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Over the break I watched 
the Cats movie with my fam-
ily. This movie, if you didn’t 
already know, is a movie 
adaptation of the classic An-
drew Lloyd Weber musical 
from the eighties. Starting 
off, I did enjoy the movie. 

The grills of Brandon’s 
own Wayback Burgers have 
been open since last week 
Tuesday, and the quality of 
its food and service is noth-
ing short of sizzling. 

I am almost certain that 
everyone at some point in 
their lives has felt like they 
are falling asleep in class. 

A COLD WINTER SEMESTER CONTINUES
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Living on or off campus can 
drastically change your 

university experience. However, you 
may have a difficult time deciding 
which one is a better fit for you. My 
advice to you is to take some time 
to figure out your needs and what 
has been most important to your 
academic success so far. Then, using 
the information provided below, de-
cide what makes the most sense for 
you based on your individual prefer-
ences.

Living On-Campus:
Living on-campus definite-

ly has its benefits. You get to live 
among your fellow students and 
you are able to be in class on time 
or early because class is a short dis-
tance away from your dorm. There 
are downsides as well and while it 
may be the perfect living situation 
for many students, it does not mean 
it is the right fit for you.

The Pros of Living On-Campus:
A stronger sense of community be-

cause you are surrounded by fellow 
students. Faculty and staff are also 
around should you need them.

It is easier to make connec-
tions and friends with people in your 
housing environment. You’re all stu-
dents, so you have at least one thing 
in common right away.

You’re physically closer to cam-
pus than an off-campus apartment. 
Many students don’t even need a car 
while they’re at school because ev-
erything they need is right there. A 
shorter commute time is a big perk 
because all you have to do is walk 
to another building on campus. No 
traffic jams, no parking tickets, and 
none of the hassles of public trans-
portation.

The Cons of Living On-Campus:
The room and board costs can 

sometimes be higher than living off-
campus. Meal plans, dorm expenses, 
and other costs can quickly add up.

You’re constantly surrounded 
only by students. This is not neces-
sarily a bad thing, but you’ll have to 
make an effort to get off campus to 
come into contact with the rest of 
your community.

You may feel like you can nev-
er “get away.” Living and studying 
in the same area can increase your 
boredom or make you feel cramped 
if you don’t find ways to get off cam-
pus.

You have to share your bath-
room and space with many, many 
people. Dorm life is not a solitary 
one and for some people who are 
more private or introverted, this can 
become an issue.

You are more likely to be re-
quired to have a roommate. It is very 
rare that you will not have to share a 
room and get along with your room-
mate while living in the dorms.

Living Off-Campus:
Finding an apartment off cam-

pus can be liberating. It gives you 
a break from the university life but 
it also comes with more responsi-
bilities and, possibly, extra cost. It’s 
very important to take everything 
into consideration before renting an 
apartment.

The Pros of Living Off-Campus:
You may not need (or be re-

quired to have) a roommate. How-
ever, sharing expenses with a trusted 
friend can cut costs and possibly get 
you a nicer or more conveniently-
located living space.

You may have more space. Even 
a one-room efficiency apartment has 
more room than the average dorm 
and this is a very nice perk.

The set-up may better support 
your life and work outside of school. 
If you have a family or an off-cam-
pus job, an off-campus apartment 
may make life easier.

You don’t have to worry about 
your apartment building closing 
during the summer or other school 
breaks. You can also hold onto the 
apartment through the summer, 
even if you go home, as long as you 
pay the rent.

If you do need a roommate, 
you can pick someone other than 
another university student. This 
definitely increases your chances of 
finding a great roommate.

You don’t have strict rules over 
your head. Dorms come with rules 
and RAs who oversee students. If 
you’re living on your own, you don’t 
have to worry about that.

The Cons of Living Off-Campus:
A longer commute is required 

unless your apartment is right next 
to campus. Many apartments dedi-
cated to students can be found in 
close proximity, though these often 
come at a higher cost because of the 
convenience.

Parking on campus may be an 
issue (and costly). You may need to 
consider your public transportation 
options to see if this reduces your 
costs.

You may feel disconnected 
from campus life. Try to avoid this 
by attending events, games, and 
other campus activities so you don’t 
feel out of the loop.

Costs may be higher. You must 
remember to consider utilities, park-
ing, and commute costs when figur-
ing out your budget.

An apartment complex may 
not be as flexible to student needs. 
If you don’t have the money for you 
monthly rent, will they give you ex-
tra time to pay? It’s not always pos-
sible, so it’s best to know beforehand 
or have emergency funds available.

Maria Garcia Manzano, Assistant Editor-In-Chief
To Live on Campus or Off Campus, That is the Question 

Welcome to Brandon! 
The paradise of the 

prairies, the gateway to the west, 
the wheat city. Brandon goes by 
many names and is known for 
a wide variety of things. From 
the agriculture industry in the 
area to being an urban hub for 
the dozens of surrounding com-
munities. The city is home to 
roughly 50, 000 people, yet it 
still boasts a community mind-
ed attitude. Neighbors helping 
neighbors and friendly “hellos” 
and handshakes are the norm. 
As students, some of us may be 
quite familiar with Brandon, ei-
ther because we have lived here 
all our lives or because we reside 
in surrounding communities. 
Others, such as international stu-
dents, may be completely new to 
the city. Either way, its important 
to know more about your city if 
your going to be attending uni-
versity here. Most importantly, 
what you can do in Brandon 
on the weekend. While study-
ing and assignments are great 
and all, you need to get a break 
in to get your mind off school. 
Luckily Brandon has no short-
age of things to do. From nights 
at the cinema, to shopping trips 
to Shoppers Mall, you’re guar-
anteed to have a blast. If mov-
ies and malls aren’t your cup of 
tea, fear not as there’s still plenty 
to see in the wheat city. You can 
hit the gym at the Healthy Living 
Center or you can lace up your 
shoes and play some bowling. 
Whatever you decide to do this 
weekend, you can be sure you 
won’t go bored in Brandon. 

We may get a lot of movies on 
Netflix and Crave, but you can’t 
beat that feeling you get when 
you see a brand-new release at 
the movie theater. Even better, 
many movies are now shown in 
3D, which makes the experience 

that much better. Whether your 
seeing a comedy, an action film 
or maybe a sci-fi screening, your 
going to have a good time. The 
main theater here in Brandon is 
called Landmark Cinemas and is 
located at the far south end of 
the city.  It’s officially located at 
Unit 100, 1570 18th st, However, 
most people know it as the big 
building adjacent to the Shop-
pers Mall. Here, you can catch 
the latest films with your friends 
and family. You can also hit the 
concession stand and grab a bite 
to eat before you see the show. 
While prices can be a little ex-
pensive for food, the quality 
and convenience make up for 
it. Given the fact that Landmark 
Cinemas have multiple screens 
in the theatre, you have a wide 
selection on what movie you 
would like to see. Why wait for 
the film to be put on Netflix or 
Crave? Book the night off, grab 
a few friends and head on down 
to the movie theatre to enjoy an 
entertaining night out. 

While catching a film sounds 
like a great way to spend the 
evening, what do you do all day? 
Shoppers Mall has the answer 
for you. With over 90 stores and 
services, Shoppers Mall is the 
largest mall in Western Manito-
ba and is located at the far south 
end of the city at 1570 18th st. 
With everything from clothing 
stores, to fast food outlets to 
entertainment shops, you will 
literally shop until you drop. If 
you need to buy a fancy new suit 
for graduation, Moore’s has you 
covered. Maybe you need some 
new internet at your apartment, 
drop by the BellMTS outlet lo-
cated in the mall. Or perhaps 
you just want to grab a cup of 
coffee with some friends, there’s 
an onsite Tim Horton’s at the 
food court. The food court is also 

home to a wide variety of other 
restaurants. There’s an A and 
W, a Chinese restaurant, a Thai 
place and a DQ among others. 
Shoppers Mall also has some big 
box stores to boot. At one end of 
the mall you’ll find Sport Check 
which sells everything from 
hockey sticks to bicycles. At the 
other end of the mall you’ll find 
Shoppers Drug Mart for all your 
wellness needs as well as Sobey’s 
in case you needed to do some 
grocery shopping. Whatever you 
choose to do down at the mall, 
its sure to take up your day. 

For many people the week-
end is a chance to catch up on 
those gym visits. Maybe you had 
to skip leg day due to a test or 
quiz. Don’t worry, you can still 
get those lunges in this weekend. 
Although there are quite a few 
gyms within the City of Bran-
don, the best one for students to 
hit up is the one at the Healthy 
Living Centre. The Healthy Liv-
ing Centre is a fairly new addi-
tion to the University and is right 
on campus, across from the resi-
dence buildings. Besides the fit-
ness centre, the Healthy Living 
Centre is also home to a large 
walking track. Therefore, you 
can get your cardio in, no mat-
ter how cold it is outside. Also, 
on site is two large gymnasiums 
where members can play a va-
riety of sports with their peers. 
The north gym is home to the 
Brandon University Bobcats Bas-
ketball and Volleyball teams. 
When their respective seasons 
are in session, you can catch 
home games here and cheer on 
the Bobcats. The best part of the 
Healthy Living Centre is that you 
are already a member. That’s 
right, a recreation fee is includ-
ed in your tuition payment that 
grants you access to the Centre 
and its facilities. Visit the Healthy 

Living Centre on campus and get 
set up today. 

One of the most exciting, 
and satisfying, things to do in 
Brandon is to go bowling. Bowl-
ing in Brandon is always done at 
Thunderbird Bowl. Thunderbird 
Bowl is located at the southern 
tip of the city, at 2140 Currie 
Boulevard. Here you can par-
ticipate in a game of bowling 
with friends or family. However, 
Thunderbird Bowl doesn’t just 
have regular, plain 5 pin bowl-
ing. They also have glow bowl-
ing, included with awesome mu-
sic and crazy light displays. That 
way you can beat your friends 
in fashion. There are very few 
things in this world that are 
more satisfying than winning a 
game of bowling. Besides bowl-
ing lanes, Thunderbird Bowl also 
has an onsite arcade. Somewhat 
of a rarity nowadays, arcades let 
you enjoy some older style video 
games, including some you can’t 
even get on consoles. There’s 
also a grill and a pizza place in 
the building, in case your pack-
ing a hunger from winning. A 
day at Thunderbird Bowl is sure 
to leave you wanting more. 

As you can see, there is 
plenty to see and do in the city 
of Brandon. From catching a 
film down at the cinema to go-
ing on a shopping spree at the 
mall. Your weekend is sure to be 
booked solid. Don’t forget about 
that workout at the Healthy Liv-
ing Centre. Get your exercise 
in and then head down to the 
bowling alley for a game of glow 
bowling. Take a break, just for a 
little while, from all those text-
books and hit the town.

Weekend Life In Brandon 
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Living on or off campus can 
drastically change your 

university experience. However, you 
may have a difficult time deciding 
which one is a better fit for you. My 
advice to you is to take some time 
to figure out your needs and what 
has been most important to your 
academic success so far. Then, using 
the information provided below, de-
cide what makes the most sense for 
you based on your individual prefer-
ences.

Living On-Campus:
Living on-campus definite-

ly has its benefits. You get to live 
among your fellow students and 
you are able to be in class on time 
or early because class is a short dis-
tance away from your dorm. There 
are downsides as well and while it 
may be the perfect living situation 
for many students, it does not mean 
it is the right fit for you.

The Pros of Living On-Campus:
A stronger sense of community be-

cause you are surrounded by fellow 
students. Faculty and staff are also 
around should you need them.

It is easier to make connec-
tions and friends with people in your 
housing environment. You’re all stu-
dents, so you have at least one thing 
in common right away.

You’re physically closer to cam-
pus than an off-campus apartment. 
Many students don’t even need a car 
while they’re at school because ev-
erything they need is right there. A 
shorter commute time is a big perk 
because all you have to do is walk 
to another building on campus. No 
traffic jams, no parking tickets, and 
none of the hassles of public trans-
portation.

The Cons of Living On-Campus:
The room and board costs can 

sometimes be higher than living off-
campus. Meal plans, dorm expenses, 
and other costs can quickly add up.

You’re constantly surrounded 
only by students. This is not neces-
sarily a bad thing, but you’ll have to 
make an effort to get off campus to 
come into contact with the rest of 
your community.

You may feel like you can nev-
er “get away.” Living and studying 
in the same area can increase your 
boredom or make you feel cramped 
if you don’t find ways to get off cam-
pus.

You have to share your bath-
room and space with many, many 
people. Dorm life is not a solitary 
one and for some people who are 
more private or introverted, this can 
become an issue.

You are more likely to be re-
quired to have a roommate. It is very 
rare that you will not have to share a 
room and get along with your room-
mate while living in the dorms.

Living Off-Campus:
Finding an apartment off cam-

pus can be liberating. It gives you 
a break from the university life but 
it also comes with more responsi-
bilities and, possibly, extra cost. It’s 
very important to take everything 
into consideration before renting an 
apartment.

The Pros of Living Off-Campus:
You may not need (or be re-

quired to have) a roommate. How-
ever, sharing expenses with a trusted 
friend can cut costs and possibly get 
you a nicer or more conveniently-
located living space.

You may have more space. Even 
a one-room efficiency apartment has 
more room than the average dorm 
and this is a very nice perk.

The set-up may better support 
your life and work outside of school. 
If you have a family or an off-cam-
pus job, an off-campus apartment 
may make life easier.

You don’t have to worry about 
your apartment building closing 
during the summer or other school 
breaks. You can also hold onto the 
apartment through the summer, 
even if you go home, as long as you 
pay the rent.

If you do need a roommate, 
you can pick someone other than 
another university student. This 
definitely increases your chances of 
finding a great roommate.

You don’t have strict rules over 
your head. Dorms come with rules 
and RAs who oversee students. If 
you’re living on your own, you don’t 
have to worry about that.

The Cons of Living Off-Campus:
A longer commute is required 

unless your apartment is right next 
to campus. Many apartments dedi-
cated to students can be found in 
close proximity, though these often 
come at a higher cost because of the 
convenience.

Parking on campus may be an 
issue (and costly). You may need to 
consider your public transportation 
options to see if this reduces your 
costs.

You may feel disconnected 
from campus life. Try to avoid this 
by attending events, games, and 
other campus activities so you don’t 
feel out of the loop.

Costs may be higher. You must 
remember to consider utilities, park-
ing, and commute costs when figur-
ing out your budget.

An apartment complex may 
not be as flexible to student needs. 
If you don’t have the money for you 
monthly rent, will they give you ex-
tra time to pay? It’s not always pos-
sible, so it’s best to know beforehand 
or have emergency funds available.

Maria Garcia Manzano, Assistant Editor-In-Chief
To Live on Campus or Off Campus, That is the Question 

Welcome to Brandon! 
The paradise of the 

prairies, the gateway to the west, 
the wheat city. Brandon goes by 
many names and is known for 
a wide variety of things. From 
the agriculture industry in the 
area to being an urban hub for 
the dozens of surrounding com-
munities. The city is home to 
roughly 50, 000 people, yet it 
still boasts a community mind-
ed attitude. Neighbors helping 
neighbors and friendly “hellos” 
and handshakes are the norm. 
As students, some of us may be 
quite familiar with Brandon, ei-
ther because we have lived here 
all our lives or because we reside 
in surrounding communities. 
Others, such as international stu-
dents, may be completely new to 
the city. Either way, its important 
to know more about your city if 
your going to be attending uni-
versity here. Most importantly, 
what you can do in Brandon 
on the weekend. While study-
ing and assignments are great 
and all, you need to get a break 
in to get your mind off school. 
Luckily Brandon has no short-
age of things to do. From nights 
at the cinema, to shopping trips 
to Shoppers Mall, you’re guar-
anteed to have a blast. If mov-
ies and malls aren’t your cup of 
tea, fear not as there’s still plenty 
to see in the wheat city. You can 
hit the gym at the Healthy Living 
Center or you can lace up your 
shoes and play some bowling. 
Whatever you decide to do this 
weekend, you can be sure you 
won’t go bored in Brandon. 

We may get a lot of movies on 
Netflix and Crave, but you can’t 
beat that feeling you get when 
you see a brand-new release at 
the movie theater. Even better, 
many movies are now shown in 
3D, which makes the experience 

that much better. Whether your 
seeing a comedy, an action film 
or maybe a sci-fi screening, your 
going to have a good time. The 
main theater here in Brandon is 
called Landmark Cinemas and is 
located at the far south end of 
the city.  It’s officially located at 
Unit 100, 1570 18th st, However, 
most people know it as the big 
building adjacent to the Shop-
pers Mall. Here, you can catch 
the latest films with your friends 
and family. You can also hit the 
concession stand and grab a bite 
to eat before you see the show. 
While prices can be a little ex-
pensive for food, the quality 
and convenience make up for 
it. Given the fact that Landmark 
Cinemas have multiple screens 
in the theatre, you have a wide 
selection on what movie you 
would like to see. Why wait for 
the film to be put on Netflix or 
Crave? Book the night off, grab 
a few friends and head on down 
to the movie theatre to enjoy an 
entertaining night out. 

While catching a film sounds 
like a great way to spend the 
evening, what do you do all day? 
Shoppers Mall has the answer 
for you. With over 90 stores and 
services, Shoppers Mall is the 
largest mall in Western Manito-
ba and is located at the far south 
end of the city at 1570 18th st. 
With everything from clothing 
stores, to fast food outlets to 
entertainment shops, you will 
literally shop until you drop. If 
you need to buy a fancy new suit 
for graduation, Moore’s has you 
covered. Maybe you need some 
new internet at your apartment, 
drop by the BellMTS outlet lo-
cated in the mall. Or perhaps 
you just want to grab a cup of 
coffee with some friends, there’s 
an onsite Tim Horton’s at the 
food court. The food court is also 

home to a wide variety of other 
restaurants. There’s an A and 
W, a Chinese restaurant, a Thai 
place and a DQ among others. 
Shoppers Mall also has some big 
box stores to boot. At one end of 
the mall you’ll find Sport Check 
which sells everything from 
hockey sticks to bicycles. At the 
other end of the mall you’ll find 
Shoppers Drug Mart for all your 
wellness needs as well as Sobey’s 
in case you needed to do some 
grocery shopping. Whatever you 
choose to do down at the mall, 
its sure to take up your day. 

For many people the week-
end is a chance to catch up on 
those gym visits. Maybe you had 
to skip leg day due to a test or 
quiz. Don’t worry, you can still 
get those lunges in this weekend. 
Although there are quite a few 
gyms within the City of Bran-
don, the best one for students to 
hit up is the one at the Healthy 
Living Centre. The Healthy Liv-
ing Centre is a fairly new addi-
tion to the University and is right 
on campus, across from the resi-
dence buildings. Besides the fit-
ness centre, the Healthy Living 
Centre is also home to a large 
walking track. Therefore, you 
can get your cardio in, no mat-
ter how cold it is outside. Also, 
on site is two large gymnasiums 
where members can play a va-
riety of sports with their peers. 
The north gym is home to the 
Brandon University Bobcats Bas-
ketball and Volleyball teams. 
When their respective seasons 
are in session, you can catch 
home games here and cheer on 
the Bobcats. The best part of the 
Healthy Living Centre is that you 
are already a member. That’s 
right, a recreation fee is includ-
ed in your tuition payment that 
grants you access to the Centre 
and its facilities. Visit the Healthy 

Living Centre on campus and get 
set up today. 

One of the most exciting, 
and satisfying, things to do in 
Brandon is to go bowling. Bowl-
ing in Brandon is always done at 
Thunderbird Bowl. Thunderbird 
Bowl is located at the southern 
tip of the city, at 2140 Currie 
Boulevard. Here you can par-
ticipate in a game of bowling 
with friends or family. However, 
Thunderbird Bowl doesn’t just 
have regular, plain 5 pin bowl-
ing. They also have glow bowl-
ing, included with awesome mu-
sic and crazy light displays. That 
way you can beat your friends 
in fashion. There are very few 
things in this world that are 
more satisfying than winning a 
game of bowling. Besides bowl-
ing lanes, Thunderbird Bowl also 
has an onsite arcade. Somewhat 
of a rarity nowadays, arcades let 
you enjoy some older style video 
games, including some you can’t 
even get on consoles. There’s 
also a grill and a pizza place in 
the building, in case your pack-
ing a hunger from winning. A 
day at Thunderbird Bowl is sure 
to leave you wanting more. 

As you can see, there is 
plenty to see and do in the city 
of Brandon. From catching a 
film down at the cinema to go-
ing on a shopping spree at the 
mall. Your weekend is sure to be 
booked solid. Don’t forget about 
that workout at the Healthy Liv-
ing Centre. Get your exercise 
in and then head down to the 
bowling alley for a game of glow 
bowling. Take a break, just for a 
little while, from all those text-
books and hit the town.

Weekend Life In Brandon 
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Anthony Labonte, Artist

Chess Puzzle

The grills of Brandon’s 
own Wayback Burgers 

have been open since last week 
Tuesday, and the quality of its 
food and service is nothing short 
of sizzling. Wayback Burgers is a 
diner-inspired burger-and-shake 
chain that began in the United 
States and has since opened loca-
tions around the globe. The com-
pany’s presence in Canada is still 
growing with its only Canadian 
locations in Manitoba. Wayback’s 
Brandon location can be found 
on 18th street across from the 
Keystone Centre grounds. 	

In a city where burger chains 
are never in short supply, Way-
back Burgers had its work cut out 
to make an impressive entrance 
onto the Brandon-burger scene. 
The restaurant validates its pres-
ence with a considerable menu 
of burgers, hotdogs, and milk-
shakes whose quality differenti-
ates the restaurant enough from 
the super-convenience but com-
paratively mediocre products of-
fered by fast-food conveyors such 
as McDonald’s and Burger King. 
While the prices are slightly more 
expensive and the wait-time for 
food is understandably longer 
(especially with the restaurant 
being in its first week of opera-
tions), the product is worth the 
price of admission. Wayback suc-
ceeds at filling the void that its 
“fast-casual dining” cousin Five 
Guys left behind by offering a 
gustatory treat that any diner-
enthusiast will enjoy.		

In preparation for this review, 
I ordered a combo that included a 
bacon double-cheeseburger, fries, 
and chocolate milkshake, and 
tasted a veggie burger and onion 

rings. I fortunately dined with 
others who could assist in finish-
ing some of my fries as I quickly 
discovered how filling Wayback’s 
food is. Where other fast-food 
restaurants leave a person crav-
ing more, I left the restaurant in 
a state between satisfaction and 
being over-stuffed. The bacon 
double-cheeseburger and the 
chocolate milkshake were the 
most praiseworthy items that I 
tried; the sandwich was a sub-
stantial meal unto itself whose 
deliciousness matched its sheer 
weight, and the milkshake’s rich-
ness and robust chocolate flavour 
alone warrant another visit to 
Wayback.  

The onion rings, fries, and 
veggie burger were of a standard 
that other less-expensive fast-
food restaurants competently 
meet and did not explode ex-
pectations. The service at Way-
back was very positive with each 
server delivering and checking 
on orders in a friendly and ac-
commodating manner. This was 
particularly commendable given 
the fact that the restaurant was 
packed during my visit. Overall, 
I was very satisfied with my ex-
perience at Wayback and would 
recommend the food to anyone 
who has been craving a “higher-
end” burger in Brandon since 
Five Guys’ closure.

Rating: 4 out of 5 flaming 
grills.

Aidan Trembath, Reporter
The New Burger on the Block

On Thursday January 
16th from 7pm to 9pm 

students are welcomed to go dis-
cuss the ongoing protests and 
unrest in Hong Kong at a public 
forum hosted at Brandon Uni-
versity. The forum will be held in 
Room 212 of Clark Hall.

Dr. Alison Marshall and Dr. 
Allison McCulloch will begin the 
forum by addressing the legal 
and political landscape in Hong 
Kong.  They will discuss the leg-
islative changes that sparked the 
original protests, the results of 
the recent elections, and the Chi-
nese government response.  

Dr. Marshall, a Professor of 
Religion at BU who works pri-
marily in the areas of Chinese 
religion and history, will lead 
the forum under a title of “Ri-
ots, rights and ritual in the era 
of Xi Jinping: Understanding the 
Hong Kong protests. She will be 
joined by Dr. McCulloch, an as-
sociate professor in the Depart-
ment of Political Science at Bran-
don University. Dr. McCulloch is 
also the editor-in-chief of Na-
tionalism and Ethnic Politics and 
her research is broadly focused 
on politics in deeply divided so-
cieties.

Maria Garcia Manzano, Assistant Editor-In-Chief

Understanding Hong Kong’s 
 Protests: A Public Forum

Aidan Trembath, Reporter 
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Tyler Clarke, Artist

From 

Endgame Study No. 1 A.

German League 2012

White To Move

Over the break I watched the Cats 
movie with my family. This movie, 

if you didn’t already know, is a movie ad-
aptation of the classic Andrew Lloyd Weber 
musical from the eighties. Starting off, I did 
enjoy the movie. However, the CGI (comput-
er generated images) and the plot was very 
weird to me. I feel like my current obsession 
with Broadway was defi nitely a factor that 
increased my enjoyment. Another factor that 
made me enjoy the movie was the stacked 
cast. Jennifer Hudson, Taylor Swift, Idris 
Elba, Rebel Wilson, James Corden, Jason 
Derulo, and more. In my opinion, Jennifer 
Hudson and Taylor Swift defi nitely stole the 
show. Jennifer sang the popular show stop-
ping song “Memory” and absolutely killed it. 
Taylor’s song “Macavity” was theatrical and 
not what I expected, but I still enjoyed it. 
She also wrote an original song for the mov-
ie with Andrew Lloyd Webber, titled “Beau-
tiful Ghosts”, which was sung by Francesca 
Hayward, who played the main cat Victoria. 
I truly can’t imagine the story without this 
song - it is sung after Memory which makes 
complete sense with the plot. 

 Moving on, the plot was another part 
that surprised me. Throughout the whole 
fi lm, the main cats are basically introducing 
themselves, and further auditioning or com-
peting to become the “Jellicle Choice.” The 
chosen cat then ascends to heaven at the Jel-

licle Ball. The cats are basically auditioning 
to die, and I found this a little morbid. I’m 
not going to spoil which cat won, but I was 
satisfi ed with the end. 

A cat that I liked was the magical Mr. 
Mistofelees (the cats names are so weird). 
He is the magician cat, and he is very enter-
taining. Easily one of the weirdest parts of 
the whole movie was the two separate times 
where Rebel Wilson’s character unzipped her 
SKIN, and the one time she ate live dancing 
and singing cockroaches. Taylor’s fi ve min-
ute scene, as Bombalurina, was honestly 
my favourite part of the whole movie. Also, 
James Corden’s scenes were pretty funny. 

 In conclusion, I did enjoy watching 
the movie, even if it was pretty weird and a 
little disturbing. I don’t think I would watch 
it again. I give it a 7/10 stars. 

By Mallory Johnson, Writer

MOVIE REVIEW: CATS                             

Chess Puzzle
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Can white stop the pawn?
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I am almost certain that 
everyone at some point in 

their lives has felt like they are 
falling asleep in class. Whether 
you are currently in classes, 
planning to attend classes, or 
have gone through the whole 
schooling process and plan 
to never attend a class again, 
you’ve probably experienced 
this. From a boring philosophy 
class to an intriguing chemistry 
class, there’s still the potential 
of falling asleep. Often times, 
dozing off in class has to do with 
the little interest you have in the 
course. Other times being sleepy 
in class can be attributed to the 
late night you had. No matter 
what your reason is, there are 
many ways to stop your trip to 
dreamland.

Tips for Staying awake during 
Class

Sit up front and centre. By 
sitting in the front, you have the 
sense that the professor is look-
ing directly at you. This may or 
may not be then case. This leads 
you to be in everyone’s view. 
This position not only gives you 
easier access to the board or pro-
jector (so you can see the notes 
better,) but it makes you feel 
obligated to pay attention. You 
will actually fear falling asleep 

because everyone will notice!

	

Take a shower in the morn-
ing. Taking a shower immedi-
ately after getting up can knock 
the fatigue right out of you. It 
could leave you feeling alert for 
a while afterwards.

Work out. An exercise rou-
tine can give you energy over a 
period of time. Working out can 
give you some resistance to feel-
ing tired more easily.

Take notes. Whether you 
are a good notetaker or not, the 
mere act of writing may help 
you stay awake. If your hand is 
constantly moving, then there is 
less of a chance of falling asleep. 
Just do not get too caught up in 
your notes that you forget to lis-
ten to what is being said. 

Change your position. Do 
not sit in the same position for 
the entire class. For example, 
some people often cross their 
legs while sitting through a lec-
ture. Try uncrossing your legs 
for some time, or switching the 
leg that is crossed. You can even 
shift in your seat every once in a 
while. Even changing the posi-
tion of your notebook now and 
then can be beneficial.

Interact with your teacher. 
Answering or asking questions 
in class can keep you alert.

Suck on a candy or chew 
gum. Now, please do not go into 
class with a lollypop sticking out 
of your mouth. Make sure the 
candy you select is something 
discreet like Jolly Ranchers for 
example. You do not want to be 
sitting in class munching on a 
chocolate bar. If food is allowed, 
then it’s fine, but do not be de-
fiant and bring large packets of 
candy into the classroom when 
you know your teacher will be 
displeased. I’ve found that chew-
ing gum or sucking on a Jolly 
Rancher can keep me awake.

Drink some water. This goes 
hand in hand with the candy 
and gum method. Most teach-
ers who do not allow food and 
drinks will allow a bottle of wa-
ter into the classroom. Take ad-
vantage of that allowance and 
sip some water every now and 
then to stay awake.

Keep your hands away 
from your face. Often times, as 
we get relaxed during lectures, 
we place our elbows on the 
desks and lean our faces against 
our hands. Most people do this. 
Do not prop your head on your 
hands. This will give your body 
a sense of rest and invite sleep. 
Leaning on your hands is as bad 
as putting your head on your 
desk. Don’t do it!

Walk out of the classroom. 
If all else fails, walk away. I’m 
not saying to pack up all your 
things and go home. Just take 
a break—a brief break. Walk 
down the hallway and get a 
drink of water. Do some jumping 
jacks to wake your body up, go 
to the bathroom to relieve your-
self, splash some cold water on 
your face. If you’re near a door 
that exits the building, go out 
for some fresh air. Just remem-
ber to return to class promptly. 
As you do not want to miss too 
much valuable information.

One important tip that must 
be said however, is to try and 
get 7 hours of sleep. Students 
are too often sleep deprived  
and thus as a consequence fail 
to stay awake during class. 

If all of these tips fail and 
you cannot stay awake then 
simply go home as you will not 
pay attention and will miss valu-
able information. Sometimes it 
is better to simply head home, 
take a quick nap and try to be 
ready for the next class. 

Maria Garcia Manzano, Assitant Editor-in-Chief
How to Stay Awake During Lectures:

While most people are looking for-
ward to the Tata Steel tournament 

or the Candidates match to see who will play 
Magnus Carlsen in the World Champion title 
in classical time controls, others looked for-
ward to watching the world rapid champi-
onship and the world blitz championship to 
see if Magnus Carlsen will end up with all 
three crowns again. Carlsen has not held all 
three crowns in classical, rapid and blitz since 
2014.  

Straight from the first day only three 
players were in the lead with a score of 4.5/5, 
which included Carlsen, Vachier-Lagrave and 
Nakamura. After the games Carlsen said “I 
am not supposed to be peaking yet; I am hop-
ing to do that in the next few days” reminding 
the commentators and other players that his 
reign has not even started yet.  

The next day Carlsen was the only player 
to not lose a game. Showing that he really 
was just warming up. By the time the final 
day of the rapid championship, Carlsen held 
a considerable lead of 1.5 against the play-

ers and at the final round he only needed a 
draw to grab the title. In the final round of 
the rapid he faced the legendary speed de-
mon of chess Hikaru Nakamura. Which start-
ed off as a more unusual variation of the Ruy 
Lopez. Luckily for Carlsen he drew the match 
and thus claiming the champion title of rapid 
chess. After words when asked if he was go-
ing to celebrate Carlsen responded “The job 
is half done for me. I want to win the blitz as 
well, so there is no time to rest on laurels.” 

On the first day of the blitz Carlsen was 
the only player in first with 10.0/12 half a 
point ahead of Maxim. On the second day 
Carlsen and Nakamura were tied for first 
place and had to go on to playoffs. However, 
14th world champion Vladimir Kramnik, de-
spite his old age and retirement earlier this 
year, finished with a clear third after having 
to battle with all the new young super grand-
masters reminding the youngsters, they still 
have a lot to learn yet in the game. During on 
of Carlsen’s matches when Kramink was asked 
what he thought about how well Carlsen was 
during he responded “what to say? He’s the 

best. It’s now more of a surprise if he doesn’t 
win.” Just after beating Kramnik, Carlsen re-
sponded “I am doing pretty well! Tough oppo-
sition, many good players. I’ve got max out of 
positions. Nakamura is still in it. I feel well.” 

After narrowly beating Nakamura in the 
tiebreak Magnus Carlsen starched up the last 
of the title becoming the world champion of 
all time formats. Something that he has not 
done since 2014. 2019 had become the best 
year for Carlsen as he returned to his peak 
rating of 2882 in August, while setting the 
record for the longest streak of being unde-
feated in classical chess, and also becoming 
the crowned king in all time formats. One can 
now only wonder if any of the players in the 
Candidates tournament will have a chance at 
winning the title of world champion after a 
good year for Carlsen.  

N. Monk the Chess Enthusiast  
World Rapid and Blitz 

The HLC is now offering FREE 
Fitness classes for Faculty and 
Students. These free fitness class-
es will be offered in the morn-
ing, duringlunch time, and after 
workStudents will be able to take 
advantage of this offer January to 
April while Staff and Faculty will 
have access for the entire month 
of January.

The classes will be given by 
Enver Naidoo, a recent Manitoba 
Fitness Leader of the Year award 
recipient, approached the HLC 
and Brandon University Students’ 
Union (BUSU) to bring this free 
programming to the Brandon Uni-
versity community.

Most classes take place in the 
HLC Mezzanine and the following 
is the schedule taken from the BU 
website:

MONDAY
4:45 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. – After-
Work Mixer – Strength & Cardio 
Circuit (45 minutes)

Build muscular strength and 
cardiovascular endurance using 
a variety of portable equipment 
and body weight exercises that 
will challenge you to work hard 
and help you achieve your fitness 
goals.

TUESDAY
12:45 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. – Tabata 
(30 minutes)

A high-intensity interval train-
ing that consists of eight sets of 
fast-paced exercises each per-
formed for 20 seconds inter-
spersed with a brief rest of 10 
seconds.

WEDNESDAY
4:45 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. – After-
Work Mixer – Strength & Cardio 
Circuit (45 minutes)

Build muscular strength and 
cardiovascular endurance using 
a variety of portable equipment 
and body weight exercises that 
will challenge you to work hard 
and help you achieve your fitness 
goals.

THURSDAY
11:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. – Tabata 
(30 minutes)

A high-intensity interval train-
ing that consists of eight sets of 
fast-paced exercises each per-
formed for 20 seconds inter-
spersed with a brief rest of 10 
seconds.

12:15 p.m. – 12:45 p.m. – Core & 
More (30 minutes)

Enjoy a total body workout and 
improve your muscular strength 
and endurance while using a va-
riety of portable equipment and 
body weight exercises.

FRIDAY
11:45 p.m. – 12:15 p.m. – Strength 
& Core (30 minutes)

Build muscular strength and 
cardiovascular endurance using 
a variety of portable equipment 
and body weight exercises that 
will challenge you to work hard 
and help you achieve your fitness 
goals.

12:15 p.m. – 12:45 p.m. – Car-
dio HIIT (30 minutes)

This interval training work-
out will utilize a variety of work 
to rest formats as well as differ-
ent portable equipment and body 
weight exercises to improve your 
overall fitness. This class is suit-
able for all fitness levels and both 
high and low impact options will 
be available.

Things to remember:

*All fitness levels are welcome
*Low impact and modifications 	
will be provided
*Suitable for all ages
*Bring a water bottle
*Fitness attire required
*Come on your own or bring a 	
friend

Maria Garcia Manzano, Assitant Editor-in-Chief
Free Fitness Classes at BU:
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I am almost certain that 
everyone at some point in 

their lives has felt like they are 
falling asleep in class. Whether 
you are currently in classes, 
planning to attend classes, or 
have gone through the whole 
schooling process and plan 
to never attend a class again, 
you’ve probably experienced 
this. From a boring philosophy 
class to an intriguing chemistry 
class, there’s still the potential 
of falling asleep. Often times, 
dozing off in class has to do with 
the little interest you have in the 
course. Other times being sleepy 
in class can be attributed to the 
late night you had. No matter 
what your reason is, there are 
many ways to stop your trip to 
dreamland.

Tips for Staying awake during 
Class

Sit up front and centre. By 
sitting in the front, you have the 
sense that the professor is look-
ing directly at you. This may or 
may not be then case. This leads 
you to be in everyone’s view. 
This position not only gives you 
easier access to the board or pro-
jector (so you can see the notes 
better,) but it makes you feel 
obligated to pay attention. You 
will actually fear falling asleep 

because everyone will notice!

	

Take a shower in the morn-
ing. Taking a shower immedi-
ately after getting up can knock 
the fatigue right out of you. It 
could leave you feeling alert for 
a while afterwards.

Work out. An exercise rou-
tine can give you energy over a 
period of time. Working out can 
give you some resistance to feel-
ing tired more easily.

Take notes. Whether you 
are a good notetaker or not, the 
mere act of writing may help 
you stay awake. If your hand is 
constantly moving, then there is 
less of a chance of falling asleep. 
Just do not get too caught up in 
your notes that you forget to lis-
ten to what is being said. 

Change your position. Do 
not sit in the same position for 
the entire class. For example, 
some people often cross their 
legs while sitting through a lec-
ture. Try uncrossing your legs 
for some time, or switching the 
leg that is crossed. You can even 
shift in your seat every once in a 
while. Even changing the posi-
tion of your notebook now and 
then can be beneficial.

Interact with your teacher. 
Answering or asking questions 
in class can keep you alert.

Suck on a candy or chew 
gum. Now, please do not go into 
class with a lollypop sticking out 
of your mouth. Make sure the 
candy you select is something 
discreet like Jolly Ranchers for 
example. You do not want to be 
sitting in class munching on a 
chocolate bar. If food is allowed, 
then it’s fine, but do not be de-
fiant and bring large packets of 
candy into the classroom when 
you know your teacher will be 
displeased. I’ve found that chew-
ing gum or sucking on a Jolly 
Rancher can keep me awake.

Drink some water. This goes 
hand in hand with the candy 
and gum method. Most teach-
ers who do not allow food and 
drinks will allow a bottle of wa-
ter into the classroom. Take ad-
vantage of that allowance and 
sip some water every now and 
then to stay awake.

Keep your hands away 
from your face. Often times, as 
we get relaxed during lectures, 
we place our elbows on the 
desks and lean our faces against 
our hands. Most people do this. 
Do not prop your head on your 
hands. This will give your body 
a sense of rest and invite sleep. 
Leaning on your hands is as bad 
as putting your head on your 
desk. Don’t do it!

Walk out of the classroom. 
If all else fails, walk away. I’m 
not saying to pack up all your 
things and go home. Just take 
a break—a brief break. Walk 
down the hallway and get a 
drink of water. Do some jumping 
jacks to wake your body up, go 
to the bathroom to relieve your-
self, splash some cold water on 
your face. If you’re near a door 
that exits the building, go out 
for some fresh air. Just remem-
ber to return to class promptly. 
As you do not want to miss too 
much valuable information.

One important tip that must 
be said however, is to try and 
get 7 hours of sleep. Students 
are too often sleep deprived  
and thus as a consequence fail 
to stay awake during class. 

If all of these tips fail and 
you cannot stay awake then 
simply go home as you will not 
pay attention and will miss valu-
able information. Sometimes it 
is better to simply head home, 
take a quick nap and try to be 
ready for the next class. 

Maria Garcia Manzano, Assitant Editor-in-Chief
How to Stay Awake During Lectures:
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	 Issue 15 PA:

If any of the individuals af-
fected by the Nursing Exam 
re-take would like to anony-

mously approach the Quill we 
would be happy to listen to 
your version of the events.

Answer for Noah’s Chess Composition-
No problem! from Issue 14:

Answer: No problem! 1. Nf4 c2 2. Ne2+ Kd1 
3. Nc3+ Kd2 4. Na2! = A key note is that such 
defence is not possible against a knight pawn. 

	

We want you!

If you like to write, take pic-
tures, or draw things, 

you should work for The Quill!
We can offer a cool office to nap 

in and tuition rebates.

 Email us at eic.thequill@
gmail.com

CLASSIFIEDS


