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The event starts 
on March 15th 

at 7 pm at the John E. 
Robbins Library and 
continues into the ear-
ly hours of March 16th, 
finishing at 2 am. 

It is a free, after and 
extended-hours event 
that aims to provide 
a safe place for stu-
dents to finish their 
assignments and to 
study at a crucial point 
in the semester. The 
event takes place in 
the Brandon Univer-
sity Library (Main), the 
Indigenous Peoples’ 
Centre (IPC), and the 
George T. Richardson 
Centre foyer (area just 
outside the library and 
IPC doors). The main 
floor of the library will 

be the focus of the 
activities taking place 
during the event. The 
second floor will be a 
designated quiet-zone, 
but be warned, noise 
does travel up, so it 
won’t be completely 
quiet. 

Reference librarians 
and assistants, writing 
coaches, math skills 
coaches, computer 
help and circulation 
service will be avail-
able throughout the 
event to work with you 
to help you make prog-
ress with your papers 
and assignments.

Brandon University’s 
Long Night Against 
Procrastination is or-
ganized by Library and 

IT Services, in partner-
ship with Student Ser-
vices and BUSU – and 
with support from 
HLC, IPC, the Presi-
dent’s Office, the Vice 
President Academic, 
the Vice President Ad-
min and Finance, and 
the Alumni Associa-
tion.

Stay for the entire 
event or come for just 
a few hours. We do 
recommend that you 
plan your ride home in 
advance (last bus pick-
up is at 11:30pm). There 
is also a Safe Walk 
Program, sponsored 
by the President’s Of-
fice.

By Ronnie Neiman, Editor-in-Chief

It’s tIme For Another Long nIght AgAInst 
          procrastination!

Photo Credit: Ronnie Neiman
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A After a somewhat 
short nomination pe-

riod, it is almost time to 
head to the polls to vote for 
BUSU, after the campaign-
ing of course. Voting takes 
place March 9-10th. The 
results will be announced 
later on March 10th. 
By voting, students are 
participating in the demo-
cratic process. The vote for 
leaders to represent them 
and their ideas, and the 

leaders support the citi-
zens’ interests. 
It is important for students 
to vote, so that their voices 
are head for student mat-
ters. Electing someone to 
become the students voice 
in certain matters helps 
voices be heard in a more 
concentrated manner. 

VOTING INSTRUCTIONS
You will receive an email 
to your Brandon University 

Student email address on 
March 9th and 10th with 
a link to vote. Once you 
are ready to vote, click the 
link and it will take you to 
a ballot survey. Each ques-
tion will be for a particu-
lar Council position with 
the candidate’s name, fol-
lowed by Yes/No options. 
Community group posi-
tions (e.g. Accessibility 
& International Students 
Director) will have an ad-

ditional “Not Applicable” 
option. The survey should 
take approximately 2 min-
utes to complete. Your in-
dividual responses will be 
confidential and you will 
not be identified in any 
way. You can only vote only 
once anytime from 9 AM 
on Monday, March 9th to 
4.30 PM on Tuesday, March 
10th wherever you are, as 
long as you have access to 
your BU student email! 

by Ronnie NEIMAN, Editor-in-Chief

getting ready to vote for BUsU!

Photo Credit: Ronnie Neiman

Brandon college alUmnUs tops Up donations to more than $650,000
BU News- Feb 13, 2023 Three major gifts over 

the past three fiscal 
years will support science 
students at Brandon Uni-
versity for generations to 
come, thanks to Brandon 
College science grad Barrie 
Burch.

Burch’s most recent 
donation, this past month, 
was worth more than 
$245,000. Combined with 
about $363,000 given the 
past two years, as well 
as consistent giving for 
more than two decades, 
this brings Burch’s life-
time total donations to 
$652,533.23.

The recent major gifts 
came in the form of mutual 
funds, which means the 
donations netted significant 
tax savings for Burch while 
delivering the full value to 
the BU Foundation.

“Tuition is fairly expen-
sive, and I know the stu-
dents appreciate any help 
they can receive from a 
scholarship towards their 
tuition,” Burch said. “I have 
a substantial portfolio 
that CIBC Wood Gundy & 
RBC Dominion Securities 
have helped me build and 
manage. Matthew Mantle 
at Glenn Private Wealth 
Management of RBC Do-
minion Securities has been 

instrumental in structuring 
my portfolio and helping me 
eliminate huge tax liabili-
ties.”

Burch was born and 
raised on a farm near Well-
wood, Man. After receiving 
a Bachelor of Science degree 
from Brandon College in 
1957, he began his career 
in the oil and gas industry 
as an exploration geologist 
and held several manage-
rial positions. He went on to 
acquire a Bachelor of Educa-
tion at the University of 
Calgary in the mid-’60s and 
taught high school for a few 
years before returning to 
his roots in the oil and gas 
industry. He spent 30 years 
working as an exploration 
geologist and 20 years as a 
consultant recruiting oil and 
gas employees for interna-
tional companies.

“I recently had a won-
derful lunch with Barrie 
and his daughter Cheryl at 
his favourite restaurant in 
Calgary. He regaled me with 
stories of lessons he learned 
from classmates about 
how to be a successful 
student — as well as a few 
less-successful strategies,” 
said BU President Dr. David 
Docherty. “It is a wonder-
fully generous gesture for 
him to now share his own 
lifelong success with many 
future generations of stu-

dents.”

The donations are di-
rected to the Barrie and May 
Burch Scholarship-Bursary 
in Science, which was first 
established by Barrie and 
his late wife, May, in 2007. 
May (née Jones), was born 
and raised on a farm in the 
Killarney area, and was also 
a Brandon College gradu-
ate. She received a Teacher 
Training Certificate from 
Brandon College in 1956 and 
then taught near Killarney 
before marrying Barrie in 
1958.

When they first estab-
lished their award 15 years 
ago, the couple noted that 
they believed that their 
Brandon College education 
had opened up many career 
choices for them, and they 
felt it was important to 
give back and support other 
students, as they embark on 
the first steps in their own 
careers.

The recent gifts to their 
scholarship endowment will 
increase the annual award 
value from about $1,500 to 
more than $26,000 — with 
a minimum value of $5,000 
per award. This will pro-
vide numerous full-tuition 
awards for science students 
every year.
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five reasons why tiktok is a privacy nightmare
NORD VPN

The app is known for collecting notorious 
amounts of user data and its inability to keep 
that data private

In December 2022, multiple US govern-
ment agencies started banning TikTok from 
their employees’ devices. The app, created by 
the Chinese company ByteDance, has been on 
the radar of American authorities for a long 
time because of its numerous privacy prob-
lems.

“Currently, around 95 million Americans 
use TikTok, and its popularity is growing daily. 
These numbers show that very few under-
stand the risks this social media network 
brings to its users’ data, including intrusive 
tracking and a possible connection to the 
Chinese government,” says Adrianus War-
menhoven, a cybersecurity advisor at Nord-
VPN. 

Below, the expert explains how TikTok 
compromises its users’ privacy.

Data-driven algorithm and intrusive 
tracking

One reason for the app’s success is that it  
can provide users with highly individualized 
content. Every user has their own unique feed 
based on their interests and preferences. But 
behind that individual approach is the prac-
tice of gathering vast amounts of user data 
within and outside of the app. 

As soon as a user starts using TikTok, the 
company begins building a profile about 
them, including their interests, political lean-
ings, sexuality, and every other variable that 
could impact the selection of videos they see. 
TikTok also collects information about users’ 
keystroke patterns, location information, 
browser history, and even biometric informa-
tion (face and voice print). 

The problem with this is not only the fact 
that a huge corporation has such vulnerable 
information about its users and can later use 
it for marketing purposes. It also takes one 
data breach for that information to fall into 
the wrong hands. Hackers are eager to steal 
valuable data from online businesses and use 
it for their own malicious purposes later. 

Disregard to privacy rights of journal-
ists

In the end of December 2022, Reuters 
reported that four employees were fired 
from TikTok’s parent company ByteDance 
for obtaining user data of two US journalists. 
This happened during TikTok’s unsuccessful 

investigation of data leaks that had happened 
to the company last year. 

Even though TikTok fired the employees, 
the fact that they were able to obtain such 
information shows the lack of data security 
in the company. Furthermore, it showed that 
the company does not anonymize users’ IP 
addresses, locations, and browsing history. 
This means that everything a person does on 
the app is directly linked to a user’s IP ad-
dress. Keeping browsing information private 
is important for every user, especially for 
vulnerable groups such as activists, journal-
ists, or politicians. 

TikTok’s in-app browser

TikTok uses an in-app browser built into 
the app itself. This means that when users try 
to navigate off of TikTok through an ad or a 
bio link, they actually stay on the app. Instead 
of switching to Chrome or Safari, users view 
pages through TikTok’s own browser. 

The internal browser allows the company 
to monitor behavior on websites and pages 
that a user might assume are not within 
TikTok’s purview. This type of monitoring is 
another area where users might end up ex-
posing more personal information than they 
intend to.

ByteDance and the Chinese Communist 
Party

TikTok is owned by ByteDance, a company 
based in China. Under Chinese law, it is re-
quired to share user data with the authorities 
if requested. 

It is also understandably incentivised to 
stay in line with the Chinese Communist 
Party’s policy, which some argue has led the 
company to suppress videos discussing hu-
man rights abuses against Uyghur Muslims in 
the Chinese province of Xinjiang. 

While it’s hard to verify TikTok’s stance on 
these issues, the fact that ByteDance oper-
ates under the authority of the CCP should 
raise concerns about user privacy. 

Privacy settings

By creating a TikTok account, users agree 
to their data being collected and used for 
targeted advertising. If a user does not want 
personalized ads, they can turn them off in 
the settings. This is one of the two privacy 
settings that TikTok allows. The second one 
enables users to make their accounts pri-
vate. 

Other than that, TikTok’s privacy policy 
allows the app to collect all kinds of informa-
tion about its user without the possibility of 
opting out. 

Any chances of staying private on Tik-
Tok?

“Unfortunately, the only way to prevent 
TikTok from collecting your data is to stop us-
ing the app. However, there are ways to keep 
your account a little bit more private,” says 
Adrianus Warmenhoven, a cybersecurity advi-
sor at NordVPN. 

1. Set your profile to private. You can still 
enjoy all the content TikTok has to offer with-
out making your own profile public. Have a 
look through your privacy settings and make 
sure that only people you know and trust can 
view your content. Doing so lowers the likeli-
hood of identity theft and makes it harder for 
scammers to contact you.

2. Don’t post personally identifiable con-
tent. When uploading videos, make sure not 
to include images of your home and neigh-
borhood, views from your windows, or other 
content that could be used to triangulate 
your location. Try to limit how much you post 
about your work, family, and other personal 
contacts. The more information you make 
public, the easier it is for hackers to steal your 
identity and use it to launch phishing attacks 
against others.

3. Use Threat Protection. NordVPN’s 
Threat Protection feature blocks ads, track-
ers, and malicious websites you can stumble 
upon while browsing online. This tool will 
stop the TikTok trackers from following you 
on your browser. Even though your activity 
on the app and its in-app browser will still be 
tracked, everything you do outside of it will 
be kept private. 

ABOUT NORDVPN

NordVPN is the world’s most advanced 
VPN service provider, used by millions of 
internet users worldwide. NordVPN provides 
double VPN encryption and Onion Over VPN 
and guarantees privacy with zero tracking. 
One of the key features of the product is 
Threat Protection, which blocks malicious 
websites, malware, trackers, and ads. Nor-
dVPN is very user friendly, offers one of the 
best prices on the market, and has over 5,000 
servers in 60 countries worldwide. For more 
information: http://nordvpn.com.
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The acclaimed director M. 
Night Shyamalan’s newest 

movie, Knock at the Cabin, came 
out recently. I saw it on Valen-
tine’s Day with friends and en-
joyed it. The film stars Jonathan 
Groff (Glee, Hamilton), Ben Al-
dridge (Spoiler Alert, Fleabag), 
Dave Bautista (The Guardians of 
the Galaxy franchise, Blade Run-
ner 2049), Rupert Grint (the Harry 
Potter franchise, Servant), Nikki 
Amuka-Bird (The Outfit, Jupiter 
Ascending), Abby Quinn (Land-
line, Radium Girls), and Kristin Cui 
in her first movie role. The story 
follows a family who are on vaca-
tion, staying in an isolated cabin, 
who get a mysterious knock at 
their door. They are told by four 
strangers with weapons that they 
must make an impossible choice: 
they must sacrifice one member 
of their family, or the world will 
brutally end. Before I go any fur-
ther, SPOILER ALERT. Also, trigger 
warnings for: murder (the gore 
happens off screen, but it still 
happens), blood, the apocalypse, 
fire, plane crashes, illness, family 
death, homophobia, homopho-
bic violence, bugs, home invasion, 
violence, gun violence, restraint, 
kidnapping, audio gore, jump 
scares, suicide, PTSD, and natural 
disasters. The film is based on the 
book called The Cabin at the End 
of the World by Paul Tremblay. 

 The acting from Jona-
than Groff, Ben Aldridge, 

and Kristin Cui was amazing and 
some of the best performances 
in the movie. However, Dave Bau-
tista stole the show more than 

once and I cannot wait to see him 
in more serious roles once he is 
no longer committed to Marvel. 
Throughout the film I had no idea 
who to believe, whether the fic-
tional world was ending or if they 
were just pretending to force the 
family to make an awful choice. 
Ben Aldridge’s character was rea-
sonable in his anger, fear, confu-
sion, and ultimate sadness at the 
end. 

 Now, I am going to put 
in place another MAJOR 

SPOILER ALERT here because I 
will be discussing exactly how the 
movie ends, so please do not read 
on if you don’t want spoilers.

 I enjoyed the movie, but I 
was a little disappointed 

about the ending. Considering M. 
Night Shyamalan is the mind be-
hind iconic twisty movies like The 
Sixth Sense. I was shocked that 
there was no big twist at the end. 
Right as the credits rolled, I said to 
my friends, “Well, I guess the real 
twist is that there was no twist…” 
I expected the twist to be that the 
world was not actually ending, but 
the family would only find out af-
ter they made the horrible decision 
to do the sacrifice. I was sad when 
the sacrifice was made, and then 
when the surviving husband went 
to the diner with his daughter and 
watched the news, learning that 
the sacrifice worked. It was such a 
heartbreaking yet happy ending. I 
was so positive that I was catching 
the strangers in the act when I no-
ticed that the newscasts were pre-
recorded, but I was wrong. I felt 

like I could see the exact 
moment Jonathan Groff’s 
character started believing 
the strangers, “falling un-
der their trap.” It was nice 
to see Jonathan in a more 
serious role, as I know 
him from the early season 
of Glee and as the King 
in Hamilton. I loved how 
he sang (for a very short 
scene) in the car with his 
family, and how that song 
was brought back in the 
ending. In one of the flash-
back scenes, when the two 
husbands pointed at each 
other and said “always to-
gether” I could tell where 
the movie was going. It 
was a tad predictable with 
the lack of a big twist, but 
I sometimes don’t mind 
a predictable movie. I am 
a huge fan of the Scream 
movie franchise, after all. 

 I loved how the story 
jumped into the plot right 

at the start and didn’t waste any 
time establishing what is going 
on. Dave Bautista’s character, 
Leonard, wasted no time being 
creepy when he sat down to catch 
grasshoppers with the young girl, 
named Wen, played by Kristin Cui. 
It creeped me out because I was 
thinking “what does an adult like 
him want with a girl as young as 
her.” Turns out it was harmless, 
but still. I also incorrectly thought 
there was a homophobic motive 
based on Leonard’s reaction to 
Wen’s two dads. 

 Overall, I enjoyed the 
movie and am glad that I 

saw it in theatres. I loved the ten-
der family moments/their back-
story scenes that were placed 
in between the present tense at 
the cabin. I loved how casual the 
queer representation was in the 
movie and the marketing. It’s not 
a “queer horror/thriller movie” it’s 
simply a horror/thriller movie that 
happens to have two gay men at 
the forefront. I give Knock at the 
Cabin a strong 8/10 and am excit-
ed to watch more spooky movies 
that are similar. 

knock at the caBin: a twisty movie review 
by Mallory Johnson, Assistant Editor-in-Chief
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A familiar face is return-
ing to lead the Ru-

ral Development Institute 
(RDI) at Brandon University. 
Dr. Wayne Kelly has been 
named Interim Director of 
the research centre, which is 
a leading source of informa-
tion on issues affecting ru-
ral communities in Western 
Canada and beyond.

“We are beyond pleased 
to welcome Dr. Kelly back 
to RDI, where his experience 
and connections are a perfect 
fit,” said Dr. Balfour Spence, 
Acting Dean of Arts at BU, 
which oversees RDI. “The 
Rural Development Institute 
is a major interface between 
Brandon University and the 
rural communities we serve, 
and Dr. Kelly brings the right 
mix of insight and vision to 
keep RDI at the forefront of 
rural issues here in Westman 
and around the world.”

Dr. Kelly has worked in in-
novative rural development 
research roles as Research 
Manager in private sec-
tor R&D and for 11 years as 
a Project Coordinator and 
Researcher at RDI itself. In 
those roles, Dr. Kelly has 
extensive experience devel-
oping, leading, and coordi-
nating rural and community 
development projects with 
teams of highly qualified 
personnel, community advi-
sors and partners.

“I’m very excited to lead 
RDI in the institute’s next 
phase at Brandon University; 
this is a critical time for rural 

areas, and we can continue 
to collect and share essential 
knowledge,” Dr. Kelly said. 
“I am keen to contribute to 
our understanding and sup-
port to rural communities, 
regions and people as they 
navigate the impacts and 
new realities of COVID-19, 
population change, digitali-
zation and more.”

Dr. Kelly’s research focuses 
on participatory-based ap-
plied and action research, 
rural development theory, 
and community engagement 
in Manitoba and across Can-
ada.  The specific research 
topics and issues for the par-
ticipatory projects span rural 
development areas, includ-
ing rural policy and research 
methods, Information and 
Communication Technol-
ogy (ICT), economic develop-
ment and well-being, capac-
ity building, and community 
data collection. Dr. Kelly has 
published numerous re-
search reports and findings 
in peer reviewed publications 
and reports. He also has an 
extensive record of mobiliz-
ing those research outcomes 
through local, national, and 
international presentations, 
through webinars, podcasts 
and media interviews. 

Previously at RDI, Dr. Kel-
ly’s responsibilities included 
overseeing and managing a 
$2.5 million SSHRC partner-
ship project that focused on 
establishing a Rural Policy 
Learning Commons. Dur-
ing his recent Post-Doctoral 
Research Fellowship at the 

University of Winnipeg in 
partnership with Function 
Four Ltd. (F4), Dr. Kelly co-
led the design and imple-
mentation of a community 
assessment research team 
with the Indigenous partner, 
F4, to support their circular 
farm development initiative 
for Indigenous communities. 
The leadership role in the 

community assessment 
team has accompanied Dr. 
Kelly in his return to RDI 
and he continues to support 
and work with community 
engagement and education 
teams on this project, coor-
dinating funding, implemen-
tation and outcomes with 
the teams, the funder, and 
the industry partner.

Dr. Kelly began the role 
starting January 9, 2023.

Brandon University names new lead of rUral development institUte
Bu News

Photo Credit: Pixabay
Photo Credit: BU NEWS
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The return of 
B r a n d o n ’ s 

biggest jazz celebra-
tion is less than a 
month away.

The Brandon Uni-
versity (BU) Jazz Fes-
tival will take place 
from March 16 to 18, 
2023 at the BU School 
of Music and the 
Western Manitoba 
Centennial Audito-
rium (WMCA), with 
tickets to the show-
case concerts now 
available at WMCA.
ca/Bjazz2023.

The event marks 
the first jazz festi-
val in the city since 
2019 and the first to 
be hosted by the BU 
School of Music. It 
succeeds the Brandon 
Jazz Festival, which 
has been a highlight 
for aspiring musicians 
across Manitoba and 
beyond since 1983.

“Our faculty 
have put a tremen-
dous amount of work 

into preparing for this 
event. Music educa-
tors who brought 
their students to BU 
year after year tell us 
how much they’ve 
missed the jazz festi-
val, and we’ve missed 
their presence on our 
stages and in our re-
hearsal rooms,” said 
Greg Gatien, Dean of 
Music at BU. “The jazz 
festival is a great op-
portunity for our BU 
students to share the 
stage with profes-
sional performers and 
to share their love of 
jazz with a new gen-
eration of musicians.”

The Brandon Jazz 
Festival was a non-
competitive event, 
first held in 1983, 
bringing together 
thousands of par-
ticipants from across 
Manitoba as well as 
other provinces and 
the United States. 
They would perform 
and receive instruc-
tion and adjudica-

tion from educators 
and professional mu-
sicians from across 
Canada and the Unit-
ed States, as well as 
take in concerts fea-
turing visiting musi-
cians and students 
from BU’s School of 
Music.

“I grew up with 
the Brandon Jazz Fes-
tival, first as a school-
age student, and 
later as a university 
student,” said Anna 
Penno, who is a mem-
ber of the organizing 
community and will 
serve as an adjudica-
tor at this year’s fes-
tival.

“The festival has 
always been one of 
my favourite events 
of the year and played 
a huge role in inspir-
ing my love for music. 
I’m so happy to have 
it back and to be a 
part of it as we wel-
come students, new 
and old, back to BU.”

The rekindled 
festival will follow a 
similar format to the 
previous event, high-
lighted by evening 
concerts featuring 
the Brandon Univer-
sity Big Band, under 
the direction of Diogo 
Peixoto and Gatien, 
performing alongside 
internationally ac-
claimed guest artists 
at the WMCA. This 
year’s star-studded 
concerts will feature 
Grammy-nominated 
vocalist Sara Gazarek 
and Canadian jazz lu-
minaries Karly Epp 
(voice) Erin Propp 
(voice), Luis Deniz 
(saxophone), Rachel 
Therrien (trumpet), 
Kelsley Grant (trom-
bone), and Claire 
Devlin (saxophone).  
The concerts will take 
place on Thursday, 
March 16 and Friday, 

March 17, with shows 
at 6:30 and 9:00 each 
evening.

“The Brandon 
Jazz Festival occupied 
a special place in the 
School of Music cal-
endar for nearly 40 
years, and we’re ex-
cited to be bringing 
it back,” said Gatien. 
“Hosting the festival 
is a boon to Brandon 
businesses, a chance 
to welcome the pub-
lic for spectacular 
performances, and 
a great way to in-
troduce students to 
Brandon University 
and our Music pro-
grams. We’re going to 
show everyone a great 
time next month.”

Brandon University annoUnces retUrn of Jazz celeBrations!
BU News

Photo Credit: BU NEWS
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The Quill is looking for writers 
to submit artticles, and even 

photographs for upcoming is-
sues of the Quill.

Contact the Quill
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Got something you want to 

sell? Looking for something to 
buy?

Students get FREE classified ads 
with The Quill!

Email us at eic@thequill.ca

 

YOUR AD HERE!

 

YOUR AD HERE!

CLASSIFIEDS/
ADVERTISMENTS


