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On Friday Finance and 
Registration services 

sent out emails to Univer-
sity members regarding 
the proposed hike in Inter-
national Tuition Fees that 
was recently approved by 
the Board of Governors. 
The two tables outlined the 
differences that can be ex-
pected over the next four 
to five years for returning 
International students and 
new International students. 
The former will be grandfa-
thered into the system with 
both categories reaching 
an equilibrium by the year 
2023. The calculation of 
that year reaches upwards 
of $20,000, not including 
housing, medical, and other 
expenses; higher than both 
the University of Winnipeg 

and University of Mani-
toba’s current rates. That 
is over a doubled increase 
from current rates. 

Now, let’s discuss both 
sides, and I really mean sides 
as there distinct ones in this 
case, of the situation. You 
have international recruit-
ers arguing that Brandon 
University’s relatively low 
tuition rates are unappeal-
ing in the foreign market 
due to prospective students 
and their families question-
ing why a university would 
charge such low rates com-
pared to other universities 
in Canada. “Did they have 
questionable services?,” 
“Are they compensating for 
something?;” well at least, 
that is what they said. Then 
you have the financiers of 

the university, pressured by 
the dropping support from 
the new conservative gov-
ernment, finding solace in 
knowing that international 
tuition fees rates are unreg-
ulated and up for exploita-
tion. When support from 
the outside is declining, 
ways of filling in the gap is 
now being searched within 
the system. 

But what about the ones 
most affected by the hikes, 
the students? Students sur-
veyed have largely contrib-
uted to a consensus that 
their reasons to come to BU 
was its affordability. The 
location nor the services of 
the university, other than 
the music school, were ma-
jor attractions for them to 
come to Manitoba’s second 

largest city. The low rates of 
tuition combined with a low 
cost of living has attracted 
students from around the 
world for years, and this 
hike is likely not to play in 
the university’s favour. So 
how come the change? The 
institution definitely has a 
strategy up its sleeve regard-
ing how it’s going to attract 
students to Brandon with 
rates equal to ones in British 
Columbia and Nova Scotia, 
Canada’s steeper provinces 
regarding tuition; however, 
they’re not being transpar-
ent with us regarding what 
exactly that is. For now, we 
will have to rely on medio-
cre town halls and vague 
emails to decipher the real 
plan for 2023. 

BraNdoN UNiversity PlaNs to raise iNterNatioNal tUitioN Fees
Lisa Mizan, Senior Columnist

Lights, cameras, go girls! 
The mood was light and 

the lighting was thick with 
the mystique of midnight 
on Friday January 11th as 
BUFASA, BUMS, and the 
BU LGBBTQ+ Collective 
hosted the second annual 
Wheat Queen Ball at the 
Glen P. Sutherland Gallery 
of Art. A bevy of boda-
cious drag queens, led and 
M.C.’d by Winnipeg’s own 
deliciously diva Prairie Sky, 
dominated the stage as the 
four showcased categories 
of fashion were unleashed 
upon a raucously receptive 
crowd. These included: face 
(how aesthetically pleasing 
is the contestant’s makeup, 
on a scale of grotesque to 
glamorous), first time in 
drag at a ball (who’s that 
new hottie with the killer 
body?), executive realism 
(who owns the stage- and 
the building it’s in?), and 
Vogue (which contestant 
made the stage their bitch). 
While some ringers drove 
in from Winnipeg, many of 

the impromptu and some-
times somewhat nonplussed 
ball contestants hailed from 
the Brandon area as well. 
All proceeds from this event 
went to support the future 
artistic endeavours of BU-
FASA.

Speaking of artistic en-
deavours, there is currently 
an exhibition being held in 
the the Glen P. Sutherland 
Gallery of art called “For 
Everyone”. The show runs 
from January 10th-24th. The 
exhibition’s motif is inclu-
sivity and equity for the 
LGBTTQ+ community in 
the rest of society. The ex-
hibition’s many marvellous 
artwork contributions were 
created and curated by BU 
students and members of 
the Brandon community 
at large. Gallery hours are 
2:00-6:00p.m. on Wednes-
day, Friday, and Saturday, 
& 2:00-8:00p.m. on Thurs-
days.

a wheat QUeeN Ball For everyoNe
Nathan MacKrith, Reporter

PC: Nathan MacKrith
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In the world of sports the 
Bobcats have been busy 

on all fronts this past week-
end. The Bobcats teams of 
the volleyball, basketball 
and soccer each had their 
own battles across western 
Canada. The men’s vol-
leyball team was the only 
team with no game this 
past weekend but they will 
be back on the court in the 
coming week. 

Starting out in Regina 
with the results of the wom-
en’s volleyball games, the 
outcomes were not good for 
the Bobcats. The women 
lost both games against the 
Cougar’s, taking two losses, 
L 0-3 and L 1-3. Both Friday 
and Saturday were tough 
games for the Bobcats. The 
worst game they lost was 
25-15 and their victory was 
22-25.

In futsal both men and 

women were able to walk 
away with at least one win. 
The women’s team was 
able to beat Red River 5-1 
and lost to CMU in a close 
game 2-3. The men’s team 
won both their games 10-6 
against Red River and 7-5 
against CMU.

In basketball both the 
men and women went out 
to BC to play games against 
the UBC Thunderbirds. 
Sadly each 
game was lost 
by the Bob-
cats as they 
could not keep 
up with the 
T-birds. The 
women lost 
their matches 
50-77 and 
56-85. The 
men lost their 
matches 81-98 
and 74-94.

Next week the sports 
teams will have games 
throughout the weekend. 
The futsal and volleyball 
teams will have games here 
and in Winnipeg and the 
basketball teams will be out 
in Edmonton. Best of luck 
in your next games Bob-
cats!

Robert Killam III, Editor-in-Chief
BoBcats sPorts last week

Since the 
beginning of time The 

Quill has looked for its 
own sports reporter. We 
have searched high and low 
for someone who is inter-
ested in both sports and 
the art of writing. However 
every time I seem to find 
one person who considers 
themselves interested in 
one subject or the other it 
seems to be mutually exclu-
sive, as if to say people can’t 
be interested in both sub-
jects simultaneously. It’s as 
if as soon as I bring up one 
subject some people seem 
to get super excited and in-
terested in talking with me. 
“Oh you like sports, you 
must have an opinion on 
how the local hockey teams 
are doing this year.” “Oh 
you’re a writer, you must 
be great with grammar and 
proper punctuation.” (Both 
statements are not true 
about myself, just for the 

record.) 
But as soon as I try to 

bring up the idea of both 
subjects and the possibility 
of being a sports reporter 
it seems as if people skulk 
away. Like as if to say “Pfft 
I would not be caught 
dead with that group of 
individuals who like that 
subject.” People will often 
say they either dislike or 
don’t understand sports or 
claim they are not strong 
writers. I cannot possibly 
comprehend either of those 
points of view. Why can’t I 
understand them? First of 
all, sports are entertaining. 
They have a goal, a purpose 
and are based on real life/
real time events. Second, 
writing is amazing. You can 
express yourself, share your 
ideas and opinions and it is 
a crucial piece of life.

There are entire compa-
nies dedicated to reporting 
on sports news. Thousands 

of people who both like 
journalism and sports and 
realize they are not mutual-
ly exclusive. And yet here I 
am begging someone, any-
one who considers them-
selves a writer and a fan of 
sports to report on stories 
that surround the sports 
community. 

Why you should join 
The Quill team? Well there 
are several reasons and I will 
lay them out for you. The 
Quill is focused on report-
ing news all across campus 
and in the Brandon com-
munity. If you ever wanted 
a chance to be involved in 
a community The Quill is 
a great option and connec-
tion to finding out what is 
going on locally. The Quill 
also offers payment through 
tuition rebates. Your wages 
would be based on the to-
tal word count you write. 
For example writing 2000 
words (roughly 5-6 articles) 

might be as much as 2% 
of the total content The 
Quill posts, then that 2% 
is worth a portion of the 
tuition rebate which might 
total $100. It’s not a lot but 
the experiences that are of-
fered are worth far more 
than the wages themselves. 
Experiences such as meet-
ing celebrities who come to 
Brandon, going to certain 
events and outings and get-
ting to interview some truly 
incredible people.

The Quill can offer you a 
place to study in our office, 
a place to meet people and 
a resume booster. The skills 
you would learn include 
some time management 
and communication skills. 
Even then if you’re wor-
ried about either of those 
I would gladly sit down to 
help out and mentor you 
through this process. 

I started out my career 
at The Quill by taking on 

the sports reporter posi-
tion. I covered games and 
events hosted by the Bob-
cats and even interviewed 
former NHL players like 
Theon Fleury. I also went 
to all sorts of HLC classes 
and clubs like yoga and 
floor hockey. It got me out 
of my comfort zone and 
put me in the thick of be-
ing social and expanding 
my writing skills. My first 
boss taught me a lot about 
writing and helped me re-
ally come into my own as a 
reporter. To date I’ve made 
well over $2000 since work-
ing here and making this a 
vital piece of my life. To 
think it all started with re-
porting on sports. It really 
is a great opportunity and 
I would feel awful if no one 
ever held out the hand and 
invited others to join, the 
way I was asked to join. 

lookiNg For a sPorts rePorter
Robert Killam, In Desperate Need Of A Sports Writer

weekly sports scoreboard

Women’s 18 Jan 2019

BoBcats vs Bisons

0 - 3

U sports volleyBall

mcac soccer

Western Hockey 
leagUe

Women’s 19 Jan 2019

BoBcats vs Bisons

1 - 3

Women’s 19 Jan 2019

BoBcats vs reBels

5 - 1
Women’s 19 Jan 2019

BoBcats vs Blazers

2 - 3

men’s 18 Jan 2019

BoBcats vs t-Birds

81 - 98

men’s 19 Jan 2019

BoBcats vs t-Birds

74 - 94

18 Jan 2019

Bdn vs ktn
5 - 4

19 Jan 2019

Bdn vs ktn
7 - 5

U sports BasketBall

men’s 19 Jan 2019

BoBcats vs reBels

10 - 6
men’s 19 Jan 2019

BoBcats vs Blazers

7 - 5

Women’s 18 Jan 2019

BoBcats vs t-Birds

50 - 77
Women’s 19 Jan 2019

BoBcats vs t-Birds

56 - 85

PC: Nathan MacKrith
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Follow some similar rules for your 
university experience in order to 
achive the best possible results for 
your academic career!

Welcome back, read-
ers! Whether you’re 

eager to be back to class or 
you’re dragging your ass to 
that dreaded statistics class, 
we have a few guidelines to 
making this winter semes-
ter a successful one. Mostly 
this article is going to tell 
you what NOT to do (you 
do you, but don’t say I didn’t 
warn you when you get a 
D in that BS elective class 
you enrolled in because it 
looked fun). Ready? Here 
we go!

Rule #1: Know where 
your classes are. Walking 
into the wrong classroom 
(especially if you run a 
little behind schedule like 
me) is awkward. I’m in my 
4th year of university and 
there’s some places I’ve nev-
er had a class in (and I’ve 
had a 4th year ask me where 
classrooms marked LI on 
the course calendar are). 
Showing up a few minutes 

earlier can keep you from 
falling off your game!

Rule #2: Don’t be 
known as that person who 
is always late. I generally 
have a bit of grace for those 
who are a couple min-
utes late (redneck traffic 
on 18th is unpredictable, 
right?) but don’t be that as-
shole who saunters in 20 
minutes late. 

Rule #3: Don’t be rude 
and distract other students. 
I know sitting through 
some courses (theory’s not 
for everyone) is about as 
fun as watching paint dry. 
I get it. That, however, does 
NOT give you the right 
to be obnoxious with your 
buddies and take away 
from other people’s learn-
ing experience. If you feel 
like you have better things 
to do than be in that class, 
peace out. This includes 
phones, too. My favourite 
prof has no problem calling 

out students scrolling on 
their phones during class 
and I absolutely love him 
for it.

Rule #4: Don’t show 
up to class inebriated. This 
one might be a common-
sense rule but if you have 
an evening class and want 
to go out for dinner and 
a few drinks before your 
7:00-10:00p.m. class, you 
might have a few too many. 
Same goes for packing a 
bowl (it’s your life but have 
fun sitting for an hour or 
two avoiding eye contact 
with your prof ).

Rule #5: Get organized. 
I’m not this person and I 
kick myself for it every se-
mester.

Rule #6: Don’t slack 
on your coursework. Even 
though it’s early in the se-
mester, you’re probably 
gonna get slammed later in 
the term. You have the op-
portunity to advance your 

education and better your-
self. If you’re half-assing it, 
why are you here?

Rule #7: Don’t forget 
to do some self-care for 
the overachiever. I’m go-
ing to be a hypocrite here. 
For those who are on full 
hustle-mode (hitting the 
books, working for that 
coin, extracurriculars, fam-
ily, volunteering, and what-
ever else you do) make sure 
you take a break. It seems 
counter-intuitive when 
you’re getting slammed 
with deadlines and you’re 
roped into so many com-
mitments, but without 
taking some time for you, 
you’re as useless as a fish out 

of water. Watch an episode 
of Netflix, get outside on a 
nice day, go workout, call 
a good friend, take a nice 
nap... Do what you need to 
do to recharge. 

Here’s a few guidelines 
to surviving (and for some 
of you, thriving) this se-
mester. Best of luck!

do this, Not that: sUrviviNg roUNd two oF the school year
Raelee Fehr, Ready To Survive Year 4

What was once consid-
ered science fiction, 

is becoming embedded 
within our reality much 
like many other ideas of 
the 20th century that came 
to life before our species 
eyes. Simple questions with 
complex answers are sur-
facing at ridiculously quick 
rates as each new answer 
gives us multiple new ques-
tions. Genetic engineering 
is no longer science fiction 
as one would like to believe. 
Things like CRISPR (clus-
tered regularly interspaced 
short palindromic repeats), 
and other bioengineering 
methods will soon allow us 
to genetically alter genomes 
in the human body. 

Endless possibilities 
and millions of doors to 
new things are now open 
to things like permanent-
ly getting rid of diseases, 

new medicinal methods to 
treat injuries, and so forth. 
However, this might also 
open the door to modify-
ing human genetics such as 
creating intellectuals on par 
with Leonardo Da Vinci or 
physical characteristics like 
Olympic athletes. Why not 
make these changes to the 
human genome all at once? 
While this may look like a 
benefit to society, we must 
ask ourselves, should we? 

If we can genetically cre-
ate any type of human we 
want for a particular envi-
ronment or particular pur-
pose, how do we know we 
will not create the dystopi-
an world from Aldous Hux-
ley’s “Brave New World”? 
Where people from birth 
have a predetermined fate 
never to be able to do other 
tasks. A society with certain 
classes in which people can-

not change their status. 
One might argue that 

the solution is to just give 
everyone the highest quali-
ties, the problem with this is 
that naturally some people 
will still appear better then 
others. Or in other words, 
using one of Alan Watts’ 
arguments on why having 
a large amount of virtuous 
people might not be a good 
thing. If you have a virtu-
ous person, it can be easy to 
see that. If you put a bunch 
of virtuous people togeth-
er, some suddenly become 
better than the others, de-
spite them all being virtu-
ous. Conclusively if you 
give everyone high quality 
and “good” genes naturally, 
a sort of hierarchy forms, 
because some suddenly ap-
pear better. 

Thus, similar to the 
Alpha, Beta, and Epsilon 

classes in a “Brave New 
World”, even if you tried to 
give everyone equal quali-
ties, these classes would 
appear on their own. The 
only real way to eliminate 
this from happening is for 
everyone to have the exact 
same genetic structure, or 
in other words, you would 
have to clone someone. Ev-
eryone would be the exact 
same person and obviously 
we all know this would 
not work well at all. If ev-
eryone is not a clone, then 
there must be an imbalance 
somewhere for things to 
be different. But if there is 
an imbalance this implies 
something is better then 
something else, which leads 
to the classes once again. It 
is paradoxical trying to es-
cape from this.

Another problem is how 
do we prevent determin-

ism, or anti-free will? If we 
can change every gene in a 
child before they are born, 
this is practically determin-
ing everything about them, 
and their entire future; even 
though Nietzsche has taken 
quite a stab at free will, re-
futing the idea of free will 
without any genetics. 

This genetic editing is 
not such an easy question as 
it appears to be. This is just 
one example of a serious is-
sue Huxley tries to portray 
in Brave New World, it is 
sort of a warning flag. Or 
as Peter Parker’s Uncle said, 
“with great power, comes 
great responsibility.”

aN ethical attack oN geNetic eNgiNeeriNg
Noah Monk, Unofficial Philosopher



Dear Quintilius,
What is the fastest way to 

lose weight?
Sincerely, Freshmen 15

 
Dear Fresher,

Be very careful what you ask 
for because the fastest ways to lose 
weight are not always the healthi-
est ways to lose weight. Some 
ways you may lose weight one 
month, then gain it right back in 
the next. Some techniques you 
can work hard at but turn out 
little to no results.

Th e best method to lose 
weight is quite frankly watching 
what you eat. I don’t simply mean 
watching it as it slides down your 
gullet, I mean keeping in mind 
the types of food and the quati-
ties you are consuming. Some-
times we get carried away with 
our eating habits. Sometimes we 
focus on the taste of the food in-
stead of looking for its nutritious 
value.

In order for to properly 
watch your caloric intake try to 
keep track of all the food you 
consume in a food journal or on 
a counting calories app. Th ese 
are some highly eff ective meth-
ods for those who are motivated 
and are meticulous loggers of 
information. Th e key is being 
consistent with it and remember-
ing to do it everytime you eat or 
drink. Th is can be really diffi  cult 
for some people on the road or 
people who are always on the go. 
You could try to remember and 
log all your calroies at the end of 
the day, but in reality after you 
go home or start to relax you may 
completely forget about it. If you 
can fi nd a time to be consistent 
with this method I’d recommend 
you do it. However eating less 
and more nutritous will help you 
lose weight but feeling better will 
require some exercise.

Th e best exercise is to fi nd 
something physical that you love 
doing. Th is will atleast keep you 
in shape and keep your body 
strong. Floor hockey, volleyball, 
tennis, whatever keeps you enter-
tained because when you’re doing 
something you like it will hardly 
feel like work a workout. 

All Salute Th e Eternal City,
Quinitilius of Rome
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January is a month of resolu-
tions. As a member of Goo-

dreads, a website and app for 
rating and sharing the books 
you’ve read, January is also a 
month of reading challenges. 
Typically, people choose a 
relatively modest number of 
books they hope to read and 
then spend the year working 
towards that goal. Of course, 
there is always some jackass, 
with too much time on their 
hands, that sets their goal 
at 500 books, but often the 
challenges are reasonable and 
within a relative frame of real-
ity. 

For the last three years, 
I have set a challenge, and 
for the last three years I have 
failed to meet my reading 
challenge. Most years I usu-
ally try in vain to read some 
of the dusty books or comics 
in my to-read pile, or struggle 
to choke down a classic. My 
goal for 2019 is to read thirty 
books, and this year I am go-
ing to read whatever I damn 
well please. Screw my to-read 
pile and the classics – they 
aren’t going anywhere. For the 
next 12 months I am going to 
read whatever strikes my fan-

cy, with the intent of reading 
books that are new, fun, and 
engaging.

To begin my journey, I 
found four new comic series 
to get the ball rolling. Outer 
Darkness, written by John 
Layman and drawn by Afu 
Chan, is a Star Trekian sci-fi  
horror comic where space-
ships are run on the spirits 
of ancient deities and where 
ghosts are more common than 
aliens. Bitter Root is a new se-
ries written by David F. Walk-
er and Chuck Brown, with art 
by Sanford Greene. Th e series 
follows the Sangerye family 
as they battle the supernatu-
ral during the Harlem Re-
naissance of the 1920s. Die, 
written by Kieron Gillen and 
drawn by Stephanie Hans, 
follows a group of teenagers 
who disappear Jumanji style 
while playing a game of D&D 
with custom dice. Black-
bird, a series written by Sam 
Humphries, and drawn by Jen 
Bartel, focuses on protagonist 
Nina Rodriguez as she fi ghts 
to unravel the truth behind 
the secret world of magic that 
thrives just beneath the glitter-
ing surface of Los Angles. All 

four series off er a sci-fi  fantasy 
vibe that is both exciting and 
engaging. For more on what 
I’m reading this year, fi nd me 
on Goodreads!  

New year, New yoU, New Books!
Dustin Glaseman, Book Reviewer, Reviewer Of All Books 

Black to Play
From R. Hase vs. R Servat

Sante Fe (2003)

Try to see if you can solve 
the logical sequence of 

moves used in this chess puz-
zle! Answers are on the back 

page of Th e Quill.

Comics to Worry My Loved Ones, Tyler Clarke
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In October 2018 posters 
were placed on the Glen 

P. Sutherland Gallery of Art 
that contained hate speech. 
The posters were similar 
to the ones that surfaced 
at Brandon University last 
year around the same time 
in the term, and similar 
messages were placed on 
campuses around Canada 
this year as well. It quickly 
became apparent that there 
was a need for Brandon 
University to become safer, 
as the Galley is located on 
the very edge of Brandon 
University and there is very 
little in terms of security 
for students walking over 
to the building or working 
late at the building. Securi-
ty meetings were organized 
with concerned students, 
groups on campus, and ad-
ministration from the Uni-
versity. During these meet-

ings it became clear that 
work needed to be done to 
ensure students on campus 
felt safe. 

Professors spoke out 
at the meeting about their 
concerns for both their 
own safety and the safety 
of their students when 
they were on campus after 
hours or in a secluded area 
of campus. Some security 
changes were made due to 
these meetings. First, cam-
eras were purchased to be 
placed around the outside 
of the Glen P. Sutherland 
Gallery of Art. This would 
assure student’s felt more 
secure but also if there 
were any more posters put 
up, the individual/s would 
be caught on camera. Sec-
ond, landlines were placed 
in the basement of the li-
brary building, another 
region on campus that was 

noted as being unsafe and 
an area that students of-
ten worked late in. Third, 
the University had added 
a daytime security officer 
to patrol the entire campus 
during the weekdays. An 
email was sent to BU stu-
dents introducing Ishtdeep 
Khalsa as the new security 
officer, and this reporter 
has since observed Ishtdeep 
patrolling the campus. The 
email also asserted students 
should call 911 if they see a 
crime or are in danger. 

The process of hold-
ing security meetings also 
brought forward more con-
cerns about campus safety. 
Professors were concerned 
about the university’s pub-
lic response (or lack there-
of ) to racism on campus, a 
lack of support for profes-
sors dealing with disruptive 
and problematic students in 

their classrooms, and con-
flicting direction on call-
ing 911 when hate speech/
racism appears on campus. 
There was also some sug-
gestion toward developing 
a safe space for students 
to go speak to someone if 
they knew anything about 
the hate speech posters, 
etc. It was suggested that 
BUSU or Student Services 
might offer such a space for 
students to come forward 
with any knowledge about 
racism on campus. 

A thought from the fi-
nal safety meeting was that 
it would be appreciated 
to see various members of 
the university community 
speaking out against racism 
when it occurs on campus. 
When posters and stickers 
began appearing at the Uni-
versity of Manitoba around 
the same time as the ones at 

BU, many members of the 
university took to social 
media to speak against it. 
There was an immediate re-
action from the university 
community which united 
people in the community 
but also made minority stu-
dents feel safer. That type 
of response was not seen at 
Brandon University. 

If you see one of these 
posters or stickers around 
campus, please call the 
physical plant to remove 
them. If you see them 
around Brandon, report 
them to the police. It is 
not recommended that an 
individual removes them 
themselves as they have 
been known to have blades 
or needles hidden behind 
them. 

BraNdoN UNiversity secUrity?
Jenna Murray, Reporter

The Quill has been do-
ing the same thing 

for several years now. We 
publish our physical copy 
of The Quill every Tuesday 
and get it out on stands, af-
ter slaving all day Sunday 
to make sure it’s altogether. 
Over the next few days we 
would get our stories on 
our website and try to get 
people to pick up a copy of 
The Quill as they walk by 
some of our stands.

It’s tough and has been 
really difficult trying to get 
a higher readership. One 
of things we are trying to 
change is just how accessible 
The Quill is on campus and 
how we can ensure students 
are getting the news they 
deserve to hear. I personally 
have had to semi embrace 
the age of social media. 
That’s right The Quill offi-
cially has a Facebook, Twit-
ter and Instagram account. 
What ever will we do with 
it? Try to get the students 

of BU to read the bloody 
thing of course! That or 
come join us as a reporter, 
or come to us with stories, 
or offer your opinions on 
the stories we write.

Our material isn’t al-
ways great and our re-
sources are finite. We need 
support from the student 
community to try and get 
our stories out their. We 
need people to come for-
ward with ideas and with 
suggestions. We can’t report 
on whats going on around 
campus if no one ever says 
anything or just assumes we 
know it. We have a small 
team and limited amount 
of resources to utilize. Not 
to mention, every reporter 
is also a student and likely 
has another part time job 
or responsibilities to answer 
to. Sadly, there are never 
enough hours in a day.

Now I could blame 
apathy or busy lifestyles 
on campus for why people 

don’t pick up the paper but 
ultimately it is up to us as 
part of The Quill to un-
cover the stories students 
want to read. So in an at-
tempt to remedy this I have 
been working on several 
aspects of a plan to try and 
get: more accessibility for 
readership, better quality 
of stories and more relevant 
stories people want to read 
about.

How will this get done? 
A literal shit ton of coffee 
and excess sleep depriva-
tion. Here is my plan for 
better accessibility and 
phase 1 has already begun. 
We will now be publishing 
paper copies of The Quill 
every other week and on 
the off weeks we will be 
posting material strictly on-
line. We are aiming to have 
articles put up both on our 
website and on our social 
media. We began that last 
week with our 16th issue 
which was our first strictly 

digital copy. Now we will 
just continually post what 
we can and try getting our 
ideas off of paper and in-
stead on the minds of the 
student body. Another way 
to increase accessibility and 
readership is through scan-
ning QR codes. We want 
students to be able to scan 
a story they want to read 
then be taken right to it on 
their smartphone.

My goal to create more 
digital content on social 
media will hopefully offer 
opportunities for people 
to share opinions on topics 
and have conversations on-
line. This is how I am hop-
ing to create more relevant 
stories, once people are able 
to share their opinions on-
line. I would like to utilize 
polls and different options 
on social media in order 
to get a feel of what stories 
people want told. Once we 
know more about peoples 
opinions and what they 

want to talk about, then we 
will have the chance to fo-
cus on more relevant stories 
for students.

The final goal of hav-
ing better quality of stories 
will have to come through 
either hiring an editor or 
going through PD sessions. 
What I am planning is to 
have a freelance journalist 
or professional editor come 
forward and offer some 
methods for how we can 
improve as a staff and as a 
team.

As with most projects, 
these types of things take 
time and money to prop-
erly implement and I’m not 
saying it will be easy but I 
do think we are capable of 
doing it! Please keep an eye 
out for our posts on social 
media and our papers in 
the hallways. I hope to be 
hearing some of your opin-
ions soon. Cheers.

Robert Killam, Headmaster Of The Quill
chaNges to the QUill: oUr goals aNd aims
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Other styles might have 
their own tiny, obtru-

sive rules that you need to 
be mindful of, but the one 
I need to use most is APA 
and so I’m going to write 
(whine) about it. APA is 
the Arguably Poor and Aw-
ful formatting style used in 
many of the social sciences 
and liberal arts classes when 
writing papers. 

I was going to introduce 
this in a more responsible/
well-mannered way, but 
to hell with it. Fuck APA 
formatting. Did you know 
there are three different 
hyphens and rules on how 
and when to use them? I 
didn’t and let me tell you, 
you can definitely lose 
marks on using the wrong 
hyphen. One hyphen is the 
regular hyphen, the second 
is an N hyphen (because 
it’s as long as the letter N) 
and the last is the M hy-
phen (for the same reason). 

Each one has its use and if 
you mix them up… you’re 
fucked. And tough luck if 
the URL you’ve copied has 
the wrong one in it. 

Or how about page 
numbers? I bet you haven’t 
checked what automatic 
typeface you are using on 
your page numbers, because 
it might not be Times New 
Roman, and if you forget 
something like that… Yep, 
you’ll lose some marks. 

Double spacing after 
periods that are before an-
other sentence is just plain 
stupid. Where do you get 
off APA?

There’s a way in APA to 
cite the back of a Cracker 
Jack box. If you are citing 
information from a candy 
box, perhaps academia is 
not for you. 

You can use amper-
sands (&) when sourcing 
more than one author but 
in almost no other place is 

this acceptable. Fuck you 
APA. It’s my ampersand 
and I will sprinkle it liber-
ally through the entirety of 
my paper, including titles, 
page numbers, and use it 
instead of quotation marks 
if I damn well want. I will 
change my legal name to & 
if I have to. 

The alleged purpose of 
APA is to standardize writ-
ing papers while also mak-
ing them easier to read. 
Instead what happens is I 
fly into an apoplectic rage 
when I lose marks in the 
Running Head and how 
it is not all capitalized ex-
cept for the words ‘Run-
ning head’, but not the ‘h’, 
for… reasons? Confused? 
Too bad. APA doesn’t care 
about your feelings.

Fuck you APA. You’re 
the worst. 

oP oN why aPa is the worst aNd what everyoNe shoUld kNow
Alex Murray, APA Enthusiast

Canada is faced with an 
upcoming election in 

the fall and it’s important 
for citizens to understand 
what that means for Cana-
dian society. I’m not here 
to talk opinions on par-
ties, there will be more than 
enough of that in your life, 
I am here to talk about the 
voting system in Canada 
and just how the election 
system works. For people to 
be able to understand how 
the election system works 
I want to look at a few of 
the changes Canada has 
been going through as well 
as some of its institutions 
which have shaped our de-
mocracy. Now due to the 
reason I doubt many of you 
remember much about pol-
itics from your high school 
classes, I will give a brief 
overview of the Canadian 
democracy then get into 

the concept of voting.
Canada is formally run 

by a constitutional monar-
chy and has what is called 
parliamentary democracy. 
Canada’s parliament con-
sists of three parts: the 
Queen (as represented 
through the governor gen-
eral); the Senate; and the 
House of Commons. Each 
part of the government has 
it’s own specific roles and 
responsibilities. Some of 
these seats in parliament 
are elected, while others 
are hand picked. Canada 
also has three divisions of 
powers and governments 
including: the federal; ter-
ritorial or provincial; and 
municipal. Canada has 
many different parties at 
each level and several op-
tions for different types of 
leaders of who they want to 
run their country, province 

or community. Some popu-
lar parties include the Con-
servatives, Liberals, New 
Democratic Party, and the 
Green Party. Elections oc-
cur every four years.

The main focus for this 
article though is the idea 
of our voting system. First 
things first, there are 338 
ridings in Canada. These 
are based on geography and 
population size and each 
riding has one Member of 
Parliament (MP). As a Ca-
nadian, voting is voluntary 
and you vote only for your 
local candidate. You do not 
vote for a party, but for an 
individual. The candidate 
who gets the most votes in 
your electoral district wins. 
The winning candidate rep-
resents you in the House of 
Commons and this is called 
the First Past the Post sys-
tem (FPTP). You do not 

vote directly for the Prime 
Minister. The Prime Minis-
ter is the leader of the po-
litical party which has the 
most seats in the House of 
Commons.

Some people have an 
issue with this FPTP sys-
tem and are pushing for a 
proportional representation 
system, where the numbers 
aren’t based so much on in-
dividuals and ridings but 
focus more on total votes. 
The Liberal party currently 
with a majority government 
had actually promised to 
get rid of this system and 
move to a system which is a 
little more fair. However it 
is unknown in the coming 
months how much not get-
ting rid of the FPTP system 
will affect the Liberal chanc-
es at getting elected again 
or if it will have any affect 
at all. Maybe the FPTP sys-

tem isn’t seen as bad enough 
yet by Canadians? Maybe it 
will be pushed out of the 
way shortly? The most re-
cent change to the election 
system came to us just last 
week on a supreme court 
ruling about Canadians liv-
ing abroad. In the decision 
made it was decided that 
a Canadian Elector, living 
abroad, who has previously 
resided in Canada, is enti-
tled to vote by special ballot 
in federal elections, regard-
less of how long they have 
been living abroad.

caNadiaN democratic system
Robert Killam, Editor-in-Chief
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desks For sale

Are you looking for a gently used 
desk? The Quill has some for 

sale! Stop by our office or email 
for more info!

2nd Floor KDC
eic@thequill.ca
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got something you want to 

sell? looking for something to 
buy?

Students get Free classified ads 
with The Quill!

Email us at eic@thequill.ca

 
We want you!

If you like to write, take pic-
tures, or draw things, 

you should work for The Quill!
We can offer a cool office to 
nap in and tuition rebates.

 Email us at eic@thequill.ca!

Answer:  43… Qd1+
(if 44 Rxd1 this still leads to a 

forced mate after )
44… pxd1=Q+ 
45 Bc1 Qxc1#)
44 Bc1 Qd4+
45 Bb2 pc1=Q
46. Rxc1 Rxc1#

aNswer For the chess PUzzle
Noah Monk, Reporter


