B U 对 中 国 开 展 的 协 作 计
划，为会员提供协助和服
务，维护会员权益。其主
要工作内容有：

协助布兰登大学与中国
各地区学校间的宣传和协
作关系。

丰富布兰登大学中国留
学生、学者的文化生活和
学术及情感交流。

协助会员，
特 别 是 新 来 的
成 员 ， 克 服 学
习 、 工 作 和 生
活 中 可 能 遇 到
的困难。

保 持 并 加
强 与 祖 国 的 联
系。

促 进 与 不
同 民 族 ， 不 同
文 化 以 及 本 地
友 好 社 团 的 交

流，推介中
国文化。

布 兰 登
大学中国学

生学者联谊
会每年都会
开展新生
讲座，迎
新活动，
以及中秋
节、春节
等中国传

统 节
日聚会来
促进新老生之间的交流，
以及表达海外学子的思乡
情怀。欢迎大家加入布兰
登大学中国学生学者联谊
会！新会员入会$5， 老会
员续会$3，我们的活动对
会员都是免费的，并且享
有很多商家福利。
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Dear Quintilius,
Did you hear the diss tracks 

that came down from Eminem 
and MGK? Who do you think 
won? Who’s next on these epic 
rap battles of history?

Sincerely, Raps #1 Fan
 
Dear Rap Groupie,

Obviously I heard the tracks 
come down the tube. It’s not like 
Eminem can make a move now a 
days without the entire world go-
ing out of their way to notice it. 
I love the journey, tracking Em’s 
work from Revival to the sur-
prise Kamikaze album, absolute 
beauties. Th is includes all of Em’s 
original disses responding to the 
haters over the past few years. Em 
manhandled each of his critics 
and adversaries.

I will give it up for Machine 
Gun Kelly though, he did not im-
mediately take his beating laying 
down. Th e beat he raps over and 
the macho man facade he puts on 
is fun to listen to! However the 
Rap Devil was no match for the 
Rap God. First hearing MGK’s 
response to Kamikaze was amaz-
ing, like watching a small man 
stop a tank just by standing in 
front of it without any protec-
tion. It appeared Kelly had won a 
small victory against the GOAT, 
however it was not long before 
the tank came back and this 
time drove over that person and 
ground them into the dirt.

Th ese epic battles of history? 
Not quite as beautiful as the de-
struction of Carthage, however 
these battles are certainly beauti-
ful to listen to. 

Don’t get me wrong its al-
ways entertaining to watch no 
names try and claim the throne 
of the rap kingdom but while 
humans play for thrones, wealth 
or women, the Rap God has little 
interest. He just continually tries 
to out rap himself cause he knows 
he is the only one who is in the 
same league as himself.

It was not the fi rst epic rap 
battle Eminem has delivered us 
and I hope there is someone stu-
pid enough that it will not be his 
last.

All Salute Th e Eternal City,
Qunitilius of Rome

study Break5 Issue 05| Volume 109Features
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Monkeys hitting keys 
at random on a type-

writer keyboard for an in-
fi nite amount of time will 
almost surely type a given 
text, such as the complete 
works of William Shake-
speare.”

Have you ever won-
dered what it would be like 
to be in a library that con-
tained every possible book? 
To most book lovers this li-
brary would be paradise, or 
some form of heaven how-
ever, Jorge Luis Borges says 
otherwise. In his 4-page 
short story “Th e Library 
of Babel,” there is a library 
that contains every possible 
410-page book of a certain 
set of characters.

 What that means is that 
every past conversation, ev-
erything that will ever be 

said or written will be in 
this library. As well as this 
article itself, or what you are 
thinking about right now. 
Even a book about your 
complete biography, your 
complete genetic sequence, 
and so forth, but this also 
means that everything that 
someone didn’t write or say 
will be in this library. Ev-
erything you didn’t do yes-
terday, or the day before. 

Th is leads to a major 
problem, because some 
infi nities are bigger than 
others. Consider the word 
“the”, if we arrange all the 
possible ways “the” can be 
arranged, then only 1 out 
of 6 arrangements will be 
meaningful to us, so imag-
ine a 410-page book in 
the same way. Th e ratio of 
meaningful things to non-

sense will be small. 
Th is is to a degree the 

plot of the story. Librar-
ians are assigned to search 
through certain sections 
to fi nd anything meaning-
ful. Some Librarians start 
destroying books that they 
deem useless, other 
librarians disappear 
and are never seen 
again. How can one 
determine what text 
is useless? For ex-
ample, what if you 
just destroyed a book 
that is the perfect ge-
nome sequence? 

Th e crazy part 
about this story is 
that this Library of 
Babel is real. A digital 
library of babel con-
taining every possible 
page of 3200 charac-

ters exists online for free. 
https://libraryofbabel.info/ 

 Now knowing this, will 
you search for your perfect 
essay paper, or read Jorge’s 
short story and fi nd out 
why you would go insane 
searching for anything?

short story revieW: the liBrary oF BaBel
Noah Monk, Expert Reviewer

For those of you unaware, 
nestled on the second 

fl oor of the Knowles Doug-
las Building is Brandon Uni-
versity’s LGBTTQ* Collec-
tive. Th e best way to get in 
contact with them is through 
their Facebook page at www. 
Facebook.com/bulgbttq. Of-
fi ce hours are of this moment 
undecided. If you’re looking 
to join or get involved in any 
way there’s currently a meet-
ing set for October 12th from 
6:00- 9:00 p.m. with the lo-
cation undetermined at this 
point, keep an eye on their Fa-
cebook page for any updates. 
Stefon stressed that “it’ll be 
a real casual, it’s more or less 

people just need to know that 
I’m leaving so I’m hoping that 
we can get a few folks out this 
year where more of an actual 
collective could start and then 
that collective would continue 
on once I leave.” Th e involve-
ment is extremely casual, time 
commitments are up to mem-
bers, if times get busy for stu-
dents there’s no expectation 
that the collective would take 
priority over school studies or 
work. Opportunities for small 
scale as well as large scale plan-
ning are available, “It’s what-
ever you want the collective 
can be.” 

While small, their offi  ce is 
host to various resources open 

for the Brandon University 
student body. Books on sexual 
education on topics aside from 
the cisgender, heterosexual ma-
terial often taught in schools 
are available. Along with this, 
Stef, the current head of the 
collective explained that how 
though they don’t have a for-
tune set aside, they do have 
funds for “any students faculty 
or staff  who are maybe starting 
a transition… If we can help 
in a small way to get the ball 
rolling that’s cool. Th at’s one 
of the things we do that not a 
lot of folks know about.” Th ey 
also off er knowledge about 
LGBTTQ* friendly busi-
ness and people in Brandon 

and safe sex materials ranging 
from condoms both internal 
and external, as well as dental 
dams.

Th eir plans for the year are 
completely at the behest of the 
collective. New and return-
ing members will determine 
what happens throughout the 
school term. While Stefon was 
thinking of holding another 
social after the huge success of 
the last one, the collective he 
explained, is completely open 
for new ideas and plans any 
members may bring. “Other 
than that, come to the meet-
ing!” 

Carly Murkin, Social Media Coordinator
lgBttQ* ColleCtive!
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bu Pwe coordinator Joseph and Pwe volunteer britney, well prepared to welcome visitors to the booth. Pc sophia hue

Wearing their bright 
blue tees, volunteers 

from the Brandon Univer-
sity Peer Wellness Educa-
tor (PWE) Project were 
passionately mingling with 
students in front of the BU 
John E. Robbins Library on 
Sep 26th.

Themed “safer sub-
stance use”, the PWE event 
offered fun experiences. The 
biggest “WOW” winner 
was the five goggles, which 
can simulate the effects of 
alcohol and drugs on vision 
and coordination in a safe 
and controlled manner.

“Really dizzy! …and 
this definitely sends posi-
tive messages on campus,” 
commented one student 
after trying out the “totally 
wasted” goggle.

Besides the “wild” expe-
rience, relevant information 
about safer substance use 
is provided on the booth, 
covering the basics about 
cannabis, cocaine, alcohol, 
energy drinks, and so on. 

“Quite informative! I 
will give the message to my 

students and let them visit 
the booth after my class,” 
said one professor after 
glancing over all the infor-
mation in the booth.

“The safer substance 
use event aims to give in-
formation to students or 
the general campus com-
munity about the effects 
of these substances. This 
to give people a chance to 
make an informed choice 
when they do come into an 
actual situation. That’s also 
the reason why we have the 
special goggles and Jenga 
kits. Plus, it doesn’t hurt to 
have fun while learning”, 
according to Joseph Ma-
muric Jr., PWE Volunteer 
Coordinator.

PWE Volunteers are a 
dynamic team of students 
who are committed to well-
ness initiatives on campus. 
The PWE Program is su-
pervised by the Personal 
Counsellors with funding 
provided by Student Ser-
vices, and this is the fourth 
year that the PWE Pro-
gram has been in existence 

at BU.
Marsha Harris, BU 

Personal Counsellor, said: 
“PWE Volunteers are in-
strumental in planning and 
promoting thematic out-
reach programs to BU stu-
dents on a variety of well-
ness topics such as sexual 
health, emotional wellbe-
ing, physical health, stress 
management as well as 
other topics that the PWE 
volunteers are passionate 
about and feel need to be 

addressed.”
PWE volunteers partic-

ipate in multiple training 
opportunities each year in 
order to develop their skill 
and knowledge in many ar-
eas of wellness and in event 

planning, facilitation, and 
promotion, according to 
Marsha.

pWe volunteers: Conversations aBout suBstanCe use
Sophia Hou, Reporter

Brandon’s growing arts 
community is cur-

rently hosting three exhi-
bitions, with BU fine arts 
students dominating two 
of them. The Art Gallery of 
Southwestern Manitoba’s 
main gallery is displaying 
the work of current BU-
FASA (Brandon University 
Fine Arts Students Associa-
tion) students and recent 
graduates including Albyn 
Carias, Timothy Brown, 
and Melanie Barnett with 
the show curated by recent 
graduate Jessie Januska. 
The community gallery 
at the AGSM is display-
ing the favourite works of 
their famed and legendary 
Figure Drawing Studio, for 

whom I have been lucky to 
have modeled and mused, 
with paintings and sketch-
es by Neil Strouffer, Curt 
Shoultz, and Kurt Noll, 
among others, gracing the 
corridor.

Upcoming is another 
BUFASA show opening 
October 11th at the Glen P. 
Sutherland

Gallery of Art titled 
“In The (K)now” which 
explores recent themes 
worked on by BU Fine Art 
Students, curated by the 
department of Visual and 
Aboriginal Art. The show 
opens at 7:00 p.m. and runs 
from the 11th to the last day 
on the 26th. The AGSM 
and GPS are the two big-

ger galleries in Brandon, 
providing a wealth of art 
events to the general public 
and BU students. The BFA 
program sees multiple stu-
dents graduate every year 
and it’s graduates have gone 
on to residency programs in 
Banff, China, and France. 
Courses provided include 
but are not limited to, ce-
ramics, painting, drawing, 
printmaking, and perfor-
mance art. Future plans for 
the GPS currently include 
upcoming thesis shows of 
senior BFA students with 
times announced later in 
the semester.

arts and Culture: the hard Work oF Bu students
Lisa Mizan, Reporter

“Try our mocktails…”
“Here is information about safer substance 

use…”
“Come and play giant Jenga with our sub-

stance use impairment goggles…”

Production Notice
For Short Film
---
William Shakespeare’s
A Lover’s Complaint
---
2 Days Filming Feb. 2019 at 

Brandon School of Dance
Cast, Crew, Production Assis-

tants, Grip, Production Design
Volunteer, Non-union, Cast 

Honorarium, Meals
---
Further Information Contact:
brokenpromisesproductions@

outlook.com

Some of the conversations overheard at the PWE info booth.
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There aren’t many 
things as overwhelm-

ing as a research paper. Es-
pecially ones that have little 
to no parameters. There is a 
unique sense of dread that 
accompanies the announce-
ment “whichever topic you 
want as long as it relates to 
the course”. But… but just 
give me a topic. Give me a 
list of topics to choose from. 
Give me the structure of the 
paper. Give me the argu-
ments. Just… write the pa-
per for me. In this students 
unprofessional opinion, 
there are three things in a 
research paper that deter-
mine its success; the topic, 
the notes, and the outline.  
1. The Topic:

It’s tempting to pick 
a topic you think will be 
‘easy’, but it will much easi-
er to motivate yourself to do 
the work if you pick a topic 
that interests you. It sounds 
like a cliché and it probably 
sounds like something your 
already over-worked brain 
doesn’t want to hear. Re-
alistically, it is much easier 
to read 10 peer reviewed 
articles and spend 10 hours 
writing if the subject mat-
ter doesn’t make you second 
guess taking the class or go-
ing to university in the first 
place. 

What parts of the course 
keep your mind active even 
when class is over? Which 
lectures caught your atten-
tion? Keeping that in mind, 
you shouldn’t pick a topic 
for ease, if you gravitate to 
certain material for test an-
swers and in class discussion 
because it seems to come 
easy to you – you’re prob-
ably genuinely interested in 
it. 

Search related material 
on the internet but to start, 
stay away from peer re-
viewed articles. Their overly 
academic jargon may scare 

you aware from a topic be-
fore you’ve completely ex-
plored the option. Look at 
less formal resources; news 
articles and blog posts can 
be stimulating ways to get 
ideas flowing. 

Once you’ve settled on 
a general topic, start read-
ing the abstracts and back-
grounds of relevant peer 
reviewed articles. This will 
help you understand what 
research has and hasn’t been 
done. Knowing what re-
search has been done will 
determine how many qual-
ity sources are out there for 
you to draw from. Knowing 
what research hasn’t been 
done will determine if your 
topic is significant to fulfill-
ing a specific niche. There’s 
a sweet spot between these 
two that can be bridged by 
the creation of your thesis 
statement. The trick is to 
keep the statement broad 
enough that other people’s 
research can contribute to 
responding to the statement, 
but also specific enough in 
that the question is slightly 
unique. A general rule is 
that your thesis should be 
focused enough that you 
can make three solid points 
about your statement. This 
statement can be an opin-
ion, fact, or question and 
will serve as a starting point 
for all research. 

Your professor will nev-
er penalize you for asking 
for feedback on your thesis 
statement, and they may 
help you understand the 
scope, if it needs to be more 
narrow or more broad. 
Once you’ve decided on a 
thesis statement – congrat-
ulations – the hardest and 
most stressful part of this 
research paper is done. 
2. The Research Notes:

As you do research, re-
fer back to your thesis state-
ment. There will always be 

notes you take that 
are so ridiculously specif-
ic you later decide they 
aren’t important and that 
you can’t even use them. 
There will also be notes 
you take that you later 
read and have absolutely no 
idea what they mean. Make 
sure your notes are focused 
on the topic. Constantly ask 
yourself, will I understand 
this when I read it later? If 
the answer is that you’re un-
sure, air on the side of cau-
tion and take detailed notes 
– reading peer reviewed 
articles is hard enough, do 
what you can to avoid hav-
ing to read them multiple 
times. 

Pro tip: Keep the notes 
and their citations together 
ALWAYS – this saves you 
from having to reread ar-
ticles or guessing where 
evidence came from. Not 
only is Microsoft OneNote 
an awesome tool for taking 
notes, it makes referring 
back to them so much eas-
ier. Make a ‘section’ for the 
paper, and pages for each 
source. This way you can 
keep track of sources and 
information without sepa-
rating the two.
3. The Outline:

It’s hard to admit that 
a little extra work is worth 
it even when it’s not for 
grades, but writing an out-
line makes writing so much 
easier.

Start by writing out the 
most major points. These 
should be the most general, 
broad statements. Smaller 
details regarding evidence 
or research should fit into 
these broad points. Sort-
ing the smaller bites of in-
formation into these broad 
points becomes much easier 
if you are able to formulate 
the major points before you 
do the bulk of the research. 
Keep sorting information 

from your research until 
you have no more relevant 
notes left. This can be done 
by duplicating the docu-
ment your notes are in so 
that you can literally delete 
information as you use it 
(but still have it in a differ-
ent file). 

If you’ve done your re-
search and you don’t yet 
know your major points, 
sort your notes by rele-
vance. Group the pieces of 
information by how they 
relate to each other and you 
should begin to see patterns 
emerge that will inform the 
creation of your major ar-
guments.  

It will be a little gift to 
yourself if you put informa-
tion into your own words 
when you’re taking them 
from your notes to your 
outline. Ideally, if you write 
a detailed enough outline, 

all you will need to do to 
actually write the paper 
is delete spaces and bullet 
points and add connect-
ing sentences in between 
information. Sometimes 
this feels like you’re skip-
ping the real writing part. 
Which is obviously ideal 
but make sure to add the 
necessary padding so that 
the paper doesn’t read like 
you just deleted spaces be-
tween notes. If you use this 
outline method, give the 
paper an extra proof read to 
ensure it’s not choppy. 

organizing a researCh paper–only the important parts
Alexandra Mackay, Senior Reporter

“...three things in a research paper 
that determine success; the topic, the 
notes and the outline.”
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Can one see the letters that fly?
Are they not real? Are they lies?

See the words that dance in my 
eyes

The way they speak sounds and 
cry

Painting themselves nicely into 
lines

In arrangements beautifully
Flowing into itself insanely

Cascading their dances across 
time.

poetry: Words that Fly
N.M, Poet
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