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Teaching is not a job I 
would recommend for 

all people. It takes a special 
kind of person to work with 
growing children and de-
veloping minds all day. For 
those who teach Grade one’s, 
that is the special group I re-
fer to as “The Masochist’s.” 
Before I explain, lets set 
some context.

Now keep in mind the 
different age groups, from 
early years, middle years and  
senior years, each is quite 
different and may seem like 
a foreign language com-
pared to the other. Middle 
years is certainly the bridge 
between elementary and 
high school and therefore 
should be seen simply as a 
different dialect of the two 
distinct languages. High 
school and elementary are 
their own separate languag-

es; like English and Doth-
raki. One involves real con-
tent and structure, while the 
other is just mayhem all the 
time, may be made up or 
not exist at all and involves 
the possibility of at least 
three injuries occurring in a 
day, if not an hour. Now I 
realize I may be biased but 
as a senior years student in 
a Grade one classroom I 
can confirm that everything 
needs to be taught. Every-
thing. That means every sin-
gle line, every single curve, 
every single concept, every 
single letter, every single 
number, every single man-
nerism, every single concept 
of time, every single putting 
on of a fucking shoe... Huh, 
and don’t get me started on 
treats, prizes or candy, you 
get what you get and can-
not have another one. Also, 

“NO!” yelling in the school, 
swinging your lunch bag 
around, not putting on your 
outdoor shoes for recess, be-
ing late for class, and leav-
ing your jacket in the mid-
dle of the hallway, does not 
entitle to you getting the 
same treat as someone who 
did all of those things cor-
rectly. Oh that’s unfair?, I’m 
sorry that in the time I tried 
to help someone write the 
number five the right way, 
you bit one your classmates, 
crawled around the entire 
classroom 3 times, did not 
share the class sized box of 
lego pieces and broke your 
pencil in half. Do these 
thoughts seem unrelated 
or unclear to you? Does 
this article and the activi-
ties mentioned seem like I 
am talking in circles? Good 
maybe then you will have 

an accurate representation 
of what it is like in a Grade 
one classroom.

“Well all you do is play 
games and watch movies 
anyways,” “Don’t you know 
anything about classroom 
management?” “Wow you 
seem unprepared,” These 
are all statements which 
anyone who has not taught 
Grade one will be cordially 
invited to shove up their ass, 
if it will fit alongside their 
head. I mean it. Go take 
your ignorant and thought-
less opinions elsewhere, I 
have students who need 
help learning how to draw 
the letter “B” and I’m going 
to do a great job teaching 
it using positive reinforce-
ment and patience. 

More to follow in sepa-
rate article about the actual 
topic I wanted to look at.

Robert Killam, Not Actually An Elementary Teacher
TeachiNg highs aNd Lows: The gr. 1 experieNce parT oNe

Candy is cloaked in dan-
ger. Danger to your 

health, causing tooth decay 
and obesity. There is also 
the danger of being ma-
nipulated for malicious in-
tent. As you’ve heard, “don’t 
take candy from strangers” 
– except on Halloween. But 
even on Halloween candy is 
associated with the terrors 
of tampering and contami-
nation.  

Candy as small pack-
aged morsels of delicious 
mass produced sugar be-
came widely available in the 
1880s. Prior to this, things 
like fudge, taffy, and brittle 
were homemade, and store 
bought hard candies avail-
able were relatively expen-
sive. Recent trends in hold-
ing on to what is ‘natural’ 
tend to favour treats that 
can be made at home. But 
the same sugar is in candy 
as fruit, but big compa-
nies have always known 
we’re afraid of ingredients 
we can’t pronounce so they 

just changed the packaging 
to say “corn syrup” instead 
of “glucose”. This is to say 
that the pre-1880s home-
made candy would be just 
as nutritionally deficient as 
what you buy from Nestle. 
Regardless of what you call 
it and if it comes from a 
peach or a chocolate bar, 
the plaque will build. 

Nostalgic for the sup-
posed health of the past, 
another hot topic on social 
media is ‘the good old days’ 
when are kids were safe on 
Halloween – the only night 
they’re allowed to talk to 
strangers and eat their candy. 
Remember the past, when 
neighbours wouldn’t try to 
distribute illicit substances 
in lieu of treats?This is cor-
rect if by the ‘good old days’ 
you mean prior to 1959. In 
1959, Dr. William Shyne, 
a dentist in California gave 
trick or treaters 450 candy-
coated laxative pills, making 
30 of the kids receiving this 
trick treat severely ill. Sub-

sequently, candy scrutiny by 
parents became widespread. 
In the 60’s some towns al-
legedly set up stations at 
hospitals to x-ray the candy. 
To this day we hear cau-
tionary tales about strangers 
sabotaging our kid’s after 
we let them ring the door-
bell three times and beg for 
sugar. Surprisingly, most of 
these complaints turn out 
to be unfounded. Except 
one case in Texas where a 
child died due to drugs put 
in a pixie stick. But not at 
the fault of a strange neigh-
bour, the child’s dad was the 
culprit. 

What did we think was 
going to happen with a tra-
dition founded by capital-
ism? Before 1922, candy 
makers emphasized themed 
candy for Christmas and 
Easter but not Hallow-
een. At the 1922 National 
Confectioners Association, 
executive secretary V.L. 
Price circulated the idea: “If 
manufacturers would cre-

ate special Hallowe’en can-
dies and retailers in large 
numbers would feature 
special displays and sales 
on Hallowe’en, but that 
it would greatly increase 
candy sales on that day, and 
in doing it, would eventu-
ally make Hallowe’en a 
candy season.” Like good 
capitalists, candy expert Dr. 
Samira Kawash says candy 
manufacturers often pub-
lish inaccurate and sugar 
coated histories of their 
products, as most large 
companies copied or stole 
home-kitchen inventions. 
Thanks V.L. Price and Dr. 
Shyne for showing us the 
way; putting our trust a bil-
lion-dollar industry whose 
success is entirely depen-
dent on our desire to eat 
things with absolutely no 
nutritional value instead of 
trusting the people who live 
next door. 

Alexandra Mackay, Person Who Hands Out Floss For Trick-Or-Treaters
The evil’s of Candy
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One of the greatest fears 
to any professional’s 

life is getting an injury 
that doesn’t allow them to 
train for their passion. For 
many sports teams one of 
the greatest worries, that 
can occur in basically any 
sport, is a concussion. A 
concussion is a brain injury. 
Concussions can be caused 
by any blow to the head or 
neck or jerks the body. It is 
not detectable with modern 
technology although some 

believe they are getting clos-
er to finding how to tell if 
someone has a concussion. 
There can be physical signs 
in some extreme conditions 
immediately after the in-
jury is sustained, or it may 
take time and develop over 
2-3 days. The circumstanc-
es that can leave a sports 
member out of their game 
include a variety of symp-
toms including, physical, 
cognitive, emotional and 
sleep.

These injuries can po-
tentially be life threatening. 
Each time a person sustains 
one it may be a bit easier to  
attain and causes may influ-
ence a person from one to 
four weeks. There can be 
extreme cases where con-
cussions last months and 
every movement is pain-
ful for people. Take care of 
your head, practice safely 
and never try to purpose-
fully hurt a fellow player. 
Play safe this Halloween!

Robert Killam, Sports Follower
sporTs fears: ConCussions

Have you failed 
a midterm? Has it 

ever given you nightmares, 
whether that nightmare 
could have been extremely 
exaggerated or super real-
istic? Well, first of all take 
a deep breath, exhale and 
do not panic. Despite feel-
ing otherwise, it is not the 
end of the world. One bad 
grade can be fixed. One of 
the first steps is to look at 
your lecture notes and text-
book to see if you can iden-
tify what you did wrong on 
the midterm. After that, 
go talk to your professor, 
they can help you figure 
out things you didn’t quite 
understand when you took 
the midterm in the first 

place. Create a plan of ac-
tion to tackle the problems 
areas you have identified, 
collaborate with your pro-
fessor and find ways to im-
prove.

You can also make ap-
pointments with various ac-
ademic tutors or advisors at 
student services to get a bit 
of extra help. Join a study 
group, find someone who 
took the class previously 
to give you some tips, or 
explore the many other on 
campus and online resourc-
es available to help you out. 
There is someone out there 
who can help you before 
and after a midterm.

If the grade is bad 
enough that you feel you 

can’t recover, then it may 
even be time to consider 
dropping the class. De-
pending how late in the 
year you make this deci-
sion, it may be too late into 
the semester and you may 
have to take another swing 
at it next year. There’s no 
shame in accepting a tem-
porary defeat as long as you 
learn from it and put to-
gether a plan for success the 
next time.

Just remember to look at 
all your options before you 
decide anything about the 
class, midterm and overall 
G.P.A. Don’t let the anxiety 
and nightmares of it get to 
you. It only seems spooky if 
you believe it is.

nighTmares of midTerm failures
Kai Neiman, Midterm Professional
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weekly sports scoreboard

Men’s 28 Oct 2018

BOBcats vs BisOns

101 - 100

U spOrts BasketBall

Mcac sOccer

Western HOckey 
leagUe

WOMen’s 28 Oct 2018

BOBcats vs BisOns

61 - 86

WOMen’s 28 Oct 2018

BOBcats vs Blazers

0 - 2
Men’s 28 Oct 2018

BOBcats vs Blazers

0 - 1

27 Oct 2018

Jets vs Maple leafs

2 - 3

27 Oct 2018

Oilers vs predatOrs

5 - 3

27 Oct 2018

WHeaties vs rOyals

1 - 3
28 Oct 2018

WHeaties vs giants

2 - 3
natiOnal HOckey 

leagUe

Shooting from the 3 point line in the Bobcats game this past weekend. PC: Mouhameth Sow
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Dear Quintilius,
What is the scariest fear 

you’ve ever had to face?
Sincerely, Trick or Tricker

 
Dear Treaty Treator,

Th e scariest fear I have ever 
had the courage to face was can-
cer. It took some close family 
from me and I fear very deeply 
that it may yet take quite a few of 
my friends and loved ones yet as 
I get older. 

Death comes for us all and 
those that do not cling to life may 
never lose it. It was only through 
years of meditation and focus was 
I ever able to get over my own life 
and the concept of death. Th en I 
met the woman who would be-
come my wife. I tried never to 
cling to my own life as it meant 
nothing to me, but her life, that 
was something I had to cling to. 
I couldn’t resist her smile, charm 
and quirks. Every time I heard 
her laugh I knew it meant my 
soul clung ever tighter to hers. 
She truly was irresistible.

We were together for sev-
eral years before I proposed to 
her. She accepted my hand and 
I carried her into my household, 
over the threshold which now 
clearly reserved an area for us to 
be us. For our house to be our 
home, where we could share ev-
erything and be equals in every 
aspect. Her smile never ceased to 
brightened my day. If I was ever 
out on tour, few months or years 
at a time I knew I could come 
back to her. She cared for me and 
I her. I would always fi ght for 
what I believed and as much as 
my heart lays with Rome, part of 
it was hers and I am ashamed to 
say that if she asked me to quit 
serving the Legions I would’ve.

She never did though, just 
another perfect thing about my 
perfectly imperfect best friend. 
How I miss her now. After 20 
years wed together she found 
herself attaining breast cancer. 
By the time we fully realized the 
severity of the disease, she passed 
on. Cancer is a deep fear that I 
was forced to confront, my only 
wish was that I would never had 
faced it in the fi rst place.

All Salute Th e Eternal City,
Qunitilius of Rome
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Imagine coming home from 
your classes only to fi nd a 

set of eyes glaring at you, like 
how a vulture stares upon dy-
ing prey, knowing that it wants 
nothing more than to scav-
enge over a carcass. How long 
could you endure the feeling 
of having your every move 
watched intently? As if some-
one was always there, waiting 
to gain for your demise. Now 
imagine you committed a 
crime, how heinous of a crime 
would you do if you knew you 
could get away with it? How 
would you feel if you killed 
and could never be caught or 
tied to the deed? Could you 
keep your sanity? Or would 
you be forever haunted by the 
demons of your own mind, 
slowly but surely losing grip 
on reality and plunging into 

the embrace of insanity?
Almost anyone could pick 

out the familiar writing style 
of Edgar Allen Poe. Th e dis-
cordant trochaic poetic metre 
and the notorious macabre 
imagery is the signature style 
of Allen Poe. In his short-sto-
ry Th e Tell-Tale Heart, Allen 
Poe allows the reader to share 
the same thoughts and feel-
ings as the narrator of story. 
In the short-story, the narra-
tor claims to have hyperacute 
senses, which could very well 
just be the narrator suff ering 
from severe delusions. Th e 
narrator is haunted by the pale 
blue cloudy eye of an old man, 
which the narrator describes 
as “vulture-like” or “evil’. 

Th e narrator then care-
fully plans out murdering the 
old man for seven days. He 

insists he cannot be insane at 
this level of calculation. Dur-
ing those seven days, every 
night, the narrator enters the 
old man’s room an lets a single 
ray of light revealing that the 
“evil eye” is still open peering 
upon him. On the seventh 
day, after claiming to hear the 
heartbeat of the old man, he 
decides to strike, thus killing 
the old man, then lastly hid-
ing the body. Only to hear a 
knock on his door, followed 
by heartbeats from under the 
fl oorboards. 

Perhaps, instead of trying 
to fi nish reading one of Ste-
phen King’s 1000-page horror 
stories, or 2 to 3-hour movies, 
we should return to the works 
of Edgar Allan Poe. We’ve all 
heard the saying, “sometimes 
less is more”. To make Al-

lan Poe’s short-stories seem 
even more scary, I recom-
mend reading the story in a 
pitch-black room; except for 
light from your phone, late 
at night, alone, regular uni-
form television/radio static. 
Th e reason why the uniform 
static, is because of something 
called the Ganzfeld Eff ect. 
Which basically means that 
prolonged exposure to uni-
form stimuli, causes the brain 
to hallucinate, and given that 
you would be reading Al-
len Poe’s short-stories, due to 
priming, you might start hal-
lucinating the sounds from 
the story. Th e Ganzfeld Ef-
fect usually starts to kick in 
around 30 minutes. 

reView: The TeLL TaLe hearT
Noah Monk, Allen Poe Fanatic
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If I could dress up as the 
scariest thing I can think 

of for Halloween it would 
be my student loan. I 
thought about what I could 
wear to represent the terror 
of a student loan. But then 
I decided to think more 
realistically, I’ll just dress 
up as an over stressed and 
under paid millennial and 
ask for spare change. Oh 
wait… 

According to the Ca-
nadian University Survey 
Consortium, the average 
Canadian student will leave 
their post-secondary edu-
cation with approximately 
$27,000 of debt. 

The Canada Student 
Loan program claims that 
most graduates take about 
10 years to pay their loans. 

When recent American 
graduate Chad Haag real-
ized he had to somehow 

make payments of $300 a 
month on his $20,000 loan 
with a job that doesn’t pay 
a living wage, he moved to 
Uchakkada, a small village 
in India. His student loan 
wisdom is, “if a tree falls in 
the woods and no one hears 
it, does it really exist?”. 

Brian Karimzad, co-
founder of a financial 
analysis service, Magni-
fyMoney, says their stud-
ies indicate that the most 
meaningful difference be-
tween students graduating 
with student loans or with-
out is that students with 
debt end up with half the 
amount of retirement sav-
ings than those without 
debt. Although being in 
debt doesn’t seem to affect 
the ability to buy a home, it 
does affect the value of the 
purchase. Those with loans 
purchase homes valued at 

5% less than those without 
debt. Karimzad also reports 
that the majority of people 
who have loans rely on 
credit-card debt to finance 
their month to month liv-
ing expenses. Maybe we’re 
just falling back on famil-
iarity, I know it makes me 
suspicious when my bank 
account balance is not in 
the negatives. 

Student loans also mess 
with your ability to be an 
entrepreneur. According to 
finance professor Karthik 
Krishnan, people with stu-
dent loans over $30,000 
are 11% less likely to start 
a business than a gradu-
ate who is debt free. He 
also found that businesses 
started by people with debt 
don’t grow as fast as busi-
nesses started by people 
without. He postulates a 
gradual deterioration in 

economic mobility and 
start-up companies. 

A paper published by 
the Roosevelt Institute 
concludes that the amount 
of debt a student is in does 
not have significant rela-
tionship with their income. 
In other words, the amount 
you pay for your degree 
does not have a bearing on 
its financial return. With 
the cost of Canadian uni-
versities being significantly 
smaller than the United 
States, student loans are 
slightly less daunting, but 
the horror is the same: be-
fore you’re old enough to 
rent a car, you must make 
financial decisions that will 
affect the rest of your life. 

But maybe, if you wait 
long enough the govern-
ment might just… forget 
about it. The federal gov-
ernment has recently an-

nounced plans to write 
over nearly $344-million 
worth of student loans 
that is not expected to be 
recouped from loan recipi-
ents. Loans may be deemed 
uncollectible when people 
file for bankruptcy, can-
not be physically located, 
or the loan passes the legal 
limit on collection. Within 
the last two years, the fed-
eral government has writ-
ten off about $3-billion in 
student loans. Any of the 
tips regarding paying off 
loans faster sound like liv-
ing with a continuation 
of university life – minus 
the fun stuff. Work a side 
job, put any extra money 
toward repayment, get a 
roommate. Might as well 
stay in school, the institu-
tions will own us anyway. 

The sCariesT Thing of all: sTudenT loans and deBT
Alexandra Mackay, Senior Financial Reporter

I have been called many 
things in my life, some 

rude, some racist, some 
homo phobic, but there are 
several things that stand out 
since teaching Grade one. 
First was obviously an “Elf,” 
second was “Mrs. Tillman,” 
third would have to be 
“Richard,” (which I can 
only assume meant some-
one was calling me a Dick). 
Grade one is exhausting 
and frustrating but it is also 
a tonne of fun, the students 
are adorable and make me 
art and I have only had to 
stop one fight with scissors. 
All in all pretty good. I just 
have a little bit more to ex-
press then I will share some 
knowledge about the teach-
ing profession and some of 
the real scary stuff that goes 
down in teaching. As much 
as I want to let people know 
about what may happen 
with teaching Grade one’s I 
wold also like to give some 

guidance for those thinking 
of trying and entering the 
profession. This will wait 
till part three. Alright back 
to story time.

Sweet heavens, I cannot 
even try to be funny or sar-
castic with these students. 
My grade 10’s? Oh heck ya 
we were having all sorts of 
conversations and learning 
about all sorts of material, 
all the while making jokes 
and using sarcasm and hu-
mour. Sarcasm? Humour? 
Grade one? Every joke, ev-
ery pun, every bit of sar-
casm goes right over their 
heads.

I made a plant joke 
about soil, because we were 
literally learning about how 
plants, grow, in, soil. If any-
thing it was an excretion of 
waste joke, which is kinda 
like poop and most of the 
students think fart jokes are 
funny so I tried to go that 
angle with it. It blew up 

in my face and now I keep 
most of my comments to 
myself. Oh, here is an ex-
ample of sarcasm I tried, 
which as you can already 
guess, did not go well for 
me.  

Scenario: Little Grade 1 
in hallway getting ready for 
recess. Already 5 minutes 
late because they needed to 
make sure their paper cat 
finished drinking out of the 
bowl they drew in their sci-
ence notebook... (It was not 
science class.)

G1 Student: “Can 
you help me put my shoes 
away?”

Mr. Killam: “You can 
do it, you are a big kid.”

G1: “Oh, okay.” *Puts 
shoes in wrong spot.

Mr. K: “Is that where 
your shoes go?”

G1: “No, but it’s ok you 
said you would do it.”

Mr. K: *Confused AF. 
“No I didn’t.”

G1: “Yes you did, like 5 
seconds ago.” *Clearly sug-
gesting I am the one who 
has no focus.

Mr. K: “Oh you’re abso-
lutely right that’s my bad, I 
clearly said that.” *Having 
no intention to move her 
shoes literally 8 inches.

G1: “Ok thanks.”
Mr. K: “I was being sar-

castic little one, you have to 
move your shoes. No going 
outside till you do.” *Clear-
ly showing my evil side.

G1: *Gasps. “You lied 
to me? Lying is not nice Mr. 
Killam.”

Mr. K: *Clearly ker-
fluffled at this statement. 
Had not expected or 
planned for this. Must ad-
mit defeat. “You’re right, I 
apologize.” *Silence for 5 
seconds. “You still have to 
move your shoes.”

G1: *Just had the 
world’s greatest atrocity be-
fell upon them. “That’s not 

fair! I want to go outside.”
Mr. K: *Exasperated 

and defeated. Clinging to 
the raft of sanity. “I’m not 
taking your recess away 
from you, I just want you 
to put your shoes in the 
right place.”

G1: *Sits on floor pout-
ing.

Mr. K: “You know all 
your friends are out there.” 
*Met with silence. “You 
know you still have like 
8 minutes of recess left.” 
*More silence. “You know 
your kitty cat would love to 
go outside right.”

G1: “Huh ya!” *Puts 
shoes in correct spot, 
changes shoes, grabs paper 
cat and runs outside.

Mr. K: *Left question-
ing life decisions and what 
brought me here. 

The real teacher prob-
lems and potential frets 
continue on next page.

TeachiNg highs aNd Lows: The gr. 1 experieNce parT Two
Robert Killam, Is About 20% Less Confident In The Survival Of The Human Species.
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Teaching is not an easy 
job and should not 

be approached lightly or 
with the faint of heart. To 
be honest one of the worst 
things I hear about educa-
tion is when people choose 
it, it is based off the sum-
mer break, wages and union 
protection. Although not 
bad reasons for joining the 
education program I still 
feel as though some people 
join for the wrong reasons 
and don’t even try to put 
effort in to their lessons 
or students. Instead they 
think that it’s a safe fallback 
career and it’s a secure spot 
in society to get what they 
want. I do not blame these 
people, nor their reasonings 
for these things because I 
understand everyone comes 
from different backgrounds 
and everyone has their own 
shit they’re dealing with. All 
I’m saying is please teach 
with passion, take an inter-
est in your students life and 

make each of them a prior-
ity. Including that kid who 
is always a dick, because 
chances are out of all the 
students you care for, it’s 
often the loud and disrup-
tive ones who need caring 
and guidance the most.

Now the scary stuff. 
Teaching is not an 8 
hour job where you work 
8:30a.m.-4:30p.m. every-
day and that’s it. That is 
likely just the time you are 
with the students. Now 
think about creating assign-
ments, lessons and evalua-
tions. Think about the ea-
ger student who has tonnes 
of questions and wants to 
talk. Think about any club, 
sport or committee you will 
have to help with. Think 
about the class prep and 
then marking. My point is 
there is alot of stuff that you 
may not take into account 
that teachers are responsi-
ble for and expected to do. 
So for those of you who like 

private or calm time you 
won’t get that for your first 
few years or whenever you 
teach a new subject.

Teaching to the cur-
riculum. How familiar are 
you with the document 
that the entire Manitoba 
educational system is built 
on? These documents have 
lots of information in them 
which need to be taught. 
You are expected to teach 
around 110 hours worth 
of info to students. How 
many school days do you 
have in a year? How many 
classes do you get where 
everyone will be there? The 
rough, basic number is gen-
erally thought to be about 
80 classes. So how many 
times does 110 fit in 80? 
How are you going to make 
sure your students know all 
the information to be good 
people in this world.

A student didn’t listen 
to you? They refuse to do 
work, what does that show? 

Are you a bad teacher? Are 
you engaging enough, sup-
portive enough or reaching 
out enough to that individ-
ual while still paying atten-
tion and helping the other 
20 students?

Did a student get hurt in 
your class? Did they come 
in late for recess or not at 
all? Did a student leave 
your room in the middle 
of class? Students are fully 
under your responsibility 
and you are liable for many 
things which could happen 
to them. Did they get hurt, 
were they fighting, were 
they bullying? Who is the 
person people will blame 
for anything wrong that 
happens to their kid? You.

Reflection in the com-
munity. Do you give the 
students too much home-
work, not enough home-
work? Each parent hears 
about the highlights or 
lowlights of your day. Do 
they see you as an unpas-

sionate idiot or someone 
who gave their little angel a 
bad grade. 

What happens if you 
mark something wrong? 
Will the student fail that 
test? How heavily will it re-
flect on their final grade? Is 
this the difference between 
them going to an important 
university or getting a large 
scholarship. Are your tests 
accurate, did you teach to it 
well enough? Are you pos-
sibly ruining their future?

Your actions and inac-
tions, words and energy 
each reflect who that stu-
dent will become. You have 
some of the greatest influ-
ence in the world but if you 
mistreat it, you will ruin 
your students as people and 
send them down a difficult 
road. As teacher’s its all a 
balancing act. The slightest 
slip can result in destruc-
tion. No pressure though, 
just the future your dealing 
with.

TeaChing highs and lows: The sCary sTuff parT Three
Robert Killam, Rainer Of Parades

The not for profit or-
ganization, Manitoba 

Angel Dresses organiza-
tion, is hosting a booth at 
the Shoppers Mall here in 
Brandon on November 
27th from 9:30 am until 
9 pm. Jennifer Neiman, 
group leader for Dauphin 
and area for Manitoba An-
gel Dresses will be available 
to answer any questions. 
This institution creates be-
reavement outfits for angel 
babies. Manitoba Angel 
Dresses is volunteer driven, 
and all volunteers believe 
in the vision and mission 
statement; “Our vision and 
mission is to ease the stress 
on a grieving family by pro-
viding the family a beauti-
ful item lovingly created to 
clothe their precious Angel 
in.” All Angel items that the 
volunteers of this organiza-

tion created are gifted to 
grieving families while any 
charges incurred are covered 
by Manitoba Angel Dresses 
and its members. Many of 
the Angel items and dresses 
are created from donated 
wedding gowns and brides-
maid dresses.

The booth at the Shop-
pers Mall aims to educate 
others on what the organi-
zation stands for, why these 
dresses are being made and 
to find more volunteers. 
Volunteers can be those 
who can sew, crochet, knit, 
and have many other tal-
ents that are used by the 
organization. At this time, 
they are not seeking dresses 
as donations, but are look-
ing for ribbons, threads, 
and various other items to 
embellish the angel dresses 
with. Anyone who wishes 

to volunteer should go 
to the booth or to con-
tact the Manitoba Angel 
Dresses organization. 
Email them at info.man-
itobaangeldress.com, and 
a response should be re-
ceived within 24 hours.

More information 
can be found at the 
Manitoba Angel Dresses 
Facebook page or at their 
website; manitobaangel-
dresses.com. Manitoba 
Angel dresses has an in-
spiring vision to help 
those who are grieving, 
and these volunteers gain 
wonderful experience 
and knowledge from 
working with those who 
wish to lessen the burden 
of grieving families.

The lighT in The dark: angel dresses
Kai Neiman, Angel Expert

I have been called many 
things in my life, some 

rude, some racist, some 
homo phobic, but there are 
several things that stand out 
since teaching Grade one. 
First was obviously an “Elf,” 
second was “Mrs. Tillman,” 
third would have to be 
“Richard,” (which I can 
only assume meant some-
one was calling me a Dick). 
Grade one is exhausting 
and frustrating but it is also 
a tonne of fun, the students 
are adorable and make me 
art and I have only had to 
stop one fight with scissors. 
All in all pretty good. I just 
have a little bit more to ex-
press then I will share some 
knowledge about the teach-
ing profession and some of 
the real scary stuff that goes 
down in teaching. As much 
as I want to let people know 
about what may happen 
with teaching Grade one’s I 
wold also like to give some 

guidance for those thinking 
of trying and entering the 
profession. This will wait 
till part three. Alright back 
to story time.

Sweet heavens, I cannot 
even try to be funny or sar-
castic with these students. 
My grade 10’s? Oh heck ya 
we were having all sorts of 
conversations and learning 
about all sorts of material, 
all the while making jokes 
and using sarcasm and hu-
mour. Sarcasm? Humour? 
Grade one? Every joke, ev-
ery pun, every bit of sar-
casm goes right over their 
heads.

I made a plant joke 
about soil, because we were 
literally learning about how 
plants, grow, in, soil. If any-
thing it was an excretion of 
waste joke, which is kinda 
like poop and most of the 
students think fart jokes are 
funny so I tried to go that 
angle with it. It blew up 

in my face and now I keep 
most of my comments to 
myself. Oh, here is an ex-
ample of sarcasm I tried, 
which as you can already 
guess, did not go well for 
me.  

Scenario: Little Grade 1 
in hallway getting ready for 
recess. Already 5 minutes 
late because they needed to 
make sure their paper cat 
finished drinking out of the 
bowl they drew in their sci-
ence notebook... (It was not 
science class.)

G1 Student: “Can 
you help me put my shoes 
away?”

Mr. Killam: “You can 
do it, you are a big kid.”

G1: “Oh, okay.” *Puts 
shoes in wrong spot.

Mr. K: “Is that where 
your shoes go?”

G1: “No, but it’s ok you 
said you would do it.”

Mr. K: *Confused AF. 
“No I didn’t.”

G1: “Yes you did, like 5 
seconds ago.” *Clearly sug-
gesting I am the one who 
has no focus.

Mr. K: “Oh you’re abso-
lutely right that’s my bad, I 
clearly said that.” *Having 
no intention to move her 
shoes literally 8 inches.

G1: “Ok thanks.”
Mr. K: “I was being sar-

castic little one, you have to 
move your shoes. No going 
outside till you do.” *Clear-
ly showing my evil side.

G1: *Gasps. “You lied 
to me? Lying is not nice Mr. 
Killam.”

Mr. K: *Clearly ker-
fluffled at this statement. 
Had not expected or 
planned for this. Must ad-
mit defeat. “You’re right, I 
apologize.” *Silence for 5 
seconds. “You still have to 
move your shoes.”

G1: *Just had the 
world’s greatest atrocity be-
fell upon them. “That’s not 

fair! I want to go outside.”
Mr. K: *Exasperated 

and defeated. Clinging to 
the raft of sanity. “I’m not 
taking your recess away 
from you, I just want you 
to put your shoes in the 
right place.”

G1: *Sits on floor pout-
ing.

Mr. K: “You know all 
your friends are out there.” 
*Met with silence. “You 
know you still have like 
8 minutes of recess left.” 
*More silence. “You know 
your kitty cat would love to 
go outside right.”

G1: “Huh ya!” *Puts 
shoes in correct spot, 
changes shoes, grabs paper 
cat and runs outside.

Mr. K: *Left question-
ing life decisions and what 
brought me here. 

The real teacher prob-
lems and potential frets 
continue on next page.

TeachiNg highs aNd Lows: The gr. 1 experieNce parT Two
Robert Killam, Is About 20% Less Confident In The Survival Of The Human Species.

Just some absolutely adorable dresses and toques. PC: Kai Neiman



Quill Classifieds

aNd NoTices

 
Desks For Sale

Are you looking for a gently used 
desk? The Quill has some for 

sale! Stop by our office or email 
for more info!

2nd Floor KDC
eic@thequill.ca
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Got something you want to 

sell? Looking for something to 
buy?

Students get FREE classified ads 
with The Quill!

Email us at eic@thequill.ca

 
We want you!

If you like to write, take pic-
tures, or draw things, 

you should work for The Quill!
We can offer a cool office to 
nap in and tuition rebates.

 Email us at eic@thequill.ca!


